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CHAPTER  L 

The  Reigns  of  William  and  Mary^  and  fVillianu 

The  revolution,  which  changed  the  dynasty,  and    ifijoi; 
ascertained  some  rights  of  the  British  people,  which  j^^^j^^j^^ 
had  been   infringed  by  the  crown,  is  generally  ^^- ""J^J^J*^ 
ferred  to  by  the  date  of  it»  commencement  in  Eng-  diffiaent, 
land  in  1688.     As  to  Ireland,  it  was  not  effected 
till  the  surrender  of  limerick^  which  left  Williatn 
and  Mary  in  possession  of  the  whole  kingdom.    Ire* 
land  did  not  pass  from  the  hands  of  James  by  any 
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i^Jl.  I'evolutionary  measure,  whether  of  abdication,  invita- 
tton,  or  expulsion,  but  by  force  of  arms.  Hence  Wil« 
liam's  dtk  arose  by  right  of  conquest.  This  revolution^ 
such  as  it  was,  opens  to  our  view  a  new  scene  of  Irisb 
politics.  Whatever  civil  advantages  were  gained  oi 
established  by  it  in  England,  vainly  do  the  Irish  look 
up  to  it  as  the  commencement  or  improvement  of  theii 
constitutional  liberty.  Theri^  more  than  ever,  was 
Ireland  treated  as  a  conquered  country,  its  independ- 
ence violated,  its  national  consequence  and  dignity 
debased.  It  appears  to  have  been  the  systematic 
policy  of  the  British  cabinet  of  that  day,  not  only 
to  trample  on  the  rights  of  individuals,  through  theii 
immediate  governors,  but  to  extinguish  the  very  idea 
of  an  independent  legislature  in  Ireland  *. 

*  Mr.  Burke^  tiewing  this  simation  of  his  ooanfrj  ds  a  statet- 
man  and  a  philosopher,  has  left  a  masterly  portrait  of  it.     (Letter 
to  Sir  Her.  Lang.  p.  44.)  "  By  tlic  total  reduction  of  the  king- 
dom of  Ireland  in  1G91,  the  ruin  of  the  native  Irish,  and  in  a  great 
measure  too  of  the  first  races  of  the  English,  was  completely  ac- 
complisiied.      The  new  interest  was  settled  with  as  solid  a  stabi- 
lity as  any  thing  in  human  affaks  can  look  for.   All  the  penal  laws 
of  that  unparalleled  code  of  oppression,  which  were  made  after  the 
last  event,  were  manifestly  the  effects  of  national  hatred  and  scora 
towards  a  conquered  people,  whom  the  victors  delighted  to  traropk 
upon,  and  \<rere  not  at  all  afraid  to  provoke.     They  were  not  the 
effects  of  tlieir  fears,  but  of  their  security.   The>',  who  carried  on 
^  Ihis  system  looked  to  the  irresistible  force  of  Great  Briuin  for  their 
support  in  their  acts  of  power.     Tliey  were  quite  certain,  that  no 
complaints  of  the  natives  M'ould  be  heard  on  this  side  of  the  wata 
^ith  any  other  sentiments  than  those  of  contempt  and  indignation. 
Their  cries  served  only  to  augment  their  torture.    Macbine8,'which 
could  answer  thcii  purposes  so  well  must  be  of  an  excellent  con. 
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Although  the  articles  of  Limerick  had  immediately    i^* 
received  the  sanction  of  the  great  seal  of  England,  they  Artidet  of 
were  soon  infringed  in  the  face  of  the  Irish  nation.  ][^"^ 
Two  months  had  not  elapsed,  when,  according  to  the  ■*'^^'**** 
testimony  of  ^Harris  *,  the  avowed  encomiast  of  Wil- 
liam, the  lords  justices  and  General  Ginckle  endea^^ 
voured  to  render  the  first  of  those  articles  of  as  little 
force  as  possible,      t ''  The  justices  of  the  peace; 
sherifis,  and  other  magistrates^    presuming  on  thdr 
p'ower  in  the  country,  did  in  an  illegal  maimer  dis^ 
possess  several  of  their  majesties'  subjects  riot  only  oi 

trivance.  thdeed  at  that  time  in  England  the  double  name  of  tho 
comp1ainantB>  Irish  and  Papists^  (it  would  be  hard  to  say  singly 
which  was  the  most  odious)  shut  up  the  hearts  of  every  one  aigain^ 
them.  Whilst  that  temper  prevailed  in  all  its  forc6  to  a  time  with* 
in  our  memory,  every  measure  was  pleasing  and  popular,  just  in 
proportion,  as  it  tended  to  harass  and  ruin  a  set  Of  people,  who  were 
looked  upon  to  be  enemies  to  God  and  man ;  and  indeed  as  a  race 
of  bigotted  savages,  who  were  a  disgrace  to  human  native  iif!tiL*\ 

*  Harris's  Life  of  King  William,  p.  357- 

\  Ibid.  350.  ^'  Capel,  Lord  JosttCe,  in  16^3,  proceeded 
as  far  as  it  was  in  hb  power  to  infringe  the  articles  of  Li- 
merick. *'  It  appears  also  firom  a  letter  of  the  Lords  Jus* 
Uce*  of  the  Igth  of  November,  1691,  *'  that  their  lord- 
ships had  received  complaints  from  all  parts  of  Ireland,  of  the  ill- 
treatment  of  the  Irish,  who  had  submitted,  had  their  majesties 
protection,  or  were  included  in  articles :  and  that  they  were  so 
Extremely  terrified  with  apprehensions  of  the  continuance  of  that 
usage,  that  some  thousands  of  them,  who  had  quitted  the  Irish 
army^  and  went  home  with  a  resolution  not  to  go  to  France^ 
were  then  come  back  again,  and  pressed  earnestly  to  go  thi- 
ther, rather  than  stay  in  Ireland,  where  'contrary  to  the  public  ^ 
£dth  as  well  as  law  and  justice,  they  were  robbed  of  tb«ir  sub-, 
stance  and  abused  in  thdr  persons.** 
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gociis  ^Zii  rrxTPfcs,  but  cf  their  lands  and  tene- 
:;o  d»  cTfiT  CESCurtxAOce  of  the  peace  of  the 
ks^drcr.  5;£CT3^arQ  of  the  Uv,  and  reproach  of  their 


»» 


Tboe  is  so  <;;Qesdoii,  but  that  King  William  vras 

«2^aiM^  aaicittCT  inxe  tCHetaot  ia  his  principles  and  dispo- 

juzicii  cbia  :be  E^Is&h  and  Lish  protestants^  who 

Krp*u  ion  ro  excesses  cf  x^r  and  persecation  against 

if^  ccm^uisec  Izi&L.     He  abkacrred  the  system ;  but 

^Kft^  a:rc;s4  ro^  v^!vL     Alrbxigh  he  had  been  most 

auiaoics  ^:'  ieci-nf  r^  scTxer^tsnrr  cf  the  British  em- 

|ir*  bx  the  £2^1  sat*  JCi^^a  c:  Ireland,  yet  he  was 

ICC  r»!c&  or  the  warrxr •  »x  r>  esteem  those  most 

^K^«  Sf  fcc3i  h  Ae  xEosc  ir?:cul:  to  subdue.     He 

cxi  rcc*  .tf:^'  Litir:C  r;c*^-c^  Ire^md  by  force  of 

fcsi  o»:i  iir^ts;^  coGsac^T  i:  rz^iely  a  crnquest  for  the 

rc-x*;55:->^  cc   rvi:St3Kc:irr  arcr^-^rriitiMi.     His  Ma- 

;^j^^  •<  -— ^  •v^  ^^^  ;sx  ^1^  '^fec  acc-scomcd  to  the  re- 

v-         *-*c  H'  *    -^  -^-^  *"•• -!^\  -^  ••*cr-"~ """*'":;  T^'^i^ir  around 

t!v  V  „  ^-y  :hc  :^vv*ri::::r..     The  rrrff:?  fartered  him 
cx^rv  :h::n  the  \i>i^,  in  J  he  hii  :bro\vn  himself  into 

r*#v«^-^t»  The*  rv\i:ivo  i>?I:r.c>  of  Wil':;:::  end  his  English 
^5%wn  rvrli^r.ui.t  '.^wari^  cich  ether,  rj:d  t.^wards  Ireland 
^^•ai       are  ir.ore  iliusrrjLieJ  by  the  aidrex?  presented  to  the 


King  by  the  English  House  oi  Commons,  and  his 
Majest)'s  unsatistuctorj-  answer  to  it,  than  by  a  Tolume 
of  detail.  Sir  Francis  Brewster,  nnJ  some  other 
persons  had  been  induced  to  give  ver)-  strong  evi- 
^gl^lHce  before  the  English  House  of  Commons  of  the 
^      ^W^  abuses  then  practised  by  the  government  of 
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Ireland,  upon  which  an  address  of  the  Commons  to     i^. 
the  throne  was  voted  *• 

*  This  evidence  is  to  be  seen  in  the  journals  of  the  Engliah 
House  of  Commons  for  1692,  p.  826  to  833.  The  following  it 
the  address,  with  the  Kiog*s  answer. 

"  We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  flubjecti>  the  Com* 
mous  in  parliament  assembled,  baring  taken  into  our  serious  con* 
fideration  the  state  of  your  Majesty's  kingdom  of  Ireland^  find 
ourselves  obliged  by  our  doty  to  your  Majesty,  with  all  fiitthfld« 
ness  and  zeal  to  your  service,  to  lay  before  your  Majesty  the  great 
abuses  and  mismanagement  of  the  affairs  of  that  kingdom, 

*'  By  exposing  your  protestant  subjects  to  the  misery  of  fret 
quarters,  and  the  licentiousness  of  the  soldiers  to  the  great  op- 
pression of  the  people ;  which  we  conceive  hath  been  occasioned 
chi^fly  by  the  want  of  that  pay,  which  we  did  hope  we  had  fully 
provided  for. 

**  By  recruiting  your  Majesty's  troops  with  Irish  papists,  and 
such  persons,  who  were  in  open  rebellion  agunst  you,  to  the 
great  endangering  and  discouraging  of  your  Majesty's  good  and 
loyal  prot  jstant  subjects  in  that  kingdom. 

'*  By  granting  protecdons  to  the  Irish  papists,  whereby  pro- 
testants  are  hindered  from  their  legal  remedies,  and  the  coone  of 
law  stopt. 

"  By  reversing  outlawries  for  high  treaion  against  several  re- 
bels in  that  kingdom,  not  within  the  articles  of  Limerick,  to  the 
great  discontent  of  your  protestant  subjects  there. 

«'  By  letting  the  forfeited  estates  at  under  rates,  to  the  prgu- 
dice  of  your  Majesty's  revenue. 

''  By  the  great  embezzlement  of  your  Majesty's  stores^  in 
the  towns  and  garrisons  of  that  kingdom,  left  by  the  late  King 
James. 

"  And  by  the  great  embezzlements,  which  have  been  made  in 
the  forfeited  estates  and  goods,  which  might  have  been  employed 
for  the  safety  and  better  preservation  of  your  Majesty's  kingdom. 
We  crave  leave  to  represent  to  your  Majesty,  that  the  addition  to 
the  urtidei  of  Limerick,  after  the  same  were  finally  s^;ieed  to  and 
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169%.  Few  parts  of  the  history  of  Ireland  have  been  more 
NegocUtioo  distorted  by  misrepresentation,  than  the  articles  of 
ticteJf'"  Limerick  and  Galway.  Sir  Richard  Cox,  the  cpmtly 
^merick,    historian  of  Irel^d,  bore  a  prominent  part  in  the 


I,  and  the  town  thereapon  sarreDdercd^  bath  been  a  verf 
great  enoouragement  to  the  Irish  papists,  and  a  weakcDing  to  th^ 
English  interest  there. 

'*  Having  thus,  most  grapious  sovereign,  out  of  our  aif^t'onate 
seal  to  yoor  ^lajestj's  service,  with  all  humble  submission  to  yoqr 
gjreat  wisdom,  laid  before  you  tiiiese  abuses  and  mismanagement^ 
|n  your  kingdom  of  Ireland,  we  moU  humbly  beseech  your  Ma- 
jesty for  redress  thereof, 

^  That  the  soldiers  m|iy  be  paid  their  arrears,  and  the  country 
what  is  due  to  them  for  quarters  ;  and  that  no  Irish  papist  may 
aerve  in  your  army  there. 

''  And  forasmuch  as  the  reducing  of  Ireland  hath  beep  of  great 
expense  (o  this  ^ingdqm,  wq  do  also  humbly  beseech  your  Ma<* 
jesty,  that  (according  to  the  assurance  your  Majesty  has  been 
pleased  to  give  us)  no  grant  may  be  made  of  the  forfeited  estatef 
in  Irel^,  till  (here  be  an  opportunity  of  settling  that  matter 
jn  parliament,  in  such  manner,  as  shall  be  thqught  most  expe- 
dient. 

'*  That  the  true  account  of  the  escheats,  and  forfeited  estates 
|)Oth  real  and  personal,  and  stores  left  by  the  late  King  James, 
may  be  laid  before  the  Commons  in  parliament,  to  the  end  that 
t|)e  said  escheats,  forfeitures,  and  stores,  and  the  embezzleipents 
thereof,  may  be  enquired  into. 

<«  fhat  no9utlawries  of  any  rebels  in  Ireland  may  be  reversed, 
or  pardons  granted  to  them,  but  by  the  advice  of  your  parliament  j 
and  that  no  protection  may  be  granted  to  any  Irish  papist  tq 
Ifog  thp  course  of  justice. 

^'  And  as  to  the  additional  arti<:]e,  which  opens  so  wi^e  a  ps^ 
8$igeto  the  Irish  papists,  to  come  and  repossess  themselves  of  th^ 
^sUtes,  which  they  had  forfeited  by  their  rebellion;  we  most 
bupbly  beseech  your  Majesty,  that  tl^e  artides  of  ^ixperick,  ^'i^ 
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secret  manoeuvring  of  this  memorable  transaction^ 
"William  and  his  allies  were  engaged  in  a  war  ia 
Flanders  against  the  French  monarch.  It  was  not 
possible,  while  the  King's  troops  were  diverted  by 
the  war  in  Ireland,  that  his  Majesty  should  so  «ug* 
cessfully  proceed  in  Flanders^  as  was  wished  by  his 
friends.  The  King,  therefore,  hoping  to  put  a  speedy 
end  to  the  Irish  war^  sent  to  the  lords  justices  in*^ 
structions  for  a  declaration,  assuring  the  Irish  of 
much  more  figivourable  and  extensive  <:oadtdons  than 
they  afterwards  obtained  by  the  articles  of  Lime- 
rick. His  Majesty's  instructions  had  been  reduced 
into  a  proclamatipn,  which  was  afterwards  stiled  the 

1^  said  additiooj  may  be  laid  before  your  Commons  in  parlki^ 
ment>  that  the  manner  of  obtaining  the  same  mxf  be  inquired 
into  3  to  the  end  it  may  appear  by  what  meai^  the  said  articles 
were  so  engaged  3  and  to  what  yalae  the  estates  thereby  ob.taiped 
do  amount. 

**  Thus  may  it  please  your  Majesty^  we  your  most  dutiful  and 
V>yal  subjects  do  \ty  these  matters  in  all  humility  before  yon :  and 
as  your  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  give  us  such  gracious  as* 
sorances  of  your  readiness  to  comply  with  us^  in  any  things 
that  may  tend  to  the  peace  and  security  of  this  kingdoni>  we 
doubt  not  of  your  Majesty^s  like  grace  and  fsivour  to  that  of  Iro* 
land  i  in  the  safety  and  preservation  whereof,  this  your  Maiealj^t 
kingdom  is  so  much  poncerned.*' 

To  which  ad4re8s  his  Majesty  jaetumeii  this  prudent  aosiK^r ; 
'^  Gentlea^n> 

''  I  shall  always  have  great  consideration  of  what  comes  from 
the  House  of  Commons  ',  and  I  shall  take  great  care  that  what  \t( 
amiss  shall  be  remedied*" 

»  Sir  James  Ware's  Writers  of  Ireland,  by  Harris*  Sob«  J^t 
1762,  p.  3}4. 
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]^^  secret  proclamation ;  because,  though  printed,  it  never 
vas  published.  The  Lords  Justices,  finding  lime- 
rick reduced  to  a  capitulation,  smothered  the  procla* 
jnation,  of  ^hich  they  thought  there  ivould  then  be 
no  need,  and  went  in  haste  to  the  English  camp,  that 
they  might  hold  the  Irish  to  as  hard  terms  as  the 
King's  affairs  would  admit  of.'  This  they  did  ef? 
{actually,  and  put  an  end  to  a  war,  which  had  nearly 
destroyed  the  kingdom.  Soon  after,  a  party  sprang 
up,  that  loudly  exclaimed  against  these  articles.  The 
most  interested  and  intriguing  of  that  party  quarrelled 
with  the  articles  for  no  other  reason,  but  because  they 
were  disappointed  in  their  expectations  of  raismg 
great  fortunes  out  of  the  forfeitures  by  their  interest 
or  their  money.  These  easily  drew  in  the  greater 
part  of  the  protestants,  ignorant  of  the  true  motives,; 
which  induced  the  government  to  grant  the  articles, 
and  full  of  resentment  against  the  catholics,  to  engage 
on  the  popular  side  of  the  question.  They  thought 
no  articles  should  be  made  with  the  Irish,  but  what 
would  expose  them  to  the  severest  events  of  war  j 
and,  therefore,  when  they  understood,  that  the  catho^ 
lies  in  the  Irish  quarters  were  to  enjoy  their  estates, 
and  be  received  as  subjects,  with  some  privileges  as  to 
oaths  and  religion,  they  refraiiied  not  from  censuring 
the  Lords  Justices,  and  the  General,  as  if  the  King 
and  kingdom  had  been  betrayed ;  an4  insisted,  that 
the  articles  ought  not  to  be  observed  ;  and  that  it  was 
high  treason  even  to  capitulate  with  the  King,  On 
the  other  hand,  the  more  moderate  men  thought  it 
(or  his  Majesty's  honour,  both  abroad  and  at  homei 
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that  the  articles  should  be  observed  strictly ;  and  in-  i^^- 
deed  the  government  always  received  instructions  from 
the  King  to  adhere  strictly  to  them,  for  his  word  and 
honour  were  engaged j  which  lie  never  tvould  forfeit, 
A  different  proceeding  might  have  disobUged  many 
Df  his  allies.  And  even  if  his  honour  had  not  been 
concerned,  it  was  thought  sound  policy  to  give  the 
[rish  the  full  benefit  of  their  articles^  at  least  during 
the  war.  For  the  French  soon  discovered  their  error 
in  having  neglected  Ireland  so  much,  when  so  con-, 
nderable  a  part  of  the  natives  was  in  arms  to  assist 
them ;  and  therefore  projected  a  new  invasion  every 
fear,  and,  without  doubt,  would  have  been  delighted 
lO  see  the  Irish  exasperated  by  so  gross  a  deceit  of 
:he  government,  as  a  breach  of  the  articles  would  have 
l>een. 

War  was  declared  between  the  opposite  parties  from  The  article^ 
he  pulpit.     The  Bishop  of  Meath  was  so  vehement,  fn.m  the 
hat   the  very  next  Sunday,  after  the  lords  justices  re-  *^"^' 
umed  from  the  camp^  preaching  before  the  govern- 
nent  at  Christchurch,  he  argued,  that  the  peace  ought 
lot  to  be  observed  with  a  people  so  perfidious ;  that, 
(ley  kept  neither  articles  nor  oaths  longer  than  was 
or  their  interest,  and  that  therefore,  these  articles, 
7hich  were  intended  for  a  security,  would  prove  a 
nare,  and  would  only  enable  the  rebels  to  renew  their 
isurrection.     To  obviate  this  doctrine,  the  Bishop 
f  Kildare  mounted  the  pulpit  the  following  Sunday, 
nd  shewed  the  obligation  of  keeping  public   faith,^ 
nd  withal  spoke   more  favourably  of  the  catholics 
t&an  most  protestants  thought  they  deserved^  Though 
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1^92  it  were  believed.,  that  the  nrst  bishc^  intended  not 
the  direct  breach  of  faith,  but  to  hare  so  strict  a 
faasd  kept  over  the  catholics,  as  might  disable 
ihc-m  from  rebelling  azain:  and  though  the  latter 
bisht?p  were  well  known  to  have  no  panhdity  to  the 
catholics  nor  to  iotedJ  ir.ore,  than  to  vindicate  the 
governmefU,  both  in  niikirg  and  obsen'ing  the  ar» 
tides ;  vct  both  were  hi  :;hlv  censured  bv  the  difiereot 
ponies:  and  il.e  Bishop  of  Meath's  behaviour  was  so 
dispLasiii;::  to  the  Kir.^.  that  he  was  discharged  firom 
:he  council,  and  the  Bishop  cf  KiiJ^re,  for  his  mor 
derAtion,  put  in  hi>  p:icj.  The  ccnr-est  cf  the  twQ 
bishops  WIS  moJrnLici  by  the  ic^enious  interference 
CI  D.an  3yr-:;e,  who  preached  from  the  same  pulpit, 
where  the  il:£::.nce  had  been  iirsc  propagated,  on 
these  words,  A't.j  *..T.r  u::h  d!  ne:.  i:^  it  te  bos* 
:^il'!j ;  usserdnj,  that  the  catholics  v»ere  not  to  be 
trusttd,  b-it  the  articles  were  to  be  performed;  that 
thov  desencd  no  fa\\?ur,  vo:  thev  were  entitled  to 
justice,  even  for  the  soke  of  coiisdence  and  honour, 
airticfexrd      Sir  Richard  Cox  was,  through  the  whole  affair. 

Cos's  con-    ,         ^  .  ^ 

duct  in  tr-  }n  the  secrvit  ot  s^^veminen: ;  and  althouc^h  he  bad, 
thraf?ic7<9  upon  hi<  own  avithoritv,  suppressed  the  first  and 
more  lavcurable  ariclcs,  yet  he  too  well  knew  the 
fctrliii^;s  of  his  sovereign  to  attempt  to  suppress  or 
wave  the  second,  or  less  favourable  articles,  which 
were  known  to  and  approved  of  by  William.  Sir 
Richard  CoxV  ambition  was  to  attain  the  great  seal 
of  Ireland,  to  which  he  had  no  other  prospect  of  arr 
riving  but  by  the  personal  favour  of  his  sov&eign. 
this  view  he  curbed  his  own  dlsposidon,  whkl) 
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was  decidedly  hostile  to  any  concession  to  the  catho*  iCgi* 
^cs,  and  upon  all  open  occasions  was,  during  the  life 
of  William,  a  professed  supporter  of  the  articles  of 
Limerick*.  Being  thoroughly  sensible  that  the  con- 
pessio;^  made  by  the  open  articles  of  Limerick 
fell  very  short  of  those  contained  in  the  secret 
proclamation,  Sir  Richard  Cox,  in  proportion  as  he 
valued  himself  for  having  procured  terms  so  much 
less  disadvantageous  to  England  than  those  which 
William,  by  the  advice  of  his  council,  had  consented 
to  grant,  was  anxious  to  suppress  from  the  knowledge 
of  the  public  the  loss  which  the  Irish  had  suffered  by 
his  manoeuvre,  lest  disappointment  and  despair  might 
throw  them  again  into  resistance,  and  so  deprivii 
the  King  of  the  advantages  he  proposed  to  himself  by 
transporting  his  army  to  Flanders.  The  whole  mass 
of  the  printed  proclamations,  containing  the  more  fe- 
vourable  articles,  which  were  on  the  eve  of  being 
published  and  circulated,  was  cautiously  destroyed. 
The  particulars  of  these  suppressed  articles  have  not 
reached  posterity.  There  are,  however,  accounts  of 
the  proposals  made  in  the  preceding  month  of  July  to 
the  Lrish  shortly  before  the  decisive  battle  of  Aghrim  ; 
which,  if  not  precisely  the  same  as  were  comprised  in 

the  suppressed  proclamation,  cannot  be  supposed,  iix 

* 

^  "  In  the  paie  qftbe  Galway-Qien  he  made  sq  eloquent  a  speecli, 
iniisting  so  stroDgly  on  the  heinoofoess  of  breaking  public  faith, 
(ui  the  ingratitude  it  would  cany  with  it  to  their  great  deliverer, 
{tt  wtll  as  to  the  good  General^  who  had  granted  those  conditionsj 
(hat  he  brought  the  rest  of  the  commissioiieis  to  his  opinion^  anc) 
|af ed  the  estate;  of  tb%  djuu^anti/'    (far.  «M  supra. 
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^^'  the  short  space  of  three  months,  to  have  been  mach 
altered.  1  hat  battle  was  fought  on  the  12th  of  July, 
and  the  articles  of  Limerick  were  signed  on  the  3d  of 
the  ensuing  October. 

wiUiam         William  was  touched  with  the  fate  of  a  eallant  nation. 

Iiutl  ofTcrcd  ... 

moreiuvor-  that  had  made  itself  a  victim  to  French  promiises,  and 

able  terms 

toihciiuh.  had  been  insidiously  encouraged  to  resistance  by 
France,  for  the  purpose  of  advancing  the  French  con- 
quests in  the  Netherlands  by  means  of  a  diversion, 
which  employed  40,000  of  the  best  troops  of  the  grand 
alliance  of  Augsburgh.  He  was  naturally  anxious 
to  find  himself  at  the  head  of  the  confederate  army 
with  so  strong  a  reinforcement.  In  this  anxiety  he 
offered  to  Tyrconnel  the  following  terms  for  the  Irish 
catholics  :  1 .  The  free  exercise  of  their  religion. 
2.  Half  the  churches  of  the  kingdom.  3.  Half  the 
employments  civil  and  militar)^  if  they  pleased.  4. 
The  moiety  of  their  ancient  properties.  These  pro- 
posals, though  they  were  to  have  been  sanctioned  by 
an  English  act  of  parliament,  were  rejected  with  uni- 
versal contempt  •. 


*  See  the  before-mentioned  letter  to  Dean  Swift  from  Sir 
Ch-irlcs  Wogan,  a  nephew  of  die  Duke  of  Tyrconnel,  to  whom  the 
|irfjp(>^aU  were  niaJrt.  He  \^'as  a  man  of  information  and  codu- 
i\f'r2L\Af.  talent :  was  bred  to  arms,  and  followed  the  fortunes  of  his 
•/  vcreign  iii^o  exile.  He  was  uell  received  at  most  cf  the  courts 
ui  f/^rope,  a  I'd  from  the  correspondence  between  him  and  Desn 
S  «if;,  he  appears  to  hare  been  holden  in  respect  and  esteem  by 
li  *:  Dt'in,  The  cffcr  of  these  concessions  by  William  to  the  Irish 
csi\Uol.c%  affords  a  volome  of  observation  and  instruction  upon  the 
ttn^ffAtznt  que^ion  of  catholic  emancipation  ;  v  hich  has  been 
r^.f^atedlj  brought  before  the  parliament  oi  the  miited  hingdooaj 
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Of  such  sUght  importance  in  the  eyes  of  the  Eng-     '^^ff^ 
lish  were  the  articles  of  Limerick,  (such  even  as  they  Eff -cts  of 

the  revolu- 
tion on  the 

and  rejected  by  great  majorities^  upon  the  pretence  of  its  being  fl  *'***** 
violation  of  the  coronation  oath,  an  extinction  of  the  established 
religion,  and  an  infraction  of  the  constitution,  llie  reader  will 
bear  in  remembrance,  that  William,  on  the  13th  of  February, 
1^39,  took  the  same  coronation  oath  with  his  present  Majesty : 
that  it  then  bore  the  same  meaning,  and  induced  the  same  obliga- 
tions as  at  present.  That  the  conscience  of  King  William  was 
then  in  the  hands  of  Serjeant  Maynard,  Sir  Anthony  Keck,  and 
Sir  WU!iam  Rawlinson :  and  his  cabinet  composed  of  persons, 
to  whose  constitutional  spirit  and  experience  posterity  has  ever 
since  looked  up  with  veneration.  That  William  himself,  who 
came  over  to  preserve  the  liberties  of  church  and  state,  and  restore 
the  constitution  to  its  purity,  was  little  likely  (so  soon  at  least)  to 
coanteract  the  ends  for  which  he  had  been  placed  on  the  British 
throne.  Yet  he  was  advised,  and  as  far  as  depended  on  him,  con- 
ceded to  the  Irish  infinitely  more  than  has  ever  been  asked  by  the 
petitioners  for  emancipation.  Not  only  was  he  ready  to  grant  the 
free  exercise  of  their  religion,  but  half  the  churches  of  Ireland. 
The  petitioners  ask  for  no  particle  of  the  emoluments  of  the  esta- 
blishment. Willinm  o^red  half  the  employments  civil  and  mili- 
tary: the  petitioners  ask,  that  his  Majesty  may  not  be  restrained 
from  appointing  or  calling  into  employment  such  persons,  whose 
signal  merits  may  be  conducive  to  the  honour  and  welfare  of  their 
king  and  country.  Eventiially  one  appointment  might  not  be 
made  in  half  a  century.  The  petitioners  for  emancipation  neither 
ask  nor  expect  to  ho  restored  to  any  of  the  inheritances  of  their 
ancestors ;  William  proposed  and  agreed  to  give  them  a  moiety  of 
their  ancient  properties. 

The  concession  and  confirmation  of  these  boons  to  the  Irish,  so 
far  exceeding  tlie  extent  of  the  petition  for  emancipation,  pro^ 
ceeded  from  the  King,  who  must  he  presumed  thoroughly  advised 
by  his  great  Whig  counsellors,  who  at  that  time  nthcr  coerced, 
than  directed  his  Majesty's  conduct,  particularly  in  all  that  re- 
garded Ireland.     It  would  be  a  sorry  compliment,  either  to  our 
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^^9^  ultimately  were),  ihat  both  government  and  parlia- 
ment seemed  to  assume  merit  for  the  undisguised  in* 
fracilon  of  them.  Reduced,  as  they  had  been, 
below  the  original  intent  and  actual  proposal  of  Wil- 
liam to  the  Irish,  still  were  they  boasted  of  by  tlie 
friends  of  James,  as  the  most  advantageous  terms  of 
capitulation  recorded  in  the  annals  of  war ;  and  for 
that  very  reason  they  were  condemned  by  the  Irish 

srcit  Ccliverer,  or  to  ihc  great  political  characters^  who  brought 

j?ivjt  d::d  sdtlei!  the  revolution  to  assume,  that  these  proposals 

\re?e  oraJe  wi:h  a  direct  view  of  ensnaring  the  Irish  into  termsi 

m'.ih  2  reserved  intention  of  violating  them  after  they  had  been 

occt.'  granted.    The  Irish,  however,  mistrusted  and  rejected  them. 

Hneo  DEMOBS  €i  doMQ  feremies.   Sir  Charles  Wogan,  in  the  above- 

n:<fntioned  letter^  thus  speaks  to  Dean  Swift  of  the  feelings  of  ha 

e\Led  countrymen,  upon  this  rtjtclion,  at  the  distance  of  thirtj 

^  rjT^  tT\xn  the  transaction,  when  those  young  ardent  minds,  that 

ij^l  borce  a  part  in  that  unfortunate  warfare  in  Ireland,,  had  at* 

r.^::K\i  the  maturity  and  experience  of  tlireescore  years :  "  Yet  the 

cx.Ic<,  ill  the  raiJjt  of  their  hard  usage  abroad,  could  DOt  be 

br.^ught  to  rqient  of  their  obstinacy.    Whenever  I  pressed  them 

i:jx?n  the  matter,  their  answer  was  generally  to  (his  purpose:  If 

£r:i:Uytd  can  heak  her  puhlic  Ja'Uh  in  regard  of  the  wretched  or- 

tiK^'s  of  Limerick,  by  keeling  up  a  perpetual  tenor  and  persecution 

fu'er  that  parcel  of  miseralle,  unarmed  peasantry  and  dastard  gen-* 

/;  V  u\'  have  left  at  home,  unthout  any  other  apology  or  pretence  for 

it,  I'Ut  her  tvauton  fears  aud  jealousies :  What  could  have  heen  er- 

ptt  tetl  iy  the  men  of  true  vigour  and  spirit,  if  they  had  remained 

in  their  country,  lut  a  cruel  war  under  greater  disadvantages,  or 

such  an  universal  massacre  as  our  fathers  have  often  been  threatened 

with  by  the  confederate  rebels  of  Great  Britain  ?  Ad  quod  nonfuii 

responsum.     Yet  their  liberty  and  glory  is  but  the  price  of  their 

i  Olid  eren  at  that  expense^  they  have  only  purchased  » 

boDoorablc  hascldamd,^ 


.*  •• 
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brotestants^  and  some  of  the  more  violent  Whigs  in  1693. 
England,  as  dishonourable  to  the  arms  of  William  and 
unjust  to  his  friends  in  Ireland.  In  "no  sense  could 
the  revolution  of  1688  be  termed  any  thing  else  as 
to  the  Irish  but  a  mere  conquest,  and  a  conquest  of 
the  harshest  nature,  inasmuch  as  it  was  not  followed 
up  by  a  participation  of  civil  rights  and  liberties  by 
the  conquerors  and  conquered,  but  acted  upon  as  a 
new  ground  for  imposing  additional  severities  tqpont 
the  former  grievances  of  the  vanquished.  **  It  wai 
(as  Mr.  Burke  observed,  in  defiance  of  the  prindpies 
rf  our  revolution)  the  establishment  of  the  power  of 
the  smaller  number,  at  the  expense  of  the  civil  liber- 
ties  and  properties  of  the  far  greater,  and  at  the  .ex- 
pense of  the  civil  liberties  of  the  whole.'* 

Upon  the  circumstances  of  a  creat  nation's  reco-  ^  _^  _, 
vering  from  the  agonies  of  a  long  and  bloody  contest,  ***V[p**'?* 
it  might  have  been  expected,  that  some  things  should  iwiatingfor 
have  been  necessarily  attempted  by  the  executive,  before 
the  legislative  power  could  be  conveniently  assembled 
to  ratify  and  confirm  them.  But  although  Ireland,  as 
an  independent  kingdom,  claimed,  under  William,  the 
same  rights,  which  it  had  enjoyed  under  his  predeces- 
sors, yet  the  parliament  of  England,  at  this  time, 
usurped  the  absolute  right  of  legislating  for  Ireland, 
in  as  uncontrouled  a  manner,  as  if  Ireland  had  no 
parliament  of  its  own.  Thus,  in  the  year  1 G9 1 ,  be- 
fore William  had  convened  an  Irish  parliament,  the 
English  parliament  passed  an  act  to  alter  the  laws  of 
Ireland,  upon  the  most  essential  and  fundamental 
rights  of  the  subject,  by  excluding  the  Roman  Catho. 
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which  it  imparted  or  secured  to  England,  yet  it  eh*    i^« 
kindled  a  spirit  of  freedom,  which  disposed  many  of    ^"^^^^ 
those,  who  partook  of  the  state  to  insist  upon  the 
constitutional  rights  of  Irishmen ;  a  claim  new  to  an 
Irish  parliament ! 
The  supporters  of  the  Whicr  interest  in  Ireland  dtf-  inii^  <ufl^e^' 

r         ■     r  .  •      rentfroia 

fered  irom  those  who  forwarded  the  revolution  m  Eni^uh 

•       .  W£ifi» 

England  in  principle,  in  action,  and  in  views.  Thfe 
Irish  Whigs  of  that  day  were  the  relicks  of  the  OU» 
verian  party,  avowing  no  other  principle  than  that 
of  retaining  monopoly  of  power  in  the  few  over  the 
bulk  of  the  nation,  and  acting  thereon  with  an  arbi« 
trary  severity,  which  riveted  the  physical  power  of 
the  country  in  resistless  thraldom.  It  is  important  to 
trace  the  woridngs  of  these  Whigs  of  1 649  upon  the 
Irish  nation,  and  to  discriminate  between  their  political 
conduct  towards  their  country,  and  that  of  another 
protestant  party,  which  has  from  time  to  time  endea* 
voured  to  set  up  the  genuine  principles  of  the  English 
revolution,  against  the  systematic  abuse  of  them  by  it's 
protestant  opponents  in  Ireland  *.  Of  the  former  de- 
scription were  the  persons!  whom  the  King  appointed 
the  first  lords-justices.  They  J  *^  discovered  an  arbi- 
trary spirit,  and  great  partiality  in  the  dispensation  of 

*  Oat  of  this  ground  of  diflPerence  arises  the  modem  distioction 
between  the  trae  constitutional  Whig  and  Orangeman  of  Ireland, 
to  which,  in  the  proper  time  and  order,  I  must  draw  the  attentioa 
of  mj  reader. 

+  They  were  Lord  Viscount  Sydney,  Sir  Charles  Porter,  and 
Thomas  Coningshy,  Esq. 

:  Sommenr.  Hist.  vol.  I.  p.  466; 
VOL.  II.  c 
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1^-  jusdcie :  the  trial  of  crimes  was  often  conducted  in  a 
aummary  way^  aad  without  regard  to  the  essential 
forms  of  law :  evidence  was  suppressed  with  the  con- 
nivance of  the  judges :  the  principal  transgressois 
were  acquitted,  whilst  those  who  acted  under  their 
direction  and  influence  suffered  the  extreme  vengeance 
of  the  laws.  But  in  no  case  did  the  management  of 
the  justices  appear  more  iniquitous  and  oppressive,  than 
in  regard  to  the  Irish  forfeitures.  The  most  beneficial 
leases  were  not  only  retained  for  themselves  and  thdr 
friends^  but  in  the  competition  for  estates  and  farms, 
the  lowest  bidders  were  sometimes  preferred,  which 
unavoidably  led  to  the  suspicion  of  secret  compensa- 
tion being  made  them  for  flagrant  breach  of  trust. 
These  misdemeanours,  and  the  grievances  occasioned 
by  them,  produced  complaints  and  disaSections,  which 
were  made  the  ground  of  specific  charges,  presented 
to  the  legislature  in  both  kingdoms.  Enquiries  were 
instituted ;  important  discoveries  were  made ;  but  the 
extreme  intricacy  and  tediousness  of  this  business,  the 
private  concerns  of  the  parties  in  England,  and  the  in- 
dustry of  powerful  individuals,  who  were  not  them- 
selves free  from  all  accession  to  the  guilt  alleged, 
prevented  any  effectual  redress  of  public  abuses,  and 
the  punishment  of  slate  delinquents." 
Lord  syd.  Lord  Sydney,  having  been  created  lord-lieutenant, 
▼eiiesapifw  Immediately  issued  writs  and  convened  a  parliament; 
the  primary  object  of  which  was  to  raise  supplies  to 
discharge  the  debts  contracted  during  the  war.  There 
had  been  no  parliament  in  Ireland,  (except  that  which 
sat  under  James^  for  the  last  tv^enty-six  years:  and 
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although  the  parliament  of  England  had  undertaken  ^^9^ 
to  legislate  for  Ireland  on  the  most  important  matters 
of  ^te,  yet  had  it  not  proceed  to  the  extent  of 
raising  money  directly  upon  the  |)eople  of  Ireland. 
The  Irish  parliament  could  not  be  insensible  of  the 
encroachments  made  on  their  independence ;  they  felt 
their  consequence,  and  manifested  by  their  conduct 
their  resentment  against  the  measures  of  government. 
The  commons  consented  to  grant  a  turn  not  exceed- 
ing 70,000/.  pleading  the  inability  of  the  people  from 
the  calamities  of  the  late  wars  to  encrease  the  grant. 
They  considered  it  to  be  their  indisputable  right  to 
determine  in  the  first  instance  both  the  sum  and  the 
manner  of  raising  every  supply  granted  to  the  crown; 
In  violation  of  this  privilege,  two  money-bills,  which 
had  not  originated  with  them,  had  been  transmitted 
from  England,  and  laid  before  the  house  of  commons. 
To  resent  this  encroachment  upon  thdr  privileges, 
they  rejected  one  of  them,  and  from  the  extreme 
urgency  of  the  case  alone  consented  to  pass  the 
other ;  but  not  without  having  entered  very  pointed 
resolutions  upon  their  journals  in  support  of  th^ 
rights  *. 

His  excellency  was  highly  enraged  at  these  resolu*  Lord  Syd* 

,   i  ,        ncyrepri* 

tions,  and  in  his  speech  upon  proroguing  the  parb'a^  mands  and 
ment  severely    reprimanded    them   for    having,   in  the  pariit^ 
contravention  of  the  design  of  their  meeting,  unduti- 
fuUy  and  ungratefully  invaded  their  Majesties  prero- 

*  II  JoUra.  28.    21ftt  o(  October^  16^2.    These  reflolutionft 
iirt  to  be  leen  io  my  Hiit.  Reriew,  vol.  L  p.'20a 

c  2 
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l^^    gative.    The  commons  requested  permission  to  send 
commissioners  to  England,  in  order  ta  lay  a  full  and 
impartial  statement  of  their  conduct  before  their  Ma* 
jesdes;   when  they  were  tauntingly  assured  by  the 
lord*lieutenant^  that  they  might  go  to  England  to  beg 
their  Mtfjestiei*  pardon  for  their  seditious  and  riotous 
assemblies.    The  lord-lieutenant,  in  justification  of  his 
conduct,  procured  the  ophiion  of  the  judges  against 
the  right  which  the  commons   claimed  of  origin- 
ating money-bills  in  their  house.     This  unexpected 
and  ungracious  prorogadon  created  general  discon- 
tent :  several  bills  of  importance  remained  to  be  per-^ 
fected,  and  several  grievances  to  be  redressed.  Sydney 
became  unpopular  j  and  govemn^ent  found  it  prudent 
to  recall  him. 
Sydney  re-       Upon  the  removal  of  Lord  Sydney,  the  govem- 
changesin  meut  was  vcstcd  in  three  justices,  Lord  Capel,  Sir 
■nent,»ndi  Cyril  Wychc,  and  Mr.  Buncombe.     Difference  of 
nem  con-    principle  disunited  their  govemment,  which  shortly 
after  was  concentered  in  Lord  Capel,  as  lord-deputy. 
lie  be^t  knew  the  disposition  and  wishes  of  the  Eng* 
Itsh  cabinet,  and  warmly  espoused  the  interest  of  the 
English  settlers,  and  as  eagerly  opposed  the  claims  of 
the  Irish  under  the  articles  of  Limerick.     Sir  Cyril 
Wyche  and  Mr.  Duncombe,  regardless  of  court-fa- 
vour, sought   impardally  to   give  full   effect  to  the 
ardcles  of  Limerick,  upon  which  the  court-party  and 
the  protestants  in  gerxeral  looked  with  a  jealous  eye, 
as  prejudicial  to  their  interest.     The  inflexibility  of 
Wyche  and  Duncombe  soon  worked  their  removal : 
and  the  acconucodating  zeal  of  Cs^el  eaaUed  him  ta 
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displace  all  those,  who  thwarted  his  designs.     Several    ^fSfi 


changes  were  made  in  the  administration^  and  a  new 
parliament  was  convened. 

The  business  of  this  session  was  at  first  j^ndis- 
turbed^  and  the  supplies,  which  had  been  required,  me^.ln 
were  quietly  granted.     Several  penal  statutes  W£re  cbtriesF^. 
enacted,  without  any  opposidon,  against  the  catho«  tplcuoutfec 
lies  *  ;  some  of  which  were  in  direct  contravention  to      '    "'' 
the  articles  of  Iimerick«     Yet  a  law  was  made  in  this 
parliament  for  the  confirmation  of  these  very  ardelesf  i 
but  which  in  fact  was  an  abridgment,  rather  than  a  con^ 
firmation  of  them  in  several  instances  |.    Notwitfa* 
standing  the  tide  of  courtly  prejudice  agamst  the  ten4* 

*  Such  were.  An  Act  to  restrain  foreign  Education,  7  William 
and  Alary,  c.  iv.  An  Act  for  the  better  ftecuriog  the  Qpvemment, 
by  disarming  Papists,  7  William  and  Mary,  c.  v.  An  Act  for  ba« 
nishing  all  Papists  exercising  any  Ecdesiasttcal  Jurisdiction,  and 
a^  Regulars  of  the  Popish  Clergy  out  of  the  Kingdom,  9  Wiliisini 
III.  c.  i.  An  Act  to  preyent  Protestants  intermarrying  with  Fapift|# 
9  William,  c.  iil.  An  Act  to  prevent  J^pists  being  Solicitors,  10 
William,  c.  xiii. 

f  An  Act  for  the  Confirmation  of  Articles,  mada  at  the  Sar« 
render  of  the  City  of  Limerick,  9  William  IIL  c  ii. 

X  Whilst  this  bill  was  pending,  a  petition  was  presented  by  Mr. 
Cahusac  and  some  few,  on  beha}f  of  tltemselves  and  others  com* 
prised  in  the  articles  of  Limerick,  setting  forth.  Chat  in  the  bill 
there  were  several  dauser,  that  would  frustrate  the  petitiooers'of 
the  benefit  of  the  same :  and,  if  passed  into  a  law,  wquk}  turn  ]bo 
tbe  ruin  of  spipe,  and  the  prejudice  pf  all  persons  entitled  to  thft 
benefit  of  the  said  articles,  and  praying  to  be  heard  by  counsel  to 
the  said  matters :  which  having  been  presented  and  rpad,  it  was 
unanimously  resolved,  that  the  said  petition  should  be  rejected^ 
II  Joum.  Com.  p.  194* 
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ency  and  observance  of  these  articles^  Sir  Charles 
Porter,  the  chancellor,  nobly  dared  to  stand  up  in 
support  of  them.  This  conduct  of  the  chancellor 
brought  upon  him  the  whole  vengeance  of  the  castle. 
The  lord-deputy  is  reported,  with  the  assistance  of 
his  friends  and  creatures,  to  have  procured  a  charge 
to  be  fabricated  against  him,  accusing  him  of 
designs  hostile  to  government.  In  support  of  the 
accusation^  a  motion  was  made  in  the  House  of  Com* 
mons,  but  on  being  heard  in  his  own  justification,  he 
was  most  honourably  acquitted. 

However  strenuous  in  the  cause  of  freedom  our  an- 
cestors may  have  been  at  the  revolution,  the  unbiassed 
mind  questions  the  purity  of  their  patriotism,  when  it 
contemplates  the  English  parliament  and  government 
opposing  that  very  liberty  in  Ireland,   which  they  so 
warmly  espoused    in    England.     The  fermentatioa 
of  the  two  kingdoms  became  alarming.     It  was  no 
longer  a  contest   between  a  conqueror  and  an  op- 
pressed people  reclaiming  their  natural,  civil,    or  re- 
ligious rights.     The  bulk  of  the  nation  ^'as  so  dispi- 
rited and  reduced  under  their  suiFerings,  that  their 
feeble  moans  were  scarcely  heard  on  their  own  shores, 
much  less  across  St.  George's  Channel :  they  existed 
only  as  the  passive  objects  of  persecution.     1  he  con- 
flict was  with  that  very  protestant  ascendancy  in  Iro^ 
land,  which  it  had  been  the  primary  policy  of  the  Eng- 
lish cabinet  for  the  last  century  to  establish,  and  which 
now  oi)Iy  had  been  effectually  accomplished.     It  was 
impossible  that  civil  liberty  should  make  the  progress 
}t  did  in  England,  and  that  Ireland  should  be  moisQ 
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than  insensible  of  its  blessings.  The  Irish  legisla-  ^^B^ 
ture  was  called  upon  to  surrender  and  renounce  those 
very  rights,  which  the  English  parliament  had  so 
gloriously  asserted.  Mr.  Molyneux,  one  of  the  mem- 
bers for  the  univer^  of  Dublin,  was  the  most  for- 
ward in  the  cause  of  Irish  patriotism.  In  1698,  he  pub- 
lished his  famous  book^  intituled  The  Came  of  Ire-^ 
land*s  being  bound  by  Ads  of  Parliament  in  England 
stated^  which  greatly  encreased  his  reputation,  influ« 
ence,  and  popularity^  within  and  without  the  p^rlia^ 
ment  of  Ireland. 

This  book  was  written  in  a  strain  of  independent  Gmeni 
discussion  and  ^irited  assertion,  to  which  Ireland  had  of  Mr.  mq- 
hitherto  been  a  stranger.    The  author  considered  how  ^^S!^ 
Ireland  originally  became  annexed  to  the  crown  of 
England ;  how  far  this  connection  was  founded  in  con- 
quest; what  were  the  true  and  lawful  rights  of  the 
conquerors  oyer  the  conquered  ;  and  whether  those 
rights,  whatever  they  might  be^  extended  to  posterity 
mdefinitely ;  particularly,  what  concessions  had  been 
made  to  Ireland  ;  and  what  were  the  opinions  of  the 
learned,  who  hiad  handled  the  subject.  He  closed  with 
strong  inferences  in  euj^rt  of  the  perfe^  and  reci- 
procal independence  of  each  kingdom^ 

*  The  English  House  of  Commons  took  up  the  Conduce  or 
gaimtlet  with  a  high  hand  t  a  committee  was  appointed  parliament 
to  examine  Mr.  Molyneux'^  book,  and  to  report  such  ncux's  boojk:* 
passages  as  they  should  find  denying  fhe  authority 
ef  the  parliament  of  England^  ^d  als^  what  proceed- 

*  Speech  of  the  Ewl  of  Clare,  p.  2d. 

<;4 
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^^na     iags:  haJ  t^cn  plicc  in  IrcIaRw,  that  might  have  oc- 
casioned the  isiivi  par.:phlt:.  On  the  22dof  June,  1698, 
the  coir.inirtte  rcpcncd  the  obnoxious  passageSji  and 
siawvi.  :hi:cr.  enquiry  :r. to  the  proceedings  in  Ireland, 
which  ::::ch:  have  cccr-sicr.ed  :he  pamphlet,  they  found 
li: .:  b;'.l  trar.i:v.:::ed  under  the  great  seal  of  Ireland| 
curing  :hc  !:::c  p;irILur.ent  th-.rc,  inatulcJ,  *'  A  bill  for 
the  Lv::c;-  :?ecuri:y  cr'  her  Mijc^sry's  person  and  govern? 
iv.,:*.:/'  /.m:  :'^  j  vwicL*  c:  .ui  ic:  passed  in  England  for 
ab:oi:j:-r.^  the  cc.:h  c:"  5i:prtr.ucy  vci  Ireland,  andap- 
po:*.;':\C  v\lu:-  ouihs,  ::ad  been  re-enacted  with  some  al- 
ti'ia.lvM'.s ;  and  th.i:  in  the  same  bill,  the  crown  of  Ire- 
land was  jiiilAi  the  imperial  cro'.vn  ct  Ireland.     Upon 
this  rejvsr,  the  1  IvHise  resolved,  \:'.v::  :t  omtradkcniej 

*•  that  the  bov?k  rub!L>hed  bv  Mr.  Molvneux  was  of 

•  *  * 

clan;.:tnou>  lendeuey  to  the  crown  and  people  of  £ng« 
4and,  by  denying  the  authority  ot  the  King  and  par- 
liament of  rngland  to  bind  the  kingdom  and  people  of 
Irruuid,  and  the  subordination  and  dept-ndance  that 
Ireland  had  and  ought  to  have  upon  England  as  being 
imited  and  annexed  to  the  inipeiial  crown  of  En«'- 
lauil.'*  They  resolved  also,  *•  that  the  bill  lately  trans- 
mitted from  Ireland,  whereby  an  act  of  parliament 
luaile  in  England  expressly  to  bind  Ireland  is  pre- 
lendevl  to  be  re-enacted,  had  given  occasion  and  en* 
couragomcnt  to  forming  and  publishing  the  dangerous 
positions  contained  in  the  said  book.".     The  house  ia 
a  boily  presented  an  address  to  the  King,  enlarging 
in  terms  of  great  indignation  on  the  book  and  its 
pernicious  assertions,  and  on  the  dangerous  tendency 
proceedings  of  (he  Irish  parliament ;  beseech* 
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Ing  his  Majesty  '^  to  exert  his  royal  prudence  to  prevent  iCps- 
their  being  drawn  into  example,  and  to  take  all 
necessary  care,  that  the  laws,  which  directed  and 
restrained  the  parliament  of  Ireland  in  their  act- 
ings, should  not  be  evaded;*'  and  concluding  with  an 
jissurance  of  their  ready  concurrence  and  assI^Jtance  in 
a  parliamentary  way,  to  preserve  and  maintain  the 
dependance  and  subordination  of  Ireland  to  the  Lnpc- 
rial  crown  of  England.  The  King  answered,  "  that 
he  would  take  care,  that  what  was  complained  of 
should  be  prevented  and  redressed  as  the  Commons 
desired."  Thus  were  the  parliaments  of  the  two  couu- 
tries  at  issue. 

It  has  been  the  fate  of  Ireland  to  experience  more  ovcrbr.i- 
harshness  from  the  English  government,  than  any  other  omik  ki  r- 
part  of  the  British  empire  :  on  none  h;is  the  hand  of  n^n?  to- 
the  conqueror  pressed  so  heavily,     The  inflexible  ad-  hnd 
hcrence  of  the  Irish  to  their  old  religion  has  been  gene- 
rally, not  without  some  reason,  assigned  as  the  cause  of 
it.    Yet  singular  it  is,  that  under  a  sovereign,  who  was 
called  over  by  the  nation  as  the  assertor  and  protector 
of  their  rights  and  liberties,  and  under  the  first  Irish 
parliament,  which  consisted  purely  of  protestant  mem- 
bers, the  absolute  paramount  sovereignty  of  England 
was  more  loftily   claimed  and  sternly   exerted,  than 
at  any   subsequent  period.      The  laws,  by    whicli 
the  English   legislature  prohibited    the  exportation 
of  wool    and   woollen   manufactures   from  Ireland, 
upon  pain  of  confiscation,  imprisonment,  and  trans- 
portation, and  by  which  no  acquittal  in  that  kingdon) 
pf  any  ctTcncg  against  these  statutes  was  allowed 
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i6gs.  to  be  pleaded  in  bar  of  any  indictment  upon  them 
within  the  kingdom  of  England,  were  considered  as 
grievous  usurpations  upon  the  independent  constitu- 
tional *  rights  of  Ireland.  The  English  parliament's 
interference  also  with  the  Irish  forfeitures  created  a 
new  and  most  inveterate  ground  of  jealousy  and  ran- 
cour between  the  two  legislatures. 
William  Although  William  had  been  called  to  the  British 

byTisi-ng-  throne  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  protecting  the  civil 
mentT'  '**  Hghts  andlibcriics  of  the  nation,yet  no  monarch  was  ever 
more  thwarted  by  his  parliament  in  his  views  and  inclinao 
tions  towards  his  subjects.  It  might  be  unfair  to  charge 
him  with  the  odium  of  several  public  measures,  which 
the  violence  of  party  compelled  him  to  yield  to.  The 
strong  measure  of  withholding  the  royal  assqnt  from 
bilk,  that  had  passed  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament^ 
could  not  be  expegted  from  William,  who  so  pecu- 
liarly held  his  crown  by  parliamentary  tenure.  On  no 
occasion  w- ere  his  feelings  so  severely  wounded  by  the 
imperious  ascendancy  of  his  English  parliament,  as  on 
passing  the  act  for  resuming  the  forfeited  estates  in 
Ireland.  William  had  exercised  his  discretion  in 
making  grants  of  the  forfeited  lands  in  Ireland  to 
several,  who  had  either  deserved  well  of  their  country 

*  It  evidently  contradicts  the  first  principles  of  oar  constita- 
tional  jurisprudence,  that  a  free  subject,  after  having  been  tried 
upon  a  penal  sta'ute  in  his  own  country,  and  acquitted,  should  be 
dragged  to  a  foreign  laud,  to  undergo  a  second  trial  for  the  same 
o^nce,  without  the  advantage  of  a  jury  of  his  countr}'naen  and 
peers,  aud  probably  without  witnesses  for  his  defence,  or  re* 
cources  for  his  jupport. 
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or  had  acquired  interest  at  court.  The  commons  of  i6<». 
England,  were  jealous  of  the  King*s  favours,  and 
charged  his  Majesty  with  the  breach  of  promise,  that 
he  would  not  grant  away  any  of  those  lands,  but  per- 
mit  them  to  be  sold  for  the  use  of  the  public,  in  order 
to  clear  the  heavy  expenses  of  the  late  war.  They 
accordingly  resolved  to  set  aside  the  seventy-six  grants 
he  had  made. 

By  act  of  the  English  parliament*,  a  commission  of  Parliament- 

aiy  coin- 

seven  persons  was  instituted  to  enquire  into  the  value  mwion  foe 
of  the  forfeited  estates,  which  had  been  disposed  of,  into  the  vi- 
and   into    the  reasons  upon  which  they  had  been  forf^:cdcs- 
alienated  from  the  public.     There  certainly  was  ^ome 
personal  resentment  against  the  King,  in  instituting 
this  scrutiny  into  the  grounds  of  the  royal  grants.  The 
interference  of  the  English  parliament  with  these  con- 
cerns of  Ireland  was  unwarrantable,    whilst  Ireland 
had  an  independent   parliament  of  it^s  own.     The 
flnglish  parliament  assuming  a  general  tutelary  power 

*  11  and  13  Gnl.  III.  c,  2.  An  Act  for  granting  an  Aid  to  hit 
Majesty,  by  sale  of  the  forfeited  and  other  Estates  and  Interests 
in  Ireland,  &c.  This  was  a  legislative  reprimand  to  the  Sovereign, 
who  had  already*  by  virtue  of  his  prerc^tive^  actually  disposed  of 
the  whole  or  the  greater  part  of  the  forfeitures  according  to  his  own 
discrrtion  in  the  76  grants,  which  were  tiius  violently  resumcfd. 
The  preamble  of  the  act^  after  treating  the  conduct  of  the 
Iriih,  in  obe}'ing  and  serving  King  James^  who  in  person  sum- 
moned them  to  their  ^lleglance^  as  so  many  acts  of  treason, 
concludes  in  thii  inference,  unjust  to  the  Irish  and  ungracious  to 
WiUiyn.  '<  Whereas  it  is  highly  reasonable,  that  the  estaten 
of  such  rebels  and  traitors  should  be  applied  in  ease  of  your  Ma-» 
jcsty's  faithful  subjects  of  this  kingdom,  to  the  use  of  the  public." 
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1700.  over  every  part  of  the  British  empire,  aaually  resumed 
these  grants,  which  it  considered  the  King  to  have 
made  unadvisedly  and  extravagantly.  The  majority 
of  the  commissioners  were  strongly  in  the  interest  of 
the  parliament,  the  other  three  were  more  pliant  to  the 
wishes  of  the  crown  *. 
Contest  bcf        The  contest  between  these  parties  produced  benefit 

cwren  the 

cuurt  and     cial  effccts  upon  Ireland.    The  eyes  of  the  nation  were 

purliainncnt*  * 

«ry  iittemt  for  the  first  time  opened  to  abuses,  which  prescription 

beneficii.1  ,  ,     , 

to  Ireland,  seemed  to  have  sanctioned  in  tlie  appropriation  of  Irish 
forfeitures :  and  which  the  Irish  legislature  h^  hi- 
therto been  ever  cither  unable  or  unwilling  to  resist* 
In  thio  contest  the  country  party  prevailed,  and  t 
divers  groundless  and  scandalous  aspersions  having 
been  cast  upon  the  four  commissioners,  who  were  of 
that  party,  the  commons  resolved,  that  they  had  acquit. 

*  The  court  Commissioners  were  Ilcnry  liarl  of  Droghedaj  Sir 
Richard  l/cving,  and  iSir  Francis  HrewsUrj  die  parliament  com* 
iiiissioiitrs  were  rVancis  Aiincsly,  .lolin  Trenchard,  James  Hamil« 
ton,  and  Henry  Langibrd,  esquires  :  these  four  aloncj  signed  tlie 
report,  which  is  to  be  seen  in  the  Appendix  to  my  Historical  Re- 
view, No.  li.  It  accounts  for  the  appropriation  of  1«060,79^ 
acres.  It  would  be  difficult  to  point  out  the  signal  services  ren- 
dered by  Mrs  Elizabeth  Villiers  in  the  reduction  of  Ireland,  that 
entitled  her  to  a  grant  of  Q'yfi4[)  acres,  then  worth,  per  annum, 
^5^9951.  18a.  as  will  be  found  by  this  report.  It  is  to  be  re- 
marked, tl)at  in  the  seventh  article  of  impeachment  against  Lord 
Somers,  is  contained  a  charge,  that  he  "  did  advise,  promote,  and 
procure,  divers  like  grants  of  the  late  forfeited  estates  in  Ireland, 
in  contempt  of  the  advice  of  the  commons  of  England."  Pari.  H{)t« 
Vol  III.  p.  151.  ♦ 

t  Ibid.  p.  132. 
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ted  themselves  in  the  execution  of  that  commission     i7oa 
with  understanding,  courage,  and  integrity  :  and  Sir 
Richard  Leving,  one  o\  the  other  three  commission- 
ers, was  committed  to  the  Tower  for  having  been  the 
author  of  those  reports. 

Ireland,  however,  on  this  as  on  most  occasions,  Yet  Ireland 
was  doomed  to  suflfer  on  both  sides  ;  on  one  from  the  b^ih  sidci» 
extravagant  grants  of  the  forfeited  lands  to  court  fa- 
vourites, in  lieu  of  applying  them  to  the  discharge  of 
the  national  incumbrances;  on  the  other,  by  the  usurp- 
ation and  encroachment  of  the  English  parliament 
upon  the  independent  sovereignty  of  the  parliament  of 
Ireland,  The  rights  of  Ireland  were  wholly  lost  in 
the  heat  of  the  contest.  The  court-party,  wishing  to 
reserve  some  at  least  of  the  forfeited  lands  for  the  dis- 
posal of  the  crown,  put  the  question,  which  passed  in 
the  negative ;  and  on  the  next  day  it  was  resolved, 
"  that  the  advising,  procuring-,  and  passing  the  said 
grants  of  the  forfeited  and  other  estates  in  Ireland,  had 
been  the  occasion  of  contracting  great  debts  upon  the 
nation,  and  lev)'ing  heavy  taxes  upon  the  people  :  and 
that  the  advising  and  passing  the  siud  grants  wus  highly 
reflecting  on  the  King's  honour :  ?.nd  that  the  officers 
and  instruments  concerned  in  the  procuring  and  pass- 
ing these  grants,  had  highly  failed  in  the  perConnance 
of  their  trust  and  duty/' 

The  violence  done  to  the  Kind's  feeling?,  in  giving  Th*  Act  of 

°         ^  "  .  rcfumption 

the  royal  assent  to  the  act  of  resumption,  made  an  im-  seriously 
presaon  on  his  mind  and  spirits,  from  which  he  never  wiiiiam. 
rallied  to  the  hour  of  his  death.     I  lis   Majesty's  ex- 
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^I22l  ^'^^'"^  displeasure  was  expressed  in  his  speech  to  the 
commons,  when  they  addressed  him  in  relation  td  ib6 
Irish  forfeitures.  **  *  Gentlemen,  I  was  not  led  by 
inclination,  but  thought  myself  obliged  in  justice  t3 
reward  those,  who  had  served  well  and  particularly 
in  the  reduction  of  Ireland,  out  of  the  estates  forfeited 
to  me  by  the  rebellion  there,  &c.**  Which  answef, 
when  the  speaker  reported  it,  the  commons  so  highly 
resented,  that  they  resolved,  "  that  whoever  advised 
ir  had  used  his  utmost  endeavours  to  create  a  misun- 
derstanJing  and  jealousy  between  the  King  and  his 
people."  The  soreness  of  King  William  on  this 
occasion  is  feirly  accounted  for  by  the  observation,  that 
f'  Whereas  the  late  King,  who  came  oyer  here  a  per- 
fect stranger  to  our  laws,  and  to  our  people,  regard- 
less of  posterity,  wherein  he  was  not  likely  to  survive, 
thought  he  could  no  better  strengthen  a  new  title,  than 
by  purchasing  friends  at  the  expense  of  every  thing. 
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Tolerant      which  it  was  in'his  power  to  part  witht  J 

dwpi  sition  r  I  T 

of  William        The  principal,  if  not  the  only  obstacle,  which  Wil- 

row.  4i  the      .  r  r     ^^  ... 

ixish.  Jiam   had   experienced  in   establishing  himself  com* 

*  Vol.  III.  Pari  Hist.  p.  122. 

+  Swift's  Hist,  of  the  Four  last  Years  of  Ann,  p.  240. 

X  The  late  Earl  of  Clare,  in  his  speech  so  often  referred  tO« 
(p*  23)  speaking  of  this  difference  between  the  two  parliaments, 
tells  us,  «*  that  \\\z  English  colony  (a  term  strongly  marking 
that  the  Irish  parliament  was  not  then  the  representative  of  the 
^  Iristf  nation)   however  sore  they  might  have  felt  under  the  sharp 

rebuke  of  their  countrymen,  were  too  sensible  of  the  dangers  h\ 
which  they  were  surrounded,  aud  their  inability  to  encounter  them, 
to  push  this  political  quarrel  to  a  breach  with  the  English  par** 
liament.** 
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pletely  on  the  throne^  was  the  resistance  of  the  Irish.    ^J^,^^ 
They  were  the  first  and  last  in  the  field  in  support  of 
the  house  of  Stuart :  and  although  several  penal  and 
severe  laws  were  passed  during  his  reign  against  the 
Roman  catholics  of  Ireland,  yet  it  is  but  justice  to  al- 
low, that  the  royal  assent  given  to  them  by  King 
William  imported  no  personal  disposition  in  that  ma«- 
narch  to  harass  or  persecute  his  catholic  subjects  en 
the  score  of  religion.     He  is  generally  panegyrized  for 
his  spirit  of  toleration,  on  account  of  the  act  passed  in 
the  first  year  of  his   reign  *,  for  easing  his  pro* 
testant  dissenting  subjects  from  the  penalties  of  several 
laws,  which  then  affected  them  in  common  with  the 
Roman  catholics.     This,  however  congenial  with  the 
feelings  of  King  William,  who  was  himself  a  Calvinist, 
or  presbyterian,  had  been  previously  arranged  by  the 
party,  that  brought  him  over.  It  appears  certain  from 
Harris's  admission  and  the  constant  claims  of  the  Irish 
catholics,  that  William  had  made  them  a  solemn  pro- 
mise "  to  procure  them  such  further  security  from 
parliament  in  the  particular  of  religion,  as  might  prevent 
them  from  any  future  disturbance  on  that  account,'* 
In  this,  however,  they  were  miserably  disappointed : 
not  perhaps  from  that  monarch's  want  of  sincerity  and 
favourable  dispo^tion  towards  them,  but  from  his  ina- 
bility to  resist  the  violence  of  the  party,  to  which  he 

•  1  W.  andM.  c.  18.  An  Act  for  exempting  their  Majesty's 
piotesUnt  subjecti,  dissenting  from  the  charch  of  England,  from 
the  pentlties  of  certain  laws. 
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\70\.  vras  compelled  to  yield,  to  the  sore  annoyance  of  his 
^"^^^^  own  fillings.  Had  William  been  better  treated  by 
his  English  subjects,  he  would  have  appeared  more 
amiable  in  their  eyes :  for  in  Holland,  where  his  tern* 
per  was  not  nifRed  by  disappointment  and  opposition, 
he  was  uncxccptionably  tolerant  and  universally  be^ 
loved  *  • 
rrifh  of  The  unexpected  death  of  the  Duke  of  Glocester, 
the  son  of  the  Princess  Ann,  in  his  seventeenth  year, 
and  the  death  of  the  late  King  James  about  the  same 
time,  gave  rise  to  the  act,  by  which  the  crown  was 
settled  on  the  house  of  Hanover,  which  was  the 
last  act  paiised  in  this  reign,  t  This  and  the  sub- 
&cc}uciit   act  of    abjuration    secured    the  protestant 

*  Two  ])riii€ipal  causes,  however,  couairred  against  his  being 
beloved  by  ilie  genetali(y  of  his  Irish  subjects  :  the  first  was  the 
ci\ictineut  of  several  penal  laws  against  the  Roman  Catholics :  the 
5eci):ici  was  Iiis  ready  co-operation  with  the  parliament  of  Eng- 
land to  ruin  the  woollen  trade  of  Ireland.  *'  I  shall/'  said  his 
^lajcity  to  tlie  jinglish  commons  on  the  2J  of  July,  1698, 
•*  do  all  that  lies  in  me  to  discourage  the  woollen  mannfacture  in 
Ireland." 

t  This  act  pawed  on  the  7th  of  June,  I701.  13  Gul.  c.  f).  It 
lA  imitulcd,  An  act  for  the  funher  security  of  his  Majesty's  persoo 
and  ihe  succession  of  the  crown  in  tlic  protestant  line,  and  for 
CKiingnishing  the  liopes  of  the  pretended  Prince  of  Wale?,  and  all 
other  pretenders,  and  their  open  and  secret  abettors.  This  im- 
portant event  made  little  sensation  in  Ireland,  as  the  whole  body  of 
Roman  CathoH<!S,  from  whom  alone  any  opposition  to  it  could 
have  been  expected,  were  excluded  from  the  parliament  and  crciy 
intcilcreiicc  with  public  affairs. 


"> 
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succession.  William's  health  had  for  some  time  1701. 
been  on  the  decline,  but  his  dissolution  was  im- 
mediately brought  on  by  a  fall  from  his  horse^  by 
which  his  collar-bone  was  fractured*  He  died  in 
the  fifty-secpnd  year  of^his  age,  and  the  thirteenth 
of  his  reign. 


VOL.  II. 


(     34     ) 
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1702.        Ann,  the  daughter  of  James  II.,  who  had  been 
married    to  the    Prince    of   Denmark,    succeeded 


of  Ann.  WilEam.  She  was  the  last  of  the  line  of  Stuart^  that 
filled  the  British  throne.  The  glory  of  the  British 
arms  under  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  has  thrown  a 
glare  over  the  historical  pages  of  this  sovereign's  reign, 
that  has  almost  obliterated  the  melancholy  effects  of 
the  spirit  of  party,  which  infected  it  throughout.  In 
the  meridian  heat  of  Whiggism  and,  Toryism,  nothing 
was  done  in  moderation  :  and  few  of  the  transactions 
of  that  day  have  reached  us  in  a  form  unwarped  by  the 
prejudices  of  the  narrators.  Throughout  every  part 
of  the  British  empire,  except  Ireland,  the  constitutional 
rights  of  the  subject  ebbed  and  flowed  with  the  alter- 
nate prevalence  of  one  of  these  parties.  The  Irish  na- 
tion was  doomed  to  suffer  under  every  Stuart  j  and 
the  conduct  of  this  monarch  to  them  carried  the  family 
ingratitude  to  itg  acme. 
The  Queen  The  queeu  was  alternately  led  down  the  stream 
■•ccocUncjr  either  by  the  Whigs  or  the  Tories,  as  their  respective 
Piit/,  pardes  gained  the  ascendancy  in  parliament.  The  whole 
pf  her  reign  was  a  state  of  contest  and  violence.  Parties 
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in  Ireland  kept  lidt  the  same  equilibrium  as  in  England ;  >  703. 
the  great  mass  of  the  Irish  people  was  forced  or 
frightened  out  of  any  political  interference  with  state 
affairs.  The  Queen^  who  held  her  crown  against  the 
claims  of  her  brother  by  the  tenure  of  protestantism> 
readily  yielded  to  the  cries  of  both  parties  to  op- 
press the  great  body  of  her  catholic  subjects  of 
Ireland^ 

No  crihfies,  ho  new  oSenceS.  Hd  attempts  against  Actibrpif. 

,  :  r         o  venting  the 

the  government^  were  laid  to  their  charge :  and  a  Hew  growrik  or 
code  of  unparalleled  rigor  was  imposed  upon  this  suf- 
fering people.  They  had  fofnierly  been  deprived  of 
iheir  inheritances:  they  were  now  prevented  from 
ever  again  acquiric^g  an  inch  of  land  in  that  king* 
dom^  and  subjected  to  further  penalties  and  disabi- 
lities for  professing  their  religion**  Nothing  more 
strongly  pourtrays  the  abandoned  state  of  the  Irish 
catholics  at  this  period^  than  that  no  man  in  aiher 
house  of  pafliament  stood  up  in  their  favour  to  oppose 
the  act  for  preventing  the  further  growth  of  Popery^ 

*  Without  entering  into  ft  kiaViieating  detail  of  this  new  penal 
tode,  suffice  it  to  refer  the  reader  to  Mr.  Burke's  highty- 
finisbed  picture  of  it  in  his  odminible  Letter  to  Sir  Hercules 
Langribhe,  (Let.  to  Lang.  p.  870  *o  ^hom  be  says:  «'You  ab- 
horred it,  as  I  did,  for  its  vicious  perfection.  For  I  most  do  it  just- 
ice.  It  was  a  ooinplete  qrstem  fidl  of  coh<^nce  and  consistency  t 
well  digested  and  well  composed  in  all  its  parti.  It  was  a  ma- 
chine of  wise  and  elaborate  contrivance ;  and  as  well  fitted  for  tbo 
oppression,  impoverishment,  and  degradation  of  a  people^  and  tho 
debasement  in  them  of  human  nature  itself  as  ever  proceeded 
from  the  perverted  ingenuity  of  man.** 

d2 
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iro3«  Some  members  of  the  commons  affected  to  clear  them- 
selves of  responsibility,  by  resigning  their  seats  to 
others  of  a  more  pliant  disposition  *•  Resignations  on 
this  score  became  so  frequent^  that  the  house  came  to 
a  resolution,  **  that  the  excusing  of  members  at  their 
own  request  from  the  service  of  the  house,  and  there- 
upon issuing  out  new  writs  to  elect  other  members  to 
serve  in  their  places,  was  of  dangerous  consequence, 
^nd  tended  to  the  subversion  of  the  constitution  of 
parliament. '*  And  it  was  afterwards  resolved  unani- 
mously, ^^  that  it  might  be  the  standing  order  of  the 
house,  that  no  new  writs  for  electing  members  of  par- 
liament in  place  of  members  excusing  themselves  from 
the  service  of  the  house,  do  issue  at  the  desire  of  such 
members,  notwithstanding  any  former  precedents  to 
the  contrary/* 
Fmcc  of  So  violent  was  the  tide  of  anti-catholic  prejudice  at 
lie  prrju-  thls  pcriod  in  Ireland,  that  the  British  cabinet  feared 
to  oppose  the  severity  they  condemned.  The  Queen 
was  at  this  time  in  alliance  with  the  Emperor,  and 
upon  the  strength  of  it  had  interceded  with  him  for 
certain  indulgencies  on  behalf  of  his  protestant  sub- 
jects. It  appeared  therefore  an  ill-judged  moment  to 
encrease  the  persecution  of  her  own  subjects,  who  were 

*  llicse  membefis  instead  of  opposing  ^what  they  conderaned, 
like  Pilate  waslied  their  hands  before  the  people>  in  proof  of  their 
innocence.  This  prevaricating  system  of  debasement  has  been 
recently  followed  on  the  question  of  union,  by  the  temporizing  or 
venal  secession  of  membcrar,  who  wanted  assurance  to  support  that 
measure,  which  thty  left  to  be  carried  by  the  votes  of  their  less 
ptuictilious  Bubstilutcs. 
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not  protestants.    Her  ministers  feared  the  party,  which    1708. 
had  proposed  the  measure,  in  which  were  many  dis-    ^"^"^ 
senters  of  great  political  influence.     They  reported  in 
the  true  spirit  of  Stuart  policy  to  the  following  expe- 
dient.    They  superadded  to  the   bill,  already  sur- 
charged with  cruelty,  a  clause,  by  which  all  perscHis  in 
Ireland  were  rendered  incapable  of  any  employment 
under  the  crown^  or  of  being  magistrates  in  any  city, 
who  should  njot>  agreeably  to  the  English  Test  Act,  re- 
ceive the  sacrament  according  to  the  usage  of  the 
church  of  Ireland.     To  this  it  was  presumed  the  dis- 
senters would  not  have  submitted ;  and  so  the  bill 
would  be  lost.     The  base  experiment  iailed,  and  the 
unintended  severity  fell  both  upon  the  protestant  dis- 
senters and    the    catholics :    not  because  they   me- 
rited punishment,  but  because  a  timid  and  insincere 
mioistry  preferred  duplicity  and  deceit  to  candor  and 
manliness*.     The  bill,  thus  loaded  with  the  intempe- 
rate rigor,  which  the  British  cabinet  had  heaped  upon 
it  for  preventing  its  passing,  went  through  both  houses 
without  opposition  from  a  single  member  19  any  stagQ 
of  its  progress. 

This  bill  was  conceived  by  the  persons  comprised  in  Corapitintt 
the  articles  of  Limerick,  to  be  a  direct  violatipn  of  latioo  of 
thi^m,     Lord  Sansland  and  colonel  Brown,  with  sever  ofumenck^ 
ral  other  catholic  gentlemen,  petitioned  to  be  heard  by 

«  Burnett  lajs^  <*  it  was  hoped  by  those  f  who  got  this  clause 
added  to  the  bill>  that  those  in  Ireland  who  promoted  it  most 
would  now  be  the  less  fond  of  it,  when  it  had  such  a  weight  hung 
to  il.*'    History  of  his  own  Times,  Vol«  U.  214. 

t  This  WIS  Lord  Godolphin's  minisuy. 
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1709.  counsel  against  it :  this  was  granted.  After  the  art 
^^^^^  guments  of  Sir  Theobald  Butler,  Mr.  Makme^  and 
Sir  Stephen  Rice,  of  counsel  for  the  petitiooens^  had 
l>een  heard  both  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lordsand 
Commons^  and  totally  disregarded,  the  petitioners 
were  tauntingly  assured,  that  if  they  were  deprived  of 
the  benefit  of  the  articles  of  Limerick,  it  was  their 
own  fault,  since  by  conforming  to  the  established  re- 
ligion, they  would  be  entitled  to  these  and  many  other 
benefits :  that  therefore  they  ought  not  to  blame  any 
but  themselves :  that  the  passing  of  that  tail  into  a 
law  was  needful  for  the  security  of  the  kingdom  at 
that  juncture^  and  in  short,  that  there  was  nothing  ia 
the  artidesof  Limerick  which  should  hinder  them  frooi 
passing  it% 

^J^^*  The  protestant  dissenters  did  not  silently  submit  tq 
mpanrt^the  ^  involvcd  in  the  severity,  which  substantially  and 
^^^  formally  was  intended  by  the  parliament  of  Ireland 
and  the  cabinet  of  England  to  f;^l  upon  the  catholic^ 
exclusively ;  they  ?iccordingly  presented  a  petition  tq 
the  commpns  oxi  the  occasion  of  the  above-mentioned 
clause,  which  has  been  usually  termed  the  Sacra*, 
mental  Testj  complaining,  that  to  their  great  surprise 
^d  disappointment  they  found  a  clause  inserted  iq 
ITie  Act  to  prevent  the  further  Growth  of  Popery^ 

*  Debates  on  the  Popery  BilU  2  Ann.  The  arguments  of 
counsel  before  the  commons  on  the  22d  of  Feb^puary,  i^id  bcfiire 
the  lords  on  the  28th  of  February,  1703^  are  given  in  the  Appen* 
4iz  to  my  Historical  Review^  No.  LI  I.  Mr.  Arthur  Brown^  ^ 
17Q8«  one  of  the  representatives  for  the  University  of  Dublin,  pob- 
Vished  a  very  warm  pamphlet  to  refute  this  charge,  which  he  con? 
ceiyed  tended  to  bruig  odium  on  the  protestant  interest. 
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which  had  not  its  rise  io  that  honpurable  house;  1704. 
whereby  they  were  disal)led  fro^x  executing  any  pub-  ^^^^"^ 
lie  trust  for  the  service  of  her  ^jesty,  the  prpte^t^t 
rel^ioa,  or  the^r  country,  unless  a^itrary  to  theii^  con* 
sdences  they  should  receive  the  Lprd's  Supper  ac;* 
cording  to  t|ie  rites  a^d  usages  of  thc^  ^tablis^e^ 
church  ^.  This  parliament  w^  disposed  to  £a^your  the 
dissenters,  inasmuch  as  th^  joined  >vith  it  in  the 
common  cause  against  the  catho.Ugs ;  but  its  horror 
of  popery  outbalanced  its  tenderness  for  presbytery, 
and  it  prevailed  by  £ur  words  with  tb^  dissenters  to 
withdraw  their  opposition  to  the  bill,  p^  9  spacious 
promise,  that  the  clause  obnoxious  to  theiQ  ^Qu|d  be 
repealed  in  their  &vour.  Cruelty  and  injustice  gene: 
rally  go  hand  in  hand.  Not  only  the  clause  affecting 
the  dissenters,  whose  punishment  could  in  no  shapQ 
check  the  growth  of  popery,  was  left  unrepealed,  but 
during  this  queen's  reign  it  was  frequently  carried  into 
the  most  rigorous  execution!  • 

The  ingratitude  of  the  Stuart  family  never  ceased  Theinih 

r  '  ^  penecatcd 

to  press  upon  those,  who  had  been  the  nrst  and  the  last  by  the  stu^ 
to  fight  for  them  in  their  distresses,    In  the  front  of  thorfriciMfi, 

•  Vid.  Com.  Joarn,  Vol.  II.  451. 

f  In  October,  1707,  the  commons  came  to  resolutions^  that  by 
the  Act  to  prevent  the  farther  Growth  of  Popery*  the  burgesses 
of  Belfast  were  obliged  to  subscribe  the  declaration  and  receive  tho 
Sacrament  according  to  the  us!ig?  of  the  Church  of  Ireland  :  and 
th^t  the  hurgessship  of  the  said  burgesses  of  Belfast,  who  had  not 
subscribed  the  declaration  and  received  the  sacrament  punu* 
ant  to  t|ie  said  act^  was  bj  sach  neglect  bccoQi^  vacant^   Vi4f 

Ii4 
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1 704.  their  domestic  enemies^  the  Irish  had  once  more  to  read 
the  perfidious  name  of  Ormond.  The  grandson  of  that 
Duke,  who  had  sold  Dublin  to  the  regicides,  who  sent 
all  his  protestant  soldiers  to  the  rebels,  who  persisted 
in  disobeying  his  soverdgn,  till  the  axe  fell  on  his  head, 
and  who  never  ceased  to  oppress  and  persecute  hb 
catholic  countryrtleU)  was  sent  over  by  the  queen  as 
lord-lieutenant.  Scarcely  had  he  arrived,  when  the  com* 
mons*^  relying  probably  on  his  hereditary  propenaty  to 
oppress  his  suflfering  countrymen,  presented  to  him  the 
bill  to  prevent  the  further  growth  of  popery.  His  Grace 
was  pleased  to  give  them  his  promise,  that  he  wduld 
recommend  it  in  the  most  efiectual  manner,  and  do 
every  thing  in  his  power  to  prevent  the  growth  of 
poperyt.  At  the  opening  of  this  parliament,  the  Lords 
agreed  "  to  an  address  by  way  of  thanks  to  her  Ma- 
jesty, for  her  great  care  of  her  subjects  of  this 


in  the  Commons*  Journ,  vol.  II.  564.  a  petition  of  the  Dowagor 
Countess  of  Donnegal  on  behalf  of  her  infant  son,  upon  a 
contested  election  for  that  borough^  which  gave  rise  to  theie 
resolutions. 

•  Vide  Burnett's  Historjr  of  his  own  Times,  vol.  II.  214. 

t  It  exceeds  the  function  of  the  hiitdrian  to  attempt  to  fathom 
the  sincerity  of  the  iKrtors  in  those  scenes,  which  it  is  his  dutj  to 
represent.  This  very  Duke  of  Ormond,  who  in  the  year  I704 
received  the  warmest  thanks  of  the  Irish  parliament  for  having  pro- 
cured lor  them  tliii  hairier  to  the  protestant  religion,  as  it  waathen 
termed,  was  in  tlic  lapse  ot  some  few  years  convicted  of  high  trea- 
son, and  a  reward  of  10,0001.  put  upon  his  head,  for  having  do 
serted  his  protestant  sovereign,  and  adlicrcd  to  a  Popish  pre- 
tender to  the  tluroue* 
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dom,  in  sending  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Ormond  lieu-  JJ^l' 
tenant  thereof  *.'*  The  penal  laws  passed  against  the 
Roman  catholics  of  Ireland  under  this  Queen  have 
ever  been  the  theme  of  discontent  with  all  their 
writers  !•  They  were  passed  against  the  secret 
wishes  and  fallacious  efforts  of  the  British  cabinet,  by 
the  procurement  of  the  Irish  aristocracy  and  the  una- 
nimous vote  of  an  Irish  parliament.  The  lords  in  an 
address  to  the  lord-lieutenant,  assured  his  grace,  that  it 
was  with  great  satisfaction  they  beheld  him  following 
the  example  of  his  illustrious  ancestor,  and  that  they 
attended  his  grace  to  acknowledge  and  congratulate 
with  him  on  the  good  effects  of  his  indefatigable  *^ppli- 
cation^  as  well  in  framing  as  in  obtauiing  the  return  of 
80  many  good  bills,  bat  especialltf  The  Bill  to  pre* 
vent  the  further  Growth  of  Poperij  J.    In  the  same 


♦  "  At  thU  titn«,  says  Dr.  Somcrville  (  vol.  II.  page  1286.)  ihe 
e](tremc  oppression  and  misery  endured  by  hi  Irish  cannot  be  ro- 
presented  in  stronger  cdours,  than  by  the  bare  detail  of  facts* 
which  appear  in  the  journals  of  parliament.  Mult 't.iicd  instances 
occurred  almost  every  session  of  the  abuse  a. id  perversion  of 
power  by  ma^^ist fetes  and  justices  of  the  peace  :  the  frauds  of 
contipcton^  and  the  monstrous  cruelties  inflicted  by  oflicer^  in  tho 
recruiting  service,  which  exhibit  a  complexion  of  mauiicrs  little  re. 
moved  fium  barbarism.*' 

f  Thus  Curry  speaks  of  The  Act  to  prevent  the  further  Growth 
of  Popery,  vol.  II.  page  234.  "  A  penal  statute,  through  which 
there  runs  such  a  vein  of  ingenious  cruelty,  tliat  it  seems  to  be 
dictated  rather  by  some  praetor  of  Dioclebian,  than  by  a  British  or 
Irish  nobleman.'* 

}  Lords*  Journ.  p.  8^.    Burnett  confirms  this  statcmeut  of  (he 
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I  TiM.  year*,  tlicy  assured  her  Majesty  of  their  unshaken  fide- 
lity to  her  person,  crown,  and  government:  and  as 
they  were  inseparably  annexed  to  the  Imperial  crown 
nl  Knjjland,  so  were  they  resolved  to  oppose  all  at- 
tempts that  might  be  made  by  Scotland,  or  any  other 
n;ui()n  ivhatsoevcT,  to  divide  them  from  it,  or  defeat 
the  succession  in  the  protestant  line,  as  Hmited  by 
several  acts  of  parliamcntj. 
ih.  r""<«i         During  the  whole  reign  of  Queen  Ann  the  penal 

I  Willi    |,jxvs  were  executed  with  unrelentmg  severity  against 

<••  «■  iii\ 

iit>  i>it  .1  |lir 

I  .out*.  •'  'ri»«'  I'oniinon^,  (says  lie)  otTcrcd  this  bill  to  the  Dukeof 
t  )iiniMul.  pio^siii^  him  with  more  than  usual  vehemence  to  inter. 
« I  ttr  \\\  rfVn  lunllv.  that  ii  might  be  relumed  back  under  the  gmt 
aiMl  III  I  n};Kiiul.  It  camr  over  warmly  reconunended  bjr  tbc 
piiki'  i>l  iVuuuu)."  U'^t.  \\A,  il.  page  214- 

•  Ihul.  |M};epl. 

f  rhr  «MhiiCi*iioti  ot"  iv.Jitor,  Mil.er  tha3  the  order  of  time, 
|ii>iH(«  iMti  \\\\^x\  wh.it  «|yi';e$  of  ir.tl'jer.ce  Ireland  has  from  time 
*i»  tMih  Wk-w  opr*rxH<\l.  AlthiHi^S  Mrong  ^Tmptomsof  disadfection 

I I  thM^Malix  .*))i\i  v«\  in  Scvnlaiid  in  tl:e  year  1 704»  to  which  the 
.iiUtirH>  \\  \\\<  \  orJ.*  nffjrred,  jet  no  h^toiir  has  charged  the  Jiiih 
wijh  h.i\i!»i:  Ivfn  ix»::ceroed  i:i  them,  or  even  in  the  subsequent  re« 
l»r*.'i«Mis  ot  I  r  1  "^  or  of  1 7-*5.  Yet  upon  the  brrakicg  oat  of  that 
in  IfU'.  theComnioas  cf  Ireland,  in  their  address  to  the  crown 
!':»  v.zx  OvV.i<-:0!\  expressed  ihat  "  it  wa$  with  the  utmoit 
ri.v'c:'c  tl;f7  locnd,  that  this  coiiairr  ; Ireland)  had  giten  birth 
to  J^tiues  Duke  of  C>nrond.  a  perse r^,  who  in  despite  of  hii 
allc^i^ror  and  the  ob^igatiou^  cf  repealed  o«ihs,  had  been 
en?*  cf  the  chief  authors  aisd  fomenteis  of  that  wicked  and 
vnr.aiural  rebellion."  Xo  terms  can  b«  too  strong  to  eipreM  the 
h>pccr:t:c:d  ar.d  traitorous  conduct  cf  this  debased  DoUemtB. 
Although  it  be  d  fF.cif.t  :o  account  for  the  wanton  and  malidoas 
pu^y,  with  which  be  riveted  the  gailllng  joke  of  penenatko  OQ 
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the  cathqKcs.  It  w?is  the  current,  though  unwise  JJ^ 
policy  of  that  day,  to  consider  the  Roman  Catholics 
as  enemies  to  the  crown  and  government  of  the  reainu 
The  Earl  of  Pembroke,  lord-lieutenant  in  1706, 
recommended  to  the  Irish  parliament  to  provide  for 
the  security  of  the  realm  against  their  foreign  and 
domestic  enemies,  meaning  by  the  latter,  the  body  o^ 
Catholics  :  for  he  subjoined,  that  he  was  commanded 
to  inform'them,  that  her  Majesty,  considering  the  nqmr 
ber  of  Papists  in  Ireland,  would  be  glad  of  an  expe- 
4ient  to  strengthen  the  interest  of  her  Protestant 
subjects  in  that  kingdom.  It  was  impolitic  and 
dangerous  to  treat  any  portion  of  the  population  as 
enemies ;  and  the  surest  method  of  making  or  keeping 
them  hostile.  The  resistance  of  so  much  provocation 
to  rebellion,  as  such  a  principle  when  acted  upoi^  must 
have  produced,  is  a  marked  test  of  the  steady  loyalty 
and  peaceful  demeanour  of  the  Irish  Catholics  from  the 
revolution  to  the  accession  of  his  present  Majesty, 
under  whom  they  first  had  the  happiness  of  being  con- 
^dered  no  longer  as  enemies. 

The  parliament  of  England  seemed  at  this  period  to  impoittir 

Rovcmmcnt 
of  irciand, 

fhe  Deckf  of  hU  unoficnding  pourtrymen,  by  encouniging  that 
ferocious  act  of  Ann,  yet  he  rendered  justice  to  their  fidelity 
by  not  even  attempting  to  turn  the  influence  of  the  landlord 
over  a  numerous  ten^ntryy  or  of  the  governor  over  the  de- 
pendants of  the  castle,  to  the  despetate  purpose  of  shaking  their 
welLknownand  tried  loyalty.  An  honourable,  though  forced  tes- 
timony of  the.steady  allegiance  of  the  Irish  nation,  in  which  not  a 
single  arm  was  publickly  raised  in  favour  of  the  Stuarts  against  th^ 
flapov^  saocetMop. 
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>  70/ .  consider  the  permanent  debility  of  Ireland  as  their  best 
security  for  her  connection  \%ith  the  British  cro^n,  and 
the  Irish  parliament  to  rest  the  security  of  the  colony 
upon  maintaining  a  perpetual  and  impassable  barrier 
against  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  the  country.  The 
executive  government  was  committed  nominally  to  a 
ificeroy^  but  essentially  to  lords-justices,  selected  from 
the  principal  state-ofBcers  of  the  country,  who  w^re 
entrusted  with  the  conduct  of  what  was  called  the 
king's  business,  but  w  hich..  u  ith  more  propriety,  might 
have  been  called  the  business  of  the  lords-justices. 
The  viceroy  came  to  Ireland  for  a  few  months  aoly  in 
two  years,  and  returned  to  England  perfectly  satisfied 
with  his  mission,  if  he  did  not  leave  the  concerns  of 
the  English  go\  emment  worse  than  he  found  them : 
and  the  !o:ds-justices  in  his  absence  ^ere  entrusted 
iir.p'iiciiiy  uiih  the  means  of  consolidating  an.  aristo- 
cratic inrluence,  which  made  them  the  necessary  ia^ 
siiuments of  the  English  irovcmiuent*. 
ThciiK'h  ^^  1707,  the  coa^.raons  voted  an  address  of  congra- 
^l^^s  t'-^'-^-^i^  to  her  Majosty,  on  the  union  of  her  Majesty'^ 
jj^j^"^  kingdoms  of  England  and  Scotland,  and  on  the 
oUiJic*.  s;i|..^e  Jav  rre<e:::ed  zn  avidrtss  to  the  Earl  of  Pern* 
broke,  their  li.uterant,  in  which  they  thankfullv 
;:ck::cv.levic:tN!  thebtncS:>:  they  enjoyed  in  that  happy 
cpportun::y  cf  niecii:.^  under  his  exccilenc)'s  govern- 
ment, to  ciuc:  such  laws  as  were  yet  wanting  to 
siren,:th.n  the  proiesrant  interest  of  the  kingdonu 
And  ihoy  assured   his  excellency,  that  they  were  met 

•  \\d.  Li :i  CI.  it's  S^r-vvh.^::  :h:Uii:oc,  p.  6. 


Wharton. 
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m  resolutions  to  improve  that  opportunity  to  the      ^709- 

of  their  power,  to  disappoint  the  designs  of 

ho  endeavoured  to  give  advantage  to  their  com- 

emy,  by  creating  misunderstandings  amongst 

ints*. 

ai  the  Earl  of  Wharton  prorogued  the  parlia-  Thccatho- 

a  the  30th  of  March,   1709,  he  told  them,  t  ^rcomm^n 

made  no  question,  but  that  they  understood  the"EiVi  of 
1  the  true  interest  of  the  protestant  religion  in 
ngdom^  not  to  endeavour  to  make  all  such 
ants  as  easy  as  they  could^  who  were  willing  to 
ute  what  they  could  to  defend  the  whole  against 
nmon  enemy.  It  was  not  the  law  then  passed  |, 
f  law  that  the  wit  of  man  could  frame,  would 
them  againsi  Popery,  whilst  they  continued  di- 
mongst  themselves.  It  being  demonstrable,  that 

there  were  a  firm  friendship  and  confidence 
St  the  Protestants  of  that  kingdom,  it  would  be 
ible  for  them  either  to  be  happy  or  to  be  safe. 
e  was  directed  to  declare  to  them,  as  her  Ma- 
fixed  resolution^  that  as  her  Majesty  would  al- 
maintain  and  support  the  church,  as  by  law 
ihed,  so  it  was  her  royal  will  and  intention,  that 
senters  should  not  be  pei*sccuted  nor  molested 
exercise  of  their  religion.  The  dissenters  were 
illy  displeased,  and  had  petitioned  against  the 

^om.  Journ.  p  4g4, 

ourn.  Lords,  p.  3 1 6. 

I  act  for  explaining  and  amending  an  act,  iniiiulcd  An  Act 
nt  the  farther  Growth  of  Popery. 
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1709.  clause  for  the  sacramental  test ;  and  now  the  act,  iil 
which  it  was  introduced,  was  explained  and  amended^ 
without  anv  attention  to  their  interest.  The  Lord- 
lieutenant  *  substituted  f<iir  promises  and  ^pedoos 
words  for  that  substantial  relief,  which  they  ex- 
pected, lie  had  the  address  to  keep  the  Dis- 
senters quiet,  VEL  the  delusive  expectation  of  be^ 
ing  eased  of  this  galling  restriction  in  k  future 
sos:$]on,  when  it  might  be  done  with  less  umbrage  to 
the  Ciitho^ics.  The  cordial  sympathy  of  this  House 
of  Commons,  with  their  profligate  governor t,  is 
u   melancholy  illustration  of   the   estrangement   of 

*  Tluunds  Karl  of  Wharton  was  a  man  of  notorious  profligacfi 
Imt  ot^nrrtit  mlvirt^,  and  im  incoiisidenible  share  of  talent  Tlii 
likooc^  ol  his  poitniit.  left  us  by  Swit\«  has  nrrrr  been  qaestioned^ 
though  ivr>lJ(-roi  by  seme  at  coo  strooglj  tinctured  ^with  party* 
prf^jihiliv.  It  \^.is  howtx-cr  Likeo  Ircm  litet  and  with  the  adnn- 
t,^;o  ot  |^rrson;iI  imKiucy.  ••  He  had  imbibed  his  fathers  prind^ 
|»Us  \i\  jjvnomaiciU  he  um>  a  rigid  Presbytefian  ,  but^dropped  his 
it^Vi^ion*  and  tix^k  up  no  other  in  its  stead  :  excepting  that  circum* 
stancr,  he  ix  a  firm  Presbytenao.  He  contracted  such  largt  debts> 
that  \\\\  brethren  were  fo^cei^  out  of  merejustice^tokavelrdaiid 
at  his  inercy,  where  he  bad  cnly  time  10  set  himself  right.  He  is 
ver)  useful  in  parliamerit,  being  a  ready  speaker,  and  contnit  to 
eirploy  his  git't  upoo  such  occasions,  where  those,  who  conceive 
tliry  h::ve  any  reiuaindcr  of  reputarion  or  modesty  are  ashamed  to 
iipj  car."     Hiitory  of  the  Four  last  Years  of  Queen  Ann. 

t  I>«n  Swift,  even  before  the  death  of  this  nobleman,  said  of 
him  :  •*  He  ha<  siuik  his  fortune  by  endea^-ouring  to  niio  one 
kingdom,  a:u)  luith  raised  it  by  going  tar  in  the  ruin  of  another. 
His  »duunistrntion  of  Ireland  was  looked  upon  as  a  sufficient 
grouml  \o  inipeach  him  at  least  for  high  crimes  and  misdemeanon: 
}ci  he  h.is  gaiiird  by  the  governn'.cnt  of  that  kingdom  under  twe 
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le  parliament  from  the  welfare  of  the  Irish  peo-  t7>i- 
le«  In  August,  1 709,  the  commons  presented  a 
lost  obsequious  address  to  the  Lord-lieutenant,  ia 
hich  they  assured  him,  *'  that  they  gratefully  acknow- 
dged  her  Majesty's  more  particular  care  of  them,  in 
>pointing  his  excellency  their  chief  governor,  whose 
{ual  and  impartial  administration  gave  them  just 
ason  to  hope,  and  earnestly  wish  his  long  continu- 
ice  in  the  government  *.*' 

The  prevalence  of  the  Tory  party  in  the  last  four  The  T<iri« 
jars  of  Queen  Ann,  lets  in  the  broadest  day-light  Qucca 

.  .  ?        against  rt» 

pon  the  rea!  grounds  of  alarm  and  insecurity,  which  Pretbyic- 
le  English  cabinet  entertained  for  the  fate  of  Ireland. 
Tiey  viewed  the  increasing  influence  of  the  Presby- 
irians  with  such  dread  and  jealousy,  that  on  the  7th 
F  November,  1711,  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal 
resented  an  address  to  her  Majesty,  in  which  they 
)mplained  of  the  Earl  of  Wharton*s  having 
msed  her  Majesty's  name,  in  ordering  nolle  proscqnis 
\  stop  proceedings  against  one  Fleming  and  others, 
\T  disturbing  the  peace  of  the  town  of  Drogheda,  by 
^tting  up  a  meeting-house,  where  tliere  had  been  none 
^r  the  last  twenty-eight  years.  They  represented  to 
er  Majesty,  that  those  unjust  complainers  of  perse^ 
jtion,  whilst  themselves  enjoyed  ease  and  security, 
ad  exercised  great  severities  towards  their  conform- 
ig  neighbours,  by  denying  them  common  offices  of 
umanity,  and  by  threatening  and  actually   ruining 

sari  45,000 1.    by  the  most  favourable  romputationi   half  iii  iLe 
!galar  way,  apd  half  io  the  prudential «'* 
*  2  Comxn.  Journ.  p.  63 1 
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!£iL';  several,    who  in  compliance  with    their  consdence 
had    left    their    sect.    They   complained^   that    the 
episcopal  order  had   been  by  them  stiled  anti-scrip- 
tural,  the  holy  and  religious  worship  of  the  establish- 
ed  church    ,sjiJ)ersiiliou:i   and   idolatrous ;    and    that 
the   legislature  itself  had   been  censured  by  a  bold 
author  of  their's,  who  had  published,   in  print,  that 
the  Sacramental  TeU   is  only  an  engine  to  advance  a 
statefaUion  and  to  debase  religion  to  serve  mean  and 
unwortlaj  purposes^     They  represented,  that  amidst 
repeated  provocations,  they  had  been  still  easy,  and 
had  endeavoured  by  gentle  usage  to  melt  them  down 
into  a  more  soft  and  complying  temper ;  but-  that  all 
'  their  attempts  had  proved  unsuccessful :  that  they  had 
returned  evil  for  good  ;  that  forbearance  had  encreased 
their  rage  and  obstinacy ;  and  that  the  northern  Pres- 
byteries had,  in  their  zeal  for  proselytism,  sent  mis- 
sionaries into  several  parts  of  the  country,  where  they 
had  no  call  nor  any  congregations  to  support  them : 
that  by  the  abuse  of  the  allowance  of  12001.  per  ann. 
(granted  to  them  by  her  Majesty  for  charitable  pur- 
poses)  and  other   means  schism,  which  had  formerly 
been  confined  to  the  North,  had  then  spread  itself 
into  many  parts  of  the  kingdom.  So  that  they  should 
not  be  just  in  their  duty  to  their  sovereign  or  coun* 
try,  if  they  did  not  acquaint  her  Majesty  with  the  dan- 
ger they  apprehended  from  tha*5e  great  advances, which 
Presbytery  and  Fanaticism  had  made,  which  if  not 
checked,  they  doubted  not   would  in  time  end  in  the 
destruction  of  the  constitution   both  in  church  and 
state.     They  submitted  tlierefore  to  her  Majesty'^  wis* 
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dom,  whether  it  were  not  proper  to  put  a  stop  to  those    i7ti« 
growing  evils,  by  withdrawing  her  Majesty's  bounty 
of  1 200 1.  per  annum. 

This  address  fully  accounts  for  the  introduction  and  Efibcu  of 
the  non-repeal  of  the  Sacramental  Test,  notwithstand-  iddreJ 
ing  the  strong  partiality  and  bias  of  the  commons,  the  pmb^u-  ^ 
lord-lieutenant  Wharton,    and  other  leading  whig"***' 
characters  for  the  Protestant  dissenters  of  that  day* 
The  sentiments,  which  the  tory  ministry  now  publicly 
bVowed,  had  long  influenced  the  British  government. 
Insincerity  and  timidity  are  generally  inseparable.  The 
Queen,  and  many  after  her  example,  professed  whig 
principles  from  policy  not  conviction*  When  the  tones 
had  overturned  the  whig  administration,  the  reserve 
was  thrown  off,  and  they  expressed  their  real  senti- 
ments in  unequivocal  language. 

Although  the  tones  commanded  a  decided  ma-  Address 
jority  in  the  peers,  yet  the  whigs  still  retained  aSgiiMtthe 
small  majority  in  the  commons.    Hence  those  par-     "*°*®"' 
liamentary  differences,  so  virulently  referred  to  in  the 
Icnrds'  address  to  the  Queen,  on  the'  yth  of  Novem- 
ber, 1711*.     They  alleged,  that  sincere  veneration 
for  her  Majesty's  royal  person  and  prerogative,  and 
tender  regard  for  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the 
kingdom,  could  alone  prevail  on  them  thus  long  to 
forget  the  high  indignities  offered  to  their  house  by 

*  2  Lords'  Journ.  p.  415.  This  is  given  rather  at  length 
as  the  most  authentic  historical  document  of  the  political  spirit 
of  the  prevailing  Protestant  parties  in  Ireland.  The  Catbolic# 
weie  now  reduced  so  \qw,  as  to  have  no  political  exist' 
ence. 

VOL.  II.  F' 
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1711*  the  commons,  and  to  submit  their  private  injuries  to  her 
Majesty's  more  public  concerns,  lest  their  just  resent- 
ment, which  the  commons  by  their  behaviour  had  so 
industriously  provoked,  might  obstruct  her  Majesty's 
affairs,  and  thus  render  effectual  the  malicious  designs 
of  evil-minded  men.  They  complained,  that  the  com- 
mons had  treated  them  in  a  manner  wholly  unknown 
to  former  parliaments,  and  had  addressed  them  in  Ian- 
guage  more  indecent,  more  opprobrious,  than  had 
been  used  by  another  House  of  Commons,  at  a  time 
when  they  voted  the  House  of  Lords  useless.  That 
however  justly  her  Majesty  might  approve  the  conduct 
of  the  College  of  Dublin,  in  the  late  revolution,  still 
they  humbly  conceived,  that  her  Majesty  did  not 
extend  her  bounty  to  them,  to  promote  (in  general) 
revolution  principles.  Principles,  which  as  explained 
by  the  pamphlets  and  libels  publicly  avowed  and  cele- 
brated by  men  oi  factious  and  seditious  tempers^  and 
particularly  in  a  sermon  preached  on  the  30th  of  Ja- 
nuary,  dedicated  to  that  very  House  of  Commons, 
without  censure  or  animadversion,  did  in  a  great  mea^ 
sure  maintain  and  justify  the  execrable  murder  of 
King  Charles  the  First,  and  on  which  might  be  founded 
any  rebellion  against  her  Majesty  and  her  successors. 
They  insisted  upon  their  right  of  construing  the  words 
and  terms  used  by  the  commons  in  their  address,  viz. 
That  the  commons  having  in  their  vote  mentioned  the 
steady  adherence  of  the  provost  and  fellows  of  the 
college  to  the  late  revolution,  as  one  considera- 
tion of  their  application  for  the  50001.  since  granted 
by  her  Majesty,  the  subsequent  motive  mentioned  in 
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that  vote,  viz,  for  the  encouragement  of  souiid  revo-  i?it* 
lution  principles,  could  not  in  good  reason  or  gram- 
niar  be  referred  to  the  late  revolution;  sinde  ad- 
herence to  the  late  revolution  was  a  distinct  motive  of 
itself.  And  it  was  the  known  nature  of  principles,  to 
be  as  well  the  rule  and  guide  of  future,  as  of  past 
actions.  Th^y  disclaimed  every  intention  of  misrepre- 
senting the  commons  to  her  Majesty  for  their  own 
actions ;  they  were  to  be  judged  by  God  and  her  Ma- 
jesty. But  iot  themselves,  they  did  most  solemnly 
assure  her  Majesty,  they  were  heartily  thankful  to 
Almighty  God  for  the  late  happy  revolution,  acknow^ 
ledging  the  necessity  and  justice  of  it  $  and  that  they 
would  at  the  utmost  hazard  and  expense  of  their  lives 
and  fortunes,  defend,  support,  and  maintain  her  Ma« 
jesty's  sacred  person  and  government,  her  just  pre* 
rogative  in  the  choice  of  her  ministers,  the  church 
of  Ireland,  as  by  law  established,  and  the  succession 
of  the  crown  in  the  illustrious  house  of  Hanover^ 
against  the  Pretender,  and  all  those,  who  designed  re- 
volutions either  in  church  or  state,  against  all  her  Ma- 
jesty*8  enemies  abroad,  and  agauist  all  Papists^  Jabo^ 
biteSj  and  Republicans  at  home< 

That  protestant  ascendancy,  which  the  policy  of  Niture  of 
James  1.  had  forced  into  existence,  in  order  to  make  Protestant 

&tcend£Dcy 

head  against  the  Catholics,  who  then  composed  the  inireUnd' 
country-party,  was  under  his  successor  industriously 
strengthened  by  Stafford  and  Ormond,  with  the  like  ♦ 
view  of  bearing   down  the   Catholics  as  the  com- 
mon  enemy.    It  was  generally  infected  with  the  puri- 
tanical fanaticism  of  that  day.    However  these  meo 

£  2 
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i7iS.    might  have  been  disrelished  in  England  both  by  James 
Charles,  they  were  found  fit  instruments  for  crush- 
ing the  Catholics  in  Ireland,  where  hatred  of  popery 
commanded  favor   and  impunity.      In  the  days  of 
Charles  the  First   this  spirit  preceded  the  breaking 
out  of  Cromwells  rebellion  ;  in  the  days  of  Charles 
the  Second,  it  survived  the  restoration  of  monarchy ; 
under  him,  under  William  and  Mary,  under  Ann 
were  remunerations  voted  by  parliament  to  the  de- 
scendants of  Cromwellian  rebels,  for  the  forward  zeal 
and   ser\ice$  of   their   ancestors   in   that  rebellious 
cause  *. 
Prtraicncc       The  whig  party  in  the  House  of  Commons  still. 
Whigs  in     maintained  its  majority  against  the  tory  administration. 
fnoiit,Tup.  It  was  supported  by  all  the  influence  of  the  dissenters, 
SlTDitten-  ^ho  were  then  very  numerousf.  The  spirit  of  party 
**"•  gained  daily  violence :  yet  all  the  political  differences 

which  then  distracted  the  kingdom  existed  between 
Protestant  and  Protestant.     Although  the  Catholics 

*  In  the  year  1800,  the  Earl  of  Clare  declared  in  the  House  of 
Peers,  that  '*  the  civil  war  of  1641  was  a  rebellion  against  the 
crown  of  England,  (not  so  of  the  Irish  against  the  crown  of  Ire- 
land), and  the  complete  reduction  of  the  Irish  rebels  by  Cromwell 
redounded  essentially  to  the  advantage  of  the  British  empire.** 
These  sentiments  bespeak  not  a  constitutioDal  or  eren  a  loyal 
spirit. 

t  In  every  Christian  country,  different  denominations  of  Chris- 
tians have  at  times  swerved  from,  as  well  as  observed,  their  civil 
duties.  Presbyterians  have  evinced  firm  loyalty  tomonarchs,  and 
Catholics  to  republics.  Every  society  of  Christians  lays  claim  io 
Evangelical  perfection ;  each  holds  Christianity  practicable  under 
every  lawful  form  of  government. 
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interfered  with  neither  party,  they  suffered  by  the  oc-  ^713. 
casional  excesses  of  both.  The  Duke  of  Shrewsbury, 
a  tory  in  principle^  h^d  long  espoused  through  policy 
the  cause  of  the  whigs ;  and  as  converts  are  generally 
severe  to  the  party  they  have  abandoned,  his  Grace 
when  lord-Iieutenant  was  unfavourable  to  the  Catho- 
lics, whose  religion  he  had  renounced.  He  was  un- 
usually splendid  in  celebrating  the  anniversary  of  King 
William,  and  vehement  in  promoting  the  Protestant 
succession. 

By  a  dissolution  of  parliament  the  ministry  hoped  Diisoiution 
to  RTon  a  maionty  m  the  commons,  as  they  had  secured  ment,  and 
It  m  the  lords :  but  on  the  return,  the  whigs  still  haYc  a 
retained  a  small  majority.     This  they  availed  them- 
selves of  by  vodng  a  most  severe  address*  to  the 
Queen  against  Sir  Constantine  Phipps  f,  the  chancel- 

♦  2  Journ.  Coram,  p.  770. 

t  The  private  demeanor  and  official  conduct  of  Sir  Constantine 
Phipps  confirmed  all  the  unfavourable  preposessions  against  him, 
which  the  whigs  in  Ireland  had  conceived  from  his  zeal  and  acti- 
vity in  defence  of  Dr.  Sacheverell.  He  associated  only  with  tories 
and  churchmen^  and  was  entertained  by  the  nobility  and  gentle- 
men  of  that  description  with  the  most  magnificent  hospitality ; 
he  received  the  congratulations  and  thanks  of  the  clergy  as  the 
patron  of  their  order,  and  the  chnmpion  of  the  rights  of  the  church. 
Under  the  auspices  of  such  a  judge,  every  legal  check  upon  the 
licentiousness  of  the  party  which  he  patronised,  was  suspended. 
The  most  malignant  attacks  upon  the  dissenters  daily  issued  from 
the  press,  and  even  those  publications,  which  had  been  condemned 
in  Kngland  for  their  seditious  tendency,  were  reprinted  and  dis- 
persed  without  any  reprehension  from  the^Iriih  ministers.  Mr. 
Higgins,  a  clergyman,  who  had  been  put  out  of  the  commission  of 

£  3 
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1713.  lor,  who  had  distinguished  himself  amongst  the  tones 
by  his  intimacy  with  Dr.  Sacheverell,  whose  trial  had 
aftbrded  a  notable  triumph  to  the  whigs  of  England. 
The  Queen's  answer  to  another  address  of  the  com* 
mons,  dated  from  Windsor  on  the  1  Sth  of  December, 
1713,  shewed  how  little  congenial  with  the  dispositions 
of  the  court  these  efforts  of  the  commons  were.  She 
told  them,  that  •  the  best  way  of  preserving  their 
religious  and  civil  rights,  and  securing  the  Protestant 
succession,  as  well  as  the  best  proof  they  could  give  of 
their  real  concern  for  them,  was  to  proceed  with  una- 
nimity and  temper  in  supplying  the  necessary  occasions 
of  government,  and  in  establishing  peace  at  home,  by 
discountenancing  the  restless  endeavours  of  those 
factious  spirits,    who   attempted   to   sow   jealousies, 

the  peace  by  the  late  chancellor  Cox,  on  account  of  his  indecent 
and  turbulent  behaviour,  was  now  restored  to  his  seat  by  Sir  Con- 
fitantine  Phipps.  On  the  very  day  of  resuming  his  authority,  he 
gave  such  offence  to  his  colleagues  by  his  insolent  and  unguarded 
expressions,  that  he  was  presented  by  the  grand  jury  of  the  county 
of  Dublin,  as  a  sower  of  sedition  and  groundless  jealousies  annong 
her  Majesty's  Protestant  subjects ;  but  he  was  acquiued  by  the 
lord-lieutenant  and  privy-council,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  high 
church-party.     (Annals  Ann,  p.  192-3.) 

Mr.  Higggins  had  been  a  coadjutor  of  Dr.^  Sacheverell  in  Eng- 
land/and rivalled  him  in  the  vehemence,  with  which  he  declaimed 
upon  the  danger  of  the  church,  and  the  treachery  of  the  ministers. 
(Cunningham,  vol.  ii.  p.  275.)  He  was  the  author  of  several 
aeverc  tracts  against  the  dissenters,  and  was  supposed  to  have 
drawn  up  a  narrative  concerning  the  conspiracy  of  the  Protestants 
in  Westmeath,  which  contained  reflections  injurious  to  all  thf 
^hig  gentlemen  in  Iveland. 

*  2  Journ.  Comm.  p*  771« 
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and    raise   groundless  fears  in    the   minds   of   her      17 13. 
people. 

In  so  much  diffidence  and  contempt  did  the  British  The  Fng- 
parliament  hold  that  of  Ireland  during  this  Queen's  menc  lesif- 
reign,  that  in  every  matter,  which  was  considered  of  Ireland. 
importance  to  the  British  empire  they  expressly  le* 
gislated  for  Ireland,  as  if  Ireland  had  no  parliament 
of  her  own.     Thus  did  the  British  legislature  direct 
the  sale  of  the  estates  of  Irish  rebels,  and  disqualify 
Catholics  from  purchasing  them ;   thus  did  it  avoid 
leases  made  to  Papists ;  augment  small  vicarages,  and 
confirm  grants  made  to  the  Archbishop  of  Dublin :  it 
permitted  Ireland  to  export  linen  to  the  plantations ; 
prohibited  the  importation  of  that  commodity  from 
Scotland ;  and  appointed  the  town  of  New  Ross,  in 
the  county  of  Wexford^  the  port  for  exporting  wool 
from  Ireland  to  England. 

In  the  Schism  Bill,  which  Sir  William  Windham  ^^.j^i^  y^xx 
brought  into  the  house  of  commons  in  England,  in  the  Jj[*JSj!*Ei^ 
year  17J4,  the  interference  of  the  British  legislature  Jj^^."^ 
with  Ireland  was  the  most  remarkable.  This  bill,  which  J?^5[ 
was  aimed  by  the  Tory  party  at  the  total  suppression  Windham. 
of  the  Disenters,  was  warmly  opposed  by  the  Whig8» 
in  both  Houses.     Into  that  bill  the  following  clause 
was  introduced :  that  *'  where  law  is  the  same,  the 
remedy  and  means  for  enforcing  the  execution  of  the 
law  should  be  the  same ;  be  it  therefore  enacted,   by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  that  all  and  every  the  reme* 
dies,  provisions,  and  clauses,  in  and  by  this  act  given, 
made,  and  enacted,  shall  extend,  and  be  deemed,  con- 
strued, and  adjudged  to  extend  to  Ireland,  in  a$  foil 

B  4 
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1714.  and  effectual  maimer,  as  if  Ireland  had  been  expressly 
named  and  mentioned  in  all  and  every  the  clauses  of 
this  act/'  Considering  the  intolerant  quality  of  the 
act,  it  was  the  policy  of  the  tory  administration  to 
introduce  it  with  as  few  objectionable  clauses  as  poe* 
sible,  expecting  naturally  a  warm  opposition  to  it.  \\ 
was  chiefly  opposed  on  the  third  reading ;  in  which 
opposition  Sir  Joseph  Jekill  was  prominently  forward ) 
he  insisted,  that  it  tended  to  raise  as  great  a  persecu* 
tion  against  their  protestant  brethren,  as  the  primitive 
Christians  ever  suiFered  from  the  Heathen  Emperors, 
particularly  Julian  the  apostate  *.  It  passed  the  com- 
mons by  a  majority  of  2S7  voices  against  1 26,  with- 
out the  clause  affecting  Ireland.  This  was  proposed 
by  the  Earl  of  Anglesea,  when  the  bill  was  in  the 
committee  of  the  lords,  which,  after  some  debate,  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative  by  the  majority  of  one  voice, 
t  In  the  report  made  by  the  Archbishop  of  York  four 
days  after,  several  severe  speeches  were  made  against 
the  clause,  particularly  by  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury, 
who  returned  from  Ireland  during  the  debate.  The 
clause  was  carried  by  57  votes  against  5\  ;  and  on 
(be  next  day  the  bill  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  $ 
yotes,  viz.  of  77  against  72  {. 

•  Chand.  Deb.  vol.  V.  p.  135. 

t  Deb.  Lords,  vol.  II.  p.  438. 

X  The  minister  commandrd  a  much  larger  msjority  in  the  Eng- 
lisb  commons  than  in  the  lords*  For  this  reason  the  Queen  was 
advised  to  call  twelve  persons  up  to  the  house  of  peers,  who  were 
fa  derision  called  bj  the  opposite  party  the  college  of  the  twelve 
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A  very  strong  protest  was  entered  by  thirty.four  of     1714. 
the  leading  Whig  party,  the  last  part  of  which  relates  scrong  pro- 
to  Ireland,   "  The  miseries  (said  they)  we  apprehend  Lord*  a- 
bere,   are  greatly  enhanced  by  extending  this  bill  to  Schism  bin. 
Ireland^  where  the  consequences  of  it  may  be  fatal ; 
for  since  the  number  of  Papists  in  that  kingdom  far 
exceeds  the  Protestants  of  all  denominations  together; 
and  that  the  Dissenters  are  to  be  treated  as  enemies,  or 
at  least  as  persons  dangerous  to  that  church  and  state, 
who  have  always  in  all  times  joined,  and  still  would  join 
with  the  members  of  that  church  against  the  com- 
mon enemy  of  their  religion ;  and  since  the  army  there 
is  very  much  reduced^  the  Protestants  thus  unneces- 
sarily divided  seem  to  us  to  be  exposed  to  the  danger 

apostles.  "  It  was  upoo  these  motives  (said  Swift,  Hist.  p.  4-1.) 
that  ihe  treasurer  advised  her  Majesty  to  create  twelve  new  lords, 
and  thereby  disable  the  sting  of  faction  for  the  rest  of  her  life- 
time: this  promotion  was  so  ordered,  that  a  third  part  were  of 
those  on  whom,  or  their  posterity,  the  peerage  would  naturally 
devolve  ;  and  the  rest  were  thosc>  whose  merit,  births  and  fortune 
could  admit  of  no  exception."  In  the  reasons  pro  and  con,  given 
by  Swift,  we  clearly  see  the  opposite  spirits  of  the  politicians  of 
that  day :  the  Whigs  complained  of  the  ill  example  set  to  wicked 
princes,  who  might  as  well  create  one  hundred  as  twelve  peers» 
which  would  ensure  the  command  of  the  House  g£  Lords^  and 
thus  endanger  our  liberties.  The  Tories  insisted,  that  in  our 
coastitution  the  prince  holding  the  balance  of  power  between  the 
nobility  and  people,  ought  to  be  able  to  remove  from  one  scale 
into  the  other,  so  as  to  bring  both  to  an  equilibrium  ;  and  that  the 
Whigs  had  been  for  above  twenty  years  corrupting'  the  nobility 
with  republican  principles,  which  nothing  but  the  royal  prero- 
gative could  hinder  from  overspreading  us- 
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en. 


58  The  Reign  of^nn. 

• 

1714.  of  another  massacre,  and  the  protesiant  religion  in 
danger  of  being  extirpated*."  It  must  be  presumed, 
that  the  ministers  of  that  day  were  as  anxious,  that  this 
bill  against  the  dissenters  should  be  extended  to  Ire- 
land, as  they  were  certain,  that  a  similar  bill  would 
not  have  passed  the  Irish  parliament.  Such  were  the 
forced  means  resorted  to  by  the  last  ministry  of  Queai 
Ann,  to  eflfectuate  their  intentions  upon  Ireland  re- 
specting the  dissenters. 
The  court        What  the  opinion  and  disposition  of  the  court  then 

adfcrse  to  1        t  •  i_      i»  •  t  r  t 

thcdiuent.  Were  as  to  the  Insn  dissenters  is  maniiest  from  the 
language  of  Mr.  Bromley,  principal  secretary  of  state, 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  Schism  Bill :  he  said,  "  the 
dissenters  were  equally  dangerous*both  to  church  and 
state ;  and  if  the  members,  who  spoke  in  their  behalf, 
would  have  this  bill  drop,  he  would  readily  consent  to 
it,  provided  another  bill  were  brought  in  to  incapaci- 
tate them  either  to  sit  in  that  house,  or  to  vote  in 
elections  of  members  of  parliament f.'*  The  collision 
of  the  opposite  parties  in  parliament  was  at  that  time 
extremely  violent.  The  Whigs  charged  the  Tories 
and  the  whole  court-party  with  an  intent  to  break 
through  the  order  of  the  protestant  succession,  in  fa- 
vour of  thc^Pretender ;  to  these  views  they  attributed 
every  meajsure  as  to  the  grand  object  of  all  their  wishes, 
and  all  their  intrigues.    On  the  other  hand,  the  Tories 

*  Deb.  Lords,  vol.  III.  p  430.  The  whole  protest,  contaioing 
strong* reasons  against  inlolerancy,  is  given  in  the  Appendix  to  my 
Historical  RcYiew,  No.  LIII. 

t  Chand.  Deb.  vol.  V.  p.  135. 
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complained  of  the  factious  opposition  of  the  Whigs  j     ^7'^-   . 
and  the  most  sensible  of  their  advocates  •  has  declared, 
that  "  the  designs  of  that  aspiring  party  at  that  time 
were  not  otherwise  to  be  compassed,  than  by  under- 
taking  any  thing,  that  would  humble  and  mortify  the 

churcht." 

In  Ireland,  the  number  of  those,  who  took  an  active  Violent 

straggles  of 

interest  in  the  political  events  of  the  day  was  much  panics  m 

.  ,  .         .  Ireland 

smaller   than   in   England ;    but  their  violence  was  about  the 

r     i_      chancellof. 

proportionably  greater.  The  utmost  efrorts  or  the 
British  cabinet  were  unable  to  reduce  the  ascendancy 
of  the  old  protestant  interest  in  the  Irish  commons :  it 

♦  SwiA*8  Hwtory  of  the  last  four  Ycart  of  the  Qneen,  p.  250. 
This  was  said  on  the  occasion  of  the  lords  having  passed  the  bill 
forcoDtinuing  the  Act  to  make  Affiraiation  in  lieu  of  Oaihs  (surely 
a  reasonable  one^  and  the  law  now  is  so)j  which  the  commons 
would  not  permit  to  be  read  even  a  first  time.  About  this  time, 
Swifl  shewed  his  zeal  against  the  Whigs  by  publishing  The  Pub- 
'Be  Spirit  of  the  Whigs,  and  his  Preface  to  Dr.  Burnet*s  Introduc- 

• 

■tion  to  the  History  of  the  Reformation. 

t  Some  time  previous  to  the  passing  of  the  Schism  Bill,  the 
mioister  had  acquired  in  the  commons  a  very  laige  accession  of 
streoglh  from  a  set  of  members,  who,  under  the  style  of  the  Or- 
iohtr  Clul,  had  formed  themselves  into  a  body,  with  a  view  to  re- 
vive a  new  country-party  in  parliament,  which  might,  as  in  former 
tinjcs,  oppose  the  court  in  any  proceedings  they  should  dislike. 
The  whole  body  consisted  of  about  200,  and  they  nnexceptionably 
professed  what  are  commonly  called  fugh  church  principles,  upon 
which  account  they  were  irreconcileable  enemies  to  the  late  rai- 
pistry^  and  all  its  adherents  3  and  the  grand  object  of  their  meet- 
ings was  to  devise  methods  to  spur  on  those  in  power  to  make 
quicker  dispatch  in  removing  all  the  Whig  leaven  from  the  em« 
ployments  they  still  possessed. 
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t 
J^i4^    became  a  trial  of  strength  between  the  two  houses. 

The  influence  of  the  crown  preponderated  in  the 
lords  of  Ireland,  as  it  did  in  the  commons  of  England. 
The  commons  presented  an  address  to  her  Majesty, 
humbly  beseeching  her  to  remove  the  chancellor.  Sir 
Constantine  Phipps,  from  his  place,  for  the  peace  and 
safety  of  her  protestant  subjects*  Tiie  lords,  on  the 
other  hand,  made  a  warm  representation  to  the  queen 
in  favour  of  the  chancellor ;  they  entered  minutely 
into  the  charges  preferred  against  him,  and  assured 
her  Majesty,  that  they  were  strengthened  in  their 
opinion  of  his  having  acquitted  himself  with  honour 
and  integrity,  from  the  further  enquiries  they  had 
since  made,  and  they  concluded  w-ith  strong  assurances 
of  unanimity  and  temper  in  the  dispatch  of  public 
business,  and  in  establishing  the  peace  of  that  king- 
dom, by  discountenancing  the  restless  endeavours  of 
those  factious  spirits,  who  attempted  to  sow  jealousies 
and  raise  groundless  fears  in  the  minds  of  her  Ms^ 
jcsty's  people.  The  queen's  answer  to  the  address  of* 
the  commons  was  a  mere  echo  of  the  address  of  t!ie 
lords,  which  plainly  shewed  how  strongly  her  Majesty 
sided  with  the  latter  against  the  former.  Both  houses 
of  convocation  warmly  espoused  the  cause  of  the  chan- 
cellor :  they  wished  her  Majesty  might  never  want  a 
servant  of  equal  courage,  uprightness,  and  abilities,  and 
that  church  and  nation  might  never  be  without  such  a 
friend  for  the  suppression  of  vice,  schism,  and  faction, 
and  for  the  support  of  the  royal  prerogative  as  well  as 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  subject.  The  lords  had 
also  presented  an  address  to  the  queen,  to  justify  and 
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clear  the  chancellor  of  the  reproaches  and  calumnies  17^4. 
of  one  Nuttal,  who  bad  traduced  him  as  having  been 
a  promoter  of  the  dissentions,  that  had  lately  hap- 
pened in  that  kingdom :  to  which  her  Majesty  an- 
swered, that  she  had  always  looked  upon  the  lord- 
chancellor  as  a  faithful  servant  to  the  crown,  a  true 
lover  of  the  constitution  in  church  and  state,  and  was 
therefore  extremely  pleased  to  find,  that  the  lords  con- 
curred in  the  same  opinion  of  him. 

Many  circumstances  concur  to  prove,  that  the  queen  Queen  Ann 
herself  was  indisposed  to  the  Hanover  succession,  and  to  ibe  Ha. 
that  the  great  objeet  or  her  last  mmistry  was  to  recon-  cession. 
die  the  nation  to  a  favourable  reception  of  her  brother. 
The  Whigs  were  indefatigable  in  thwarting  those  mea- 
sures, which  the  ministers  durst  never  avow,  though 
most  anxious  to  carry.     The  Queen  was  indecisive, 
and  wanted  firmness  to  carry  any  important  resolution 
into  eflfect.     Whatever  harsh  measures  were  forced 
iqx>n  her  by  the  Whigs  (in  England),  such  as  the 
attainder  of  her  brother,  the  proclamation  of  a  re- 
ward of  50,0001.   for  apprehending  him,    and  the 
several  declarations  in  support  of  the  Hanover  suc- 
cession, are  reported  to  have  preyed  strongly  upon 
her  mind*,  as  did  also  the  failure  of  Leslie's  mis- 

•  The  secret  intentions  and  views  of  the  last  ministry  of  Queen 
Ana  have  never  been  hitherto  clearly  laid  open.  The  whole 
transaction,  however,  of  the  Duke  of  Caiubridge^s  obtaining  his 
vrit  of  summons  to  parliament,  loudly  speaks  the  disinclination 
of  the  Queen  to  that  favourite  measure  oi  the  zealots  for  the  Ha- 
nover succession.  It  certainly  was  not  flattering  to  the  feelings  of 
the  .Queen,  that  a  prince  of  the  house  of  Hanover  should  be  pro- 
vided with  a  residence,  revenue,  and  proper  officers  in  England;, 
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*^^*-  sion  to  Lorrain,  in  order  to  convert  her  brother  JairtcU 
to  the  protestant  faith :  as  it  was  well  understood^  that 
the  horror  of  popery  was  the  only  objection,  which  1 

and  enjoy  a  seat  in  the  Brititth  senate,  where  his  infloeoce  vith 
those,  who  were  ever  ready  to  adore  the  rising  sun  might  powers 
fully  resist  the  interest  of  the  crown.  Thls>  it  was  urg|ed  by  the 
Oiifen's  friends,  was  setting  her  coffin  before  her  eyes.  The  dukt 
had  s  nt  over  the  following  petition  to  the  Queen : 

The  HumlU  Petition  of  George  Augustus  Duke  of  Cambridge, 

Shbweth, 

That  your  Majesty  having  of  your  great  goodnen 
created  your  petitioner  a  duke  and  peer  of  Great  Britain,  and  it 
being  the  constitution,  that  every  peer  hath  a  right  and  privilege 
to  sit  and  vote  in  parliament,  your  petitioner  humbly  prays  yonr 
Majesty  to  grant  him  his  writ  ot  summons  to  call  him  to  dt  and 
vote  in  the  present  parliament. 

This  petition  was  signed  on  the  17th  of  March,  I7ld-4j  and 
on  the  11th  of  the  following  April,  Baron  Schutz,  envoy  extrMr- 
dinary  fiom  the  court  of  Hai.ovcr,  convened  a  meeting  of  the  * 
most  zealous  Whigs,   lords  and  gentlemen    at   Lord  Halifax's 
house  in  Westminster ;  where  it  was  artfully  concerted,  that  the 
baron  should  not  present  the  petition  to  the  Queen,  apprehending 
that  her  Majesty  might  have  denied  the  writ,  or  delayed  or  eluded 
the  petitioner  :  and  therefore  they  advised  the  baron  to  apply  to 
the  lord-chancellor  Harcourt,  and  demand  of  him  the  vrrit  of 
summons,  as  being  the  proper  officer  to  cause  the  same  to  be 
made  out  and  delivered ;  f(ir  which  proceeding  this  reason  was 
then  given  :  that  if  the  lord- chancellor  refused  to  deliver  the  writ, 
the  house  of  lords,  then  sitting,  had  a  jurisdiction  and  power  to 
enquire  into,  and  immediately  censure  the  denial,  and  to  order 
the  writ  to  be  made  out  and  delivered.     But  the  sudden  transport 
and  joy  of  those  lords  so  convened  caused  them  to  forget,  that 
Baron  Schutz  might  have  done  both,  viz.   if  the  Queen  were 
averse,  he  might  immediately  resort  to  the  lord-chancellofj  and 
make  the  demand. 
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great  part  of  the  nation  had  to  his  being  called  to  sue-    yi-* 
ceed  his  sister.     Circumstanced  however  as  the  Pre- 
tender was,  his  cause  was  abetted  by  many  in  England, 

However,  the  lords  advised  the  baron  to  keep  hit  orders  strictly 
secret,  and  to  appe^ar  at  court  the  next  day,  wlien  the  lords  were  to 
wait  on  and  present  to  the  Queen  their  address  about  the  procla- 
mation, and  the  removing  tlie  Pretender  out  of  Lorrain  5  and  lo 
apply  himstlf  to  the  lord-chancellor,  (as  In  private)  and  inform 
hira>  that  he  (the  baron)  had  a  message  to  his  lordship  from 
Hanover,  and  desired  an  hour,  when  he  should  wait  on  and  dalU 
?er  it  to  him. 

The  lord-chancellor  told  the  baron,  he  should  be  proud  to  re- 
cme  any  nessage  from  his  court ;  and  appointed  that  verf  af- 
ternoon, between  five  and  six,  at  bis  house  in  Lincoln*s  Ion 
Fields.      . 

When  the  baron  came,  and  (after  some  compliments)  told  his 
lordship,  that  by  order  of  his  highness  the  Duke  of  Cambridge,  he 
reqaeited  his  lordship  to  make  out  and  deliver  to  him  the  writ 
for  the  duke ;  the  lord-chancellor  was  at  first  much  surprised ; 
bat  aOer  a  short  pause^  asked  the  baron,  whether  the  matter 
had  been  opened  to  the  Queen  >  To  which  th:  baron  answering, 
no;  his  lordship  said,  this  demand  is  of  such  importance,  that  I 
can  do  nothing  in  itj  till  I  have  the  Queen's  directions,  and  I 
will  forthwith  acquaint  her  Majesty  with  it :  but  laying  his  band 
on  the  baron's  shoulder,  desired  him  to  remember  he  did  not 
leliise  the  writ:  to  which  the  baron  smartly  replied,  and  desired 
his  lordship  to  remember,  he  Lad  requested  of  hiiu  the  writ  for 
the  Duke  of  Cambridge. 

A  cabinet  council  was  instantly  called,  and  sat  that  evening 
from  nine  o'clock  till  after  eleven  \  where  the  Queen  being  pre- 
Bcnt  had  the  disappointment  to  find  her  ministers  so  little  firm 
to  their  former  profes'iionn,  as  to  endeavour  to  persuade  her  Ma- 
jesty, that  the  writ  could  not  be  denied  (they  may  have  hinted 
tbat  the  promises  of  France  did  not  yet  justify  the  refusal).  This 
defection  had  such  an  accidental  and  unexpected  influence  upon 
Jser  Majesty's  person,  as  subjected  her  to  an  infirmity,  that  could 
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^7^4.  2ji6.  a  recruiting  for  his  service  had  become  so  public 
and  general,  that  Lord  Bolingbroke  brought  in  a  bill^ 
^hich  afterwards  passed  into  a  law,  that  made  it  high 

not  be  reiDoved>  for  at  the  end  of  three  months  and  nineteen 
days  she  demised.  Upon  the  ministers  shrinking,  the  writ  was 
ordered  to  be  made  out,  and  was  d^ivered  to  Baron  Schutz  on 
Satarday  the  17th  of  April,  J714. 

This  demand  being  the  next  day  (Tuesday)  whispered  hi  the 
court  of  requests,  cast  a  damp  on  the  court-party,  which  they 
could  not  dissemble. 

The  ministers  had  the  vexation  to  see,  on  the  four  last  daySi 
viz.  Wednesday,  Thursday,  Friday,  and  Saturday,  the  street  called 
Pall-Mail  crowded  with  a  vast  concourse  of  coaches,  and  multi- 
tudes of  people  to  congratulate  Baron  Schutz  aud  Mons.  Konin* 
berg  (at  whose  bouse  the  baron  lodged)  upon  (he  demand  of  tbd 
writ,  and  to  express  their  hopes  of  the  speedy  arrival  of  the  Duke 
of  Cambridge.    Although  the  writ  were  at  the  end  of  five  days,  viz. 
on  Saturday,  (he  17th  of  June,  1714,  delivered  to  Baron  Schutz, 
yet  the  Queen  in  her  auger  to  see  the  people  so  generally  run  to 
worship  the  rising  sun,  caused  Baron  Schutz,  on  the  next  day^ 
being  Sunday,  the  ISth  of  April,  1714,  to  be  forbidden  the  courts 
and  injunctions  to  be  laid  on  all  her  ministers  not  to  have  any 
intercourse  or  correspondence  with  him:  and  the  ministers  al- 
leged as  an  excuse  for  this  outrage,    that  the  baron  had  de« 
manded  the  writ  of  the  lord'^chancellor,  without  having  first  ac- 
quainted her  Majesty  with   his   orders,   or  applied   to  her  foe 
it. 

It  appears  probable,  that  the  ministers  applied  at  this  time  to 
France  for  assistance,  aud  received  an  agreeable  answer  i  but  at 
that  time  the  French  King  was  engaged  in  the  arduous  negotia- 
tions at  RastaJt,  for  concluding  peace  with  the  Emperor.  The 
urgency  of  the  case  was,  that  if  the  Duke  of  Cambridge  should 
forthwith  land,  as  he  might,  and  as  the  people  expected,  the 
ministers*  measures  would  be  first  entiicly  disconcerted,  aud  then 
the  French  assistance  would  come  unseasonably.  The  ministers, 
iu  order  to  remove  their  fears^  and  to  obviate  the  disappointineat/ 
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treason  to  be  enlisted  for  any  foreign  prince:  a  cautiotf     17 14. 
which  was  not  at  this  time  found  necessary  to  be  had  .  ^^^ 
in  Ireland,  notwithstanding  the  inordinate  propensity 

on  the  19th  of  May,  1714,  being  within  one  month  afler  Baroa 
Schntz  was  forbidden  the  court,  in  the  Queen's  name,  sent  three 
letters  to  Hanover,  alfsigned  with  her  Majesty's  own  band. 

One  of  these  letters  was  directed  to  her  Rojral  Highness  the 
Princess  Sophia,  in  which  the  Queen  declared,  <'  that  disinActed 
persons  had  entered  into  measures  to  fix  a  prince  of  h^r  high- 
ness*! blood  in  her  Maj^ty's  doniiiiAons,  even  whilst  she  was 
living,  thalt  she  (the  dueeh)  for  her  pE(re,  n^ef  thought  such  a 
^ject  c(^!d  have  entered  into  her  highness*s  mind  \  but  now  she 
JKTceived  her  electoral  highness  was  come  into  that  sentiment  % 
and  thertfore  d)6  kthe  Queen)  dedared,  that  such  a  proceeding 
would  infalKbfy  endafnger  the  succession  itself.*' 

Anotho:  of  these  letters  was  directed  to  his  Kighd^ss  the  £lec* 
tor  of  Brunswick  ;  declaring,  "  that  if  his  electoral  highness'^ 
ion  (the  Dtike  o^  Cattbtidge^  presumed  to  come  within  the 
Queen*s  estate  (i.  e.  her  dbminions)  f  iMt  v^Otdd  oppose  him  with 
all  her  power." 

The  third  letter  was  directed  to  the  Electoral  Pnnce  (thea 
Duke  of  Cambridge),  and  declared,  «'  that  his  design  of  Mning^ 
bto  her  Majesty's  kingdom  ought  to  be  first  opened  to  her,  and 
to  baVe  had  her  permi&ion  ^  and  that  therefi)re  nothing  cbulJ 
be  more  dangerous  to  the  right  of  succession  in  his  line  thaa 
such  a  pfoceediog."  ]^fbm  die  Complexion  of  thbse  tranjieR:tions 
it  will  be  readily  adn^itted,  that  the  Queen  must  have  been  dis- 
gusted With  the  indelicate  atid  ebn&puhory  means  used  by  the 
"Wbigs  of  that  day,  to  ensure  the  Hanover  sti'ocetrion  dtifriog  her 
fife.  The  workings  of  nature  on  behalf  of  her  brother,  upon 
whose  bead  they  had  forced  her  to  proelahn  a  reward,  together 
with  the  many  thwarting  and  hitailiating  instances  of  ^positkin 
io  her  will  from  the  Whig  part^,  render  it  more  than  probable, 
^t  the  either  originally  was,  or  that  she  became  at  hut  insin* 
eeve  in  her  profetuon^,  promiles,  and  exertiona  to  promote  the 
eMblishment. 

VOL.  IK  V  ^ 
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i^U.  of  the  Irish  parliament  to  harass  and  oppress  the  ca- 
tholics with  penal  statutes.  Now,  for  the  first  time, 
their  loyalty  was  above  suspicioo :  and  a  Stuart  passed 
by  an  opportunity  of  punishing  them.  The  queen 
died  on  the  1st  of  August,  1714, 


t    6Y    J 


CHAPTER  tti» 

The  Reign  of  George  1. 

tJpoM  the  demise  of  Queen  Ann,  the  Tory  party    i7l4. 
preponderated  in  the  landed  interest  of  England }  the  AceoSoa 
Whigs  possessed  a  majority  in  the  privy^counciL   The  *  ^****  * 
Tories  were  without  a  head^  dispirited,  distracted^ 
and  consequently  irresolute*     The  Whigs  acted  iti 
concert  and  with  energy^     They  brought  into  ac* 
tion  the  principles  they  had  always  avowed^  and  seated 
the  Elector  of  Hanover  on  the  throiles  of  Qreat  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland  i     He  was  proclaimed  and  acknow* 
ledged  King  without  opposition^.     The  Tories^  as 

*  Viz.  By  the  Act  of  Settlement,  as  Geoxge  tkt  Vint,  son  of 
Ernest  Augustus,  Elector  of  Brans  wick>  and  Sophia,  grand-daugh- 
ter of  King  James  the  First.  The  author  of  Lord  Ghesterfield'i 
tdemoirs  relates,  that  Lord  Haroourt  often  declared,  (and  Bishop 
Pearce  fluently  mentioned  it),  that  Atterbuiy,  Bishop  of  Bo* 
Chester,  came  to  him  and  to  Lord  Bolingbroke  on  the  death  of 
Queen  Ann^  and  said,  nothing  remained  but  to  proclaim  King 
James.  He  further  offered  (if  they  would  give  him  a  guard)  to 
put  on  his  laWn  sleeves,  and  head  the  procession.  Or,  as  Lord 
Orfoid  has  reuiled  it,  (Remio.  2f  I.)  to  proclaim  the  IVeCender 
at  Charing-Cross,  in  ponifficaHbus*  Geoige  was  piodaimed  in 
England  on  the  Ist  of  August,  1714,  a  few  hours  after  the 
Queen  had  expired.  A  similar  pfx>claaition  w|u  published  ia 
Dublin  on  the  Ah  of  Angost,  about  seven  o'clock  in  the  evenfaig, 
•od  on  tba  oat  dqr  aiMther  piodamalkxi  issued^  signed  aiio  by  the 

f3 
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1715.    tK^  had  every  reason  to  expect,  were  ^missed  frttrt 
his  coundlsy  and  the  whole  management  of  pubUc 
afliirs  was  committed  to  the  Whigs. 
Puiiameiit      The  parliament  of  Ireland  convened  in  itoveralber, 

of  Ireiuid  ... 

coDTeiied,  1715,  was  prominently  c6ri6plcudus  int  manifesting 
tev«r«i  ictt  their  zeal  for  the  Hanover  succession,  and  the  Whig 

in  tevDur  of  .    .  ,  ^,  •    •  i_ 

the  Hano-  admmistration.  They  pasied  acts  for  recognizing  the 
•i#ii.  King's  title  j  for  the  security  of  his  person  and  govcm- 
m^t;  for'  settmg  a  price  (50,000/.)  upon  the  I^pc- 
tender's  head,  and  for  attainting  the  Duke  of  Ormond : 
and  they  voted  the  supplies  without  murmur  or  oppo- 
sition. The  commons,  during  the  last  Tory  admini- 
stration,  had  brought  in  a  bill  to  attaint  the  Pretender : 
and  it  was  geneilally  believed,  that  her  Majesty  had 
prorogued  the  parliament,  with  the  direct  view  of  pre« 
venting  that  bill  from  passing  ag^st  her  brother :  and 
that,  with  i  simltoi"  intent  to  fodlitate  his  access  to  the 
throne^  she  had  disbanded  the  greateist  part  of  the 
army,  who  were  protestants  in  Ireland.  They  eagerly, 
therefore,  seized  an  opportunity  so  favourable  for  in* 
gratiating  themselves  with  his  Majesty,  and  for  justify* 
ing  chat  conduct,  which  had  been  reprobated  as  turbti* 
lent  and  fisictious  by  the!  late  government.  A  very 
strong  address  was  presented  by  the  commons  to  the 
King,  that  his  Majesty  would  be  pleased,  ibr  the  se- 
curity of  his  government,  and  the  protestant  interest 
of  Ireland,  to  remove  the  Earl  of  Anglesey  from  his 
councils  and  service  in  that  kingdom  *. 

Lord-pruoate  tod  Sir  Coottantine  Pbippi,  ehaocel1or,'for  disaraung 
dl  papists  and  suipected  perBons>  and  teiziog  tbdr  houses. 
*  Vidt  vol.  UI.  JouiB.  Comm.  p.  67.  This  address  is  founded 
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Notwithstanding  the  recruiting  for  th^  service  of    ^715' 
the  Pretender  were  one  of  the  principal  grounds  for  HommnUt 
the  commons'  address  against  the  Earl  of  Anglesey,  otuSZf^ 
yet  so  fully  convinced  was  the  ministry  of  that  day  of  the  ia«tt- 
the  unquestionable  loyalty  of  the  Irish  nation,  that  the  ^ 
lords-justices*,  in  their  speech  to  the  parliament,  ren* 
dered  it  the  most  honourable  testimony,  m  saying, 
^^  that  it  was  with  no  snu^U  satisfaction,  that  they  o\h 
served  the  calm,  which  that  kingdom  (formerly  the 
seat  of  so  many  rebellions)  then  enjoyed,  whilst  the 
traitorous  enemies  to  the  King  and  our  happy  esta* 
blishment,  discouraged  by  their  early  and  steady  zeal 
for  the  protestant  succession,  had  thought  fit  to  change 
the  place  of  action,  mid  attempt  elsewhere  to  disturb  ' 
his  Majesty's  government/^    Nor  was  this  the  sooth* 
ing  art  of  adulation,  but  the  cordial  effusion  of  active 
confidence :  for  the  lords-justices  added,  that  his  Ma- 
jesty had  ordered  an  addition  to  be  made  to  each  com* 
pany  of  the  mili^a,  ti}l  such  time  a$  fie  could  replace 
those  regiments,  which  the  necessity  of  his  afi^  had 
obliged  him  (hen  tp  imyf  ^on^  |rel2|nd  ^  suppress 


en  the  hd  of  the  recniiting  tervice  lor  the  Pretender  having  been 
pemitted  with  impunitj  la  Dublin.  It  thzows  strong  light  upon 
the  history  of  those  days,  and  is  to  be  seeq  in  the  Appendix  tp 
pay  Historical  Review,  No:  LTV.  I  have  also,  \jk  the  first  volume 
of  that  work,  p.  238>  given  a  letter  of  Dean  Swifl  to  Archbishop 
King,  in  which  the  patriotic  Dean  vfry  dearly  distinguishes  be* 
Iween  the  Tory  and  the  Jaeohite. 

•  Viz.  The  Duke  of  Grafton  and  the  Earl  of  Galway.  The 
fpeech  was  delivered  by  the  Duke  of  Grafton  j  for  wl\i^  vide  (|. 
(/tfda*  Joura.  453« 

IS 
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iji5.    the  rebels  in  Great  Britain,  wherein  their  safety  was 

^^   equally  concerned  with  that  of  his  other  subjects. 

iimin^o        Whilst  rebellion  was  openly  making  alarming  pro« 

Nortii  vri.  gress  In  North  Britain  under  the  Elarl  of  Mar,  at  the 

p  in  Eaf .  head  of  10,000  Scotch  presbyteriant,  and  no  part  of 

curity  in"^*  South  Britain  was  secure  from  the  attempts  of  the 

friends  of  a  catholic  pretender  to  the  throne,  catholic 

Ireland  was  the  only  part  of  the  British  empire  for 

whiqh  goyemment  felt  secure,   and  therefore  drew 

from  it  the  usual  sources  of  national  defence  to  give 

Strength  to  protestant  Britain.    Although  malice  were 

not  yet  saturated  in  calumniating  the  Irish,  they  escaped 

the  charge  c^  guilt  in  the  rebellion  of  17)5^     Yet 

those  very  lords-justices,  who  bore  such  honourable 

testhnony  to  the  tried  loy^ty  of  the  Irish  catholics, 

most  inconsistently  treated  them  as  an  hostile  and 

divided  people.    *^  We  must  recommend  to  you  (said 

they  in  their  speech  to  the  commons)  in  the  present 

conjuncture,  such  tmanimity  in  your  resolutions,  as 

may  once  more  put  an  end  to  all  other  distinctions  in 

Ireland,  but  th?it  of  protestant  and  papist.^' 

Impolicy  of      Such  was  the  horror,  in  which  the  -catholics  were 

f  r^ating  the  '  ^ 

ii^oitho.  then  holden,  jh^t  the  usual  parliamentary  phrase  for 
mifff  them  was,  the  convmon  enemy.  Scarcely  an  address 
concerning  them  during  this  reign  reached  the  throne, 
which  did  not  brand  them  with  this  appellation.  Their 
meritorious  loyalty  on  this  occasion  procured  theni 
neither  favour  nor  indulgence  from  government :  for 
the  lords-justices,  in  their  answer  to  the  address  of  the 
commons,  praying  them  to  give  directions  for  securing 
the  persons  of  such  papists  and  other  persons  as  they 
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should  suspect  of  being  disaffected  to  his  Majesty*s  ^71^* 
government,  assured  them,  that  they  had  written  let- 
ters in  council  to  all  the  governors  of  counties,  sheriffs, 
mayors,  smd  chief  magistrates  of  corporations  to  put 
the  militia  in  immediate  condition  for  service,  requir- 
ing them  at  the  same  time  strictly  to  execute  the  laics 
against  papists*. 
The  then  recent  statute  of  Queen  Ann,  which  im-  PtrtWityitt 

fiiTOur  of 

posed  such  a  mass  of  rigour  upon  the  catholics,  re-  difscnten. 
quired  also  the  sacramental  test  from  every  officer 
civil  or  military,  from  all  persons  having  fee  or  salary 
belonging  to  any  office  by  patent  or  grant,  or  having 
any  command  or  place  of  trust  under  the  crown. 
This  included  many  protestant  dissenters,  to  whom 
government  did  not  wish  to  extend  the  seventy  of 
that  law.   The  following  resolution  accordingly  passed 
the  house  of  commons :  t  *^  That  such  of  his  Majesty's 
protestant  dissenting  subjects  of  this  kingdom  as  have 
taken  conunissions  in  the  militia,  or  acted  in  the  com- 

*  3  Joam.  Com.  60.  It  was  resolved,  nemine  conirmdicenU, 
**  That  it  b  the  indispensable  daty  of  all  magistrates  to  put  the 
laws  in  immediate  mecution  against  all  popish  priests^  who  shall 
officiate  contrary  to  law>  and  that  such  magistrates,  who  neglect 
the  same,  be  looked  upon  as  enemies  to  the  constitution,'*  And 
ib.  749,  it  was  in  like  manner  resolved,  '*  That  an  humble  ad- 
dress be  presented  to  thdr  excellencies  the  lords-justices,  that  they 
will  be  pleased  to  issue  a  proclamation,  promising  a  reward  to 
such,  who  shall  discm'er  any  person,  who  is  enlisted,  or  shall  here- 
afler  enlist  in  his  Majesty's  service,  to  be  a  papist,  in  order  to 
their  being  turned  out,  and  punbhed  with  the  utmost  severity  of 
the  law." 

t  3  Joam.  Commons,  p.  100. 

F  4 
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1718.  inissioif  of  the  array^  have  hereby  done  a  seasQii^p 
service  to  h|s  Majesty'^  royal  person  and  goyem- 
ment,  and  the  protestant  interest  in  this  kingdoqt). 
Resolved,  that  any  person  who  shall  cppuni^ce  a  pro- 
secution against  a  dissenter,  who  has  ^tcceptedy  or  whp 
shall  accept  of  a  commissjon  in  the  array  or  milida,  j$ 
an  enemy  to  King  George  and  the  protestant  interesti 
and  a  friend  to  the  Pretender."  Thi§  nuurked  par* 
tiality  in  favour  of  the  Irish  dissenters^  whilst  an  army 
of  Scottish  presbyteri^ns  was  in  ppep  ret^ellion  {n  fa- 
your  of  ^e  Pretender,  capnqt  be  laid  to  the  account 
of  liberality  or  general  toleration:  for  thsft  very  parlia- 
ment  of  I715j  passed  an  act  to  restrain  papists  from 
|i>eing  high  or  petty  constables,  although  a^  single  arm 
iiad  not  beeii  raised  by  a  catholic  in  Ireland  in  su|^ 
port  of  the  Pretender,  and  every  norye  of  government 
uras  strained  to  enforce  the  rigorous  execution  of  tl^e 
penal  laws  against  them^.  The  consequence  was  a 
reneral  and  most  rigid  persecution  against  t^e  catbo* 
lies  for  the  mere  exercise  of  their  religion :  their 
priests  were  dragged  from  their  concealment,  many 
were  taken  froni  t^e  altar^  whilst  perfornung  divine 
service,  exposed  in  their  vestments  to  the  derision  of 
the  soldiery,  then  conmiitted  to  gaol,  and  afterwards 


> 


*  Doctor  Goldsmit)(  bas  observed,  that  ''  \\  was  the 
during  this  and  the  succeeding  reign  to  stignoatize  all  thoae«  who 
testified  their  discontent  against  government,  as  Papists  and  J[^ 
colMtes.  Ally  who  ventured  to  speak  against  the  violence  of  thcsr 
measures  were  reproached  as  designing  to  bring  in  the  Pretender : 
and  most  people  were  consequently  afraid  to  murmur,  ainoe  djpi 
content  was  so  near  akin  to  treason.**    Hist^  Geo.  I, 
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lianished  the  kingdom.  The  lord^justices  granted  17|B. 
orders  for  apprehending  t}ie  Ejarls  of  Antrim  and 
Westmeath,  the  Lords  Neltervilje,  Cahir,  and  Dillon, 
and  most  of  the  principal  catholic  landholders,  as  per- 
sons suspected  of  disifiection  to  his  Majesty's  govern- 
ment. 

About  this  time^  a  depree  qf  thjs  Exchequer,  in  a  Diiferen^^ 
cause  between  Sherlock  and  Apnesley  was  appealed  iri^h  and 
from  to  the  Irish  peers,  and  by  them  reversed.    From  peers  upoi^ 
^heir  sentence  Annesley  appealed  to  the  English  peers,  um^ju^u^ 
by  whom  the  judgment  givjei^  in  liis  favqur  by  the  ^*^^^ 
court  of  Exchequer  was  confirmed;   aiid  a^i  order 
Issued  to  put  him  in  possession  of  the  disputed  estate. 
Against   this  determinadpn  ^t^^^^^^I^  petitioned  the 
Irish  house  of  lords.    In  this  aflfi^ir,  the  dignity  of  the 
peers  and  the  privileges  of  the  nation  were  deeply  in- 
volved.    The  first  step  tt^e  Irish  lords  (ook,  was  to 
propose  to  the 'consideration  of  the  judges,  whether 
by  the  laws  of  the  land  an  appeal  lay  from  a  decree 
pf  the  court  qf  Exchequer  in  Ireland,  to  the  Kjng  in 
parliament  in  Great  Britain  ?  This  question  they  cie- 
termined  in  the  negative.     The  peers  then  resolved, 
that  they  would  support  their  honour,  jurisdiction, 
and  privileges,  by  giving  the  petidoner  Sherlock  re- 
lief.   To  such  extremes  were  matters  carried,  that 
the  Irish  house  of  peers  ordered  the  barons  of  the 
Xxchequer  to  be  taken  into  the  custody  of  the  Black 
Rod,  for  having  obeyed  an  order  of  the  English  house 
of  peers.    On  the  other  hand,  a  very  explicit  and  ela- 
^rate  representation  of  all  the  proceedings  of  the 
lords  in  Ireland,  concerning  appeals,  was  transmitted 
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171®*     to  his  Majesty^  which  was  laid  before  the  British  house 
of  lords  and  read:  whereupon  they  resolved^  that 
the  barons  of  the  court  of  Exchequer  in  Ireland,  in 
proceeding  in  obeaience  to  their  orders,  had  acted 
with  courage  according  to  law,  in  support  of  his  Ma* 
jesty's  prerogative,  and  with  fidelity  to  the  crown  of 
Great  Britain ;  and  that  an  humble  address  be  pre- 
sented to  his  Majesty,  to  confer  on  them  some  mark 
of  his  royal  favour,  as  a  recompense  for  the  injuries 
they  had  received,  by  being  unjustly  censured,  and 
illegally  imprisoned   for  doing  their  duty*.     They 
ordered  a  bill  to  be  brought  in,  for  the  better  securing 
the  dependency  of  Ireland  upon  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain,  which  passed  into  a  law  f . 
DukeofOr.      About  this  time  a  fresh  attempt  was  made  in  fiivor 

mond  heads  *■ 

an  invasion  of  the  Pretender  by  the  intriccues  of  the  Cardinal  Al- 

tromSfMin.  ^  . 

beroni.  An  armament  of  twelve  ships  of  the  line, 
and  several  transports,  was  equipped,  having  on  board 
6000  regular  troops,  and  arms  for  1 2000  men.  The 
command  of  this  fleet  was  committed  to  the  Duke  of 
Ormond,  with  the  title  of  captain-general  of  his  ca- 

*  The  Duke  of  Leeds  entered  a  very  long  protest  against  lhcs« 
resolutions,  which  being  very  pointed  and  interesting,  is  given  ia 
the  Appendix  to  my  Hist.  Review^  No.  LVI. 

t  5  Geo.  c  v.  by  which  it  was  enacted,  that  tlie  kingdom  of 
Ireland  was  of  right  subordinate  to,  and  dependent  upi^  the  im- 
perial* crown  of  Great  Britain,  as  being  inseparably  united  and 
annexed  thereunto ;  and  that  the  Briiish  parliament  bad  of  right 
full  power  to  make  laws  to  bind  the  people  and  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  and  that  the  house  of  lords  of  Ireland  had  not  any  appd- 
iant  jurisdiction. 
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tholic  Majesty.  He  was  provided  with  declarations  ^1^9* 
in  the  name  of  the  Spanish  monarch,  importing,  that 
for  many  good  reasons  he  had  sent  part  of  his  land 
and  sea  forces  into  England  and  Scotland  to  act  as 
auxiliaries  to  King  James.  The  Duke  of  Ormond 
sailed  from  Cadiz  and  had  proceeded  as  far  as  Cape 
Finisterre,  when  the  fleet  was  overtaken  $ind  dispersed 
by  a  storm,  which  entirely  defeated  the  intended  ex- 
pedition *. 

In  the  year  1719,  the  parliament  passed  an  Act  for  induismces 
exempting  the  Protestant  dissenters  of  that  kingdom  ^IxmanT 
from  certain  penalties,  to  which  they  were  (in  common 
with  the  Catholics )  then  subject  f.    And  the  pream-  ' 

ble  of  the  act  sets  forth,  that  *^  the  granting  some  ease 
and  indulgence  to  the  Protestant  dissenters  in  the 
exercise  of  religion^  might  be  an  effectual  means  to 
unite  his  Majesty's  Protestant  subjects  in  interest  and 
iffection."  The  Duke  of  Bolton,  in  his  speech  on  the 
day  that  the  bill  passed,  not  very  warrantably  mis- 

*  In  joBtic^  to  the  oosbaken  lojaltj  of  Ireland,  it  should  be 
recoUecved,  that  at  this  time  the  tenantry  on  the  Ormond  pro- 
perty was  tlie  most  numerous  in  Ireland  ;  the  bulk  of  that  nation 
was  of  the  same  religion  as  the  Pretender;  Ireland  lay  more  con- 
tiguous to  Spain  than  Great  Britain,  and  was  less  provided  for 
defence  against  invasion.  Yet  so  sternly  loynl  to  the  House  of 
Hanover  were  the  Irish  Coolies,  ev^n  at  this  early  period  af%er 
tibe  acoMsion  of  the  present  illustrious  family  to  the  throne,  that 
not  even  the  intriguing  i\lberoai,  the  Spanish  Monarch,  the  Ca- 
tholic Pretender,  or  his  enthusiastic  and  then  desperate  supporter 
Ormond,  durst  even  attempt  to  seduce  them  from  their  allegiance 
and  civil  duty* 

-j-  Oth  Qeo.  c.  T, 
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1720.  quoted  the  words  of  the  f^tatute,  in  order  to  take  off 
^"""^  the  sting,  which  the  marked  partiality  for  the  few  to 
the  exclusion  of  the  many  necessarily  imported*  He 
recommended  to  them  in  the  words  of  one  of  those 
excellent  bills  passed  that  day,  an  union  in  interest 
and  affection  amongst  all  his  Majesty^s  subjects. 
Unfortunately  for  the  people  of  Ireland  the  words  of 
the  statute  were  operative  and  lasting :  those  of  the 
lord 'lieutenant  insidious,  false,  and  transient.  The 
speech  of  the  Lieutenant  acquired  instant  circulation; 
the  people  re^  what  they  never  experienced ;  and 
they  smarted  under  what  they  never  read. 
Harshness       The  Duke  of  Grafton,  in  closing  the  next  session 

pf  the  Duke     -         ,.  .r 

of  Grafcon  gf  parhament^  manifested  a  degree  of  harshness  tOt 

towafds  the 

fttboiicf.  wards  the  Catholics,  little  responsive  to  their  tried 
steadiness  to  the  new  family  on  the  throne.  He 
recommended*  to  the  parliament  to  put  the  laws  in 
execution^  and  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  o\er  the  F^ 
pists,  since  he  had  reason  to  believe,  that  the  number 
of  Popish  priests  was  daily  encreasing  in  that  king- 
dom, and  far  exceeded  what  by  the  indulgence  of  the 
law  was  allowed. 

jmhio}a)ty      The  Same  noble  Duke  in  opening  the  session  of 

acted  upoo.  f  ^ 

1 723,  rendered  to  the  Catholics,  perhaps  an  inad- 
vertent,  certainly  not  an  unimportant  eulogy,  upon 
the  actual  confidence  placed  in  their  loyalty  in  the 
very  acme  of  alarm  and  danger.  The  traitorous 
projects  (said  his  Grace)  **  that  were  near  ripe  for 
**xecution  the  last  year,  made  it  advisable  to  call  fpy 

*  3  Joura«  Com,  p,  314. 
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six  regiments  of  foot  from  Ireland,  and  as  the  scene  of  ^72^ 
blo5d  and  confusion,  that  was  then  opening  in  Great 
Britain,  must  hare  soon  reached  this  country,  his~Ma- 
jesty  dould  not  more  effectually  shew  his  tender  re- 
gard for  his  subjects,  than  by  orderhig  that  seasonable 
reinforcement  for  seaiiing  peace  in  that  part  of  hi^ 
Majesty's  dominions/*  It  is  singular,  that  in  the  very 
q>eech,  which  proved  that  the  catholics  wei'e  so  little 
suspected  of  disaffection  to  the  government,  as  to 
make  it  advisable  and  safe  to  send  six  regiments  from 
catholic  Ireland,  for  the  defence  of  protestant  Bri- 
tain^ his  Grace  added  *,  '^  I  cannot  but  think  it  a 
matter  deserving  your  serious  atjtention,  to  provide 
some  laws  for  the  further  strengthening  of  the  pro«- 
testant  inter^t  of  this  kingdom,  particularly  for  pre- 
venting more  effectually  the  eluding  of  those  in  being 
against  popish  priests,  it  being  too  notorious,  that  the 
number  of  such  is  of  late  greatly  encreased." 

Ill  consonance  with  the  repeated  recommendations  vioienc  ns 
of  this  lord-lieutenant^  the  commons  came  to  eight  the'c'^.^ 
violent  f  resolutions  against  the  catholics,  which  passed  biii"in  con- 
without  a  dissentient  voice,  and  thereupon  leave  was  **^^***'^' 
(^ven  to  bring  in  heads  of  a  bill  for  explaining  and 
amending  the  acts  to  prevent  the  further  growth  of 
popery,  and  for  strengthening  the  protestant  interest 
in  that  kingdom.    Heads  of  a  bill  were  accordingly 

*  a  Joaro.  Com.  p.  314. 

1 3  Journ.  p.  36,  2d  of  October,  I723.    They  may  be  seen 
in  mj  Historical  Review,  vol.  I.  p.  252. 
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^7^-^  prepared,  with  a  clause  for  castrating  every  catholid 
clergyman  that  should  be  found  in  the  realm.  The 
bill,  thus  surcharged  with  this  Gothic  barbarism,  was 
presented  on  the  15th  of  November,  172S,  to  the 
lord-lieutenant  by  the  commons  at  the  castle,  and  they 
most  earnestly  requested  his  Grace  to  recommend  the 
same  in  tlie  mo%t  effectual  manner  to  his  Majesty^ 
humbly  hoping  from  his  Majesty's  goodness  and  his 
Grace's  zeal  for  his  service  and  the  protestant  interest 
of  that  kingdom,  that  the  same  might  be  obtained  to 
pass  into  a  law*.  It  was  transmitted  to  England,  and 
for  the  honour  of  humanity  there  suppressed  with 
becoming  indignation f.  The  lord-lieutenant,  on  pro* 
roguing  the  parliament,  consoled  them  for  the  loss  of 
their  fayourite  bill,  by  attributing  its  failure  to  their 
having  brought  it  in  at  so  advanced  a  period  of  the 
session :  recommendmg  to  them  again  a  more  vigor- 
ous execution  of  the  penal  laws  against  the  catholics, 
and  assuring  them,  that  he  would  contribute  his  part 
towards  the  prevention  of  the  growing  evil  (of  popery), 
by  giving  proper  directions,  that  henceforward  such 

*  3  Journ.  Com.  p.  366.  His  Grace  returned  the  following 
answer.  **  I  have  so  much  at  heart  a  matter  which  I  reoom^ 
mended  to  the  consideration  of  parliament  at  the  beginniog  o£ 
this  session,  that  tije  house  of  commons  may  depend  upon  a  dua 
regard  ou  niy  part  to  what  is  desired,** 

f  Some  Iribh  historians  attribute  the  failure  of  this  bill  to  the 
hunume  interposition  of  Cardinal  Fleur/  with  Mr.  Walpole.  Yet 
surely  ilieie  needed  no  Gallic  interference  for  the  danouuition  of  a 

law  ot  bucli  savai^c  turpitude. 
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persaons  only  should  be  put  into  the  commission  of  the     1733. 
peace  as  had  distinguished  themselves  by  their  fide- 
lity to  his  Majesty,  and  by  their  steady  adherence  to 
the  protestant  interest*. 

The  latter  part  of  thii  reign  was  a  notable  aera  for  Three  pro- 
a  new  dirision  of  parties  in  Ireland.     The  old  revolu-  ties  in  ire- 
tionary  party,  which  affected  Whiggism  and  had  de- 
scended fironk  and  retained  the  spirit  and  principles 
of  the  Oliverians,  was  the  most  numerous  in  the 
conmions.     The  old  Tories  had  an  ascendancy  in  the      ^ 
lords.     The  third  party  wished  well  to  their  country, 
and  successfully  adapted  to  its  government  all  die 
genuine  Whig  principles,  upon  which  the  liberty  of 
England  had  been  so  firmly  established ;   but  the 
practical  application  of  which  had  been  first  made  to 
Ireland  by  4he  patriotic  efforts  of  Mr.  Molyneux  f. 

*  3  Journ.  Com.  p.  389* 

-|*  Lord  Clare*8  speech  on  the  union  is  a  curious  repository  ot 
some  modem  opinioof  upon  the  necessity  of  an  English  or  pro* 
tcitant  ascendancy  in  Ireland :  (p*  13.)  ''  Jt  is  a  melancholy 
tnitb>  that  from  that  day>  (James  I.)  all  have  clung  to  the 
popish  religion,  as  a  common  bond  of  nuiooj  and  an  hereditary 
pledge  of  animosity  to  British  settlers  and  the  British  nation. 
What  alternative  then  remained  to  the  King  for  retaining  this 
coootry  under  the  dominion  of  his  crown  ?  In  the  modem  re- 
volatiooaxy  phrase^  the  physical  consequence  of  the  country  was 
arrayed  against  the  English  colony  and  the  English  govern- 
ment. He  was  therefore  driven  to  the  necesjiity  of  treating  the 
old  inhabitants  as  a  conquered  people,  and  governing  their  coun- 
try as  an  English  province^  or  of  fortifying  his  protestant  colony, 
by  inTCitiBg  them  with  the  artificial  power  of  a  separate  govern- 
meot."    FrioMte  Boulter,  who,  from  the  y^ar  1/24  to  the  year. 
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1723^    These?  three  parties  were  all  protestants.    Hoxfr  iAdetf 
soever  they  differed  from  each  other,  they  all  united 

1742,  was  the  main  npr^hg  of  the  English  politics  and  the  in- 
strument of  the  Bi  itish  cabinet  in  If  elands  gave  to  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle  tlie  following  caution  agauist  Swift.  (V6L  L  p.  &1, 
Boulter's  Lei,)  "  llie  general  report  \s,  that  Dean  Swift  design^ 
for  England  in  a  little  time  >  and  we  do  not  question  his  en^ 
deavours  to  misrepresent  ht!t  Majesty's  frtends  here,  wherever 
he  finds  an  opportunity :  but  he  is  so  known,  as  well  as  the 
disturbances  he  has  been  the  fomenter  of  in  this  kingdom,  that 
we  are  under  no  fear  of  his  being  able  to  disserve  any  of  his 
Majest}''s  faithful  serwints  by  stny  thing  that  is  known  to  oome 
irom  him.'*  Swift  sopported  ihe  fiatutal  interests  of  Ireland 
against  the  Dissenters  and  Whig  party,  who,  in  his  ideas,  endea* 
voured  to  monopolize  the  political  influence  of  the  country*  and 
against  the  power  of  the  Bi  itish  cabinet,  whose  system  it  was  to 
keep  Ireland  in  a  state  of  abject  subserviency.  "  Therefore/* 
sdid  he,  in  A/5  Siaie  of  Ireland,  '^  it  is  too  well  knowd,  that  Vre 
are  forced  to  obty  some  laws  we  never  consented  to ;  which  is  a 
condition  I  must  not  call  by  Its  true  uhcontroled  name,  for  fear 
df  Lofd  Chief  Justice  Whitshed's  ghost,  with  his  liiertas  ei  natde 
solum  written  for  a  motto  on  his  coach,  as  it  stood  at  the  door  of 
the  court,  v^hilst  he  was  perjaring  himself  to  betray  both.'*  Swift 
Was  a  true  patriot,  and  had  rendered  himself  particularly  obnoxioof 
to  government,  by  publishing  his  Drapier's  Letters,  and  other  pi* 
triotic  works  in  defence  of  his  oppressed  country,  but  especially  by 
his  proposal  for  the  universal  use  of  Irish  inanufactures,  in  clotheif 
and  fiimtture  of  houses,  utterly  rejecting  and  renoundng  every 
thing  wearable  that  came  from  England :  on  account  of  which 
publication,  a  prosecution  was  set  on  foot  against  Waters  the 
printer,  by  the  express  command  of  the  lord-lieutenant,  who  sent 
to  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  Whitshed  before  the  trial,  informing 
him,  that  a  most  seditious,  factious,  and  virulent  libel  had  been' 
published,  whh  a  design  of  setting  the  tw6  kingdoms  at  variance  ; 
aod  iberefofe  ^at  the  printer  should  be  prosecuted  with  all  the 
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In  one  common  principle  of  opposing  the  catholics,  as  ^7M. 
the  common  enemy.  The  most  remote  tendency  to 
&vour  them  would,  at  that  time,  have  been  construed 
an  overt  attempt  to  faring  back  the  Pretender.  The 
.tSLtholics,  broken  down  by  oppression,  scarcely  claimed 
their  rights  of  existence^  and  were  occasionally  made 
the  passive  instruments  of  the  three  other  parties,  ac« 
cording  to  the  exigencies  of  their  several  temporary 

feieverity  of  the  law.  Tlie  lord-chief-jastice's  zeal  on  sQch  an  oc- 
casion wanted  no  spur.  He  outran  his  commission,  by  indecently 
declaring  towards  the  commencement  of  the  trial,  that  the  au« 
ihor*s  ilntcntion  was  to  bring  in  the  Pretender,  6t>veimment  had 
bflered  a  reward  of  3007.  for  the  discovery  ol  the  author  of  theia 
let^drs :  but  so  popular  aid  interesting  to  Ireland  was  the  subject  of 
lliem,  that  no  one  was  base  enough  to  betray  him.  This  firmneatf 
In  the  cause  brought  on  the  prosecution  of  the  printer,  whom  tho 
jury  acquitted.  Yet  so  determmately  was  the  chief-justice  bent  upoa 
procuring  a  verdict  for  the  crown,  that  he  kept  the  jury  but  eleveii 
boors,  and  sent  them  nine  times  out  of  court,  undl  at  last  he  wea* 
ried  them  Into  a  special  verdict.  The  profligacy  of  this  courtly 
judge  is  ailuded  to  by  the  primate  in  a  letter  to  the  Duke  of  New-« 
castle,  (vol  L  p,  112.)  which  accounts  for  his  lordship*s  anxiety 
to  be  removed  to  the  cominon  pleas,  where  he  would  be  placed 
ont  of  the  occasion  of  executing  again  such  commands  of  govern- 
ment "  My  Lord  Chief  JsBtice  Witshed  has  been  with  me  to 
desire  he  olay  be  recommended  to  succeed  Lord  Chief  Justice 
Wyndham.  He  represents,  that  he  has  with  great  ^eal  and  fide* 
lity  served  his  Majesty,  and  made  himself  many  enemies  by  so 
doingt  and  would  hope  for  this  favour  as  a  reward  of  his  services. 
t  most  do  him  the  justice  to  ^y,  that  he  has  certslinly  j^erved  his 
Majesty  with  great  zeal  and  afiection,  and  has  drawn  on  himself 
the  anger  of  the  Jacobites  by  so  doing,  and  other  discontented 
persons  here,  by  discountenancing  seditious  writings  in  the  afiais 
of  the  halfpence,*' 

VOL.  lU  O 
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1734.    projects:   and  were  too  often  made  objects  of  new 
rigour  and  persecution,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  with- 
drawing the  attention  of  their  opponents  from  mea* 
sures,  which  the  particular  parties  wished  to  carry  or 
oppose.     Primate  Boulter  always  affected  to  term  the 
patriotic  party  the  discontentedj  and  not  unfrequently 
the  kin^s  enemies  :  and  of  their  successful  opposition 
to  the  measures  of  (hose,  whom  his  grace  termed  the 
King*s  seiTajitSj  (consequently  his  friends)  he  loudly 
complained* 
the  job  of       In  no  instance  were  the  exertions  of  the  patriots 
tent  for  ^  more  brilliantly   successful,   than  in   opposing  Mr. 
^^^'   Wood's  patent  for  coining  halfpence,  which  they  con- 
sidered as  an  infamous  job  *•    There  had  not  been  for 
many  years  a  coinage  of  copper  in  Irebnd ;  the  low 
medium  of  halfpence  and  farthings  had  become  very 
scarce ;  and  the  deficiency  was  found  to  be  attended 
with  great  inconveniency.    Applications  were  made  in 
vain  to  England  for  a  new  coinage.    What  was  refused 

♦  Primate  Boiilter,  withrn  a  fortnight  after  his  arrival  jn  Dub- 
lin, informed  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  that  "  they  were  in  a  ve^ 
bad  state,  and  the  people  so  poisoned  with  apprehentiont  of 
Wood's  hahpencs,  that  he  did  not  see  there  could  be  any  hope» 
of  justice  against  any  person  for  seditious  writiogs,  if  he  did  but 
mix  something  about  Wood  in  them.  All  sorts  were  deteroiia- 
itely  set  against  them.  Pamphlets  and  the  discourses  of  some 
people  of  weight  ran  very  mach  upon  the  independency  of  Irf 
land  J  which,  in  their  present  state,  \i'as  a  rery  popular  notioiu 
That  though  all  people  were  equally  set  against  Wood,  yet  manf 
of  (lie  madnesses  were  supposed  to  come  from  papists  mixing  with 
and  setting  on^  others,  with  whom  they  formerly  bad  no  manner 
of  correspondence/* 
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to  the  voice  of  the  Irish  nation,  was  granted  to  the  in-  }7^ 
trigues  of  William  Wood.  He  obtained  a  patent  for 
coining  copper  halfpence  and  farthings  for  the  use  of 
Ireland,  to  the  amount  of  108,000/.  They  were  cast 
of  such  base  alloy,  that  the  whole  mass  was  not  worth 
6000/.  Of  this  base  coin  he  poured  an  immense  in« 
fusion  into  Ireland.  Brass  multiplied  beyond  example: 
was  not  only  used  in  change,  but  attempted  to  be 
forced  in  payments*  The  Irish  nation  took  the  atarm^ 
and  made  it  a  national  cause :  and  it  may  be  said  to 
have  been  the  firsts  in  which  all  parties  in  Ireland  had 
ever  come  to  issue  with  the  British  cabinet.  The 
Irish  parliament,  in  an  address  to  the  throne,  told  the 
King,  they  were  called  upon  by  their  country  to  re« 
present  the  ill  consequences  to  the  kingdom  likely  to 
result  from  Wood's  patent :  that  the  prospect,  which 
it  presented  to  view  was  the  diminution  of  the  reve- 
nue and  the  ruin  of  trade.  An  application  from  the 
privy-council  of  Ireland  to  the  King  spoke  the  sante 
language :  and  addresses  to  the  like  eflfect  from  most 
of  the  city  corporations  throughout  the  kingdonx 
were  handed  up  to  the  thione.  At  the  quarter-86s« 
don  the  country  gentlenven  and  magistrates  unani- 
mously  declared  agamst  It:^  And  the  grand  jury  o£ 
the  county  of  Dublin  pf^i^ted  all  persons,  who  at- 
tempted to  impose  upon  the;:  people  of  Ireland  the 
base  coin,  as  enemies  to  government,  and  to  the  safety^ 
peace,  and  welfare  of  his  Majesty's  subj^ts.  It  was 
not  to  be  expected,  that  an  individual  speculator,  who- 
could  raise  ^Xk  interest  with  the  British  caMnet  moie 

c  2 
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^MT.  powerful  than  the  united  voice*  of  the  whole  people 
of  Irel^d,  should  forego  att  his  golden  prospects 
from  the  opposition  of  those,  whom  he  had  in  the 
first  instance  baffled  and  defeated.  He  still  com- 
manded such  influence  with  his  patrons,  as  to  bring 
forth  a  report  from  the  pHvy-council  of  England  in  hn 
fevour,  which  cast  very  severe  (not  to  say  indecent)  re^ 
flections  upon  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  for  having  op« 
posed  his  patent.  After  the  nation  had  been  kept  in 
turbulent  agitation  for  a  year  by  the  real  or  imaginary 
ejects  of  this  job,  tranquillity  was  restored  by  his 
Majesty's  revocation  of  the  patent,  which  put  an  end 
to  the  eurrency  of  this  base  money,  and  opened  to 
Ireland  a  dawn  of  confidence^  that  tbek  sovereign's 
ear  would  not  be  for  ever  shut  against  the  united 
voice  of  his  Irish  people  !• 

*  For  the  address  of  the  commons  to  the  King,  in  the  <int  in-' 
stancej  vide  3  Joum.  325,  and  for  their  address  to  his  Majesty  oir 
liis  gracious  answer  to  their  first  address^  368. 

t  Primate  Boulter  found  the  spirit  of  the  nation  so  determined 
against  Wood's  patent^  that  he  reluctantly  recommended  its  revo* 
cation.  Yet  on  the  uniform  principle  of  ministers  protecting  their 
own  creatures,  he  contended,  "  that  Wood  could  not  be  supposed 
•fining  to  resign  it  without  a  prop^  compensafion,  (as  if  the  dbtain* 
log  such  a  patent  had  been  a  work  of  meritorious  or  laborious  seririce),- 
and  that  the  seditious  and  clamorous  behaviour  of  too  many  bere^ 
must  rather  liave  tended  to  provoke  his  Majesty  and  his  mmistiy  to 
tut)pori  the  paten ti  than  to  take  any  extraordinary  steps  to  s^nk  it : 
flind  that  therefor^  the  ihost  proper  way  seemed  to  be,  the  propos. 
itig  some  reasonable  amends  to  Mr.  Wood  in  order  to  his  resig^ning 
IW  patent"    However^  upon  the  25 tb  of  September^  ^725,  he 
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Little  else  worth  recording  happened  during  th?     17V. 
remainder  of  George's  reign,  that  affected  Ireland.  Dnth  of 
His  Majesty  was  suddenly  taken  ill  in  his  carriage,  as  ^**^ 
he  was  travelling  through  Holland  to  visit  his  electoral 
dominions.    The  attendants,  that  were  in  his  carriage^ 
perceived  in  the  morning  after  he  had  left  Delden^ 
where  he  had  supped  heartily  and  slept  soundly,  that 
one  of  his  hands  was  motionless:   they  chafed  and 
rubbed  it  with  spirits  without  effect :  his  tongue  soon 
began  to  swell,  and  he  had  barely  strength  to  order 
chem  to  hasten  to  Osnaburgh.    His  senses  failed  him, 
and  he  died  the  next  morning,  in  the  68th  year  of  his 
age,  and  in  the  1 3th  of  his  reign. 

The  violence  of  political  b^s^,  under  which  the  cha-  chinctcr 
r^ter  and  reign  of  this  monarch  h;»re  been  handed  \iQm^. 
to  posterity  has  palmed  upon  the  public  a  very  un^ 
faithful  portrait  of  both.  The  inclination  of  the  nation 
to  fevo\ir  the  Whig  party,  which,  during  the  whole  of 
this  reign,  governed  the  King,  senate,  and  people 
with  a  despotism  little  congenial  with  their  avowed 
principles  of  civil  liberty,  and  the  cru^^ing  of  the 
rebellion  in  fiivour  of  the  Pretender,  who  more  from 
his  religion  than  politics,  was  disrelished  by  the  na- 
tion, encouraged  the  successful  party  to  flatter,  and 
deterred  the  depressed  party  fronj  publishing  even  a 
fiaithful  representation  of  that  portion  of  our  history. 
George,  from  his  arrival  in  England,  threw  himself 
without  reserve  into  the  arms  of  the  party^  which  seate4 

iells  Lord  Townsend,  ''  I  muit  likewue  acksowledge  the  obiigi- 
iioD  we  all  lie  under  here  for  jour  prucuriog  so  great  an  inptancf 
of  bis  Majesty's  goodness,  as  the  revoking  of  Wood's  patent.*' 

9? 
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JW^  him  on  the  throne.  Throughout  hi3  reign  he  may  be 
said  to  have  been  rather  governed  by  the  leaders  of 
party,  than  to  have  governed  a  free  people.  To  their 
passions  and  interests,  rather  than  to  their  council  and 
advice^  he  was  totally  subservient.  They  commanded  a 
majority  in  parliament,  and  George  top  well  knew,  that 
his  title  to  the  British  throne  was  wholly  parliamentary. 
He  came  to  the  throne  at  the  mature  age  of  fifty-four 
years :  his  comportment  was  reserved  and  formal,  and 
little  reconcileable  with  the  liberty  he  allowed  himself 
vnih  the  sex.  The  Duchiess  of  Kendall,  his  left- 
handed  wife  or  avowed  mistress,  and  the  Countess  of 
Darlington,  enjoyed  at  the  sanie  time  the  royal  pro^ 
tection:  and  latterly  Mrs.  Ann  Brett,  an  English 
lady,  was  formally  admitted  into  the  seraglio  of  St. 
James's,  with  the  promise  of  a  title,  which  the  King 
lived  not  to  grant.  They  were  constant  food  for  the 
venom  of  the  Jacobites,  and  systematically  supported 
by  the  Whig  party.  The  influence,  which  these  ladies 
exercised  upon  the  royal  mind,  opened  and  kept  up 
during  the  whole  of  the  reign,  a  regular  system  of  mi- 
nisterial intrigue,  which  ever  must  accompany  such 
predilections  of  the  monarch.  The  various  plots  and 
counterplots  of  Lord  Bolingbroke,  Bishop  Attcrbury, 
and  others  of  the  Jacobitical  party,  which  were  gene- 
rally defeated  by  the  address  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole^ 
scarcely  produced  even  a  remote  effect  on  Ireland. 
George  had  the  good  fortune  to  have  the  merit  of  his 
rdgn  attributed  personally  to  himself,  and  its  defects 
thrown  upon  the  corruption  and  false  principles  of  his 
ministers. 


C»T] 


CHAPTER  IV. 

The  Rdgn  of  Gmrff  IL 

UiPON  the  demise  of  George  the  Krst,  his  son     1727. 
ascended  the  throne  without  disturbance  or  opposi-  accc  sioo 
tion.    Now,  fiar  the  first  time  since  the  revolution,  iI.^a?* 
did  the  catholics  of  Ireland  venture  to  approach  the  fhfc^ 
throne  by  a  public  jw:t  of  th«r  body.    The  penal  laws  ***^ 
had  been  somewhat  multiplied,  and  rigorously  exe- 
cuted during  the  late  reign.    It  was  still  fresh  in  their 
;ninds,  that  the  severe  laws  of  Queen  Ann  were  said 
to  have  been  passed  against  them,  as  a  punishment  for 
their  having  ivegiected  to  address  her  on  her  coming 
to  the  throne.     The  e;&treme  virulence,  with  which 
they  were  cadumniated  from  the  press,  the  pulpit,  and 
the  senate,  on  the  demise  of  that  Queen,  had  deterred 
them  from  offering  any  address  upon  the  accession  of 
die  Hanover  ^^nily•    At  this  ji^nctujre^  however,  they 
drew  up  an  address  of  congratulation,  which  in  a  dig* 
nified  manner  expressed  loyalty  to  their  sovereign, 
and  pledged  them  t<b  a  continuance  of  jhc^r  |)f  aceful 
and  quiet  demeanour.    It  w^s  presented  to  the  lords* 
justices  by  Lord  Pelvin  and  seyeral  respectable  catho- 
lic gentlemen;  bt^t  it  was  received  with  silent  con. 
tempts    The  Iprds-justices*,  who  w.^e  ]biumbly  en- 

*  Tliey  were  J^nnuOe  jBoidter^  Tlonuu  Wyndhim,  and  Wil* 
liam  Conoll/. 

Q4 
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1727.  treated  to  transmit  it  to  his  Majesty,  never  conde^ 
^"^^^  scended  to  make  an  answer  to  those,  who  presented 
it ;  nqr  is  it  known  to  this  day,  whether  it  reached  the 
hands  of  the  sovereign,  or  were  strangled  in  its  birth 
by  the  heads  of  the  English  interest,  who  dreaded 
nothing  so  much  as  the  united  loyalty  of  the  people 
of  Ireland. 
Boulter's  The  great  engine,  patron,  and  supporter  of  the 
sovoDiiii;.  English  interest  in  Ireland,  was  PrimatQ  Boulter.  He , 
affected  to  confound  under  one  gommon  denomina-: 
tion  of  the  disqffectedj  and  King*s  enemies^  all  the 
Tories  and  patriots,  who  preferred  an  Irish  to  an  Eng- 
lish interest  in  their  native  country.  Sensible  that  his 
means  of  supporting  the  English  interest  would  not 
bear  the  light,  his  Grace  insidiously  effected  a  very 
strong  and  unjust  measure,  which  would  probably 
have  failed,  had  it  been  fairly  proposed  and  freely 
debated  in  the  then  prevailing  temper  of  the  public 
mind*  Not  one  of  the  acts  of  Elizabeth  or  Ann  had 
gone  the  length  of  depriving  the  catholics  of  their 
elective  franchise.  By  the  2d  of  Ann,  An  Act  to 
prevent  the  further  Growth  of  Popery ^  every  elector 
was  required  to  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  abjur- 
ation J  to  which  no  catholic  objected.  The  attention, 
which  the  nation  began  to  pay  to  their  civil  rights,  an4 

the  political  weight,  which  the  catholics  bore  in  elec- 

■  ^     .....   ■ 

tions,  awakened  the  primate's  jealousy  and  alarm,  and 
drove  him  to  the  desperate  resolution  of  upholding 
the   English  interest*  in  Ireland  by  disfranchismg 

*  As  much  of  Primate  Boulter*s  letters  as  the  editor  has  £iyo^re4 
us  witb>  openly  avows  this  prdate^s  principles  upon  the  sobject* 
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dx)ve  four-fifths  of  its  population.  An  opposition  1727- 
to  the  English  interest,  which  it  ever  was  the  pride 
of  this  prdate  to  support,  was  dreaded  from  the 
patriots,  who  systematically  opposed  any  foreign  as- 
cendancy over  the  native  rights  and  interests  of  their 
country.  It  was  not  natural,  that  the  body  of  the 
Irish  people  should  be  forward  in  supporting  such 
foreign  ascendancy,  whether  English  or  Protestant. 
The  catholics'  address  to  the  throne  was  not  carried 
without  a  considerable  division  of  the  catholic  body  *  j 
of  which  the  prin^ate  so  dexterously  availed  himself  in 
the  thep  pending  flections,  th^t  on  the  24th  of  Au- 

WitbiD  three  weeks  afVer  the  death  of  the  King,  he  writes  to  tliQ 
Duke  of  Newcastle,  (vol.  I.  p.  I??.)  **  Every  ihing  here  is  very 
quiet  :*'  and  on  the  same  day  he  informs  Lord  Townsend  (p.  176). 
^'  We  iiav«  no  other  bustle  amongst  us,  than  what  arises  from  tlie 
warm  canvass  going  on  in  all  parts  about  the  election  of  members 
(or  the  ensuing  parliament/'  He  had  three  days  before  apprised 
Lord  Carteret^  then  lord -lientenant^  (p.  ]73)>  "  that  the  whole 
kingdom  was  in  the  utnoost  ferment  about  the  coming  elections. 
I  can  69fely  appeal  (said  his  Grace)  to  ypur  Excellency  for  my 
having  to  the  best  of  my  power  sprved  his  late  Majesty,  and  sup- 
ported the  English  interest  here.** 

•  On  the  lK)th  of  July,  1727*  Ae  primate  wrote  to  Lord  Car- 
teret :  "  1  hoar  this  day .  that  the  address  yesterday  presented  bj 
fODoe  Roman  Oatholics,  occasions  grp^t  he^tt  and  divisions  among 
Uioae  of  that  religion  here.-*  (Vol.  I.  p.  188.)  That  the  constant 
tiew  of  this  prelate  was  the  maintenance  of  an  English  ascend- 
iiicy»  and  to  keep  down  the  native  influence  of  Ireland,  appean 
irom  the  whole  tenor  of  his  correspondence.  His  editor  assniva 
fis,  that  these  letters  wiU  ever  ranain  the  moat  authentic  history 
pf  Ireland,  for  the  space  of  time,  in  which  they  were  written ; 
yiz.  from  1724  to  1/42,  during  which  his  Grace  was  thirteen 
fimes  one  of  the  lords^justices. 
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^7V*    gu8t,  1727)  he  assured  the  lord-lieutenant,  that  the 
elections  would  generally  go  well. 
System  of      Lord  Carteret,  whose  administration  lasted  from 

civiciing 

ireUnd      1725  to  1731,  has  had  the  credit  of  ienienqr  and 

within  ttp  ,  •'     , 

^^  humanity,  from  having  discountenanced  fhe  execution 
of  the  penal  laws  against  the  catholics.  He  certainly 
had  the  policy  not  publicly  to  aggravate  the  evil  of 
famine  by  religious  persecution.  Yet  no  real  friend  to 
Ireland  could  have  coalesced  with  Primate  Boulter 
in  the  systematic  support  of  an  English  interest^  by 
dividing  Ireland  within  itself*.  Fearful  of  an  et 
fectual  opposition  to  a  measure  of  such  unjust  severityi 
though  of  the  highest  political  import,  not  a  syllable 
in  the  speech  from  the  throne  bore  allusion  to  it :  no 
heads  of  any  bill  transmitted  imported  new  penaldei 
against  the  catholics  :  on  the  contrary,  the  lord-lie% 
tenant's  speech  recommended  expressly  the  con^denu* 
tion  of  such  laws,  as  might  be  necessary  to  be  made 
ibr  the  encouragement  of  manufactures  and  the  env 
ployment  of  the  poor ;  and  now  for  the  first  time  the 
lord- lieutenant  spoke  of  '^  f  the  gracious  instances  of 
his  majesty's  concern  for  the  happiness  of  his  people, 

*  This  IS  verified  by  the  primate's  words,  in  hit  letter  to  tbt 
Duke  of  Newcastle,  on  the  19th  of  Januiiy,  1724 :  *'  I  fiod»  bf 
my  own  and  other  inquuries,  that  the  people  of  every  religioOf 
country,  and  party  here,  tact  alike  set  againslt  Wood's  faalfpeojDQy  and 
that  their  agreement  in  this  has  had  a  roost  unhappy  influeoos- 09 
the  state  of  this  nation,  by  hringing  on  intimacies  between  Riptsll 
and  Jacobites  and  the  Whigs,  who  bcioxt  had  no  correspondencjl 
with  them/' 

t  3  Joum.  Com.  p.  463. 
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ind  the  good  opinion  he  had  always  had  of  the  loyalty    1727. 
ind  affection  of  kh  suhjeois  of  Ireland  ;"  dropping  the 
nvidious  re?triction  6f  his  Majesty's  protection,  grace, 
ind  fiavour  to  his  protestant  subjects. 

Many  of  the  catholics  began  now  to  consider  them-  The  catiH»- 
«lves  \ns\i-men  as  well  as  Irish  catholics.  Though  ^t/Sbe 
leprived  themselves  of  civil  rights,  they  put  a  high  va-  fci^SLc 
ue  on  them,  ^ndMn  defiance  of  religious  differences 
nade  civil  liberty  a  common  cause  with  their  protest- 
mt  brethren.  This  novel  coalition  between  protestavts 
ind  catholics  in  support  of  the  interests  of  Irel^ind, 
)ecame  formidably  alarming  to  that  party,  whose  sole 
riisdon  was  to  keep  up  an  English  interest  in  that 
ungdom.  Government  foresaw  the  necessary  pro- 
gress of  this  native  coalition  against  the  English  in- 
erest,  and  at  one  blow  put  an  end  to  the  political 
!xistence  of  at  least  four-fifths  of  the  nation  by 
lepriving  them  of  the  noblest  birth- right  and  in- 
•aluable  privilege  of  the  subject*.  Without  any 
Jinunciation  of  such  intention,  without  notice  to  any 
)f  the  parties  interested,  without  even  a  charge  or  ac- 
:iiS2tion  of  guilt,  by  the  unexpected  introduction  of 
I  clause  into  a  bill,  the  title  of  which  denounced  no 
urther  severity  against  the  catholics  t?  was  a  vital  stab 

f  Thus  did  Lord  Chief  Juitioe  Holt  usually  call  the  elective 
ranchite.  I  have  adhered  to  this  proportion  of  protestants  and 
atholics^  hecause  Priniate  Boulter  in  this  very  year  avowed  to  tie 
Vrchbifthop  ot  Canterbury  (vol.  I.  p.  210.)  There  a^e  prol ally 
n  tids  kingdom  Jive  Papists  at  least  to  one  Protestant, 

t  1  Geo.  11.  c.ix.  An  Act  for  further  regulating  the  ElectioD 
f  Members  of  ParL'aiumit^  and  preveotiog  the  irregular  proceed* 
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1728.  given  to  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  bulk  of  the 
^^""^"^  Irish  people.  It  was  enacted,  '*  that  no  Papist,  though 
not  convict,  should  be  entitled  or  admitted  to  vote  at 
the  election  of  any  member  to  serve  in  parliament  as 
knight,  citizen,  or  burgess,  or  the  election  of  any 
magistrate  for  any  city  or  other  town  corporate." 
This  truly  sweeping  clause  at  once  brushed  off  four- 
fifths  of  the  people  of  Ireland  from  any  representadon 
in  parliament :  it  was  inserted  by  way  of  amendment 
without  nodce,  without  debate,  without  council  j  thiis 
did  the  commons  sign  the  death-warrant  of  four  fifdis 
(^  their  constituents,  whose  voices  had  given  them  their 
legislative  existence  *. 
interoAidisr  -jj^^  stagnation  of  trade  and  want  of  employment 
UcUnd.  in  the  manufactures,  in  part  occasioned  and  in  part  ag- 
gravated the  scarcity  of  the  years  1728  and  1729. 
I'he  first  sessbn  of  the  parliament  ui^der  George  lit 

ings  of  Sherifis  and  other  Officers  in  electing  and  retaming  fodi 
Members.     Sect.  vii. 

*  The  catholics  in  Gal  way  having  successfully  opposed  Loid 
Clanrickard*8 '  interest^  be  prevailed  on  the  minister  of  thit 
day  to  introduce  this  clause^  to  deprive  them  of  their  fhuKJuiek 
He  was  the  first  protestant  of  his  family  and  a  staunch  sapporter 
of  the  English  interest.  On  the  same  day  (9th  of  Febnuujt 
IT27),  Dr.  Trotter  reported  from  the  committee  of  the  whole 
liouse,  that  they  had  gone  through  and  agreed  to  the  bill  with 
some  amendments  (viz.  the  disfranph{5in|r  clause)  which  were 
also  read  and  agreed  to,  and  Dr.  Trotter  was  directed  to  attend 
the  lord-lieutenant  with  the  said  heads  of  the  bill  to  be  transmitted 
into  Great  Britain  in  due  form.  3  Journ.  Com,  p.  522.  "With 
such  ease  was  a  nation  disfranchised  by  an  unconstitutional  m* 
nister ! 
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which  ended  in  May,  1728,  went  oter  without  dppo-  ^7^9. 
sition  :  insomuch,  that  the  lord«lieutenant,  in  closing 
the  session,  took  an  opportunity  of  observing  *,  that  all 
the  public  bills  transmitted  from  thence  had  been  re- 
turned under  the  great  seal  of  Great  Britain ;  which 
distinguishing  instance  of  his  Majesty's  regard  for  the 
parliament  of  Ireland,  was  one  of  the  happy  effects  of 
that  remarkable  application  and  unanimity^  which  had 
appeared  in  all  their  proceedings. 
Ireland  was  entirely  ruled  by  the  principles  of  an  Further  ri- 

gourimpos- 

English  interest  under  Primate ,  Boulter,  who   con-  «» on  tho 

,  catholics. 

sidered  it  strengthened  by  every  additional  pressure 
on  the  catholics.  In  the  year  i  733,  an  act  was  made 
for  tpf^^Ating  papists  practising  as  solicitors ;  which 
was  the  only  branch  of  the  law  they  were  then  per- 
mitted to  practice.    At  the  close  of  the  session,  the 

*  3  Joarn.  Com.  p.  570. 

1*  7  Geo.  II.  c.  5.  Whilst  this  bill  was  pending,  some  ea* 
thdics  of  Dublin  and  Cork  set  on  foot  a  subscription  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  opposing  it :  when  one  Hennesy,  an  interdicted 
priest,  gave  information,  that  this  collection  was  made  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  in  popeiy  and  the  Pretender.  Upon  which 
the  papers  of  these  gentlemen  were  seized,  and  submitted  to  the 
inspection  of  the  house  of  conuoons  :  and  it  appears  from  their 
printed  report,  that  the  whole  sum  collected  liad  not  exceeded  5Li 
the  committee  however  resolved,  that  it  appeared  to  tbem>  that 
under  colour  of  opposing  heads  of  bills,  great  sums  of  money  had 
been  collected  and  raised,  and  a  fund  established  by  the  popish 
inhabitants  of  the  kingdom^  through  the  influence  of  their  clergy, 
highly  detrimental  to  the/ro/c//an/  inttrest^  and  of  imminent  dan- 
pr  to  the  present  happy  establishment :  and  therefore  they  resolv* 
Bd  further,  that  an  humble  address  should  be  presented  to  the  lord* 
Jcatenant  to  issue  bis  proclamation  to  all  magistrates  to  put  the 
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lord-lieutenant  set  forth,  in  the  most  glowing  terms  of 
congratulatory  solace,  ^^  the  many  signal  marks  of  his 
Majesty's  goodness,  who  had  nothing  more  at  heart 
than  the  interest  and  prosperity  of  his  people*/*  He 
alluded  to  some  of  the  most  popular  acts,  such  as  the 
regulations  made  for  future  elections  ('by  abolishing 
the  right  of  voting  infour-^Jths  of  the  nation )j  the 
erecting  of  churches,  and  augmenting  the  maintenance 
of  the  clergy,  for  preserving  and  strengthening  the 
Protestant  interest  of  the  kingdom. 
gooitti^t  Primate  Boulter  f  was  as  zealous  to  prevent  the 
wyimh  growth  of  any  Irish  influence  in  Ireland,  as  of  popery. 
On  this  ground  he  complained  to  the  lord-lieutenant 
and  Duke  of  Newcastle  of  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Allen  Broderick,  the  chancellor's  son  J,  to  be  a  corn- 
law*  against  popery  into  execution.  Cur,  St.  of  /A:  Catholics  rf 
Ireland,  p.  257.  This  circumstance  goes  to  piove,  that  the  clause 
for  disfranchising  the  whole  body  of  calholics  w.is  not  in  the  beads 
pf  the  hill,  but  furtively  IntrodiTced  to  avoid  opposition  :  or  it  is 
more  th^n  probable^  that  they  would  have  instituted  a  coUectioQ 
to  oppose  a  bill,  that  afTccted  every  individual  of  the  body  in  so 
innportant  a  point,  rather  than  a  bill,  which  could  not  hare  a^ 
ff cted  thret-ftcorc  of  theie  body. 
*  3  Journ.  Cora.  p.  5/0. 

f  Primate  BouIter*s  letters  have  disclosed  more  of  the  inter&al 
movements  of  the  cabinet,  than  modrrn  statesmen  would  wish  to- 
discover.  In  his  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  three  dajs  after 
this  ses<;ion  closed  (vol.  I.  p.  242),  he  complauis  of  the  oppositioQ 
of  the  bishop  of  Elphin  (Theophllus  Bolton  promoted  to  the  aee 
of  Cashell  in  1/29)  whose  view  was  to  make  himself  considerable 
enough  to  I:  bought  off.  One  part  of  the  push  he  now  made  was 
to  get  all  the  lay  lords  here  to  confederate  ^<  against  the  bishopSf 
mho  must  always  le  depended  upon  for  doing  the  king's  husiness** 
%  AUiea  Bxoderick  (afterwards  Lord  Viscount  Middleton)^  beixv 
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missionerof  the  customs  in  England.  This  was  op-  17^0. 
posed  by  the  primate.  •*  WTe  are/'  says  he,  **  appre- 
hensive it  may  give  too  much  spirit  to  the  Broderieks 
here,  and  be  made  use  of  by  them  to  engage  others 
to  obstruct  the  Kuig's  business  in  parikunent."  The 
Earl  of  Clanrickarde  had  conformed  to  the  established 
religion  in  the  days  of  Queen  Ann.  He  had  made 
an  applicatioa  to  the  ELing  to  be  restored  to  all,  that 
had  been  forfeited  by  his  ancestors^  who  had  at  all 
times  been  conspicuous  for  their  loyalty  and  attachment 
to  their  sovereign;  and  the  measure  had  been  gra- 
ciously assented  to  by  his  Majesty.  But  the  reversion 
of  so  much  landed  influence  into  the  hands  of  an  Irish 
fiunily,  though  protestant,  was  considered  by  the 
English  interest  in  Ireland  to  contravene  their 
system.  Boulter  procured  an  opposition  in  the  com- 
mons, which  completely  defeated  the  benevolent  in- 
tentions of  the  King.  Yet,  artfully  to  avoid  wounding 
the  feelings  of  the  noble  lord^  by  pointing  at  his  par- 
ticular case,  they  formed  a  resolution  upon  a  broad 
principle,  "  that  the  reversal  of  outlawries  of  persons 
attainted  of  treascMi  for  the  rebellions  of  1 64  L  or  1 688, 
is  greatly  prejudicial  to  the  protestant  interest  in  this 
kingdom,  and  dangerous  to  his  Majesty's  person  and 
the  succession  established  in  his  royal  house.*'  They 
accordingly  voted  an  address  to  his  Majesty,  setting 
forth  the  dangerous  consequences  of  such  misplaced 

a  staaneh  Whig,  was  aj^tnted  soon  after  the  acccftlon,  vi2. 
1st  Oct.  1714,  to  succeed  Sir  Constaotine  Phipps,  the  noted 
Torj  clianoeUor  of  Ireland.   He  held  the  seals  till  the  Jkst  of  Jane» 
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indulgence,  which  had  the  effect  of  withholding  faisi 
Majesty's  benevolence  *. 

A8  the  management  of  the  English  Interest  in  Ire* 
land  had  been  committed  to  Primate  Boulter)  al- 
though Lord  Carteret  continued  lord-lieutenant  till 
the  year  J  731,  yet  the  kingdom  was  entirely  go- 
verned by  his  Grace*  Notwithstanding  the  cathcu 
lies  had  been  additionally  aggrieved  by  new  penal 
laws,  u  hich  gave  the  death-blow  to  theif  civil  exist- 
ence,  his  greatest  difficulty  arose  from  the  protest- 
ants  of  the  north  f.  The  primate,  in  his  private, 
and  therefore  more  sincere  communications  with 
the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  gave  a  most  melancholy 
account  of  the  state  of  the  nation;  complained  of 
American  agents  seducing  the  people  with  prospects 
of  happier  establishments  across  the  Atlantic ;  that 
1^100  had,  in  the  preceding  summer,  been  shipped  off" 
for  the  West-Indies,  voluntarily  encountering  new 
miseries,  to  avoid  the  oppression  they  suffered  at  home. 
'IVie  worst  tvas,  that  it  affected  only  protestants,  and 


* 


*  Theaddrtsii  is  to  be  sern  in  my  Historical  Review,  vti.  I.  2^4$ 
It  displ.iyi  no  very  pure  idea  of  the  \ayd\\y  of  the  addressers  who 
tell  their  sovereign,  that  nothing  can  so  cfiectually  make  tbem 
ready  to  suppoit  and  defend  his  right  and  title  to  the  croW^n,  as 
^  enjoyment  of  the  forfeited  estates  of  thp  papists.  The  address 
imports  mor^  of  uitlmidation  than  attachment.  The  answer  be^ 
apeslks  a  compliance  of  compulsion,  dot  of  inclination. 

+  The  north  was  the  roost  industrious,  maftufettoriug,  and 
opulent  part  of  the  kingdom,  consequently  the  best  suited  to  resist 
or  avoid  the  distress  and  oppression,  which  the  more  wretched  and 
ifnpcveriihed  parts  of  the  kingdom  were  unable  to  avert. 
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reigned  chiefly  in  the  North*.  His  Grace  sent  to  the  1^31. 
lord-lieutenant  the  representation  of  the  gentlemen  of 
the  North,  and  the  opinion  of  their  lawyers,  as  to  what 
could  be  done  by  law  to  hinder  people  from  going 
abroad :  but  that  in  those  matters  he  should  do  no* 
thing  t  without  directions  from  his  Majesty.  Whaterer 
could  be  done  by  law,  it  would  be  dangerous  forcibly  to 
hinder  a  number  of  needy  people  from  quitting  ihem. 
The  distresses  in  the  North  were  productire  of  tumults 
at  Limerick,  Cork,  Waterford,  Clonmel,  and  other 
places  in  the  South,  under  pretence  of  preventing  their 
com  from  going  to  the  North.  The  populace  had 
broken  open  warehouses  and  cellars,  and  set  what 
prici?  they  pleased  on  provisions. 

Many  causes,  besides  scarcity  of  corn,  co-operated  Crierances 
m  producmg  discontents  and  consequent  emigra-  senten. 
tions  from  the  North.  The  dissenting  ministers 
presented  a  memorial  of  several  grievances  of  their 
brethren,  chiefly  relating  to  the  oppression  of  the 
ecclesiastical  courts  about  tithes,  the  whole  of  which 
his  Grace  denied  or  justified  in  a  special  letter  to  the 
Bishop  of  London  %.    They  also  complained  of  th^ 

♦Scot,  vol.1.  261. 

t  It  has  nnfortunatelj  been  too  frequent  a  practice  of  senrants 
of  the  crown  to  push  systems  of  unsound  or  corrupt  policy  to  such 
a  height^  that  they  have  been  unable  to  check  the  evil  conse- 
quences  of  their  own  conduct.  The  responsibility  is  then  shifted 
from  their  own  shoulders  upon  the  king,  whose  personal  inter- 
fissenoe  cannot,  by  our  constitution^  cover  the  responsibility  of  hjf 
muuitcrs. 

I  Vide  the  letter  in  the  Appendix  to  vaj  Historical  Retic^, 
No.  LVI, 
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sacramental  test ;  in  relation  to  which  his  Grace  told 
them,  the  laws  were  the  same  in  England.  The  other 
grievances,  which  they  mentioned  were  the  raising  of 
the  rents  unreasonably,  the  oppression  of  the  justices 
of  the  peace,  senechals,  and  other  officers  in  the  coun- 
try. The  primate  himself  was  sensible  of  much  dis- 
content arising  from  the  debts  of  the  nation  having  been 
very  much  encreased  within  the  last  few  years  *. 

Lord  Carteret  was  succeeded  in  the  lieutenancy  by 
the  Duke  of  Dorset.  They  were  both  men  of  amiable 
private  character.  But  their  governments  were  entire^ 
ly  managed  by  the  primate,  in  order  to  support  an 
English  interest  in  opposition  to  the  native  interest  of 
Ireland.  Under  this  prelate's  management  the  patriots 
acquired  so  much  strength,  as  to  command  a  majority 
in  the  commons  on  a  most  important  question.  During 
the  late  administration  the  court-party  had  moved  in 
the  commons,  that  the  fund,  which  had  been  provide 
ed  for  the  payment  of  the  national  debt  and  interest, 
should  be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  his  heirs,  and  suc- 
cessors for  ever,  redeemable  by  parliament.  The 
patriots  insisted,  that  it  was  unconstitutional  and  in- 
consistent with  the  public  safety  to  grant  it  for  a 
longer  term  than  from  session  to  session.  An  attempt 
was  made  by  the  court-party  to  vest  it  in  the  crown  by 
continuing  the  supplies  for  twenty-one  years;  but 
they  lost  the  question  by  a  single  vote  t* 

•Theprogrcw  of  the  national  debt,  and  of  the  financial  re- 
sources of  Ireland^  may  be  seen  at  large  in  my  Historical  Review, 
vol.  I.  p.  276,  5cc. 

f  This  patriotic  question  was  carried  by  the  vdcc  of  Cotonel 
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The  Duke  of  Dorset,  who  was  naturally  humane,     ^733. 
Was  the  first  lord- lieutenant  for  several  years,  who  in  j^^^^^^f 
addressing  parliament,  did  not  recommend  from  the  SlhSi^raf^' 
throne  to  provide  further  severities  against  the  catho-  *'°'*' 
lies.     He  told  them  *  that  he  should  leave  it  to  their 
consideration,  whether   any  further  laws   might  be 
necessary  to  prevent  the  growth  of  popery.     At  the 
opening  of  the  parliament  in  173^5,  he  called  upon 
them  to  secure  a  t  firm  union  amongst  all  protest- 
antSy  who  have  one  common  interest^  and  the  same 
common  enemy.     This   appears   to  have  been  pre- 
paratory to  a  measure  of  toleration,  in   favour  of 
the  protestant  dissenters,  which  the  Duke  of  Dorset 
had  it  in  his  instructions  to  propose.    Boulter  disap- 
proving of  the  repeal  of  the  test  in  favour  of  the  dis- 
senters, so  exaggerated  the  threatened  oppo^tion  to 
it,  as  to  induce  the  British  minister  to  drop  the  mea- 
sure \.     When  the  Puke  of  Dorset  was  about  to 

Tottenham,  member  for  New  Ross,  who  had  ridden  post  to  towo 
to  be  present  at  the  debate,  and  arrived  immediately  before  the 
house  divided.  The  great  supporter  of  the  patriots  at  this  time  in 
Irdand,  was  Mr.  Henry  Boyle.  Mr.  Conolly,  the  speaker  of  the 
house  of  commons,  died  in  1730.  Sir  Ralph  Gore  succeeded  him : 
but  he  did  not  fill  the  chair  two  years.  Upon  his  death,  in  1732, 
Mr.  Boyle  was  elected  to  the  honourable  situation,  which  he  filled 
with  dignity  and  uprightness  for  many  years.  Sir  Robert  Walpole, 
though  he  ever  looked  upon  Mr.  Boyle  with  an  envious  eye,  yet 
generally  spoke  of  him  in  his  facetious  mannei:,  M  ihe  fing  of 
the  Irish  Commons, 

*  4  ./oura.  Com.  p.  9. 

f  4  Joum.  Com.  pw  70. 

X  That  the  reader  may  judge  of  the  primate's  earnestness  t^ 
f^cond  these  instructions  from  England,  he  is  referred  to  hi? 

H  2 
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1735.  quit  the  government  of  Ireland^  he  paid  an  honouraUe 
testimony  to  its  loyalty  *.  "  I  think  myself  happy/' 
said  he,  ^'  that  on  return  to  his  Majesty's  royal  pre- 
sence,  I  can  justly  represent  his  people  of  Ireland,  as 
most  dutiful,  loyal^  and  affectionate  subjects/' 
AboiiUon  For  two  years  was  the  govertmient  of  Ireland  in 
mntHithc.  the  hands  of  lords-justices  headed  by  Prinute  Boul- 
ter. In  1:7S5,  the  Duke  of  Dorset  returned  as  lord- 
lieutenant.  During,  his  second  viceroyalty  an  event 
happened,  which,  though  seldom  noticed,  has  been 
productive  of  the  largest  portion  of  the  latter  infelicity 
of  freland.  It  furnishes  an  awful  lesson  to  ministers,' 
that  timidity  and  insincerity  are  ever  pregnant  with 
the  worst  of  consequences.  An  English  ascendancy 
in  Ireland  was  the  idol,  to  which  Primate  Boulter 
rendered  the  whole  system  of  his  politics  subservient. 
This  he  did  not  openly  avow  :  but  gave  it  the  more 
specious  denomination  of  protestant  ascendancy :  by 
which  delusion  he  drew  the  greater  part  of  the  dissent- 
ers to  second  him  in  the  one,  who  would  have  opposed 
him  in  the  other.  Every  insincere  or  fiactious  measure 
is  easily  analyzed  into  a  principle  of  self-interest.  The 
majority  of  the  commons  was  disposed  to  depress  the 
catholics :  and  still  more  inclined  to  evade  payment 
of  taxes  to  the  state,  or  tithes  to  the  church.  They 
availed  themselves  of  the  power,  and  passed  reso- 
lutions, formed  upon  the  forced  and  confused  peti- 

Grace*s  account  of  the  transaction  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  on 
the  16th  Dec.  1733,  in  my  Hiitorlcal  Review,  p.  38X 

*  4  Journ.  Coai»  p«  152. 
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dons  of  several  protestant  land-owners,  who  threat-  1736. 
«ned  to  emigrate  to  America,  rather  than  pay  tithe  of 
agistment  for  barren  cattle,  that  *  the  demand  of  tithe 
of  agistment  was  new,  grievous,  and  burthensome  to 
the  landlords  and  tenants;  and  that  the  other  ec- 
clesiastical dues  and  emoluments  without  that  tithe, 
were  an  honourable  and  plentiful  provision  for  the 
clergy  of  that  kingdom.  Upon  these  resolutions^ 
they  eugrafted  a  motion,  which  they  carried  by  a  great 
majority  f,  that  ^^  the  commencing  suits  upon  these 
new  demands  must  impair  the  protestant  interest  by 
driving  many  useful  hands  out  of  this  kingdom ;  must 
disable  those,  that  remain  to  support  his  Majesty's 
establishment ;  and  occasion  popery  and  infidelity  to 
gain  ground  by  the  contest,  that  must  necessarily 
;arise  between  the  laity  and'the  clergy/' 

Boulter,  in  his  communications  with  the  Encrlish  Boulter 
cabinet!  complained  of  this  violent  defalcation  fron^  thciouof 
the  clergy's  profits.     But  he  sacrificed  even  clerical  xaoicr^a^ 
emolument  to  the  vicious  system  of  keeping  up  an  English  in- 
unnatural,  imjust,  and  unwise  ascendancy  of  |:he  fe^ 
over  the  bulk  of  the  nation.    So  far  w^  th^  demaml 
new  or  illegal,  that  between  the  years  1722  and  1735, 
forty-two  suits  had  been  instituted  in  the  Exchequer 
for  ;the  recovery  of  agistment-tithe  j  and  in  each  of 

*  4  Com.  Joura.  219. 
t  Vi«.  110to50.    lb. 

t  Vide  leveral  letten  on  this  8ob)ect  to  the  Bishop  of  London, 
18th  May,  iTtO,  and  lOth  May,  1737^  to  Sir  Robert  Walpole, 
9th  Aug.  1737»  and  «1. 


^ 
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1736.^  them,  that  went  to  a  decree,  the  tithe  was  established* 
The  primate  permitted  this  resolution  of  the  com* 
mons  to  pass  upon  the  country  for  law,  and  thereby 
threw  the  payment  of  the  most  profitable  tithe,  from 
the  richest  land  and  the  most  opulent  occupiers^  upon 
the  most  barren  soil  and  indigent  cottiers.  It  was  in 
the  first  instance  a  discouragement  to  tillage^  and  an 
effectual  check  to  honest  industry  and  labour.  It  has 
ever  since  been  an  unceasing  source  of  distress,  tuh 
bulence,  and  riot  *. 

^  An  identity  of  spirit  in  the  government  of  Ireland,  has  con- 
tinned  this  delusive  principle,  so  pernicious  to  tlie  established 
clergy,  so  indulgent  to  the  class  of  occupiers  the  best  able  to  pay, 
so  oppressive  to  the  part  of  the  commuuity  the  least  able  to  beibr 
the  payment  of  any  tithe,  and  so  dangerous  to  the  state,  trhich 
is  constitutionally  bounden  to  maintain  an  established  clergy. 
It  will  be  a  painful  duty  in  the  sequel  to  trace  several  most  serioas 
evils  to  the  present  pernicious  system  of  tithing,  as  the  events 
shall  chronologically  occur.  It  will  not  however  be  laid  to  the  ac- 
count of  historical  anachronism,  if  a  circumstance  be  now  referred 
to,  which  falls  not  within  the  scope  of  this  history,  in  illustration 
of  what  It  -is  the  duty  of  the  historian  to  retail.  Since  the  union 
in  1801,  which  closes  tlie  period  of  this  history,  frequent  notices 
and  promises  aud  menaces  have  been  made  in  tl)e  imperial  p:)rlia- 
ment  of  motions  to  improve  the  system  of  tithes  in  Irelanc!.  In 
this  session  of  parliament  (I8O9),  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
has  owned,  that  the  diiHculty  of  effectually  improving  the  system 
of  tithing  has  baffled  his  powers,  and  he  must  permit  this 
session  to  pass  like  the  last,  without  any  proposal  to  heal  the 
grievance,  which  he  allows  to  exist.  The  party  of  the  Ascendancy 
(call  it  English,  Protestant,  or  any  thing  but  Iris/i}  has  retained 
from  the  days  of  Boulter  an  influence,  which  candour  must 
dllow  has  not  been  raised  out  pf  Irish  patriotism.  That  party 
having  devoted  itself  to  the  union,  in  the  immediate  contemplation 
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ITie  Duke  of  Dorset  was  succeeded  in  the  Heute-     ^737- 
nancy  by  the  Duke  of  t)evonshire,  whose  administration  Admini- 

t_      «      •  1  •  r  stFEtionof 

was  the  longest  and  most  quiet  of  any*  since  the  ac-  the  Duke 

°  ^  ^  of  Devon. 

shire. 

of  which  measare,  and  under  conviction,  that  the  imperial  pat- 

liament  never  would  convert  the  abused  resolutions  of  the  house 

of  commons  into  the  imchangeable  law  of  the  land,  did  in  the 

year  1800,  byway  of  prevention,  pass  an  act  to  quiet  and  bar  all 

claims  of  tithe-agistment  for  dry  and  barren  cattle,  (40  Geo.  III. 

C.  23.)>  by  which  no  such  claim  was  allowed,  or  permitted  to 

be  prosecuted  in  any  court  civil  or  ecclesiastical,  unless  such 

agitttnent-tithe  had  been   usually  received  within  the  last  ten 

years.    Thus  was  a  real  abuse  of  the  resolutions  of  the  house 

of  commons,  in  1735  made  to  supersede  the  law  of  the  laud, 

which  no  intermediate  lapse  of  time  could  have  extinguished ) 

and  die  church's  right  to  the  agistment-tithe  of  the  first  grazing 

cotmtry  in  the  known  world,  divested  out  of  the  rightful  owners, 

for  DO  other  purpose  than  of  gratifying  a  party,  which  had  long 

occupied  the  power  and  profits  of  the  state,  to  the  oppression  of 

the  country  at  large.     So  lately  as  in  the  Lent  Assizes  for  1808, 

the  grand  jury  of  the  most  protestant  county  in  Ireland  (Armagh) 

considered  the  abuse  of  the  present  system  of  tithing  as  actually 

endangering  the  loyalty  of  the  countr)-.     They  accordingly  came 

to  the  following  resolution. 

"  We,  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  county  of  Armagh,  assembled  at 
Lent  Assizes,  1808,  see  with  much  concern  the  exorbitant  de- 
mands made  by  some  of  the  clergy,  and  their  proctors,  in  certain 
parishes  in  this  county,  in  collecting  of  tithe,  to  the  very  great 
oppression  of  their  parishioners,  and  tending,  at  this  time  in  par- 
ticular, to  detach  the  minds  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  from  their 
loyalty,  and  attachment  to  the  happy  constitution  of  this  country." 

•«  Resolved,  that  our  representatives  be  instructed  to  further 
with  their  decided  support  any  measure,"  that  may  be  brought 
forward  in  the  imperial  parliament  for  modifying  and  placing  in 
•ome  more  equitable  mode  the  payment  of  the  clergy  in  this 
country.** 

H  4 
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J738,  cession  of  the  Hanover  family.  His  Grace  was  wholly 
devoted  to  the  councils  and  influence  of-the  primate, 
who  died  in  that  administration  *•  No  lord-lieatenant^ 
since  the  first  Duke  of  Ormond,  displayed  such  pomp, 
state,  and  luxury,  as  the  Duke  of  Devonshire :  no  one 
ever  applied  so  much  of  his  personal  patrimony  to 
the  gradfication  or  advantage  of  the  Irish  nation:  and 
upon  the  whole,  his  lieutenancy,  without  being  bril- 
liant, had  the  negative  merit  of  not  having  been  turbu; 
lent.  As  persecution  was  agreeable  neither  to  George 
the  Second,  nor  to  his  favourite  minister  Sir  Robert 
Walpole,  the  catholics  of  Ireland  enjoyed  some  few 
years  of  relative  indulgence,  which  was  ill  relished  by 
the  primate  t*  In  his  ideas  it  had  produced  so  much 
insolence  in  that  body,  and  so  general  a  dispositkm 
amongst  protestants  and  papists  to  insult  magistrates 
for  doing  their  duty,  that  they  thought  it  proper,  for 
preserving  the  peace  of  the  country,  to  prosecute  any 
person  indiffereruly^  that  demanded  satisfaction  of  any 
magistrate  for  putting  the  laws  into  execution  X. 

*  4  Journ.  Com.  p.  152. 

f  The  editor  of  Boulter's  Letters  assures  us,  that  such  a  malig- 
nant spirit  had  been  raised  about  this  period  by  Dean  Swift  and  the 
Irish  bankers,  that  it  was  thought  proper  to  lodge  at  the  primate's 
house  an  extraordinary  guard  of  soldiers  :  and,  by  a  singular  com- 
bination of  heterogeneous  interests,  the  primate  attributed  an  op- 
position to  the  English  cabinet  in  Ireland  to  the  art  of  the  Deao> 
the  management  of  t^e  bankers,  and  the  whole  popish  party 
there. 

X  Letter  to  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  vol.  11.  p.  227-  What  idea 
is  to  be  formed  of  the  govcrijment  of  that  country,  in  which  the 
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Tlie  cries  against  popery  at  this  time  arose  prin-  ^7^9. 
ppally  from  self-interest.  Lord  Clancarty  had  ob-  Varianoeof 
gained  the  consent  of  the  British  cabinet,  that  a  bill  aii4  irUh 
should  be  brought  into  the  Irish  parliament  to  reverse 
bis  attainder  for  having  adhered  to  King  James  in 
168S.  His  forfeited  estates  were,  according  to  Pri- 
mate Boulter,  then  of  the  annual  value  of  60,000/. 
The  report  of  that  measure,  and  reflection  upon  the 
consequences  of  such  a  precedent  threw  the  protest- 
ant  landholders  into  the  greatest  alarm  and  fermenta- 
tion *•  It  sharpened  the  edge  of  the  law,  and  in- 
creased the  acrimony  of  the  Irish  government  against 
the  catl\olics,  notwithstanding  their  unshaken  loyalty 
and  exemplary  conduct.  This  appears  from  the  re- 
sojbutions  of  the  commons  at  the  end  of  the  year 
1739t ;  which  were  stronger  than  those  aflfecting  Lord 
Clanrickarde:  an  evident  proof,  that  there  was  a 
powerful  interest  in  Ireland  not  in  unison  with  the 
Bri^sfa  cabinet.  The  former  prevailed  on  this  occasion 
as  on  m^ny  others,  and  the  attainder  of  Lord  Clan- 
carty was  not  reversed  J. 

fint  minister  of  national  Justice  makes  a  desperate  and  forced 
threat  of  administering  it  indifferently  /or  the  peace  of  ike  coun» 

*  2  Boulter,  p.  152. 

f  1  Joum.  Com*  p.  336.  These  reioliitions  are  given  in  my 
Historical  Review^  vol.  I.  288. 

^  This  nobleman  sensibly  resented  the  ifretdncion  of  the  Eng- 
lish ministiy  in  not  carrying  into  effect  their  promises  and  engjBge- 
ments  for  passing  this  measure.  On  this  aooount  M*Allister 
§tlJ^,  (Let.  p.  I5)f  ''  Lord  Clancarty  considering  himaelf  ill  used 
by  the  mUiiitry  of  EogUnd,  readily  attended  the  summons  of 
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k1^  The  personal  feelings  of  the  Sovereign,  the  polificat 
i^^favouTof  ^'^^^vs  of  the  English  ministry,  and  the  humane  dis- 
lics.^Thdr  poi^^tion  of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  produced  some 
wu*y.^"  relaxation  in  the  execution  of  the  laws  against  the  ca- 
tholics. The  British  government,  in  defiance  of  those 
very  laws,  condescended  to  recruit  both  the  army  and 
navy  in  Ireland,  though  with  more  secrecy,  than  the 
recruiting  service  for  the  old  Pretender  had  been 
carried  on  in  the  last  years  of  Queen  Ann.  In  the 
year  1 745,  under  the  administration  of  Mr.  Pelham, 
who  had  succeeded  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  the  British 
government  was  greatly  embarrassed  by  the  loss  of  the 
noted  battle  of  Fontenoy,  and  the  simultaneous  land- 
ing of  the  young  chevalier  in  the  North  of  Scotland. 
There  then  existed  a  corps  of  British  Jacobites,  con- 
sisting of  seven  regiments  of  Irish,  and  two  of  Scots*, 
in  the  pay  of  the  French  monarch,  who  considered 
themselves  as  auxiliary  troops  of  James  Stuart,  whom 
they  acknowledged  as  the  rightful  monarch  of  these 
realms.  Although  frequent  intercourse  must  have 
subsisted  between  those,  who  served  the  exiled  prince 

the  old  chevalier  to  prepare  for  the  intended  invasion  of  Greflt 
Britain  in  1 745.  He  sought  any  occasion  for  procuring  to  hinaself 
the  prospect  of  possessing  that  great  fortune,  and  would  have  joined 
the  Grand  Turk  or  Cham  of  Tartary  to  obtain  ii." 

*  The  six  Irish  regiments  of  foot,  were  Dillon,  Clar0,  Berwick, 
Eoscommon,  Lolly,  Bulkely  -,  and  Filzjames's  horse :  the  Soots, 
were  the  Royal  Scots  horse,  and  Ogilvie*s  foot.  Three  of  these 
regiments  were  At  the  battle  of  Fontenoy,  and  claimed  the  merit 
of  turning  the  fortune  of  ihat  day  in  favour  of  the  French :  on  which 
occasion,  (reorge  the  Second  is  reported  to  have  said,  with  uniiBoal 
emotion,  cursed  he  the  laws,  which  rleprive  me  of  such  subjects. 


•H 
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at  St.  Germain's  or  in  this  brigade,  and  their  relatives     ^7^^- 
in  Ireland,  yet  so  pure  was  the  loyalty  of  the  great 
body  of  Irish  in  this  moment  of  trial,  that  not  even  a 
suspicion  of  their  rising  in  the  cause  of  the  Pretender 
was  harboured  or  aQted  upon. 

Fortunately  for  Ireland,  the  Earl  of  Chesterfield  *  was  Eari  of 
appointed  to  the  lieutenancy  in  this  critical  moment.  No-  appointed 
thing  could  exceed  the  coolness,  moderation,  and  wis-  ntnt. 
dom  of  his  conduct  on  this  tfying  occasionf.  He  had  for- 

*  Before  this  pnident  governor  bad  assumed  the  reins  of  the 
Irish  governmenty  the  usoai  means  of  alarming  and  irritating  the 
public  mind  from  the  senate,  bench,  and  pulpit  had  been  so  ef- 
fectually pursued,  that  upon  the  report  of  Marshal  Saxe's  inten- 
tion to  make  a  descent  upon  England,  a  serious  proposal  had  been 
made  in  council,  that  as  the  papists  had  begun  tne  massacre  on 
the  protestants  in  l641,  it  was  but  just  and  reasonable  in  that 
critical  juncture  to  retaliate  in  like  manner  upon  the  papists.  Al- 
though this  barbarous  proposal  were  indignantly  rejected  by  that 
honourable  assembly,  to  which  it  was  proposed,  yet  was  it  the  en* 
thusiastic  conviction  of  some  of  the  lower  orders  of  the  protestaht 
inhabitants  of  fiUrgan,  that  such  a  horrid  conspiracy  iiras  actually 
eotered  into :  although  it  were  by  providential  accident  pirevented 
from  the  discovery  of  a  respectable  merchant  of  Dublin^  who  hap- 
pened to  be  there  upon  his  commercial  concerns. 

f  Every  act  of  this  excellent  governor  diifered  from  those  of 
all  his  predecessors,  and  unfortunately  too  of  most  of  his  succes* 
sors.  Before  he  left  England,  he  chose  for  principal  secretary,  Mr. 
Lyddel,  who  was,  as  he  says  in  a  letter  to  his  son,  a  very  genteel 
pretty  young  fellaw,  but  ltd/  a  man  of  bunnest :  which  circnm- 
stanoe  determined  his  choice.  His  lordship  tM  him,  "  Sir,  -  you 
will  receive  the  emoluments  of  your  place,  bat  I  will  do  the  ba* 
lioess  myself>  being  determined  to  have  no  first  minister.*'  His 
owed  his  appointment,  not  to  court  favour^  (George  the 
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1745.^  tunately  been  entrusted  with  a  plenitude  of  discretipn : 
and  the  gratitude  of  the  Irish  for  the  judicious  axul 
prudent  use  of  his  extraordinary  powers^  has  not  eveo 
to  this  day  been  effaced  from  the  lowest  of  their  pea- 
santry. Gratitude  has  ever  a  sgrong  hold  upon  the 
Jrish  nation.  It  required  indeed  the  eminent  eagadty 
and  address  of  that  nobleman,  to  baffle  the  efibrts  and 
importunities  of  the  violent  party  in  Ireland^  wid) 
which  they  daily  assailed  the  castle,  and  demanded 
rigour  and  severity  against  the  catholics,  as  the  just 
tribute  to  the  protestant  interest,  and  the  only  me^ni 
of  supporting  the  establishment.  By  the  temperate 
wisdom  of  this  government  during  the  rebellion  in 
Great  Britain  ^,  not  a  single  Irish  Catholic,  lay  or 
clerical,  was  engaged,  or  even  accused  of  being  en- 
gaged, in  that  cause  f  • 

Second  dUliked  him  much)  but  to  state  necessity.     He  had  ei« 
perience^  sense,  and  principle,  and  he  acted  op  to  them. 

*  The  Pretender  landed  in  the  summer  of  I74d>  on  one  of  tk 
Hebrides,  and  on  the  19th  of  August,  the  Marquis  of  TViHi* 
bardine  erected  his  standard  at  Olensinnan :  on  the  l6tk  day  of 
April,  1746,  the  battle  of  Culloden  was  won  by  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland,  which  properly  put  an  end  to  that  rebellion* 

t  This  fact  is  fully  proved  by  Dr.  Curry,  ^/.  //.  ^  25l,  Dd. 
Ed.  179a.)  ''  In  the  year  1762,  upon  a  debate  in  the  house  of 
lords  about  the  expediency  of  raising  five  legimenlt  of  thoe 
catholics,  for  the  service  of  the  King  of  Porti^,  Doctor  Stone 
(then  primate),  in  an  answer  to  some  commoo-plaoe  objedioni 
against  the  good  faith  and  loyalty  of  these  people,  which  weve  fe» 
▼ived  with  virulence  on  that  occasion,  declared  poblidy  m  the 
house  of  lords,  that  in  the  year  1747j  after  that  "»b41iiT  wti 
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When  Lord  Chesterfield  met  the  parliament  on  the     1746. 


8th  of  October,  his  speech  to  them  bespoke  the  wis- 
dom  of  his  conduct :  he  addressed  himself  to  a  feeling  terfidd 

meets  the 

people,  with  the  authority  of  a  ruler,  and  with  the  af-  ptrUainear. 
of  a  father. 


*  On  the  same  day,  both  lords  and  commons  re^  Addiot  of 
solved  on  an  address  of  thanks  to  his  Majesty,  for  the  thnme. 
facing  over  them,  at  that  criticlil  juncture^  a  governor 

of  such  eminent  abilities  and  distinguished  merit. 

The  earl  of  Chesterfield,  confiding  in  the  steady  Prudent 
byalty  of  the  Irish  people,  instead  of  increasing,  as  conduct  of 

urfieMv 

eotsrdy  suppressed,  happetiing  to  be  id  England,  be  bad  an  op- 
portUDity  of  perusing  all  tbe  papers  of  tbe  rebels  and  tbeir  cor- 
respondentf^  whicb  were  seized  in  tbe  custody  of  Murray,  tbe 
Pretender's  secretary;  and  tbat  after  having  spent  mucb  time, 
and  taken  great  puns  in  examining  them  (not  without  some  share 
of  the  then  common  suspicion,  tbat  there  might  be  some  private 
anderetanding  and  intercourse  between  them  and  tihe  Irish  catho- 
lics) he  could  not  discover  tbe  least  trace,  bint,  or  intimation  of 
such  intercourse  or  correspondence  in  them,  or  of  any  of  tbe  let- 
ten  £rrouring,  or  abetting,  or  having  been  so  mucb  as  made  ac- 
qoainttd  with  the  designs  or  proceediogt  of  these  rebels;  and 
what  he  said  be  wcmdered  at  most  of  all  was,  tbat  in  all  his  re- 
seaich#s>  he  bad  not  met  with  any  passage  in  any  of  these  papers, 
fiom  whicb  he  could  infer,  tbat  either  their  holy  father  tbe  pope, 
or  any  of  his  cardinals,  bishops,  or  other  dignitaries  of  that  cburcb, 
or  any  af  the  Irish  clergy,  had,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  encou- 
raged^  aided^  or  approved  of  tbe  commencing  or  carrying  on  of 
that  rebellion.**  Tbe  like  honourable  testimony  of  Irish  loyalty 
on  this  occasion  appears  in  tbe  charge  given  to  the  grand  juries  of 
the  city  and  county  of  Doblin,  by  tbe  Lord  Chief  Justice  Marlay, 
for  which  see  my  Hist.  Review,  vol.  I.  p.  294. 

*  3  Lords'  Joum.  p'  591. 
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^746.  he  was  importunately  advised,  the  army  by  4O00mea, 
sent  four  battalions  to  the  assistance  of  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland,  and  encouraged  volunteer  associations 
to  form  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom  for  the  de- 
fence of  their  country.  These  battalions  he  replaced 
by  additional  companies  to  the  regiments  already 
on  the  establishment,  without  increasing  the  expen- 
diture of  the  nation,  the  influence  of  the  crown,  or 
his  own  patronage  or  emolument.  The  supply  asked 
for  was  small :  it  was  raised  with  ease,  and  expended 
with  economy :  a  considerable  saving  out  of  it  was 
applied  to  the  improvement  of  the  harbour  of  Corkt 
He  rested  the  support  of  his  measures  upon  their 
rectitude,  and  chastely  abstained  from  gaining  frie949 
by  the  customary  modes  of  reversionary  grants*  ife 
opened  to  the  catholics  their  places  of  worship,  rer 
leased  their  priests  out  of  prison,  and  allowed  them 
the  undisturbed  exercise  of  their  religious  dudes. 
This  great  statesman  well  knew,  that  the  Irish  above 
all  other  people,  were  to  be  gained  and  secured  by 
confidence,  kindness,  and  liberality.  Thus  protestanfi^ 
and  catholics,  whigs  and  tories,  courtiers  and  pa^ 
triots,  convinced  of  the  rectitude  of  his  measures, 
united  in  contributing  to  render  his  government  agree* 
able  and  efHcient.  Neither  in  nor  put  of  parliament 
was  a  single  measure  of  this  excellent  governor  op* 
posed  or  disrelished. 
Addressed  The  lords  and  commons,  in  several  addresses  to 
and  com.  the  lord-Hcutenant,  expressed  their  sense  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's favour  and  goodness  towards  Ireland  in  sparing 
from  his  councils  in  Great  Britain  a  person  of  his 


The  Reign  of  George  II.  1 1  f 

cellency's  known  and  tried  abilities  for  the  good  ^746. 
d  advantage  of  their  nation.  The  commons  were 
yre  tardy  in  expressing  their  seiitiments  to  the  vice- 
^y  though  their  address,  which  was  made  on  the 
\i  of  April,  1740,  were  more  pointed,  as  being 
inded  in  the  happy  experience,  and  not  in  the  an- 
ipated  confidence  of  his  administration.  The  Earl 
Chesterfield  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  all  his 
lempts  to  serve  the  kingdom  he  was  sent  to  govern, 
)iiited  by  the  most  peaceful  demeanour  and  enthu- 
stic  gratitude  of  the  Irish  nation.  He  was  univer* 
\j  admired  on  his  arrival,  beloved  during  his  stay, 
d  regretted  upon  h]3  departure.  To  perpetuate  his 
tues  and  the  gratitude  of  the  nation,  his  bust  was 
iced  in  the  castle  of  Dublin  at  the  public  expense. 
The  short  administration  of  the  earl  of  Chesterfield  Refieciion& 
mishes  reflections  highly  important  to  the  welfare  of  short  dure . 
*  Irish  nation.  It  was  a  practical  demonstration  of  Chester-  ^ 
» utility  of  a  system  of  liberality,  not  only  to  Ireland,  minisii.' 
t  to  the  whole  British  empire.  It  was  conclusive 
idence,  that  Great  Britain  well  knew  how  at  any 
le  to  ensure  the  happiness  of  her  sister  kingdom, 
Dugh  unwilling  at  most  times  to  promote  ir.  Fear 
ove  Great  Britain  to  do  justice  to  Ireland  for  some 
snths  of  danger.  So  thriftily  did  Great  Britain  deal 
t  this  transient  justice  to  Ireland^  that  she  appeared 
count  reluctantly  the  hours  of  its  enjoyment.  On 
I  1 9th  of  August,  1 745,  the  standard  of  rebellion 
18  formally  erected  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland :  a 
urier  was  dispatched  to  hasten  the  return  of  the 
Dgy  who  was  then  in  Hanover :  be  arrived  in  Loa« 
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iM6.  don  before  the  end  of  August:  on  the  SIst  day  of 
August,  the  Earl  of  Chesterfield  was  appointed  lord* 
lieutenant  and  chief  governor  of  Ireland.  On  the 
I  Bth  of  April,  1 746,  the  defeat  of  the  Pretender  at 
Culloden  by  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  put  an  end  to 
the  rebellion ;  on  the  ninth  day  after  that  event,  Ire^ 
land  was  deprived  of  her  favourite  viceroy;  for  on 
the  2Sth  of  April,  1746,  Primate  Hoadley,  Lord- 
chancellor  Newport,  and  Mr.  Boyle,  the  speaker  of 
the  house  of  commons,  were  appointed  lords-justices, 
and  vainly  did  Ireland  sigh  for  the  return  of  her  shoft- 
lived  felicity.  Great  Britain  was  out  of  danger ;  and 
Ireland  could  securely  be  put  again  under  its  former 
regime..  In  order  effectually  to  cut  off*  all  hopes  of 
the  return  of  Lord  Chesterfield  to  Ireland,  on  the 
13th  of  September  the  Earl  of  Harrington  was  ap- 
pointed the  new  lord-lieutenant. 
EiriofHai-       This  is  the  period  of  Irish  history,  at  which  Mr. 

Hngtonlord-  *^  i.     «      ti  i.    •      t     i 

lieuteoant.  Burke  observed*,  ^^  the  Kngitw  m  Ireland  began  to 
be  domiciliated,  and  to  recollect,  that  they  had  a  coun- 
try." 1  he  English  interest  at  first  by  faint  and  almmt 
insensible  degrees,  but  at  length  openly  and  avow* 
edly,  became  an  independent  Irish  interest,  full  U 
independent,  as  it  could  ever  have  been,  if  it  had  mb^ 
tinued  in  the  persons  of  the  Mtive  Irish.  The  new 
lord-lieutenant,  vrhfM  ht  roeC  the  parliament  in  Octo* 
ber,  1747»  particularly  complimented  them  on  hisMfU 
jesty's  continuance  of  his  paternal  regard  and  afiectkn 
to  a  dutiful  and  loyal  people ;  and  recommeoded  S 

•  Letter  ta  Ling,  p*  45. 
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continuance  of  the  same  good  conduct  and  vigilance,     ^74?. 
which,  under  God,  had  prevented  the  communication 
of  so  dangerous  an  infection  (i.  e«  the  Scotch  rebellion) 
to  that  kingdom; 

The  agitation  of  a  political  question  about  this  time  The  patriot. 
brought  into  notice  Mr.  Lucas,  a  medical  gentleman,  Lucas. 
from  Cork,  who,  on  a  vacancy  in  the  representation  of 
the  city  of  Dublin,  proposed  himself  on  the  patriotic  in« 
terest.  He  had  for  some  time  attacked  the  abuses,  by 
which  the  commons  had  been  deprived  of  the  power  of 
chusing  the  city  magistrates,  and  that  power  had  been 
placed  in  the  board  of  aldermen,  subject  to  the  appro* 
bation  of  the  lord-lieutenant.  This  question  raised  a 
flaming  contest  for  civil  liberty  between  the  patriots  and 
government*.  Mr.  James  Digges  Latouche,  who  had 
formerly  been  an  intimate  friend  of  Mr.  Lucas,  and 
strongly  united  with  him  in  polidcal  principles,  on  this 
occasion  abandoned  them,  and  proposed  himself  as  a 
candidate  for  the  city  of  Dublin,  in  opposition  to 
Mr.  Lucas,  then  the  popular  idol  of  such  of  the  na- 
don^  as  took  the  liveliest  concern  in  the  politics  of  the 
day.  The  firmness  and  perspicuity  of  his  speeches  to 
the  different  corporations,  his  political  publications,  the 
popularity  of  his  subject,  and  (perhaps)  the  justice  of 
his  arguments,  alarmed  the  Irish  government,  which 
had  been  little  used  to  such  opposauon.  They  deter- 
mined to  crush  him  by  the  hand  of  power.  Certain 
passages  were  collected  from  his  writings,  and  made 

*  The  particulars  of  the  flereral  pnbltcations  and  nature  of  Chit 
civii  diicofd  maf  be  teen  in  my  Hittorical  Review,  voL  I.  p.  90i» 

VOL.  II.  I 
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l^^  the  foundation  of  a  charge  brought  against  him  before 
parliament.  The  rights  of  the  commons,  which  with 
particular  attention  he  had  laboured  to  vindicate  and 
ascertain,  had  been  one  of  the  subjects  of  his  free  dis- 
cussion. Instead  of  protecting  him  in  re^x^ard  of  this 
service,  so  essential  to  Ireland,  the  majority  of  that 
house  listened  to  the  charge,  voted  him  an  enemy  to 
his  country,  and  addressed  the  lord-lieutenant  to  order 
him  to  be  prosecuted  by  his  Majesty's  attoroey-gene- 
ral*.  The  favour  of  the  public  was  not  sufficient  to 
defend  him  against  the  hand  of  power.  To  avcnd 
the  storm,  Mr.  Lucas  fled  from  Ireland.  After  he 
had  spent  some  time  in  banishment,  the  turn  of  fbr« 
tune  placed  him  once  more  in  an  honourable  situatioiu 
l^he  exertions  of  his  friends  rose  superior  to  the  infiu* 
ence,  by  which  he  had  been  oppressed.  Upon  a  new 
vacancy^  he  returned  to  Dublin,  and  was  elected  one 
of  the  representatives  of  that  city  in  parliament.  The 
purest  patriotism  and  the  firmest  and  most  disinter- 
ested exertions  in  behalf  of  the  constitution,  invariably 
distinguished  his  conduct  in  and  out  of  parliament  t9 
the  day  of  his  death . 
rrimiftft  The  spirit  of  civil  freedom  had  now  become  so 

tnutedwidi  prevalent  in  Ireland,  that  the  English  interest  could 
meoTof ^  no  longer  be  carried  on  with  that  systematic  facility, 
tmtlokel  with  which  it  had  been  managed  by  Primate  Boultor. 

liod. 

*  Mr.  LQca»*f  writings  or  axgomeDts  are  collected  in  two 
dotely  printed  volumes  io  octavo.  A  very  explicit  and  caodid 
profession  of  his  political  faith,  is  comprised  in  his  Address  to  the 
Earl  of  Hsrrington,  on  the  3d  of  October,  \74g,  which  is  to  be 
seen  in  the  Appendix,  No.  LVII.  to  my  Historical  Review. 
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Upon  the  death  of  Primate  Hoidley*,  m  1747,  the  i747* 
person,  to  whom  this  interest  was  conmiitted  was 
George  Stone,  then  Bishop  of  Deny*  He  had  ingra- 
tiated  himself  with  the  castle  by  a  most  iBealous  oppos 
sition  to  the  Irish  interest.  Immediately  upon  bis 
translation  to  the  sec  of  Armagh,  be  was  put  at  the 
bead  of  the  commission,  with  the  chancellor  and 
speaker  as  lords-justices.  This  prelate  was  a  man  ot 
talent,  of  a  lofty  and  arrogant  disposition)  resolute 
and  determined  i  a  thorough-paced  courtier  ^  and  too 
determinately  devoted  to  politics  to  be  attentive  to  bis 
pastoral  duties  f.     At  the  head  of  those,  who  opposed 

«  He  tacceeded  Boulter  in  1^41  • 

f  Primate  Stone  was  lavish  of  £ivoan  to  his  creatares,  and  ha4 
therefore  many  supporters :  he  ^at  too  haughtj  and  dictatorial  not 
to  have  roany  enemies.  His  grandfather  bad  beeh  gaoler  at  Win«< 
Chester :  his  perquisites  in  that  sittiatioii  had  enabled  his  son  (the 
primate's  father)  to  become  a  banker :  ht  was  a  nonjuror^  and 
'his  chief  customers  were  the  Jacobites.  He  was  id  the  flower  of 
joath  when  promoted  to  the  primacy  j  to  which  none  before  him 
bad  been  raised  till  on  the  decline  of  life*  His  person  was  on* 
commonly  hsndsotne ;  whence  he  was  called  ike  leauiy  of  HoU^ 
nets*  He  was  inordinate  in  his  ambition^  intemperate  in  hit 
passions^  and  inexorable  in  his  resentments.  Like  his  predecessor 
Booiter,  he  was  invested  with  the  arduous  diarfe  of  marshalling 
the  English  inttresi,  or,  according  to  the  more  specious  phra8e>  of 
dotMg  ike  King's  (in  fact  the  minnter's)  business.  Hil  entertain* 
ments  had  all  the  attractions  of  the  most  voluptuous  refinedient. 
His  courtesy^  afiabUity,  and  hospitality  gained  him  many  abators, 
and  hb  eflbrU  to  gain  proselytes  in  parliament  were  indefatigabteri 
Tet  this  number  of  bis  enemies  is  a  strong  presumption^  that  the 
cfaaiges  agunst  him  were  not  altogether  groundless.  For  the  h#« 
DOor  of  the  prehcy,  we  forbear  lo  rauul  his  enemies'  aoooanl  ef 
Uscondnct 
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1748.     him  was  his  colleague  in  the  commission  Mr.-  Boyle^ 

the  speaker  of  the  house  of  commons.     The  late  lord 

Clare  has  left  us  a  £uthful  portrait  of  this  prelate's 

administration. 

Lordcurei      •  «  After  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chappelle,  the  trade 

tion  of  Pri-  of  this  country  had  so  increased,  that  the  hereditary 

nuteStone's  '  .  . 

•dministjra-  reveuuc  was  amply  sufficient  for  every  pubhc  service^ 
and  a  considerable  surplus  remained  in  the  exchequer, 
after  defraying  every  charge  upon  it ;  so  that  in  effiect 
the  crown  was  little,  if  at  all  dependent  on  parliament 
for  support :  and  it  is  difficult  to  say  how  long  this  oli- 
garchy might  have  kept  its  ground,  if  the  intrigues  of 
the  ambitious  ecclesiastic,  then  at  the  head  of  the  Irish 
church,  had  not  laid  the  foundation  of  party  heat  and 
animosities,  which  have  long  disturbed  and  degraded 
our  parliamentary  proceedings.  The  great  trial  of 
strength  between  the  primate  and  the  then  speaks  of 
the  house  of  commons  was  made  in  1753,  when  a  bill 
was  proposed  for  applying  the  surplus  then  in  the  ex- 
chequer to  pay  a  public  debt,  which  had  been  some 
time  before  contracted.  The  courtiers  of  that  day, 
i^anged  under  the  ecclesiastical  banner,  contended  that 
this  surplus  belonged  to  the  crown ;  and,  therefore, 
that  the  King's  previous  assent  to  its  application  ought 
to  be  signified  before  the  commons  *  could   appro- 

♦  Speech,  oii  the  lOth  cf  Febniary,  1800,  p.  37.  Lord  Claie 
wai  iovested  with  a  oommission  to  manage  the  Englithp  or  pro^ 
teatant,  or  castle  infloence  in  Ireland,  not  unlike  to  thatof  pnmato 
Stone.  And  posterity  will  probably  hold  forth  the  eooductof. 
that  imperioua  chancellor  and  stateimanj  much  aa  the  chaaceUor 
has  repraented  the  primate'a^ 
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priate  it.  The  patriots,  ranged  under  the  speaker's  i748. 
banner,  insisted  that  no  such  assent  was  necessary, 
and  beat  their  political  adversaries  by  a  small  majority. 
Heads  of  a  bill  for  the  appropriadqn  passed  the  com- 
mons without  taking  notice  of -the  King's  previous  as- 
sent  to  it.  They  were  rejected  by  the  crown,  and  the 
surplus  was  applied  by  the  royal  authority,  without  the 
intervendon  of  parliament.  But  the  commons  took 
eflfectual  care,  that  the  question  should  not  occur  a 
second  dme,  by  appropriating  every  future  surplus  to 
their  private  use,  under  the  specious  pretence  of  local 
public  improvements.  Wind-mills  and  water-mills, 
and  canals,  and  bridges,  and  spinning  jennies,  were 
provided,  ^t  the  public  expense ;  and  the  parliamen- 
tary patrons  of  these  great  national  objects  were  eup 
trusted  with  full  discretionary  powers  over  the  money 
granted  to  complete  them.  From  this  system  of  local 
improvement,  a  double  advantage  arose  to  the  Irish 
aristocracy:  it  kept  their  followers  steady  in  the  ranks, 
and  by  reducing  the  crown  to  the  necessity  of  calling 
for  the  supplies,  made  the  political  services  of  the 
leaders  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  King's  govern- 
ment.  But  the  precedent  was  £ttal,  and  a  system  has 
ipradually  been  built  upon  it,  which  would  beat  down 
die  most  powerful  nation  of  the  earth." 

It  had  been  the  ipyari^ble  usage,  as  it  was  the  duty  ^^^^^ 
of  the  commons,  since  the  revolution,  to  superintend  in«h  com- 
the  expenditure  of  the  annual  supplies,  and  to  dispose  English  ca- 

■  *  a  ^  binet,  as  to 

of  the  surplus  without  the  consent  of  the  sovereign :  the  appro- 
accordingly  in  the  year  1 749  they  prepared  a  bill  with  lurpiui. 

I  3 
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^f^  a  preamble,  recommending,  without  any  reference  lo 
the  royiad  consent,  *•  that  the  unapplied  residue  on  the 
S5th  of  March  should  be  paid  in  discharge  of  part  of 
the  national  debt."  This  assumption  of  right  in  the 
commons  to  apply  the  unappropriated  surplus  without 
the  previous  consent  of  the  crown,  gave  great  offence 
to  the  British  cabinet,  which  instructed  the  Duke  of 
Dorset,  who  had  returned  lord- lieutenant,  to  assure 
the  parliament*,  that  he  was  commanded  by  the  King 
to  acquaint  them,  that  his  Majesty,  ever  attentive  to 
the  ease  and  happiness  of  his  subjects,  would  gra* 
ciouslf  consent  to  and  recommend  such  appropriation. 
This  declaration  alarmed  the  commons,  as  an  attempt 
upon  their  privileges.  In  their  address  of  thanks, 
which  is  usually  but  an  echo  of  the  King's  speech,  they 
Studiously  omitted  to  notice  the  consent  of  the  crown  i 
as  they  also  did  in  the  preamble  of  the  bill  for  appro- 
priating 1S0,000/.  surplus  in  discharge  of  the  national 
debt.  This  omission  was  resented  by  the  English  mi- 
nistry, as  a  direct  attack  upon  the  prerogative.  The 
bill  was  sent  back  amended  by  the  insertion  of  his 
Majesty's  consent,  as  well  as 'his  recommendation. 
They  then  passed  it  even  without  debate. 
MeviVt  The  patriots  in  the  Commons  grew  daily   more 

the  houi^    tcnaaous  of  their  duty,  and  had  been  for  some  time 
flioiii.ii^ii(;  engaged  in  investigating  the  embezzlement  of  public 
§ji|tfoq.^  money  by  Mr.  Nevil,  one  of  their  own  house,  sur- 
veyor  and  engineer  general^  who  was  found  guilty  of 

-     ♦  5  Jeam.  Cora.  p.  91. 
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the  grossest  peculation^  embezzlement,  and  fraud  in  I75i. 
his  management  of  and  contracts  for  the  barracks*. 
Such  abuses  had  been  long  complained  of ;  but  till 
the  patriots  had  acquired  sufficient  strength  to  raise 
an  effectual  opposition  to  the  Anglo- Irish  government, 
all  addresses,  remonstrances,  and  efforts  for  redress 
had  but  aggravated  the  evil,  whilst  the  state  delin« 
quents  were  shielded  by  that  factitious  majority,  which 
it  was  the  boasted  policy  of  those  times  to  support, 
under  the  appellation  of  an  English  interest.  Having 
succeeded  in  convicting  Mr.  Nevil  to  the  extent  of 
their  charge t,  they  reserved  themselves  to  make  fresh 
head  against  this  encroachment  of  the  crown  upon 
their  own  privileges  and  right  of  raising  and  applying 
the  surplus  of  the  national  revenue. 

The  Duke  of  Dorset  was  sent  a  second  time  to  Duke  of 
assume  the  government  of  Ireland,    in  expectation,  cond^cmc. 
that  the  popularity  he  had  gained  in  his  first  admini*  "*"^^' 
stration,  would  enable  him  to  stem  the  progress  of 
patriotism,  which  more  perhaps  from  the  popularity 
of  Lucas^  and  the  disgrace  of  Nevil,  than  from  its 
intrinsic  powers  had  become  highly  abrming  to  the 
English  cabinet.     That  nobleman  was  remarkable  for 
his  suavity  of  manners ;  when  formerly  governor,  he 
had  not  a  personal  enemy,  and  was  really  friendly  to 
the  welfare  of  Ireland.     Upon  his  second  arrival,  he 

*  For  the  different  reports  and  resolutionfi  against  him,  vide  5 
Com.  Journ.  passim. 

f  Mr.  Nevil  wm  afterwards  expelled  the  house,  and  his  name 
ordered  to  be  expunged  out  of  the  list.   5  Joom.  Com.  p^  165. 
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17^2.  was  received  ^vith  the  joy  and  gratitude  of  at  natioiii 
^^^^'^^  which  had  long  regretted  his  absence.  The  change 
of  the  public  disposition  towards  his  grace  was  as 
sudden,  as  his  devotion  to  the  English  interest  was 
determined.  Primate  Stone,  at  whose  nod  the  whole 
Irish  government  moved,  was  execrated  by  the  coun- 
try at  large  ;  Lord  George  SackviUe,  the  lord- lieu- 
tenant's son  and  secretary,  gave  general  offence  to 
the  nation  by  the  loftiness  of  his  carriage :  he  was 
disdainful  and  impetuous  :  and  though  eloquent,  was 
often  petulant  and  generally  sarcastic  in  his  language. 
The  patriots  complained  loudly,  that  under  these 
two,  namely,  an  English  Archbishop,  (no  very  staunch 
model  of  morality  or  virtue}  and  a  young  supercilious 
boy,  giddy  and  intoxicated  with  power,  the  Irish 
nation  was  governed  without  control.  The  duke  was 
considered  as  the  mere  passive  tool  of  governmenr« 
Though  he  had  no  enemies  to  his  person,  he  found  a 
host  against  his  government. 
Triumph  of  Again  was  the  contest  about  the  right  of  appropri<r 
over  the  go-  ating  the  surplus  of  the  revenue  revived,    and  the 

▼eminent 

and  lis  ar-  former  expenments  resorted  to.     The  bill  containioir 

'Stance.         i_  J  r  ¥-< 

the  amendments  from  England^  which  imported  the 
Royal  consent,  went  to  the  votes  *,  and  was  rejected 

*  The  violent  proceedings^  which  followed  this  rejectioQ  of  the 
bill,  threw  the  nation  into  a  flame.  The  degraded  members  of  the 
patriots  exalted  by  tht  ir  disgrace,  became  the  idols  of  the  people, 
and  were  worshipped  as  martyrs  for  the  liberties  of  their  country.  In 
this  temper  it  was  hazardous  to  suffer  the  commons,  who  had  been 
adjourned  for  a  few  days,  to  noeet.  The  parliament  wat  suddenly 
prorogued,  and  leveral  bills  equally  neceauxy  to  the  crown  as  to  tb» 
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by  a  majority  of  five  voices.  The  success  of  their  ^7 S3. 
endeavours  was  celebrated  with  the  most  extravagant 
rejoicings,  as  a  triumph  of  patriotism  over  the  arts 
of  ministerial  corruption  ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  all 
the  servants  of  the  crown,  who  had  joined  the  popular 
cry  on  this  occasion,  were  dismissed  from  their  em- 
ployments. The  rejection  of  the  bill  was  a  great 
disappointment  to  the  creditors  of  the  public,  and  the 
circulation  of  cash  suffered  a  general  stagnation. 

In  this  contest  for  constitutional  rights,  the  Earl  of  Memonmi 
Kildare  was  prominently  conspicuous.  He  as  well  as  of  Kiidare. 
the  most  considerable  men  of  fortune  in  Ireland^  who 
were  not  under  some  special  tie  or  obligation  to  go- 
verment,  sided  with  the  patriots.  It  was  industriously 
circulated  from  the  castle,  that  the  majority  of  the  house 
of   commons    was  a  Popish  and  Jacobitical  party, 

subject,  fell  to  the  ground.  The  primate,  who  was  considered  as 
the  author  of  all  these  measures^  des|>airiDg  to  gain  the  affectioos  of 
the  people,  determined  to  awe  them  into  submission  by  others  still 
more  violent.  He  urged  the  Duke  of  Dorset  to  remove  from  their 
employments  not  only  all,  who  opposed  him,  but  those,  whom 
he  stisprt;ted  to  have  any  connection  with  the  opposite  party.  The 
doke  had  not  vigor  of  mind  for  such  an  undertaking.  He  dread- 
ed the  tumults  of  the  people.  Every  shout  of  ilie  mob  threw  him 
into  panics  j  and  this  being  known,  they  left  him  not  one  mo- 
ment's  repose.  To  rid  himsrlf  of  importunities,  he  promised  the 
priir.ate,  that  upon  his  return  to  England,  he  would  do  every 
thing  he  could  desire.  The  duke  under  the  protection  of  a  mili- 
tary guard  and  of  a  mob  hired  htkI  made  drunk  for  the  purpose 
by  a  noan,  who  was  largely  rewarded  for  that  service  by  a  pension 
oo  the  public  establishment,  made  his  escape  out  of  the  kingdom. 
The  priinate,  who  was  continued  in  the  government,  in  vain  em- 
^oyed  meoaoe  and  promise  to  break  the  party. 
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1756.  endeaTOurlng  to  destroy  the  royal  prerogatives,  in  or- 
der to  pave  the  way  to  his  majesty's  expulsion  from 
the  throne.  Such  undoubtedly  were  they  represented 
to  the  English  ministry.  Under  these  circumstances, 
the  Earl  of  Kildare  presented  with  his  own  hand  a 
most  spirited  memorial*  to  the  king,  in  which »  after 
referring  to  the  hereditary  loyalty  of  his  family  from 
the  days  of  Henry  II.  he  assured  his  majesty,  that  be 
was  the  rather  induced  to  lay  that  memorial  at  his 
feet,  as  it  was  on  good  presumption  surmised,  that  all 
access  to  his  royal  ear  was  shut  up,  and  his  liege  sub* 
jects  debarred  the  liberty  of  complaining :  that  as  no 
notice  had  been  taken  of  several  remonstrances  lately 
made  by  his  majesty's  liege  subjects,  it  was  humbly 
presumed,  that  such  remonstrances  had  been  stopped 
in  their  progress  to  the  royal  ear :  that  he  ventured 
on  that  bold  step  at  the  request  of  thousands :  that 
in  general  the  face  of  his  loyal  kingdom  of  Ireland 
wore  discontent :  a  discontent  not  coloured  from  ca- 
price or  faction,  but  purely  founded  on  ministerial 
abuse.  This  strong,  though  necessary  measure  of  the 
Earl  of  Kildare  gave  great  offence  and  some  alarm  to 
the  British  cabinet,  though  they  affected  to  treat  it  as 
an  act  of  folly  and  temerity,  which  nothing  but  the 
extreme  mildness  of  government  would  permit  to  pass 
unpunished.! 
L^!^d*Kil        The  distressed  situation  of  Ireland  roused  that  illus^ 

dareVs  Me- 

"^»*^-  •  It  may  be  seen  in  ihc  Appendix  to  my  Hist.  Rev.  No.  LVIII. 

•f  This  is  manifested  by  the  conrespor.deoce  between  the  Duke 
of  Dorset  and  I^rd  Holderness^  whose  letters  may  be  seeu  io  my 
Historical  Review,  vol.  1. 315, 
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trious  patriot,  who  reflected  honour  on  nobility,  to  J756. 
appeal  to  the  sovereign  to  open  the  channel  of  com- 
munication between  his  Majesty  and  his  Irish  subjects, 
which  had  been  so  long  obstructed  by  the  machinations 
of  corrupt  ministers.  If  the  measure  were  without  a 
precedent,  so  was  the  occasion  that  made  it  necessary. 
The  good  of  the  country  was  at  once  its  motive  and 
its  justification  ;  and  the  rage  and  violence  it  e:!(cited 
evinced  the  shock  it  was  to  the  English  interest.  It 
did  not  however  lose  its  effect  upon  the  king.  The 
popular  clamour  became  so  loud,  that  government 
was  terrified  into  a  change  of  measures.  The  speaker 
of  the  house  of  commons  was  promoted  to  the  dig- 
nity of  an  earl  •:  and  several  other  patriots  accepted 
of  lucrative  employments.  Primate  Stone,  who  had 
been  the  chief  fomenter  of  the  late  disturbances,  was 
by  his  majesty's  command  strucken  off  the  list  of  privy 
eoiinsellors,  and  most  of  those,  who,  by  his  intrigues 
had  been  displaced  for  voting  for  the  money  bill,  were 
reinstated  with  honor.  The  Marquis  of  Hartington, 
afterwards  Duke  of  Devonshire,  went  over  as  lord- 
lieutenant.  Upon  his  return  to  England  in  1 756,  Lord 
Chancellor  Joce^n  and  the  Earls  of  Kildare  and  Bes- 
borough  Were  appointed  lord-justices.  Much  of  the 
popular  ferment  now  subsided,  and  the  kingdom  once 
more  resumed  the  appearance  of  tranquillity. 

The  cause  of  patriotism  was  strengthened,   not  inMnreritr 

of  many  of 
the  Patriots. 

*  Vis.  Of  Shannon  :  he  bad  alio  a  pension  of  30001.  per  ann. 
for  31  yean.  There  was  much  intrignc  in  bringing  about  these 
changes  in  Ireland,  which  may  be  seen  in  my  Historical  Review, 
vol.  I.  314.  &c. 
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1755.    established  by  the  late  appointments.     A  trial  of  self- 
interest  proved  several  of  them  recreant  from  the  cause 
of  freedom,  in  which  they  had  recently  enlisted.  The 
commons^  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  house,  took 
into  consideration  the  heads  of  a  most  wholesome  bill 
to  secure  the  freedom  of  parliament,  by  vacating  the 
seats  of  such  members,  as  should  accept  of  any  pen- 
sion or  civil  ofGce  of  profit  from  the  crown :  which 
upon  a  division  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  26*. 
The  patriots      The  patriots  rallied  successfully  upon  a  most  im* 
^?^tntm-  portant  question,  namely,  whether  the  representative 
quSuon.     ^dy  ^f  A^  nation  should  be  deprived  by  any  minip 
sterial  influence  from  carrying  national  grievances  up 
to  the  throne?     On  this  occasion  the  firm  zeal  of 
Mr.  John  Ponsonby,    the  speaker,   cannot  be  over- 
rated. 
Unsatishc-       Several  strong  resolutions  of  the  committee  ap- 
t^cwn-  poMited  to  inspect  the  public  accounts  of  the  natioQ 
were  reported  to  the  house,  which  resolved ,  that  the 
house,  with  its  speaker,  should  attend  the  lord-lieute- 
nant,  with  the  resolutions,  and  desire  his  grace  would 
be  pleased  to  lay  them  before  his  Majesty  as  the  sense 
of  that  house.     When  his  excellency  was  attended  by 


*  3  Joum.  Com.  p.  38.  On  the  day  of  this  debate  a  list  of 
the  pensions  granted  upon  the  civil  establishment  of  Irdand  was 
according  to  order  given  in  to  the  house :  it  amounted  to  44>393l- 
l^s.  and  is  to  be  seen  in  the  appendix  to  that  volume  of  the 
Journals  CCXCVI.  In  this  list  of  pensioners  are  to  be  read  many 
of  the  first  names  of  Ireland,  many  foreigners,  and  few  or  no  me- 
ritorious servants  of  the  public.  The  Countess  of  Yairinoutb 
stood  upon  it  for  40001. 


mom. 
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the  speaker  to  know  when  the  resolutions  would  be  laid  }'^_^'[\ 
before  his  Majesty,  the  following  unsatisfactory  answer 
was  given.  ''  The  matter  contained  in  those  resolutions 
is  of  so  high  a  nature,  that  I  cannot  suddenly  deter* 
mine,  whether  it  be  proper  for  me  to  transmit  them  to 
his  Majesty/'  On  the  speaker's  reporting  the  answer, 
Mr.  Secretary  moved,  that  it  should  be  entered  in  the 
journal  of  the  bouse  as  explicit  and  satisfactory.  After 
debate^  and  the  question  put,  Mr.  Secretary  appre- 
hending a  majority  against  the  motion,  withdrew  it, 
which  prevented  a  division.  But  upon  the  grand 
debate  for  suppressing  the  resolutions,  and  preventing 
national  grievances  being  laid  before  the  throne^  the 
question  was  carried  against  the  minister  by  a  majority 
of  twenty-one.  The  house  having  been  afterwards 
assured  that  the  lord-lieutenant  would  forthwith  trans- 
mit  their  resolutions  to  his  Majesty^  they  proceeded 
to  business ;  and  passed  the  money  bill  unanimously 
on  the  same  day.* 

The  Duke  of  Bedford^  who  was  appointed  lord-  Administr* 
lieutenant  in  the  year  1757,  was  the  first  chief  go-  ^\^of 
vemor  of  Ireland,  who  openly  professed  a  favourable  ^^wc^o 
diq>osition  to  the  Catholics.     To  him  must  be  allowed  {|J!^  ^**°' 
the  credit  of  having  restored  suspended  animation  to 
the  members  of  that  paralyzed  body.     Heads  of  a 
r^gistery  bill,  prepared  under  the  late  administration 
of  Ireland,  which  was  intended  as  a  severe  penal  law 

*  Ai  matter  of  historical  curiosity  a  list  of  the  geDtlerocn  who 
divided  upon  these  reaolutions,  which  was  one  of  the  first  triumphs 
of  Bitriodtm  in  Ireland^  is  gi?ea  in  the  Appendix,  No«  UX.  to 
mjr  Historical  Review. 


miumtlfcr 
nieia. 


1 26  77ie  HelgTf  of  George  It. 

^759'  .  upon  the  Catholics,  were  handed  about,  and  created 
much  alarm  in  that  body  *.  Their  fears  drove  them 
to  consultation,  and  consultation  animated  them  to 
action :  a  common  sense  of  the  existing  and  fear  of 
additional  severities  taught  them,  that  the  surest  means 
of  preventing  fresh  laws  from  being  enacted  would 
*  be  to  make  some  vigorous  exertion  for  the  repeal  of 

those,  by  which  they  were  most  galled.  They  held  fre- 
quent meetings,  in  which  there  was  much  diversity 
of  opinion.  They  failed  from  want  of  concert  among 
themselves. 
Pfivttcoc-  Some  incidental  occurrences  gave  rise  to  much 
occniion  public  menace,  and  some  additional  seventy  m  exe- 
cuting the  laws.  A  young  lady  of  the  name  of  Toole 
being  strongly  importuned  by  some  of  her  relations  to 
conform  to  the  established  religion,  had  taken  refuge 
in  the  house  of  a  Mr.  Saul,  a  catholic  merchant  ia 
Dublin.  The  affair  was  taken  up  with  a  high  hand. 
Mr.  Saul  was  prosecuted,  and  publicly  assured  from  the 
bench,  that  the  laivs  did  not  presume  a  Papist  to  exist 
in  the  htngdom^  nor  could  they  breathe  without  the 
connivajice  of  government  f.     The  publication  about 

«  Mr.  Charles  O'Connor  of  Ballenagare,  the  celebratwl  Irish 
sch'jlar  and  antiquary,  was  one  of  the  most  active  of  (be  Catholics. 
His  letter  to  Dr.  Curry  on  this  occasion,  which  is  to  be  sceo  ia 
the  Appendix  to  my  Historical  Review,  No.  LXI.  will  let  tho 
reader  into  the  spirit  of  the  sense  and  feeling  of  the  gentlemen  of 
that  persuasion  at  that  period.  The  nature  and  result  of  their 
conduct  may  be  seen  in  my  Historical  Review,  320,  &c. 

f  Mr.  SauFs  letter  to  Mr.  O'Connor  upon  this  subject,  dated 
November  the  16th,  17^9/  fivci  an  interesting  aocoonl  of  thii 
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the  same  time  of  Dr.  Curry's  Historical  Memoirs  of  i/fi9- 
the  Irish  Rebellion  of  164-1*  though  anonymousl]^, 
awakened  the  attention  of  all,  and  sharpened  the  ri- 
gour of  many  towards  the  catholics.  So  little  had  the 
public  been  then  accustomed  to  the  voice  of  truth 
upon  these  subjects,  that  the  book,  though  dispassion- 
ate and  unanswerable,  raised  an  alarming  ferutent  id 
the  minds  of  most  of  the  Protestants. 

When  the  Duke  of  Bedford  met  the  parliament  in  Alarm  of 

'  Fiench  in* 

1759,  he  apprized  them,  that  by  a  letter  from  Mr,  vasion.ma 

,  ,  ^  ,  its  consc- 

Secretary  Pitt,  written  by  his  Majesty's  express  com-  qucnccs. 
mandy  it  appeared  that  France,  following  up  her  plan 
of  invasion,  would,  if  able  to  elude  the  British  squa- 
dron, make  Ireland  their  first  object.  He  had  there* 
fore  but  to  animate  the  loyal  people  of  Ireland  to 
exert  their  well-known  zeal  and  spirit  in  support  of 
his  Majesty's  government,  and  in  defence  of  all  that 
was  dear  to  them.  The  commons  assured  his  grace 
that  the  house  would  make  good  whatever  expense 
should  be  necessarily  incurred  by  pursuing  the  most 
speedy  and  effectual  means  to  frustrate  and  defeat  the 

transaction^  and  of  its  consequences  to  Mr.  Saul,  whom  it  drove 
out  of  the  kingdom.  His  family  lias  been  ever  since  settled  in 
France.  The  letter  is  in  my  Historical  Review,  Appendix,  No. 
LXIIL  The  original  is  in  Mr.  0'Connor*s  collection,  and  now 
probably  in  the  library  of  Stowe  with  the  rest  of  that  collection. 

*  The  Memoirs  were  pablisbed  with  gieat  secrecy  and  caution. 
The  motives  and  reasons  for  their  publication  will  best  appear 
from  the  correspondence  between  Dr.  Curry  and  Mr  Charles 
(yConnor  upon  the  subject,  in  the  Appendix  to  my  Historical 
Befiew,  No.  LXIV.  The  original  letters  once  were  in  the  O'Con-  ^ 

Qor  collection.  •* 
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J  759.  attempts  of  the  enemy.  The  first  impresaons  of  this 
communication  produced  such  distractions  among  the 
people,  as  had  nearly  proved  fatal  to  the  public  credit. 
In  the  first  transports  of  popular  fear,  there  was  such 
an  extraordinary  run  upon  the  banks  of  Dublin,  that 
several  considerable  bankers  were  obliged  to  stop  pay- 
ment. Circulation  was  suspended  for  a  time.  Whoi 
the  lord-lieutenant,  the  members  of  both  houses  of 
parliament,  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen^  merchants,  and 
principal  traders  of  Dublin,  by  prudently  engaging  in 
an  association  to  support  public  credit,  by  taking 
bankers  notes  in  payment^  revived  it,  and  saved  the 
nation  from  bankruptcy. 
The  catho-  Amongst  Other  delusive  motives,  which  at  this  time 
govern-  actuated  the  unwise  councils  of  Versailles,  in  hazard- 
the  alarm  ing  this  rash  invasion  of  Ireland,  were  the  false  hopes 
holden  out  to  them  by  some  of  the  expatriated  Iridi 
in  the  service  of  France,  that  an  invading  army  would 
have  been  immediately  joined  by  the  physical  force  of 
the  country.  On  the  first  alarm  however  of  invasion 
Mr.  O'Connor  and  Dr.  Curry  called  a  meeting  of  the 
Catholic  committee,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  ten- 
der of  their  allegiance  to  government.  Mr.  O'Connor 
drew  up  the  form  of  an  address  on  1  st  of  December, 
1 759 ;  and  on  the  ensuing  day,  at  a  meeting  of  die 
most  respectable  merchants  in  Dublin,  it  was  signed 
by  about  300  persons,  and  presented  to  the  speaker  of 
the  house  of  commons,  to  be  forwarded  by  him  to  the 
lord-lieutenant.  It  was  received  without  observation, 
and  laid  on  the  table.  No  direct  answer  was  given 
from  the  castle*     Some  days  elapsed  in  mysterious 
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silence^     On  the  10th  of  December  his  grace  gave  a     1759. 
most  gracious' answer  to  the  address,  which  appeared     ^""^^""^ 
in  the  Dublin  Gazette  on  the  15th  of  December,- 
1 759.*    The  speaker  sent  for  Mr.  Anthony  M'Der-* 
mott  as  the  delegate  from  the  catholic  body,  and  hav* 
ing  by  order  read  the  address,  the  speaker  replied, ' 
that  he  counted  it  a  favour  done  him  to  be  put  in  the 
way  of  serving  so  respectable  a  body,  as  that  of  the 
gentlemen^  who  had  signed  that  loyal  address.    The 
acceptance  of  this  address  was  the  re^admission  of  the 
catholic  body  over  the  threshold  of  their  constitutional 
rights  f.    Immediately  upon  the  circulation  of  the  gra- 
cious acceptance  of  this  address,  the  catholics  poured 
io  addresses  upon  the  castle^  from  every  quarter  of 
the  kingdom,  expressive  of  their  loyalty  and  zeal  for 
^heir  king  and  country. 

It  has  been  credibly  asserted,  that  ohe  strong  motive  ^'°JJ^  ®' 
for  this  £sivourable  disposition  to  the  catholics  was  to  creates  % 

*^  ,  ^       disturbance 

dispose  that  body  to  an  Union  with  Great  Britain, 
which  had  then  been  crudely  thought  of.     It  was  the 

•  The  address  and  the  Dake  of  Bedford's  answer  am  to  be  ' 
leen  in  the  Appendix  to  my  Historical  Review,  Na  LXV^ 

f  Notwithstanding  the  successful  remit  of  this  address,  it  is  to 
be  remarked,  that  a  most  determined,  and  not  altogether  temperate 
dissension  of  the  Catholic  body  took  place,  upon  its  propriety* 
The  clergy,  nobility,  and  landed  interest  were  anti-addressers: 
their  fears  or  hopes,  or  expectancies  fiom  the  castle  convinced ' 
them,  that  as  Catholics  were  not  subjects  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  it 
would  be  presumption  to  address^  and  they  only  could  express 
their  obc^ence  by  letter.  Fortunately  for  Ireland,  this  pusillani- 
moos  delicacy  of  the  and-addressers  was  overruled  by  the  sound 
leose  tod  policy  of  Mr.  O'Connor  and  Dr;  Cuny. 

VOL.  II.  K 
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Vsg.  obvious  interest  of  the  managers  of  the  Irish  Govern- 
ment then  to  oppose  it^  and  they  secretly  instigated  the 
mob  against  it»  i^ithout  appearing  to  take  any  part  in 
the  opposition.  The  measure  was  effectually  strangled 
in  embryo.  The  people  was  then  taught  or  permitted 
to  view  prospectively  in  union,  the  deprivation  of  its  par- 
liament and  independency,  and  the  probable  subjection 
to  the  same  taxes  that  were  levied  in  England.  These 
notions  inflamed  the  populace  to  such  a  degree^  that 
they  assembled  in  a  prodigious  multitude,  broke  into 
the  house  of  lords^  insulted  the  peers,  seated  an  old 
woman  on  the  throne,  and  searched  for  the  Journals, 
which,  had  they  been  found,  would  have  been  com^ 
mitted  to  the  flames.  They  compelled  the  members 
of  both  houses,  whom  they  met  in  the  streets,  to  take 
an  oath,  that  they  would  never  consent  to  such  an 
union^  or  give  any  vote  contrary  to  the  true  interest 
of  Ireland.  Divers  coaches  belonging  to  obnoxious  per- 
sons were  destroyed,  and  their  horses  killed  ;  a  gibbet 
was  erected  for  one  gentleman  in  particular,  who  nar- 
rowly escaped  the  ungovernable  rage  of  the  mob«  A 
body  of  horse  and  infantry  was  drzvm  out.  The 
multitude  at  night  dispersed  of  itself.  Next  day  ad- 
dresses to  the  lord-lieutenant  were  agreed  to  by  both 
houses,  and  a  committee  of  enquiry  appointed,  that 
the  ringleaders  of  the  tumult  might  be  discovered  and 
brought  to  condign  punishment.  Some  members  of 
the  house  of  comnions  attempted  to  throw  these  out- 
rages, like  all  other  national  evils,  upon  the  catholics*. 


> 


«  The  Duke  of  Bedford  made  the  most  honourable  amends  to 
the  cathdici  he  could  oo  the  occasion^  by  direaing  Mr«  Joha 
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The  grand  embarkation  designed  for  Ireland  was  to     ^7^9- 
have  been  from  Vanftes  in  Lower  Britanny.      To  Thicttmed 
cover  it,  a  fleet  was  fitted  out  at  Brest^  commanded  cooflus 
by  M.  de  Cgnflans.    The  execution  of  this  scheme  lUKwke.  ^ 
was  delayed  by  Sir  Edward  Hawke^  who  had  blocked 
up  that  harbour  with  twenty*three  ships  of  the  line 
for  several  months.     The  British  fleet  having  been 
blown  off  its  station  in  November,  Conflans  em- 
braced the  opportunity,  and  sailed  with  twenty-one 
large  ships  and  four  frigates.     Hawke  pursued  and 
came  up  with  the  French  fleetp  which  he  completely 
defeated  in  Quiberon  bay,  in  the  midst  of  a  storm,  in 
the  darkxi^ss  of  the  night,  and  on  a  rocky  shore. 

In  the  autumn  of  this  year,  a  marauding  squadron  Tharo^ts- 
by  way  of  causing  a  diversion,  sailed  under  the  com-  isainst  ire» 
mand  of  an  enterprising  oflicer,  Thurot^  from  Dunkirk, 
for  the  North  of  Ireland.  It  consisted  originally  of 
five  ships,  carrying  about  twelve  hundred  land  forces* 
Tl^e  reputation  acquired  by  M.  Tburot,  as  captain  of 
a  privateer,  raised  him  to  the  command  of  this  expe* 
dition.  Adverse  winds  drove  the  squadron  to  Got* 
tenburgh.  Two  of  the  ships  were  separated  from  the 
rest  by  the  violence  of  the  storm,  and  returned  to 
France.  The  remaining  three  arrived  off  Carrickfer- 
gus  in  February,  1760^  and  there  landed  their  forces 


Pontonby,  the  tpeaker^  to  read  from  the  chair  hit  aotwer  to 
thetr  addnts  ;  which  was  an  approbation  of  their  past  coDduct» 
and  an  assurance  of  his  future  favour  and  protection  as  long 
as  they  continued  in  it.  It  is  remarl^able,  that  no  trace  of 
this  whole  transaction  is  to  be  found  in  the  journals  of  tho 
oonmofuu 
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17*9'  reduced  to  six  hundred  men.  That  town^  not  having 
any  regular  force  to  defend  it^  was  obliged  to  ca- 
pitulate. The  country  rallied  with  great  loyalty  an4 
zeal,  and  were  advancing  in  a  body  of  about  8000 
men,  when  on  the  5th  day  after  their  landing,  the 
French  re-embarked.  The  winds  not  permitting  them 
to  return  by  the  North  of  Ireland,  they  attempted  a 
passage  through  the  channel.  Captain  Elliot  with  an 
equal  force  came  up  with  them  near  the  Isle  of  Mann. 
Having  engaged  with  them  about  an  hour  and  a  half, 
they  struck,  being  much  injured  in  their  masts  and  rig- 
ging ;  three  hundred  of  their  men  were  killed^  and 
Thurot  lost  his  life  in  the  action*. 
Death  1114  On  the  25th  of  October,  1 760,  George  II.  died  ajt 
George  II.  Kensington,  at  the  advanced  age  of  77  years.  None 
of  his  predecessors  on  the  throne  lived  to  so  great  an 
age ;  none  enjoyed  a  more  happy  or  glorious  reign. 
He  was  a  prince  of  personal  intrepidity.  The  cha- 
racters  of  George  11.  and  of  his  reign  are  very  dif- 
ferently  represented  by  the  several  masters,  who  have 
drawn  them  from  the  life.  Parties  ran  high,  particu^ 
larly  towards  the  close  of  his  reign,  which  v^^s  the  tri- 
umphant era  of  Whiggism.  An  irrefragable  argument 
in  favour  of  Whig  administrationj  in  general  j  which 
differ  from  others,  by  their  being  conducted  upon  avow- 
ed national  principles,  even,  when  the  public  safety 

#  As  this  descent  of  Thurot  was  the  only  attempt  to  land  in 
Ireland  for  upwards  of  two  centuriesj  every  particular  coDcemio|; 
it  may  be  interesting  to  the  Iri&h  reader.  An  ample  detail  of  all 
the  circumstances  attending  it  is  given  in  my  Plistorical  Beview> 
p.  330^  &c. 
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requires  it,  to  the  thwarting  of  the  personal  feelings  of  ^^f^ 
the  monarch*  The  glory  of  his  reign  arose  out  of  the 
measures  of  his  ministers^!  and  more  particularly  of 
those,  who  least  indulged  his  predilection  for  his  Ger- 
man dominions.  To  their  stem  adherence  to  public 
principle  was  it  owing,  that  the  monarch's  private  afiec- 
dons  never  did^  gr  to  their  prudence,  that  they  were 
never  known  to  the  nation  to  interfere  with  the  public 
business,  influence^  or  course  of  jusdce.  The  per- 
sonal talents  and  endowments  of  the  monarch  were 
avowedly  not  of  a  cast  either  to  render  himself :  beloved 
at  home  or  respected  abroad.  When  he  was  c^ed  to^ 
the  British  throne,  his  habits  and  ch^uacter  had  as^ 
sumed  a  settled  form,  not  vei^  congenial  w^th^the 
freedom  and  candour  of  an  Englishman.  He  wasf 
proud,  diffident^  and  reserved.  His  frugality  bor- 
dered upon  avarice.  Possesang  himself  no  learning, 
he  despised  it  in  others ;  he  gave  no  encouragement 
to  talent  or  literature  of  any  sort.  His  encomiasts 
have  selected  no  one  great  virtue  to  panegyrize :  and 
though  charged  with  having  habitually  given  into  se* 
veral  of  the  meaner  vicea>  the  imgracious  funcdon 
of  retailing  them  may  be  avoided. 

*  ^'  In  dmes  fiill  of  doubt  and  danger  to  his  person  Mr.Borke's 
and  family^  George  the  Second  maintained  the  dignity  Gcoige  ii. 
of  his  crown  connected  with  the  liberty  of  his  people, 

•  Mr.  Burke,  in  the  soondest  and  most  admirable  of  bi0  po- 
litical works  written  in  the  meridian  glow  of  his  powers,  has 
left  a  portrut  of  this  monarch  more  highly  coloured  than  hit* 
torical  jtkstice  warrants.  (Thoughts  cm  the  presfnt 
430). 

K  S 
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il^  not  only  unimpsured,  but  improved  for  the  space  of 
3S  years.  He  overcame  a  dangerous  rebellion,  abetted 
by  foreign  force,  and  ra^g  in  the  heart  of  his  king- 
dom ;  and  (hereby  destroyed  the  seeds  of  all  future 
rebellion,  that  could  arise  upon  the  same  principle. 
He  carried  the  glory,  the  power,  the  commerce  of 
England,  to  an  height  unknown  even  to  this  renowned 
nation  in  the  times  of  its  greatest  prosperity ;  and 
ho  left  his  succession  resting  on  the  true  and  only  true 
foundation  of  all  nadonal  and  all  regal  greatness ; 
affection  at  home,  reputation  abroad,  trust  in  allies, 
terror  in  rival  nations.  The  most  ardent  lover  of  his 
country  cannot  wish  for  Great  Britain  a  happier  fate, 
thaa  to  continue  as  she  was  then  left.'* 
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7ROM    HIS    ACCESSION    TO    THE    THRONE    TO    THE 
DECLARATION     OF     IRISH.    INDEPENDENCE^      IN 

1782. 

No  prince  ever  ascended  the  throne  more  to  the  joy    i^flo. 
and  satisfaction  of  his  people,  than  our  gracious  sove-  j^^^^ 
rdgn.     He  is  the  grandson  of  George  II.     He  was  ?/,^^*2Phi# 
the  first  monarch  of  the  house  of  Brunswick  who  was  spc«ch  id 

the  pAiUa-! 

a  native  of  England*  In  his  first  speech  to  the  British  nuot« 
parliament,  he  said,  ^^  bom  and  educated  in  tlus  coun* 
try,  I  glory  in  the  name  of  Briton :  and  the  peculiar 
happiness  of  my  life  will  ever  consist  in  promoting  the 
welfare  of  a  people,  whose  loyalty  and  warm  affection 
Co  me  I  consider  as  the  greatest  and  most  permanent 
security  of  my  throne :  and  I  doubt  not  but  their  stea^ 
diness  in  those  principles  will  equal  the  firmness  of 
my  invariable  resolution  to  adhere  to  and  strengthen 
this  excellent  constitution  in  church  and  state ;  and 
to  maintain  the  toleration  invblable*  The  civil  and 
religious  rights  of  my  loving  subjects  are  equally  dear 
■to  me, with  the  most  valuable  prerogatives  of  the  crown: 
and  as  the  surest  foundation  of  the  whole,  and  the  best 
neaos  to  draw  down  the  divine  favour  on  my  rdgn^ 

k4 


136  The  Reign  qf  George  JlL 

1760.  j(  {3  ny  gxed  purpose^  to  countenance  and  enconrage 
the  practice  of  true  religion  and  virtue/'  In  these 
flattering  assurances  of  the  young  monarch  to  the 
people  of  Great  Britain,  Lord  HaliEuE,  then  lord* 
lieutenant  of  Ireland,  had  it  in  command  to  declare 
to  the  sister  kingdom,  that  his  subjects  of  Ireland  were 
fiiUy,  and  in  every  respect,  comprehended*.  Con- 
gratulatory addresses  to  the  throne  flowed  in  from  all 
descriptions  of  persons :  amongst  vdiich,  none  were 
more  remarkable  for  their  good  sense  and  loyalty,  than 
the  addresses  from  the  Quakers  and  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics. 
Oririn^  The  internal  state  of  Ireland  was  at  this  period 
gloomy  from  two  principal  causes:  the  decline  of 
public  credit  and  the  extreme  wretchedness  of  the 
distressed  peasantry*  In  the  general  rejoicing  at  the 
descent  of  the  crown  upon  a  native  monarch  victorious 
in  the  war,  in  which  he  found  his  people  engaged, 
Ireland  alone  was  doomed  to  weep.  In  the  southern 
province  of  that  kingdom  great  misery  produced  dis- 
turbances in  the  lowest  class  of  the  wretched  peasantry. 
They  were  generally  catholics ;  and  religion  was  stu- 
pidly or  maliciously  saddled  with  the  cause  of  these 
riots.  The  insurgents  at  first  committed  their  outrages 
at  night ;  and  appearing  generally  in  frocks  or  shirts, 
were  denominated  White- Boys :  they  seized  arms  and 
horses,  houghed  the  cattle,  levelled  the  enclosures  of 
commons,  turned  up  new-made  roads,  and  perpetrated 
various  other  acts  of  outrage  and  violence.   These  un^ 

Com.  Jbom.  vol.  VII.  p.  13. 
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fortunate  wretches,  as  is  the  case  in  all  insurgencies,    ^^ 
raised  a  popular  cry  against  the  rapacity  and  tyranny 
of  thdr  landlords,  the  cruel  exactions  of  tithe-mon- 
gers, and  the  illegal  enclosures  of  commons. 

Various  causes  concurred  in  reducing  the  peasantry  ^luetof^ 
to  this  abject  wretchedness.    An  epidemic  disorder  of  the  white 
the  homed  cattle  had  spread  from  Holstein  through' 
Holland  into  England,  where  it  raged  for  some  years, 
and  consequently  raised  the  prices  of  beef,  cheese,  and 
butter  to  exorbitancy ;  hence  pasturage  became  more 
profitable  than  tillage ;  and  the  whole  agricultiire  of 
the  south  of  Ireland,  which  had  for  some  time  past 
flourished  under  a  milder  administration  of  the  popery 
laws,  instantly  ceased ;  the  numerous  fitmilies,  which 
were  fed  by  the  labour  of  agriculture,  were  turned 
adrift  without  means  of  subsistence.     Cottiers  being 
tenants  at  will  were  every-where  dispossessed  of  their 
scanty  holdings,  and  lurge  tracts  of  grazing  land  were 
aec  to  wealthy  monopolizers*,  who  by  feeding  cattle 
required  few  hands,  and  paid  liigher  rents.     Pressed 
by  need,  m€>st  of  these  unfortunate  peasants  sought 
shelter  in  the  aeighbouring  towns,  for  the  sake  of 
begging  that  bread,  which  they  could  no  longer  earn : 
and  the  only  piteous  resource  of  the  affluent  was  to 
ship  off  as  many,  as  would  emigrate  to  seek  mainte* 
nance  or  death  in  foreign  climes.     The  price  then 
paid  ^br  the  little  labour  that  was  done,  kept  not  pace 
with  the  rise  of  necessaries :  it  exceeded  not  the  wages 
/given  in  the  days  of  Elizabeth.     The  landlords  de- 

*  In  the  caot  of  tbeie  wntcbed  riofcen  thej  were  called  land* 
firatts* 
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V62.  tnanded  extravagant  rents  from  their  cottiers,  ind  ib 
reconcile  them  to  their  lettings,  they  allowed  them 
generally  a  right  of  common,  of  which  they  soon  again 
deprivedihem  by  enclosures.  The  absolute  inability  of 
these  oppressed  tenants  to  pay  their  tithes  beside  their 
landlord's  rent,  made  them  feel  the  exaction  and  levy- 
ing of  them  by  the  proctors^  a3  a  grievance  insupport- 
able •. 
Commis^  n  1  hesc  iuMirrections  became  daily  more  alarming  to 
into  the  {^ovemmcHt ;  they  mstituted  a  commission  of  some 
gentleinen  of  distinguished  loyalty  and  eminence  in 
the  law,  to  t?aquire  upon  the  spot  into  the  real  caw*e$ 
and  circumstances  of  these  riots,  who  reported,  **  that 
the  authors  of  those  riots  consisted  indiscriminately  of 
persons  of  diflFerent  persuasions,  and  that  no  marks  of 
disaffection  to  his  Majesty's  perron  or  government 
appeared  in  any  of  these  peoplef :"  which  report  was 
confirmed  by  the  judges  of  the  Munster  circuit,  and 
by  the  dying  protestations  of  the  firse.  five  of  the  un- 
happy men,  who  were  executed  at  Waterford,  in  1762^ 
for  having  been  present  at  the  burning  of  a  cabin,  upon 

•  *  C'onseqiip.nces  have  flowed  (saj's  Mr.  Young)  from  these 
opprrsvions,  ^h'xch  ought  Icng  ago  to  have  put  a  ctop  to  them.  la 
Fnglaiul  we  Iiave  heard  much  of  Jf'hiie  Boys,  Sleei  Boyi^  Oak 
B'ytfS,  Fcfp-of^day  Boys,  &c.  But  tliese  various  insurgents  are 
cot  to  be  confoundei!,  for  they  are  very  ditferent  The  proper 
distinction  in  tht;  discontents  of  this  people  is  into  protestant  and 
catliciic.  Ali  "ui  the  White  Toys  were  among  the  manufactur- 
ing protestuut>  of' the  North.  The  White  BoySj  catholic  laboureri 
in  li.c  South." 

f  Vide  Dublin  Gazette,  xind  siJlso  The  EMquiry  into  tJu  Catises 
ffi/u  Outrages  committed  ly  the  Levellers  per  tQiuvim 
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the  uiformation  of  an  approver,  who  was  the  very  per-  lyijx, 
son,  that  had  set  fire  to  it  with  his  own  hand.  Fortu* 
nately  for  the  country,  Sir  Richard  Aston*,  lord-chief- 
justice  of  the  Common  Pleas,  was  sent  down  upon  a 
q>ecial  commission  to  try  great  numbers  of  these 
rioters ;  and  so  well  satisfied  with  the  impartiality  of 
his  conduct  were  the  inhabitants  of  those  parts,  that 
vpon  his  return  from  Clonmell,  where  they  had  been 
tried,  he  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the  road  lined 
on  both  sides  with  men,  women,  and  children,  thank* 
ing  him  for  the  unbiassed  discharge  of  his  duty,  and 
supplicating  Heaven  to  bless  him  as  their  protector^ 
guardian^  and  deliverer. 

The  execution  of  scores  of  these  unfortunate  ob- 
jects of  misery  and  desperation  would  not  answer  the 
views  of  those,  (and  too  many  there  shamefully  were) 
who  from  their  own  private  ends  connived  at  and  fo- 
mented these  tumults.  ITiey  sought  a  victim  of  more 
renown;  and  selected  Nicholas  Sheehy,  the  par^ 
priest  of  Clogheen,  in  the  county  of  llpperar)',  a  dis- 
trict then  particularly  infested  by  the  White  Boys,  as  a 
fit  object  for  their  wicked  purpose.  They  proclaimed 
a  reward  of  300/.  upon  his  head.    He,  conscious  of  his 

*  A  more  uncoirupt,  firm^  and  humane  judge  never  graced 
the  bench.'  The  extraordinary  exultation  of  the  Irish  on  this  oc^ 
CMian»  if  a  ttrong  though  melancholy  proof,  that  the  chaste  im- 
piftiaKty  and  independence ,  from  which  that  learned  and  revered 
jnd^  ncfor  departed,  had  hitherto  been  a  novelty  to  the  Irish 
p0op1e*  He  has  leceived  the  most  hononiable  t^t  of  his  upright* 
xieii  in  the  bhune  cast  at  him  by  the  author  of  The  Memoirs  of  the 
JSfferml  Bdelliatis  in  Ireland,  p.  34. 
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\76lf  innocence,  requested  to  take  his  trial  out  of  hand 
at  Dublin,  where,  after  a  severe  scrutiny  of  fourteen 
hours,  he  was  honourably  acquitted;  no  evidence 
having  appeared  against  him  but*  a  blackguard  boy, 
a  common  prostitute,  and  an  impeached  thief,  all 
brought  out  of  Clonmell  jail,  and  bribed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  witnessing  against  him.  His  enemies,  who  had 
failed  in  their  first  attempt,  were  determined  upon 
his  destruction.  One  Bridge,  an  informer  against 
some  of  those,  who  had  been  executed  for  these  riots, 
was  said  to  have  been  murdered  by  their  associates, 
in  revenge,  although  his  body  could  never  be  found*. 
Sheehy,  immediately  after  his  acquittal  in  Dublin  for 
rebellion,  was  indicted  by  his  pursuers  for  this  murder; 
he  was  transmitted  to  Clonmell,  to  be  tried  there  for 
this  new  crime,  and  upon  the  sole  evidence  of  the  same 
in£unous  witness,  whose  testimony  had  been  so  justly 
reprobated  in  Dublin,  he  was  there  found  guil^,  and 
hanged  for  that  supposed  murder. 
The  White  The  •  Castle-party  studied  to  fix  the  catholics  with 
phw^  of"^'  all  the  disloyalty  attending  these  insurrections.  The 
truth  is,  that  the  oppressed  peasants  bemg  too  ignorant 
to  know  the  law,  and  too  poor  to  bear  it's  expenses, 
betook  themselves  to  violence  for  redress.  Mobs 
seldom  rise,  till  they  have  suffered  grievance}  and 

*  It  was  positively  twora,  by  two  onexceptionable  witoesiM/ 
that  he  privately  left  the  kingdom  some  short  time  before  he  wpi 
said  to  have  been  murdered.  See  notes  of  the  trial  taken  by  o^e 
of  the  jury>  in  Exshaw's  Magazine  for  June,  1766.  Tbe  ini- 
quitous execution  of  Mr.  Sheehy  is  more  fully  detaiiod  in  iny 
Historical  Review^  p.  340^  he. 


tithes. 
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aeldomer  disperse  dll  they  have  occasioned  mischief.  ifO^^ 
The  loudest  complaint  of  these  ffTiite  Boys  was  against 
the  extortions  of  the  tithe-proctors.  The  landlords  and 
graziers,  in  order  to  divert  the  irritation  of  this  wretch* 
ed  peasantry  from  themselves,  cherished  or  connived 
at  their  resistance  to  the  ever  unpopular  demands  of 
the  clergy.  This  suffering  and  misguided  people 
bound  themselves  to  each  other  by  oath*..  Many 
undue  means  were  used  to  exaggerate  the  evil,  and 
convert  it  into  a  popish  plot  to  overturn  the  govern- 
ment, to  massacre  the  protestants^  and  to  favour  the 
ihvasbn  of  the  enemy.  As  the  lower  order  of  the 
people  in  Munster  principally  consisted  of  catholics^  the 
insurgency  was  in  the  old  style  of  malignancy  laid  to 
the  account  of  religion.  The  house  of  commons  zp^ 
pointed  a  conunittee  ^'  to  enquire  into  the  causes  and 
progress  of  (what  was  termed)  the  popish  insurrection 
in  the  province  of  Munster.'' 


fOn  the  2Sd  of  January,  1762,  Mr.  Hamilton,  ii 
secretary  to  Lord  Halifax,  communicated  to  the  com-  mentmdof 
mons  the  rupture  with  the  court  of  Spain :  in  conse-  nant't  ai« 
quence  of  which  his  majesty  had  directed  an  imme- 
diate augmentation  of  five  battalions  to  the  establish* 
ment,  and  a  vote  of  credit  passed  for  the  raising  of 
500,000/.     The  house  of  commons  also  resolved 


*  Hie  fom  of  the  oath  is  given  10  mjHutorical  Renew,  vol.L 
341.  Bot  the  most  pi  orient  malice  cannot  distort  one  word  of  it 
into  an  eneageownt  to  the  Pope^  French^  or  P^teodery  as  it  waa 
currently  represented. 

t  8  JomiL  Cooit  p.  ia0« 
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itA*  upon  an  address  to  the  lord-lieutenant,  requesting  that 
he  would  represent  to  his  majesty  the  sense  of  that 
house^  that  his  majesty  would  be  pleased  to  augment 
his  excellency *s  allowances  to  the  annual  sum  of 
16,000/. 

Other  m-  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  session  of  1762,  Lord  Halifax, 
I^X'  of  congratulated  parliament  upon  the  insurrections  of  the 
t^ White  fi/'/iiic  Boys*  being  suppressed.  Yet  the  spirit  of  in- 
surrection was  not  eradicated :  the  roots  of  the  evil 
had  spread  wider  than  the  province  of  Monster ;  for 
elsewhere  also  the  lower  orders  were  wretchedt  op^ 
pressed,  and  impoverished.  New  risings  took  place  on 
different  principles,  Oak  Boys  and  He  arts-qf- Steel 
Boys  made  their  appearance  successively  in  th& 
northern  counties. 

The  highways  in  Ireland  were  formerly  made  and 
repaired  by  the  labour  of  housekeepers.  He  who  had 
a  horse,  was  obliged  to  work  six  days  in  the  year ; 
himself  and  horse :  he  who  had  none,  was  to  give  six 
day's  labour.  It  had  been  long  complained  of,  that  the 
poor  alone  were  compelled  to  work ;  that  the  rich  were 
exempt ;  that  instead  of  mending  the  public  roads, 
the  sweat  of  their  brows  was  wasted  on  private  job^ 
roads.  Parishes  rose  to  a  man,  and  from  the  oaken 
branches,  which  they  wore  in  their  hats,  the  insur- 
gents were  denominated  Oak  Boys.  From  pa- 
rishes the  contagion  flew  to  baronies,  from  baronies 
to  counties;  till  at  length  the  greater  part  of 
Ulster  was  engaged.     Besides  the  overseers  of  roads^ 


OtkBoys. 
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they  attacked  the  clergy^  whom  they  resolved  to  cur^  IJCIL 
tail  of  their  tithes^  and  their  landlords,  the  price  of  ""^"^ 
whose  lands  (particularly  the  turf-bogs)  they  set  about 
regulating.  The  army  was  collected  from  the  other 
provinces;  for  till  then  the  province  of  Ulster  was 
deemed  so  peaceful »  that  scarcely  any  troops  were 
quartered  in  it.  With  the  loss  of  some  lives,  the  tumult 
was  soon  quelled ;  and  by  some  legislative  regulations 
for  the  future  repairs  of  the  roads,  quiet  was  restored. 

The  rising  of  the  Steel  Boys  was  not  so  general^  seed  Boyi. 
but  more  violent  An  absentee  nobleman^  possessed 
of  one  of  the  largest  estates  in  the  kingdom,  instead  of 
letting  his  land  when  out  of  lease,  for  the  high^t  rent, 
adopted  a  novel  mode,  of  taking  large  fines  and  small 
rents.  The  occupier  of  the  ground^  though  willing 
to  give  the  highest  rent^  viras  unable  to  pay  the  fines. 
He  was  bought  out  by  the  wealthy  undertaker,  who 
not  contented  with  a  moderate  interest  for  his  money, 
racked  the  rents  to  a  pitch  above  the  reach  of  the  old 
tenant.  The  ousted  tenants  caused  risings  against  the 
forestallers,  destroying  their  houses,  and  maiming  their 
cattle.  They  too  became  like  the  Oak  Boys  general 
reformers.  The  army  soon  subdued  them ;  some 
prisoners  suffered  by  the  hands  of  the  executioner, 
and  the  country  was  restored  to  tranquillity. 

Lord  Bute's  administration  gave  the  first  check  Address  to 
to  the  Whig  interest  since  the  accession   of   the  hilre^iu^ 
house  of  Brunswick.    He  carried  the  Tory  principles 
(with  exception  to  Jacobitism)  to  the  highest  sublima- 
tion.   Upon  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Pitt*,  the  mer* 

t  Mr.  Pitt,  whoic  vigorocu  and  lucceisful  tdnunistratum  bad 
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1763-  chants  and  traders  of  Dublin  in  a  body,  not  indeed 
legally  representing,  but  well  known  to  speak  the  sen- 
timents of  the  great  majority  of  the  people  of  Ireland, 
presented  an  address  to  Mr.  Pitt,  expressive  of  their 
admiration  of  his  principles  and  conduct,  and  their 
sincere  condolence,  that  his  country  was  deprived  of 
his  services  *•  The  merchants,  traders,  and  citizens 
of  Dublin  at  this  time  being  the  most  opulent  and  con- 
siderable body  of  men  in  the  kingdom,  took  the  lead 
in  watching  and  forwarding  the  dvil  interests  of  the 
nation.  They  were  encouraged  and  directed  by  Dr. 
Lucas,  who  (after  having  triumphed  over  all  his 
enemies  and  persecutors)  now  represented  them  in 
parliament. 
PtUtueof  Doctor  Lucas  had  been  prominently  forward  in 
wiSiin the  procuring  a  resolution  of  the  commons  to  bring  in 
heads  of  a  bill  to  limit  the  duration  of  parliaments, 
in  imitation  of  the  English  septennial  bill ;  which  was 
negatived  by  a  majority  of  65.     The  loss  of  a  quesdon 


mach  endeared  him  to  the  people,  having  propoied  in  the  cahinet 
an  immediate  declaration  against  Spain>  and  being  onlj  supported 
by  his  brother-in-law,  Earl  Temple,  he  immediately  resigned, 
in  order  not  to  remain  responsible  for  measures,  which  he  wtui 
no  longer  allowed  to  guide.  A  principle  more  admired  than 
imitated. 

*  It  has  often  been  said,  that  the  late  Earl  of  Chatham  was  a 
Tory  at  heart,  notwithstanding  his  boasted  avowals  of  Whiggism. 
That  in  his  youth  he  was  a  Tory  appears  more  than  probable :  but 
it  would  be  too  harsh  a  censure  on  so  great  a  statesman,  to 
conclude,  that  his  conversion  to  Whiggism  was  the  effect  of  in- 
terest, and  not  of  conviction.  The  address  may  be  seen  in  the 
App.  to  my  Hist  Remw,  No.  UOX. 


cotnmoDs* 


\ 
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so  reasoo^ble^  smd  copstitucional^  marks  the  rapid  ^70s: 
decline  of  th^  patriotic  interest  in  Ireland  after  tjbe  l^e 
chang«$.  This  ministerial  triumph  was  followed  by 
no  popular  disturbance^  but  gr^t  dissatisfaction*  Ths 
merchants^  traders^  and  citizens  of  Dublin^  ?4ino 
to  strong  resolutions,  expressive  of  the  general  dis* 
content  at  the  loss  of  the  Septennial  BiUt  which  r^e() 
an  awful  aUrm  in  government*  Th^t  ^lure  hpw* 
ever  did  not  discourage  the  patriotic  Lucas.  He  pre* 
sented  heads  of  bills  for  securing  the  freedom  of  p^r-^ 
liamenty  by  ascertaiiung  the  (qualifications  for  Juiight^, 
citizens,  and  byrgesses,  and  by  vacating  the  seats  pf 
members,  who  should  accept  any  lucrative  o$ce 
or  employment  from  the  CrQwn,  and  of  person^ 
upon  the  establishment  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland. 
Each  failed  from  the  superior  numbers  of  the  court 
party. 

After  the  Earl  of  Halifax   had  been  recalled  tg  TbeEvief 
England  to  succeed  M^*  G.  Grenville  as  secretary  tucceoUa 
of  ^tate*^    the  pari  of  Northumberland  earn/?  over  of  North- 
as  lord'lieutenant  to  meet  the  parliament,  in  Qgtober, 
J  763.  •  His  speech  to  them  on  this  occasion^  was  ejfr 
pressive  of  his  majesty's  just  and  gracious  regard  for  ^, 
dudfiii  and  loyal  people  :  he  congratulated  them  on 
the  happy  effects  of  the  peace,  and  the  birth  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales.     The  remainder  of  his  speech  re- 
ferr^  to  the  lat^  disturbianpes  in  Ulster.     /V  inotipn 

t  Ttiu  ch^9jg;e  ip  the  £nglisb  Mioiatrjr  b^p^ed  on  the  i^tb 
of  October,  ]763.  Mr.  G.  Grenville  beld  this  situation  till 
Joly  12,  1765^  wbjff  1^  wai  9gcf:e^49dLby  ^e  Duke  of  Grafton, 

VOL.  II.  T, 
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1768.    passed  without    a  diviskm  for   empowering  papist^ 
to  lend  money  on  mortgage  of  real  estates :    they 
bad  been  lost  in    England  :    for  what  reason   he 
« ^  knew  not,  as  he  thought  the  passing  of  Such  a  bill 
would  have  been  of  great  advantage.     Mr.  Le  Hunte 
opposed  the  bill,  which  might  eventusdly  make  papists 
proprietors  of  great  part  of  the  landed  interest  of  the 
kingdom ;  and  that  would  be  dangerous.  He  observed, 
that  the  heads  of  the  bill  passed  in  the  last  session,  bad 
not  passed  without  a  division,   there  having  been  a 
majority  of  no  more  than  twelve  in  their  favor :  he  said 
they  would  nothave  passed  at  all,  had  they  not  been  art- 
fully brought  in  the  very  last  day  of  the  session, 
when  no  more  than  sixty-two  members  were  present 
When  a  motion  was  afterwards  made,  and  the  question 
put,  that  the  heads  of  the  bill  be  rejected,   the  house 
divided  1 38  for  the  rejection,  and  53  against  it. 
Detths  of        Keen,  though  silent  were  the  grief  and  disappoint-* 
scmieand    ment  of  the  catholics  at  the  failure  of  .this  application 
non.  to  the  favor  of  the  legislature,  not  in  fact  for  any  new 

indulgence,  but  for  assuring  the  continuance  of  the  ca- 
"  pacity  to  take  real  security  for  money,  the  legality  of 
which  the  astuteness  of  their  enemies  had  lately  only 
questioned.  Their  despondency  was  not  of  long  du- 
ration. Their  oppression  formed  the  base  of  the  then 
Anglo-Hybemian  system  of  government.  Thedeatbs 
of  Primate  Stone  and  the  Earl  of  Shannon,  in  Decem* 
ber,  1 764,  put  an  end  to  that  system.  Thence  a  new 
scene  opens  to  the  view.  To  this  moment  of  Irish 
history  Lord  Clare  alluded,  when  hesaid^  thegovem' 
ment  of  England  at  length  opened  their  eyes  to  the 
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Aefecis  and  dangets  of  it  :■  they  shook  the  power  of    17^« 
the  Aristocracy^  but  were  unable  to  break  it  down. 

Upon  the  deaths  of  two  of  the  lords-justices.  Lord-  The  last 
chanceUor  Bowes,  and  Mn  Ponsonby  the  speaker  of  the  ticet  m  ire- 
hotise  of  commons  were  appomted^  to  whom  after- 
wards the  Earl  of  Drogheda  was  joined ;  and  from  the 
chaage  of  system  they  were  the  last.  Lord  Viscount 
Weymouth  though  appcnnted  never  went  oyex, 
and  the  Earl  of  H^tford  succeeded  as  lord-lieute* 
nant*. 

By  the  manag^nent  of  the  castle^  the  patriots  were  The  pa- 

1  111  !•••  Ill    triocs  renew 

greatly  reduced;  but  their  spuit  was  not  subdued,  their eSbrti. 
They  returned  to  the  chargeof  the  pensions*!  A  motion 
for  MEL  address  on  the  subject  to  his  majesty  in  the 
Commons  was  negatived  by  a  ms^ority  of  1 19  against 
41*  Another  motion  for  an  address  for  redress  of  griev- 
ances  and  ciurrection  of  abuses,  in  the  appointment  of 
magistrates  and  administration  of  justice  was  nega- 
tived by  7 1  voices  against  35.  This  decrease  of  the 
minority  stimulated  those,  who  had  not  yet  been 
bought  off,  to  bring  forward  some  motion,  which 
should  fuUy  disclose  to  the  nation  the  corrupt  means, 

*  In  December,  17^,  died  at  Rome  the  CheYalier  de  St.  George, 
only  SOD  of  James  U.  ife  was  the  subject  of  the  political  fable 
of  the  Warming  Pan.  He  supported  a  long  life  of  misfortunes^ 
sufierings^  and  retirement  with  diristian  fbrdtude.  His  attempt 
to  veoover  the  British  throne,  in  1715>  and  his  son*s  in  1745, 
made  no  sensation  in  Ireland.  His  death  was  scarcely  known 
Cf  spoken  of  in  that  opuntxy.    ^ 

t  8  Joum.  Com.  p.  64. 
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1767.  by  which  their  rights  were  sold  to  an  Engltth  interest* 
On  the  very  next  day  *  a  motion  was  made  for  an  ad- 
dress to  the  lord  lieutenant,  the  Earl  of  Hertford,  re- 
questing his  excellency  to  lay  before  that  Kbuse-all  the 
proceedings  of  the  privy  council  in  March  lasty  relative 
to  the  suppression  of  heads  of  a  bill,  for  sea^ng  the 
freedom  of  parliament ;  and  all  the  patents  granted 
in  reversion  or  in  possession  during  that  administra- 
tion ;  and  that  his  excellency  would  use  his  influence, 
that  no  more  reversionary  grants  should  be  disposed 
of  in  that  kingdom,  as  they  debilitated  the  crown,  and 
entailed  burdens  upon  the  people.  The  court-party 
defeated  the  patriots  by  a  contrary  motion,  that  in  lieu 
of  the  words  in  the  address,  the  sense  of  their  misenable 
condition^  they  should  insert  the  words,  theh^  ^PPy 
condition  under  his  mryestifs  auspicious  government. 
In  septennial  pariiaments  the  people  foresaw  ^  sure 
check  against  the  systematical  venality  of  parliament. 
Resolutions  and  addresses  in  favour  of  that  measure 
were  poured  in  from  Dublin  and  every  part  of  the 
kingdom.  Still  were  the  efforts  of  the  patriots  in 
parliament,  and  of  the  people  without  ineffectual. 
The  heads  of  the  bill  were  introduced,  agrecnl  to, 
and  transmitted,  but  arrested  in  their  progress  by 
the  English  privy  council.  The  lord-lieutenant  affected 
to  persuade  the  commons  t,  ^that  he  had  made  the 
strongest  representations  in  favour  of  such  a  law.    The 

♦  24  May,  1767.     3  Journ.  Ck>m.  p.  143. 
f  B  Journ.  Com.  p.  132. 
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patriots  thereupon  moved  a  very  strong  address  to  be      ij^. 
presented  to  his  majesty,  which  spoke  a  language  of     ^"^^ 
too  much  firmness  for  the  taste  of  the  court  party* 
It  was  negatived  upon    a  division   of  1 1 7  against 
29  *.     A  more  moderate  address  was  however  moved 
by  the  patriots  on  the  next  day,  which   they   carried 
by  a  majority  of  two  vcMces  :  there  being  90  for  and  ' 
88  against  it. 

The  answer  to  the  address  did  not  appear  gracious  ungracious 
to  the  addressers.  His  majesty  was  aware  of  the  SJcIddrtig. 
wishes  of  the  commons  for  limiting  the  duratjion  of 
parliaments,  by  their  having  passed  the  heads  of  a  bilL 
But  no  consideration  could  prevail  with  his  majesty  to 
swerve  from  the  indispensable  duty  of  concurring  in 
jsuch  provisions  only,  as  on  mature  dehberation  and 
jadvice  of  his  council  appeared  to  him  at  the  time  calcu- 
lated to  promote  the  true  interest  and  happiness  of  his 
people.  From  this  answer,  and  the  conduct  of  the 
British  cabinet  upon  it,  it  appears,  as  if  they  had  se- 
lected this  particular  juncture  for  a  trial  of  strength 
between  the  English  and  the  Irish  interest.  A  bill 
for  the  better  securing  the  liberties  of  the  subject  passed 
in  the  commons,  was  transmitted,  but  never  returned. 
Another  popular  bill,  to  prevent  the  buying  and  sell' 
ing  of  qffices^  which  concern  the  administration  qf 
justice^  or  the  collection  of  his  majesty^s  revenuey  was 
transmitted,  but  miscarried  in  the  commons.  Thus 
failed  every  effort  of  the  patriots  to  remedy  the  system 
of  venality,  and  to  bring  back  the  constitution  to  its 
purity. 

8  Joorn.  Com  p*  13  2- 
h  4 
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The  most  active  of  the  patriots  at  thiait  dihe  was  Br. 
Lucas,  tte  was  of  course  obnoxious  to  govertimeftf. 
It  was  the  policy  of  the  castle,  to  throw  all  possible  db^ 
repute  upon  the  few,  who  still  eailiestly  eapbused  tht^ 
patriotic  cause^  as  Lucas  did  to  the  last  hour  of  his  life. 
Tet  notwithstanding  this  official  opposition.  Dr.  LucasTf 
personal  virtue  and  talent  commanded  th^  esteem  and 
respect  both  of  his  sovereign  and  his  vicegerents. 
The  £vl  of  Hertford  had  particularly  noticed  him 
when  he  was  in  England,  and  was  personally  esteemed 
by  him  in  return :  he  had  also  to  boast  of  kind  treat- 
ment from  the  Lords  Chesterfield  and  Harrington^ 
Halifax  and  Northumberland.  He  bore  affection,  as 
Well  as  loyaltjr  to  his  majesty^  The  imremitted  and  faith- 
ful attention  to  his  parliamentary  dutieft^  with  the  dis^ 
Couraging  prospect  of  failing  in  every  eitertion^  forced 
from  him  a  confession,  that  he  was  weaty  of  his  tadt^ 
because  he  laboured  incessantly  in  vain. 

Lord  Hertford  not  having  lent  himself  as  t>Uantly, 
as  was  expected  to  the  work  of  the  British  cabinet^ 
which  it  must  be  therefore  presumed  he  disapproved 
of,  was  recalled.  The  old  lords- justices  filled  their 
stations  for  the  last  time  until  the  appphltment  of  Lor^ 
Townshend  to  be  lord-lieutenant  on  the  l4diof  Octce 
ber  J  767. 

Under  this  administration  Was  introduced  A  ttgw 
systenj  of  governing  IreJand.  The  choice  of  itis 
nobleman  for  the  purpose  was  in  many  points  judi- 
cious. In  order  to  attempt  the  arduous  task  of  sup- 
planting the  deep-rooted  influence  of  the  Irish  oligar- 
chy, it  was  requisite,  that  the  lord-Iieutenant,  to  whonj 
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^lutf  {KTwer  WIS  €(>  be  Iransferml,  should  be  endovei}     ^^* 
mUti  the  qualities  most  Ukely  to  ingratiate  hio^  witk 


the  IiJsh  nation  i   c(Miyi?ial  ease,  hamour,  libeiratityi 
and  Taloun     The   majority  in  the  commons  grew 
daily  less  tractable  by  those^  who  had  the  management 
,of  the  English  interest,  than  it  formerly  had  been. 
Three  or  four  grandees  had  such  sa  inftuence  in  the 
commons,  iYm  thdi^  coalition  command^  a  majority 
on  any  question*.     Formerly  the  principals  tised  t6 
stipulate  ymh  each  new  lord -lieutenant  i  whose  office 
was  biennial,  and  residei^e  but  for  six  months^  jxp(yti 
what  terms,  they  would  carry '  the  king^s  business 
ihrough  the  house:  so  that  they  might  not  impro^ 
pefly  be  called  undir takers^    Itiey  pro?ided,  that  the 
•diapoeal  of  all  court  favors,  whether  places,  pensions, 
/or  preferments,  should  pass  through  their  hands,  in 
order    to  keep   their  sultd   in    an  absolute  state  of 
dependance  and  vassalage.      All  applications  wel* 
made  by  the  leader,  who  claimed  as  a  right  the  pri- 
.vilege  of  gratifying  his  friends  in  prc^ortion  to  then 
numbers.     Whenever  such  demandls  were  not  com- 
ptied  with^  then  were  the  measures  of  government 
swre  to  be  crossed  and  obstructed :  and  the  sesaon  of 
parliament   became  a  constant  struggle  for  power 
between  the  heads  of  parties.     This  evil  had  been 
seen  and  lamented  by  Lord  Chesterfield*     His  resolu- 
Mn  and  preparatory  steps  for  undermining  it  probably 
iCOntributed  to  his  recal  on  the  cessation  of  danger, 

•  Dr.  Camb.  Phil.  iarr.  p.  5f. 
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which  his  wisdom  alone  was  thought  competent  to 
avert. 

The  primary  object  of  Liord  Townshead's  admi^ 
nistration  was  to  break  up  the  monopolizing  system 
of  the  oligarchy.  He  in  part  succeeded,  but  by 
means  ruinous  to  the  country.  The  subalterns  were 
not  to  be  detached  from  their  chiefs,  but  by  similar, 
though  more  powerful  means^  than,  those,  by  which 
they  had  been  enlisted  under  their  banners.  The  streams 
of  favor  became  not  only  multiplied,  but  enlarged ; 
consequently  the  source  of  remuneration  was  the 
sooner  exhausted.  Every  individu;al  looked  up  di- 
rectly to  the  fountain  head.  The  innovation  provoked 
the  deserted  few  to  resentment :  but  they  were  bereft 
of  their  consequence,  when  left  to  their  individual 
exertions  *.  They  took  refuge  under  the  shelter  of 
patriotism,  and  inveighed  against  the  venality  of  the 
system^  because  it  had  taken  a  new  direction.  The 
bulk  of  the  nation,  and  some,  though  very  few  of 
their  representatives  in  parliainent,  were  earnest,  firm^ 
and  implacable  against  it. 

The  arduous  task,  which  Lord  Townshend  had 
assumed  was  not  to  be  effected  by  a  coup  de  main  : 


*  Under  various  pretences  these  gentlemen  endeavoured  to 
spirit  op  the  people  to  adopt  their  reseotments,  and  afiected 
to  take  refuge  in  the  arms  of  patriotism.  The  contest  produced 
a  series  of  political  letters,  replete  with  wit  and  humour^  ioierior 
perhaps  to  nothing  of  the  kind^  except  the  letters  of  Junius. 
They  have  been  collected  and  published  in  an  octavo  volume, 
under  the  title  of  BcartUarianq,. 
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forces  so  engaged,  marshalled,  and  commanded,  were  ^7^7. 
not  to  be  dislodged  by  a  sudden  charge :  regular 
and  cautious  approaches  were  to  be  made :  it  was 
requisite,  that  the  chief  governor  should  be  first 
popular,  then  powerful,  before  he  could  be  success- 
ful. His  lordship  to  those  convivial  fascinations, 
to  which  the  Irish  are  eminently  sensible,  superadd- 
ed as  many  personal  favors,  as  his  fiscal  resources 
admitted*.  He  judiciously  countenanced  the  cry 
for  septennial  parliaments ;  in  which  the  patriots  an- 
ticipated the  cure  of  gross  venality  by  the  return  of 
their  power  and  controul  over  their  repr^entatives. 
Government  indeed  felt^that  they  could  not  decently 
withhold  from  Ireland  what  England  had  so  long  en- 
joyed f. 

Dr.  Lucas  had  several  times  failed  in  his  endeavours  An  octen- 
to  procure  a  bill  for  limiting  the  duration  of  parlia-  obuincd. 
ment.     Now   however   a  septennilal  bill  was  trans- 
mitted, and  returned  altered  into  an  -octennial  one. 
There  appears  to  have  been  some  un£air  manoeuvring 

•  *  To  break  up  the  mischievoUft  system  of  the  Irish  Oligarchj, 
Lord  Townsbend  not  only  employed  the  means  furnished  by  go- 
vemment  J  but  had  the  singular  merit  of  having  sacrificed  his  own 
patrimony^  to  the  service  of  the  state>  The  alltjwance  of  1 60001. 
per  ann-,  sufficed  not  to  maintain  that  Establishment^  which  his 
zeal^  for  the  public  service,  and  tbe  liberality  of  his  own  disposition 
pointed  out  as  necessary.  This  nobleman  during  his  vice-royalty, 
contracted  a  heavy  debt ;  which  his  son  the  present  marquis  is 
now  selling  a  part  of  the  family' estate  to  discbarge. 

f  The  British  parliaments  have  continuance  for  seven  years, 
unless  sooner  dissolved  by  the  King,  by  1  Geo.  I.  c  38. 
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^7^*  in  the  British  cabinet^  in  order  by  a  side  wind  to  de* 
prive  the  Irish  of  that,  which  they  durst  not  openly 
refuse  them.  At  the  same  time  a  transmis^  was  made 
of  another  popular  bili  for  the  independance  of  the 
judges^  in  which  the  English  cabinet  bad  also  inserted 
some  alteration.  It  was  expected,  that  the  pertinacity 
of  the  Irish  commons  for  their  privflege  would  have 
induced  them  to  reject  any  bill,  into  which  an  altera- 
tion  had  been  introduced.  The  English  cabinet  was 
deceived :  the  Irish  commons  waved  the  objection  as 
to  the  limitation  bill^  in  order  to  make  sure  at  last  of 
what  they  had  so  long  tried  in  vain  to  procure  :  they 
considered!  that  by  objecting  on  tins  very  account  to 
the  judges'  bill,  they  kept  up  the  claim  to  their 
privilege :  for  although  this  latter  bill  had  been  par* 
dcularly  recommended  in  the  q>eech  pf  the  lord- 
lieutenant,  it  was  on  account  of  alterations  inserted  in 
it  in  England,  upon  the  report  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  compare  the  bill  with  the  heads  of  the  bill, 
unanimously  rejected  *. 
New  syt-         I'he  retum  of  the  octennial  bill  was  followed  by  a 

tern  of  Lord  ' 

fowDf-  grateful  address  to  the  throne  :  and  when  the  royal 
assent  was  given,  the  people  took  the  horsed  firom 
the  Lord  Lieutenant's  coach,  and  drew  him  to 
the  castle  with  enthusiastic  exultation  f  •     His  excel- 

# 

•  Vid.  8  Joorn.  Com.  p.  270.  < 

f  Dr.  Campbell,  five  years  from  that  time  observed,  (p.  58.) 
"  Notwithstanding  that  deed  were  so  pleasing  to  the  people^  yet 
they  then  began  to  thinks  that  that  favorite  law  was  of  no  other 
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fency's*  popularity  was  not  lasting.  By  dividing  ^J^ 
the  channel  of  favour  into  a  multitude  of  streams,  the 
gentlemen  of  the  house  of  commons  were  taught  to 
look  up  to  the  lord-lieutenant,  not  only  as  the  source, 
but  as  the  actual  dispenser  of  every  boon.  Not  even 
a  commission  in  the  revenue  of  40/.  a  year,  could  be 
disposed  of  but  through  him.  Thus  were  the  old 
undertakers  given  to  understand,  that  there  was  ano- 
ther way  of  doing  business,  than  through  them.  It 
was  not  without  violence  on  both  sides^  that  Lord 
Townshend  effected  his  purpose.  The  immediate  suf- 
ferers termed  this  alteration  in  the  system  of  govern- 
ing an  innovation,  which  they  artfully  taught  the 
people  to  resent^  as  a  national  grievance. 

Early  in  the  first  session,  the  attention  of  parliament  Augment^' 
was  drawn  to  the  consideration  of  the  army  upon  the  army. 
Irish  establishment.  A  message  was  sent  to  the  com- 
mons from  his  excellency  intimating,  that  his  Majesty 
thought  it  necessary^  that  his  army  upon  the  Irish  esta- 
blishment should  be  augmented  to  15,2S5  men.  In 
consequence  of  this  message,  a  committee  was  ap* 
pointed  to  enquire  into  the  state  of  the  miUtary  esta- 
blishment, and  also  into  the  application  of  the  money 
granted  for  its  support  from  25th  March,  1751.  The 
result  of  that  enquiry  brought  to  light  great  miscon- 
duct and  abuse  in  the  military  departments. 

The  unusual  interval  of  sixteen  months  between  the  u.  Towns- 

bend's  ma- 

uie^  than  to  increase  the  value  of  boroughs  ;  a  single  seat  in  one  of  the  new 
of  which  then  sold  for  2000 1.  at  least. ''  'y*^"°' 

•  Ibid. 
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17^0.     dissolution  of  the  old  and  the  nutting  of  the  new  par- 
liament was  sedulously  employed  by  the  lord-lieutenant 
in  forming  the  particular  arrangements  ^UK.  the  new 
members  for  carrying  on  the  work  off  gpyernmeint,- 
upon  the  new  system  of  the  immediate  inftuence  of 
the  chief  governor:    and  considering  tljj^; length  of 
possession,  the  nature  of  the  power,  the  struggle  of 
the  former  holders  to  retain  it,  and  their  personal 
weight  and  influence  upon  their  dependents,  his  efforts 
were  upon  the  whole  successful  for  a  first  essay.    On 
the  1 7th  of  October,  1769,  the  lord-lieutenant  met  the 
new  parliament.     Mr.  John  Ponsonby  was   unani-' 
mously  elected  speaker.  Lord  Townshend,  whose  spe-- 
ciai  mission  was  to  create  a  new  junto  in  support  of 
the  English    interest,   independent  of  their   former 
leaders,  had  not  so  matured  his  plan,  as  to  have  ensured, 
the  whole  game.     He  had  not  alterec^  the  nature,  but 
only  raised  the  price  of  accommodation.     As  in  the 
old,  so  in  the  new  system  some  cases  appear  to  have 
been  reserved  out  of  the  general  bargain.    Such  form- 
erly had   been  the  reservation    of  a   right    to   vote 
for  limited  parliaments.     Such  now  was  the  right  to 
resist  the  claim  of  the  English  council  to  originate 
money  bills   in  the  British  cabinet,  in  lieu  of  the  Irish 
house  of  commons.     The  matter  was  brought  fairly 
to  issue    between    them ;    the  commons  refused   to 
pass  the  money  bill,  and  came  to  an  imanimous  reso- 
lution, that  the  said  bill  was  rejected  because  it  did 
not  take  its  rise  in  that  house.     The  lord-lieutetlant 
protested  against   this  right  of  the   commons, .  and 
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Mdeavbiired,  but  in  vain,  to  enter  his  protest  lipori  17^- 
their  Journals  *.  The  house  would  not  submit  to 
this  encroachment  upon  their  privileges.  The  lords 
were  less,  inflexible,  and  after  much  opposition  and 
debate,  his  excellency's  protest  was  solemnly  record^ 
ed  on  the  Journals  of  the  house  of  peersf .  Only 
two  bills  passed  in  this  singular  and  short  session  of 
parliament  The  commons  were  dissatisfied  with  the 
papers  ordered  by  the  lord-limtenant  to  be  submitted  to 
them :  and  a  motion  was  made  by  way  of  amendment 
to  the  address,  with  a  view  to  procure  them  J.  Upon 
which  a  division  took  place  of  forty-seven  for,  and 
sixty- five  against  the  motion.  This  was  the  first 
trial  of  the  strength  of  the  lord-lieutenant's  newly 
marshalled  phalanx.  It  was  not  upon  any  of  the  ex- 
cepted questions ;  and  he  was  far  from  being  satisfied 
*ith  his  victory.  He  deferred  further  experiment, 
till  he  had  more  fully  secured  his  men. 

§  Once  more  was  the  money  bill  rejected  by  ninety*  Oppoiition 
four  against  seventy-one:  and  it  was  resolved,  tkat^^'^^- 

Cresses* 

the  said  bill  was  rejected  because  it  did  not  take  its 
rise  in  that  house.  The  lord  lieutenant  took  this  de. 
feat  so  much  to  hearty  that  he  resolved  to  bring  on 

*  This  matter  U  more  fiilly  handled  in  my  Historical  Review, 
vol*  I.  p.  Mg,  &c. 

t  In  the  Appendix,  No.  LX.  to  xoy  Historical  Review,  may  be 
teen  the  protest  of  the  five  dissentient  lords,  and  also  the  protest 
of  the  lord-lientenant,  and  the  whole  proceeding  thereupon  from 
the  Lords'  Journals. 

X  8  Jonm.  Com.  p.  2g5, 

f  Joum.  Com.  vol.  VIII.  p.  323. 
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^^^  no  more  goyenmient  questions  during  tbat  s^oa? 
or  until  be  could,  according  to  the  castle  phrase^  makt 
more  sure  of  the  King's  business.  The  jcepr^senta- 
tions  of  this  transaction  in  England  were  grossly 
insulting  to  Ireland.  Mr.  WoodialFs  Publk  Adver^^ 
tiser  contained  several  oflfensive  paragraphs*,  which, 
having  been  read,  it  was  resolved^  were  a  £U6f 
and  infamous  libel  upcm  the  proceedings  of  th9t 
house,  a  daring  invasion  of  the  parUaineni^  and  gq}^ 
culated  to  create  groundless  jealousies  between  \M 
Majesty's  faithful  subjects  of  Great  Britain  and  Ig?^ 
land :  it  was  therefore  ordered,  that  the  said  p^iper 
should  be,  af^d  it  was  accordingly  bttnu  by  the  hm4^ 

•  Jounu  Com.  vol.  Vf  li.  p.  344.  ''  Htbemitn  p«trioli$ni  is  f 
transcript  of  that  filthy  idol  worebipped  at  4be  Lopdoo  Tii^(eni> 
iosolence,  assumed  from  an  opinion  of  impunity,  usurps  the  pi||MDe> 
which  boldness  against  real  injuries  ought  to  hold.  The  refimBl 
of  the  late  bill,  because  it  was  not  brought  ifi  contrary  to  the 
practice  of  ages,  in  violation  of  the  ooostlttttion,  and  te  the  cer* 
tain  ruin  of  the  dependanoe  of  Ireland  u^  Great  Britain^  if  a 
behaviour  more  suiting  an  army  of  White-Boys,  than  the  gtawe 
representatives  of  a  nation.  This  is  the  most  daring  insult,  that 
has  been  offered  to  government.  It  must  be  counteracted  with 
firmness,  or  else  the  state  is  ruined.  Let  the  refractory  house  ht 
dissolved  ;  should  the  next  copy  their  example,  let  it  also  be  dis- 
iolved  \  and  if  die  same  spirit  of  ao^ious  lobstioaqr  ahixdd  eoo- 
tinue,  1  know  no  remedy  but  one,  and  it  is  eatrcgiely  pbvioas. 
The  parliament  of  Great  Britain  is  svproaaeover  its  coip^uests^  as 
well  as  colonies,  and  the  service  of  the  pation  miost  xu>t  j^  <M 
undone,  on  account  of  the  factious  obstinacy  of  a  paovipioif}  v 
sembly.  Let  our  legislature,  for  they  have  ap  undoubted  v^fi)^ 
vote  the  Irish  supplies  ;  and  so  save  a  uation,  .tbat  tJbMf  own  ob* 
jitinate  representatives  endeavcQ^  to  ruip.** 
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of  the  commbn  hangman^  on  the  20th  of  December,     K^» 
in  the  presence  of  the  sheriffs  and  an  immense  crowd. 

*On  the  sane  day.  Sir  Charles  Bingham  brought  M^reaUno- 
up  the  report  from  the  committee*  to  which  it  had  t»oiiofxht 
b«^en  referred,  to  enquire  into  the  state  of  the  pensions. 
The  ministerial  party,  apprised  of  his  excellency's  in- 
tention to  prorogue  the  parliament  within  the  week, 
and   sensible,   th:it   the  subject  of  pensions  was  too 
green  a  wound  to  be  probed  in  that  temper  of  the 
house,  moved  to  adjourn    the  further  consideration 
of  the  report  till  after  the  holidays*     On  this  tender 
subject  many  of  the  nunistv^'ialists,  who  had  quitted 
their  ranks  o.?  ;hc  former  questions,  fell  back  accord- 
ing to  thi'ir  enga^jements,  and  outvoted  the  patriots  by 
a  majority  of  Jiiuc.     Tlie  patriots  resolved  to  address 
his  excellency  to  Inform  them,  whether  it  were  his  in^ 
tcniion  to  prorogue  the  paillament  sooner  than  usual* 
'J'he  lord-lieutenant  once  more   failed   in  douig  the 
Kmg\^  Inisittcss.     Upon  a  division  on  the  main  quefi- 
tion  the  minister  was  oppos^id  by  1 06,  and  supported 

only  by  73t- 

On   the  very  next    day.   Sir  George  Macartney,  Lord-HeuM* 
the  secretary,  repDrted  to  the  house  his  excellency's  gncioast«« 

...  .1  *  •  •  swcTi  And 

answer,  which  was  nciihcr  ambyuous  nor  gracious.  pariiuaMi 
On  the  26th  of  December  his  excellency  put  an  end  P'°"***^ 
to  the  session,  on  which  occasion  the  speaker,  Mr. 
John  Ponsonby,  at  the  bar  of  the  hour.e  of  peers,  made 

•  .Toiirn.  Comm.vol.  VIII.  p.  353. 

t  lb.  11.353. 

VOL.  iU  M 
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\jyu  a  very  spirited  speech*.  His  excellency  maide  a  verf 
^^^^^  pointed  speech  to  the  eofXimonSy  setting  forth  his  rea^ 
sons  for  protesting  against  their  condticty  wliich  <hey 
gave  orders  to  their  clerk  not  to  enter  on  their  Jour^ 
nals.  The  parliament  was  iAx)rogued  to  the  20th  of 
March,  1770,  afid  by  five  sHccessire  proclamations  i( 
was  prorogued  ultimately  to  the  26th  of  February^ 
1771,  for  the  dispatch  of  business. 
Fffectt  of        This  measure  of  depriving  the  nation  of  the  benefit 

thttC  UAU- 

siiai  piotD-  of  their  n  presentatives,  because  a  majority  of  them 
had  stood  up  firmly  for  their  privileges,  coupled  witb 
the  effect  produced  by  some  .angry  expressions  of  the 
secretary  in  debate,  threw  the  public  xnind  into  an 
irritation^  which  was  not  confined  to  Ireland.  A  motion 
was  made  in  the  British  house  of  conmions^  by  the 
Hon.  Boyle  Walsinghamf,  on  the  late  extraordinary 
prorogation  of  the  Irish  parliaiAent,  for  an  address  to 
his  Majesty^  to  give  directions  to  lay  before  that  house  a 
copy  of  all  instructions  to  the  lord-lieutenant  relating 
to  the  late  sudden  proYogatbn  of  the  Irish  parliament, 
at  a  time  when  affairs  of  the  greatest  national  imporN 

*  It  18  remar)Uble«  that  the  Journals  of  (he  lords  take  no 
notice  of  the  speaker's  speech  to  the  lord-lluetenant ;  that  n^ 
peiTs  obly  in  the  Journals  of  the  conamons  (voL  VHI.  p.  354.) 
and  the  Journals  of  this  commonB  make  no  mention  of  the  loid* 
lieutenant's  speech  to  the  commons :  that  appears  in  the  voL  IV. 
of  the  lords*  JonmaU,  p.  538,  the  whole  of  which^  with  the  pro- 
ceedings and  protest,  are  to  be  seen  in  the  Appendix^  No,  LXL 
of  my  Historical  Review, 

t  Parliam.Dcb.  vol.  V.  p.309. 
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ance  to  that  kmgdoin  were  depending,  together  with  W 
the  papen,  on  which  the  instructions  were  founded, 
and  his  answers ;  and  likewise  a  copy  of  a  message  re- 
lative to  the  augmentation  of  the  forces.  The  motion 
was  seconded  by  the  Right  Hon.  George  Grenville, 
who  maintained^  that  the  late  prorogation  was  most 
unconstitutional.  Lord  North  justified  the  prorogadbn 
and  augmentation,  and  negsltived  the  qtiestiou^  by  a 
division  of  1 78  against  66. 

During  this  Extraordinary  cessation  of  parliament,  tond^i^ 
the  lord-ueUtenant  redoubled  his  enbrts  to 'complete  cenm< 
his  operdse  system  of  ensuring  a  majority  of  indivi-  put^du 
duals.     He  gained  several  of  the  opposite  party ;  at  Hou. 
the  head  of  whom  shone  conspicuous,  the  great  gutm^ 
dam  patriot^  Mr.  Sexton  Pery. 

With  this  accession  of  force  ihe  lord-lieutenant  faced  Lorii^o 
the  parliament  in  full  confidence.  Addresses  were  voted  ^e  ne^ 

1  ptrliam 

as  usiidl  to  his  Majesty  and  the  lord-lieutenant.  In 
their  address  to  the  King,  the  commons  returned  thanks 
(o  his  Majesty  for  continuing  LoM  Toiit^asend  in  the 
goveAimcfnti  The  address  was  carried  by  1 S2  against 
107*  In  consequence  thereof  the  speaker,  Mr.  John 
JPonsonby^  wrote  a  spirited  letter,  which  was  commu- 
nicated to  the  house  by  the  derk^  intimating,  that  ad 
such  thanks  seemed  to  convey  a  censure  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, and  a  relinquishment  of  the  privileges  of  the 
commons,"  his  respect  to  them  intist  prevent  his  being 
the  instrument  of  delivering  such  an  addMs*;  and  he! 
requested  them  to  elect  another  speaker,  who  might 
hot  think  such  condlict  inconsistent  with  hi.  honour. 
The  commons  thereupon  elected  Edmond  Sexton 

iiS 
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^771'    Pery,  Esq.  speaker.    He  had  a  majority  of  four  votes. 

Mr.  J.  Poiisonby   was  as  much  applauded   by  the 

people  for  his  spirit  aiiJ  principle,  as  Mr.  Pery  was 

reviled  and  cxc*ciaied. 

LoriT.iwn-      'I'jie  patdois  would  submit  to  nothinj^  without  a  di- 
sced srcures    ^  ^  ^  ^ 

a^urc-.Ta-  vision,  and  upon  each  they  gradually  decreased^  in 
u.k:  ut  I..C  so  much,  that  thvi  lord-lieutenant  mii'ht,  on  every  oc- 
casion,  command  a  i'Ure  n:ajority  of  one-third  of  the 
whole  house.  The  patriots,  however,  resolved  to 
leave  upon  their  Jvjuruals  a  faithful  portrait  of  their 
suILiiug  and  dc;;raJicd  country;  and  therefore  moved 
an  addrei>s  to  his  Majesty,  pardcularly  expressive  of 
their  sense  of  thu  abuse  of  government  authority  and 
innucncc.  The  y  took  great  offence  at  the  words  con- 
tained in  tlie  address  of  thanks  for  his  excellency's  j';/.*^ 
and  prudent  adminisLraUon.  In  the  lords  similar  ob- 
jections were  taken  to  their  address,  which  thanked  his 
Majesty  lor  continuing  Lord  Townsend  in  the  govern^ 
ment,  whose  justice  and  integrity  were  particularly  com- 
mended. The  address  was  opposed  by  fifteen  lords, 
who,  in  their  protest,  handed  down  to  posterity  the 
real  grounds  of  their  opposition  to  Lord  Townsend's 
administration*. 
Fiscal  f^      The  national  debt  of  Ireland  was  heavily  accumu- 

sourcn  of.,,.  ... 

Ireland  in-  latcd  dunng  the  administration  of  Lord  Townsend. 

arltquatc  to  _^  ^  ,  .  ,  .   ,  , 

LordTown.  1  et,  aitef  the  experience,  which  two  years  and  a  quar- 
"  ter  had  given  him,  of  the  inadequacy  of  tbe  fiscal  re- 
sources of  that  kingdom  ft)  answer  his  new  plan  of 

♦  The  address  of  tlie  commons  and  protest  of  the  lords  are  in- 
t»restinsT,  and  may  be  seen  in  my'Historical  Review,  vol.  L  p« 
4(V,  408.  409,  410,  and  in  it's  Appendix,  ^^o.  LXIL 
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keeping  up  the  English  interpstj  he  feared  to  call  for  '7/3. 
any  supplies,  a!le^^ing  in  his  sp^^ech  to  parliament,  on 
the  26th  of  February,  1771,  that  with  very  strict  eco- 
nomy, the  duties  granted  last  session  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  answer  the  expenses  of  his  Majesty's  govern- 
ment, without  further  supply.  But  when  he  met  the 
parliament  in  October,  1771,  he  told  them,  that  it 
was  with  concern,  that  he  must  ask  a  sum  of  money 
to  discharge  the  arrears  already  incurred  on  his  Ma- 
jesty's establishments  *. 

The  remainder  of  Lord  Townsend's  administration  The  only 
went  over  without  further  opposition.     His  natural  f^'Jii^lhc 
umanity  and  benevolence  soitened  as  much  as  pos-  ihoiics  dui- 
sible  the  rigour  of  the  popery  laws.     Having  been  so  TownTendi 
successful  in  proselytizing  for  the  state  by  pensions,  SentT' 
he  applied  his  specific  to  the  evangelizing  for  the 
church,  by  adding  10/.  to  the  SO/,  yearly  allowed  by 
the  8th  of  Ann,  to  every  popish  priest,  who  should  be- 
come protestant.     For,  as  the  act  recite.s*,  it  had  been 
found  by  experience,  that  the  former  provision  of  5)()/, 
per  ann.  w(i.s  in  no  respect  a  mfficicni  eficnnragementfar 
popish  priests  to  become  conrerts ;  therefore  4<>/.  per 
ann.  were  in  future  allowed  them,  to  be  levied  on  the 

*  Strong  objections  have  bcreu  made  to  the  unconstitutional  sys* 
tcin  of  Lord  Townsend's  adminibiralion,  b<:th  in  and  out  of  par- 
liament. He  had  so  completed  his  systt-ni  of  innnai^ing  the  house 
of  commons,  ih.it  he  could  on  all  ocrasioi.s  Bccure  a  miijority  of  one- 
third  :  and  by^such  majority  did  he  cany  the  qu'  stion  on  seven- 
teen difterent  divisions,  on  the  two  first  Hays  oMhr  session.  Many 
of  these  (juesiions  turned  upon  mere  maltrrs  of  fact,  which. the 
patriots  charged  him  with  having  d.islj,n-.dly  niifreprcsenlv'd,  in 
order  to  deceive  the  people. 

M  3 
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lyy^    inhabitants  of  the  district,  whereiq  the  convert  last 
resided.     This  act  ^or  the  encouragement  of  convert^ 
to  the  protestant  religion  was  counterbalanced   by 
another  act  made  in  the  same  session,  supposed  to  be 
favourable  to  the  catholics,  and  which,  in  times  of  less 
liberality,  had  be^n  repeatedly  rejected,  as  tending  to 
encourage  popery*    This  was  An  Act  to  encourage  the 
reclaiming  of  unprofitable  Bogs  * ;  by  which  a  catholio 
n^gfat  be  at  liberty  to  take  a  lease  of  fifty  plantatioii 
acres  of  bog,  with  one  half  an  acre  of  arable  land  ad« 
joinings  if  the  depth  qf  the  bog  from  the  suriace^ 
when  reclaimed,  were  four  feet  at  least.    Every  effort 
to  counteract  the  system  so  successfully  established  by 
this  lord-lieutenant  became  not  only  negatively  fruit- 
less, but  positively  mischievous,  by  increasing  the  evil 
and  extending  the  infection.     As  this  governor  had 
so  completely  succeeded  in  establishing  a  systematic 
management  of  parliament,  it  was  judiciciously  ob- 
served in  the  year  1775,   that  his  successor.  Lord 
Harcourt^  'then- found  the  parliament  of  Ireland  as 
obsequious  as  thaf  qf  Great  Britain,  j^ 
Admitt^      When  Lord  Harcqurt  assumed  the  government  in 
Harcoort.    October,  1773,  he  had  Jittle  to  do,  but  to  continue 
the  system,  under-  which  his  predecessor  had  with  so 
much  perseverance  and  charge  established  the  new 
English  interest.     Lore}  ClareJ   has  observed,   that 
Lord  Harcourt  was  chqsen  as  a  man  of  amiable  clia? 

*  11  and  12  Geo.  III.  c.xxi. 
f  Camb.  Phil.  Surv.  p  6g. 
I  Clare  vbi  supra* 
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taeter,  easy  dbpo^tion,  and  of  no  other  ambition,  than  1773. 
to  move  by  direction^  and  thus  acquire  the  approba* 
don  of  his  immediate  employers.  He  had  been  nearly 
twelve  months  in  Ireland  before  h^  met  the  parliament, 
on  the  12th  of  October,  1778»  His  excellency's 
speech  was  a  mere  pledge  faithfully  to  apply  and  fru- 
gally to  administer  the  supplies.  The  first  stand  made 
by  the  patriots,  was  upon  an  alarm  at  the  intention  of 
government,  in  laying  the  accounts  before  the  houses 
to  hold  back  several  of  the  documents,  which  would 
bring  to  light  the  means  used  in  the  late  administra- 
tion to  ensure  a  majority  to  do  the  King's  business. 
To  *  a  motion  made  for  their  production,  an  amend- 
ment was  proposed,  by  adding  the  words,  as  Jar  as 
there  are  materials  for  that  purpose.  The  amend- 
ment was  carried  by  08  against  52*  Thus  was  it  left 
in  the  discretion  of  the  government  to  bring  forward 
or  hold  back  what  materials  they  chose.  The  most 
acceptable  act  of  the  present  session  was  the  repeal  of 
that  unconstitutional  one  for  the  trial  of  offenders  out 
of  their  own  counties,  passed  in  Lord  Townsend's  ad- 
mimstration.  The  objections  taken  by  the  patriots  to 
Lord  TowQsend's  new  system  of  securing  a  parlia-p 
pientary  majority  were  confirmed  and  aggravated  by 
the  necessity  bis  successor  was  under  of  providing  for 
the  discharge  of  an  arrear  of  265,000/.  and  imposing 
an  additional  burthen  of  100,000/.  a  year. 

Lord  Harcourt's  administration  at  first  promised  so  au 


'.'  :i  «C  '. 


much  intention  to  promote  the  real  interest  of  Ireland,  po^     / 

gOVi: 

Itlc  :.  \ 

leji    :.J- 

*  Joum.  Com.  vol.  IX.  p.  16. 
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'rr*-  that  it  met  with  ih?  support  of  several  popular  cha- 
racrcT?,  which  afterwdn'.s  opposed  it,  when  they  found 
it  conducred  upon  the  principles  and  plan  of  Lord 
Town<:end.  Lurd  Harcourt  had  the  exclusive  merit 
cf  having  proposed  an  absenti^e  tax,  to  be  paid  by  rdl 
persons,  who  should  not  actually  reside  in  that  kins;- 
doni  f;.>r  the  space  of  six  months  in  each  year.  This 
measure,  though  highly  desirable,  could  not  so  de- 
cently h^  pressed  by  the  representatives  of  the  Fng- 
lish  governn)enr,  as  left  to  the  freedom  of  the  Iribh 
parliament,  whose  interest  it  more  immediately  con- 
cerned. It  was  not  made  a  government  question,  and 
most  of  the  son-ants  of  the  crown  voted  ac;ainst  it. 
Considering  the  powerful  interest  madf  against  the 
tax  by  the  most  considerable  land-owners:  on  both 
sides  of  the  water,  the  small  majority,  by  which  it 
was  rejected,  is  rather  to  be  wondered  at :  there  being 
102  for  and  122  against  the  measure*. 
tflftf  War-       To  the  further  credit  of  Lord  Harcoun's  admi- 

court  opens 

theiioorio  nistration  must  be  laid  the  merit  of  havin-::  opened  the 
lights.  door  of  Civil  liberty,  through  ^\  hich  the  groat  body  of 
the  Irish  was  afterwards  admitted  to  some  of  tlie 
rights  of  subjects.  The  British  nnnistry  began  about 
this  time  to  bo  alarmed  at  the  too  deeply  rooted  dis- 
contents of  the  king's  American  subjects.  The  con- 
stitutional   maxim,    no   reprey^ntatij^i^    no   taxatio'i\ 

•  The  cnTTospoiidence  between  Lord  Ncrih  and  srme  oi  the 
chief  land  ow.i^rs  resident  in  England,  whooj'pohtd  the  measure, 
will  fully  aiifl  f.tirlv  di>play  the  groiii.'lo  ot"  i:s  failure.  These 
were  die  Duke  of  Devonshire,  Lurds  Bes- orongh,  Os.^orv,  Rock- 
iiigbain,  and  Milton,     Vid.  my  Hisloiical  Review,  p.  «i'jj. 
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\ffas  carried  into  action  on  the  other  side  of  the  At-  17?4. 
lantic^  and  the  fatal  and  the  ilUadvised  resistance  end- 
ed in  the  avulsion  of  that  bright  western  gem  from  the 
imperial  diadem.  Lord  North  clearly  saw  the  inver- 
sion of  many  constitutional  maxims,  when  brought 
practically  to  bear  upon  the  bulk  of  the  Irish  nation. 
He  instructed  the  lord-lieutenant  to  endeavour  to  en  • 
gage  the  affections  of  the  catholics  by  gradual  relaxa- 
tions of  the  penal  code.  ♦  Leave  was  given  to  bring 
in  the  heads  of  a  bill  to  secure  the  repayment  of 
money,  lent  by  papists  to  protestants  on  mortgages ; 
and  that  it  might  be  understood  to  be  a  government 
measure  of  grace,  Mr.  Mason,  Sir  Lucius  O'Bryen, 
and  Mr.  Langrishe,  determined  supporters  of  govern* 
ment,  were  ordered  to  bring  it  in.  t  On  the  preceding 
day  leave  had  been  given  to  bring  in  heads  of  a  bill  to 
enable  papists  to  take  leases  for  lives  of  lands.  But  nei- 
ther of  these  bills  at  that  time  proceeded.  The  easy 
mind  of  Lord  Harcourt  was  persuaded,  that  their  pass- 
ing would  create  disturbances  in  parliament,  and  inter^ 
rupt  that  quiet  majority,  which  he  had  it  strongly  in 
command  to  keep  up.  The  British  ministry  sent  pos^ 
tive  orders,  that  some  act  of  the  legislature  should  be 
passed  in  that  session  of  a  conciliatory  tendency  to  the 
cdtholics-  Leiive  was  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  en- 
able his  majesty's  subjects  of  whatever  persuasion  to 
testify  their  allegiance  upon  oath  I ;  aad  as  the  bill  re- 

*  Comm.  Jouni.  p.  28. 
f  p  Com-  Journ.  p.  27. 

X  Com.  Journ.  p.  11  J.     Mi-  Robert  F;cnrh,  and  Sir  Lucius 
0  £ri?:u  tw'^  iii':]l-.tcrial  uioiubcri».  wei*  ordered  lo  bring  It  in. 
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1774.  mitted  no  part  of  the  then  existing  code  of  severity, 
but  purported  merely  a  permission  to  the  catholics  of 
expressing  their  allegiance  to  their  sovereign,  which 
before  they  had  not^  it  passed  both  houses  without  ob- 
struction or  opposition*.  It  gratified  the  catholics, 
inasmuch  as  it  was  a  formal  recognition,  that  they 
were  subjects ;  and  to  this  recognition  they  looked  up 
as  to  the  comer-stone  of  their  future  emancipation. 
^mI^S  ^^  opening  the  session  in  Octob^,  1775,  the  lori- 
toAmeric*.  lieutenant  referred  to  som^  acts,  which  the  Britisb 
legislature  had  passed  during  the  recess  of  the  Irish 
parliament,  for  the  encouragement  of  Irish  agriculture 
and  commerce.  Such  were  the  extension  of  the  ad* 
vantages  of  British  fisheries  to  Ireland :  the  allowing 
the  importation  of  rape-seed  into  Great  Britain  fnmi 
Ireland^  and  a  bounty  granted  by  Great  3ritain  upon 
the  importation  of  flai;  into  Irelandt  Hence  arose 
several  debates  in  the  British  house  of  commons,  in  one 
of  which  a  very  improvident  and  unequivocal  declara- 
tion was  made  by  Mr.  Rigby  f,  that  the  parliametU  of 
Great  Britain  had  a  right  to  tax  Ireland  in  all  casci 
y;haifoever  as  well  as  America. 
Effects  pf        The  diflferences  between  America  and  her  mother 

Amerk-an 

reheUkm     country  had  now  broken  mto  open  war,     Most  pf  the 

*  0  Jourp.  Cora.  p.  160.  13  and  14  Ceo-  III.  c-  xxxr.  For 
the  form  of  this  oath  or  test,  vide  Appendix,  ^o.  LXIII.  to  mj 
Historical  Review. 

•f  He  had  been  Secretary  to  the  Dukp  of  Bedford,  nnd  then 
enjoyed  the  sinecure,  as  i;i  those  days  was  the  office  of  Master  of 
the  Rolls  in  Ireland- 
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ding  members  of  the  Whig-party  in  both  countriea  177^; 
hich  furnished  that  administration,  which  put  aiv 
1  to  the  American  war)  opposed  the  war  upon  prin? 
Ae :  they  inveighed  against  the  unconstitutional  ex? 
ions  of  the  ministry,  and  in  their  debates  fell  little 
)rt  of  justif;^ing  the  American  rebellion.  The  ana- 
;y  between  America  and  Ireland  was  too  close  to 
»  unnoticed ;  and  the  defection  6f  the  American 
ionies  produced  strong  eflfects  upon  Ireland.  The 
portation  of  Irish  linen  for  America  ha4  been  very 
isiderable ;  but  now  this  great  source  of  national 
alth  was  totally  shut  up,  by  an  extraordinary  stretch 
prerogative.  Under  the  pretext  of  preventing  the 
ncricans  from  being  supplied  with  provisions  from 
land,  an  embargo  was  laud  on  the  exportation  of 
lyislons.from  Ireland, which  in  prejudicing  that  king- 
01*  sepred  only  to  favor  the  adventures  of  British 
itraccors.  This  embargo,  combined  with  bther 
1968,  produced  the  most  melancholy  effects.  Wool 
1  black  cattle  fell  considerably  in  value,  as  did  also 
4.  The  f^ants  ia  many  places  were  unable  to  pay 
\  rents,  ^mf  public  credit  was  almost  extinct.  The 
xiots  msule  several  ineffectual  attempts  to  bring 
(listers  to  the  relief  of  their  suffering  country.  The 
listry  proposed  to  withdraw  4000  troops  out  of  the 
iblishmeQt,  though,  not.  to  be  paid  by  Ireland,  whilst 
y  were  not  employed  in  that  kingdom.  To. this  the 
;h  objected  not.  But  to.  the  surprize  and  embarrass- 
nt  of  government,  a  proppsiiion  for  introducing  4<XX) 
eign  troops,  though  protestants,  into  that  kingdom 
s  negatived  by  nearly  as  large  a  majority,  as  that  by 
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1775.  which  government  questions  were  usually  carried; 
namely,  by  106  against  f)8.  The  house  followed  up 
their  vote  with  a  strong  address  to  his  excellency,  as- 
suring  him,  that  by  their  exertions  they  would  render 
such  aid  unnecessary  for  the  defence  of  the  realm*, 

*  9  Journ.  Com.  p.  243. 

To  his  Excellency,  Simon,  Earl  Harcourt,  Lord- Lieutenant  Ge- 
neral and  General  Governor  of  Ireland.  The  humble  address 
of  the  Knightly  Ciiizens,  and  Burgesses  in  parliament  as- 
sembled* 

- ''  May  it  plbase  tour  Excbllinct, 

^'  Wb  his  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  ilie 
commons  of  Ireland,  in  parliament  assembled,  droply  impressed 
with  a  sense  of  the  many  blessings  we  enjoy  under  his  majesty's 
government,  humbly  request,  that  your  exctUency  will  be  pleased 
to  assure  his  mnjcsty  of  our  zeal  at  all  times  for  the  supp9rt  of 
his  just  rights,  and  for  the  honor  and  safety  of  the  British  empire. 
That  your  excdlency  will  be  pleased  to  express  tlie  ready  and 
cheerful  concurrence  of  his  majesty's  faithful  commons  in  sending* 
out  of  thiii  kingdom  a  force  not  exceeding  4000  men,  part  of  the 
troops  upon  this  establishment  appointed  to  remain  in  this  king- 
dom for  its  defence.  That  your  excellency  will  be  jleast^d  to 
assure  his  majesty,  tliat  we  acknowledge  his  paternal  regard  to  the 
ease  and  relief  of  this  country,  manifested  in  his  majesty's  most  gra« 
cious  intention,  that  such  part  of  iiis  army  as  may  be  sent  out  of  this 
kingdom  during  the  present  exigency,  shall  not  be  continued  a 
charge  upon  this  establishmrnt,  so  loii;^  as  iliey  shall  remain  (»ut 
of  this  kingdom.  That  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  return 
his  majesty  our  most  grateful  thanks  for  his  gracious  decl  a  ration,  that 
his  majesty  hath  nothing  more  at  heart  than  the  security  and  pro- 
tection of  his  people  of  Ireland,  uf  which  hih  majesty  has  given  a 
signal  proof,  by  his  off  r,  if  it  shall  be  the  desire  of  parliament, 
to  replace  such  forces  as  may  be  s-nt  out  of  this  kingdom,  by  an 
equal  number  of  Protestant  troops,  the  charge  thereof  to  be  de- 
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This  conduct  of  the  Irish  commons  may  be  consider-  ^J^^ 
ed  the  first  step  taken  by  the  representatives  of  the  11]"^^",^^^ 
Irish  people  towards  attaining  that  state  of  civil  li-  J^j-^^'^j*'" 
berty,  which  was  obtained  by  the  nation  in  what  Mr.  i?**:*- 
Burke  called  their  revolution  of  1782.  The  patriots 
leaving  been  supported  on  some  national  questions  by 
several  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  house^  moved 
several  addresses  a:id  resolutions  strongly  descriptive 
of  the  oppressed  and  distracted  state  of  the  country, 
which  although  they  did  not  carry,  yet  they  perpe- 
tuated their  sense  and  feelings  upon  the  subject  by  re- 
cording them  on  the  journals.  They  particularly 
complained,  that  their  real  grievances  were  not  fairly 
represented  to  his  majesty,  and  they  boldly  assured 
hu  excellency^  that  the  representation  of  them  to  the 
King  wa$*ai>  indispensable  duty  incumbent  upon  him^ 
because  the  measures,  which  had  perplexed  their  re- 
venues, increased  their  debt,  and  insulted  their  counr 
try,  though  they  must  suppose  not  agreeable  to  his 
excellency's  sentiments,  had  all  taken  place  under  his 
administration.     Such  analogy  existed  between  the 


frafed  without  any  expense  to  thi^  kingdom.  And  we  entreat 
your  cxcelleiicy,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  assure  his  majesty, 
that,  folly  lenuble  of  bis  majesty's  benevolent  attention  to  his 
fiitthfial  coramoDB,  after  mature  deliberation,  they  h&ve  agreed  uot 
to  doMre  that  the  4000  troops,  which  may  be  sent  out  of  this 
kingdom  in  the  present  exigency,  sliould  be  replaced,  as  mentioned 
hi  your  excellency's  message}  confiding  lo  the  vigilance  and  care 
of  government,  and  trusting,  ihat  with  its  assistance,  his  majesty's 
loyal  people  of  Irdandmay  be  able  so  to  exert  themselves,. as  to 
make  Mich  aid  at  this  juncture  unn^ssary.' 


»» 
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cases  of  Ireland  aftd  America,  that  it  became  fashion- 
able  botb  in  and  out  of  parliament  to  draw  the  pa- 
rallel. The  American  war  nev^  was  popular  either 
in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland;  In  the  latter,  the  people 
assuified  the  cause  of  America  from  sympathy;  m 
the  former  they  abetted  it  upon  priiidple.  Govern- 
ment was  seriously  alstrmed  at  the  honorable  lights  in 
which  the  American  struggle  wsis  geMtally  Wewed  *i 


*  Tlie  American  dispute  very  particularij  fittni6'led  (be  c6hsi- 
deration  of  the  citizens  of  Dublin.     In  177^,  the  Earl  of  Ef* 
tinghanii  whose  regiment  was  ordered  to  act  against  the  colonies, 
tesigned  his  command.    The  city  of  Dublin,  at  the  Midsummer 
quarter  assembly « voted  him  pliblic  thanks,  '*  for  having  tbhslbtent* 
\y  with  the  principles  of  a  true  EngKshman  refused  W  draw  his 
sword  against  the  lives  and  liberlM  of  his  fellow- subjcets  In  Ame- 
rica.*'   Soon  after  an  address  of  thanks,  in  fuller  terms,  yras  pre- 
sented to  him  from  the  guild  of  merchants  .of  Qoblin :  the  latter 
also  presented  an  address  of  thanks  to  the  several  peers,  ii^ho  (as 
they  said)    "  in  support  of  the  constitutionj  and  in  opposition  td 
i  weak  and  wicfked  administration,  protested  against  the  Ame- 
rican  Restraining  Bills.**     They  afterwards  came  to  other  resolu- 
tions, which  they  prefaced  with  pointed  strictures  on  those,  who' 
ID  any  wise  prcmoted  the  acts  then  can^'ing  on  in  America,  as 
UtU  on  aecount  of  the  injured  inhabitants  of  tliat  counfr)',  as 
of  their  own  brave  countrymen,  sent  on  the  unnatural  errand 
of  killing  their  fellow- subjects.    They  resolved.  That  it  was  (he 
duty  of  e\'ery  good  citizen  to  ''  exert  his  utmost  abilities  to  al- 
lay the  ctnhappy  disputes,  that  then  disturbed  the  British  empire. 
And  that  whoever  should  refuse  bis  consent  to  a  dutiful  petition  to 
the  king,  tending  to  undeceive  his  majesty  and  by  which  h  could 
be  hoped  tbot  the  eflMon  of  one  drop  of  lobject  blood  might  be 
preventedi  was  not  a  ffiend  to  the  British  constitution.**  These  sym- 
pathies of  the  citizens  of  Du'blio  with  the  cauae  of  America,  werd 
common  to  a  great  pari  of  the  natioD^  partietilarly  of  the  oortb. 
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iiid  endeavoured  to   discredit   their   cause  to   the     1777* 
utmost.  ^-v-*' 

The  first  octennial  parliament  had  scarcely  lived  Parfitmcnt 

r  J    •  dissolved. 

four  years,  when  the  British  cabinet  found  it  expe- 
dient^ that  it  should  be  dissolved.     The  syihptoms  of 
independency  and  resistance  to  the  British  mandates 
tnanifested  in  the  last  session,  alarmed  gorvemmcnfy 
and  created  a  diffidence  in  the  SIteadiness  of  those^  who 
had  enlisted  under  their  new  banners.     They  looked 
to  more  passive  obedience  in  a  future  parliament.    Mr. 
Pery  was  by  the  last  parliament  re-elected  speaker. 
Lord  Harcourt  never  met  the  new  parliament,  which 
was  convened  in  June^  1776,  pro  forma,  and  by  se- 
veral prorogations  went  over  to  the  I4th  of  October, 
1777**     The  Briti^  cabinet  was  little  satisfied  with 
the  administration  of  Lord  Harcourt*     The  easy  and 
delicate  turn  of  his  mind  ill  qualified  him  to  support, 
much  less  to  improve  upon  the  late  system.     Govern- 
ment upon  the  whole  still  retained  a  majority  n  yet  seve- 
ral of  their  adherents  had  occasionally^  during  the  la&r 

^  Id  the  tntemiediftte  time,  ( I5th  February,  1/76),  Mr.  Thotn.is 
'BowiMend,  afterwards  Lord  Sydney^  made  a  motion  in  the  British 
home  of  eoomions/  strongly  reflecting  upon  Lord  Harcourt^  for 
hiving  ia  bkescd  of  the  privileges,  and  in  derogation  of  the  honor 
■nd  authority  of  the  Irish  house  of  coinmons,  sent  a  very  uncon- 
•tiiutiotial  mfimigit  to  them  signed  with  his  own  hand.  It  chiefly 
regarded  the  removal  of  4000  men  frotn  the  Imb  establisfamenr, 
and  the  substitution  by  foreign  troops.  It  produced  a  long  debate 
and  three  diviaioiis  upon  subsequent  motions  on  the  same  subject : 
which  torere  all  nc|;attved.  The  fasX,  dh^isibn  was  of  224  to  100. 
This  was  the  general  proportioa  at  this  time  of  Lord  North's 
mnjorititfc 
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1777'  session,  proved  recreant  from  their  instructions ;  some 
had  deserted  their  ranks,  many  wavered,  menaced> 
and  complained  of  the  terms  of  their  engagements* 
Therefore  to  invigorate  the  system  some  short  time 
before  the  election  of  a  new  parliament,  an  unusual 
promotion  took  place*.  Many  other  engines  were  in 
the  mean  time  put  in  motion  for  the  same  purpose  f. 


*  Ir  fiir  exceeded  tlic  laraous  promotion  of  twelve  in  the  day^ 
of  Queen  Ann.  Imvj  viscounts  were  advanced  to  earldoms,  seven 
barons  to  be  viscounts,  and  eiglitcen  new  barons  were  created  on 
the  same  day.  Thv;  market  terms  of  such  modem  ixxTages  wcie 
an  engagement  to  support  the  party  of  their  promoters  by  their 
individual  voles  in  th'^  Peers,  and  by  those  of  thtrir  substitutes  in 
the  Commons,  whose  seats  were  settled  before  tJi<:y  vacated  them 
upon  their  promotions. 

f  About  this  time,  Mr.  Sawbridge  mo\'ed  !n  the  British  house 
of  commons*,  "  that  his  majesty's  colonies  in  America  be  conti- 
nued u|X)n  the  same  footing  of  giving  and  granting  tlieir  money> 
a^  his  mnjesty's  subjects  in  Ireland  were,  by  their  own  represen- 
tatives :'*  on  which  occasion,  the  Honorable  Temple  Luttrell 
observed,  that  whoever  had  at  heart  their  interests  and  happiness 
would  provide  for  them  a  better  constitution,  than  that  of  Ireland. 
A  |x?ople  so  wretched,  so  oppressed,  were  scarcely  to  be  found  in 
any  civilized  part  of  the  gbbe.  On  this  occasion  severe  allusion 
was  made  to  the  prodigality  of  lavishing  Irish  titles  on  persons 
unconnected  with  tiiat  kingdom,  with  particular  reference  to  Lord 
Mncdonald,  whose  family  had  no  other  claim  to  become  heredi- 
tary legislators  for  Ireland,  than  their  prominent  zeal  for  the  house 
of  Stuait,  in  the  )ears  1715  and  1/45.  The  cliarge  of  thus  de« 
prcciating  the  Irish  peer.ngc  was  dcfe^idcd  by  Mr.  Rigby.  merely 
on  the  strength  of  precedent.  He  had  the  assurance  to  add>  that 
if  that  creation  did  no  good  :  it  would  do  no  harm. 

•   Viz.  on  the  loih  of  May,  1770. 
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en  Lord  Buckinghamshire  assumed  the  reins 
emment,  he  found  the  country  in  deplorable 
s.    In  Dublin  the  manufacturers  would  have 
ed  but  for  contributions  and  charity;     Govern- 
was  unable  to  make  grants,  either  to  promote 
try,  or  to  relieve  distress.     Every  branch  of 
evenue  failed,  and  such  was  the  poverty  of  the 
'  I9  that  the  militia  law  could  not  be  carried  into 
.  \   Ireland  could  not  pay  her  forces  abroad,  and 
liged  to  borrow  money  from  England  to  pay 
t  home.     The  ministerial  party  would  not  per- 
question  to  be  brought  forward  upon  the  state 
:ountry  in  the  commons,  lest  too  strong  leso- 
ipon  it  should  be  carried,  or  their  opposidon 
should  appear  even  too  rank  for  their  own 
They  had  again  recourse  to  the  inefficient 
of    conveying  an  imperfect  sense  of   the 
1  state  of  the  country  through  their  speaker, 
to  the  lord-lieutenant,  on  presenting  the  money  bills  *• 
The  patriots  afterwards  moved  some  strong    reso- 
lutions against  the  shameful  encrease  of  the  pension 
list. 

About  this  time  the  lord-lieutenant  communicated 
to  parliament,  that  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce 
had  been  signed  between  the  court  of  France  and 
persons  employed  by  his  majesty's  revolted  subjects 
in  North  America  i  and  that  his  majesty  relied  on  the 
zealous  and  affectionate  support  of  his  faithful  people^ 
to  repel  every  insult  and  attack,  and  to  maintain  and 
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JW^     uphold  the  power  and  reputation  of  his  dominions* 
A  motion  was  immediately  made  in  the  commons  for 
an  address  of  thanks ;  which  was  followed  by  a  reso« 
lution,  and  an  order  for  raising  three  hundred  thoiu 
sand  pounds  by  a  tontine  at  6/.  per  cent     Such  was 
the  confidence  of  government  upon  the  proposal  of 
this  loan,  that  when  the  patriots,  under  convicdon 
of  the  inability  of  the  country  to  raise  it,  moved  for 
reducing  it  to  150,000/.  the  proposed  reduction  was 
immediately  negatived.     However  on  the  3d  of  June, 
Mr.  Secretary  Heron,  in  a  message  to  the  house  of 
commons  from  his  excellency,  admitted  the  inability  of 
the  rlation  to  raise  the  money.     Lord  North  was  not 
igndrant  of  the  diffusion  of  the  American  spirit  of  li- 
berty through  most  ranks  of  peopk  in  Ireland.  He  well 
knew  the  fatal  effects  of  former  emigrations  from  that 
country  to  America  j  and  that  most  of  the  early  suc- 
cesses ill  America  were  immediately  owing  to  the  ex- 
ertionis  of  Irish  emigrants,  (chiefly  from  the  north) 
who  bore  arms  in  that  cause.    With  a  view  therefore 
of  engaging  the  affections  of  the  Irish  people,  it  was 
resolved  in  the  British  cabinet,  that  some   popular 
rtieasure  for  the  benefit  of  Ireland,  should  be  brought 
forward  in  each  parliament.    Still  that  minister  durst 
not  submit  them  to  parliament  as  government  measures, 
though  he  allowed  freedom  of  voting  to  all  his  ad- 
herents*.     In  the  debate  of  the  British  house  of 


*  Th«  English  houie  of  cominohs  being  Vn  ii  cdmroitice  to 
take  into  consideration  the  acts  of  parlianoent  relating  to  the  Irish 
trade,  the  Earl  of  Nugeit^  aiter  iiaviiig  observed,  that  from  a  long 
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commons  upon  the  commercial  concessions  to  Ire-  177^- 
land,  upon  the  strong  suggestions  of  Lord  Beauchamp 
fuid  Mr.  T.  Townsend  to  repeal  the  oppressive  code 
of  pen^d  laws  against  the  catholics,  Lord  North  in  the 
most  explicit  manner  decls^red  his  cordial  wishes,  that 
his  majesty's  catholic  subjects  of  Ireland  should  be 
relieved  from  what  he  admitted  they  complained  of 
with  justice ;  but  it  was  to  be  effected  by  the  Irish 
parliament.  There,  however,  bigotry-and  prejudice 
still  held  a  sway,  though  wearing  out  within  the 
walls  of  St.  Stephen's. 

The  policy  of  r^axing  the  penal  code  of  the  Irish  J^^  ^^ 
had  pervaded  not  only  the  British  cabinet,  but  the  ^*^^i  «»- 

/  .  amplcof 

Bntish  senate;  not  one  morose,  bigotted,  or  fena-  thcBntiih 

.     ,        .  .  r  ,  •  ,     pwHamcnt 

tical  voice  was  he^d  m  discord  from  the  truism  ad-  towftfdsthe 


Cadibltes: 


series  of  upshaken  loyalty  the  Irish  wero  entitled  to  every  en- 
cooragenaenf,  which  good  and  faithful  subject«  could  deserve^  and 
a  wise  and  grateful  government  could  give,  moved,  that  the  Irish 
might  be  permitted  to  send  on  board  of  British  vessels,  navigated 
aoooiding  to  law,  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  our  settlements 
lANToad,  all  sorts  of  Irish  manuGM^tures,  (wool  and  woollen 
ilotbes  excepted).  Then,  that  the  Irish  might  be  permitted  to 
import  all  sorts  of  ware  and  merchandize  from  the  coast  of  Africa, 
and  plantations  abroad,  (indigo,  tobacco,  and  sugar  only  excepted). 
The  word  sugar  was  inserted  by  his  lordship,  merely  to  prevent 
an  oppoaitson  from  lh£  West  Jodia  merchants  j  but  09  the  mqitpn 
of  Lord  Newhaven,  it  was  left  put,  imd  t^ie  CQotion  passed  nem. ' 
con.  He  also  moved>  that  glass  ipanufactured  in  Ireland  might  be 
exported  by  the  Irish,  (except  into  Great  Britain) }  and  that  Irish 
cotton  might  be  imported  di^ty  firee  iotaQreat  Briton,  fl^e  cao- 
tipns  passed  unanimously.  Mr.  Burke  then  moved,  that  sail-cloth 
might  be  imported  into  this  kingdom  duty  free,  'this  motion 
likewise  passed  nem.  con.    8  Eng.  Deb.  206,  &c. 
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1778.  vanccd  by  Mr.  Burke  on  Lord  Nugent's  first  motion 
for  a  committee  to  consider  the  trade  of  Ireland, 
That  Ireland  was  now  the  chief  dependance  of  the 
British  crown,  and  that  it  particularly  behoved  this 
country  to  admit  the  Irish  nation  to  the  privileges  of 
British  citizens*.  On  the  eleventh  day  after  the 
British  house  of  commons  had  given  the  liberal  ex- 
ample of  universal  assent  to  Sii  George  Savile's  mo- 
tion  in  favor  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  England, 
Mr.  Gardiner  on  the  25th  of  May,  1778,  moved  in 
the  Irish  house  of  commons  for  heads  of  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  his  majesty's  Roman  Catholic  subjects  of 
Ireland ;  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  f. 
2^PJ[*"  At  the  same  time  the  Presbyterians  of  Ireland  bear- 
^^  ^^^    inpf  in  mind,  that  the  sacramental  test  had  been  im- 

senten  tor        ^ 

'"'''IttM^  posed  upon  their  ancestors  by  their  lying  by,  when 
taother      new  severities  were  imposed  upon  their  catholic  bre- 

tession.  .  . 

thren,  came  forward  on  this  occasion  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  first  symptoms  of  tolerancy  in  an  Irish 
parliament.  In  order  not  to  be  excluded  from  the 
indulgencies  about  to  be  dispensed  to  the  Catholics,  Sir 
Edward  Newnham  on  the  same  day  moved,  that  leave 
might  be  given  to  bring  in  heads  of  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  bis  majesty's  subjects  the  Protestant  Dissenters  of 
that  kingdom.  But  whether  from  conviction,  that  relief 
to  the  Dissenters  was  not  of  equal  urgency  with  that 
proposed  to  be  granted  to  the  Roman  Catholics,  or 

*  8  Eog.  Deb.  p.  185.  viz.  1  April,  1778. 

f  Joaro.  Com.  p.  475.     The  division  is  not  given  in  the 

Journals. 
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that  the  British  cabinet  had  hitherto  expressed  no  1778. 
opinion  or  inclination  in  their  favor,  the  measure  was  '^^^^ 
remitted  to  another  session. 

The  preamble  of  Mr,  Gardiner's  act  contained  as-  ^^  ^j^^j^ 
sertions,  which  some  few  years  back  it  would  have  been  °^*  '^^• 
considered  little  short  of  treason  to  have  advanced : 
namely,  that  the  severities  of  the  act  of  Ann  ought 
to  be  relaxed,  that  the  catholics  of  Ireland  were  ex- 
dud^  from  and  ought  to  be  admitted  to  the  blessings 
of  our  free  constitution,  and  that  it  would  promote 
the  prosperity  and  strength  of  all  his  majesty's  domi- 
nions, that  the  catholics  should  be  bounden  to  the 
protestants  by  mutual  interest  and  affection  *•  The 
purport  of  the  act  was^  that  any  catholic  subscribing 
the  oath  of  allegiance  and  declaration  prescribed  by 
the  ISth  and  I4th  of  Geo.  III.  c.  35.  might  take^ 
enjoy,  and  dispose  of  a  lease  for  999  years  certain,  or 
determinable  on  the  dropping  of  five  lives ;  that  the 
lands  then  possesed  by  catholics  should  in  future  be  de- 
scendible, deviseable,  or  alienable  as  fully  as  if  they 
were  in  the  possession  of  any  othersubjectof  his  majesty: 
and  that  it  should  no  longer  be  in  the  power  of  a  child 
to  fly  in  the  face  of  his  parent  by  demanding  a  present 
maintenance  out  of  the  father's  personal  estate,  or  by 
depriving  him  totally  of  the  inheritance  of  his  real 
estate,  as  he  before  had  been  enabled  to  do  by  the 
2d  Ann.     After  a  severe  contest  of  eight  divisions, 

*  17  and  18  Geo.  III.  c.  49.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  his 
nugesty's  subjects  of  this  kingdom  professing  the  popish  reli« 
gUm. 
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1778-  with  the  unequivocal  approbation  of  government,  thrf 
general  support  of  the  patriots,  and  the  example  of 
unanimity  in  the  British  legislature  for  a  amiiaf  in^^ 
dulgence  to  the  catholics  of  England,  were  the  heads 
of  this  bill  carried  through  the  Irish  house  of  com- 
mons by  the  small  majority  of  nine.  In  the  lords^  it 
was  carried  by  a  majority  of  two-thirds.  The  session 
closed  in  August,  with  a  flattering  speech  from  the 
lord-Iieutenant.  The  relief,  which  die  distresses  of 
Ireland  had  roused  the  British  parliament  to  afford  to 
dieir  commerce,  worked  the  selfish  and  HliberaL  pre- 
judices of  Liverpool,  Manchester^  and  Glasgow,  almost 
to  rebellion.  *  Mr.  Burke  triumphantly  refuted  ail 
arguments  against  the  bill.  He  would  not  by  de- 
scribing the  situation  of  his  country,  engage  the  human- 
ity of  the  house  in  her  favour.  The  people  of  Ireland 
would  not  accept  favours  from  humanity.  They  called 
for  justice,  not  for  pity.  They  requested  Britain  to  bfe 
wise,  not  generous;  to  provide  for  her  own  good, 
and  secure  her  own  interest. 
Message         In  mclaucholy  confirmation  of  the  distressed  statie 

from  the  .  , 

crown  to  of  Ireland,  Lord  North  communicated  to  thft  British 
of  the  pay.  commohs  a  message  from  his  Majesty f,  recommend* 
troops  ing,  on  that  account,  that  the  charge  of  the  regiments 
of  th^irng.  on  the  Irish  establishment  then  serving  out  of  that 
kingdom  should  be  paid  by  Great  Britain.    This  pro- 

*  In  the  af&irs  of  Ireland  Mr.  Burke  ever  evinced  the  most 
accurate  historical  knowledge^  an  unbiassed  judgment^  ahd  6vea  to 
the  last  a  most  constitutloi)al  spirit. 

t  11  Pari,  Deb.  p.  177- 
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duced  a  debate  very  interesdag  to  the  welfare  of  Ire-     ^779* 
land  *.     Several  questions  of  the  highest  import- 
ance to  that  country  were  warmly  debated  in  both 
housi^  during  the  session,  but  were  defeated  by  large 
jna|oritie8.     The  Irish  were  highly  exasperated,  that 
the  British  had  abandoned  their  cause.    Their  discon- 
tents became  alarming^     Associations  were  entered 
into  against  the  importation  of  British  commoditieSf 
and  for  the  encouragement  of  Irish  manufactures.    At 
Diiblia  they  published  resolutions,    that  the  unjust, 
illiberal,  and  impolitic  opposition  given  by  many  self* 
interested  people  of  Great  Britain^  to  the  proposed  en* 
couragement  of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  this  king« 
dom,  originated  in  avarice  and  ingratitude.     And  that 
they  would  not  import  or  use  any  goods  or  wares  from 
iGrreat  Britain,  till  she  entertained  sentiments  of  respect 
and  affecdon  for  her  fellow-subjects  of  Ireland*     Si' 
milar  resoluUons  passed  at  Waterford,  and  generally 
diroughout  the  kingdom.     In  consequence  of  which 
the  manufactures  of  Ireland  began  to  revive,  and  the 
demand  for  British  goods  to  decrease.     This  produced 
t  disposition  in  Great  Britain  to  attend^  for  the  first 
time,  to  the  complaints  of  Ireland. 

It  was  the  unwise  policy  of  government  not  to  con-  The  long 
Irene  the  parliament  of  Ireland  m  the  pressure  of  .-it  s  nae  to  the 

,  voltt&tccis . 

nadcmal  distress.     The  ministry  in  Great  Britain  was  ^ 

frequently  called  upon  by  the  opposition  to  account 

«  The  tubttaiice  of  theie  ddMtea  veiy  intimately  aftects  the  fi- 
mstioD  iof  Irelaod  at  that  period^  sod  maybcieen  in  my 
cad  Review,  p.  467  to  4S4. 
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1779-  for  that  extraordinary  conduct.  No  answer  was  given. 
The  unusual  length  of  the  recess,  the  refiisal  of  the 
British  parliament  to  afford  redress,  and  the  want  of 
an  Irish  parliament  to  apply  to,  gave  rise  to  the  exer- 
tions of  those  native  energies,  to  which  an  oppressed 
and  injured  people  never  fails  in  extremity  to  resort. 
During  this  recess  the  system  of  volunteering  took  its 
rise,  and  had  made  considerable  progress  before  the 
parliament  met  on  the  1 2th  of  Oqtober,  1 779* 
Mr.Gntun  Mn  Qrattau*  opposed  the  qieech,  as  contaimng 
xi^S^of  ^  nothing  explicit,  nothing  satisfactory.  Were  the  people 
lieuteatnt.  of  Ireland  undeserving  the  notice  of  the  British  mU 
nisters  ?  It  was  plain  they  had  nothing  to  expect,  smce 
applications  from  the  people,  backed  even  by  the 
officers  of  thecr  own,  were  not  attended  to.  Ireland 
then  had  nothing  to  depend  upon  but  her  own  spirit ; 
no  redress  of  grievances,  no  extension  of  trade,  but 
from  the  efforts  of  her  people !  and  would  it  be  safe 

*  This  being  the  first  occasion  of  referring  to  Mr.  Grattan  in 
this  Histoiy^.  the  author  seizes  the  opportunity  of  observing,  that 
the  compendious  form  of  this  work  precludes  the  possibility  of 
gifing  even  a  faint  idea  of  the  stupendous  powers  of  his  oratoiy^ 
which  is  better  calculated  to  command  the  admiration  of  the  latest 
posterity  than  that  of  any  modem  orator.  His  speeches  ofltyi 
surpass  the  finest  pieces  of  ancient  Greece  and  Rome.  Ireland 
may  proudly  boast  of  having  in  him  produced  the  sublimest 
orator  and  most  virtuous  patriot  of  latter  ages.  The  Historical 
Review,  from  this  period  to  its  flose>  contains  ample  extracts  fix>m 
kis  speeches,  as  the  most  just  and  striking  representation  of  the 
great  national  fisatures,  which  characterized  the  last  thirty  years  of 
the  history  of  Ireland.  To  tliem  the  author  most  confidently 
refers  his  rea^pr* 
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there  or  elsewhere,  to  oppose  these  efforts  ?  The  dis«  1779* 
tresses  of  Ireland  were  twofold,  the  beggary  of  the 
people,  and  the  bankruptcy  of  the  state.  He  moved 
an  amendment,  which  strongly  painted  the  distressed 
situation  of  the  country,  and  that  the  only  resource 
left  to  support  their  expiring  mule,  was  to  open  a  free 
export  trade,  and  let  his  Majesty's  Irish  subjects  enjoy 
their  natural  birthright.  Not  only  the  leading  patriots 
on  this  occasion,  but  several  of  the  servants  of  the 
crown  •,  were  for  the  amendment.  Mr.  Prime  Ser- 
jeant (Hussey  Burghf)  after  expatiating  on  the  neces- 
sity of  immediately  laying  the  state  of  their  distresses 
at  the  foot  of  the  throne,  moved,  in  lieu  of  Mr.  Grat- 
tai^'s  amendment,  ^^  that  it  is  not  by  temporary  expe* 
dients,  but  by  a  free  trade  alone,  that  this  nation  is 
now  to  be  saved  from  impending  ruin ;''  which  was 
unanimously  assented  to. 

The  distresses  of  Ireland  and  the  impotency  of  go*  Effects  of 

the  IRT^sJc 

vemment  produced  the  most  important  change  of  dis-  adiainistra 

tionofLord 
Bucking- 

•  The  Rt.  Hon.  Henry  Blood  declared  for  the  amendment,  and  ''*™'*'^' 
ent«:ed  largely  into  a  jostification  of  his  political  conduct,  which, 
be  taid,  had  oafortunately  been  much  misrepresented  -,  that  the 
office  he  held  was  the  unsolicited  gift  of  his  sovereign^  which  he 
iiad  received  with  gratitude^  and  held  with  honour :  that  when  the 
time  should  come,  when  he  could  no  longer  do  to,  he  would  gladly 
throw  the  bracelet  into  the  conunon  caldrotu 

f  The  taknti  and  amiable  attainments  of  this  gentleman  g^ve 
some  plausibility  and  confidence  to  the  weak,  though  not  harsh, 
administration  of  Lord  Buckinghamshire.  There  was  pitiful 
finesse  in  the  ministerialbts  taking  out  oi  the  hands  of  Mr.  Grat* 
tan  this  necessary  amendment,  ia  order  to  substitute  another  of 
like  lendenqr. 
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^779*  position,  sentiment,  and  action  in  the  people.  The 
British  fleets  had  become  inferior  to  the  combined  forces 
of  the  enemy :  their  coasts  were  insulted,  those  of  Ire- 
land wholly  unprotected:  the  military  establishment 
drained  to  recruit  the  regiments  in  America,  had  net 
left  5000  forces  in  that  kingdom  to  defend  the  sea- 
ports from  the  crews  of  single  vessels.  Hence  arose 
the  necessity  of  volunteers  arming  in  defence  of  their 
abandoned  country.  Government  affiighted  at  the 
situation,  into  which  they  had  thrown  or  permitted 
the  country  to  be  thrown,  delivered  out  to  the  people 
16,000  stand  of  arms,  thereby  encouraging  and  in- 
%  creaang  the  number  of  volunteers,  without  any  stipu- 
lation, regulation,  or  authority  for  organizing  or  sub* 
jecting  them  to  subordination.  The  commercial  £ice 
of  the  country  exhibited  a  still  more  djesponding  view ; 
her  vessels  taken  within  sight  of  her  ports :  her  trade 
shackled  in  almost  every  branch  by  British  restrictions : 
an  embargo  on  the  exports  of  her  provision  trade : 
her  linens  lying  upon  her  merchants'  hands :  her 
imports  and  her  absentees  swallowing  up  all  her  cur- 
rency: and  slight  or  no  returns  to  supply  an  exhausted 
treasury.  This  complicated  wretchedness  of  the  coun- 
try once  more  dissolved  the  ministerial  phalanx^  and 
imperiously  called  some  of  it-s  staunchest  supporters 
to  quit  their  ranks,  and  vote  for  a  Jree  trade*  The 
nation  poured  forth  its  gratitude  to  parliament ;  which 
in  it*s  turn  paid  it's  tribute  of  thanks  to  the  volun* 
teers,  who  now  amounted  to  42,000  men.  This 
formidable  body,  armed  and  organized  by  no  other 
authority,  than  the  great  law  of  self-defeQ^  w» 
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never  even  questioned  by  the  Irish  government  or  ^779^ 
parliament  as  to  the  legality  of  their  commission  or 
delegation.  Government  had  so  wasted  its  vigour, 
that  h  could  not  raise  its  arm  in  self-defence.  During 
this  debate  the  populace  assembled  round  the  par- 
liament house,  and  with  full  impunity  menaced  the 
members,  and  demanded  oaths  of  them  to  support 
the  measure,  committing  several  acts  of  outrage  and 
intimidation  *. 

About  a  month  after  the  Irish  parliament  had  been  suteof  iie 
coflivened,  Lord  Shelburne  moved  in  the  British  house  >n  the  Bn- 

,  tUh  house 

of  lords,  that  his  Majesty  might  be  addressed  to  take  of  lordi. 
into  reconsideration  the  two  motions  for  procurmg  re- 
lief to  Irdand,  which  in  the  preceding  session  had  been 
rej^ted  by  large  majorities,  and  that  his  Majesty  would 
b^  pleased  to  direct  effectual  redress  to  his  suffering 
people.  His  lordship  forcibly  represented  Ireland  so 
knperioudy  shut  out  from  all  prospect  of  justice  or 
refief,  that  she  must  perish,  or  work  out  her  own  saU 
tration.  She  was  then  united  as  one  «ian  to  resciiie 
herself  from  approac^ng  destruction*  The  people  had 
armed  themselves,  and  the  numbers  armed  exceeded 


*  To  this  jaooture  dUd  the  late  Lord  Clare  sefer  in  hit  memorMe 
speech  on  the  Union  (p.  29)>  when  he  saidy  "  The  imbecility  of 
Lord  Buckinghamshire*!  government  had- arrayed  the  volunteer 
Arnky^  and  the  address  to  his  Majesty  voted  in  17/9  by  the  coin- 
monsj  dcmandini;  a  free  trade  as  the  right  of  Ireland,  was  followed 
instantly  by  a  resolation  of  thanks  to  that  army  for  their  array/' 
When  the  speaker  canied  up  the  address  to  the  lord-lieutenantj 
the  streets,  from  the  parliament-house  to  the  castle,  were  lined  1^ 
the  Dublin  volunteers,  conmianded  by  the  l)ake  of  Lcdnistek*^ 
drawn  up  in  their  arms  and  uniform. 
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1779*  forty  thousand,  and  were  daily  augmenting.  This 
formidable  body  was  not  composed  of  mercenaries, 
who  had  little  or  no  interest  in  the  issue,  but  of  the 
nobility,  gentry,  merchants,  citizens^  and  req>ectable 
yeomanry :  men  able  and  willing  to  devote  their  time, 
and  part  of  their  property,  to  the  defence  of  the  whole, 
and  the  protection  and  security  of  their  country.  The 
government  had  been  abdicated,  and  the  people  re« 
sumed  the  powers  vested  in  them ;  and  in  so  doing) 
were  fiiUy  authorized  by  every  principle  of  the  con- 
stitution, and  every  motive  of  self-preservation;  and 
whenever  they  should  again  delegate  this  inherent 
power,  they  firmly  and  wisely  determined  to  have  it 
so  regulated,  and  placed  upon  so  large  and  liberal  a 
basis,  that  they  should  not  be  liable  to  suffer  under 
the  same  oppressions  in  time  to  come ;  nor  feel  the 
&tal  effects  and  complicated  evils  of  mal-administra- 
tion ;  of  calamity  without  hopes  of  redress ;  or  of 
iron-handed  power  without  protection.  Both  houses 
of  the  Irish  parliament  had  declared^  that  nothing  but 
granting  the  kingdom  ^^  a  free  trade,"  could  save  it  from 
certain  ruin :  a  declaration  conveyed  through  its  proper 
constitutional  organs,  both  houses  of  parliament^  to  his 
Majesty,  against  which  there  was  but  one  dissentmg 
voice  in  the  houses*^  and  not  a  second  in  the  king- 
dom.   His  lordship  closed  with  moving  a  strong  reso- 

*  Viz.  Lord  chancellor  lifford;  to  whom  it  is  but  justice  to 
observe,  that  he  honestly  stated  his  reason  for  dissenting,  ''  that 
he  could  never  join  in  a  vote  of  thanks  as  a  peer  of  parliament, 
CI  a  lawyer  J  to  any  set  of  men,  be  their  motives  ever  so  laudable 
cr  patriotic,  who  were  acting  in  a  military  capacity  against  law.*' 
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ludon,  importing,  that  it  was  highly  criminal  in  his  }179' 
Majest/s  ministers  to  have  neglected  taking  effectual 
measures  for  the  relief  of  Ireland,  and  buffered  the 
discontents  of  that  kingdom  to  rise  to  sUch  an  height^ 
as  evidently  to  endanger  the  constitutional  connection 
between  the  two  kingdoms,  and  to  create  new  embar- 
rassments to  the  public  councils,  by  disunion  and  dif« 
fidence,  in  a  moment  when  real  unanimity,  grounded 
upon  mutual  confidence  and  affecdon,  was  confessedly 
essential  to  the  preservation  of  what  was  left  of  the 
British  empire.  The  Earl  of  Hilsborough*  admijttedj 
that  Ireland  was  entitled  to  a  free  trade  with  equal 
taxes ;  and  he  thought  himself  warranted  in  recom- 
mending to  his  Majesty,  and  proposing  to  parliament, 
to  grant  it ;  which  he  hoped,  would  give  perfect 
satisfaction  and  content  to  both  nations.  Earl 
Gowerf,  in  this  debate,  with  manly  firmness^ 
avowed,  that  all  hb  efforts  for  the  relief  of  Ireland 
had  proved  unfruitful.  He  had  presided^  he  said,  for 
some  years  at  the  council  table,  and  had  seen  such 
things  pass  there  of  late,  that  no  man  of  honour  or 
conscience  could  any  longer  sit  there.  The  tifties  were' 
such  as  called  upon  every  man  to  speak  out :  the  situ^ 
adons  of  the  two  kingdoms  required  ancerity  and  ac« 
riviiy  in  council.  Lord  Cambden,  and  several  other 
lords,  $poke  warmly  in  favour  of  Ireland ;  but  the 
quesd<Hi  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  82  against  d7« 

•  The  graod£EUber  of  the  present  Marquis  of  Downihire. 
t  The  fiither  of  the  proeot  Marquis  of  Stafl&nrd. 
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Tbeafikirs 
of  Irelind 
debated  in 
Uie  British 
home  of 
^omxncot* 


The  same  subject  was  debated  with  more  warmth 
in  the  British  house  of  commons,  than  in  the  peers, 
but  with  the  like  effect  Lord  Upper  Ossory*  moved, 
by  way  of  resolution,  the  substance  of  what  had  been 
moved  by  Lord  Shelbume  in  the  peers«  In  neither 
house  of  the  British  parliament  were  the  desperate 
dktress  and  calamity  of  Ireland  even  doubted:  all 
w^e  of  accord  as  to  the  existence  of  the  evil :  the 
pnly  differences  were,  who  had  created,  and  who  had 
countenanced  or  fomented,  who  had  negatively  or 
positively  given  continuance  to  it,  and  how  was  it  dien 
to  be  remedied  t- 


*  15  P^l.  Debates,  p.  gg. 

t  The  voluptMr  uncommistioned  $naf  of  Ireland  wa^  to  e%9 
tmordinary  a  phenomefion,  that  the  reader  may  be  gratified  with 
the  opiniop  of  a  great  departed  statesman  upon  it.  In  the  debate 
oh  Lord  Os8ory*s  motiop^  Mr.  Fox  was  firm  and  explicit  (15 
Firi.  Deb.  p.  129).  ''  The  Irish  associations  bad  been  caDed  ille- 
gal ;  legal  or  illegal  he  declared  be  entirely  approved  of  them. 
He  approved  of  that  manly  determix^tion>  which,  in  the  dernier 
resort,  fiies  to  arms  in  order  to  obtain  deliverance.  When  the  last 
particle  of  good  faith  in  men  is  exhausted,  they  will  seek  in  them- 
selves the  rheans  of  redress ;  they  will  recar  to  first  principles,  to 
(he  spirit  as  well  as  letter  of  the  constitution,  and  they  can  never 
fail  in  such  resources,  though  the  law  myay  literally  condemn  such 
a  departure  from  its  general  and  unqualified  rules :  truth,  justice^ 
and  public  virtue^  accompanied  with  prudence  and  judgment,  will 
ever  bear  up  good  men  in  a  good  cause,  that  of  private  protection. 
€iod  knew,  that  he  sincerely  lamented  the  cause,  which  pro* 
duced  this  sad,  he  could  not  but  say,  this  perplexing  and  humi- 
liating alternative.  'He  most  heartily  fomented,  th*it  any  cailse  had 
been  administered,  which  seemed  lo  juitify  i»idence  -or  reaiatanee ; 
he  dreaded  the  consequences,  however  justifiable  in  their  origin. 
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in  the  Irish  senate  the  voice  of  patriotism  reached     ^779' 
firen  the  ministerial  side  of  the  house.    They  spiritedly  change  of 
fesolred  to  grant  the  supply  only  for  six  months*  J^*i°fjV^ 
This  short  money  bill  was  transmitted  to  England,  ««»»<»#• 
where,  however  mortifying  to  the  ministers,  it  was  r&i 
luctantly  passed.     1  he  house,  likewise,  unanimously 
.entered  into  several  resolutions  to  promote  the  com* 
merce  of  Ireland. 

So  determined  was  the  Irish  house  of  commons  to  Resolution 
.assert  their  rights,  and  bring  the  British  government  co^^' 
and  parliament  into  a  full  recognition  of  them,  that  Brhuhp^. 
they  carried,  by  a  majority  of  170  to  47  *,  a  resolution^  gnwt  the 
that  at  this  time  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  grant  new  ^bm^^ 
(taxes.     Immediately  after  tliis  unequivocal  test  of  the 
disposition  of  the  Irish  house  of  commons  was  known 
in  England,  the  British  house  of  commons  being  in  a 
(COthmittee  on  the  afiairs  of  Ireland,  Lord  North  opened 
his  three  propositions  relative  to  the  allowing  Ireland 
t  free  export  of  wool,  woollens,  and  wool  flocks,  a 
free  exportarion  of  glass,  and  all  kinds  of  glass  manu<« 
fkctures,  md  a  freedom  of  trade  with  the  British  jrfan- 
tadons  on  certain  conditions,  the  basis  of  which  was  to 
be  an  equality  of  taxes  and  customs  upon  an  equal  and 

or  ttodeiately  or  judicioiuly  oonduded :  but  whatever  the  e&cU 
might  be,  he  was  ready  to  acknowledge,  that  such  a  power  was 
inherent  in  menj  as  men  and  citizens  it  was  a  sacred  trust  in 
their  hands,  as  a  defence  against  the  possible  or  actual  abuse  of 
power,  political  treachery,  and  the  arts  and  intrigues  of  govemi 
neot  5  and  whett  all  other  meant  fiiifed,  resistance,  he  should  ewt 
hold,  as  perfectly  h^tifiable." 

*  lO  Com.  Joum .  p*  S4. 


•  '•t . 
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1779*  unrestrained  trade.  The  minister  stated  the  propriety 
and  justice,  as  well  as  the  necessity,  of  affording  relief 
to  Ireland,  and  expatiated  on  the  mutual  and  respective 
interests  of  both  countries.  Bills  founded  on  the  two 
first  propositions  were  brought  in,  passed  both  houses 
with  the  utmost  facility,  and  received  the  royal  assent 
before  the  recess. .  The  third  being  more  complex  in 
its  nature,  was  suffered  to  lie  over  during  the  approach« 
^  ing  holidays  in  its  state  of  an  open  proposition,  to  af« 
£ord  time  for  consideration  in  England,  and  to  acquire 
knowledge  of  the  effect,  which  the  measure  was  likely 
to  produce  in  Ireland, 
iftettof        In  this  alarming  crisis,  Ireland  looked  for  redress 

Ac  Irish  ° 

voianteen.  more  to  the  armed  associations,  than  to  parliament. 
Hitherto,  these  bodies  had  acted  only  in  detached 

0 

companies.  They  now  formed  themselves  into  bat- 
talions on  a  system  of  regular  communication*  For 
some  time  had  the  original  cause  of  the  volunteers 
arming  in  self-defence  against  a  foreign  enemy  been 
sunk  into  the  more  interesting  object  of  asserting  thdr 
constitutional  independent  rights,  and  procuring  a  free 
and  open  trade  for  their  country.  In  the  year  1778, 
the  armed  associations  in  Ireland  amounted  to  30,000 
men :  they  had  been  regularly  increasing  from  that 
period :  they  clad  and  armed  themselves  voluntarily ; 
they  cheerfully  learned  the  use  of  arms^  and  freely 
submitted  to  the  severest  discipline:  but  their  tran- 
scendant  attention  was  to  instil  into  each  other  an  uni- 
formity of  political  sentiment  and  determination  not  to 
quit  their  arms,  till  they  should  have  accomplished  the 
complete  liberation  of  their  country  from  the  sove- 
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i'eignty  oJF  the  British  parliamettt.     In  the  beginning    ^'^ii 
of  the  year  1780,  they  entelied  uj5on  th6  plan  of  gene- 
ral Organization :  they  apik>inted  reviews  for  the  eiv 
suing  summer ;  and  chose  their  exercising  ofBciers  and 
Reviewing  generals;    Thus  was  laid  the  foundsltion  of 
Irish  union.   They  openly  declared  their  opinions  upon 
the  state  of  public  affairs ;  the  newspapers  teemed  with 
resolutions  of  the  did'erent  corps^'  all  in  unison  declar- 
ing,  that  Ireland  was  ah  independent  kingdom,  and 
ft^ily  entitled  to  all  the  uncontrouled  rights,  privileges^ 
and  immunities  of  a  free  constitution  t  that  no  power 
oh  eanh  but  the  king,  lords,  and  commons  of  Irelsmd 
could  make  laws  to  bind  themt  and  that  they  were 
feady  with  their  lives  and  fortunes  to  resist  the  usurpa* 
tions  and  ehcroachments  of  any  foreign  legislature* 
The  government,  and  their  parliamentary  majority^ 
Were  alarnied  at,   and  consequently  inimical  to  the 
propositions.     Mr.  Grattan  however,  oil  the  19th  of 
April,   i  780,  after  a  most  animated  spee!ch^   movedi' 
that  the  house  should  revive  and  enter  on  its  Joui^ 
nalSf  Tliat  no  pbwer  on  earthy  save  the  Kmg^f  lords ^ 
and  commom  of  Ireland^  had  a  right  to  make  laws  for 
Ireland.    After  a  most  interesting  debatei  that  lasted 
till  six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  in  which  every  man 
but  one,  acknowledged  its  truth,  either  expressly,  or 
by  not  opposing  it,  Mr.  Flood,  who  well  knew  that 
the  ministerial  members  were  committed  to  negative 
the  motion^  if  it  came  to  a  division,  recommended^ 
that  no  question  should  be  put,  and  no  appearance  of 
the  business  entered  on  the  Journals ;  to  which  Mr* 
Grattan  consented. 

voL«  n.  o 
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1780.         Upon  the  Jlppearance  of  some  sincerity  in  the  British 
Commons    Cabinet  and  parliament^  the  Irish  house  of  commons 
Money  bill,  proceeded  to  take  mto  senous  consideration^  the  regu- 
lations necessary  to  place  the  commerce  of  the  king- 
dom on  a  footing  of  stability.  *  The  supplies  were 
granted  for  a  year  and  a  half  longer ;  and  260^000/. 
were  ordered  to  be  raised  by  treasury  bills,  or  by  a 
lottery,  as  the  lord»lieutenant  should  direct*.      On 
presenting  the  money  bills,  Mr.  Pery,  tlie  speakerf, 
made  a  speech  to  the  lord-lieutenant^  which  was  highly 
satisfactory  to  all  parties. 
cSfduoof      '^^^  general  joy  upon  the  prospect  of  a  free  trade, 
tolirdSnd'  ^^'^  ^^^  ^^  short  duratioiu     Upon  maturer  considera- 
tion, the  commercial  interest  in  Ireland  was  dissatisfied 
with  the  proposed  system  of  equalizbg  the  duties  be- 
tween the  sister  kingdoms ;  and  the  British  ministry 
most  imprudently  inflamed   a  nation  with  arnis  in 
her   hands,    determined   to  assert    her   undefeasible 
rights.     The  bill  for  punishing  mutiny  and  desertion 
in  the  army  for  a  limited  time,  had  been  transmitted, 
2^  usual,  and  was  returned  with  the  most  alarming 
alteration  from  the  English  privy-council :  it  was  made 
perpettial :  material  alterations  were  also  made  in  one 
of  the  commercial  bills  relating  to  the  article  of  sugars. 
Discontent  ran  through  the  kingdom.     The  borough 
of  Newrey  presented  a  petition  to  the  commons  against 
both  alterations.    Several  other  petitions  were  also  pre- 

*  This  was  the  first  time,  that  the  mischievous  expedient  of  a 
lolteiy  vras  resorted  to  id  Ireland. 

f  10  Journ.  Com.  p.  142.  i. 
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sented.  to  the  like  purport.  Government,  however,  i^. 
in  defiance  of  the  struggle  of  the  patriots,  passed  the 
altered  mutiny  bill  by  a  majority  of  69  against  25* 
Against  these  proceedings  in  parliament  the  mer- 
chants' corps  of  volunteers,  convened  at  the  Royal 
Exchange,  Dublin,  passed  very  strong  resolutions^ 
which  were  printed  in  the  public  papers.  Similar  re- 
solutions were  entered  into  by  many  other  volunteer 
bodies. 

The  language  holden  by  the  popular  prints,  be-  Encretseof 
spoke,  as  well  as  increased  the  general  discontent,  content. 
The  most  popular  prints  were  most  obnoxious  t6 
government.  The  house  of  commons  passed  a 
vote  of  censure  against  the  printers  and  pubUshers 
of  these  papers  *,  and  addressed  the  lord -lieute- 
nant to  give  orders  for  effectually  prosecuting  them, 
and  also  the  authors  and  contrivers  of  certain  ar- 
ticles contained  ui  them.  This  vote  of  censure  was 
indirectly  aimed  by  the  ministry  at  the  volunteer 
corps,  whose  influence  had  -become  so  alarming  to 
government,  that  it  was  found  prudent  not  to  cast 
direct  censure  upon  any  of  them.  The  people  were 
on  one  hand  encouraged  by  popular  publications  to 
insist  upon  their  independence ;  on  the  other  they 
were  goaded  into  irritation,  by  the  determined  opposi^ 
tion  given  to  it  in  parliament.  They  were  incensed  at 
Mr.  Grattan*s  resolution  against  foreign  legislation  not 
having  found  admission  into  the  Journals;  provoked  at 
Mr*  Yelverton's  failure  in  procuring  a  modification  of 

♦  10  Journ.  Com.  p.  igS. 
02 


session. 
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^^     Poyning's  law :  and  rrritated  at  the  ineffectual  eflfbrt  of 
Mr.  Forbes,  to  procure  a  bill  for  the  independence  of 
the  judges,  ITiey  were  desperate  in  the  conviction,  that 
a  majority  in  their  own  parliament  had  been  purchased 
with  the  wealth  of  Ireland,  to  negative  every  question 
tending  to  promote  their  national  independence. 
Close  of  ihc      iT^e  session  had   been  protracted  to  an  unusual 
length ;  when,  on  the  2d  of  September,  ]  780,  I*ord 
Buckinghamshire  put  an  end  to  it,  by  a  most  gracious 
speech  from  the  throne.     He  had  on  the  preceding 
day  been  addressed  in  a  veiy  adulatory  style  by  the 
commons;  and  the  return  of  the  incense  appears  upon 
the  face  of  his  address  to  both  houses  of  parliament*. 
Thus  ended  a  session,  that  had  promised-  in  its  open- 
ing the  brightest  prospects  to  Ireland.     The  disap- 
pointed people  felt,  and  expressed  their  resentment. 
It  was  Lord  Buckinghanishire's  fate  to  be  disapproved 
of  by  the  ministers  of  England,  as  well  as  to  have  dis- 
satis6ed  the  people  of  Ireland.     The  volunteers  had 
intimidated  the  British  ministry.     They  condemned 
IjDrd  Buckinghamshire  for  effects,  which  it  was  not 
in  his  power  to  prevent ;  and  which,  in  fact,  were  to 
be  immediately  traced  to  their  own  dilatory,  irresolute, 
and  pernicious  councils.     Lord  Buckinghamshire  was 
recalled,  and  Lord  Carlisle!  appointed  in  his  stead  on 
the  2Sd  of  December,  J  780. 

#  The  speech  is  to  be  seen  in  my  Higt.  Review,  vol.  I.  p.  519. 

t  Lord  Carlisle  took  over  with  him  93  secretary,  his  proiSgS 
jnd  friend  Mr.  Eklen,  (now  Lord  Auckland)  who  had  published 
several  letters  upon  political  subjects  to  his  patron ;  and  amongst 
others,  one  on  The  Represcntalions  of  Ireland  respecting  a  free 
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•In  February,  1781,  on  Mr.  Jenkinson's  motion  in     I7«i- 
the  British  house  of  commons,  for  the  further  consi-  Admmis- 

tiauon  of 

deration  of  the  report  on  the  Mutiny  Bill,  Mr.  Fox  Lord  car- 
moved  for  its  recommitmentt,  and  he  prefaced  his  bate  in  the 

commons* 

Trade,  of  which  Mr.  Dobbs,  (in  his  History  of  Irish  Affairs ,  p. 
42.)  writes  thus :  *<  From  a  letter  written  by  Mr.  £den«  the  serre- 
taiy  to  Lord  Carlisle,  on  the  subject  of  Irish  affaini>  and  whicjb 
had  been  answered  by  Counsellor  Hichard  Slicrldan^  we  had  no 
great  reason  to  rejoice  in  this  change.'* 

*  1  Pari.  Deb.  p.  522. 

t  1  Pari  Deb.  p.  433.  Mr.  Jenkinson,  secretary  at  war,  informed 
the  house,  that  there  were  some  alterations  made  in  the  Mutiny 
Act,  two  of  which  being  material,  he  thought  it  right  to  slate 
what  they  were,  as  no  alteratiou  ought  to  be  mad^  in  an  act  of 
so  much  importance,  without  ihe  concurrence  of  the  house.  The 
first  alteration  was  the  total  omission  of  the  word  •*  Ireland,"  in 
the  act  3  an  omission,  which  the  learned  gentleman  appointed  to 
draw  up  and  prepare  the  bill  had  judged  proper^  because  the  Irish 
legislature  had  last  year  introduced  clauses  in  their  Mutiny  Act, 
tending  to  govern  and  regulate  the  management  of  the  quartering 
cf  soldiers,  and  other  matters  relative  ti)  military  discipline,  when 
at  a  distance  from  the  capital ;  the  continuing  to  extend  thb  firi* 
tish  Mutiny  Act  to  Ireland  was  therefore  no  longer  necessar}'. 

Sir  George  Yonge  said,  that  what  the  secretary  at  war  had  drop* 
ped  concerning  the  omission  ot  tlie  word  "  Ireland'*  in  the  bilU 
appeared  to  him  to  be  of  very  serious  importance,  and  required 
very  mature  consideration  before  it  was  agreed  to.  If  it  were  in<i 
tended,  that  this  country  should  give  up  all  clflim  to  legislation  over 
Ireland,  l^e  thought  it  would  be  better  to  declare  such  an  inten* 
lion,  and  do  it  at  on/ce.  He  could  never  approve  of  the  14^  of 
giving  it  up  bit  by  bit,  by  incidental  acts  of  parliar^cnt^  He 
therefore  wished  the  house  would  not  hastily  settle  the  question, 
but  go  into  it,  examine  it  with  the  attention  due  to  its  importance, 
9Dd  make  a  solenui  decision  upon  the  subject. 
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17^:    motion  by  a  speech  replete  with  that  genuine  consti- 
tutional doctrine^  for  which  he  was  always  superemi- 
nently  distinguished.     He  emphatically  warned  the 
honourable  gentleman,  that  prudence  ought  at  all 
times  to  be  consulted  in  measures  of  dignity,   and 
that  they  ought  not  to  assert  powers  of  authority  at  a 
season,  when  from  weakness  they  were  not  able  to 
support  their  claim.     To  agitate  a  question  of  su- 
premacy over  the  sister  kingdom,  when  that  kingdom 
was  disposed  to  resist  the  principle,  could  but  be 
dangerous,  when  the  country  was  uivolved  in  cala- 
mity, and  threatened  with  decisive  ruin.    The  weak- 
ness of  administration,  in  refusing  her  calm  and  sober 
requests,  had  forced  America  to  combat  these  powers ; 
and  in  Ireland  they  had  not  been  questioned,  till  re- 
lief had    been   denied   to  her  manifest  grievances. 
He  complained  of  a  conspiracy  to  give  a  mutiny 
bill  of  their  own  to  Ireland,  in  return  for  a  grant 
from  Ireland  of  a  perpetual  army  to  the  crown : 
a  thing  wholly  unwarranted  by  the  constitution.     It 
was  alarming,  that  in  the  Irish  mutiny  bill,  the  pre- 
amble, which  recited  the  declaration  of  rights  equally 
applicable  to  both  countries  was  omitted,  because  the 
words,   Whereas  it  is  illegal  in  the  crown  to  keep  a 
standing  army  in  times  of  peace,  were  in  direct  con- 
tradiction to  the  bill,  which  had  been  granted.    Their 
associations  had  done  more  in  a  moment,  than  all  the 
eflfects  of  friendship  in  their  favour.     All  false  reasour 
ing  had  vanished ;  all  little  partial  motives  of  resistance 
had  ceased  j  local  considerations  died  away  instantly^ 
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and  the  noble  lord  in  the  blue  ribbon,  who  had  shewn     i78i. 
hhnself  the  last  man  to  listen  to  supplication^  was  the 
first  man  to  give  way  to  force. 

•In  October,  1781,  the  Earl  of  Carlisle  met  the  LordCar- 

1 .  1  r  1  t  li^^^  meets 

parliament,  when  arter  the  common  place  recommen-  the  pariia. 
dations  of  the  charter  schools^  linen  trade,  tillage,  first  proceed- 
fisheries,  and  general  commerce  of  the  country,  his  *"^' 
excellency  assured  them,  that  his  majesty  ardently 
wished  the  happiness  of  his  people  of  Ireland,  in 
Tvhose  aflfection  and  loyalty  he  placed  the  firmest  re- 
liance. It  had  now  become  notorious,  that  govern- 
ment wished  to  check  and  disarm  the  volunteers, 
but  were  frightened  into  acquiescence  j  they  had  re- 
luctantly distributed  amongst  them  16>00O  stand  of 
arms,  and  they  were  now  compelled  to  court  the  power 
they  could  not  control.  In  the  debate  upon  the  address 
Mr.  Grattan  took  notice  of  the  extreme  caution,  with 
which  the  address  avoided  mentioning  the  word  to/un- 
teer  ;  that  wholesome  and  salutary  appellation,  which 
he  wished  to  familiarise  to  the  royal  ear.  Mr.  O'Neil 
then  moved^  that  the  thanks  of  the  house  should  be 
given  to  all  the  volunteers  of  Ireland,^  for  their  un« 
remitted  exertions,  and  for  their  loyal  and  spirited 
declarations  on  the  late  expected  invasion,  which,  with 
the  exception  of  Mr.  Fitzgibbonf,  and  Mr.  Scott }, 
who  afterwards  withdrew  their  objections,  passed  with 
the  most  hearty  and  unanimous  good  will.     Mr.  Brad- 

•  10  Journ.  Comm.  p.  210, 
f  Afterwards  Earl  of  Clare. 
I  Then  attorney-general,  and  afterwardi  Lord  Qonmel^ 

o  4 
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*7Si-  street,  the  recorder  of  Dublin,  a  staunch  patrlof, 
moved  *  for  leave  to  bring  in  heads  or  an  Habeas 
Corpus  Bill,  observing,  that  the  liberty  of  Ireland  was 
insecure  until  an  Habeas  Corpus  Act  should  take 
place,  as  in  England.  Sir  Lucius  0*Bryen  called  the 
attention  of  the  house  to  their  freedom '  of  trad<e  with 
Portugal,  where  goods  of  Irish  manufacture  had  been 
stopped,  and  were  not  permitted  to  be  sold,  which 
subject  Mr.  Yelvertonf  complained  had  been  design- 
edly omitted  in  the  speech.  On  the  subsequent:  day, 
Mr.  Yelverton  gave  notice,  that  immediately  after  the 
recess^  he  should  move  the  house  for  leave  to  bring  in 
heads  of  a  bill  to  regulate  the  transmission  of  bills 
from  that  kingdom  to  England.  At  that  time, 
theip  constitution  was  the  constitution  of  England  in- 
verted. Bills  originated  with  the  British  minister ;  and 
with  that  house  it  only  remained  to  register,  or  reject 
t4iem.  Such  wag  the  miserable  state  of  Ireland,  and 
in  thj^t  state  it  would  remain,  as  long  as  a  monster, 
unknown  to  the  constitution,  a  British  attorney-ge- 
neral, through  the  influence  of  a  law  of  Poyning's,  had 
power  to  alter  their  bills.  The  mischief  of  this  had 
been  recently  manifested  in  an  ahered  sugar^bill,  which 
had  nearly  annihilated  their  trade  to  the  West-Indies. 
State  of  The  activity  of  the  Castle  to  ensure  a  majority  in 

parties  at  '  ^         j 

this  June     parliament  endeavoured  to  keep  pace  with  the  in- 

ture  in  Ire-  ^  .     . 

land.         crease  of  patnotism  \yithout.     The  people  had  arms, 
knew  their  use,  and  had  resolved  not  to  quit  them, 

*  1  Pari.  Debates,  p.  la 

f  Afterwards  Lord  Avonmore. 
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till  they  had  attained  the  object  of  their  wishes,  }'^^^\ 
a  free  and  independent  constitution.  Administration 
confiding  in  its  number,  set  all  the  patriots  at  defiance. 
They  beheld  ministers  with  indignation,  and  considered 
them  in  fact  the  only  enemy,  they  had  to  encounter 
in  Ireland.  Mr.  Eden  was  a  man  of  information  and 
talent,  and  conducted  the  business  of  parliament 
widely  diflferent  from  his  predecessor  in  that  office. 
Yet  such  was  then  the  prejudice  against  every  thing 
British^  that  scarcely  a  debate  occurred,  in  which  severe 
reflections  were  not  thrown  on  the  lord*lieutenant  and 
his  secretary's  partiality  for  England.  During  Lord 
Carlisle's  admii)inistration,  the  numbers  of  the  two 
parties  in  the  house  of  commons  continued  nearly  as 
they  had  been  left  by  his  predecessor.  Some  of  the 
leading  men  of  each  party  shifted  sides.  Early  in  the 
session  *,  Mr.  Flood  declared,  that  the  fate  of  the  na- 
tion depended  on  the  motion  then  before  the  house  (for 
going  into  the  consideration  of  the  Portugal  trade)  : 
that  they  should  not  trust  any  minister,  that  counter 
nanced  a  perpetual  mutiny  bill :  and  that  they  would  be 
execrated  by  posterity,  if  they  abandoned  that  mo- 
tion f.  On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  George  Ponsonby 
declared,  that  as  he  saw  the  minister  acting  obviously 
for  the  interest  of  Ireland,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to 
support  him ;  and  he  would  ever  assist  him  while  he 
acted  upon  the  same  principle.  But  the  debate, 
which  brought  forth  Mr.  Flood  in  full  opposition  to 

♦  Vij.  on  the  l6t  of  Nov.  1781—1  Pari.  Debates,  p.  30. 

f  It  was  negatived  by  a  inajoritj  of  117  against  44.     1  Pari. 
Pebates,  p.  30. 
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the  mini^er,  was  on  the  supplies,  which  involved  the 
question  upon  the  state  of  the  nation  *• 

On  the  13th  of  November,  1781,  Mr.  Grattan 
made  a  modon  for  bringing  in  heads'  of  a  bill  to  ex* 
plain,  amend,  and  limit  an  act  to  prevent  mutiny  and 
deserdon  in  the  army  ;  which  was  seconded  by  Mr, 
Flood.  On  this  occasion  some  few  of  the  more  inde** 
pendent  members  of  the  ministerial  party  sided  with  the 
opposition ;  the  division  being  77  for  and  i3S  against 
the  motion.  Mr.  Eden  said,  as  a  servant  of  the  public, 
he  was  determined,  at  all  times,  to  guard  against  the  en- 
thusiasm of  the  day,  whatever  it  might  be.  He  had 
found  the  mudny  law  recently  established  by  large 
majorides ;  the  execution  of  it  had  passed  immediately 
through  his  hands,  almost  from  its  commencement ; 
and  he  had  found  it  full  of  expediency,  and  void  of 
mischief.     He  would  therefore  resist  the  modon. 

Upon  receipt  of  the  melancholy  news  of  the  sur- 
render of  Lord  Comwallis's  army  to  the  French 
in  America,  Mr.  Yelverton,  after  a  very  impressive 
speech  f,  moved,  for  an  address  to  express  their 
loyalty  and  attachment  to  his  majesty's  royal  person, 
family,  and  government,  and  to  assure  his.  majesty 
that  they  held  it  to  be  their  indispensable  duty,  as  it 
was  their  hearty  inclinadon  to  support  his  majesty  to 


.  *  Mr.  Flood's  conduct,  personal  feeling,  and  much  of  hU 
speech  on  the  loss  of  his  place>  and  in  reply  to  observations  on  his 
change,  may  be  seen.  Historical  Review,  p.  537,  &c.  vol.  I. 

f  1  Pari.  Deb.  p.  124.  This  speech  of  Mr.  Yelrerton  is  fraught 
whh  that  patriotic  and  constitutional  spirit^  which  on  all  national 
subjects  he  never  failed  to  display. 
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the  utmost  of  their  abilities,  and  to  restore  the  bless-  ^1^^* 
ings  of  a  lasting  an  J  honorable  peace.  Several  friends 
of  Mr.  Yelverton*s  conceiving,  that  his  motion  might 
commie  them  in  an  approbation  of  the  American 
war,  declined  supporting  it :  the  question  however 
was  carried  by  a  majority  of  167  against  37. 

On  the  7th  of  December  Mr.  Grattan  beinir  called  ^^-  g»^^- 

"  tan  »  mo- 

to  by  the  house,  rose  to  state  to  them  the  financial  «'on  'o^  an 

'  ^  ^  examina- 

situation   of  the   country :    but   previously   intreated  «'•"  ^  ^^^ 

'  ^  national 

them  not  to  give  a  rakers  ear  to  a  subject  necessary  cxpcnccs. 
for  their  consideration,  though  painful  to  their  pati- 
ence. He  stated  their  debt,  including  annuities,  at 
2,667,600/. ;  which  he  observed  had  not  been  accu^ 
mulated  by  directing  the  artillery  of  their  arms  against 
a  foreign  enemy,  but  by  directing  the  artillery  of  the 
treasury  against  their  constitution;  it  was  a  debt  of 
patronage  and  prostitution.  After  a  minute  investi-* 
gation  into,  and  a  severe  invective  against  every  spe- 
cies of  venality,  unaccoimtable  waste,  and  ill-directed 
profusion,  he  moved  for  a  committee  to  examine  the 
ezpences  of  the  nation,  and  to  consider  of  such  re- 
trenchments as  should  seem  necessary^  Mr.  Foster 
undertook  the  bold  task  of  refuting  every  position  of 
Mr.  Grattan. 

On  the  1 1  th  of  December,  *  Mr.  Flood  entered  \[t.  Fiood^i 

1        •  1  .  r  ¥^         •       »      1  .  *     motion  for 

upon  the  important  subject  or  royning  s  law,  with  the  expla- 
nation of 

Poyning's 

*  Pari.  Debates,  p.  153.     Mr.  Flood's  speech  on  this  important  ^*^' 
law  to  Ireland^  is  a  most  solid  and  explicit  statement  of  the  nature, 
spirit^  and  operation  of  it ;  and  the  best  historical  clue  to  the  de* 
vclopment  of  the  roafty  political  maiioeuvres  carried  on  under  its 
sanction.  His  argument  fs  fully  given.  Hist,  Review,  vol.  1. 560,  &c. 
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17BI.  great  erudition  and  eloquence.  He  concluded  with  ob* 
serving,  that  the  law  was  not  in  fault ;  the  vile  inter- 
preter only  was  to  be  blamed.  An  interpreter  (the  Eng- 
lish attorney-general),  placed  between  the  kihg  and 
people :  a  monster  unknovm  to  the  constitution,  whose 
office  was  to  stifle  the  voice  of  the  people,  and  to  pre- 
vent -the  king  from  hearing ;  to  render  the  people 
dumb,  and  the  king  deaf.  In  order  therefore  to  re- 
store the  constitution  to  its  native  vigour,  and  to  ob- 
viate the  evil  effects  of  misinterpretation,  he  moved 
two  resolutions,  viz.  That  a  committee  be  appointed 
to  examine  the  precedents  and  records  that  day  pro- 
duced, and  such  others,  as  might  be  necessary  to 
explain  Poyning's  law.  If  that  were  granted,  he 
would  follow  it  with  a  declaration  from  the  report  of 
that  committee,  what  the  law  of  Poyning,  and  what 
the  constitution  of  that  country  actually  were.  The 
Provost  answered  Mr.  Flood  in  a  very  learned  and 
temperate  speech.  The  attorney-general  opposed  him 
with  more  than  his  usual  vehemence.  -At  a  late  hour 
Mr.  Flood's  first  resolution  was  negatived,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  139  against  67. 
Mr.Gardi.        Mr.  Luke  Gardiner*,  from  hi^  observations  on  the 

ncr  incro-  •  •       r      i 

duces  the     Spirit  01  tolcration  throughout  the  continent,  lamented 

subject  o^        1        •     ,       J  .         , 

catMn:  re^  that  Ireland  was  the  most  intolerant  country  in  all  Eu- 

licf. 

rope,  which  he-consideVed  as  a  high  disgrace  to  the  re- 
formed religion,  t  On  the  1 3th  of  December,  1 78 1  ^  a 
conversation  took  place  on  the  heads  of  a  bill  for  giving 

*  Afterwards  Loaxl  Mountjoy. 
t  1  Pari.  Deb.  p.  175. 
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further  relief  to  his  Majesty's  subjects  of  Ireland  pro-  *782. 
fessing  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  when  Mr.  Gar- 
diner said)  that  he  was  taking  the  utmost  pains  to  bring 
it  forward  in  such  a  shape,  as  would  render  it  accept- 
able to  every  gentleman  in  the  house,  as  in  a  case  of 
such  great  importance  unanimity  was  earnestly  to  be 
desired.  Several  objections  were  taken  to  the  time, 
to  the  nature  of  the  concession,  and  to  the  inflamed 
state  of  the  public  mind.  It  went  no  further  than 
conversation.  The  house  of  commons  met  for  the 
last  time  before  their  adjournment  on  Christmas-day, 
when  Mr.  Gardiner  observed,  that  as  many  members 
had  expressed  their  anxiety  to  know  the  purport  of 
his  intended  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Roman  Catholics,^ 
and  as  the  house  had  given  no  orders  for  printing  it, 
he  would  have  it  printed  and  distributed  at  his  own 
expence,  that  gentlemen  might  have  an  opportunity 
of  maturely  considering  it  during  the  recess.  On  that 
occasion  Mr.  Grattan  observed,  that  it  was  allowed  on 
all  sides,  that  some  indulgence  should  be  granted  to 
the  Roman  Catholics.  He  wished  the  house  to  do  it 
handsomely,  for  the  merits  and  sufferings  of  the 
Roman  Catholics  claimed  it  from  them.  They  were 
not  to  be  judged  by  their  creed,  as  understood  by 
their  adversaries :  their  actions  proved  them  dutiful 
and  loyal. 

On  Sist  of  January,  1782,  Mr.  Gardiner  gave  no-  Mr.  Gardi- 
tice  of  his  intention  to  bring  in  heads  of  a  bill  for  the  ticcor  the 
relief  of  the  Roman  Catholics  in  Ireland*.    The  Hon.  bIii/° 

•  1  Pari.  Deb.  p.  199- 
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1782.  John  Burke  opposed  thie  introduction  of  a  bill,  tl 
would  abolish  all  the  restraints,  which  the  wisdc 
of  their  ancestors  had  laid  upon  that  people.  Lea 
was  given  however,  without  further  opposition, 
bring  them  in.  On  the  5th  of  February,  Mr.  G: 
diner  being  indisposed,  Mr.  Dillon  presented  hea 
of  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  whi 
brought  on  a  debate,  in  which  several  other  lej 
ing  members  of  the  house  declared  their  sentimei 
in  favour  of  them.  But  on  the  order  of  the  d 
for  going  into  the  bill,  a  conversarion  took  ph 
upon  the  propriety  of  its  being  then  committed,  wh 
the  house,  which  was  uncommonly  crowded  wi 
strangers,  was  appalled  by  Mr.  Fitzgibbon's  apprizi 
them*,  that  till  that  morning  he  had  never  consider 
the  bill  as  dangerous ;  but  on  reading  it  over  ca: 
fully,  the  first  clause  struck  him  as  a  repeal  of  t 
Act. of  Settlement,  the  Act  of  Forfeiture,  and  t 
Act  of  Resumption ;  that  if  so,  it  must  destroy  t 
new  titles  under  the  Popery  laws,  and  entangle  t 
whole  kingdom  in  a  maze  of  confusion.  He  the 
fore  intreated  the  friends  of  the  bill  to  agree  with  h 
in  putting  it  off,  till  those  doubts  should  be  dc 
away  \  or  till  that  clause  could  be  modified,  so  as 
grant  relief  to  the  catholics  without  injuring  the  p 
sons  holding  under  the  new  titles.  Even  the  att 
ney-gcncral  consented  to  commit  the  bill,  to  sh 
the  people,  that  the  bouse  was  sincere,  and  fu 
resolved  to  give  them  the  utmost,  that  could  safely 

*  1  Pari.  Deb.  p.  241. 


The  Reign  of  George  ItL  sd? 

granted.     The  house  then  went  into  a  committee,     ^782- 
when  the  bill  was  read,  and  the  further  consideration 
of  it  adjourned  to  a  near  day.     Mr.  Fitzgibbon  aban-  ' 
doned  his  opinion,  which  had  given  the  alarm. 

The  great  body  of  the  people  had  arms  in  their  condurt 
haads,  and  freedom  in  their  hearts  ;  they  were  rising  ^'«"«  °f  ^^'^^ 

'JO    volunteers. 

gradually  into  the  use  of  arms,  were  organized  into 
discipline,  and  united  in  one  common  object,  the  de- 
teraunati(Hi  to  attain  legislative  independence.  The 
officers  of  the  southern  battalion  of  Lord  Charlemont's 
Armagh  regiment,  took  the  lead,  and  gave  move- 
ment to  the  important  measures  of  the  volunteer 
army :  they  met  and  came   to  *  resolutions,  which 

*  As  Ireland  owes  so  much  to  the  Volunteers,  the  reader  may 
bt  desirous  to  know  the  nature  and  spirit  of  their  first  public 
meeting.  The  following  resolutions  gave  rise  to  all  their  future 
operations. 

•'  First  Ulster  Regiment,  commanded  by  the  Earl  of  Chnrleraont. 

*'  At  a  full   meeting,  holden  at  Armagh,  on  Friday,  the 

18th  day  of  December,  178I,  of  the  officers  and  delegates  of 

the  southern  battalion  of  the  said  regiment,  consisting  of  eleven 

companies,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

"  Francis  Evans,  Esq.  in  the  chair.  The  following  resoUuions 
were  unanimously  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  in  lOl  the 
newfpapers  published  within  the  province  of  Ulster,  and  in- the 
Volunteer  Journal  of  the  City  of  Dublin. 

"  Resolved,  That  with  the  utmost  concern,  we  behold  the  little 
attention  paid  (o  the  constitutional  rights  of  this  kingdom,  by  the 
majority  of  those,  whose  duty  it  is  to  establish  and  preserve  the 
same* 

"  Rfsolvedt  That  to*  avert  the  impending  changer  from  the  na- 
tion, and  to  restore  thli^nstitution  to  its  original  purity,  the  most 
vigorous  and  effectual  methods  must  be  pursued,  to  root  out  cor- 
ruption and  court  influence  from  the  legislative  boJy. 
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J  782.  they  published  throughout  the  province  of  Ulster  ana 
in  Dublin. 
First  meet-  The  meeting,  ill  conse^uende  of  this  requisition^ 
iroiumcers.  was  one  of  the  most  important  transactions  in  the 
modern  annals  of  Ireland.  As  soon  as  this  bold  call 
appeared,  the  Castle  took  the  alarm.  Captain  Evafis 
was  the  ostensible  man,  but  to  takef  him  up  might 
bring  things  to  immediate  extremities;  to  take  nd 
notice  of  it  might  be  dangerous ;  a  middle  course  was 
determined  on,  and  every  possible  means  were  used  to 
suppress  the  meeting :  the  words  of  the  requisition 
were  animadverted  on ;  and  many,  even  of  the  best 
friends  of  Ireland,  wished  no  meeting  had  been  called. 
As  the  awful  15th  day  of  February,  1782,  approach- 

« 

"  ResolveJ,  That  to  open  a  path  towards  the  attaining  this  de- 
sirable point,  it  is  absolutely  rrquisite  that  a  meeting  be  held  in 
the  most  central  town  in  the  province  of  Ulster,  which  we  con- 
ceive to  be  Dungjnnon,  to  which  said  meeting  every  volunteer 
association  of  ihe  sa4d  province  is  most  earnestly  requested  to  send 
delegates,  then  and  iliere  to  deliberate  on  the  present  alarming 
situation  of  public  atfiirs,  and  to  determine  on,  and  publish  to 
their  country  what  niny  be  the  result  of  said  meeting. 

*'  Rewlved,  That  as  many  real  and  lasting  advantages  may  arise 
to  this  kingdom,  from  siid  intended  meeting  being  held,  before 
the  present  session  of  parliament  is  much  farther  advanced,  Friday* 
the  )5th  day  of  February  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  is 
hereby  appointed  (oj  said  meeting,  at  Dungannon  as  aforesaid. 

**  Resohed,  That  as  at  said  meeting,  it  is  highly  probable  the 
idea  of  forming  brigades^  will  be  agitated  and  considered,  the 
several  corps  of  volu-nieers  who  send  delegates  to  s^id  meeting, 
are  requested  lo  vest  in  them  a  power  to  aypciate  with  some  onc^ 
of  such  brigades  as  may  he  then  formed. 

'^  Francis  Evans,  ChairmaD." 


The  Reign  of  George  UL  *209 

€d,  men  of  every  description  manifested  their  deep  \7^'^* 
concern  in  the  event.  The  administration  was  con- 
sidered by  them,  all  to  have  treated  the  demands  of 
the  people  with  scorn  :  wd  they  charged  the  parlia- 
ment with  having  leagued  with  administration  against 
them.  They  had  arms  in  their  hands,  but  no  chain 
of  correspondence,  which  could  alone  give  efEcacy  to  - 
their  resolves.  Thus  circumstanced,  a  meeting  was 
formed,  attended  by  Lord  Charleinont^  Mn  Flood, 
Mr.  Grattan,  Mr.  Stewart  (member  for  Tyrone), 
and  Mr.  Dobbs,  a  barrister^  -at  which  were  passed 
the  famous  resoludons  of  Dungwnon.  They  were 
S 1  in  number,  and  their  general  substance  as  follows; 

That   wfaeteas  it   had  been   asserted,  that  volun-  SifUtince 

,  ,  ,  .  ,  .  ,   ,  of  the  Dun- 

teers,  as  such,  could  not  with  propriety    debate  or  gannon  re- 

,1.,,.  ..  i**i         1*  t       solutions* 

publish  their  opinions  on  poimcal  subjects,  or  on  the 
conduct  of  parliament,  or  public  men;  they  re- 
vived that  a  citizen,  by  learning  the  use  of  arms,  did 
not  abandon  any  of  his  civil  rights.  1  hat  a  claim  of 
any  body  of  men,  other  than  the  king,  lords,  and  coin- 
mons  of  Ireland,  to  make  laws  to  bind  that  king- 
dom, was  unconstitutional,  illegal,  and  a  grievance. 
That  the  powers  exercised  by  the  privy  council  of 
both  kingdoms,  under  colour  or  pretence  of  the 
law  of  Poynings,  were  unconstitutional  and  a  griev- 
ance. That  the  ports  of  Ireland  were  by  right  open 
to  all  foreign  countries  not  at  war  with  the  king. 
That  a  mutiny  bill  not  limited  in  point  of  duration 
from  session  to  session  was  unconstitutional.  That 
the  independencelrf  the  judges  was  as  essential  to  the 
impartial  administration  of  justice  in  Ireland,  as  irji 

VOL.  II.  P 
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^82^  England.  That  the  minority  in  parliament,  who  hai^ 
supported  their  constitutional  rights,  Were  entitled  to- 
thanks.  That  four  members  from  each  county  of 
the  province  of  Ulster  be  appointed  a  committee,  till 
the  next  general  meeting,  to  act  for  the  volunteer  corps 
there  represented,  and  to  communicate  with  other 
volunteer  associations.  That  they  would  not  con* 
sume  any  wine  of  the  growth  of  Portugal,  raitil  thehr 
exports  should  be  received  in  the  kingdom  of  Portugal, 
as  the  manufactures  of  part  of  the  British  empire. 
That  they  held  the  right  of  private  judgment  in  mat. 
ters  of  religion,  to  be  equally  sacred  in  others,  as  in 
themselves.  And  therefore,  as  men,  and  as  Irishmen^ 
as  Christians,  and  as  Protestants,  they  rejoiced  in  the 
relaxation  of  the  penal  laws  against  their  Roman  Ca* 
tholic  fellowisubjects*. 

*  The  short  and  spirited  address  of  the  volunteers  Co  the  mi* 
nority  in  parliament,  deserves  to  be  handed  down  to  the  latest 
posterity. 

*'  To  the  Right  Honorable  and  Honorable  the  Minority  in  both 

Houses  of  Parliament. 

"  My  Lords  and  GsnxlsmbN) 

'*  Wb  thank  you  for  your  noble  and  spirited,  though 
hitherto  inefiectual  efforts,  in  defence  of  the  great  constitutional 
and  commercial  rights  of  your  country.  Go  on !  the  aknost 
unammous  voice  of  the  people  is  with  you  \  and  in  a  fVee  couDtry 
the  voice  of  the  people  must  prevail.  We  know  our  daty  to 
our  sovareigQ,  and  are  loyal.  We  know  f^r  duty  to  ourselves,  and 
are  resolved  to  b^  ftee.  We  aeek  for  our  rights,  aad  nq  moro  than 


7%«  Reign  of  Geergt  ill  81 1 

« 

Thus  4nded  the  business  of  thitf  memorable  4xf.     ^7^^ 
The  nieediig  wa^  m  the  church.    The  eouady  rejoiced  f^Mcalde 
at  the  temper  and  firmness  of  the  prpceechngs :  it's  of cbec!^. 
Enemies  were  cEsappoixKftd.    To  divide  an4  cosqucr*  Se^. 
had  been  too  long  the  odious  poli^  of  the  cajBtle  i 
i\M.  of  Dungannon,  was  to  v^e  and  be  vi(:Sorio|i^ 
These  resolutiaiis  were  erected  as  Che  st^dafd,  Xg 
wfateh  ail  the  volunteers  repaired*     CPffMuittees  of 
correspondence  were  forHied,  and  &^  m^kw^  coipr 

Unttee  crowned  the  businesAi 

« 

Within  five  days  «&er  the  passing  of  the  Dimgan^  Mr.^di^ 
noB  res(^ons,  when  the  kooum  Catholic  Bill  was  ^fJUSt^ 
la  the  committee  *9  Mr.  Qardiiicr  observed,  that  he  ^^ 
IMS  happy  to  fmd  chit  Uberai  spine  of  toleraijop^ 
whkh  had  originated  in  that  house,  so  widely  dif<«' 
fiised  throughout  the  kingdom.    The  delegate^  «t 
DnngBnnon  had  proved,  that  the  pe9ple  of  the  north 
1»ere  -m  £or4irard  to  giamt  tolmvutw^  4s  the  cathodes 
could  be  to  receive  it*    He  hipptd  to  obtain  the  una^ 
nimpos  approbstioA  of  itbe  house  {  and  had  therefore 
divided  thejmdii:lgeaciss,  which  he  thought  oiig^  ;p  be 
granted  to  Roman  Catholics,  ugijfio  five,  heads.     TtofL , 
6rst»  and  that,  which  he  them  intended  to  propopi  t^r 
the  oovBiaittee,  r^speieted  their  enjoyment  of  property; 
4ie  second,  th^  free  ^cercise  f^  rdigion :  the  thin^ 


our  righU ;  sad,  ia  jo  just  a  pohuit^  we  ahoold  doobt  the  Mi^ 
<4  a  Frosidenc^^  if  we  doubted  of  guccess. 

"  Signed  by  order^ 

"  WfLLIAH  IiTin,  CfailntMO.^ 

"•'  Vic.  ou  the  20lb  cf  Fsbrosiy,  xjn.     l  All.  Dslstsi^ 
p.  141. 
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1782.    educarion :  the  fourth,  marriage :  and  the  fifth,  which/ 
^^^*^    from  the  disposition  of  the  committee,  he  did  not  then 
think  expedient    to    agitate,   regarded    self-defence. 
The  attomey-geheral,  and  some  other  leading  men  in 
the  commons,  opposed  the  bill.     Even  Mr,  Flood  ob- 
jected to  catholics  acquiring  any  power  in  the  state, 
which  he  contended  they  would  by  the  alxlity  of  pos- 
sessing freehold  land,  which  carried  with  it  an  influ- 
ence in  elections  for  meinbers  of  parliament.     The 
liberal  and  enlightened  mind  of  Mr.  Grattan  was  for 
•  ^       the  removal  of  every  disability,  that  deprived  the  ca- 
tholic of  his  full  participation  of  the  constitution. 
He  spoke  highly  of  the  constitutional  principles  of 
the  catholic  body.     Nor  should  it  be  mentioned  as  a 
feproach  to  them^  that  they  fought  under  the  banner 
of  King  James^  when  it  was  recollected,  that  before 
they  entered  the  field,  they  eiittorted  from  him  a  Magna 
Charta,  a  British  constitution.    He  should  be  ashamed 
of  giving  freedom  to  but  six   hundred  thousand  of 
his  countrymen,  when  he  could  extend  it  to  millions. 
Fortunately  for  the  catholics,  Mr.  Gardiner's  bill  was 
i  not  made  a  governmient  question,  or  it  w6uld  pro- 
fcably  have  fallen  before  the  same  majority,   which 
had  uniformly  opposed  every  constitutional  question, 
brought  before  them  since  the  commencement  of  the 
American  war.    The  nearer  the  fatal  ministry  of  Lord 
North  drew  to  its  dissolution,  the  more  violent  were 
its  agonizing  struggles  against  the  patriotic  efforts  of 
Ireland  to  obtain  a  free  and  independent  constituotm. 
Ml  Grattan      Within  the  octave, of  the  great  civic  festival  at  Dun- 
idd^''to    gannon,  Mr.  Grattan,  as  the  herald  and  oracle  q£  his 
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armed  countrymen,  moved  in  the  house  of  com-  178. 
mons  *^  for  an  address  to  the  Kmg,  '^  To  assure  the  King 
his  majesty  with  unfeigned  attachment  to  his  person  gtsUtiTe  in- 

j  .,  irTii  dewendcoce 

md  government,  that  the  people  of  Ireland  were  a  Ireland. 
free  people ;  the  crown  of  Ireland  a  distinct  kingdom,^ 
with  a  parliament  of  her  own ;  and  that  with  one 
voice  they  protested  against  the  ii)terposition  of  any 
other  parlikment  in  its  legislation.  That  the  claim  of 
the  British  parliament,  to  legislate  for  Ireland,  was  use- 
less to  England,  cruel  to  Ireland,  and  without  any 
foundation  in  law.  That  impressed  with  a  high  sense 
of  the  justice  of  the  British  character,  and  in  reliance  on 

•  Oo  the  22d  of  Febmary^  i7S2.  l  Fkrl.  Deb.  p.  2G6.  He 
Inhered  id  his  motion  with  a  brilliaDt  speech,  in  which  he  referred 
by  biitoricai  allusion  to  America^  and  the  weakness  of  the  admi* 
nistration^  which  occasioned  its  loss  to  Great  Britain.  A  pecu- 
liar excellency  of  that  great  man's  oratory  is^  that  it  applies  as 
forcibly  to  existing  dicomstanoes,  as  to  those  which  immediately 
occasioned  the  exertion  of  his  stupendous  powers.  *'  How  futile 
and  absurd  are  all  the  arguments,  that  teem  on  this  occasion 
from  the  government  press  ?  I  am  for  tranquillity ;  it  is  for 
honorable  tranquiUity  $  but  when  I  see  an  administration,  iinable 
to  make  a  blow  against  an  enemy>  tyrannize  over  Ireland,  I  am 
bound  to  exert  every  power  to  oppose  it. 
<  "  Ireland  is  in  strength ;  she  has  acquired  that  strength  by  the 
weakness  of  Britain :  for  Ireland  was  saved,  when  America  was 
lost :  when  England  conquered,  Ireland  was  coerced ;  when  she 
was  defeated,  Ireland  was  relielved)  and  when  Charles-town  was 
taken,  the  mutiny  and  sugar  bUis  were  altered.  Have  yon  not  all 
pf  you,  when  you  heard  of  a  defeat,  at  the  same  instant,  condoled 
with  England,  and  congratulated  Ireland  ? 

"  If  England  were  for  a  moment  awake  to  her  own  interests^ 
she  would  come  forward,  and  invite  us  to  her  arms,  by  doing 

away  every  cause  of  jealousy.** 

P  3 
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i78d*  hfo  majtsty's  paternal  care^  they  had  aet  forth  thtir 
right  and  sentiQitnia,  without  prescribing  any  mode  t^ 
llig  majesty,  and  threw  themselves  on  his  royal  wi»- 
dom."  Mr.  Br^wnlowi^conded  the  nidticm,  remarking 
f htt  the  people  knew  their  rights ;  and  it  was  need* 
less  for  government  to  pretend  to  oppose  what  molt 
M  laM  be  obtained.  The  attorney-general  opposet) 
the  address  Ijy  moviiig  to  hare  k  pu.l  off  lo  the  first 
of  August;    which  ill6d(»i    was    carried    by    157 

Mr.  riooTf      As  ft^vemmeiit  ^kffie^ed,  tiiat  the  late  division  MaiiM 
tiont  nepi'  f}ie  addresS  did  not  involve  the  question  of  right  m 
/Great  Britain  tq  jb^nd  Ireland  |^y  legislative  acts,  the 
pietriot!^  returned  f6  the  chE»^e ;  bttt  by  a  similar  ma- 
jority the  mii^stry  nfegativ^  •  Mr.  Flood's  two  selfr 
evident  resolutions :    That  the  iqiemb^rs  of  that  house 
were  the  only  r^resentatives  of  the  people  of  Ireland* 
Ai^d  that  the  consent  of  the  commons  was  indispen- 
sably  tle^essafy  to  r^ndfer  any  statute  bmding. 
K^^CHnii-      •j^g  |^^^j3  p£  ^Yie  Roman  Catholic  bills  in  their 
thoiic  biiu.  progi^ess  through   the  committee  pccasSoned  several 
warm  debates.    The  first  of  them^  intituled*  An  Act 
for  thefurth^  Relief  qfkis  Mafesty*3  Subjects  of  this 
Kingdom  professing  the  Roman  Catholic  Religion -f^ 
taking  notice  that  the  contiauance  of  several  of  the 
Popery  laws  was  unnecessary,  and  injurious  to  Ire* 
)and,  enabled  catholics  to  take,  hold,  and  dispose  of 
lands   and  hereditaments  in  the  satne   nianner  a$ 

♦  1  TarL  Debates,  p.  279.    tbt  dhrinoo  was  137  against  76. 

*  I 
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Pkptestants:  (except  advowsons  and  manors,  a&d  ^^is. 
boroughs  retumixig  members  for  parliament.)  it  re» 
moved  several  pe&adties  from  such  of  the  clergy,  as 
diould  have  taken  the  oath  (^  allegiance  and  been  re« 
gistered}  and  repealed  several  of  the  most  noxious 
parts  of  the  acts  of  Ann  and  Geo.  I.  and  Geo.  11.  *. 
The  second  bill  bespc^e  it's  purport  upon  the  £u:e 
of  it's  title  t ;  ^n  Act  to  ailow  Persons  professvig 
.the  Popish  Religion  to  teach  School  in  this  Kingdom^ 
imd  for  the  regulating  the  Education  of  Papists^  and 
eJso  to  repeal  Parts  of  certain  Laws  relative  to  the 
Guardianship  jof  their  Children.  When  Mr.  Gardi- 
ner pn^>o8ed  his  third  hill,  which  was  for  establishing 
intermarriages  between  Protestants  amd  Roman  Ca- 
tholics^  the  house  divided  upon  it,  and  the  bill  was 
n^atived  by  a  majority  of  eight }. 

*  Such  at  the  power  giveo  to  a  magiitrate  to  fine  and  impriton 
mmry  papiac  refoaing  to  appear  aad  declare  upon  aadi  when  and 
where  he  had  last  heard  mass,  who  celebrated  and  assisted  at  it» 
and  the  residence  of  any  popish  ecclesiastic :  such  as  prohibited 
a  papist  to  have  a  horse  of  the  value  of  5/.  under  certain  penaltiesy 
and  which  emMed  the  diief  governor  to  ac&ze  all  their  hursea 
upon  any  invasioB  or  intestine  war  likely  to  happen :  such  as  en- 
aMed  the  grand  jury  to  present  the  reimbursing  ai  all  robberies 
and  depredations  of  privateers  in  time  of  war  upon  the  real  and 
personal  eatate  of  the  catholics  within  4he  county :  such  as  sob- 
jected  every  catholic  to  certain  peoaltieay  who  did  not  provide  a 
piotestant  watchman  to  watch  in  his  turn :  and  such  as  subjected 
to  certain  penalties  every  catholic,  who  should  take  or  purchaae  a 
house  in  Limerick  or  Galway,  or  tha  suburbs  thereof. 


t  21  and  22  Geo.  III.  c.  62. 
t  IQ  Jonm.  Com.  p.  317< 
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ifw.         The  great  opposition  proceeded  from   the  Aroh- 


Natureof    bishop  of  Cashell's  interest.    Sevei'^whd  held  places 
the  oppo- 
sition CO  the  under  government,  were  also  adverse.     Government 

catholic  °  , 

bills.  gave  neither  countenance  nor  support,  though  some 

supporters  of  govemitiait  favoured  the  measure. 
These  bills  were  viewed ,  in  very  opposite  lights  by 
different  descriptions  of  persons.  Some  considered 
them  as  ruinous  to  the  protestant  ascendancy  in  Ire- 
land>  and  therefore  opposed  them  in  every  stage: 
others  considered  them  too  liberal,  although  some  en- 
couragement ought  to  be  given  to  the  iong  tried  and 
then  much  wanted  fidelity  of  the  catholics.  A  third 
class  inclined  to  grant  even  more,  than  these  bills  im- 

/  •  ported ;  though  they  still  maintained,  that  the  Irish 

catholics  were  to  be  kept  in  a  civil  subordination  to 
the  privileged  order  pf  pirotestants.  And  ^  foprth  .un- 
equivocally declared,  that  national  justice  and  poh'cy 
demanded  the  complete  emancipation  of  the  catholics^ 
and  a  perfect  civil  amalgamation  of  the  whole  Irish 
people*. 

Decline  of        Althoueh  these  and  some  other  bills  did  not  re- 
Lord  Car-        .       ,  ,  ' 
lisic's  ad.     ceive  the  royal  assent  during  the  vice-royalty  of  X^rd 

tion  and 
his  resigna- 
tion. *  Mr.  Burke  in  a  ietter  to  a  peer  of  Ireland  upon  this  bill 

(printed  in  London^  17B5)  says,  *'  To  look  at  the  bill,  in  the  ab- 
stract, it  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  a  renewed  act  of  universal; 
unmitigated,  indispensable,  exceptionless  disqualification.  One 
Wbc^  imagine,  that  a  bill  inflicting  such  a  multitude  of  incapa- 
cities, had  followed  on  the  heels  of  a  conquest,  made  by  a  veiy 
fierce  enemy,  under  the  impression  of  recent  animosity  and  re- 
sentment. No  man,  on  reading  that  bill,,  could  imagine  he  was 
reading  an  act  of  amnesty  and  indulgence.  It  has  surely  much 
more  the  air  of  a  table  of  proscriptions,  than  an  act  of  grace.  '* 
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Carlisle,  yet  having  been  brought  forward  under  him,  ^7^2. 
they  may  be  considered  as  acts  of  his  administration. 
Such  also  was  the  bill*  for  establishing  a  national 
bank  of  Ireland,  with  some  other  beneficial  bills  of  re- 
gulation. As  the  Irish  administration  was  but  a  sub- 
ordinate part  of  that  of  Great  Britain,  it  was  natural., 
that  the  lord-lieutenant  and  his  secretary  should  carry 
matters  with  g  less  high  hand,  when  once  they  per- 
ceived the  opposition  of  Great  Britain  gaining  ground, 
and  hastening  the  downfal  of  that  ill-fatedf  ministry, 
which  had  weakened  the  British  empire  by  the  loss  of 
her  American  colonies,  the  useless  sacrifice  of  one 
hundred  thousand  lives,  and  the  accumulation  of 
above  a  hundred  millions  of  national  debt. 

One  of  the  last  acts  of  Mr.  Eden*s,  in  the  commons,  Ustactoi 
was  the  communication  of  his  Majesty's  answer  to 
their  address  relative  to  the  affairs  of  Portugal.  Lord 
Carlisle  foreseeing  in  the  change  of  ministry  a  total 
change  of  principles  and  measures  with  reference  to 
Ireland,  and  having  received  no  fresh  instruaions  or 
support  from  the  British  cabinet,  wished  only  to  carry 
some  of  the  then  pending  bills  up  to  the  lords ;  and 
on  the  14th  of  March,  1782,  adjourned  the  parliament 
to  the  16th  of  April.     By  that  time  a  general  change 

*  21  and  22  Geo.  III.  c.  xvi. 

t  The  first  unequivocal  symptom  of  the  down&l  of  Lord  North's 
administration,  was  the  resignation  of  Lord  George  Germaine.  Tlie 
unpopularity,  treatment,  and  conduct  of  the  American  secretary, 
atid  sieveral  important  circumstances  relative  to  the  change  of  that 
administration,  may  be  seen  in  iny  Historical  Review,  vol.  I.  p. 
^84,  &c. 
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I7d9«  having  taken  place  in  the  British  ministry,  Mr.  Edeu 
went  to  London  with  Lord  Carlisle's  resignation  of 
the  lieutenancy,  desiring  only  time  to  m^e  some 
necessary  arrangements,  and  to  close  the  session  of 
parliament. 
Appoint-  On  the  14th  of  April,  the  Duke  of  Portland  arrived 
Duitcof     in  Dublin,  and  immediately  took  upon  himself  the 

'Portland,  '  ,  , 

and  Mr.     government  of  Ireland.     Mr.  Eden,  speedily  after  his 

Eden'f  con.  ^    ,  >  . 

duct  in  the  arrival  in  England,  laid  before  the  British  parliament*, 

BritiSQ 

coQUQons.  a  view  of  Ireland  during  the  two  last  years ;  acquainted 
the  house  with  the  measures^  which  ( he  said )  were 
then  forming ,  for  rendering  it  totally  independent  of 
the  British  legislature;  and  concluded  with  moving 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  so  much  of  the 
act  of  the  6th  of  George  I.  as  asserted  a  right  in  the 
King  and  parliament  of  Great  Britain  to  make  laws  to 
bind  that  kingdom.  The  precipitation^  with  which  a 
business  of  such  magnitude  and  importance  was  thus 
attempted  to  be  forced  on  the  house^  without  previous 
communication  with  any  of  his  Majesty's  ministers, 
or  knowledge  of  their  intentions,  was  severely  cen- 
sured, and  the  more  especially  as  it  appeared,  that  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  refused  to  give  any 

<*  The  debate  apon  the  tituation  of  Ireland  on  the  8th  of  April, 
1782>  in  the  British  house  of  commons,  was  so  illustrative  of  the 
ancient  system  of  governing  Ireland ;  m>  explanatory  of  the  views 
and  motives  of  Uie  British  cabinet^  in  the  difierent  measures  thej 
imposed  upon  that  kingdom^  that  the  reader  may  be  gratified  in 
learning,  fi'om  the  moutlis  of  the  actors  themselves^  a  complete  nar- 
rative of  this  great  revolution  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  In  the 
Appendix  to  my  Historical  Revifcw^  No.  LH^VIIL  the  whole  debate 
is  given. 
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ptttdtA  information  to  government  relative  to  the  state  ^/^ 
pi  the  country  he  had  just  left.  Mr.  Eden^  though  ^"^^^ 
loudly  called  on  to  withdraw  his  motion,  persisted  in 
urging  its  necessity;  and  in  vindication  of  his  own 
jroaduct,  stated,  that  the  reason  of  his  refusbg  to  hav« 
any  communication  with  his  Majesty's  present  servants, 
was  th^  great  want  of  attention  to  the  Earl  of  Carlisle^ 
which  they  had  shewn  in  the  mode  of  appointing  his 
£u£ce66or,  and  in  his  removal  from  the  lord-lietttenanay 
of  the  East  Riding  of  Yorkshire.  This  apology  serve4 
radier  to  increase  the  displeasure  of  the  house ;  a  mo* 
lion  of  censure  on  his  conduct  was  threatened;  and  it 
was  with  great  difficulty  he  was  at  last  brought  to 
.comply  with  the  general  wish  of  the  house  by  with«> 
drawing  his  motion.  Mn  Fox  informed  the  house  in 
the  course  of  this  debate,  that  the  ministers  of  the 
ctown,  during  the  short  time  they  had  been  in  office, 
bad  holden  three  or  four  councils,  solely  on  the  affiurs 
of  Ireland;  amd  that  he  hoped  very  soon,  perhaps 
within  the  next  four-and-twenty  hours,  to  lay  some 
preparatory  measure  before  them^ 

On  the  very  next  dav,  viz.  April  9th,  1782*,  Mr.  HitMtjcuy 

sendta  met* 

Secretary  Fox  communicated  the  following  message  «age  to  both 

boutci  of 
|0  the  house:  .     theBntith 

parliaiRcnt 

*'  GEORGE  R.  K™'"* 

*•  His  Majesty  being  concerned  to  find, 
that  discontents  and  jealousies  are  prevailing  among 

*  7  Pari.  Debates,  p.  a4v  And  op  the  same  day,  the  Bnt  at 
their  meeting,  a  meisags  to  the  like  tSaet  wu  delhrtied  to  the 
lordly  and  addreaiea  wera  naanirooutly  voted  by  both  )iouset. 
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*7«^  his  loyal  subjects  in  Ireland,  upon  matters  of  great 
weight  and  importance,  earnestly  recommends  to  this 
house,  to  take  the  same  into  their  most  serious  consi* 
deration,  in  order  to  such  a  final  adjustment  as  may 
give  mutual  satisfaction  to  both  kingdoms.  G.  R/' 
M.  Fox  Mn  -Secretary  Fox  expressed  in  strong  terms  the 
thankTto  sincere  wishes  of  his  Majesty's  ministers  to  secure  the 
jetty.  "**"  peace  and  welfare  of  Ireland.  The  hasty  step  proposed 
by  Mn  Eden  would  have  been  unwise 'and  impolitic. 
It  was  the  duty  of  government  to  conclude  an  arrange- 
ment for  posterity,  as  well  as  for  the  present  day :  and 
in  quieting  the  existing  jealousies,  to  establish  such  a 
principle  of  relation  and  constitution,  as  should  prevent 
future  discontents  from  arising.  He  believed  it  would  be 
easy  for  the  King's  ministers  to  do  as  their  prede(:essors 
had  done :  to  patch  up  a  temporary  cessation  of  claims, 
and  leave  to  those^  who  were  to  come  after  them,  all 
the  dangers  of  an  unsettled  constitution,  for  the  mean 
advantage  of  clearing  themselves  from  difficulties^ 
which  they  had  not  the  courage  to  meet  with  fairness. 
Jie  then  moved  an  address  to  return  his  Majesty  thanks 
-  for  his  most  gracious  message ;  and  to  assure  his  Ma- 
jesty, that  the  house,  feeling  with  his  Majesty  the 
deepest  concern,  that  discontents  and  jealousies^  should 
have  arisen  among  his  Majesty's  loyal  subjects  in  Ire- 
land, would,  without  delay,  take  the  same  into  their 
most  serious  consideration,  in  order  to  such  a  final 
adjustment,'  as  might  give  mutual  satisfaction  to  both 
kingdoms.  » 

Portland         The  Duke  of  Portland,  on  his  arrival  in  Dublin, 
^MiSment.  W21S  received  with  excessive  demonstrations  T)f  joy. 
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When  the  parliament  met  according  to  adjournment,  178a. 
on  the  16th  of  April,  the  galleries  and  bar  of  the  house 
of  commons  were  crowded,  and  expectation  was  raised 
to'  enthusiasm.  As  soon  as  the  speaker  had  taken  the 
chair,  Mr.  John  Hely  Hutchinson,  his  Majesty's  prin- 
cipal f^ecretary  of  state,  rose,  and  announced  to  the 
house,  that  he  was  charged  by  the  lord-lieutenant  to 
communicate  to  them  a  message  from  his  Majesty,  of 
the  same  tenor  as  that,  which  had  been  communicated 
to  both  houses  of  the  British  parliament.  He  addressed 
them,  not  as  an  officer  of  the  crown,  but  as  a  gentle- 
man  of  the  country.  He  spoke  determinately  in  favour 
of  the  legislative  independence  of  Ireland*  In  men* 
tioning  Mr.  Grattari  in  terms  most  honourable,  but 
not  exceeding  his  deserts,  he  said,  he  would  ever  live 
in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen.  The  present  age 
and  posterity  would  be  indebted  to  him  for  the  greatest 
of  all  obligations,  and  would  (but  he  hoped  at  a  great 
distance  of  time)  inscribe  on  his  tomb,  that  he  had  re- 
deemed the  liberties  of  his  country. 

Mr.  Georee  Ponsonby  moted  an  address  to  his  Ma-  Motion  of 
jesty,  thanking  him  for  his  most  gracious  message^  and  the  King. 
assuring  him,  that  his  faithful  commons  would  imme- 
diately proceed  upon  the  great  objects  he  had  recom- 
mended to  their  consideration.  Mr.  Grattan,  after  a 
speech  of  unusual  brilliancy,  moved  an  amendment  to 
the  address  *,  which  imported  a  repeal  of  the  6th  of 

"^  He  taid  he  had  nothing  to  add,  but  to  admire  hj  what  steady 
virtue,  the  people  had  asserted  their  own  rights.  He  was  not  very 
<AAy  and  yet  he  remembered  Ireland  a  child.  He  had  watched 
her  growth i  from  in£sncy  she  grew  to  arms:  from  an^s  ta  lir 
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i;r6a.  George  L  including  a  restoration  of  the  appellant  ju- 
risdiction to  the  lords  of  Ireland,  an  abolition  of  the 
unconstitutional  power,  of  privy<*councils,  and  a  repeal 
of  the  mutiny  bill.  The  judges'  bill  he  refrained  from 
mentioning,  as  he  had  heard  it  was*  returned.  His 
moticHi  was  unammoudy  agreed  to. 
Reflections  The  short  space  of  six  wedu  had  scarcely  elapsed, 
tadiitv  of    since  the  house  of  eonunons  had  triumphantly  boasted 

house  of 

commonf.    bertv.     She  was  not  now  afraid  of  the  French  ;  she  waa  sot  now 

afraid  of  the  English  j  she  was  not  now  afraid  of  herself.  Iter 
sons  were  no  longer  ari  arbitrary  gentry  -,  a  rtdned  commonalty ; 
[Mr»testants  oppiessing  catholics }  catholics  groaning  under  oppvaa- 
sion :  she  was  now  an  nnited  land. 

This  house  agreeing  with  the  voice  of  the  nation,  passed  the 
popery  bill,  and  by  so  doing  got  more  than  it  gave^  yet  found  ad* 
vantages  firom  generosity^  and  grew  rich  in  the  act  of  charity. 
Ye  gave  not :  but  ye  formed  an  alliance  between  the  protestant 
and  the  catholic  powers,  for  the  security  of  Ireland*  What  signiF 
fies  it^  that  three  hundred  men  in  the  house  of  commons— what 
signifies  it,  that  one  hundred  men  in  the  house  of  peers — assert 
their  country's  liberty,  if  unsupported  by  the  people  ?  But  there  is 
not  a  man  in  Ireland  ;  there  is  not  a  grand  jury  ^  there  is  not  an- 
association ;  there  is  not  a  corps  of  volunteers ;  theite  is  not  a  meet- 
tag- of  their  delegates,  which  does  not  maintaia  tie  IndepepiiacaB 
of  the  Lriah  constitutioo,  and  pledge  dienaselves  lo  suppoit  the 
parliament  in  fixing  that  constitution  on  its  rightful  baais.  Not 
leng  ago  the  meeting  at  Dungannon  was  considered  as  a  veiy 
alarming  measure :  but  I  thought  otherwise ;  I  approved  of  it, 
and  considered  the  meeting  of  Dungannon  as*  an  original  transact 
lion.  As  such  only  it  was  matter  of  suifrise.  What  mons  «■• 
traordinary  transaction,  than  the  attainment  of  Magna  Cbarta?  That 
was  not  attained  in  parliament,  but  by  the  barons;  araed,  and 
In  the  field.  A  great  original  transaotioa  is  aot  foMsded  in  pre* 
eedent,  k  contains  in  itself  botl^  aeason  sad  pracodeat ;  ihe  iwre- 
fcitioo  hoA  no  precedcDt* 


tHibiat  steady  adherence  to  the  dictates  of  die  British  Vf^* 
cabinet)  in  rejecting  every  e£Fort  of  the  patriots  to  at*  "-"^^^ 
tain  that  constitutional  liberty,  which  they  had  been 
labouring  for  years  to  secure.  The  versatility  of  that 
majority  in  supporting  the  propositions,  which  they 
had  before  rejected,  »  a  political  phenomenon  of  cui* 
rious  observation.  The  ministerial  members  of  inde- 
pendent fortune  rose  in  succession  to  purify  their  past 
conduct  from  any  interested  or  corrupt  motive.  Even 
Mhr.  Fitzgibbon  defied  the  house  to  charge  hun  with 
ever  havmg  asserted  the  supremacy  of  the  British  pta^* 
Imment  ;  though  he  confessed  he  had  voted  wkh  rai^ 
nisters  against  the  declaration  of  rights^  as  judging  it 
then  improper  to  be  moved.  This  gentleman  ^x>ke  a 
new  language  in  the  face  of  his  country*,  th^t  as  the 
nation  was  then  committed  to  obtain  a  restoration  of 
their  rights^  it  behoved  every  man  to  stand Jlrm. 

A  congratulatory  address  to  the  Duke  of  Pbrtland  Addiwiet 

•  It    ▼otedtoAc 

was  proposed  by  Mr.  O'Neil^.  and  unammously  voted,  nuke  or 
Ml?.  Fitaigibbon  then  observed,  that  as  the  suddenness  uxi  Lord 


ef  Lord  Quiisle's  departure  had  rendered  it  impossiUe 
to  convey  to  him  the  opfaiion  entertained  of  his  admi« 
nistration  in  the  way  of  address,  he  should  ntove  a 
resolution  of  that  tendency ;  which  was  seconded  by 
Mr.  Daly  Mr.  Crrattgn,  who  had  opposed  most  of 
his  measures,'  felt  himself  called  upon  to  resist  it ;  but 
the  resolution  was  carried  without  a  division. 

On  the  4Ch  of  May,  1782,  the  house  adjourned  for  Adjoam- 

mcfit  Oi  Ui9 

three  weeks,  in  order  to  give  dmc  for  the  determination  iruh  pw- 

^  litmeat, 

and  pro- 
ceeding! of 

«^  1  FM.  IM. |ip  a4av  teMiph. 
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1782.  of  the  British  ministry  in  respect  to  their  claim  iot 
a  declaration  of  rights.  On  this  occasion  a  con- 
yersation  ensued,  in  which  Mr.  Fitzgibbon  and  Mr. 
Scott  *^  spoke  on  the  independent  rights  of  Ireland, 
which  thtfy  had  hitherto  invariably  opposed,  with 
as  nnich  enthusiasm,  as  the  most  high-flying  patriot 
under  the  late  administration.  The  situation  of 
Ireland  was  fairly  brought  under  the  consideration 
of .  his  Majesty's  servants!  by  accord,  on  the  same 
day  (May  17,  i782)  in  both  houses  of  the  British 
parliament,  by  the  Earl  of  Shelburne  in  the  peers,  and 
by  Mr.  Fos  in  the  commons.     After  a  niK>st  liberal, 

,  •  !•  e.  Lord  Clare  and  Lord  ClonmeU . 

f  We  ftre  infomied  by  Lord  Qafe  (8p.  33.)  that  on  the  6tif 
of  May  die  Duke  of  Pordand  wrote  to  Lord  Shelburne^  <'  recom- 
mending to  the  British  cabinet  concession  of  all  the  points  de* 
.  manded  by  the  Irish  addresses,**  but  ^'  stating  his  perfect  confi- 
dence in  the  readiness  of  the  Irish  parliament  to  co-operate  in  the 
most  eflfectaal  measures  either  with  the  King*8  confidential  ser- 
vants, or  bj  commissioners-  to  be  apiwinted,  or  through  the  me- 
dium of  the  chief  governor,  to  settle  the  precise  lipotts  of  the  in- 
dependence, which  was  require^,  the  consideration,  which  should 
be  given  for  the  prelection  expected,  and  the  proportion,  which  it 
would  be  proper  for  thorn  to  contribute  towards  the  general  sup- 
port of  the  empire,  in  pursuance  of  the  declaration  contained  in 
the  concluding  paragraph  of  their  own  address.  The  r^ulation  of 
trade  would  make  a,  very  necessary  article  of  the  treaty/'  This 
communication  was  made  by  the  Dulie  of  Portland  before  the 
claims  of  Irela  id  had  been  therefoue.  brought  into  discussion  in  the 
British  parliament  j  and  demonstrates  that  the  British  Cabinet 
was  aware  of  the  readiness  on  the  part  of  Jrfetatfd  to' Settle  evdi^ 
question  of  imperial  policy  or  regulation,  which  might  thereafter 
'.fM    s        aris^,  or  be  brought  btteelh^  British  piyliament. 
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instructive^   and  constitutional  speech  from  each  of     ^782. 
these  accomplished  orators  and  statesmen,  were  pro* 
posed  the  following  motions* 

First,  '^  That  ic  was  the  opinion  of  that  house^  that 
the  act  of  the  6th  of  George  I.  indtutled^  An  Act  for 
the  better  securing  the  Dependency  of  Ireland  upon 
the  Crown  of  Great  Britain^  ought  to  be  repealed.** 

Second,  ^*  That  it  was  the  opinion  of  that  house, 
that  it  was  indispensable  to  the  interests  and  happiness 
of  both  kingdoms,  that  the  connection  between  thent 
should  be  established  by  mutual  consent,  upon  a  solid 
and  pennanent  footing,  and  that  an  humble  address 
should  be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  that  his  Majesty 
would  be  graciously  pleased  to  take  such  measures 
as  his  Majesty  in  his  royal  wisdom  should  think  most 
conducive  to  that  important  end/* 

The  Earl  of  Carlisle,  in  an  elegant  speech^  though  Lord  Car- 
recalled  from  his  government  in  no  flattering  manner,  pom  the 

,  ,  motions. 

most  liberally  expressed  hrs  approbation  of  the  mo- 
tions. He  bore  ample  testimony  ta  the  zeal  and  loy- 
alty of  the  Irish,  and  particularly  stated  the  honour^ 
able  conduct  of  the  volunteers,  and  the  liberal  offers 
made  of  their  service,  when  Ireland  was  threatened 
with  invasion.  Lord  Loughborough,  alone  in  the 
peers,  no  one  in  the  commons,  opposed  the  motions. 

On  the  27th  of  May,  1782,  the  parliament  of  Ire-  ^^^^^^^^ 
land  met  according  to  adjournment^  when  his  grace  meets  the 
the  Duke  of  Portland,  in  a  gracious  speech  fron:  the 
throne*,   expressed  his  satisfaction  at  assuiing  the 

•  Pari.  Debatcst  p-  355. 

VOL.  n,  Q 


•i 
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1782.     Irish  parliament,  that  the  British  legislature  had  con* 
curred  in  a  resolution  to  remove  the  causes  of  their 
discontents  and  jealousies,  and  had  united  in  a  desire 
to  gratify  every  wish  expressed  in  their  late  addresses 
to  the  throne.     After  the  speech  had  been  read,  Mr. 
Grattan*,  with  his  usual  eloquence,  bore  testimony  to 
the  candid  and  unqualified  manner,  in  which  Great 
firitain  had  given  up  in  toto  every  claim  to  authority 
over  Ireland,  and  that  unconditionally;  wliich  must 
for  ever  remove  suspicion^  and  put  an  end  to  all  future 
questions.     They  had  recovered  a  constitution^  and 
their  business  was  to  maintain  it«     He  recommended, 
that  they  should  make  an  unconditional  grant  to  Eng- 
land of  100,000/.  for  raising  20,000  Irish  seamen  for 
the  British  navy;  which  were  afterwards  voted.  ^Hethen 
moved  an  address  devoid  of  all  fulsome  panegyric,  and 
containing  nothing  but  the  truth.     Mr,  Brownlow  se- 
conded the  motion.    Almost  the  whole  house  rose  suc- 
cessively to  make  public  profession  of  their  joy  and  gra- 
titude on  the  happy  event.     Two  gentlemen  only  dif- 
fered upon  the  propriety  of  the  following  words  in  the 
address,  viz.  That  there  will  no  longer  exist  any  consti' 
tutional  question  between  the  two  nations^  that  can  m- 
terrupt  their  harmony.    The  house  divided  upon  the 
words  objected  to ;  when  there  were  for  the  address  as 
it  stood  211,  and  only  two  against  it,  viz.  Mr.  Walsh 
and  Sir  Samuel  Bradstreetf,  the  Recorder  of  Dublin. 

•  1  Pari.  Debates,  p.  855. 

+  Although  these  gentlemen^  whose  genuine  patriotism  was 
never  questioned,  were  the  only  two  of  the  whole  house  of  com- 
jaaons  in  Iicland,  who  were  of  opinioD,  that  any  constitutional 
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No  sooner  had  this  inodon  been  disposed  of,  than  ^782. 
Mr.  Bagnal,  after  having  congratulated  his  country.  Patriotic 
Great  Britain^  his  Majesty,  and  his  ministers,  for  hav^^  Henry  Grat- 
ing obtained  the  greatest  of  all  political  blessings, 
tailed  upon  the  house  to  confer  some  signal  mark  of 
a  gre^  and  grateful  nation  upon  their  illustrious  bene^ 
factor  Mr  Grattaii,  whose  efforts  in  procuring  them 
these  blessings  had  been  timed  and  conducted  with  so 
much  wisdom ;  and  considering  this  great  and  good 
man  as  the  father  of  his  regenerated  country,  he  fur^ 
ther  called  upon  them  to  look  upon  him  as  the  special 
instrument,  which  benign  Providence  had  used  to  con-  * 
vert  the  oppression  and  bondage  of  their  country  into 
freedom  and  independence*  He  therefore  gave  notice^ 
that  on  the  morrow,  after  the  grant  to  his  Majesty  should 
have  been  settled,  and  a  proper  thanksgiving  offered 
to  Heaven  for  the  recovery  of  their  rights,  he  would 
move,  that  the  house  should  resolve  itself  into  a  com« 
tnittee  to  take  into  consideration  what  sum  they  should 
grant  for  the  purchasing  an  estate,  and  building  a  suit* 
able  mansion  for  their  illustrious  bene^tor  Henry 
Grattan,  Esq.  and  his  heirs  for  ever,  in  testimony,  of 

question  betwee»i  the  two  nations  was  still  outstanding ;  yet  Mr, 
Flood  and  some  few  others  afterwards  adopted  that  opinion,  aiyl 
Lot'd  Clare,  with  a  view  to  the  Union,  quoted  a  correspondence 
between  Lord  Sbelbume  and  the  Duke  of  Portland,  to  prove  that 
the  transactions  of  1782  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  were 
not  considered  as  final,  though  evidentl/  so  treated  bjr  Mr%  Grat- 
tan  and  the  rest  of  both  Jbouses  df  parliament*  Considerable  a* 
tracts  from  these  letters  are  to  be  seen  to  my  Historical  Rcvienc, 
vol.  I.  p.  (^11. 

03 
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1792.  their  gratitude  for  the  unequalled  service  be  had  done 
for  the  kingdom  of  Ireland.  This  was  afterwards 
fixed  at  the  sum  of  50,000/.*  in  the  committee,  which 
resolution  the  house  unanimously  agreed  to,  and  re- 
solved, that  an  address  should  be  presented  to  the 
lord^lieutenant,  to  lay  before  his  Majesty,  the  humble 
desire  of  that  house,  that  be  would  direct  such  suoi 
80  to  be  laid  out  in  testimony  of  the  gratitude  o£ithe 
tiation  for  Mr.  Grattam's  eminent  and  unequalled 
services,  and  that  the  house  would  make  good  the 
jsame. 
Mr.  Flood*!  A  day  of  general  thanksgiving  was  proclaimed,  and 
Mr.  Giat-  for  the  moment  happiness  panraded  every  part  of  the 
kingdom.  It  was,  however,  but  short-lived*  Within 
three  days  after  Mr.  Bagnal's  motion,  Mr.  -ftMont'^ 
gomery  called  the  attention  of  the  house  to  Mr.  Flood, 
who  had  relinquished  the  most  lucrative  office*  of  the 
state,  rather  than  desert  the  constitution  of  Ireland : 
and  as  be  knew  the  present  administration  intended  to 
raise  its  glory  by  acting  on  the  most  liberal  prindples 
of  freedom,  he  gave  notice,  of  his  intention  to  move 
an^address  to  his  Majesty,  for  restoring  Mr^.  Flood  to 
the  office  he  lately  held,  and  in  this  he  hoped  for  the 
concurrence  of  the  minister*  He' would  not,  he  said, 
move  for  any  pecuniary  rewatd,  as  he  knew  the  Right 
Hon.  gentleman  in  question  was  above  receiving  alms 
i'rom  his  country.    Colonel  Fitzpatrick  observed,  that 

*  Vi2.  on  ibe  27ih  of  May,  1782.  9  Joom.  Com',  p.  357. 
Mr.  Eagnal'fi  speech  on  ibis  occasion  is  to  be  seen  in  my  Histo^ 
tical  Review,  vol.  I.  p.  6 1 2,  &c. 

t  1  Pari.  Deb.  p.  381.  on  tbe  30th  of  May,  1783. 
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Ae  place  of  Mr.  Flood  was  filled  by  Sir  George  1?^- 
YoDge;  whose  ill  offices  to  Ireland  were  severely 
jpefant^d  at  by  Mr.  Walsh.  Colonel  Fitzpatrick  main- 
tained  the  impropriety  of  breaking  in  upon  the  discre^ 
'tionary  exercise  of  the  prerogative;  and  suggested, 
that  the  regular  method  would  be  to  move  first  for  an 
address  to  remove  Sir  George  Yonge  from  his  employr 
ment*.  Mr.  Flood  was  dissatisfied  with  Mr.  Yelver- 
ton's  bill  for  the  modificadon  of  Poynihgs'  law,  to 
'-#hich  he  moved  an  amendment,  which  he  supported 
l¥ith  great  powers,  though  it  were  not  carried. 

The  grand  opposition,  which  Mr.  Flood  and  his  few  Mr.  Fieo<rs 
adherents  in  the  commons  mad^  to  the  proceedings  to  simple 
-then  goiBg  forward  to  ac<:omplis(h  the  demands  of  the 
Irish  parliameBt,  was  [grounded  mpon  a  suggestion  of 
the  duplicity  of  Great  Britain,  which  still  retained  the 
full  principle  of  her  right  to  legislate  for  every  part  of 
the  empire.  A  simple  repeal,  he  insisted,  withoiu  an 
express  renunciation  of  the  right,  would  leave  Ireland 
precisely  where  she  was.  That  without  sotne  posithre 
renunciation  of  the  right  to  legislate  internally  and 

•  To  ih\s  Mr.  Montf*omciy  ©bwrvcd,  that  if  tbc  crown  had 
been  mi«hDformed«  «nd  M  to  bcfltow  sn  honoqnble  employment 
,apaa  an  uxzwortfay  object*  it  would  be  ri^ht  ti)  undece'p'e  it/  and 
address  the  King  to  bestow  it  on  ooe,  that  wai  deserving  of  iL 
On  the  1st  of  JjCLixt  lie  di-clared,  that  Mr.  Flood  knew  nothing  of 
his  application,  or  he  wonld  not  have  permUted  h  to  have  boch 
made :  but  -althongh  he  «iiould  defer  his  motion,  he  stiU  inaiaUd^ 
that  it  was  most  disgraceful  in  the  late  administration  to  displace, 
and  in  the  present  to  permit  a  gentleman  to  suffer  the  loss  of 
3500/.  per  ann.  for  his  attachniienl  to  the  conb.i.uiion  and  rnte* 
rests  of  his  couiitry. 

Q  3 
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i7S2     externally  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  their  work 
would  be  but  half  done,  and  Ireland  might  again  be 
enslaved  by  the  first  corrupt  minister,  who  should 
choose  to  avail  himself  of  the  unsuspecting  and  too 
liberal  conduce  of  Ireland,^     Mr«  Flood's  doctrines 
gained  more  proselytes  out  of  doors  than  in  parlia- 
ment.    Mr.  Grattan,  and  by  far  the  greater  part  of 
the  house  confided  implicitly  in    the  good  faith  of 
Great  Britain,  and  contended,  that  the  simple  repeal 
went  the  whole  length  of  their  own  demands.     Both 
Mr.  Yelverton  and  Mr.  Grattan  declared,  that  if  they 
could  be  convhiced,  that  the  simple  repeal  was  insuf- 
ficient, they  would  most  cordially  join  Mr.  Flood  in 
his  motion.    Never  was  contest  more  fiercely  fought, 
than  this  between  the  two  rival  patriots,  Messrs.  Flood 
and  Grattan.     It  ended  on  the  division  of  the  house 
upon  Mr.  Flood's  motion  on  the  l9th  of  July,  1782*, 
for  leave  to  bring  in  the  heads  of  a  bill  for  declaring 
the  sole  and  exclusive  right  of  the  Irish  parliament  to 
make  laws  in  all  cases  whatsoever  internal  and  exter- 
nal for  the  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
chtflfje  In       The  death  of  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham  had  oc- 
tdministra- .casioned   disscutions   in  the    British   cabinet,  which 

tion  by  the 

death  Of      obliged  Mr.  Fox,  Lord  John  Cavendish ,  Mr.  Burke, 

Lord  R.>ck-  °  .         .  , 

fagham.  and  Others  of  his  friends  to  resign.  Mr.  Fox  would 
not  submit  to  remain  in  a  cabinet,* in  which  he,  and 
his  friends,  who  had  come  in  and  acted  uniformly 
upon  an  open  principle,  were  outvoted;  he  had  de- 

*  9  Joum.  Com,  p.  378.  The  Journals  merely  say*  It  passed 
in  the  negative.r  Mr.  Dobbs  says  in  his  history>  p..  121^  ^<  that 
tbd  oiiDority  on  that  day  consisted  only  of  six«** 
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dared  before  the  death  of  the  marquis^  that  if  certain  1782. 
measures  were  carried  in  the  cabinet,  he  should  resign  \ 
and  as  they  had  been  carried  since  his  deaths  he  did 
resign^  disdaining  to  be  responsible  for  measures  he 
disapproved  of,  or  to  lend  his  jname  to  a  system,  in 
which  he  had  no  share.  In  the  new  arrangement  of 
Lord  Shelbume's  administration,  which  took  place  on 
the  13th  of  July,  1 782,  Lord  Temple*  was  fixed  upon 
to  succeed  the  Duke  of  Portland  in  the  viceregency  of 
Ireland.  Every  possible  dispatch  was  therefore  given 
to  the  parliamentary  business  in  Ireland,  in  order  that 
the  Duke  of  Portland  might  close  the  session,  and  aft 
far  as  conveniently  could  be,  adjust  all  the  arrange* 
ments  then  pending  between  the  two  kingdoms  re- 
specting her  legislative  independence  and  commercial 
freedom.  Lord  Shelbume,  who  was  the  head  of  the 
new  administration,  had  been  fully  as  explicit,  open, 
and  liberal  in  his  speech  to  the  lords,  with  reference 
to  Ireland,  as  Mr.  Fox,  in  his  speech  to  the  commons. 
It  was  therefore  generally  presumed,  that  the  change 
in  the  British  administration  would  cause  no  alteradon 
in  the  system  of  concession  to  that  kingdom. 

The  more  beneficial  acts,  which  passed  under  the  Acts  under 
Duke  of  Pordand*s  administration,  were  Mr.  Eden's  of  p^rt-* 
act   far    establishing    the  national   bank ;    an   Act,  ministra- 
**  for  better  securing  the  liberty  of  the  subject,"  com- 
monly  called  the  Habeas  Corpus  act,  similar  to  the 
English  act ;  the  repeal  of  the  act  requiring  the  sa- 
cramental  test,  by  which  dissenting  protcstants  were 

* 

*  Now  Marqai^  of  Buckingham. 

Q  4 
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1 781.  excluded  from  offices  of  trust  under  the  crown ;  the 
repeal  of  the  perpetual  mutiny  bill ;  and  the  act  for  the 
independence  of  the  judges.  An  act  was  also  passed 
to  render  the  manner  of  conforming  from  the  Popish 
to  the  Protestant  religion  more  easy  and  expeditious. 
Another  for  sparing  to  his  Majesty,  to  be  drawn  out 
of  this  kingdom  whenever  he  should  think  fit,  a  force 
riot  exceeding  5000  men  (part  of  the  troops  appointed, 
to  be  kept  therein  for  its  defence).  On  the  27th  of 
July,  1 782;  the  lord-lieutenant  concluded  the  session. 
'  Continuing      fhe  volunteeTS  had  now  too  loni?  been  enured 

Hinuence  " 

of  the  vo-  to  arms,  as  well  as  to  the  agitation  of  political  sub- 
jects, not  to  partake  of  the  spirit  of  enthusiasm,  with 
which  the  questions  of  simple  repeal  and  renunciation 
were  contended  for  in  parliament:  frequent  appeals 
to  them  were  made  by  persons  in  parliament;  and 
the  volunteers  assumed  a  consequence  Kttle  short  of 
legislative  controK  Provincial  meetings  were  called 
to  take  into  consideration  addresses  suitable  to  the 
occasion.  Some  meetings  explicitly  avowed  their 
intent  to  canvass  the  proceedings  of  their  representa- 
tives in  parliament.  A  spirit  of  dissent  had  created 
discontent ;  and  the  immediate  object  of  their  consi- 
jderation  was,  whether  there  existed  or  not  just  cause 
of  complaint.  At  their  first  meeting  nothing  was 
agreed  upon :  at  their  next  a  resolution  was  unani- 
mously carried  in  favour  of  the  simple  repeal  At 
a  future  meeting,  an  address  to  his  majesty  was  de- 
termined on  to  express  the  opinion  of  306  companies 
of  volunteers  in  favour  of  the  simple  repeal.  It  passed 
miaiiimously,  and  ^jvith  loud  applause.     Captain  Pol- 
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lock  dien  moved  to  address  to  th^  Duke  of  Portlaiid^  1782< 
'which  was  carried  unanimously ;  as  was  also  an  ad« 
dress  to  Lord  Charlemont,  appointing  him  general  of 
the  volunteers  of  Ulster.  An  address  to  Mn  Grattan^ 
expressing  the  highest  satisfiaction  at  the  vote  di 
'  SOjOOOL ;  a  resolution  moved  by  Colonel  Knojf,  for 
assisting  in  raising  the  20,000  seamen ;  and  another 
for  erecting  a  monument  at  Dungannon,  in  which 
Lord  Charlemont  and  Mr.  Grattan  were  particularly 
to  be  distinguished,  were  also  carried  unanimously. 

The  gentlemen,  who  were  appointed  to  present  the  Gradnui 
s^dress  to  his  majesty,  sailed  for  England.  Lord  of  (he  deie-^ 
Sheibiime  treated  them  with  the  greatest  politeness ;  the  voiun- 
aod  his  Majesty  was  pleased  most  graciously  to  receive 
their  address,  and  every  mark  of  attention  was  paid 
through  them  to  the  volunteers  of  Ulster.  But 
scarcely  had  their  addresses  been  presented^  when 
the  packers  from  Ireland  announced  the  dissatisfac* 
tion  of  two  corps  in  the  town  of  Belfast,  which  had 
been  represented  at  Dungannon ;  their  delegates  were 
vilified  and  traduced  in  the  news-papers:  even  Mr. 
Grattan  became  the  object  of  abuse.  The  Belfast  re- 
view was  approaching ;  those  who  were  dissatisfied  de- 
termined there  to  make  their  stand.  The  3 1  st  of  July 
exhibited  a  volunteer  ^campment  of  near  three  thou- 
sand men,  and  the  volunteer  garrison  of  upwards  of  one 
thousand,  all  completely  clothed,  armed,  and  accoutred. 
Anonymous  papers  in  thousands  were  dispersed 
through  the  camp  and  garrison.  Every  private  was 
taught,  that  he  was  competent  to  legislate,  and  con* 
sequently  to  express  his  sentiments  on  the  most  specu- 
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J  784.^  lative  points.  Declaration,  renunciation,  simple  re- 
peal, legal  security,  better  security,  and  bill  of  rights, 
were  all  before  them,  and  they  were  to  instruct  their 
delegates  on  these  important  points.  The  delegates 
assembled  on  the  3d  of  August,  Colonel  Stewart  was 
unanimously  called  to  the  chair.  Major  Dobbs,  as 
exercising  officer,  moved  an  address  to  the  Reviewing 
General,  Lord  Charlemom,  in  which  he  inserted  a 
clause  of  their  being  fully  satisfied  with  the  simple 
repeal.  A  debate  commenced,  whether  it  should  not 
be  expunged ;  at  the  end  of  eleven  hours  a  division 
took  place,  when  there  appeared  for  expunging  3 1 , 
against  it  29.  The  address  thus  altered,  passed  una* 
nimously.  By  the  exertions  of  a  wise  and  liberal  ad- 
ministration were  the  liberties  of  Irelan4  restored  ; 
peace,  unity,  and  content  diffused  through  a  revived 
nation,  and  the  prosperity  and  glory  of  the  British 
empire  encreased  by  adding  strength,  vigor,  and  fcli- 
city  to  that  important  part  of  it. 


THB 
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BOOK  IV. 

COMI^RISINO  THE  PERIOD  OF  TIME  FROM  THX 
EBTABI-ISHMENT  OF  THE  IRISH  LEGISLATIVE 
INDEPENDENCE  IN  THE  YEAR  1782  TO  THE 
UNION. 


CHAPTER  I. 

Administration  of  Earl  Temple. 

1782. 

To  the  Rockingham  administration  •  did  Ireland  owe  toj^  xem- 
her  independence  in  1782.     In  this.  Lord  Shelbume  by  Lord^^ 
had  taken  a  prominent  part.     Having,  however,  upon  to^govVrn* 
Lord  Rockingham's  death  contrived  to  be  placed  at  the  *'*^^*'***' 
head  of  the  administration,  he  selected  Earl  Temple 

*  The  advantage  of  a  Whig  administration  is,  that  their  prin* 
dples  are  known ;  and  afford  a  pledge  to  the  public,  that  they 
will  act  up  Id  them.  The  most  flattering  eulogy  of  Whiggism,  is 
the  short  duration  of  the  several  Whig  administrations,  which 
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*782.  as  the  fittuiit  person  to  undertake  the  government  of 
independent  Ireland,  He  had  intermarried  with  the 
only  child  of  Earl  Nugent,  who  had  been  brought  up 
in  the  reh'gion  of  her  ancestors,  and  upon  whom  her 
father*  had  on  the  marriage  settled  the  bulk  of  his  large 
domains  in  Ireland.  Lord  Nugent  had  on  every  oc- 
casion, both  in  public  and  private,  proved  himself  a 
sincere  and  warm  lover  of  his  country.  The  grad- 
tude  of  the  Irish  to  his  son-in-law,  the  character  and 
accomplishments  of  the  new  viceroy,  and  the  virtues 
of  his  amiable  consort,  all  tended  to  ensure  him  a 
most  cordial  welcome.  He  succeeded  the  Duke  of 
Portland,  who  remained  to  finish  the  business  of  the 
session,  on  the  15th  of  Septeniber,  1782,  and  was 
received  with  public  expressions  of  joy  and  sads* 
facdon. 
EaiiTcm-  During  the  short  period  of  Lord  Temple's  conriiiu- 
wre^ra  aucc  iu  .the  government  of  Ireland,  his  chief  attention 
ii»mt?of '  appears  to  have  been  directed  to  (be  establishment  of 
ScniT'  a  system  of  economy  throughout  the  different  depart- 
ments ;  a  reformation  supereminently  necessary.    The 

have  been  formed  during  Ihe  present  rclgn.  They  have  never 
been  called  in,  but  on  desperate  emergencies.  Their  refusal  to 
bend  their  principles  to  general  cosDmand^,  or  some  oncondi- 
liooal  pledge,  has  constantly  furuiyhed  a  pretence  for  their  quick 

removal. 

*  The  late  Earl  Nogent  had  been  educated  in  the  Roronn  Ca- 
tholic religion  5  he  conformed  to  the  established  religi<ifi  hi'  his 
youth,  and  some  fe^v  years  before  his  d<:ath^  he  retsroed  to  that, 
wltich  he  had  abandoned. 
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short-lived  administration  of  Lord  Sheibume,  of  *7^ 
which  Lord  Temple  was  a  principal  support,  deter- 
Hiined  bis  viceregency  on  the  3d  of  June^  1783.  He 
was  in  power  long  enough  to  have  brought  upon  him* 
self  the  resentful  opposition  of  all  the  sub^tem  de«« 
pendants  upon  the  Castle,  who  dreaded  a  scrutiny  into 
thdr  abuses ;  and  not  long  enough  for  the  nation  to 
have  fek  the  happy  effects  of  so  laudable  an  investi- 
gation. 


During  the  Rockingham  administration  a  termination  Peaw 
was  put  to  the  contest  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
Aflaerican  colonies  by  a  resolution  of  the  British  house 
oi  commons  in  February,  1 782,  to  address  his  majesty 
against  the  further  prosecution  of  offensive  war  on  the 
contment  of  North  America,  and  for  the  restoration 
ef  the  blessings  of  peace ;  which  was  concluded  by 
Lord  Shelbume's  administration ^  The  solemn  termi- 
nation of  this  unfortunate  war  spread  joy  through  the 
Irish  nation,  and  reconciled  it  in  part  to  the  sudden 
change  of  that  administration,  under  which  they  had 
obtained  their  independence.  The  questions  of  ^mple 
repeal  and  positive  declaration  or  renunciation  of  rights 
was  kept  up  by  the  armed  bodies  of  volunteers  with 
greater  heat,  than  they  had  been  agitated  in  parlia- 
ment. 

On  the  19th  of  December,  1782,  in  the  British  ^^^f^^- 

iiij^t  en  Hbc 

bouse  of  commons.  Colonel  Fitzpatrick  called  the  at-  ^"^'^^  i^- 
tention  of  government  to  a  circumstance,  which  had 
given  alarm  to  the  people  of  Ireland :  the  decision  of 
an  Irish  cause  in  the  court  of  King's  Bench  in  Eng- 
land, notwithstanding  the  declaration  of  Irish  inde- 
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J7W.     pcndcnec  had  put  Art  end  to  all  appeals*     Mr.  Secre* 
tary  Townshend  explained  this  to  have  arisen  from 
the  cause  having  been  in  the  court  for  eighteen  moitthsi 
and  the  judges  wei'e  bound  to  decide  upon  it*     Th« 
question  of  renunciation  6r  simple  repeal   was  fre^ 
quently  spoken  to  in  the  house.     On  the  22d  of 
January,  1 783*1,  Mn  Secretary  Townshend  brought 
the  business  of  Ireland  before  the  house  of  com- 
mons,   under  the  greatest  anxiety   to  give   Ireland 
every   satisfaction,  that  justice   demanded,   and  was 
consistent   with  the   dignity   of  Great  Britain*     He 
wished,  that  his  motion  might  pass  unanimously,  that 
the  people  of  Ireland  might  see^  that  England  meant 
fairly,  when  she  set  ou  t  by  removing  the  causes  of  their 
jealousies  and  discontents.     He  then  moved  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  For  removing  and  pretenting  all 
doubts,  which  have  arisen^  or  may  arise,  concerning 
the  exclusive  rights  of  the  parliament  and  courts  of 
Ireland  in  matters  of  legislation  and  judicature,  and 
for  preventing  any  writ  of  error,  or  appeal,  from  any, 
of  his  majesty's  courts  in  that  kingdom,  from  being 
r€$eivedt  lieard,  and  adjudged^  in  any  of  his  majesty's 
courts  in  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain^.     Mr.  W. 
GrenvilleJ  (Secretary  to  Lord  Temple)  seconded  the 
potion  ;  he  rejoiced  that  government  had  brought  on 
the  business ;  he  would  not  say  how  jealousies  had 
been  excited  in  Ireland,  but  jealousies  did  exist  there  j 

♦  9  Pari.  Debates^  p.  138. 

+  23  Geo.  III.  c.  28. 

"I  The  present  Lord  Grcnvillc. 
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and  the  late  transaction  in  the  court  of  King's  Bench  17W. 
in  England,  had  in  no  small  degree  contributed  to 
spread  them  wider.  He  meant  not  to  impeach  the 
measures  or  intention  of  those  gentlemen,  who  had 
managed  the  business  last  session  on  the  part  of  Ire- 
land. Lord  Beauchamp  was  the  most  strenuous  in 
the  house  for  the  inefficacy  of  the  simple  repeal. 
Colonel  Fitzpatrick  and  Mr.  Fox  would  not  object  to. 
the  Secretary's  motion,  ahhough  they  saw  no  neces- 
sity for  the  bill ;  it  was  therefore  moved  for  and  car- 
ried unanimously. 

In  the   discussion  of  the  preliminary  articles  of  Thecoaii. 

,,,  ii»ir/^  m  tion  admi- 

peace,  which  were  announced  by  Mr.  Secretary  Towns-  nistratioo. 
hend  on  the  23d  of  January,  178S,  was  formed  the 
manorable  coalidon  between  Lord  North  and  Mr. 
Fox.  Several  of  the  friends  of  both  these  gentlemen 
vehemently  reprobated  the  terms  of  Lord  Shelburne's 
peace.  They  hs^  violently  opposed  each  other  on  the 
question  of  the  American  war :  but  that  being  now  set 
to  rest,  they  found  no  longer  any  grounds  of  diflfereUce, 
and  therefore  united  for  the  common  good  of  their  coun- 
try.  On  the  22d  of  February,  the  coalesced  parties 
brought  an  their  forces  to  bear  upon  the  ministry.  Af- 
ter a  heated  debate,  they  carried  by  a  majority  of  1 7  the 
following  question* :  "  That  the  concessions  made  to  the 

*  9  Pari.  Debates^  p.  369.  The  bouse  sat  til]  past  tbree  in  the 
morning ;  the  ayes  were  207,  the  noes  igo.  In  consequence  of 
this  censure  passed  00  the  peace  by  the  House  of  Commons,  the 
£arl  of  Shelburne  quitted  his  office  of  first  commissioner  of  the 
treasury ;  and  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  declared  pubhdy 
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1783.  adversaries  of  Great  Britain,  by  the  provisional  treaty 
and  preliminary  articles  were  greater,  than  they  were 
entitled  to,  either  from  the  actual  situation  of  their 
respective  possessions,  or  from  their  comparative 
strength."  In  consequence  of  this  defeat,  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  moved,  that  the  house  should  adjourn 
to  a  near  day,  in  order  to  aflFord  time  for  completing  the 
new  ministerial  arrangements.  This  Lord  Nugent 
opposed  on  account  of  the  Irish  bill  then  pendpg. 
He  should  lament,  if  his  countrymen  were  not  con- 
vinced, that  the  people  of  England  had  with  one 
voice  agreed  to  its  passing  without  prejudice  or  bias 
from  ministerial  hifluence.  In  the  house  of  peers. 
Lord  Thurlow  avowed,  that  he  had  advised  the  noble 
lord,  who  had  moved  the  first  reading  of  the  bill, 
not  to  move  the  second,  but  to  let  it  remain  till 
his  majesty's  ministers  should  choose  to  take  it  up : 
observing,  that  the  bill  had  been  concerted  with  the 
•advice  of  the  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland  ;  a  man  of 
great  abilities,  wisdom,  and  integrity :  and  consider- 
ing what  a  stake   he  had  in  both  countries,    too 

in  the  house,  that  he  only  held  his  place  till  a  successor  shoidd  bo 
appointed  to  till  it.  A  ministerial  interregoum  ensued,  which 
hsted  till  the  beginning  of  April ;  during  which  time  the  king- 
dom renrfaincd  in  a  state  of  great  disorder,  without  any  responsible 
government  at  home,  the  finances  ntglected,  the  military  csiabJish- 
ments  unreduced,  and  the  negotiations  w.tb  foreign  powers,  which 
the  critical  conjuncture  of  affairs  rendered  peculiarly  important^ 
entirely  at  a  stand.  Various  causes  were  assigned  for  the  extraor- 
dinary d«:iay  iu  the  appointment  of  a  new  administration.  They 
may  be  fccta  in  my  Historical  Review,  voL  II.  p.  11. 
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much  attention  could  not  be  paid  to  his  suggeSr  1783. 
tions*  For  these  reasotis,  he  anxiously  hoped  the 
Boble  lord  would  remain^  where  he  had  conducted 
himself  in  his  high  capacity^  so  much  to  his  own. 
honor,  and  to  the  interests  of  both  kingdoms.  After 
a  very  heated  debate,  and  personal  reflections  from  the 
Duke  of  Chandos  and  Lord  Radnor  upon  the  new 
ministers  having  seized  on  the  reins  of  government 
by  force,  and  outraged  royalty  by  peremptory  condi- 
tions, the  bill  was  committed  without  a  dissenting 
voice.  Although  this  bill  produced  many  debates,  it 
never  went  to  one  division. 

Whilst  the  British  senate  was  employed  in  securing  Corpora- 
freedom  to  Ireland,  and  during  the  ministerial  inter-  Dublin  ad- 

-  1     11      •  .  mi  dress  the 

regnum,  Ireland  was  not  wholly  inactive.     The  cor-  lord-ifeutc- 
poration  of  the  City  of  Dublin  presented  an  affec-  Knights  of 
tionate  address  to  the  lord -lieutenant ;  which  was  as  instituted, 
aflfectionately  answered.     In  order  to  gratify  the  pubUc 
feeling,  by  giving  additional  lustre  to  the  naiional 
consequence,  letters-patent  were  passed  for  creating  a 
society,  or  brotherhood,  to  be  called,  Knights  of  the 
Illustrious  Order  of  St.  Patrick,  of  which  his  majesty, 
kis  heirs,  and  successors,  were  appointed  to  be  sove- 
reigns;   and  the  lord-lieutenant  for  the  tioie  being 
to  officiate  as  grand  master.     Fifteen  of  the  prime 
fiobilky  were  appointed  knights  companions  of  the 
order:   and  on  the  11th  of  March,  (xhe  festival  of 
St.  Patrick),  they  were  installed  with  great  order  an4 
magnificence. 

Disputes  and  dissentions  had  for  some  time  sub?  intended 

*^  ,  ,       settlement 

sisted  between  the  aristocratic  and  democratic  parties  of  New 

*  Geneva, 

VOL.  II.  R 
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J78*^    In  the  republic  of  Geneva,  which  had  finally  terml* 
nated  in  favor  of  the  former,  through  the  interference 
of  the  kings  of  France  and  Sardinia,  and  the  canton^ 
of  Zuric  and  Berne.     In  consequence  of  which,  many 
of  the  democratic  party  resolved  to  quit  a  country, 
in  the  government  of  which  their  weight  and  aut|io<* 
rity  had  been  extinguished.     They  turned  their  eye^ 
upon  Ireland,   and   ^ent  commissioners  to  Dublin, 
to   consult   and   treat  with  that  government  in  re» 
ladon  to  their   reception   into  the  Idngdpm.     The 
commissioners  received   marked  attention  from  th^ 
people,  ( then  alive  to  every  sympathy  for  civil  liber- 
ty), and  more  especially  from  the  volunteers  in  the  pro- 
vmce  of  Leinster,  into  several  corps  of  which  they 
were  admitted.     Government  nianifested  an  avidity  to 
receive  these  democratic  emigrants  little  consistent  with 
policy  or  foresight.    They  fixed  upon  a  place  for  their 
residence  at  Passage,  near  to  the  confluence  of  the 
rivers  Barrow  and  Suir,  in  the  county  of  Waterford, 
in    which    a    very  considerable    tract    of  land  was 
shortly  to  revert  to  government ;  and  this  it  was  re- 
solved should  be  appropriated  and  granted  in  fee  to 
these  Gerievese  settlers,  and  the  place  named  New  ^ 
Geneiiam    The  fundamental  terms  insisted  upon  by  the 
Genevese,  were,  that  they  should  be  represented  in 
parliament,  and  be  governed  by  then- own  laws.  These 
conditions  having  been  rejected,  and  some  nuiteriai 
disagreements  having  happened  between  the  parties  on 
leading  points,  all  further  procedure  in  the  business  was 
stopped.     Some  of  the  Genevese  however  transported 
themselves  into  Ireland.    This  measure  of  government 
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fortunately  proved  abortive.  It  never  could  have  }'^^^\ 
been  advantageous  to  levy  the  sum  of  50,000/.  * 
upon  a  distressed  country,  to  purchase  the  probable 
introduction  of  turbulence  and  discontent,  with  a 
thousand  self-exiled  martyrs  to  democracy,  ^om  the 
Antibazilican  school  of  Geneva.  Although  the  coali- 
tion administration  had  taken  place  from  the  begin- 
ning of  April,  yet.  Lord  Temple  did  not  quit  the  go- 
vernment till  the  Sd  of  June,  178S,  when  he  was 
succ^ded  by  the  Earl  of  Northington. 

*  This  was  Uie  sum  voted. 


RS 
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CHAPTER  IL 

Administration  of  ih^  Earl  bf  Northington. 

The  reports  of  ail  immediate  dissolution  of  parlia-* 
of  pariia-  meHt^  which  in  fact  took  place  on  the  1 5th  of  Julyi 
it'tconie-  1783,  had  thrown  the  whole  nation  into  a  new  poli- 
qucnces.     ^^^j  ^^^^^^     yj^^  volunteers  assumed  to  themselves 

the  whole  merit,  without  allowing  any  to  their  repre- 
sentatives!  of  having    acquired   the   constitution   of 
Great   Britain.     They   considered   it  a   disgrace   to 
quit  their  arms,  whilst  any  benefit  to  their  country 
could  be  obtained  by  them.    Thty  bent  their  thoughts 
to  the  improvement  of  the  state  of  the  representation  of 
the  people  in  parliament,  as  the  only  remaining  object 
wanted  to  complete  their  civil  liberty.    They  '\vere  en- 
couraged in  this  pursuit  by  the  addresses  of  the  county 
of  York  and  some  other  counties  to  the  commons  in 
England,  as  well  as  by  the  persevering  efforts  of  the 
Duke  of  Richmond,- Mr.  Pitt,  and  other  then  popular 
members^  to  bring  about  a  reform  in  the  representa- 
tion of  the  people  of  Great  Britain^     Committees  of 
correspondence  were  instituted  with  the  most  forward 
and  zealous  advocates  for  reform  in  England,  and  the 
letters  received  from  them  were  circulated  with  avidity 
throughout  Ireland*. 

•  These  letters  were  ifrom  the  Duke  of  Richmond^  Dr.  Price, 
Mr.  WyviJ,  Dr.  John  Jebb^  Lord  Effingham,  Mr.  Cartwright, 
and  others. 
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On  the  1st  of  July,  1783,  at  a  meeting  of  the  dele-     17S3. 
gates  from  forty-five  companies  of  the  province  of  General 
Ulster,  assembled  at  Lisbume  in  pursuance  of  a  pub-  the  ddf. 
lie  requisition,  it  was  resolved  unanimously,  That  a  Mived  on 
general  meeting  of  the  volunteer  delegates  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Ulster,  pn  the  spbject  of  a  more  equal  repre- 
aentation  of  the  people   in  parliament,   should    be 
held  at  Dungannon^    on    the  8th  day  of  Septem-^ 
ber.     Many  spirited  resolutions  ai>d  acjdresses  >yere 
published.. 

The  eve  of  a  dissolution,  the  speculations  upon  the  sutc  of  thi 

*  *         ^         represcnta* 

new  elections,  and  the  successful  efforts  of  the  patriots  jion  in  par- 

,  liament. 

m  the  people's  cause,  had  worked  up  the  elated  minds 
9f  the  volunteers  to  an  enthusiasm  for  parliamentary 
reform  little  short  of  that,  which  they  had  before 
evinced  for  free  trade  aQd  legislative  independence. 
The  state  and  consti^tion  of  their  house  of  commons 
was  fully  and  fairly  set  before  their  eyes.  It  consisted 
gf  three  hundred  members ;  sixty-four  of  them,  were 
sent  by  the  counties,  the  remainder  by  cities  and  bo? 
roughs.  The  sixty-four  from  coiinties  were  in  some 
measure,  in  the  option  of  the  people,  and  about  as 
many  inore  from  the  cities  and  boroughs  might,  by 
extraordinary  exertions  of  jthe  people,  be  freely  chosen^ 
Upon  that  calculation,  the  people  by  possi))ility  rnigh^ 
send  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  ipembers  to  parlinr 
ment.  The  other  close  boroughs  sent  the  remainder 
one  hundred  and  seventy-two.  These  were  the  pro- 
perty of  some  few  lords  and  commoners ;  and  being 
the  majority^  the  house  of  commons^  as  it  ^food,  was 
consequently  the  representative  of  an  aristocracy.  The 
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1783.  ^several  resolutions  madein  contemplation  of  and  at  tfie 
convention  of  Dungannon  were  emphatically  expressive 
of  the  necessity  of  reform,  and  were  circulated  with 
unabating  industry. 

NewptrTit-  When  the  new  parliament  met.  Lord  Northington 
congratulated  them  upon  their  being  in  full  possession 
and  enjoyment  of  those  constitutional  and  commercial 
advantages,  which  had  been  so  firtnly  established  by 
tlieir  last  parliament.  It  was  judiciously  contrived  by 
government,  that  a  motion  should  be  made  for  the 
thanks  of  that  house  to  the  volunteers,  for  their  spirited 
endeavours  to  provide  for  the  protection  of  their  coun* 
try,  and  for  their  ready  and  frequent  assistance  of  the 
civil  magistrate  in  enforcing  the  due  execution  of  the 
hws.  This  being  unanimously  carried,  prevented  any 
other  motion,  likely  to  have  been  dictated  by  the  in- 
temperance of  some  volunteer  member,  that  might 
have  attributed  very  different  effects  to  the  armed  as- 
sociations, as  very  different  effects  were  unquestionably 
produced  by  them. 

ThanVs  On  the  second  day  of  the  session,  Mr.  Gardiner 

*'Hcd  to 

lA^rdTcm-  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  late  governor  Lord 
Tewple.  He  had  received  addresses  of  thanks  from 
every  county  in  that  kingdom,  for  his  conduct  as  chief 
governor,  and  nothing  but  the  sanction  of  that  house 
was  necessary  to  render  the  thanks  of  the  people 
universal.      Mr.    Cuffet    seconded    the   motion,   as 

•  The  several  addresses,  resolutions^  and  letters  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  letbrra,  are  to  be  seen  in  my  ijistorical  Review,  voL  IL 
p.  33  to  43. 

t  Now  Lcrd  Tyrawle}-. 
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having   been   witxiess   to    the   many    ankious   days    1/83. 
and  nights  he  had  ispent  in  preparing  plans  for  the 
Welfare  of  Ireland^  which  hifi  ishort  stay  prevented 
from  being  carried  into  execution*. 

fSir  Henry  Caviendish  moved  for  retfenchinff  the  dppositioii 

'  _  "  |o  Lord 

government  expences,  which  -brought  on  a  most  Northing. 
violent  debate^ '  and  a  division^  which  ascertained  ntstratioo. 
the  force  of  the  opposition  to  the  administration  of 
Lord  Nortbington.  Mr.  Flood  warmly  supported  his 
friend's  motion ;  but  recommended  an  amendment  to 
tatend  the  retrenchments  to  the  military  establishments 
Sir  Edward  Newnham  charged  the  British  ministry 
with  having  taken  th^  royal  closet  by  assault^  unde^ 
the  pretence  of  economy,  and  lessening  the  undue  in- 
fluence bf  the  crdwn ;  they  had  deceived  the  people : 
for  in  Ireland  their  substitutes  proved  the  friends  of 
Jirodigalityi  and  enemies  to  economy :  in  power  their 
actions  were  the  reverse  of  what  their  professions  bad 
been  when  out.  Government  re»sted  the  motidn  Ad 
liremature^  till  the  national  aecounts  had  been  gone  into« 
The  debate  became  8dpeirsonalandover*heated  between 
the  two  rival  patriotsi  Messrs.  Flood  and  Giatta9» 
that  they  were  both  ordered  into  cuatody,  in  order  to 
|>revent  any  mischievous  conaequences  fifom  their  un- 
happy difference  J.  TwentyHseven  divided  for  the  mP* 
tion,  and  eigbty-^out  agaiosc-^it 

*  Oi4y  Uiree  gentlenp^ii  tteod  forth  in  the  ioTidious  ligtit  oi 
opposing  this  vote  of  thanks.  They  had  all  three  been  chtrg^Bd  ai 
public  defaulters,  or  as  debtors  to  the  King  - 

f  1  i  Jcmm.  itmu,  p<  85. 

t  Their  speeches  on  cUs  oocMoa  tM«ibt  1o  U||ift  J9$af  h 

R  4 
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1783.         So  unwearied  was  the  present  opposition,  at  the 
Pcrscver-     head  of  which  stood  Mr,  Flood,  in  pressing  military 

ancc  of  op-  i 

iXMition.  and  Other  retrenchments,  that  they  omitted  no  oppor- 
tunity during  the  session  of  bringing  them  forward, 
but  always  with  the  like  failure  of  success.  Their 
party  consisted  of  about  one-sixth  of  the  house,  and 
as  usual,  few  or  none  were  moved  from  their  ranks 
by  eloquence,  argument,  or  reason.  When  Mr.  Foster 
had  reported  the  resolutions  from  the  committee  of 
supply.  Sir  Edward  Newnham  proposed  the  granting 
of  the  supplies  for  six  months,  when  Mr.  Grattan  ob- 
served, that  the  question  had  been  already  debated 
and  decided ;  yet  let  but  parliamentary  reform  be 
tacked  to  the  money  bill,  and  he  would  agree  to  it. 
The  spirit  of  the  people  was  with  the  opposition. 
Government  was  sensible,  that  the  volunteers  had  per- 
formed their  function,  and  wished  therefore  to  disband 
them  ^th  prudence  and  effect.  When  the  protecting 
duties  were  brought  before  the  house,  they  were  not 
supported  by  government  in  the  way,  which  the  half- 
starved  unemployed  manufacturers  expected:  they 
had  been  taught  to  consider  them  essentially  necessaiy 
for  the  support  of  trade :  they  flocked  round  the  par- 
Kament-house  m  anxious  expectation  of  the  protecting 
dudes  being  established  in  their  favour.  Government 
took  offence  at  the  concourse  of  people  crowding  the 
avenues  to  the  house,  and  considered  the  assemblage 
brought  thither  by  opposition  to  intimidate.  The  oppo- 


eitiiig  traits  of  Irish  goverament.     They  are  given  in  the  Appen- 
dix  to  mj  Historical  Review,  No.  LXX. 
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ddon  insisted,  that  the  people  came  thither  as  supplicants  1783. 
not  as  rioters.  When  they  were  dispersed,  many  of  them 
declared  they  were  set  on  by  those,  who  wished  to  op** 
pose  the  measures  of  government.  The  oppo3ition 
called  for  acts  instead  of.  professions  of  economy. 
Government  was  pursuing  the  speediest  measures 
for  disbanding  the  volunteers.  Opposition,  look- 
ing to  the  attainment  of  further  advantages,  con» 
sidered  their  influence  as  necessary  to  procure  the 
future,  as  it  had  been  effectual  in  acquiring  the 
past. 

The  next  popular  question  ureed  was  a  reform  in  National 

*     *^  ^  "  convention 

the  representation  of  the  people.  In  consequence  of  "  Dublin, 
the  resolutions  of  the  Dungannon  meeting,  delegates 
were  appointed  to  form  a  national  convention,  which 
assembled  at  Dublin  on  the  10th  of  November,  when 
the  Earl  of  Charlemont  was  nominated  their  chairman. 
They  entered  into  resoluticms  on  the  subject  and  re- 
quested Mr,  Flood  to  introduce  a  bill  for  that  purpo^, 
Government  was  seriously  alarmed,  an4  the  coundl 
had  actually  determined  on  arresting  the  chairman 
and  secretary  of  the  meeting;  but  c<»iside|ing  this 
measure  hazsardous,  they  contrived  to  divide  tlie 
opinion  of  the  assembly  respecting  the  extenaon 
of  certain  privileges  to  Roman  Catholics.  The  com- 
mon interest  being  thus  disunited,  the  efforts  of  the 
convention  became  less  formidable,  and  all  meaps 
were  devised  to  decry  them  in  parliament.  Wh<^ 
*Mn  Flood  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  t|ie 
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i^^  more  equal  representation  of  the  people  in  parliamertf | 
he  was  firmly  opposed  by  the  attorney-general ;  be- 
cause it  ongin2lted  with  an  armed  body^  which,  al* 
chough  they  had  -the  glory  of  having  presertred  th<f 
domestic  peace  of  their  country,  and  rendered  it  for- 
midable to  foreign  enemies,  were  now  forming  them- 
selves into  a  debating  8oci«y,  and  with  the  bayonet^ 
%ere  forcing  the  question,  whether  dial  house,  or  the 
convention,  were  th(j  representatives  of  the  people^ 
and  whether  parliament  or  the  volunteers  were  to  be 
obeyed.  Mr.  t^lood  supported  the  taus^  of  refonxl 
^ith  resistless  eloquencei  He  maintain^^  that  the 
bill  wa^  not  the  order  df  any  othei*  assembly.  No 
'appearance  of  hostility  or  control  appealed  in  th^ 
jipplication.  The  vollmteers  had  not  lined  the  streets, 
or  drawh  up  before  the  bousei  They  had  given  their 
opinion  with  all  humbleness  and  deference  to  the  re- 
J>resentatives,  and  begged  them  to  take  it  up.  They 
htid  prostrated  themselves  at  the  feet  of  parliament. 
Scarcely  a  member^  who  had  ever  opened  hi»  mouth 
in  the  house^  was  silent  on  this  important  occasion. 
Several,  who  admitted  the  necessity  of  reform,  voted 
again^  it  under  the  circumstance  of  the  sittkig  of  a 
liational  convention  of  delegates,  who  had  previously 
agitated  the  question,  and  were  tutting  the  result  of 
its  discussion  lii  parliaments  Towards  the  dose  of 
the  debate,  Mr.  Grattan  spoke  fof  a  short  time,  de^ 
daring  -himself  decidedly  the  friend  of  a  parliaiiieiitary 
reform.  He  recommended  union  between  parliament 
and  the  illustrious  body  of  volunteers,  which  it  should 
be  the  study  of  his  Ufe  to  prfserre.     tJpon  a  division^ 
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49  were  for  receiving  the  bill,  and  158  against  xU  1783. 
Then  Mr.  Attomey^eneral  moved.  That  it  was  be-  ^*^^*^ 
come  necessary  to  declare,  that  the  house  would  main- 
tain its  just  rights  and  privileges  against  all  encroach- 
ments whatsoever,  which  resolution  was  earned  by 
150  against  68.  Mr.  Conolly  closed  the  busmess,  1>y 
a  motion,  which  was  carried  unanimously,  for  address- 
ing  his  Majesty^  on  their  perfect  satisfaction  in  his  go** 
vemment  and  their  present  happy  constitution ;  which 
it  was  their  determined  resolution  to  support  with  their 
lives  and  fortunes.  Mr.  Flood*,  immediatdy  after 
this  debjite,  went  over  to  England,  apparently  dissatis- 
fied with  the  failure  of  his  party.  * 

Mr.  D.  Browne  moved  an  address  to  his  Majesty,  Funhcr 
upcm  the  deranged  state  of  the  finances  and  the  neces-  iiubTc^^ 
sary  retrenchments  in  every  department  of  g0v«*n- 

*  As  Mr.  Flood  was  one  of  the  mott  brilliant  characters  of  the 
latter  days  of  Ireland,  from  which  he  appeara  to  have  retired  ia 
disgust,  it  oia/  be  agreeable  to  the  reader  to  have  his  portiait 
from  the  masterly  pen  of  his  rival,  Mr.  Grattan.  (Answer  to  Lord 
Clare*s  Speech,  p.  33).  *'  Mr.  Flood,  my  rival,  as  the  pamphlet 
calls  him— and  I  should  be  unworthj  the  diarader  of  his  rival, 
if  in  his  grave  £  did  not  do  him  justice — he  had  his  faults ;  bat 
he  had  great  powers ;  great  public  effect  j  he  persuaded  the  old^ 
he  inspired  the  young >  the  castle  vanished  before  him;  on  a 
small  subject  he  was  miserable  >  put  into  his  hand  a  distaff,  and, 
like  Hercules,  he  made  sad  work  of  it ;  but  give  him  the  thun- 
derbolt, and  he  had  the  arm  of  a  Jupiter  ;  he  misjudged,  when  he 
transferred  himself  to  the  Eoglish  parliament ,  he  forgot  that  he 
was  a  tree  of  the  forest,  too  old  and  too  great  to  be  transplaated 
at  fifty  ^  and  his  seat  in  the  British  parliament,  is  a  caution  to  the 
friends  of  union  to  stay  at  home,  and  make  the  country  of  their 
birth  the  seat  of  their  action.*' 


raons. 
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17S3.  ment.  It  was  violently  opposed  by  the  attorney-gene- 
ral upon  the  ground,  that  a  committee  had  been 
appointed  to  take  into  consideration ,  the  only  plan 
practicable,  viz.  a  reduction  of  the  civil  establishment; 
and  the  house  had  already  passed  a  resolution  for  all 
practicable  retrenchments.  After  a  long  and  very 
heated  debate^  in  which  Mr.  Corry  bore  the  most 
prominent  share,  the  order  of  the  day  was  carried 
without  a  division.  In  consequence  of  the  commons 
having  tacked  some  clauses  to  the  money  bills  sent 
up  to  the  lords,  the  house  df  peers,  on  the  4th  of 
December,  1783^  came  to  two  strong  resolutions^ 
which  on  the  next  day  they  ordered  to  be  added  tp 
die  standing  orders  of  their  house.  The  first*  was, 
that  all  grants  for  the  encouragement  of  particular 
manufactures,  arts^  and  inventions,  or  for  the  conr 
struction  or  carrying  on  of  any  public  or  other  works, 
ought  to  be  made  in  separate  acts^  and  that  the  prac- 
tice of  annexing  such  grants  to  bills  of  aid  or  supply, 
for  the  support  of  his  Majesty*s  government,  was  un- 
parliamentary, and  tended  to  the  diestructlon  of  the 
constitution.  The  second  was,  that  their  house  would 
reject  any  money  bill,  to  which  such  clauses  should  be 
annexed.  Mr.  Curran  took  up  this  matter  as  an  in- 
sult and  injury  oflfered  to  the  dignity  and  rights  of  the 
Jiouse  of  common^ ;  and  gave  notice,  that  on  th$  1 6th 
of  December  he  should  bring  it  before  them ;  apd  on 
that  day,  in  a  very  thin  house,  he  entered  fully  upon 
the  subject,  observing,  that  the  resolution  he  intended 

#  5  Lords'  Journals^  p.  409. 
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to  propose,  was  only  to  vindicate  the  privilege  of  that  ^78^ 
house  originating  money  bills  in  their  own  manner 
from  the  encroachments  of  a  naghbouring  assembly, 
which  had  lately,  by  certain  resolutions,  invaded  that 
right.  The  motion  was  supported  by  1 1  Against  58. 
Nearly  as  soon  as  the  projected  changes  in  the  British 
tabinet*  could  be  known  in  Ireland,  the  parliament 
was  adjourned  to  the  20th  of  January.  The  money 
bills  were  in  the  mean  time  passed. 

Immediately  upon  the  change  of  ministry  in  Eng»  Lord  North. 
land,  Lord  Northington  sent  in  his  resignation ;  it  i?|Js"  ^ 
was  accepted  on  the  7th  of  January^  though  his  suc- 
cessor, the  Duke  of  Rutland,  were  only  appointed  on 
the  24: h  of  February,  1784.    The  house  of  commons 
met,  according  to  adjournment,  on  the  20th  of  Ja- 
nuary, when  the  attorney-general  moved  a  further  ad- 
journment, which  was  opposed  by  Sir  Lucius  O'Bryen, 
who  saw  no  reason,  why  they  should  adjourn  on  ac- 
count of  a  squabble  for  places,  when  the  extreme  dis- 
tress of  their  country  called  their  attention.     The  ad- 
journment, however,  was  carried  by  a  large  majority. 
After  the  attorney-general  had  officially  announced 
the  appointment  of  the  Duke  of  Rutland,  Mr.  Wil- 
iiam  Brabazon  Ponsonby  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to 

*  'the,  stupendous  effects  of  putting  the  firitish  empire  for 
nearly  twenty  years  under  the  influence  of  Mr.  Pitt,  are  viewed 
in  the  opposite  extremes,  according  to  the  prevalence  of  political 
bias.  The  singular  interference  of  a  great  personage  during  the 
debate  in  the  lords  upon  Mr.  Fox*s  East  India  Bill>  and  several 
interesting  circumstances  attending  the  consequent  change  of  ad- 
ministration, together  with  the  new  appointments,  are  to  be  seen 
in  my  Historical  Review,  vol.  11.  p.  7l>  &c. 
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\f^^  Lord  Northiagton^  which  produced  rather  an  angry 
debate.  The  opposition  objected  to  it^  conceivuig  the 
address  to  import  oblique  censure  on  the  volunteers, 
and  an  absolute  rejection  of  parliamaitary  reform* 
The  late  ministerial  party,  urged  in  its  favor  the  lordr 
lieutenant's  patriotic  refusal  of  an  additional  allowance 
of  4000/.  per  ann»  and  (he  unprecede|ited  merit  of 
Bol  having  added  to  the  public  debt.  1  he  period  of 
eight  months'  viceregency,  they  contended^  had  not 
afforded  an  opportunity  of  reaping  the  fruits  of  the 
plans  he  bad  so  wisely  laid  for  the  benefit  of  the 
pountry.  The  vote  of  thanks  passed  ^vithoi^t  $a|efi4r 
fnenf  by  a  majority  of  ^f. 
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Administration  of  the  Duke  of  Rutland, 

With  this  governor  commenced  the  system  of  Mr.  Expeci*. 
Pitt's  administration^  which  ended  in  incorporated  union  the  new  ad- 
pf  Ireland  with  Great  Britain.  This  period  of  Irish  his-  JSJI. 
tory  is  pecuKarly  interesting,  inasmuch  as  it  discloses  the 
means,  by  which  England  exercised  its  influence  over 
that  kingdom  with  more  effect  and  less  disguise,  ihan 
before  she  had  acquired  a  constitution  and  legislative 
independence.  The  opponents  of  the  Rockingham 
jidministration  were  extravagantly  elated  upon  the  new 
appointments,  for  in  the  names  of  Pitt,  Richmond, 
and  Rutland,  they  read  three  of  the  staunchest  friends 
of  parliamentary  reform :  laying  their  immediate 
failure  to  carry  this  favourite  measure,  as  well  as  those 
of  a  reduction  in  the  army  establishment,  retrench- 
ment of  the  expenditures  in  the  civil  departments, 
and  protecting  duties*,  to  the  insincerity  of  the  short- 
lived  administration  of  the  Whigs,  they  anticipated 
the  instantaneous  and  zealous  co-operation  of  their 
opponents  and  successors,  in  completing  the  civil  li- 
berty of  Ireland. 

*  i.  e.  For  protecting  their  own  manufactures  9nd  enforcing 
the  consumption  of  them  at  home,  by  laying  heary  and  prohi« 
bitory  dutiea  on  the  (ike  manufaemres  imported  from  foreiga 
countries. 
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1784.        When  the  house  met,  according  to  adjournment, 
Duke  of     ^  congratulatory  address  was  unanimously  voted  to 
fddrwaiJd    ^^  Duke  of  Rutland.     On  one  day  thirteen  petitions 
from  counties  and  populous  boroughs  were  presented 
to  the  house  of  commons  by  their  respective  represen- 
tatives, praying  a  reform  in  the  state  of  the  representa- 
tion of  the  people  in  parliament.    The  nation  was  now 
in  the  height  of  a  political   fever :  elated   with  what 
they    had    obtained ;  soured    by   disappointment  at 
•    being  refused  what  they  were  taught  to  believe  was 
still  wanting  to  complete  their  freedom.     The  undis- 
guised attempts  both  of  parliament  and  government 
to  discredit  and  dissolve  the  volunteers ;  the  failure 
of  the  opposition  to  procure  a  reduction  of  the  mi- 
Etary  establishment  at  the  return  of  peace,  all  tended 
to  foment  jealousies   between   the   citizen   and   the 
soldier*. 
Bill  for  par-      Mr.  Flood  had  no  sooner  returned  from  England, 
4«form  i5u  than  he  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  a 
more  equal  representation  of  the  people  in  parliament. 
It  was  vehemently  urged  by  Mr.  Flood,  and  supported, 
though  less  warmly,  by  Mr.  Grattan.     The  numbers 

♦  Every  circumstance  tending  to  alienate  the  minds  of  the 
citizens  from  the  soldiery  is,  in  our  constitution^  of  more  than 
ordinary  consequence.  A  riot  had  lately  happened  at  Island 
Bridge,  where  the  outrages  of  the  soldiery  had  exceeded  the  rules 
of  military  discipline,  or  even  common  humanity.  This  exasper- 
ated the  populace.  In  retaliation,  they  had  recourse  to  the 
barbarous  practice  of  houghing  the  soldiers,  whenever  they  found 
them  straggling  and  off  their  guard.  This  induced  General  Lut- 
trell  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  give  better  protection  to  soldiers,  and 
others,  against  the  barbarous  practice  of  houghing. 
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mm  were  85  for  rrform,  and  159  agiinst  it.  Thus  ^7^ 
was  the  spirit  of  the  new  administration  soon  discover^ 
ed  to  be  hostile  to  the  popular  wish  for  reform.  The 
rejection  of  this  and  some  other  popular  measures 
abmrpened  the  animosity  of  the  people  even  to  outrage 
Mverai  of  the  members  in  the  bouse  of  commons. 

The  sereritj,  with  which  the  house  of  commons  Ctutcs  of 
censured  the  publishers  of  some  popular  newspapers,  Su^meat. 
and  the  IcH'd  mayor  of  Dublin,  for  not  preventing 
their  circulation  and  calluig  in  the  military,  added 
fuel  to  the  discontents  of  the  populace,  which  at  last 
amounted  to  a  tumultuous  rising  in  Dublin.  This 
unruly  spirit  of  discontent  was  further  fomented  by 
the  unpopularity  of  Sir  John  Blaquiere's  paving  bill*, 
s^jainst  which  the  house  would  neither  hear  counsel  at 
their  bar  nor  receive  the  petition  from  the  inhabitaints  at 
large.  In  this  licentious  disposition  of  the  public  miild, 
Mr.  Foster  who  had  been  marked  as  an  object  of  ob- 
loquy in  the  newspapers,  brought  in  a  bill  for  restrain- 
ing the  liberty  of  the  pressj  which  was  the  only  remain^ 
ing  subject  of  import^ce,  agitated  in  parliament  during 
the  session.  It  met  with  some  opposition,  though  the 
provisions  of  it  went  no  further,  than  to  make  known  the 

*  The  Recorder  reprobated  the  bill,  as  s  system  of  une^itt* 
pled  tyranny  and  oppresaion.  It  placed*  be  taid,  in  the  hands  of 
a  set  of  low  persona,  (for  commissioners  acting  for  150/.  a  year 
could  be  no  other)  a  power  to  fine  and  torment  with  all  the  in- 
solence of  authority,  twery  citizen  of  Dublin.  It  ga^e  them 
power  to  raise  taxes^  and  to  borrow  money )  to  summon  whomso- 
ever they  thought  proper  before  their  trtbuml  i  and  upon  neglect 
0r  disaliedience,  to  imposa  a  fine  of  40/. 
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*784.     real  name  of  the  printer  or  proprietor  of  every  news- 
paper.    It  was  however  disrelished  by  the  people. 
Their  irritation  was  also  increased  by  the  house  of 
commons  having  ordered  their  Serjeant  at  Arms  to 
take  the  publishers  and  printers  of  the  offensive  news* 
papers  out   of  the  custody  of  the  civil  power,  and 
commit  them  over  to  military  escorts,  under  which  they 
were  more  severely  treated,  than  they  could  have  been 
by  the  civil  power.     These  illegal  stretches  of  power 
were  censured  in  parliament,  and  produced  iu  that 
ferment  of  the  public  mind  the  worst  of  consequences. 
The  proposal  of  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  new  lord^ 
lieutenant,  occasioned  heated  debates  in  the  commons  i 
and  the  failure  of  Mr.  Flood's  reform  bill,  and  other 
popular  measures  did  not  ingratiate  him  with  the  peo-» 
pie  out  of  doors, 
ftriinnenr      The  first  time  the  Duke  of  Rutland  personally  ad-i 
ttidpopuiar  dressed  the  parliament  was  in  proroguing  it  on  the  4th 
ittcNtsed.     of  May,  1784.     The  difficulties  of  the  session  were 
greater  without,  than  within  the  walls  of  the  senate. 
Appeals  were  made  by  some  of  the  members  to  the 
armed  associations  when  the  session  was  over,  upon 
the  questions  lost  in  parliament.     The  discontent  and 
violence  of  the  people  increased.     The  populace  fre- 
quently assembled,  and  committed  outrages,  even  to 
the  American  fashion  of  "  tarring  and  feathering.** 
More  serious  consequences  were  prevented  by  calling 
out  the  military. 
Frtjceerf-  A  principal  objection  to  the  introduction  of  Mr. 

^rii  J'       Flood's  bill  for  a  parliamentary  reform  was,  that  it  ori- 
jcSwT      ginated  with  an  armed  body.     The  sheriffs  and  chief 
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magistrates  were  therefore  called  upon  to  convene  the  ^'784. 
inhabitants  of  their  respective  counties,  fully  to  discuss 
that  measure ;  and  a  meeting  was  convened  at  Dublin 
on  the  7th  of  June,  1 784,  where  the  high  sheriffs  pre- 
sided, and  at  which  strong  resolutions*  were  agreed  to^ 
A  very  animated  address  fr.^m  the  committee  to  the 
people  of  Ireland  was  published,  and  a  petition  or  re- 
monstrance from  the  freemen,  freeholders,  and  inha- 
bitants of  the  city  of  Dublin  to  the  throne,  to  forward 
parliamentary  reform,  and  correct  many  other  abuses, 
was  presented  to  the  lord-lieutenant  by  the  high 
sheriffs,  with  an  address  to  his  excellency  requesting  . 
it  might  be  transmitted ;  to  which  his  excellency  an- 
swered, that  in  complying  with  their  request,  he 
should  not  fail  to  convey  his  entire  disapprobation  of 
it,  as  casting  unjust  re6ections  upon  the  laws  and  par- 
liament of  Ireland,  and  tending  to  weaken  the  autho- 
rity of  both.  These  proceedings  of  the  city  of  Dublin 
were  seconded  by  other  parts  of  the  kingdom ;  but 
their  object  was  frustrated  by  the  interposition  of  go- 
vernment. Prosecutions  by  information  were  com- 
menced against  different  persons,  by  whom  such  aggre- 
gate meetings  had  been  assembled,  and  Mr.  Reily,  the 
high  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Dublin,  was  sentenced  to 
fine  and  imprisonment  by  the  Court  of  King's  Bench. 
Notwithstanding  their  repeated  defeats,  such  was  the 
credulous  enthusiasm  of  the  majority  of  these  advo- 


*  Tbcy  are  to  be  seen,  together  with  the  address  of  the  com- 
mittee to  the  people  of  Ireland,  and  the  petition  to  the  throne, 
in  my  Historical  Review,  vol.  II.  p.  96  10  103. 
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1784.  cates  for  reform,  that  even  after  the  angry  answer  of 
-  the  lord-lieutenant,  they  could  not  be  persuaded,  that 
either  his  grace  or  his  reforming  colleague,  Mr.  Pitt, 
had  renounced  their  principles.  On  the  8th  of  July, 
a  petition  to  the  king  was  conveyed  to  Mr.  Pitt  by 
the  inhabitants  of  Belfast,  nearly  of  the  same  tenor 
with  that  of  the  citizen3  of  Dublin.  In  September 
fallowing,  Mr.  Pitt  by  his  answer  convinced  them, 
how  litde  earnest  the  new  administradons  were  to  pro- 
mote the  reform,  which  before  they  came  into  power 
they  had  espoused.  He  admitted  himself  still  a  friend 
to  reform,  but  on  grounds  very  different  from  those 
adopted  in  their  petiuon.  That  what  was  there  pro- 
posed, he  considered  as  tending  to  produce  still  greater 
evils,  than  any  which  the  friends  of  reform  were  de« 
sirous  to  remedy. 
Ditiinion         The  ^ause  of  reform  received  a  severe  blow  front 

of  tll6  TO* 

luiitccrt,  the  disunion  of  the  volunteers,  on  the  subject  of  ad-> 
mitting  the  Roman  Catholics  to  the  rights  of  elecdon. 
In  an  address  presented  by  the  Ulster  corps  to  their 
general^  the  Earl  of  Charlemont,  they  hinted  at  the 
necessity  of  calling  in  the  aid  of  the  catholics;  to  which 
he  objected,  not  from  illiberal  prejudice,  for  he  was 
full  of  good  will  towards  that  rcvspectable  body,  but 
because  it  would  fatally  clog  and  impede  the  prosecu- 
tion of  their  favourite  purpose.  The  thanks  of  the 
corporadon  of  the  city  of  Dublin  were  voted  him  for 
his  conduct  on  that  occasion.  The  meeting  of  a  na- 
tional congress  was  a  measure  of  too  alarming  a  nature, 
not  to  attract  the  serious  attention  of  government. 
The  attorney-general  menaced  the  sheriff,  who  had 


andittcon^ 


Administration  of  the  Duke  of  Rutland.  261 

• 

called  the  meeting  for  electing  delegates.  On  the  1784. 
other  hand,  strong  resolutions  were  agreed  ^o  upon 
the  right  of  assembling  for  redress  of  grievances. 
Government  from' denouncing  threats,  proceeded  to 
punishments.  The  high  sheriff  for  the  county  of 
Dublin,  was  proceeded  against  by  attachment  from 
the  court  of  King's  Bench.  He  was  again  fined  and 
imprisoned.  This  mode  of  legal  process,  which  pre» 
eluded  the  functions  of  a  jury,  met  with  slight  opposi- 
tion on  account  of  the  new  division  of  the  volunteers 
into  parties.  Informations  were  also  moved  for,  and 
attachments  granted  against  the  printers  and  pub- 
lishers of  newspapers  for  inserting  the  resolutions,  and 
against  the  magistrates  for  signing  them.  This  was 
one  of  the  first  essays  of  Mr.  Pitt's  system  of  preparing 
the  public  for  strong  measures,  by  creating  internal 
disunion  and  alarm. 

The  severity  of  government  deterred  not  the  na-  Meeting  of 
tional  congress  from  meeting  according  to  appomt-  amjrws. 
ment,  although  several  of  its  most  respectable  mem- 
bers absented  themselves.  They  adjourned,  after  hav- 
ing passed  the  resolutions  agreed  upon  at  the  previous 
meeting,  with  an  exhortation  to  perseverance  in  ef- 
fecnng  the  great  and  necessary  confirmation  of  the 
constitution.  The  link  of  unanimity  having  been  once 
severed,  the  fell  of  the  armed  associ  tions  into  dif- 
ference and  contention  <vas  more  rapid,  than  had  been 
their  progress  to  union.  The  divisions  of  the  volun- 
teers were  encouraged  by  government ;  and  for  that 
purpose  discord  and  turbulence  were  rather  counte* 
nanced  than  checked  in  many  counties,  particularly' 

s  3 
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1/84.  upon  the  delicate  and  important  expedient  of  admitting 
the  catholics  to  the  elective  franchise:  a  question, 
which  was  artfully  connected  with  the  now  declining 
cause  of  parliamentary  reform.  The  desire  of  disunit- 
ing the  volunteers  begot  inattention  to  the  grievances 
of  the  distressed  peasantry  of  the  south.  Once  more 
the  JVhite  Boys  committed  depredations  with  impunity, 
particularly  ^bout  Kilkenny  *. 
Second  As  the  unanimity  of  the  volunteers  diminished,  their 

dcicgaiti.  spirit  and  exertions  abated.  On  the  ^d  of  January, 
1785,  a  second  meeting  of  the  delegates  was  had  at 
Dublin,  at  which  were  present  the  representatives  of 
tWenty-seven  counties,  and  of  most  of  the  cities  and  con- 
siderable towns  of  the  kingdom,  amounting  in  the  whole 
to  more  than  200  persons.  Their  proceedings  were 
less  animated.  In  general  terms,  they  left  the  mode  of 
redress  to  the  consideration  of  parliament.  The  British 
parliament  sat  to  the  2.5th  of  August,  1784,  and  met 
again  on  the  25th  of  January,  1785,  when  his  majesty 
particularly  recommended  to  them  the  settlement  of 
all  differences  with  Ireland.  The  parlianient  of  Ire- 
land met  about  the  same  time,  and  went  through  the 
usual  formalities  of  a  speech  from,  and  thanks  to  the 
lord- lieutenant,  to  which  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald, 
Sir  Edward  Crofton,  and  other  friends  of  reform,  ob- 

**  A  stop  was  put  to  their  disturl]pices  by  the  efforts  of  the 
Rev.  D.  Troy,  then  die  Roman  Catholic  bbhop  of  Ossory,  and 
the  clergy  of  his  diocese.  His  Pastoral  Letter,  or  Circular  Ex- 
hortation, may  be  seen  m  the  Appendix  to  my  Historical  Review 
No.  LXXrV.  on  which  occasiou  a  letter  of  thanks  was  written  to 
him  by  command  of  his  excellency. 
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ject^  on  account  of  the  words  firmness  and  modera"  f7t5* 
iion^  which  seemed  to  countenance  the  illegality  of  the 
attachments  resorted  to  by  government  in  lieu  of  trials 
by  jury.  His  majesty's  answer  to  the  addresses,  which 
was  communicated  to  the  commcms  on  the  4th  cX 
February,  1785,  spoke  a  very  determined  language 
against  the  attempts  of  the  delegates  to  dictate  to^ 
and  overawe  the  parliament^  and  increased  the  popular 
discontents 

The  seissbn  of  1 785,  in  each  kingdom,  lasted  seven  Session  of 
months.     Both  parliaments  were  chiefly  occupied  in  proposi- 

lions* 

the  commercial  arrangements  between  Great  Britaia' 
and  Ireland.  Previous  to  the  meeting  of  parliament 
on  the  20th  of  January,  the  Bridsh  cabinet,  in  con« 
cert  with  commissioners  appointed  on  the  part  of  Ire- 
land^ had  formed  the  plan,  which  Mr.  Orde  laid  be- 
fore the  house  of  commons,  in  the  form  of  eleven 
propositions  *h  After  much  debating  and  considerable 
opposition,  they  parsed  the  commons,  with  an  address 
to  the  throne ;  and  on  the  12th  of  February,  the  reso*' 
lutions  and  addre^  were  sent  to  the  lords,  and  una^« 
nimously  agreed  to.  On  the  22d  of  the  month,  the 
eleven  resolutions  agreed  to  by  the  lords  and  com* 
mons  of  Ireland  were  read  in  a  committee  of  the 
British  house  of  common^  when  Mr.  Pitt  opened-the 
business  with  much  earnestness  and  apparent  sympa- 
thy for  the  degraded  state  of  Ireland.  Lamenting 
that  from  the  revolution  almo6t  to  that  day,  the  system 

*  For  these  propositions  and  the  various  proceedings  in  -hotb 

parliaments  upon  theih^  see  my  Historical  Review^  vol.  JUL 

p.  142  to  ISO. 
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iWg*  l»d  been  diat  of  debarring  Irriand  from  the  enjoy* 
ment  and  use  of  her  own  resources;  to  make  the 
kingdom  compl^ely  subeenrient  to  the  interests  and 
opulence  of  Great  Britain,  without  sufiering  her  to 
share  in  the  bounties  of  nature,  in  the  industry  of  her 
citizens,  or  making  them  contribute  to  the  general  in^ 
tflrests  and  strength  of  the  empire.  It  was  at  once 
harsh  and  unjust,  and  it  was  as  impolitic  as  it  was  <^ 
pressive.  He  reprobated  the  state  of  thraldom,  in 
which  that  country  had  been  systematically  kept  ever 
since  the  rerolutiom  Commercial  jealousies  in  £ng« 
land  raised  great  opposidon,  and  petitions  were 
poured  in  from  all  quarters  against  the  Irish  propo- 
sitions. Mr.  Pitt^  deterred  from  his 
brought  forward  a  new  set  of  twenty  pi 
The  long  and  interesting  dd>ates  upon  these  proposi- 
tions were  closed  by  a  very  moving  speech  of  Lord 
Tqwnshend,  whose  long  residence  in  Ireland  superemi- 
nently qualified  him  to  represent  faithfully  the  state  of 
that  country.  If  he  had  expressed  any  degree  of  pre- 
ference for  Ireland,  he  begged  their  lordsh^  would 
impute  it  to  the  veneration  he  bore  it,  and  the  obliga- 
don  he  owed  for  its  partiality  to  his  failings ;  he  was 
naturally,  he  hoped,  the  advocate  of  the  bppressed  and 
meritorious ;  he  knew  the  Irish  to  be  generous  and 
uBtemporising  friends,  and  who  disdained  to  be  behind 
hand  in  reciprocity.  The  propositions,  with  some 
amendments,  were  carried  in  the  lords,  by  S4^  against 
SO.  After  a  warm  debate,  the  amendments  made  by 
the  lords  were  agreed  to  in  the  commons.  Mr.  Pitt 
then  brought  in  a  bill  founded  upon  them,  wliich  was. 


►^ 
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read  a  first  time  on  the  2d  of  August:  and  was  178^- 
followed  up  by  an  addre^  to  his  Majesty,  voted  by 
both  houses  of  parliament,  wherein  they  acquaint- 
ed him  with  what  they  had  done,  and  that  it  re- 
mained for  the  parliament  of  Ireland  to  judge  and 
decide  thereupon. 

On  the  1 2th  of  August  Mr.  Secretary  Orde  brought  Binbroaght 
in  a  bill,  which  was  a  mere  transcript  of  that  moved  iri^h  hout* 
by  the  English  minister.     After  a  most  animated  mons. 
debate,  which  lasted  eighteen  hours,  the  house  di- 
vided^  when  there  appeared  for  leave  to  bring  in  the 
bill,  127,  against  it  108.     Such  a  division  in  the  first 
stage  of  the  business  was  equivalent  to  a  defeat :  and 
Mr.  Orde  having  moved  the  first  reading  of  the  bill, 
declared  he  did  not  intend  to  make  any  further  pro- 
gress in  the  business  during  that  session*.     In  order 
to  preclude  a  motion  of  censure  fi-amed  by  Mr.  Flood, 
die  secretary  moved  an  adjournment,  which  was  car- 
ried without  a  division.     Public  illuminations  testified, 
the  joy  excited  by  the  sudden  termination  of  this  ex- 
traordinary business,  which  ended  to  the  great  disap- 
pointment of  the  ministry  in  both  kingdo.rs.     It  never 
was  resumed  in  either  parliament.     Mr.  Pitt's  conduct 
in  attempting  to  fetter  the  commerce  of  Ireland,  from 
deference  to  or  fear  of  the  commercial  interests  of 
Great  Britain,  produced  a  renovation  of  that  spirit, 

♦  The  groundf,  wpon  which  the  Iri^h  resiste^J  these  proposi- 
tions, were  that  they  went  to  restrict  the  commerce  of  the  coun- 
try, and  giibject  it  to  the  legislative  contrmil  of  the  Biiti«h  par- 
liammt.  This  was  a  reserved  case,  out  ol*  tlic  ncW  terms  of  par- 
liamentary nianag<smentk 
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which  had  formerly  produced  a  non-importation  reso* 
lution  in  Ireland.  Some  tumultuous  efforts  to  carry 
it  into  effect  were  checked  by  the  strong  arm  of  go- 
vernment. Previous  to  the  recess  Mr.  Pery  resigned 
the  Speaker's  chair,  to  which  Mr.  Foster*  was  chosen 
without  much  opposition, 
nuke  of         When  the  Duke  of  Rutland  met  the  parliament  in 

Rutland  ^  ^  *        , 

meets  the    January,  1786,  he  hinted  in  his  speech  a  wish  to  re* 

fnrliinient.     ,  ,  ;  , 

vive  the  commercial  propositions.  The  subject,  how- 
ever, was  too  unpopular  to  be  proceeded  on.  A 
police  bill  was  another  favourite  object  of  govcni- 
ment,  strongly  recommended  to  the  attention  of  par- 
liament. It  was  vehemently  opposed  by  the  patriots* 
Mr.  Conolly  took  a  leading  part  against  it.  He  ol> 
•  served,  that  under  the  pretence  of  police,  it  went  to 
take  away  constitution.  It  was  treated  by  opposition 
as  a  most  unconstitutional  job,  a  mere  bill  of  patronage 
for  ministerial  purposes*  Among  many  petitions 
against  the  bill,  one  was  presented  from  the  freeholders 
of  the  county  of  Dublin,  by  Sir  Edward  Newnham, 
which  the  attorney-general  moved  to  have  rejected,  as 
an  insult  to  the  house.  It  was  rejected  by  1 1 8  against 
Sir  Edward  Newnham  and  Colonel  Sharman«only. 
RcMiution  Mr.  Conolly  and  some  other  gentlemen  of  great 
panstoniist.  landed  property  in  the  country,  who  had  been  much 
in  the  habit  of  supporting  government,  now  appeared 
to  have  taken  a  decided  part  in  the  opposition  to  the 
Duke  of  Rutland's  administration.    The  grand  attacl^ 

*  Th'8  situation  he  retained,  till  the  Irish  bouse  of  commons 
was  annihilated  by  that  very  administratiou,  which  he  supported 
with  indiscriminate  tenacity  till  the  measure  was  resolved  on. 
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made  by  the  patriots  this  session,  was  upon  the  pen-  ^7^' 
sion  li6t.  A  question  ever  sure  to  be  popular* 
Mr.  Forbes,  after  an  animated  speech,  moved,  that 
the  present  application  and  amount  of  pensions  on  the 
civil  establishment  were  a  grievance  to  the  naticM), 
and  demanded  redress.  The  motion,  after  an  interest- 
ing debate,  was  lost  by  a  majority  of  1 34  against  78. 
Mr.  Grattan  gave  great  oflfence  to  the  treasury  bench,  by 
causing  the  whole  list  to  be  read  aloud  by  the  clerk,  and 
closing  the  debate  with  these  strong  words.  If  I  should 
vote,  that  pensions  are  not  a  grievance^  1  should  vote  an 
impudent^  an  insolent^  and  a  public  lie  *.  From  the 
prorogation  of  parliament  the  popularity  of  the  Duke 
of  Rutland  fell  into  the  contrary  spirit  of  discontent 
and  asperity  against  him.  The  city  of  Dublin,  during 
the  recess,  was  a  scene  of  tumult  and  disorder.  In 
order  to  check  the  enforcing  of  the  non- importation 
compacts,  centinels  were  placed  throughout  the  city  to 
prevent  or  give  notice  of  the  first  appearance  of  riot, 
and  the  garrjson  was  kept  in  constant  readiness  for 
action.  The  lord-lieutenant,  whose  manners  were  na- 
turally adapted  to  win  the  favour  of  the  Irish,  was  re- 
ceived so  rudely  at  the  theatre  as  to  have  narrowly 
escaped  the  personal  outrage  of  the  populace. 

When  the  parliament  met  in  January,  1787,  thesrssionof 
k>rd«  lieutenant  applied  to  them  for  their  assistance,  in 
the  effectual  vindication  of  the  laws  and  protection  of 

*  6  P^rl.  Deb.  Some  very  strong  and  sublime  parts  of  thd 
speeches  of  Mr.  Currao  and  others,  on  this  motion^  may  be  seen 
in  my  Historical  Review^  vol.  II.  p.  147. 
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17^7*  society,  which  could  only  be  ensured  by  their  special 
support  of  the  established  church  and  the  respectable 
situation  of  its  ministers.  This  referred  to  the  riots  of 
a  new  set  of  disturbers  in  Munster,  called  Right- Boy s^ 
firom  their  leader  or  instigator  Captain  Right.  Mr. 
Conolly  wished  to  make  distinction  between  the  chief 
governor,  whom  he  knew  to  be  an  honest  man,  and 
the  administration,  against  which  he  made  the  most 
serious  charge  *.  Adverting  to  the  proclamations  lately 
issued,  stating,  that  the  whole  south  was  in  arms,  he 
ad^d,  why  government  did  not  suppress  these  tur- 
bulences in  their  infancy  ?  If  they  were  not  exagge- 
rated^ government  was  censurable  for  not  having  pre* 
vented  them :  if  they  were  so,  they  were  more  criminal 
for  having  created  ill  founded  alarmsf. 
^ii^ht-Buyi.  When  the  house  was  in  a  committee  upon  that 
part  of  his  excellency's  speech,  which  related  to  the 
commotions  in  the  south,  the  attorney-general  (Fitz- 
gibbon)  submitted  a  curious  narrative  of  facts,  which 

«  7  Pari.  Drb.  p  21. 

f  No  misconduct  of  government  is  rao-c  fraught  with  maleyo-> 
lence  and  mi«icbief,  tbau  that  of  creating  false  alarms,  with  a  vieur 
of  engrafting  strong  measurrg  upon  the  timidity  of  the  public  Tbi» 
appears  to  have  be«»n  a  favourite  tactic  throughout  the  whole  sys- 
tem of  Mr.  Pitt's  political  career.  The  unprejudiced  eye  may, 
from  this  first  essay  under  his  administration,  trace  the  grradual 
workings  of  the  disasters,  into  which  the  latter  part  of  it  forced 
this  ill-fated  kingdun.  The  actual  state  of  universal  tumult  and 
rU\x\g  was  asserted  by  min'Tsterial  members,  and  absolutely  denied 
by  others  re-iideiu  \\\  tlie  proclaimed  counties.  Oiffc'rences  of  opi- 
uioo  between  political  opp.  nents  is  conceivable  j  but  contradiction 
«f  notorious  facts  amongst  gentlenien  is  itnaccountable. 
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ne  said  had  come  to  his  knowledge  respecting  the  ^7^7 * 
proceedings  of  f  he  insurgents  •.  They  proceeded  fixnn 
parish  to  parish  swearing  in  the  inhabitants.  The  first 
object  of  their  reformation  was  tithes ;  they  swore  not 
to  give  more  than  a  certain  price  per  acre;  not  to 
take  them  from  the  minister  at  a  greater  price ;  not  to 
assist  or  allow  him  to  be  assisted  in  drawing  the  tithe^ 
and  to  permit  no  proctor.  They  next  took  upon  them 
to  prevent  the  collection  of  parish  cesses ;  then  to  no^ 
minate  parish  clerks,  and  in  some  cases  curates ;  to 
say  what  church  should  or  should  not  be  repaired; 
and  in  one  case  they  threatened  to  burn  a  new 
churchy  ir  the  old  one  were  not  given  for  a  ma^ 
house.  At  last  they  proceeded  to  regulate  the  price, 
of  lands,  to  raise  the  price  of  labour,  and  to  oppose 
the  collection  of  hearth-money  and  other  t^ues.  la 
all  their  proceedings  they  shewed  the  greatest  addresl^ 
with  a  degree  of  caution  and  circumspection,  which  was 
the  more  alarming,  as  it  demonstrated  system  and  de^ 
sign.  He  was  well  acquainted  with  Mu^ster,  and  it 
was  impossible  forhumaQ  wretchedne^  to  exceed  that 
of  the  misen^ble  peasantry  in  that  province.  He  knew^ 
that  the  unhappy  tenantry  were  ground  to  powder  by 
relentless  landlords!-  Their  miseries  were  intolerable, 
but  they  did  not  originate  with  the  clergy ;  nor  could 
the  legislature  stand  by  and  see  them  take  redress 

♦  7  Pkrl.  Deb.  p.  27. 

f  It  is  impossible  for  (he  historian  alwajs  to  follow  the  atniable 
axiom  of  speaking  but  well  of  the  dead.  Here  he  is  happily  jih- 
tified  in  sayii^  of  Lord  Clare^  that  he  was  the  very  best  of  land- 
lords. 
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17V*    into  their  own  hands.    He  therefore  moved,  that  fur- 
ther provisions  by  statute  are  indispensably  necessary 
to  prevent  tumultuous  rising  and  assemblies,  and  for 
the  more  adequate  and  eflfectual  punishment  of  per- 
sons guilty  of  outrage,  riot,  and  illegal  combination, 
and  of  administering  and  taking  unlawful  oaths.     He 
afterwards  brought  in  a  bill  to  the  like  effect. 
omipUinu      Several  gentlemen  of  the  opposition  were  loud  in 
pSbUc^x-  declaiming  against  the  extravagance  of  government 
Iw^taaJ.  expenditures,  such  as  allowances  to  printers  of  news- 
papers for  inserting  proclam.itions  and  advertisements, 
detrimental  to  the  public  and  disgraceful  to  the  nation ; 
of  the  sum  of  1,266/.  for  repairing  the  road  through 
the  Phcenix  Park,  through  which  carts  were  not  per- 
mitted to  pass  ^  for  law  bills  for  prosecuting  Right- 
Boys  ;  for  the  expence  of  witnesses  attending  in  Lon- 
don to  give  evidence  concerning  the  Irish  propositions : 
for  building  country  houses  for  the  officers  of  the  crown, 
and  other  charges,  scandalously  brought  against  the 
public.    They  were  all  defended  by  the  ministers,  and 
of  course  none  of  them  remedied.     Mr.  Conolly,  who 
had  intended,  in  the  course  of  that  session,  to  move 
an  alteration  in  the  tax  of  hearth-money,  declared  he 
would  defer  his  motion  till  the  people  should  demean 
themselves  more  peaceably, 
cituwfor       Mr.  Fitzgibbon^s  bill  for  preventing  tumultuous 
iniTth/ca".  risings  contained  the  singular  *  clause  directing  the 

tholio  cha- 


pelt. 


^  Of  this  clnuse  Mr.  Grattan  said  in  debate,  he  had  heard  of 
transgressors  being  diagged  from  the  sanctuary,  but  he  never 
heard  of  the  sanctuary  being  demolished.  It  went  so  far  as  to 
hold  out  the  laws  as  a  sanction  to  sacrilege.     If  the  Roman  Ca- 
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magistrates  to  demolish  the  Roman  Catholic  chapels,  1787. 
in  which  any  combinations  should  have  been  formed 
or  an  unlawful  oath  administered.  Mr.  Orde,  the  se- 
cretary, remarked,  that  he  never  could  have  concurred 
in  the  clause  for  pulling  do^m  the  chapels,  and  was 
happy,  that  it  had  been  abandoned  by  his  friend.  He 
lamented,  that  any  thing  should  have  appeared  in 
print,  purporting,  that  those  insurrections  had  arisen 
from  a  popish  conspiracy:  he  declared,  he  not  only 
did  not  believe  it  true,  but  in  several  places  he  knew 
it  not  to  be  true :  and  aiErmed,  that  the  insurgents  had 
in  some  places  deprived  the  Roman  catholic  clergy  of 
one-half  of  their  income. 

Mr.  Forbes  brought  in  his  bill  for  limiting  pensions,  Fiiiore  ot 
which  had  at  all  times  been  a  favourite  object  of  the  tithe  biiu. 
patriots:  but  every  former  effort  to  procure  it  had, 
like  the  present,  proved  abortive.    It  was  a  government 

tholics  were  of  a  different  religion,  yet  they  had  one  common 
God  and  one  common  Saviour  with  the  honorable  gentlemen;  and 
surely  the  God  of  the  Protestant  temple,  was  the  God  of  the  Ca« 
tholic  temple.  What  then  did  the  clause  enact  ?  That  the  ma- 
gistrate should  pull  down  the  temple  of  his  God,  and  should  it  be 
rebuilt,  and  as  oOen  as  it  was  rebuilt  for  three  years,  he  should 
again  prostrate  it,  and  so  proceed,  in  repetition  of  his  abomina- 
tions^ and  thus  stab  the  criminal  through  the  sides  of  his  God  : 
a  new  idea  indeed  !  But  this  was  not  all,  the  magistrate  was  to 
sell  by  auction  the  altar  of  the  divinity  to  pay  for  the  sacrilege, 
that  bad  been  committed  on  his  house.  By  preventing  the  chapel 
from  being  erected,  be  contended,  that  they  must  prohibit  the  ex- 
ercise of  religion  for  three  years ;  and  that  to  remedy  disturbanpe 
they  resorted  to  irreligion,  and  endeavoured  to  establish  it  by  act 
of  parliament. 
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ir®7«  question,  and  the  bill  was  lost  by  a  division  of  129 
against  65.  Mr.  Grattan,  equally  anxious  to  check 
the  lawlessness,  and  relieve  the  distresses  of  the  poor, 
brought  forward  the  subject  of  tithes  *,  in  a  general 
resolution,  which  was  negatived  without  a  division* 
Mr.  Orde  objected  to  take  the  subject  under  consi- 
deration. Even  some  of  Mr.  Grattan's  friends  con- 
ceived the  motion  out  of  season.  It  was  urged,  that 
to  pay  any  regard  to  a  people  in  a  state  of  resistance, 
would  be  deiogatory  from  the  dignity .  of  parliament. 
He  laughed  at  such  language ;  there  could  never  be 
a  time,  when  it  was  improper  for  the  legislature  to  do 
justice. 
HcnttdcoD-  Ihe  bill  for  the  better  execution  of  the  laws,  and 
miot  Act.  the  better  preservation  of  the  peace  within  the  coun- 
ties 2t  large  was  vehemently  opposed  by  several  of  the 
patriots,  as  if  intended  to  be  followed  up  with  a  gene- 
»  ral  police  bill.    It  was  also  particularly  objected  to,  a& 

deviating  from  the  English  Riot  Actf. 

*  He  made  a  most  eloquent  and  impressive  speech  on  this  oc- 
casion^ which  may  be  seen  in  my  Historical  Review^  vol.  II.  p. 

+  7  ^arl.  Deb.  p.  44^.  The  opposition  nrged  the  indecency 
of  bringing  on  a  matter  of  such  importance  in  so  thin  a  house> 
■where  most  of  those  present  were  aids-de-camp,  searchers^  pack- 
ers, gnugers,  placemen  of  all  descriptions,  and  pensioners.  The 
bill  wouM  create  thirty- two  additional  judges,  annul  six  hundred 
rai^istrates,  raise  an  army  of  three  thousand  soldiers,  under  tho 
name  of  constables,  and  change  the  administration  of  the  justice 
of  the  country.  It  had  but  two  objects ;  to  increase  the  patronage 
of  the  crown,  and  to  overawe  the  i>eople. 

On  the  iunhcr  progress  of  this  bill,  Mr.  Fitz^ibboo  taunted 
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^Two  other  subjects  decupled  the  attention  of  parlia-     ^7^7» 
kntnt  during  the  session:   the  consideration  of  the  Proro«tioa 

of  ptrlift* 

tommercitiil  treaty  with  France,  and  a  favourite  plan  of  mcau 
educatiort^  which  Mr.  Orde  had  been  preparing  for 
two  years,  and  now  submitted  to  the  house.  It  was 
tieither  relished  nor  supported  according  to  his  expec- 
tations. The  parliament  was  prorogued  on  the  28th 
of  May^  with  the  usual  thailks  for  the  supplies^  pro^ 
tnises  of  economy^  and  a  recommends^on  to  the  people 
to  be  peaceable.  In  the  discus^on  of  the  treaty  of 
na^gation  Ind  commerce  with  the  l^rench  king,  Mr. 
^ood,  who  had  been  how  transplanted  into  the  British 
saiate^  made  ah  eloquent  speech^  iii  which  he  was 
combated  by  Mr.  William  Grenville  upon  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  Irish  propositions^  who  now  admitted 
them  to  have  been  an  offer  from  the  British  govern- 
ment,  though  when  first  brought  forward,  he  had  re^ 
presented  them  as  cortiihg  from  Ireland.  On  this  oc- 
casion Mr.  Flood,  perhaps  the  most  violent  asserter  of 
Irish  independence,  admitted  a  political  necessity  for  a 
controlling  superiority  in  the  British  parliament,  whose 
indispensable  duty  it  was,  in  every  great  national  mea^ 
sure,  to  look  to  the  general  interests  of  the  empire^ 
and  to  see,  that  no  injurious  consequences  followed  to 

the  opposition  bench  with  their  sileoce,  as  if  pt^oCeeding  from  in- 
ability and  ignorante,  which  was  highly  riBseoted  by  Mr.  John 
O'Neile ;  who  warned  ministry  to  desist  from  that  oyerbearing  e%* 
ultation,  with  which  they  carried  questions  by  rank  majoritiei^ 
and  insolently  attempted  to  ran  down  country  gentlemen  fhNn 
standing  up  in  support  of  thetr  oppressed  countrymen*  The  9tto^ 
ney-general  made  a  foil  apology. 
vol-.  II.  T 


V    -.:,-^ 
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J 787.     the  peculiar  interests  of  any  part  of  it.     But,  as  Ire- 
land claimed  no  such  controlling  right  over  G(eat 
Britain,  the  independence  of  Ireland  v^as  not  absolute, 
because  not  perfectly  reciprocal. 
Drath  of         The  Duke  of  Rutland  died  in  October,  i  787.    He 
ot  Kutiand.  was  calculatcd  to  command  the  affections  of  the  Irish ; 
being  open,  free,  liberal,  and  convivial.     Too  much 
addicted  to  the  pleasurable  indulgences  of  youth,  he 
committed  the  management  of  the  public  business  to 
those  about  him.    Under  him  the  expences  of  driving 
the  state  equipage  through  the  l^aten  track  increased 
in  an  alarming  degree.     Many,  who  had  most  strenu- 
ously opposed  his  administration,  rendered  willing  tri- 
bute to  his  amiable  qualities.     The  errors  of  his  go- 
vernment were  attributed  to  his  advisers,  and  the 
majority  of  that  house,  which  had  constantly  support- 
ed them. 


V» 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Administration  of  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

Upon  the  death  of  the  I)uke  of  Rutland,  Mr.  Htt  Mirouiioc 
selected  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham  as  the  fittest  per*  h^  ^ 
son  to  give  eflFect  to  his  system  of  government  over  Duke  Sr 
this  part  of  the  British  empire.  When  in  January^ 
17889  his  excellency  met  the  parliament,  Ms  speech 
bespoke  entire  approbation  of  the  Duke  of  Rutland's 
administration,  and  called  upon  the  house  to  pursue 
the  ^me  measures.  The  address  was  therefore  oppos* 
ed,  by  Mr.  Parsons,  who  indignantly  spumed  the 
insuh  of  summoning  the  house  to  sanction  the  abomi^ 
nations  of  the  late  administration.  If^  said  he,  the 
press  be  not  liberated,  attachments  discontinued^ 
and  the  police  and  riot  act  be  not  abandoned,  it  is 
evidently  the  intention  of  ministers  by  fomenting  dis- 
content and  turbulence  to  goad  the  country  into  re- 
bellion. 

Upon  Mr.  Secretary's*  brmging  in  a  bill  for  reco-  tw«i». 
vering  a  just  compensation  for  tithes  withhoMcm  in 
the  years  1786  and  1787,  Mr.  Grattan  moTed  for  a 
committee  to  enquire,  whether  any  just  cause  of  dis- 
content existed  amongst  the  people  of  the  province  of 
Munster,  or  of  the  cotmties  of  Kilkenny  or  Carlow^  on 
account  of  tithe,  or  the  collection  of  dtkes ;  and  if  any, 

•  Mr.  Fitzberb^,  afierwardf  Lord  St  Hekfi's. 


new  vice 
toy. 
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1788.  to  report  the  same,  together  with  their  opinion  there- 
upon*. It  was  negatived  by  121  against  49.  Stifling 
enquiry  was  a  favourite  maxim  of  Mr.  Pitt's  school. 
um  o'f'thc  '^^^  ^^^  viceroy  affected  to  conceal,  even  from  his 
friends,  the  plan  and  principles  of  his  administration !• 
As  far  as  could  be  collected,  it  was  generally  con- 
cluded, that  the  late  system  was  to  be  followed  up : 
consequently  the  same  system  of  opposition  was  ad- 
hered to.  Notwithstanding  the  new  lord-lieutenant's 
attack  upon  the  subaltern  officers  of  the  revenue,  and 
domestic  restrictions  at  the  Castle,  the  gentlemen  of 
the  opposition  did  not  give  him  credit  for  any  econo- 
mical reform  in  the  original  dispensation  of  the  public 
money.  Mr.  Forbes  was  zealous,  though  imsuccessful, 
in  his  efforts  against  the  pension  list  and  other  Govern- 
ment extravagances.  The  attempts  of  the  patriots 
to  enforce  economy  were  baffled  by  singular  logic. 
The  house  had,  it  was  observed,  given  credit  to  the 

♦  8  Pari.  Deb.  p.  192.  The  system  of  tithes  in  Ireland  still 
calls  loudly  for  reform.  Mr.  Grattan*s  wonderful  speech  upon  that 
iffiportant  subject  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix  to  my  Historical 
Review,  No.  LXXVIII.  It  is  a  master-piece  of  eloquence  and 
reasoning. 

f  Amongst  the  proselytes,  that  went  over  to  Lord  Buckinghana 
tiras  Mr.  Longfidd,  who  liad  considerable  parliamentary  interest ; 
he  and  the  friends  be  introduced  had  r.niformly  opposed  the  late 
administration:  amongst  these  was  Mr.  Curmn,  who  could  not 
bend  his  principles  to  the  pliancy  of  hfs  friend,  or  tfike  a  subordi- 
Diite  part  in  supporting  an  administration,  whose  intended  mea- 
sures were  made  a  secret :  he  therefore  purchased  a  seat  in  a 
vacant  borough,  and  offered  it  to  Mr.  Longfidd  for  any  person, 
whose  principles  w«re  at  his  command. 
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present  government  for  their  intentions  of  economy;  ^®^ 
they  were  therefore  laid  under  restrictions  never 
imposed  on  any  other  government.  The  most  vio- 
lent attack  upon  the  minister,  during  this  session  of 
parliament,  was  Mr.  Forbes's  motion  for  an  address  to 
the  crown,  in  order  to  leave  to  posterity,  on  the  face 
of  the  Journals,  the  grievances,  under  which  the 
people  laboured  in  the  year  1788*,  The  minister 
carried  the  question  of  adjournment  by  103  against  40. 
Mr.  Conolly's  motion  for  the  repeal  of  the  hearth-tax 
was  rejected  even  without  a  division.  Mr.  Dennis 
Browne  referred  to  an  assertion  of  the  lord-lieutenant 
in  conversation^  that  he  had  rather  put  his  right  hand 
into  the  fire,  than  grant  a  pension  to  any  person, 
which  every  honest  man  should  not  approve  of. 
Sir  Henry  Cavendish,  though  staunchly  devoted  to 
that  administration,  remarked,  that  doubling  the  pen- 
sions of  members  might  be  avoided,  **  for  he,  that  had 
400/.  a  year  for  his  vote,  would  not  refuse  voting, 
though  he  were  to  be  refused  400/.  a  year  moref." 
The  feelings  of  the  people  without  were  in  strict  uni- 
son with  the  sentiments  of  the  patriots  within  the  walls 
of  parliament ;  and  the  lord-lieutenant  finding  himself 
pressed  by  the  weight  of  talent,  influence,  and  popu- 
larity of  those,  who  had  ranged  themselves  in  opposi- 
tion to  his  measures,  got  rid  of  them  by  an  early 
prorogation.     This  afforded  him  an  opportunity  of 

*  The  detail  of  grievances,  together  with  the  address,  are  to 
be  seen  in  my  Historical  Review,  vol.  XL  p.  166,  &c. 

t  6  Pari.  Deb.  p.  355. 
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1788.    attending  more  minutely  to  his  favourite  system  of 
economical  reform. 
CcoQomicmi      Animated  with  a  laudable  indignation  against  the 

scrutiny  into  ,  . 

the  deptrt-  Hipacious  and  bare-faced  practices  of  the  clerks,  and 
other  subaltern  officers  in  the  different  departments  of 
government,  his  excellency  seized  all  •  their  keys,  ex* 
amined  himself  their  papers  and  accounts,  subjected 
them  to  the  most  rigorous  scrutiny,  and  demanded 
instant  payment  of  outstanding  balances.  An  univer* 
sal  patiic  seized  the  whole ;  many  defaulters  fled  the 
^ountry^  one  cut  his  throat,  and  some  few  rely- 
ing on  the  sympathies  and  countenance  of  their  imme« 
diate  superiors  in  office,  stood  the  brunt  of  enquiry, 
and  either  eluded  by  dexterity  or  softened  by  false 
promises  the  anger  of  their  indignant  governor. 
Some  were  ultimately  dismissed  with  disgrace.  In 
these  secondary  departments  nothing  was  so  minute^ 
which  the  scrutinizing  eye  of  his  excellency  would  not 
descend  to  inspect.  The  profligacy  of  oificial  profu* 
sion  was  incredible :  peculation  reigned  in  every  de- 
partment, where  public  money  was  handled,  or  public 
property  disposeable :  the  public  accounts  were 
wound  up  yearly  with  formidable  balances  in  the 
hands  of  collectors,  treasurers,  and  paymasters^  or 
arrears  due  by  former  great  officers,  who  had  received 
their  employments  without  security,  or  had  been  dis* 
carded  for  misconduct,  or  were  dead,  or  had  fled,  or 
had  become  bankrupt.     Such  was  the  inveteracy  of 

♦  When  Mr.  Corry  was  made  surrey  or  of  the  ordDance,  his 
fldt  act  was,  to  lock  up  and  spa)  the  ^esks  of  the  several  clerks^ 
fvbo  were  dismissed  instantly^ 
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this  disease,  that  each  preceding  viceroy,  on  close  \7^s. 
inspection,  had  been  afraid  to  touch  it;  until  the 
Marquis  of  Buckingham,  with  more  courage  ven- 
tured to  develop  the  dark  workings  of  these  offi- 
cial peculators.  In  the  ordnance  and  treasury,  the 
grossest  frauds  pervaded  almost  every  department. 
The  public  stores  were  plundered  with  impuniiy 
in  open  day.  The  arms,  ammunition,  and  military 
accoutrements,  condemned  as  useless,  were  stolen 
out  at  one  gate,  and  bought  in  at  the  other,  and 
charged  anew  to  the  public  account.  Journeymen . 
armourers,  who  worked  in  the  arsenal,  seldom  went 
home  to  their  meals  without  conveying  away  a  musket, 
a  sword,  or  brace  of  pistols,  as  lawful  perquisites,  and 
sanctioned  by  the  connivance  of  their  superiors.  Clerks 
'in  subordinate  departments,  with  salaries  not  exceed- 
ing 100/,  per  annum,  kept  handsome  houses  in  town 
and  country,  with  splendid  establishments;  some  of 
them  became  purchasers  of  loans  and  lotteries:  all 
exhibited  signs  of  redundant  opulence. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  1788,  the  county  of  Ar-  PwpofDty 

Boys  aitd 

magh  was  disturbed  by  the  increased  animosity  and  i^cfendcn. 
outrages  of  the  Peep  of-Day  Boys,  and  Defenders. 
They  had  been  advancing  in  numbers,  system, 
and  ferocity,  ever  since  the  year  1785,  when  near 
af  thousand  men  on  both  sides  met  for  a  regular- 
engagement.  Originally  they  were  all  presbyte- 
rians;  but  in  process  of  time  sortie  Roman  catho- 
lics having  enlisted  on  one  side,  it  was  contrived  by. 
the  party,  which  they  opposed,  to  denominate  theia 

T  4 
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^8«^  Papists;  and  the  opposite  baoner^  were  distin« 
guished  by  the  inflammable  appellations  of  Protes-i 
tant  and  Catholic.  The  protestants  talking  advantage 
pf  the  laws  against  papists  having  arms^  paid  their  an- 
tagonists early  domiciliary  visits  to  search  for  arnis,  iq 
which  they  were  often  guilty  of  the  most  wantosn  out- 
rages ;  thence  they  iicquired  (he  appeliatioi^  of  Peep^ 
pf-Day  Boys,  whilst  the  others  assumed  that  of  De* 
fenders.  Hence  the  fatal  origin  qf  defenderism.  la 
this  year  recourse  was  had  to  the  raising  of  some  vo* 
lunteer  corps^  under  pretext  of  strengthening  the  ann 
of  the  magistrate.  These  volunteer  corps,  yrbich  ad- 
mitted no  catholic,  sided  w^th  the  Peep-rof-Day  Boy$^ 
and  increased  the  acrimony  and  bloodshed.  The  De- 
iender^  were  charged  with  openly  sending  ch^lenge^ 
both  to  the  Peep-of-Day  Boys  and  the  volunteers  tQ 
meet  them  in  the  field.  The  fact  was,  that  the  defenders 
certainly  did  look  upon  them  both  as  one  common  ene- 
'■  my  combined  to  defeat  and  oppress  them :  whilst,  there- 
fore, this  open  hostility  between  the  two  parties  subsisted 
and  rankled  under  the  daily  festering  sore  of  religiousi 
acrimony,  the  defenders,  who  knew  themselves  armed 
against  law,  though  in  self-defence  against  the  Peep? 
of-Day  Boys,  became  the  more  anxious  to  bring  the 
contest  to  a  trial  of  strength,  rather  than  remain  victims 
to  the  repeated  outrages  of  their  domiciliary  visits,  or 
other  attempts  to  disarm  them.  Thus  a  private 
squabble  between  two  peasants  gradually  swelled  into 
a  village  brawl^  and  ex)ded  in  the  religious  war  of  a 
whole  district. 
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In  the  autumn  of  this  year^  it  was  the  will  of  Hea-  ^7^ 
ven  to  visit  the  British  empire  with  a  most  distressful  King's  ui- 
calaraity.  A  circumstance,  whiph  placed  Ireland  in  n  "***' 
inore  peculiar  delicacy  of  situation  than  any  other  part 
of  the  empire.  The  Sang  had  been  attacked  in  the 
course  of  the  summer  with  an  illness,  which,  in  No* 
vember^  settled  in  a  delirium,  which  wholly  incapacl* 
tated  his  Majesty  from  performing  the  functions  of  the 
executive.  Under  these  embarrassing  circumstance^ 
^d  in  defiance  of  a  most  powerful  opposition^  Mr.  Pitt 
had  the  address  and  influence  to  lay  down  and  suq- 
pessfiilly  put  in  train,  a  3ystem  of  provisional  regency, 
(luring  the  uncertain  duration  of  his  Majesty's  incapa^ 
city^  fettered  and  clogged  with  restrictions  and  limita- 
tions^ which  it  was  forcibly  urged,  were  industriously 
calculated  to  produce  a  weak  government  with  a 
strong  opposition.  All  the  princes  of  the  bloody  who 
were  then  of  age,  indignantly  disclaimed  any  active 
interference  in  the  business. 

It  was  evidently' the  intention,  and  probably  the  ex*  Ezpeeca^ 
pectation  of  the  British  minister,  that  the  two  houses  irdand"^ 
of  the  Irish  parliament  should  follow  the  example  of  k!w  the  ex- 
those  of  Great  Britain.     This  national  calamity  had  cTiL^Brh- 
however  too  recently  followed  the  declaration.of  Irish   ""' 
legislative  independence,  to  ground  any  reasonable 
hopes  in  the  British  cabinet,  that  the  parliament  of 
Ireland  would  be  dictated  to  by  a  British  convention. 
Many    grounds    of  anxiety,    mistrust,   and    alarm, . 
with  reference  to  the  conduct  of  the  Irish  on  this 
trying   occasion,  agitated   both   the  cabinets.     The 
unpopularity  of  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham:  the 
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'789.     real  congeniality  of  principle  in  the  bulk  of  the  in- 
dependent Irish  with   that   party,    which  had   given 
them  independence  in   1782,  and  now  opposed  the 
galling  and  humiliating  fetters  about  to  be  rivotted  on 
the  regent;  the  sympathy  of  the  true  Irish  character, 
with  the  native  prowess,  generosiiy,  and  magnani- 
mity of  the  prince:  the  national  disgust,  contempt, 
and  detestation  cSf  any  thinp  mean,  sordid,  and  sus- 
picious;   and    above  all,    the  brilliant  and  impor- 
tant    occasion    of   exercising    their  national    inde- 
pendence in  ascertaining  and  establishing  the  consti- 
tutional boundaries  of  the  royal  authority  in  the  per- 
son  of  their  favourite  prince      These  considerations 
deterred  them  from  convening  the  Irish  parliament. 
AHodi-         Amongst  the  first  impressions,  which  the  fatal  news  of 
t^^Mw  ^'  bis  Majesty's  incapacity  to  exercise  the  executive  func- 
^S^t!  tions  of  government  produced  upon  the  greatest  part 
of  the  Irish  nation,  was  the  flattering  expectation  of 
soon  seeing  an  end  of  the  administration,  which  they 
considered  svstematicallv  inimical  to  their  welfare.    To 
a  change  of  ministers,  they  naturally  attached  a  dis- 
solution of  parliament.     As  soon  therefore,  as   the 
nature  of  his  Majesty's  illness  was  made  known,  meet- 
ings were  had  throughout  the  kingdom »  and  associa- 
tions formed  preparatory  to  an  expected  election.     A 
common  test  was  agreed  upon  to  be  tendered,  and 
sworn  to  by  every  candidate^  and  the  associated  elect- 
ors bound   themselves  to   each  other  (generally  by 
oath),  to  vote  for  no  man,  who  should  refuse  to  sub- 
scribe, and  swear  to  the  test :  the  purport  of  which 
was :  1  •.     To  vote  for  a  per  centage  tax  upon  the 
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property  of  all  absentees.  2*.  For  a  settlement  or  iJ'sp. 
commutation  of  tithes.  3*.  For  the  restoration  of  the 
sail-cloth  manufiacture.  4^  For  a  bill  to  limit  the 
p^sion  list,  (with  a  N.  B.  that  it  then  exceeded  that 
of  England  by  8000/.)  5*.  For  a  reform  in  the 
popular  representation  in  parliament.  6thly.  For  pro- 
tecting duties. 

From  Ensrland  the  most  unlimited  discretion  and  instruo 

^  tions  from 

imperative  instructions  were  received  at  the  castle,  to  England 

,  ,  .      ^°  prepare 

procure  a  recognition,  that  whomever  Great  Britain  Ireland  for 
should  appoint  as  regent,  he  should,  ipso  JaclOj  be  re-  re|;ency. 
ceived  in  Ireland  with  all  the  restrictions  and  limita- 
tions imposed  by  Great  Britain ;  with  peremptory 
orders  to  convene  the  parliament  the  instant 
his  excellency  could  answer  for  a  majority  to 
carry  such  a  recognition*  More  than  the  ordinary 
means  of  lure  and  threat  were  used  to  secure  a  major- 
ity. Yet  inasmuch  as  the  Leinster^  the  Shannon, 
the  Tyrone,  and  most  other  independent  interests  in 
Ireland  determinately  opposed  Mr.  Pitt's  plan  of  re- 
gency, it  was  previously  known,  that  government 
would  be  left  "m  a  minority.  1  hey  therefore  deferred 
convening  the  parliament  to  the  5th  of  February, 
when  the  whole  plan  had  been  settled,  and  submitted 
to  by  the  Prince  in  England*.  On  the  great  day  of 
contest  upon  the  regency,  Mr.  Grattan  and  Mr.  Fitz* 

• 

*  In  the  convertations  upon  this  subject,  the  character  and 
conduct  of  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham,  were  free)/  canvassed 
by  the  different  members,  under  the  conviction,  that  his  govern- 
ment would  be  of  very  short  duratioD.  See  Historical  Review^ 
Tol.  II.  i^a 
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iTif.  gibboa  txwk  die  lead  en  tfae  opposite  sides.  Mr. 
Fkzgibbca  scaced  die  pbn  of  die  c^sde  to  be  limiu- 
tioQ  and  a  bilL  Mr.  Gratt2&  after  a  most  luminous 
and  cumiiTm'fomi  speerh^  moved  diat  an  humble  ad- 
dress be  presexued  to  his  royal  highness  to  take  upon 
himself  tfae  goTcmment  of  this  rcahn,  during  die  con- 
timiatkm  of  his  Majesty's  present  indisposhion,  and  no 
longer,  and  under  the  style  and  title  of  Prince  Regent 
of  belaxid,  in  die  name  of  his  Majesty  to  exercise  and 
administer,  accordii^  to  the  laws  and  constitution  of 
diis  kingdom,  all  regal  powers,  jurisdiction,  and  pre* 
logatires  to  the  crown  and  government  thereof  be* 
longing.  BIr.  Fitzherbert  and  several  former  sup* 
porters  of  government,  supported  the  address  against 
the  dictates  of  the  casde.  Mr.  Fitzgibbon  displayed 
extraordinary  firmness  and  talent  in  opposing  so 
powerful  apd  confident  a  majority.  1  be  modon 
passed  without  a  division.  Not  so  in  the  lords,  there 
it  was  warmly  debated.  The  address,  upon  the 
motion  of  the  Earl  of.  Charlemont^  was  carried  by  a 
majority  of  19*. 

*  0  Lordf,  Jonr.  p.  233.  The  contents,  with  the  proxies, 
being  A5,  and  the  non-contents  25,  a  protest  was  entered  by  most 
of  the  minority,  which  see  in  Appendix  to  the  Historical  Review^ 
No.  LXXX.    The  address  was  as  follows. 

To  His  Royal  Highness  Georgb  Prince  of  Walbs. 

The  homble  Address  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  and 

Commons  in  Parliament  assembled. 

'*  Mat  it  fleasb  tovr  Rotal  Highness, 

*'  Ws,  his  Majesty's  most  dutitiil  and  loyal  subjects, 
the  locda  spiritual  and  tenoiwralt  and  the  €^r>^rry^^  of  IicUnd  in 
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When  both  houses  waited  upon  the  lord-lieutenant     ^7^- 
Tvith  their  address^  requesting  him  to  transmit  it  to  his  Marquii  of 
royal  highness,  his  excellency  refused  to  comply ;  re-  htm  re- 
turning for  answer,  that  under  the  impressions  he  felt  transmit 
of  his  ofHcial  duty,  and  of  the  oath  he  had  taken,  he  dreit. 
did  not  consider  himself  warranted  to  lay  before  the 
prince  an  address,  purporting  to  invest  his  royal  high- 
ness with  powers  to  take  upon  him  the  government  of 
that  realm,  before  he  should  be  enabled  bylaw  so  todo; 
and  therefore  be  was  obliged  to  decline  transmitting 


parliament  assembled,  beg  leave  to  approach  jour  royal  bighoi 
with  hearts  full  of  the  most  loyal  and  afiectionate  attachment  to 
the  person  and  government  of  your  royal  father,  to  express  the 
deepest  and  most  grateful  sense  of  the  numerous  blessings  which 
we  have  enjoyed  under  that  illustrious  house,  whose  accession  to 
the  throne  of  these  realms  has  established  ciidl  and  constitutional 
liberty,  upon  a  basis  which  we  trust  will  never  be  shaken  3  and 
at  the  same  time  to  condole  with  your  royal  highness  upon  the 
grievous  malady  ^itb  which  it  has  pleased  Heaven  to  afflict  the 
he^X  of  sovereigns. 

**  We  have,  however,  the  consdation  of  reflecting,  that  tbii 
severe  calamity  hath  not  been  visited  upon  us  until  the  virtues  of 
your  royal  highness  have  been  so  matured*  as  to  enable  your  royal 
highness  to  discharge  the  duties  of  an  important  trust,  for  the  per« 
fi>rmance  whereof,  the  eyes  of  all  his  Majesty*^  subjects  of  both 
kingdoms  are  directed  to  your  royal  highness. 

*'  We  therefore  beg  leave  humbly  to  request,  that  your  royal 
highness  will'  be  pleased  to  take  upon  yoa  the  government  of  this 
realm  during  the  continuation  of  his  Majesty's  present  indispost* 
tion,  and  no  longer  j  and  under  the  stile  and  title  of  Prince 
Regent  of  Ireliind,  in  the  name  of  and  on  behalf  of  his  Majesty,  to 
exercise  and  administer  according  to  die  laws  and  constitution  of 
this  kingdom,  all  regal  powers^  jurisdiction,  and  prerogatives  to 
|)m  crowa  and  fovtrnioent  thereof  belonging/' 
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*789-  thdr  address  to  Great  Britain.  Upon  this  Mr. 
Grattan  aftemrards  moved,  that  his  excdlency  haviag 
thought  proper  to  decline  transmittmg  the  address,  a 
competent  nomber  of  members  should  be  appomted 
to  present  it  to  his  royal  highness.  This  modoo 
was  carried  by  a  majority  of  1 50  against  7^  The 
lords  appointed  the  Duke  of  Leinster  and  Lord 
Charlemont,  and  the  commons  Messrs.  ConoUy,  J. 
O'Ntil,  W.  B.  Ponsonby,  and  J.  Stewart,  commb- 
sioners  to  present  the  address  to  the  Prince  of  Wales. 
Mr.  Brownlow  proposed  a  short  money  ImII,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  lord-lieutenant  from  exercising  his  righl 
of  proroguing  or  dissolving  the  parliament:  which 
the  attorney-general  observed,  reminded  him  of  Lord 
Townshend's  proroguing  the  parliament.  He  recol- 
lected when  next  they  met,  they  voted  him  an  address 
of  thanks^  which  address  cost  the  nation  half  a  million 
of  money.  He  hoped  never  again  to  see  half  a  mil- 
lion of  the  people's  money  employed  to  procure  an 
address  from  their  representatives*.     The  committee 


*  The  nngnlar  coincideDce  of  a  falling  and  risii^  power  acting 
Qpon  a  body  of  300  men,  at  do  tiine  famed  for  mflcxibtiitjr. 
raoDing  a  race  of  ingratitude  for  past  and  avidit)-  Ibr  fbtore  favon, 
exiractcxi  initl)S,  wbicfa  might  otlierwise  have  lain  for  oeotories 
snootbeFed  under  the  concordatam  of  interest,  secrccr,  and  combi- 
nation.  Mr.  Fitzgibboo  (no  man  knew  better)  admiced,  that 
LoTd  TowDshend  had  pa-d  or  granted  so  much  to  parchaae  that 
majori  y  in  parliammt,  bj  which  he  governed  to  the  end  of  his 
adm*4iistratioa.  Of  this  avowal,  or  boast,  or  taonr,  or  threat  of 
pailiamentary  venalitj  from  the  mouth  of  the  attorney  general, 
we  I  v.  .  the  poinicd  eridence  of  Mr.  Grttttan,  (Answer  to  Lord 
CLue  »  speech,  1800.  p.  18).      "  Haifa  mU&om,  •r  man,  wm/ 
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of  the  two  houses  of  parliament  arrived  in  L6ndon  ^789- 
on  the  25th  of  February,  1 789,  and  the  day  follow- 
ing presented  their  address  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  at 
Cariton-house.  As  the  convalescent  state  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's health  was  at  that  time  apparent,  his  royal  high- 
ness, after  returning  his  warmest  thanks  for  the  address, 
and  expressing  the  satisfaction  he  received  from  the 
proof  it  afforded  of  their  loyal  and  affecdonate  attach- 
ment to  the  per;ion  and  government  of  the  King,  ac- 
quainted them  with  the  fortunate  change,  that  had 
taken  place.  Within  a  few  days,  he  hoped,  that  the 
joyful  event  of  His  Majesty's  resuming  his  govern- 
ment, would  enable  him  to  give  them  a  final  answer, 
and  make  it  only  necessary  for  him  to  repeat  those 
sentiments  of  gradtude  and  affecdon  to  the  loyal  and 
generous  people  of  Ireland,  which  he  felt  indelibly 
imprinted  on  his  heart. 

The  happy  turn  in  his  Majesty's  health  worked  a  Tuminth* 
stupendous  change  in  the  marshalling  of  the  house  of  commons. 
commons.     As  the  late  gloomy  prospect  of  a  change 
in  the  Irish  administration  had  driven  many  gentlemen 
to  the  opposition  benches,  Mr.  Grattan,  willing  to 

expended  some  yean  ago  to  break  an  opposiiion ;  the  same,  or  m 
greater  sum  may  he  necessary  now :  8o  said  the  principal  servant 
of  the  crown.  The  house  beard  him :  I  heard  him  :  he  said  it 
standing  on  his  legs  to  an  attonisbed  and  an  indignant  nation ,  and 
he  said  it  in  the  most  extensive  sense  of  bribery  and  corruption. 
The  threat  was  proceeded  on  j  the  peerage  was  sold ;  the  caitifii 
of  corruption  were  every  where ;  in  the  lobby,  in  the  street,  on 
tha  steps,  and  at  the  door  of  every  pariiamentary  leader,  whose 
thresholds  were  worn  by  the  members  of  the  then  administatioa, 
offering  titjes  to  som^  anuies^  to  others^  and  cormption  to  alL** 
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^78£.  avail  himself  of  the  earliest  fruits  of  their  converaoi] 
successively  brought  forward  all  the  subjects  of  popi 
lar  complaint :  namely,  a  new  police  bill^  a  pensio 
bill,  a  place  bill,  a  responsibility  bill,  and  an  absente 
bill.  Each  was  lost  by  gradually  increased  majoritie 
The  first  of  these  divisions  was  of  115  in  favor  g 
ministry  and  106  against  it*  The  debates  upon  thes 
several  questions  were  more  personal  and  virulent' 
than  any  before  known  in  that  house* 
King'ire-  On  the  14th  of  March)  his  excellency  announce 
^mtiV  the  happy  event  of  his  Majesty's  recovery  in  a  speed 
topauiL  from  the  throne,  which  Mr.  Grattan  congratulates 
^ '  the  house,  was  so  worded,  and  the  address  upon  it  si 
properly  moved  and  seconded,  as  to  call  for  the  mos 
cordial  unanimity.  When  Mr.  ConoUy  on  the  20t] 
of  March  communicated  to  the  house  of  common 
the  Prince  of  Wales'  answer  to  the  address  of  boti 
houses  of  parliament.  Lord  Henry  Fitzgerald  movec 
an  address  of  thanks  to  his  royal  highness  for  his  gra 
cious  answer ;  to  which  the  attorney-general  objected 
No  one  supporting  the  objection,  it  was  withdrawn 
and  the  motion  was  carried  unanimously.  His  Majest] 
returned  a  most  gracious  answer  to  the  address  of  th< 
Irish  Parliament ;  and  his  excellency  appointed  s 
day  of  public  thanksgiving  to  Almighty  God,  for  thi 
sigpal  inteq)osition  of  his  good  providence. 
!!Jfwnof        The  ferment  occasioned  in  the  commons  bv  th< 


to      hte  alarm  had  nearly  subsided  :  the  re-establishmen 

•  The  partlcnlan  of  a  violent  attack  upon  Mr.  Grattt-'hx  Mf 
FmoDt,  and  Mr.  GntfiD*s  retort,  may  be  Men  in  Hitturica 
Btffktw,  VttL  IL  p.  256. 
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of  the  old  system,  and  the  disappearance  of  any  im-    |^^. 
mediate  change  in  administration^  had  brought  back 
most  of  the  fugitives  to  their  station,  and  upon  a  divi* . 
sion  on  the  place  bill^  there  were  only  93  for,  and  148 
against  it.    Then  Sir  Henry  Cavendish^  chairman  of  - 
the  committee  on  the  police  accounts^  delivered  in 
their  report*,  upon  which  they  had  come  to  two  re* 
solutions :  1st,  That  it  had  appeared  to  them,  that  the 
poliqe  establishment  had  been  attended  with  unneces^ 
sary  patronage,  waste,  and  dissipation.     2d,  That  it 
was  their  opinion,  that  the  peace  and  protection  of  the 
city  of  Dublin  might  be  more  eSeetually  maintainect 
at  a  less  ezpence,  and  that  the  present  system  of  the 
police  establishment  ought  to  be  changed.     On  the 
motion  of  the  attorney-general  the  report  was  rejected 
by  132  against  78t#    The  subject  most  interesting 
to  Ireland,  which  occupi^  parliament  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  session,   was   that  of  tithes.     Mn 
Crattan  upon  presenting  a  bill  to  appoint  commis* 
sioners  for  the  purpose  of  enquiring  into  the  state  of 
tithes  in  t&e  diflferent  provinces^  and  to  report  a  plan 
for  ascertaining  the  same,  followed  it  up  with  an  ela- 
borate and  eloquent  speech  |.     The  house  adjourned 
from  the  8th  to  the  25th  of  May,  on  which  day  the 
lord*lieutenant  prorogued  the  parliament^  and  made 

♦  9  Par,  Deb.  p.  394.  Thig  report,  wiich  if  singularly 
curiousj  it  to  be  teen  in  ihe  Appendix  to  my  Hiktodcd  Reviewi 
No.  LXXXII. 

t  9  Par.  Deb.  p.  424. 

I  It  may  be  teen  in  the  Appendix  (o  my  Hittorical  Renc#y 
K0.LXXXUI.    9  Par.  Deb.  p.  464; 
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1789.     a  speech  of  a  general  nature^  without  a  word  of  re* 
^"^^     ference  to  any  of  the  extraordinary  drcumstances  of 

the  session. 
Marquis  of  No  viceroy  ever  enjoyed  a  smaller  share  of  popu* 
ham't  life  larity  in  Ireland,  than  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham, 
mcntin-*  A  determined  opposition  was  the  consequence.  In 
spite  of  his  boasted  principles  of  economy,  he  re* 
sorted  to  the  late  ruinous  system  of  purchasing  votes 
by  retail,  in  order  to^  break  through  the  formidable 
opposition  to  his  measure.  No  bounds,  no  reserve, 
no  decency,  were  kept  in  this  new  canvass  for  parlia- 
mentary influence:  the  market  was  overt^  and  the 
prices  of  boroughs^  and  of  pieces  of  boroughs,  and 
of  votes  and  titles,  and  of  peerages,  were  brought  to 
as  regular  a  standard  as  bullion  at  the  mint.  Not  a* 
peerage^  not  an  honor,  not  a  place,  not  a  pension  was* 
disposed  of  but  immediately  by  government  for  par- 
liamentary interest,  influence,  or  engagements,  vary- 
ing by  gradation  from  the  price  of  a  close  borough  to 
a  vote  upon  a  single  question.  Every  place,  office,  or 
emolument,  that  could  be  resumed  by  government, 
was  granted  upon  new  terms  for  future  services.  The 
Duke  of  Leinster,  Mr.  G.  Ponsonby,  Mr.  Fitzherbert*, 
and  every  person  holding  place,  office,  or  pension  at 
pleasure,  were  displaced  or  deprived  for  having  joined 
in  the  address  to  the  Prince  of  Wales.  A  creadon  of 
eight  peerages  took  place,  and  numerous  new  appoint- 

*  Daring  a  short  recess  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hobart,  (the  present  Ead 
of  Bockinghamshire)  was  appointed  Secretary  in  lieu  of  Blr. 
Fitzherbert,  (afterwards  Lord  St.  Helens}^  who  gare  a  rare  cs« 
ample  of  sacnfidng  place  to  prindple* 
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ments  ttrere  made.  It  was  objected  to  tlie  MaerqUiA-  o£  K^* 
Buckingham's  administration,  that  notwithstanding  his^ 
professions  of.  economizing  he  had  increased  the  pen* 
sion  list  by  13,000/.  per  annum^  and  by  ^litdng  places^ 
reviving  dormant  employ  ments,  and  encreasing  salae 
ries,  bad  burthened  the  nation-  with  an  additional  per* 
petuity  of  2800/;  pa:  annum.  The  public  thankst 
giving  for  the  King's  recovery  was  cdebraled  by.  a 
most  superb  gala  at  the  castle;  but  none  of  those  gen- 
tlemen were  invited  to  partake  of  it,  who.  had>  voted 
for  the  address.  A  marked*  «gh  of  reprobation 
was  put  on  their  heads :  and  so  strongly  was  the  spirit 
of  party  kept  up,  that  in  the  list  of  toasts  drujik  afjter 
dinner  at  the  o^^  the  Prince  qH  Walea  and  Dulg^ 
of  York  were  purposely  omitted*  *'•  The  extraonlinary 
zeal  of  die  attomey*general  on  the  late  occasions,  in 
support  of  govemmen(^  was  rewarded  with  the  great 
seal  of  Ireland,  which  had  become  vacant  by  the  dealh 
of  Lord  Ufford^  He  was  thse.  first  Irish:  chanceUor  app 
pointed*  hf  England* 

The  Acquis  of  Buckingham  grew  daily  more  and  Lord  Buck« 
more  dissadsfied  wit^  his  situation  in  Ireland.   He  had  tatisfied. 
regained  a.  majority  ia  parliament,  but  be  oever  more  Kogiaod. 

*  In  England  ^fMoe  penont  had  raiber  uawanaDttUgr  roprq* 
tented  Mr.  IRtt  to  have  laid^  daring  the  debate  on  the  regency, 
that  he  had  as  mnch  right  to  be  regent,  as  his  Royal  Highness. 
At  this  national  festival,  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham  offered  that 
minister  to  the  notice  and  gratitude  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
next  to  the  King  and  Queen,  not  only  in  priority  but  in  exclusioQ 
of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  by  proposing  the  luaUh  of  Mr,  Piii,  ih§ 
JrUnd  oj  Ireland,  wiih  three  times  three.  Triviai  circumstances 
pft^i  disdose  designs  of  magnitudes 
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1769.^  experienced  that  popularity^  whicSi  had  haikd  his  first 
appointment  under  Lord  Shelbume.  The  spirit  of 
party  ran  so  high^  and  the  chief  governor  felt  so 
sensibly  his  want  of  popularity,  that  in  the  month  of 
June  he  took  shipping  *  for  Engbmd^  and  never  more 
returned  to  Ireland.  On  the  SOth  of  June,  1 789,  the 
new  chancellor  Fitzgibbon  and  Mr.  Foster  the  speaks 
were  9Womih  lordsi^justices. 

.     '•  ■     ;,.■■'       -        ■     ■ 

*  tfit  etcoUeoey.took  shippbg.firom.Mr.  tee*f  villa  at  the 
Alack  Rock.  It  was  observed  bjr  Mr^harleg  0*Neale>  In  a  d»* 
bate,  10  I^.  D,  p.  118,  that  if  he  had  not  taken  a  beck«ttaira 
departure  from  tiiilt  kingdona,  he  would  inr  all  probability  have 
been  greeted  on  hit  retreat  tti  a  ftty  diflcrent  Manner  firotn  what 
he  had  been  on  hb  arrival  in  Ireland.  Hit  oi^pdoeiiti  gate  oatj 
tbat  hif  ezceUeocf  wai  aecretly  oonv^ed  on  board  a  ship.  His 
iiriends  assert>  that  his  health  was  so  impaired  by  the  £itigiies 
of  a  troublesome  government,  that  |JS  was  convq'ed  in  a  litter 
upon  men*s  shoulders  to  the  ship,  in  which  he  took  his  passs^. 
The  bad  state  of  his  health  must  have  naturally  induced  him  to 
avoid  publicity  and  bustle  in  his  departure,  whk:h  his  of^MXients 
might  have  misconstrued  into  conscious. privacy  and  abeoondingr 
.  -Whe^ier  the  character  and  conduct  of  Lord  Buckin^^  were 
jnot,  congenial  with  the  then  predominant  feelings  of  the  Irish 
pebple,  or  that  the  system  of  Mr.  Pitt's  government,  which  that 
Mbleman  most  zeaknisly  supported,. was  fiot ^acceptable  to  thetof 
certain  it  is,  that  his  excellency's  departure  from  Ireland  created 
Utde  regret  or  sorrow  throughout  the  kingdom. 
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CHAPTER  V, 


Admiidstration  of  the  Earl  of  ffestmdreland. 

...  ^79^ 
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The  Earl  of  Westmoreland  succeeded  the  Marquis  Eari  of 
of  Buckingham  in  the  government  of  Ireland.    It  was  land  luc- 
observed  by  some  of  the  opposition^  that  the  change  Marquit  of 
was  but  a  continuance  of  the  former  administration,  bm."^   , 
under  a iess  unpopular' head:  the  secretary  and  most 
other  servants  of  the  crown  were  continued  in  office. 
Strong  eflfiects  were  produced  by  the  establishment  oF  a 
Whig  club  in  Ireland,  iii  imitation  of  that  of  England. 
It  was  a  frequent  theifte  of  panegyric  to  Mr.  Grattan, 
and 'of  invective  to  Htci  Fitzgibbon.    The  heads  of 
most  of  the  great' fadiilies  were  members  of  it,  and  it 
ecM^lnbMBl  act  lightly  to  give  popularity!  to  the  lead- 
Sdj^^'^jects  of  thdr  institution,  winch  It  was  the  uni< 
form  policy  of  Mr.  Pitt's  systeni  to  countieract.    The 
administration  of  the;  Marquis  of  Buckmgham  formed 
an  eventful  era  in  the  nuxlem  history  of  Ireland. 
-Thence  evidently  is  traced  the  commencettient  of  tho8i» 
popular  workings,  which  ended  in  the  explosion  of 
1798r    Paities  are  at  issue  upon  the  effects  pf  the 
system.  'The  Whigs  contend^  that  the  people  wer« 
goaded  into  x^bellion  by  it*s  impolicy  and  atrocity ;  the 
friends  of  Mr.  Pitt  lay  the  salvation  of  the  country  to 
ic's  wisdom  and'firmness.    Facts  bespeak  thei^  own 
consequences.    Wb?P  the  poor  in  Muost^^  from  dif 
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1  f9^    failure  of  Mr.  Grattan's  motion  for  thdr  relief,  despaired 
of  redress,  fresh  disturbances  broke  out,  and  the  military 
force  was  consequently  increased.     In  the  north,  the 
Peep-of-Day  Boys  had  acquired  an  ascendancy  oTcr  the 
Defenders.  Their  enmity  was  wickedly  fomented  by  the 
upper  orders,  for  the  purpose  of  breaking  up  tfaatimioa 
of  protestants  and  catholics,  which  had  been  effected  by 
their  serving  together  in  the  Tolunteer  corps.    la  Ar- 
maght  the  most  protestant  county  of  Ireland,  the  De« 
fenders  were  goaded  into  a  more  systematic  resistance, 
by  (he  encreasmg  frequency  and  atrocity  of  the  domi- 
ciliary visits  for  dasarming  them,  under  jnretext  of  die 
law's  dmUing  catholios  from  bearing  arms:  but  iriiich 
dieaeDefienders,  who  were  mostly  catholics,  now  fiMiod 
aecassary  for  adf-defence.    Government  seot  down 
some  troops  of  horse,  which  secored  tranquillity,  whilst 
diey  lemained  on  the  spot,    ttk  contests  were  so  ae* 
nous,  that  in  the  absence  of  the  troops,  fifty  of  a  ade 
have  fallen  in  a  day.    The  Defenders  oiganiaed  and 
strengthened  diemseives.     *  They  afterwards  became 
more  fbrmidahle ;  but  were  ner^  aggressors,  till  they 
were  compelled  to  emigrate  from  their  own  district. 
Kiiiuttnit      I«ord  Westmoreland  met  the  parliament  on  the  2l8t 
tSteti^X  of  January,  1790.     The  whole  of  this  session  was  a 
yittioi,.     aeries  of  violent  though  fruitless  struggles  for  the 
great  points,  which  the  patriots  contended  they  were 
cntided  to  by  the  constitution,  and  had  pledged  them- 
idves  to  their  country  to  persevere  in  pressing  upon 

•  The  oath  sod  nto  ^the  Dbfenden  are  to  be  teeo  in  foL  XL 
Ifirtwiciti  Boriew,  p.  27(5. 
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the  government  till  granted.  When  the  address  nvas  1790. 
moved)  ^Mr.  Grattan  strongly  marked  his  disappro- 
bation of  the  measures  of  the  late  administratioii ; 
they  had  been  ill  governed.  He  pressed  upon  the  in- 
crease of  the  pension  list,  and  the  expences  of  the 
ordnancet»    He  moved.  That  the  resolutions  of  that 


•  10  Fkrl.  Deb.  p.  7* 

f  Mr.  Grattan'f  oratory  ii  not  only  tobliniej  bat  historically  io- 
structive,  (10  FarL  Deb.  p.  15).  **  Such  has  been  the  condact 
of  your  refbmier.  This  was  the  man ;  you  remember  his  entry 
into  the  capital,  trampling  on  the  hearse  of  the  Duke  of  Rutland^ 
and  seated  in  a  triumphal  car,  drawn  by  public  credulity  \  on  one 
side  fallacious  hope,  and  on  the  other  many-moathed  profession  1 
a  6gare  with  two  feces,  one  tamed  to  the  treasory,  and  the  other 
.  presented  to  the  people ;  and  yriih.  a  doable  tongue,  speaking  con- 
tradictory languages* 

'^  This  minister  alights;  justice  looks  up  to  him  with  empty 
hopes,  and  peculation  faints  with  idle  alarms  >  he  finds  the  city  a 
prey  to  an  unconstitational  police— ^e  continues  it ;  he  finds  the 
country  orerbartheoed  with  ff  shameful  pension  list^he  increases 
it ;  he  finds  the  bouse  of  commons  swarming  with  placemen — be 
multiplies  them ;  he  finds  the  salary  of  the  secretary  increased  to 
prevent  a  pension — he  grants  a  pension ;  he  finds  the  kingdom 
drained  by  absentee  employments,  and  by  compensations  to  buy 
them  home — he  gives  the  best  reversion  in  the  coontry  to  an  ab« 
aentee,  his  brother !  He  finds  the  government  at  difierent  times  hud 
disgraced  itself  by  creating  sinecures,  to  gratify  corrupt  affectkm — 
he  makes  two  commissioners  of  the  rolls^  and  gives  one  of  them 
to  another  brother ;  he  finds  the  second  council  to  the  commis* 
sioners  put  down  because  useless — be  revives  it  \  be  finds  the 
boards  of  accounts  and  stamps  annexed  by  public  compact — be 
divides  them  3  he  finds  three  resolutions,  declaring,  that  seven  com* 
Wissioners  are  sufficieqt— he  makes  nine  \  he  finds  the  oomijtry 
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ifflO.    house  aguist  iocreasoig  the  Dmnbcr  of  the  commb^ 
sioners  of  the  revenue  and  diridhig  of  the  boards,  be 
laid  before  his  Majesty,  inch  an  humble  address,  that 
his  Majesty  vould  or6a  to  be  lad  before  them  the 
particulars  of  the  representatioos,  m  consequence  of 
irhich  two  new  commtssioDen  of  the  customs  had 
been  added,  notwithstanding  the  resolations  of  that 
house ;  and  also  that  his  Majesty  Vould  communicate 
the  names  of  the  peisons  ooncemed  in  rrooomiending 
that  measure.    The  morion  was  vdbemently  opposed 
by  goveniment,  and  negatived  *  npco  a  division,  by 
125^  80  only  haying  voted  fgr  it.    The  like  fate  at- 
tended th^  motion  of  &Ir.  Curxan,  for  the  particulars 
of  the  causes,  consideratioo,  and  repfesentations,  in 
consequence  of  which  the  boards  of  stamps  and  ac- 
counts had  been  divided,  with  an  inpease  pf  ^4^  ^^ 
the  officers :  and  a  cpmmuiucation  of  the  names  of  the 
persons^  who  had  recommended  that  measure.    Thifs 
also  failed  Mr.  Forbes's  eflbrts  for  a  place  UU  and  a 
pension  bill.     Each  debate  grew  warmer  than  the 
preceding.     The  opposition   upbraided  the  treasury 
baches  with  being  boqght  and  hired  to  vote  against 
their  ccmvictions  and  the  welfare  of  their  country; 
they  taunted  them  i^ith  the  want  of  ability,  honour, 
and  honesty.     The  attorney-general  charged  his  op- 
ponents with  imperious  turbufence  and  overbearing, 
to  attain  that  pow^r,  which  they  envied  in  others*    On 

ha«  sufi^red  by  fome  pecalations  in  the  ordnance^be  incr^ses 
tbc  salaries  of  offices,  and  gives  the  places  to  members  j  to  mem- 


oers  of  paiiiamcnt." 
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this  occasion  the  oppodtion  increased  by  twelve.  In  I7d0> 
the  like  proporrion  was  outvoted  Mr.  George  Pon- 
sonby's  motion  for  disclosing  the  names  of  those,  who 
had  abused  the  confidence  placed  in  them^  by  advising 
the  growth  of  public  expence,  by  many  new  and  in- 
creased  salaries^  annexed  to  offices^  granted  to  niemr 
bers  of  that  house,  no  fewer  in  number  than  fourteen. 
The  perseverance  and  powerful  talents,  with  which 
Mr/Grattan  kept  up  an  aggressive  warfare  during  the 
whole  of  this  session,  rendered  him  personally  ob* 
noxious  in  proportion  as  he  was  formidable  to  the 
eastle  interest. 

At  the  close  of  a  very  severe  debate,  Mr,  Grattan  Mr.  Grat- 
gave  particular  offence  to  government  by  a  novel  mode  xMrdinary 
of  arnugning  the  ministers.    He  then  read  the  follow-  agamic  mi« 
Ing  paper.     *'  We  charge  them  publicly,  in  the  lace       "* 
of  their  country,  with  making  corrupt  agreements  for 
the  sale  of  peerages,  fox  doing  which,  we  say  they  are 
impeachable;  we  charge  them  with  corrupt  agree- 
ments for  the  disposal  of  the  money  arising  fro^i  the 
sale,  to  purchase  for  the  servants  of  the  castle  seats 
In  the  assembly  of  the  people;  for  doing  which  we 
say  they  are  impeachable  j  we  charge  them  with  com- 
mitting these  offehces,  not  in  one,  nor  in  two,  but  ia 
many  instances ;  for  which  complication  of  offences, 
we  say  they  are  impeachable ;  guilty  of  a  systematic 
endeavour  to  undermine  the  constitution  in  violation 
of  the  laws  of  the  land.  We  pledge  ourselves,  to  con* 
vict  them.    We  dare  them  to  go  into  an  enquiry.   We 
do  not  affect  to  treat  them  as  other  than  public  mule- 
fectors.    We  speak  to  them  in  a  style  of  the  mosf 
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1790.  mortifying  and  humiliadng  defiance.  We  pronounce 
them  to  be  public  criminals.  Will  they  dare  to  deny 
the  charge  ?  I  call  upon,  and  dare  the  ostensible  mem- 
ber to  rise  in  his  place,  and  say  on  his  honour,  that  he 
does  not  believe  such  corrupt  agreements  have  taken 
place.  I  wait  for  a  specific  answer."  After  sotm 
pause,  Mr.  Secretary  Hobart*  replied,  that  the  ques- 
tion related  to  the  exercise  of  his  Majesty's  undoubted 
prerogative,  and  it  would  ill  become  him,  upon  the 
investigaiion  of  an  individual,  to  say  what  were  the 
.reasons,  which  had  induced  his  Majesty  to  bestow 
upon  any  person  those  honours,  which  the  crowa 
alone  could  constitutionally  confer. !• 
^»A»«^       The  strongest  opposition  of  the  session  (viz.  96) 

forts  of  w9 

•pponcioo.  was  upon  Mr,  Forbes*  moving  the  place  bill  to  be  read 
a  second  time,  when  he  asserted,  without  contradiction, 
that  no  less  than  one  hundred  and  four  persons,  hold- 
ing places  or  pensions,  were  members  of  that  house ; 
and  that  since  the  last  session  no  less  than  fourteen 
new  places  had  been  created,  and  bestowed  upon 
members.  An  interesting  debate  took  place  upon 
the  illegality  of  issuing  fiats  for  lev)'ing  unascer- 
tained damages.  The  last  contest  of  the  session  was 
upon  Mr.  Curran's  long  promised  motion,  for  an  ad- 
dress to  the  throne  upon  general  grievances.  After  a 
very  pointed  detail  of  the  several  grievances,  abuses, 
iixd  corruptions,  of  which  the  country  then  com- 

*  The  present  Earl  of  Buckinghamshire. 

t  This  reply  of  the  secretary  gave  little  satisfaction  to  the  o{^;)o^ 
•iUon  benchesj  and  still  less  to  the  people  out  of  dooo. 
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plsuned,  the  addre^  specified,  that  his  Majesty's  hXth-  ^TSO^ 
ful  commons  had  been  informed^  that  in  order  to 
defeat  a  resistance  made  in  parliament  to  the  will  of 
the  .minister,  great  portions  of  public  money  had  been 
expen4ed  by  government  in  places,  pensions,  or  sala*- 
lies,  to  induce  individuals  to  betray  the  commimity 
for  such  corrupt  considerations.  That  the  particular 
sums  so  expended  had  been  specified  and  confessed  ; 
and  that  such  a  corrupt  and  desperate  practice  alarmed 
them  the  more,  because  it  had  not  transpired  as  a 
crime  to  be  punished,  but  had  been  openly  avowed 
4»  an  instrument  of  government  to  be  again  resorted 
to.  That  such  exercise  of  influence  had  not  only  been 
confessed,  but  defended  on  a  principle  most  offensive 
to  the  feelings,  and  derogatory  from  the  condition  of 
his  Majesty's  subjects  of  Ireland.  That  when  they 
sought  the  same  securities  and  provisions  for  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people,  which  Great  Britain  had  adopted 
against  the  corrupt  influjence  of  the  minister,  they  had 
been  told,  that  such  provisions,  however  proper  in 
Great  Britain,  were  not  calculated  for  the  meridian  of 
Ireland;  for  that  the  government  in  that  country 
should  be  stronger  than  the  government  in  Great 
Britain)  and  of  course  the  influence  and  authority  of 
the  people  of  Ireland  comparatively  weaker  in  the 
.balance  of  the  constitution.  That  such  wild  and  un- 
constitutional distinction,  construing  the  people  of  Ire- 
Und  out  of  the  benefit  of  equal  liberty,  to  introduce 
among  them  a  superior  degree  of  corruption  and  pro- 
fligacy, called  from  his  Majesty's  faithful  commons 
of  Ireland  the  warmest  protestations,  and  they  did 
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1790.  protest  against  it  accordingly.  The  address  was  ne- 
gatived by  the  usual  majority,  which  had  been  kept 
steady  in  their  ranks.  This  last  attack  was  made  not 
with  any  prospect  of  success,  but  only  with  a  view  of 
transmitiing  to  posterity  the  real  grounds  of  'opposing 
that  system  of  government,  by  recording  them  in  the 
form  of  an  address  on  the  Journals. 
FK)fOj5»-         The  parliament  was  prorogued  on  the  5th  and  dis- 

tion,  Uisto-  *  to 

iution»  of  solved  on  the  8th  of  April,  1790.  The  new  parlia* 
convention  ment  was  summoncd  to  meet  on  the  20th  of  May> 
pariameat.  but  before -that  time  was  further  prorogued  to  the  10th 
of  July,  when  it  met  for  dispatch  of  business.  The 
session  lasted  only  14  days^  during  which  nothing  oc- 
curred worthy  of  notice.  The  purpose  of  convening 
the  new  parliament  was  to  obtain  a  vote  <^  credit* 
which  passed  for  200,000/.  The  parliament  was  then 
prorogued,  and  did  not  meet  for  the  dispatch  of  bust* 

ness,  till  the  20th  of  Januaiy,  1791. 
Uad  w«t-  Durkie  the  recess  Mr.  Secretary  Hobart  went  to  Enc> 
pecks  popu-  land  to  concert  the  plan  of  the  next  parhamentary  cam- 
paign with  the  British  cabinet.  It  was  determined,  that 
the  Irish  government  should  unexceptionably  pursue 
the  principles  and  system  of  Lord  Buckingham's  admi- 
nistration ;  the  secre^ry  therefore  had  much  consulta- 
tion with  that  nobleman.  Lord  Westmoreland  in  the 
nnean  time  omitted  no  means  of  acquiring  popularity  j 
he  visited  most  qf  the  nobility  through  the  kingdom. 
His  excellency  and  hi$  lady  on  all  solemn  bccasicKS 
appeared  clad  in  Irish  manufactures.  He  generally  en- 
deavoured to  render  hiipself  affable  and  accessible  ♦•  ■ 

•  He  gratified  the  people  of  Dublin  in  particular,  by  pcm\ittinj 
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The  business  of  the  first  session  of  the  new  parlia-'    I79l 


tnent  differed  little  from  that  of  the  last*    The  patriots  Fint  ses- 
rather  lost  strength  by  the  new  election.     Their  num*  new  p^riii^ 
bers  at  no  time  dufing  the  session  exceeded  fourscore. 
But  their  resolution  was  more  determined  than  ever« 
Mr*  George  Ponsonby  in  replying  to  Mr*  Cook*,  as« 
sured  him,  that  nothing  but  the  hand  of  death  orsuc« 
cess  should  ever  induce  them  to  give  up  their  pursuits. 
All  the  former  subjects  of  popular  complaint  were 
a£(ain  brought  forward  with  like  failure.     The   mi- 
nority complained,  that  the  administration  did  not 
mean  to  meet  the  questions  of  difference  between  thcni 
by.  raason  and  argument,  but  by  that  very  corruption 
and  influence  they  were  warring  against;  dead  major" 
iliesm    The  great  strength  of  the  patriots'  oratory  was 
empk>yed  upon  the  charge  of  selling  the  peerage,  and 
prostituting  the  price  of  it  to  the  purchase  of  seats  in 
parliament.     The  ministerial  members  complained  of 
the  reiteration  of  the  old  charges  without  new  argu- 
ments to   support   them ;  and  insisted  that  general 
fame,  surmise,  and  assertion^  were  no  grounds  for  pro- 
ceedings in  that  house.     On  no  occasion  did  Mr* 
Grattan  exert  himself  more  than  on  his  motion  for  an 
Irish  East  India  trade.     It  was  however  only  support  • 
ed  by  86  against  147. 

The  political  fever  of  the  continent  in  1791  became  EflTec^s  of 
by  relation  alarming  to  the  British  empire,  and  particu*  voimlon  oa 

Ireland. 
iSbft  perfbraiance  of  a  favourite  piece^  the  Beggars'  Opera,  which  in 

•  ■ 

the  more  austere  government  of^Lord  Buckingham  had  beea 
prohibited. 

,  •  11  Pari.  Deb.  p.  384. 
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179^\  I^Iy  to  Ireland.  A  countrj,  which  had  so  lately  sqc* 
ceeded  in  a  struggle  for  civil  liberty,  naturally  sympa* 
thised  with  France  and  Poland,  which  were  engaging 
in  a  like  cause.  But  the  Tcry  mention  of  civil  freedom 
thenceforth  became  obnoxious  to  government.  Even 
the  customary  commemoration  of  our  own  revoIutioQ 
in  1688,  was  attempted  to  be  damped.  The  word  li^ 
lerty  carried  with  it  suspicion,  often  reprobation.  It 
was  the  most  successful  and  wicked  featiu^  of  Mr.  Ktt^s 
(system  to  hold  out  the  real  Whigs,  who  continued  to  op* 
pose  his  measures  upon  principle,  as  factious  d&turbers 
of  the  constitution,  with  a  view  to  introduce  the  new 
foigled  principles  of  re\'olutionary  doctrines.  Such 
was  the  general  panic,  such  the  real  or  assumed  execra* 
tion  of  every  thing,  that  bad  a  tendency  to  democracy, 
that  comparatively  few  of  the  higher  orders,  dared  avow 
those  principles,  which  two  years  before  thejr  boasted 
of  professing.  Mr.  Burke,  by  his  book  on  the  French 
revolution  *  worked  a  stupendous  change  in  the  public 


The  political  change  of  the  public  miod  about  this 
evidently  productive  of  the  most  uoprecedented  system  of 
strong  and  coercive  mc^ures,  known  since  tbe  Revolution  uithio 
the  British  empire,  A  very  decided  majority  both  within  and 
without  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  favoured  that  system : 
in  Ireland  the  people  more  generally  resisted  its  introduction 
and  influence.  Mr.  Burke  had  the  merit,  if  merit  it  were,  of 
causing  the  great  dafection  from  tbe  Whig  Party:  he  and  bis 
friends,  who  went  over  to  government  on  that  occasion,  were 
the  most  forward  and  zealous  in  holding  out  the  dwindled 
phalanx  of  opposition,  as  enemies  to  their  country  and  constitu- 
tion. The  fervor  of  the  new  converts  for  proselytizing  th^r  old 
associates  was  unbounded ;  the  old  leaders  of  the  court  party  tri* 
lunphantl^  indulged  in  the  easy  decomposition  of  their  opponanfi 
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mind.  The  alteration  of  political  sentiment  in  Ireland  I79i« 
did  not  however  keep  pace  with  that  of  Great  Britain.  * 
The  defection  from  the  ranks  of  opposition  in  parlia* 
ment  WdS  comparatively  trivial.  The  general  disposi* 
don  of  the  people  to  civil  liberty  was  sharpened  by  the 
increase  of  coercion  and  intimidation.  Some  ilUminded 
and  artful  demagogues  availed  themselves  of  the  popu« 
lar  fever,  which  had  never  totally  abated  from  the  year 
1 782.  The  pernicious  doctrines  of  Mr.  Payne,  artfully 
mixed  up  with  popular  truisms,  were  circulated  at  the 
lowest  price,  distributed  gratis^  and  imbibed  with  in« 
satiable  avidity:  the  castle-gates  were  trebly  barred 
against  concession  and  indulgence ;  and  every  effort 
to  attain  them  at  a  time  so  critically  awful,  was  pro- 
nounced hostile,  and  a  future  bar,  even  to  seasonable 
application.  The  spiritual  guardians  of  the  great  body 
of  the  Irish  people,  circulated  pastoral  instructions 
through  their  dioceses^  to  dehort  their  congregations 
from  imbibing  the  pernicious  doctrines  so  sedulously 
attempted  to  be  spread  amongst  them,  and  to  enforce 
subordination,  peace,  and  loyalty  in  their  (:onduct. 

On  the  11th  February,  1791,  a  meeting  was  con-  Ctrhoiic 


both  concurred  in  stamping  the  few«  who  steadily  retained 
principles^  with  all  the  odiom^  contempt,  and  malevolence^  that  in* 
genuity  could  fix  to  the  new  termf>  Jacobins  and  Democrats^ 
Thenceforth  a  new  and  sable  tinge  was  thrown  upon  every  attempt 
in  parliament  to  urge  any  popular  measure,  that  would  lately  have 
been  considered  patriotic  and  constitutional.  It  is  not  a  littla  re* 
nwrkahle,  that  the  first  time  Mr.  Burke  publicly  avowed  his  new 
creodf  and  seceded  firom  the  opposition,  was  on  Mr.  flood's  mOi» 
tion  in  the  British  house  of  commons  for  enquiring  into  the  sjtitii 
pf  the  popular  representation  in  parliameut. 
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^7BJ»  vened  at  Dublin  of  the  general  committee  of  the  Ca-  , 
tholics  of  Ireland,  at  which  the  different  resolutions 
and  instructions  from  various  parts  of  the  kingdom 
were  read.  They  came  to  the  unanimous  r^solu-* 
tion  of  applying  for  such  relief,  as  the  wisdom  and 
justice  of  parliament  might  grant)  and  they  hoped 
tp  be  restored,  at  least,  to  some  of  the  rights  and  pri* 
vilegeSf  which  had  been  wisely  granted  to  others^  who 
dissented  from  the  established  church  i  that  they  might 

,  be  thus  enabled  to  promote,  in  conjunction  with  the 

rest  of  their  fellow-subjects,  the  present  and  future 
happiness  and  strength  of  their  country.  It  was  im- 
possible, that  the  disposition  to  civil  liberty,  which 
from  the  first  institution  of  the  volunteers  had  per^* 
vaded  Ireland,  should  have  remained  inactive  upon 
the  great  mass  of  the  community,  who  were  cathc^ics. 
So  little  prominent  however  were  they  as  a  body,  in 
bringing  forward  their  own  claims,  that  it  had  been 
frequently  questioned  at  public  meetings  in  then  orth, 
whether  on  that  account  they  were  sincere  in  the  cause 
of  liberty. 
Biifi«oi\of       The  anti-gallic  influenza,  which  in  Great  Britain 

the  catholic  i  ,  .  .  .  * 

^/.  had  produced  such  convulsive  effects  upon  political, 
social,  and  domestic  order,  planted  discord  in  jthecatluv 
.He  body  in  Ireland.  About  threescore  of  the  principal 
country  gentlemen,  in  conjunction  with  the  Earl  of 
Fingal,  Lord  Kenmare,  and  some  of  the  dignified  and 
other  clergy,  had  that  year  seceded  from  the  com« 
mittee,  under  an  apprehension  of  it's  bang  too 
closely  connected  with  the  patriots  of  the  North,  and 
Slot  wholly  unfriendly  to  the  principles  of  the  Frenclx 
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t^olutioli.  Hcace  the  catholic  body  was  divided  into  U9i. 
an  aristocratic  and  si  democratic  party.  Such  at  least 
vr^  it  represented  to  the  public.  The  division  was 
maintained  with  considerable  acrimony.  The  Hod» 
Simdn  Butleri  Theobald  Wolfe  Tone^  and  Todd  Jcmes^ 
xealcms  friends  of  freedom,  proffered  their  services  to 
the  catholic  committee^  and  published  in  their  own 
names,  some  very  able  and  strong  arguments  for  the 
repeal  of  all  restrictive  laws  against  the  catholics* 
These  publications  contained  language  more  bold  and 
decisive  than  had  hitherto  ever  been  adopted  in  urging 
the  tlaim^  of  that  body*  Some  also  of  their  own  body 
foUoWed  the  example  of  these  protestant  gentlemen5 
aiid  pubMy  spoke  a  language,  which  had  before  never 
come  from  the  mouth  or  pen  of  any  one  of  that  persua- 
sion in  Ireland*  Nothing  could  be  more  offensive  to 
government  than  this  connexion  between  the  Catholics 
and  the  Dissenters*  The  first  petition  prepared  by  the 
committee  never  was  presented  to  parliament.  They 
entered  also  into  some  resolutions,  which  reflected  not 
tenderly  upon  the  seceders  *4 

In  the  month  of  June,  ITdi^  a  paper  was  circulated  trniwd 
in  Dublin,  containing  the  design  of  an  association  to  of  Belfast 
be  called  the  Society  of  United  Irishmen  at  Belfast :  rui. 
a  plan  of  the  society  was  published  in  the  Northern 
Star,  in  October  following.     In  the  same  month  the 
Roniati  Catholics  published  a  declaration  of  their 

tenets  afid  Claxms,  in  order  to  remove  prejudices^  and 

■* 

*  This  petition  and  the  resolutions  are  to  be  seen  la  tbt  Hit* 
torical  Review,  vol.  II.   p.  324,  Sec. 

VOL.  11.  X 
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^79t;  q>iiit  op  tlie  exerdmis  of  thdr  friends  in  their  cause*. 
\sx  the  ensuing  mcmth  of  November,  a  similar  society 
of  United  Irishmen  was  established  at  Dublin :  their 
declaration  was  the  same  as  that  of  Bel^t :  but  a  test 
was  annexed  to  itf.  To  this  society  Mr.  James 
Napper  Tandy  was  secretary,  and  Mr.  Simon  Butler^ 
chairman.  It  was  now  the  fixed,  periiaps  improvident 
system  of  the  castle  to  involve  all  societies,  dubs,  and 
associations,  in  one  common  anathema  of  faction  and 
secStion. 
>2«ij|iity  Every  attention  to  popular  character  was  an  (^ence 
raged  at  the  gf  i^q  mean  standard  at  the  castle.  When  Lord 
Charlemont  saHed  for  England,  the  Whig  Club,  and 
id!  the  volunteer  corps  in  Dublin  attended  him  under 
arms  to  the  water-side,  and  paid  him  the  like  honours 
on  h»  return.  In  the  course  of  the  summer  this 
nobleman  found  himself  under  the  necessity  of  resign- 
ing the  government  of  the  county  of  Armagh.  A  con- 
fidential hoiior^  which  his  ancestors  had  uninterrupt- 
edly enjoyed  from  the  days  of  Elizabeth.  He  consi- 
dered the  joint  appointment  of  another  nobleman  with 
himself  in  that  government,  as  an  oSence  and  insult.  His 

•  This  declaration  was  made  on  the  21st  of  October,  l^gi, 
and  may  be  seen  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Historical  Renew, 
No.  LXXXIV. 

f  It  is  requisite  to  shew>  that  these  first  societies  of  United 
Irishmen  differed  from  those  that  afterwards  entered  into  the  re- 
bellion. Here  nothing  was  secret,  nothing  ambiguous,  nothing 
inconsistent  with  the  duty  of  a  l(^al  subject.  Their  test  and  con« 
stitution  are  to  be  seen  ta  the  Appendix  to  the  Historic^  Iteiiewj 
No.  LXXXV. 
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lordship's  predilectioos  for  the  dissenters  were  particu*  ,  \7&^* 
larly  obnoxious  to  goverament :  for  the  efforts  of  the 
jiorthem  dissenters  in  the  cause  of  libertF  were  inf 
£iutely  more  dreaded  by  government,  than  the  claims 
pi  catholic  emancipation.  The  anniversary  coolb* 
tnemoration  of  the  French  revoludon  was  celebraledl 
on  the  1 4th  of  July,  by  the  inhabitants  and  neighbours 
hood  of  Belfast.  All  the  armed  corps  of  volunteerp 
attended.  These  public  acts  of  the  protestants  in  the 
north  gave  heinous  offence  to  government,  and  Messrs. 
Tone,  Simon  Butler,  and  Todd  Jones^  were  the  avowed 
iriouls  and  advocates  of  the  catholic  committee.  Some 
oi  the  catholic  gentlemen  of  landed  property^  who  difi^ 
a|ipraved  of  these  societies^  seceded  fortnally  from  the 
catholic  committee ;  and  on  the  27th  of  Decembei^^ 
.179],  presented  to  the  lord-lieutenant  a  petition  or  ad- 
dress^ which  went  no  farther  than  a  general  expresdon 
of  submissiveness  and  respect  to  government^  throwing 
themselves  and  their  body  upon  their  humanity  and 
wisdom  *•  Three  days  after,  the  United  Irishmen  of 
Dublin  published  a  circular  letter,  containing  a  decla- 
ration of  their  political  sentiments,  and  their  testf, 
and  animadverting  severely  upon  the  64  addressers. 

The  year  1792  opened  scenes  peculiarly  important  ^^' 
to  Ireland.    The  whole  cathohc  body  on  different  ^^^^  of 

'  catholic  !•« 

lief. 

*  A  copy  of  tbe  addrett^  with  tli6  namei  of  those  who 
subscribed  it,  is  Xo  be  seen  in  the  Appendix  to  Historical  Revieir^ 
Iii^  UCXXVI.  It  highly  displosed  the  opposite  party,  and  aai^ 
aoveir^  things  were  said  upon  the  64  addressers.  It  was  called  Cfa(i 
ptaofnofynary  address. 

'f  For  this  dedaraiion^  tide  Appendix,  No.  IXXXVlt. 
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3^-     scfuple  those  differences,  by  which  the  religious  tenets 
of  the  establi^d  church  and  the  Dissenters  varied 
from  their  own }  nor  did  they  open  old  accounts  to 
discover^  whether  the  asperity  of  puritanical  rigor 
bad  been  softened  by  the  assumpticm  pf  Protestant 
ascendancy.    Whoever,  upon  the  broad  basis  of  con- 
stitutional freedom  avowed  the  principle    of  th^ir 
f  ipancip^ition  was  naturally  received  with  cordiality* 
Although  the  catholics  were  not  generally  admitted 
i|ito  the  different  societies  lately  instituted  for  pro^ 
moting  the  popular  objects  of  civil  freedom  and  re« 
form,  yet  it  was  morally  imposdble,  that  many  cft- 
tholit  individuals  should  not  have  sympathised  with 
their  protesiant  brethren  in  forwarding  them.  Nothbg 
however  had  been  attempted  by  them  as  a  bbdy  x^ 
wards  their  attainment*    Their  e:fi:erti(ms  were  eitelu<« 
sively  confined  to  the  relaxation  of  the  penal  code. 
Parliament      On  the  19th  of  January,   1792,  the  parliament 
1^  opened  in  the  usual  manner.    Mr.  Orattan  6b* 
jected  to  that  p?^'!  of  the  address,  which  wefit  to 
thank  his  Majesty,    for  continuing  in  the  govern- 
ment of  that  country  a  lord- lieutenant,  whose  mea- 
sures  he   had   found    it   necessary   to    resist,   and 
who  had  uniformly  opposed  every  measure  urged  for 
the  good  of  their  country.     Ten  .years,  said  he,  had 
elapsed  ancp  they  had  recovered  their  constitution^ 
and  three  since  they  had  lost  it.     Their  present  mini- 
sters had  made  two  attempts  on  their  liberties;  the 
first  had  failed,  the  second  had  succeeded.     They 
could  remember  the  propositions  :  the  people  of  Ire- 
Jand  would  not  consent  to  be  governed  by  the  British 
parliament  \  an  expedient  was  devised ;  let  the  Irish 


meets. 
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parliament  govern  the  people  of  Ireland,  and  Britain  Vf9^ 
govern  the  Irish  parliament.  This  measure  was  de* 
ieated  hj  the  influence  principally  of  that  part  of  the 
ariatocracy^  who  refused  to  go  through  the  bill,  and 
who  had  been  dkmissed.  They,  who  made  the  at- 
tempt had  been  advanced  and  rewarded.  The  path 
of  public  treachery  in  a  principal  country  leads  to  the 
block ;  but  in  a  nation,  governed  like  a  province,  ta 
the  helm.  The  second  attempt  was  their  modelling 
of  the  parliament  in  1789,  by  the  expenditure  of  the 
interest  of  half  a  million  to  buy  the  house  of  com* 
mpns ;  the  sale  of  the  peerage,  and  .the  purchase  of 
seats  in  the  commons ;  the  formation  of  a  stook-purso 
by  the  mii&ter  to  monopolize  boroughs,  and  buy  up 
representations.  That  new  practice,  wherdiy  the 
minister  of  the  crown  became  the  common  borough* 
broker  of  the  kingdom,  constituted  an  offence  so  mul« 
ritudinous,  and  ia  all  its  parts  so  criminal,  as  to  call 
for  radical  refonnation,  and  exemplary  punishment ; 
whether  the  persons  concerned  ^ere  Lord  Bock* 
Ingham  at  his  secretary,  or  tfaos^  who  became  the 
objects  of  his  promotion,  because  they  had  been  the 
ministers  of  his  vices.  It  was  a  conspiracy  against  the 
fundamental  laws  of  the  land,  and  sought  to  establish^ 
an4  had  established,  in  the  place  of  a  limited  mo* 
narchy,  a  pomipt  despotism.  The  chanoeUor  of  the 
Exchequer  answered,  that  the  right  honorable  geiu 
tleman  had  mer^y  recapitulated  the  old  invectives  pf 
inany  sessions ;  they  had  been  {dready  refutcdt  and  if 
they  were  brought  forward  in  the  comte  of  that  MB* 
iibn,  they  wpukl  b«  fefoted  9fpi/\. 
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-w         On  the  25th  of  January,  1 792,  Sir  H.  Langrish^ 
i^grithc    rose^  according  to  notice,  to  bring  lOFward  some  re* 

•novet  the  -  , 

pttboiicbiii.solatlons  in  favour  of  the  qathohcs.     He  prefaced 
his   motion   by   a   warm :  and   able,   though   very 
guarded  speech,    ^e  went  .through  all  the  conces* 
dlon$  made  to  them  by  the  legislature.     He  cour 
fessed  his  ardour  had  been  checked  by  the  genera} 
eirculation  of  wild  principles  of  democnicy,  with  whici) 
$ome  attempts  had  been  made  to  connect  the  cause  of 
the  catholics.     He  had  thep,  however,  the  hs^piness 
to  assert  from  authority,  what  he  had  long  leame4 
from  experience :  that  not  a  sentiment  of  that  ten- 
dency was  entertained  by  the  catholic  bodyj  none 
such  belonged  to  them ;  they  renounced  them }  they 
utterly  disclaimed  them.    There  v^as  not  a  clas^  of  hi^ 
Majesty's  subjects  more  attached  than  they  were  to  the 
monarchy  and  hereditary  succession^  more  obedient  to 
the  laws,  or  more  devoted  to  the  king  4n4  constitu^^ 
tioB,  as  by  Ifiw  established.     It  was  under  such  con- 
viction, that  he  addressed  them  with  conHdence  for  a 
fiirth^  repeal  of  the  laws  affecting  the  Roman  Catho* 
lies,  to  that  extent,  which  their  wisdom  and  Ubierality 
should  lead  them  to  think  expedient.    What  that  exr 
tent  should  be,  approved  to  him  the  only  question,  that 
could  divide  the  opinion  of  parliament  on  the  subject. 
1st.  He  would  give  them,  the  practice  and  profes* 
sion  of  the  law,  as  a  reasonable  provision,  and  applit 
cation  of  their  talents  to  their  own  country, 

fidly.  He  would  restore  to  them  education,  entire 
and  unrestrained ;  because  a  state  of  ignorance  was  a 
state  of  barbarity.    That  would  be  accomplished  by 
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taking  off  the  n^essity  for  a  licaise,  as  enjoined  by     i,79?* 
the  act  of  1782.  ^"nr^. 

Sdly.  He  would  draw  closer  the  bonds  of  inter- 
course and  affection,  by  allowing  intermarriage,  ret 
pealing  that  cruel  statute,  which  served  to  betray  female 
credulity,  and  bastardize  the  children  of  a  virtuous 
mother* 

4thly.  He  would  remove  those  obstrucdons  to  arts 
and  manp&ctures,  that  limited  the  number  of  appren* 
trees,  which  were  so  necessary  to  assist  and  promote 
trade*  ^e  then  moved,  '^  That  leave  be  given  to 
bfing  in  a  bill  for  removing  certain  restraints  and  dis- 
abilities, under  which  his  Majesty's  Roman  Catholic 
subjects  labour  from  statutes  at  present  in  force.*^ 
Mr.  Hobart  seconded  the  motion,  without  making  any 
observation.  Leave  was  giv^n  to  bring  in  the  bill^ 
and  a  committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  s^ipe,  withr 
put  ^  dissenting  voice. 

No  SQOoer  bad  thSs  leave  been  given,  than  Mr*  Mr.o'Hm 
O'Hara  after  hairing  expressed  his  hearty  concur*  petitkm 
jrence  in  what  had  been  done,  suggested,  that  in  order  coQimitcce. 
to  have  jthe  subject  fully  before  the  house,  it  was 
desiriable,  jthat  they  should  know  exactly  the  par«> 
ticulars,  in  whi|:h  the  Roman  Catholics  desired  relief ; 
and  they  ipight  eaaly  draw  the  line  by  th^  new  act  of 
parliament  so  strongly,  as  to  preclude  any  expectation 
pf  change,  at  least,  fgr  many  years  to  come.     Those 
considerations  (be  said)  had  induced  him  to  listen  to 
the  desire  pf  a  very  particular  friend  of  his,  to  )ay  a 
petition  containing  such  a  statement  before  the  house. 
A  friend,  who  was  not  of  the  Roman  Catholic  persna- 
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]^^^  sIoHj  but  one^  to  whom  he  would  not  willingly  refuse 
any  thuig  he  could  ask,  had  desired  him,  as  a  personal 
feivour,  to  present  it.  Though  he  did  not  know  the 
petitioners,  he  knew  the  integrity  of  his  friend,  who 
told  him  they  were  altogether  worth  upwards  of  a 
million,  which  he  mentioned  to  shew,  that  they  were 
cdhsiderable  individuals,  whose  sentiments  might  be 
supposed  to  coincide  with  the  greater  part  at  least  of 
the  Roman  Catholics.  However,  though  be  presented 
the  petition,  he  requested  not  to  be  considered  as  its 
particular  patron;  for  he  had  agreed  to  present  it 
upon  the  terms  only  of  reserving  to  himself  the  fiiU 
liberty  of  discussing  every  part  of  it,  and  condemning 
or  appro^g,  as  he  might  think  proper.  Under  these 
^hxumstances,  he  ventured  to  offer  the  petition  to  tl^e 
liouse ;  and  the  rather,  because  to  petition  parliament 
was  a  matter  of  right  in  the  subject ;  and  a  member 
could  hardly  refuse  to  present  a  petition,  if  required  by 
no  improper  description  of  men ;  but  more  particu* 
larly,  because  the  petition  brought  information  before 
the  house,  which  might  be  useful  in  framing  the  l»ll^ 
The  petitioners,  after  stating  the  particulars,  hi 
which  they  hoped  for  relief,  promised  to  acquiesce 
in  whatever  relief  parliament  might  think  prqper  to 
^ve  them*.    The  solicitor-general  said^  the  petidoti) 

*  Whilst  Mr.  Sheridan  was  observing^  that  it  was  a  veiy  odd 
way  of  introducing  a  petition,  to  state  that  it  came  npt  from  any 
|>articular  bodj  of  men>  but  firom  an  intimate  acquaintappe,  Mr. 
B.  Burke,  the  gentleman  alloded  to  1^  Mr.  O'Hanu  having  tn» 
cautiously  ventured  into  the  body  of  the  lipuse  behind  tbe  iypea|(er*4 
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in  it8  present  state  of  abandonment,  could  be  no  }^^ 
object  of  notice:  he  therefore  moved  the  question 
of  adjournment.  Mr.  D.  Brown  was  for  receivmg 
the  petition.  However,  Mr.  O^Hara  withdrew  it  for 
the  present,  becaujse  he  could  not  say  he  had  seen 
the  petitioners  sign  it :  he  should  present  it  another 
day*. 

The  catholic  committee  anxious  to  act  in  full  con«  catfioiic 
cere  with  Sir  Hercules  Langrishe,  as  he  was  well 
Hnown  t6  do  nothing  without  the  privity  and  appro- 
bation of  government,  entered  Into  somef  unanimous 
resolutions  calculated  to  counteract  the  effects  of  the 
inisrepresentations  and  calumnies  of  their  enemies. 
On  the  same  day^  Sir  Hercules  Langrishe|  intro- 
duced his  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Roman  Catholics : 
it  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  Four  days 
after,  Mr.  John  O'Neil  presented  a  petition  from  Bel- 
last  signed  by  more  than   six  hundred  persons  of 

cbair^  to  gpedk  with  Mr.O*Hara^  (here  arose  a  general  cry  of 
««  into  cuttody  !**    He  instantly  withdrew, 

*  Mr.  Orattan^  feding  that  this  treatment  of  a  petition  signed 
by  so  considerable  a  portion  of  the  community^  was  rather  insult- 
ing«  dosed  a  very  impvessive  speech  in  the  fdlowing  words: 
What  you  give  to  the  Roman  Catholics^  give  it  liberally :  what 
you  refuse^  refuse  decently :  whatever  you  do,  do  it  with  discre- 
tion :  whatever  you  say^  let  it  be  the  language  of  decency  and 
good  manners. 

f  These  resolutions  may  fc|e  seen  in  vol.  11.  of  Historical  Review, 
p.  3d8« 

t  12  M.  Debates,  p.  58. 
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*  W*  respectability ;  praying  that  the  legislature  would  re^ 
peal  all  penal  and  restrictive  laws  against  catholics^ 
atnd  put  them  on  the  same  footing  with  their  protest- 
ant  fellow-subjects.  On  the  1 1th  of  February,  bdme 
the  catholic  bill  committed  for  that  day,  was  called 
on,  Mr,  Stewart  made  a  motion,  which  was  secKinded 
by  Mr.  George  Ponsonby,  beseeching  bis  Majesty 
to  take  into  his  consideration  the  situation  of  the 
presbyterian  piiqisters  of  the  province  of  Ulster,  and 
to  make,  such  further  provision  for  themj  as  in  his 
wisdom  and  bounty  be  should  think  fit{  and  that 
the  house  would  make  good  the  same.  Sir  Edward 
Newenham  imd  others  bore  testimony  to  the  loyalty 
and  inrtues  of  the  protestant  dissenters.  As  par^ 
Uament  was  about  granting  favors  to  the  catho-^ 
l}cs,  they  could  not  refuse  justice  to  th^  pre^yte^ 
rians. 
Petition  of       The  great  body  of  the  catholics  was  little  satis- 

tbc  catholic  ,  "^  , 

committee,  fied  with  the  concessions  contained  in  the  bill  of 

md  progress 

©f  i|ic  bill.  Sir  Hercules  Langrishe,  They  were  convinced,  that 
this  bill  had  been  substituted  for  another,  of  mare 
extensive  concession,  which  had  been  intended  and 
would  have  been  obtained,  but  for  the  arts  of 
some  designing,  and  the  credulity  of  some  honest 
men*  Whilst  the  bill  was  in  progress,  the  catholic 
committee  prepared  a  petition,  calculated  to  meet 
the  objections  raised  against  their  proceeding.  It 
w^  signed  by  fifty  of  the  most  respectable  catho- 
lic commercial  characters  in  Dublin,  on  behalf  of 
themselves  and  their  brethren  throughoiit  the  kii^- 


jidminUiratidn  of  tlie  Earl  of  ff^eslmoreland.  9\^ 

4iom*4  It  vas  presented  by  Mr.  Egan,  ahd  tlras  or-  ^l^ 
dered  to  lie  on  the  table.  When  the  catholic  bill 
was  debated,  all  cautiously  confined  their  ideas  of 
indulgence  to  the  points  of  the  bill :  and  many 
took  that  opportunity  of  pledging  themselves  never 
to  grant  the  elective  franchise  as  a  concession  in* 

*  12  F^l.  Deb.  p.  125. 

''  To  the  Right  Hon.  the  Knights*  Citizens*  and  Baigesses,  in 

Barliamcnt  assembled. 

''  The  Petition  of  the  ondcrstgDcd  Roman  Catiiolict*  cii  bclialf  of 
themselves  and  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland* 
*'  Humbly  snEWBrn, 
**  That  as  the  house  has  thought  it  expedient  to  direct  their 
attention  to  ibt  situation  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland,  aiuci 
to  a  further  relasuition  of  the  penal  statutes  siill  subsisting  against 
them^  they  beg  leave*  with  all  humility*  to  come  before  tlie  iiouse 
with  the  ibost  heartfelt  assutaticc  of  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  par- 
liament* which  is  at  all  times  desirous  most  graciously  to  attend 
to  the  petitions  of  the  people ;  they  therefore  humbly  presume  to 
aubmtt  to  tlie  house  their  entreaty*  that  they  should  take  into 
their  consideration  whether  the  removal  of  some  of  tlie  civil  in- 
capacities^  under  which  they  labour*  and  the  restorntion  of  tL^ 
Ipetitioners  to  some  share  in  the  elective  franchise,  whicli  they 
tetijoyed  long  after  the  revolution,  will  not  tend  to  strengthen  the 
protestant  state*  add  new  vigour  to  industry*  and  aflTord  pro« 
tection  and  happineu  to  the  catholics  of  Ireland  3  that  the  peti- 
tioners refer  with  confidence  to  their  conduct  for  a  century  pa«t* 
to  prove  their  uniform  loyalty  and  submission  to  the  laws*  and  lo 
Corroborate  their  solemn  declaration*  thnt  if  they  obtain  from  tha 
Jnstjceand  benignity  of  parliament,  such  relaxation  from  ceitain 
incapaeifies*  and  a  participation  in  that  franchise*  which  will  ram 
them  to  the  rank  of  freemen*  their  gratitude  must  be  proportioned 
to  the  benefit*  and  that  en/oying  some  share  in  the  happy  cooBii* 
tution  of  Ireland*  they  will  exert  themselves  with  additional  aeal 
In  itt  conserration." 
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ifV^  compatible  with  the  protestant  ascendancf.  Mr. 
Grattan,  though  instructed  to  oppose  the  bill  by 
his  constituents,  the  corporation  of  Dublin,  would  not 
sacrifice  the  rights  and  interests  of  three  millions  to 
the  caprice  or  prejudice  of  some  individuals.  The 
house  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  on  the  hill  after 
midnight,  and  Mr.  Secretary  Hobart,  not  wishing  to 
precipitate  matters  suggested,  that  the  chairman  should 
jreport  progress,  and  leave  was  given  to  sit  again  on  the 
20th  of  February.  On  that  day  Mr.  David  La  Touche 
moved,  that  the  petition  of  the  catholic  committee 
should  be  rejected,  and  after  a  violent  debate  it  w^ts  re- 
jected by  208  against  23*  The  petition  from  Bel&st  was 
rejected  by  a  larger  majority.  The  bill  passed  without 
/further  opposition.  The  state  of  parties  in  the  house 
of  commons  was  much  the  same,  as  it  had  been  in 
the  two  preceding  sessions.  Mr.  Geoige  Ponsonby, 
after  a  warm  debate  on  the  East  India  bill,  renewed 
his  profession,  that  he  never  would  vote  with  any  ad- 
ministration, until  that  and  the  other  measures,  to 
which  he  and  the  other  gentlemen,  with  whom  he 
acted  were  pledged,  should  have  been  obtained.  The 
other  patriotic  bills  were  again  brought  forward  and 
again  rejected*.  An  interesting  and  heated  debate 
•arose  out  of  Mr.  Browne's  motion  to  repeal  an  act 
of  the  last  session  for  appointing  a  weigh-master  for 
the  city  of  Corkf.  After  prefacing  his  motion  by 
animadverting  on  the  conduct  of  adminisoradon  in 

*  15  Com«  Journ.  p.  87« 
t  12  Pari.  Deb.  p.  27a 
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pursuing  that  dangerous  and  unconstitutional  system,  i7£^ 
which  they  had  laid  down  and  strictly  adhered  to,  of 
creating  influence,  he  severely  rq>robated  the  appcunt* 
ment  made  by  government  to  the  office  of  weigh-mas* 
ter  of  Cork,  which  had  been  divided  into  three  parts, 
and  bestowed  on  members  of  parliament,  for  the  por* 
pose  of  creating  parliamentary  influence.  The  office 
had  been  violently  taken  from  the  corporation  of  Cork* 
The  minister  opposed  the  motion,  on  the  ground  of  its 
being  an  insult  on  the  crown.  Colonel  Hutchinson* 
said,  he  never  should  cease  to  claim  the  common  law« 
right  of  the  corporation  of  Cork,  whilst  he  had  a  seat 
within  those  walls.  The  corruptions  of  ministers  were 
not  to  divest  private  rights.  And  Mr.  George  Pon- 
sonby  observed,  that  before  this  grant,  administration 
had  already  one  hundred  and  ten  placemen  and  pen- 
sioners, and  that  was  sufficient  to  carry  any  measure 
they  might  want,  without  creating  such  addidonal  in* 
fluence.  Never  was  this  gentleman  more  animated 
against  the  system  of  government  then  prevailing^  than 
GO,  this  occa^on.  He  laid  open  to  the  house  the 
whole  train  of  negodations  for  f  proselytizing  for  the 
Marquis  of  Buckingham's  administration. 

*  Now  Lord  Hntcbintoo. 

f  He  was  one  of  the  persons  dismissed  from  office  at  that 
time;  yet  he  received  a  message  from  Lord  Backingham,  through 
th6  attorncjr-getieral  (afterwards  Earl  Clare),  *'  that  if  he  would 
eoQMOt  to  iopport  his  administration,  he  should  not  only  hold 
iojr  office,  hat  receive  any  ftvour  govemaoeot  had  it  in  their 
power  to  beftow."  His  answer  was,  '*  that  he  was  read/  at  all 
tiaei  to  aenre  the  Uqg'a  government,  bat  his  own  consistency 
never  wouI4  permit  him  to  support  a  lord-lieutenant,  oa  whose 
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1^92.  When  the  money  bills  were  earned  up  to  the  lords} 
i>ariiftment  the  Speaker  slddressed  the  lord-lieutenant,  in  an  adii- 
f44M^aed.  jjjjQj^  Speech,  strongly  inculcating  the  necessity  of 
keeping  up  the  pirotestant  ascendancy,  and  with  it  the 
continuance  of  the  many  blesdngs  the  kingdom  then 
enjoyed.  After  an  adjournment  for  about  one  month 
the  parliament  was  prorogued  on  the  ISth  of  April; 
when  his  excellency  assured  both  houses  of  parliament^ 
''  that  he  had  his  Majesty's  commands  to  express  his 
approbation  of  the  wisdom,  that  had  guided  their  pro- 
ceedings during  the  present  session^  especially  in  the 
liberal  indulgences  they  had  afforded  to  their  Roman 
Catholic  brethren/'  It  thus  appeared  how  much  more 
liberally  the  British  cabinet  w^  disposed  to  the  catho^ 
lies,  than  the  Irish  goYcmment,  whose  sentiments  Mr. 
Foster  spoke.  Several  members  complained  of  the 
influence  of  the  British  cabinet  over  the  delibersitions 
of  the  Irish  senate.  Such  of  the  protestants,  as 
wished  the  Irish  to  become  2t  people,  and  to  enjoy  the 
freedom  of  the  British  constitution,  scouted  the  cry 
of  Protestant  ascendancy^  adoptihg  the  axiom  of  Mr. 
Grattan,  that  the  Irish  protestant  would  never  befree^ 

m 

until  the  Irish  catholic  should  cease  to  be  a  slave.  The 
*  catholic  committee  now  felt  the  happy  effects  of  se- 
curing, through  their  agent,  the  countenance  and  sup- 

conduct  he  had  vdted  a  parltanientary  censure.  If  other  gentle- 
men thongtit  the  interests  of  the  coanir/  were  better  supported 
by  meanly  ftwning  on  a  lord-lieatenant,  than  by  a  manly  dis- 
cbarge of  duty,  let  them  pursue  that  mode.  He  never  would." — 
For  more  of  ilds  curious  transaction,  see  Historical  Review,  roh 
IL  p.  367. 
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pbrt  of  Mr.  Burke,  whose  influence  upon'  the  British     ^793-' 
cabinet  kept  pace  with  his  opposition  to  the  French 
revolution. 

Previous  to  any  further  application  to  the  legisla-  Catholic 
ture  the  committee  resolved  to  give  to -their  country  ""^^^^ 
ttie  utmost  satisfaction  upon  all  topics  of  their  faith, 
connected,  however  remotely,  with  the  principles  of 
gpod  order  and  government.  For  this  purpose  they 
published  a  declaration*  of  their  tenets,  which  was 
signed  generally  by  the  catholics  of  all  descriptions 
through  the  kingdom,,  clergy  and  laity.  It  re* 
c^ved  the  warm  approbation  pf  their  supporters, 
and  imposed  silence  on  many  of  iheir  o^cMicnts.  Hav* 
ifig  thus  endeavoured  to  clear  the  way  by  the  removal 
of  prejudice,  they  felt  it  incumbent  upon  them^  in 
order  to  induce  the  two  houses  of  parliament  to  afford 
relief  to  four  millions  of  loyal  and  peaceable  subjecjt^ 
to  satisfy  them  of  the  unequivocal  sen^e  of  all  the  ca- 
tholics of  Ireland,  which  could  only  ):>e  fakly  collected 
and  fully  expressed  by  delegation!^  the  committee 
therefore  devised  and  circulated  a  plan,  to  ascertain 
by  these  means  the  sentiments  of  every  individual  of 
their  body  in  Ireland. 

.  Immediately  on  the  appearance  pf  this  plan,  a  ge-  Alarm 
neral  outcry  was  raised  against  it.     Sedition,  tumult,  ^tndjuiies. 
conspiracy,  and  treason  were  echoed  from  county  to 
county,  from  grand  jury  to  grand  jury.     Some  legis- 

•  *  This  declaration  is  to  be  seen  in  the  Appendix  to  Hi»toricaL 
BcTicw,  No.  LXXXVIII. 

*  f  This  plan  of  delegation  is  alto  to  be  leen  in  the  same  Ap« 
pendix,  No.l«XXXIX. 

VOL.  II.  y 
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^1^  Ittort  high  dl  the  eobfi^mee  of  ihiir  tdrereigm,  ainl 
airm^  with  thi  k^uetice  of  stttioa  tod  ofice,  presided 
at  those  meetings,  and  were  indec^tly  forward  in  ar* 
fating  measured,  ujpon  the  merita  of  which  in  aaothar 
jiiace  and  in  an6ther  fonctioft  they  wef e  finally  to  de* 
lerttdnei  The  euggeraled  and  idamiing  language  of 
tfiosi  of  the  grand  juries  isifmrted^  that  the  csilholictf 
6f  &ielatid  wtt-e  on  the  eve  of  a  gemtii  mmsreetioa^ 
ftady  t6  hurl  the  Kkig  from  hia  throtte,  and  tear  the 
whole  frame  dt  the  comdtniioti  to  iJeisea*  They  vfed 
tKrtdi  eech  other,  which  ahoald  most  aclimtsiiioiiiBiy  rCM 
protxite  die  inflianrHatoory  imd  da^gd^foaa  pubKcadOft. 
Some  c^  the  g^^and  juries  ^Mm  ^e  length  cf  &hdf 
asBseirdiig,  that  ^*  the  htt  waiEiofi  of  parUftnHait  left  the 
Hbmtti  caAotics  in  no  ii4te  ditfetent  from  their  pro« 
ttetattt  feltow-irabfectb,  »rre  only  ia  the  teerdse  <># 
polhii:^  poUt^/*  Solkie  Of  the  gtand  juries  ihifig^ 
nantly  rejected  the  proposals  ihade  to  thetn  tX  PcMh 
hitions  injurious  to  thek  catboli€  brethren.  Agents 
Were  publicly  employed  to  tainper  with  etety  gnftiA 
jury  during  the  summer  Muzes^.  Nothing  could 
tend  more  direfctly  to  foment  disunion,  Couif^er-te* 
soludonS)  answers,  and  replies^  addresses^  aftd  pUfy* 
testations,  were  circulated  in  the  public  papers  *  fmm 
^me  grand  jurymen^  and  from  many  diSeiielit  bodice 

•  The  eokildnt  of  Ae  dtAly  tolewi^apers  W«i«  611e4  Witt  dMfi% 
dtfcncts,  and  itcriminatioDSj  which  fatally  proved  the  extennTe 
infleMce  aod  unwearied  exertions  of  thiit  parc<^  pnsisstmt  Ifb^ 
land,  which  laboured  to  retain  \posfiessioi(r  of  ^t fate  pditkaltpaweiv 
whkh  it  had  for  eenturtes  enjoyed.  Specimens  arc  4o  4ie  foev 
in  the  Appendix  to  Historleal  Review,  No.  XG# 
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iU*  catholics*  Bold  and  ciey^e  publication^  appearecl  ^^9^ 
diiriog  t|ie  course  of  the  sjLunmer,  not  only  from  h^? 
dividiiils  of  the  catHolip  hodyjl  but  fropi  th(^  JFriencls  of 
iheir  ^^xxs^  ampi^gst  the  protectants;  In  order  to  bring 
lap  vj^Y  al^  tbis  p(siial4<^  and  .d23abillties^  to  whip^ 
th^  body  freniained  ^  subj^y  after  the  puny  relief 
of  the  potf  poiifs  bill  of  S^  HercUles  Langpstie^  ^j> 
Siipon  Quxlef  publi^hi^d;  by  order  of  the  l^ociety  of 
the  ^nit^  I^shmeh  st  jSielfast^  a  Pigest  of  the  Popery 
La\^3.  ^  fbniial  vindication  of"  the  ponduct  and  prin«> 
fiple^  iQf  the  Roman  Cathph'cs  of  Lreli^d  fxovi  th^ 
chfurge$  .ma4e  againk  them  by  certain  jbite  gr^4 
jwles,  and  other  interiesteci  bodies  in  that  cp^QOy^' 
was  pub'lishe;4  hy  order  of  the  ^^ooimittee^; 


f  In  Hiis  work  tbej  %im  Op  i  recapitulation  of  the  gri^vancei 
J^y  Y^ich  they  were  still  affected)  ^d  then  conclude;  *'  Such  U 
the  Bituadon  of  three  millions  of  good  and  faithful  stfbjecti  in  their 
pative  land !  Excluded  from  every  tfust^  power^  or  emolument  of 
the  state,  civil  or  nfiilitary ;  ei^cluded  ftom  all  the  benefits  of  the 
coDf titution  in  all  its  p^ ;  excluded  from  all  corporate  rights^ 
ml  .iouaunities ;  ezptile^  iroqi  gnund  juries,  restrained  in  pet|t 
jvipes;  .e^^diided  froin  ,evqiy  direction,  from  every  trtisti  frgi^ 
every  i(icor^rated  society,  from  eveiy  establishment,  occaslonsd  (^ 
fixed,  instituted  for  public  defence,  public  police,  public  morals, 
tx  public  convenience  ^  ffom  the  Bench,  from  the  Bank,  from 
the  Exchange,  from  the  University,  from  tfie  Colttfg^  of  ,Physi« 
clans,  itc.  Such  fs  the  slate,  which  thjB  corporation  of  Dublin 
hKve  thought  proper  to  assert,  d\jfers  in  no  tespecifrom  that  of 
ihejfrotestdnts,  sdye  only  in  the  exer£ise  of  political  poii/erg  and 
tij^  host  of  grand  juries  consider  as  essential  to  the  existence  qf 
the  constitution,  to  the  feriHanency  qf  the  connection  unth  Bng* 
lanit  and  the  Continuation  of  the  throne  in  his  Majesty's  Bofjdt 
House. 

Y  2 
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1792.  The  catholic  committee  became  obnoxious  to  go 
Cautious  vernment  in  proportion  to  the  sympathy  and  connec- 
the  catholic  tion,  which  It  was  supposed  existed  between  themf 
and  meet-'  and  the  Society  of  United  Irishmen  and  other  political 
(aacfl.  clubs  recently  instituted  for  promoting  civil  freedom, 
it  was  natural  for  persons  staggering  under  oppression 
cordially  to  grasp  every  hand,  that  held  out  relief*. 
After  the  severe  summer  campaign,  in  which  the  ca- 
tholics  had  to  encounter  so  much  obloquy  from  grand 
juries  and  other  meetings  of  protestauts,  which  were 
generally  considered  to  have  been  packed  and  sti* 
mulated  to  their  resolutions  by  the  chancellor,  the 
speaker  of  the  house  of  commons,  and  other  monopo* 
lizers  of  the  civil  power  of  the  state ;  they  found  it 
necessary  to  remove  fresh,  imputations  against  their 
civil  conduct  in  applying  for  redress  of  grievances. 
They  therefore  procured  and  circulated  the  opinions 
of  Mr.  Simon  Butler  and  Mr.  Burston,  both  King's 
counsel,  upon  the  legality  of  the  circular  letter  signed 
Edward  Byrne,  and  their  other  proceedings.  Upon 
the  strength  of  these  opinions,  the  catholics  proceeded 
to  choose  delegates  for  each  district  throughout  the 
kingdom :  the  elections  were  quickly  completed  with- 

*  Few  or  none  of  these  political  fodetiey  admitted  catholic 
members.  The  whig  dub  would  not  efen  permit  the  catholic 
qoestion  to  be  agitated  aosongtt  them.  Had  it  beea  tme^  as  it 
b  fashiooable  with  all  the  modem  traduccn  of  the  Irish  na- 
tion to  aaaeft,  that  there  was  at  mocb  txeisoD  in  Dublin  10  I7g%, 
as  in  the  jear  1799^  and  that  these  poSiticil  socieCief  were  the 
hot-beds  of  rebellion,  it  endemlj  fellows,  that  the  cathoUcs^  who 
were  exdcded  from  tkeoi,  were  not  the  aathon  or  fomenten  of 
tikit  rebdliooL 


^ministration  of  the  Earl  of  Westmoreland.  SSS 

iout  disturbance.     The  fin-t  meeting  of  the  delegates     ^792- 
was  in  TaylorVhall,  Back-lane*,  "Dublin,  on  the  2d 
of  December,  1792, 

Other  circumstances  occurred  in  the  course  of  this  irfth  na- 

tioiudcuird* 

year,  which  tended  to  alarm  government.  The  na* 
tional  guardj  a  new  military  body,  was  arrayed  and 
disciplined  in  Qublin.  They  wore  green  uniforms^ 
with  buttons  engraved  with  a  harp,  under  a  cap  of 
liberty,  instead  of  a  crowi^.  They  affected  to  address 
each  other  by  the  appellatioa  of  citizen,  in  imitation^ 
of  the  French,  They  were  in  high  favour  with  th(B. 
populace,  who  cordially  greeted  them  whenever  they 
appeared  on  parade.  To  prevent  a  general  insurrec- 
tion the  magistrates  patrolled  the  streets  with  bodies, 
of  horse  each  night ;  rumours  of  conspiracies  and  as- 
sassinations were  set  afloat,,  which  either  never  existed 
or  were  prevented  bj  the  tamely  interposition  of  go- 
vernment. Amongst  other  events  of  the  year  1 792, 
that  tended  .to  inflame  the  public  mind,  was  the  ex- 
ten^on  of  Defenderism.  Until  that  time  the  De^ 
fenders  had  not  been  seen  beyond  the  counties  of 
Armagh  and  Louth :  now  they,  suddenly  appeared 
in  bodies  in  the  county  of  Meath,  particularly  in 
those  parts  which  adjoin  to  Cavan.  There,  and  in 
the  adjacent  parts,  resided  numerous  tribes  of  pres- 
byterians,  called  by  the  common  people  Scots.  Be- 
tween these,  ^and  the  lower  order  of  catholics,  there 
had  prevailed  for  many  years  an  hereditary  animosity  i 
and  it  is  hard  to  say  on  which  side  ignorance  and 

*  Whence  in  derision  it  was  called  the  Back-lane  parliameol^ 
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179^.  reli^ous  prejudice  t)reponderated.  The  Defehders 
were  now  the  aggriestors :  theilr  pUn  was  to  procnire 
arms,  and  to  deprive  all  those  of  ^nns,  who  were  not 
ttijjaged  in  their  ciiise.  They  began  with  die  presby- 
teti^ns^  and  hot  ifi  the  mbst  cbiir^ebus  niannieh  The 
Scots  were  Jbihed  by  thfeir  bteihren  oiF  tavan*  iTheif 
fUry  ag^st  the  aggressors,  who  were  mostly  ditho* 
lies,  fell  indiscHknihitely  agaittst  all  of  that  {^er^aslon. 
Atroctdes  wiere  comtaitttM  on  both  sides.  iThb  ^^^pr 
0]f-]bay  fioyis  prevailed ;  ^d  they  over-ran  the  cottn- 
ttfy  ^pillaged,  plunde^ed^  and  bilmed,  without  requir« 
ing  any  mark  of  giUlt  but  religion.  Th^r  proceed* 
ings,  if  not  encouraged,  ^ere  at  least  connlVed  tt, 
VpSi  iht  Earl  oiF  Bellaknoht  Restrained  thoke  of  Cav^  i 
aAd  their  brethreft  6f  Meath,  fitidiVg  th^msf IV^  jib^- 
doiied  by  the  gre^t  stirefii'gth  oiF  their  paiiy,  becatate 
quiet.  The  catholics>  though  openly  and  severely 
pointed  at  during  these  trapsaptions,  never  complain* 
cd  of  the  outrageis  of  the  Scots,  lest  thdr  complaints 
might  ^m  to  encourage  the  unprincipled  wretches, 
^ho  had  disturbed  the  peace  of  the  country.  1%* 
Du^e  of  Leinster,  and  many  of  the  leadiftg  mdd  of 
file  opposition,  bek:kni'e  members  of  a  tiewly-insififated 
society  of  the  friends  of  the  constitution,  libeyty,  and 
peace*.    Several  of  the  catholic  tommittee  sympa- 

•  Thfc  fplrit  of  thli  attoci^tion  dp'peare  fVcm  *thefr  decSdrtrtlon, 
WUch  every  roeraber  was  obliged  to  snbBcrfbe  ;  md  wHch  passed 
iirhilst  the  Doke  of  Lein^ter  was  in  the  chair,  on  the  a^th  of 
pecember,  179^.  "  I  solemnly  promise  and  declare,  that 
I  will,  by  all  lawful  mean^,  promote  a  radical  and  effectual  reform 
in  ^e  representaGot  6f  Hit  ][>66ple  b  parllaiu'dot,  inclu^Dg  per* 
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thizing  with  thdr  patriotic  countrymen,  were  nearly    1^^ 
as  anjipious  for  carrymg  that  great  national  object,  9$ 
their  own  emanppation.    It  was  for  a  time  doubted^ 
whether  they  should  address  the  parliament  on  thf 
subject  of  reform,  as  catholics  pr  as  Irishmen. 

In  the  course  of  the  summer  a  concili^ory  coali*  Quboto 
tion  had  been  effected  between  the  committee  and  pnteMi 
most  of  the  4xty-four  addressers.     Convinced,  that  thnm^ 


\t)s  Majesty's  ministers  in  England  were  diqK>sed  to 
favor  their  pretensions^  th^  o^tholics  determined  to 
act  with  internal  union,  firmness,  Vkd  mod&zdoitu 
They  fraqied  a  petition^  to  the  King,  modestly  repre- 
senting their  grievwces.  It  was  signed  by  P^t  Troy 
and  Dr.  Moylan,  on  behalf  of  diemsdves  and  the 
other  Roman  Catholic  prelates  and  clergy  of  Ireland, 
and  by  the  several  delegates  for  the  4i9<erent  districts 
idiich  they  respectively  represented.  They  then  chose 
five  delegates  to  present  h  to  his  Ms^esty ;  namely.  Sir 
Thomas  French,  Mr.  Byrne,  Mr.  Keogh,  Mr.  peve» 
reus,  and  Mr,  Bellew.  They  weqt  by  diort  seas} 
and  in  passing  through  Bel&st  were  waited  upon  by 

fOOi  of  all  religisDs  persna^ns  |  aqd  that  I  will  nnpeaiiq^y  panua 
(hat  object^  until  it  fhfll  hlive  been  unequivocally  obtained :  andj 
seriously  apprehending  the  di^ngerons  consequenpet  of  pertain 
lereUing  tenets,  and  seditious  ptiaciplei,  whifih  hare  latdy  been 
disseminated,  |  do  further  declare,  tt^t  I  will  resist  all  atteipp^ 
to  introduce  any  new  fonn  gf  govetpment  into  this  coQntry^  or 
ii>  ;ioy  joaasiner  to  subvert  or  iippair  qur  ^oos^tntiop^  consulting  of 
king*  lords  and  coounons." 

*  This  petition  is  to  be  seqi  in  the  Appendij^  to  Historical 
Seview,  No.  XCV«  with  a  list  of  thf  namei  of  thf  clflqpitfi 
Ifho  fignefl  itt 
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^79^'  the  most  respectable  inhabitants.  On  their  departure^ 
the  populace  took  their  horses  from  their  carriage^ 
and  dragged  them  through  -the  town  amidst  the 
liveliest .  shouts  of  joy  and  wishes  for  their  success. 
On  the  2d  of  January,  1793,  the  delegiates  were  in* 
tibduced  by  Mr.  Dundas,  and  had  the  honor  of  pre- 
senting their  petition  to  his  Majesty,  who  was  pleased 
most  graciously  to  receive  it*  Without  loss  of  time 
they  returned  to  Dublin  the  welcome  heralds  of  the 
benign  countenance  of  the  father  of  his  people. 
^^^ri^^lt^*^  Since*  Ireland  had  gained  a  constituticm,  no  year  was 
o^*^ihr°  "^  3o  pregfiant  with  great  events  to  that  kingdom  a&  the 
«ion  of  year  li93.  ITie  parliament  met  on  the  lOthv  of  Ja- 
niiar)[,  jgfei  when  the  lord-lieutenant,  after  lamenting 
the  spirit  of  discontent,  that  had  manifested  itself  in 
different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  having  stated  the 
ambitious  and  aggressive  views  of  France,  assured  the 
parliament,  that  he  had  it  in  particular  commai^d  from 
his  Majesty,  to  recommend  it  lo  thein  to  apply  them- 
selves to  the  consideration  of  such  measures  8us  migh^ 
be  most  likely  to  strengthen  and  cement  a  general 
union  of  sentiment  among  all  classes  and  descriptions 
of  his  Majesty *s  subjects,  in  support  of  the  established 
constitutipni  With  this  view  his  Majesty  trusted,  that 
the  situation  of  his  Majesty's  catholic  subjects  woul^ 
engage  their  serious  attention,  and  in  the  considera- 
tion of  this  subject,  he  relied  on  the  wisdom  and  li- 
berality of  his  parliament.  Mr.  John  O'Neil,  in  sup- 
porting the  address,  congi  atulated  his  country,  that 
the  loyalty  and  good  conduct  of  the  people  were  ra- 
pidly removing  the  prejudices  of  the  constituent  body  ; 
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lind  there  could  be  no  doubt,  that  his  Majesty's  re-  17^- 
commendation  would  have  infinit;e  weight,  not  only 
with  parliament,  but  with  all  ranks  of  persons.  He 
doubted  not,  but  that  they  would  manifest  by  the 
strongest  expressions  their  affectionate  attachment  to 
the  King,  who  lived  in  the  hearts  of  his  people.  But  Mr. 
Grattan*  observed,  that  the  part  of  the  address  which 
related  to  his  Majesty,  was  cold  and  impolitic.  His  in^ 
terposition  to  heal  their  religious  animosities  was  an  act 
of  distinguished  wisdom :  as  such  it  should  be  marked  ^ 
particularly  at  a  time,  when  attempts  had  been  made 
on  the  thrones  of  princes:,  at  such  a  time  he  would 
mark  to  the  catholics  the  King,  as  the  deliverer  of  hi$ 
people.  He  would  distinguish  him  from  his  ministers. 
He  would  mark  that  monarch,  who  had  rescued  his 
people  from  the  hands  of  those  ministers,  that  how- 

*  In  this  debate  Mr.  Grattan  spoke  with  more  than  his  usual 
strength,  ''  Th«  persons,  who  opposed  our  liberty  in  1782,  were 
made  our  ministers.  Afterwards  the  country  forgave  them  :  but 
ihey  never  forgave  the  country.  They  attempted  to  put  down 
the  constitution ;  but  now  they  have  put  down  the  government : 
we  tuld  them  so,  we  admonished  them,  we  told  them  their  driving 
would  not  do.  Don*t  they  remember  how  in  1790,  we  warned 
them.  They  said,  we  were  severe.  I  am  sure  we  were  pro- 
phetic. In  179^ t  we  repeated  our  admonition :  told  them,  that  a 
government  of  clerks  would  not  do :  that  the  government^  of  the 
treasury  would  not  do.  That  Ireland  would  not  be  long  governed 
by  the  trade  of  parliament.  We  mentioned  this,  when  Lord 
Buckingham  ran  away,  and  Lord  Westmoreland  succeeded  to  his 
office.  We  told  them,  that  a  nation,  which  had  rescued  her  U« 
berties  from  the  giant  of  Old  England,  would  not  long  bear  to  be 
trodden  on  by  the  violence  of  a  few  pigmies,  whom  the  caprice  d£ 
a  court  had  appointed  ministers.*' 
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in^'  ever  they  might  abhor  their  proceedings,  they  should 
^^^  |f  necessary,  onite,  to  rally  in  support  of  the  dirone, 
keeping  pure  of  leaning  to  any  French  politics;  or 
imy  wishes  in  favor  of  that  nation,  now  on  the  eve  of 
%  war  with  a  country,  with  which  they  were  by  the 
crown,  by  the  law,  by  interest,  and  by  every  political 
tie  for  ever  to  be  connected.  He  then  moved  an 
amendment,  which  after  a  long  debate  he  withdrew : 
but  roiewed  it  on  the  nes^t  day,  when  i(  was  una* 
nimously  carried*, 
pommtttcc  The  peculiarity  of  this  session  was  ^e  accessim^ 
I^Lm!7  ^f  government  to  many  of  the  great  quesdons,  whkh 
they  had  before  most  pertinadoudy  resisted.  Mr. 
Grattan  so  far  succeeded  upon  the  sdbject  of  refemi^ 
^  to  have  procured  a  committee  to  enquire  whedier 
any,  and  what  abuses  had  taken  place  in  the  state  ojf 
the  representation.  This  was  considered  by  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  opposition  a  matter  of  triumph:  it 
was  an  admission  of  the  principle;  it  created  con?, 
fidence  within,  and  affc^ed  joy  and  fatfiftfaflion  tq  tt|e 
people  withoutf. 


fdann* 


•  "  We  aduMre  tbe  wisdom,  which  at  so  cdtiod  «  ■ojwn  hai 
prompted  joor  Majesty  lo  come  forward  to  take  a  lea^g  pirt  m 
healing  the  aqimosities  of  jrour  people^  on  acooa^t  of  religioo:  vff 
ahall  take  into  oar  immed^te  con^deratioo  tlie  aabject  gncicN^r 
rrcomincnded  from  the  throne  j  and  at  a  time  when  deotriaei 
pernicious  to  freedom  and  daiigerous  to  monarchical  |;oYer|UDeat 
arr  propagated  In  (ore*:gn  countries,  wc  shall  xiot  fiui  IQ  unprass 
your  Majesty's  catholic  subjects  with  a  sense  of  the  siofQlar  and 
eicroal  oUigation  tber  owe  to  the  throne,  and  to  your  Majeity'a 
royal  person  a^  hoiilyy 

f  No  stronger  mark  of  tbe^  popular  sympathy  09  IIm  ^lAjeet 
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•  •• 

On  the  15th  Januarjr,  Mr,  Secretary  Hobart  an-    1793. 

nounccd  his  intention  of  taking  into  consideration  Govern. 

that  ^att  of  the  lord-lieutenant^s  speech,  relating  to  the  ^^^^^"""^ 

catholics.   He  also  intimated  his  intention  of  easing  the  pj*^*^j^ 

poor  of  the  hearth-tax.    Upon  Mr.  Graftan^s  express- 

ing  his  intention  to  bring  forward  a  libel  bjU^  like 

that  of  Great  Britain.  Mr.  Hobart  avowed,  that  the 

<^t6mey-geneiral  had  it  also  in  contemplation.     Leave 

vra^  given  tp  Mr.  Forbes  to  bring  in  a  responsibility 

bill  ind  a  pennon  bill,  and  to  ]^r.  Grattan  to  bring  in 

a  bill  for  the  Improvement  of  barren  land.     Thus 

passj?<!l  one  week  in  the  Irish  parliament  without  a 

syifnplom  of  oppo^tion.     In  order  to  give  time  to 

(Kgrtt  the  weight  of  important  mattef  before  the  house 

ttiey  adjourned  for  ispme  4^ySf 

Oh  the  4th   of  February,  1793,  J^r.   Secretary  Petition  «f 

Ilobart  presented  to  the  house  a  petition  of  certain  bitbopt. 

can  be  adduced,  than  the  resolution  of  the  catholic  sub-coromittee 
upon  their  dissolution,  after  the  act  had  been  gassed,  whidi 
^aye  them  their  elective  franchise,    it  most  earnesilj  exhorted  the 
catholics  of  Ireland  to  co-operate  with  their  protestant  breiljren 
}n  all  legd  and  ceirttHtttional  inea:ns  to  carry  into  effect  that  great 
measure  recognised  by  the  wisdom  of  parliament,  and  so  essential 
\o  the  (ir^edom,  happinesi,  and  prosperity  of  Ireland,  a  reform  in 
^e  representation  of  the  people  hi  the  commoos  hoa^    As  the 
catholics  had  by  that  act  obtained  a  footing  within  the  threshold 
of  the  constitation,  they  wished  no  longer  to  represent  themselvea 
to  government  as  a  distinct  set  of  his  Majesty *s  subject :  but  as 
Irishn^en  cordially  sympathizing  with  their  countr)men  in  their 
efforts  to  secure  the  full  benefit  of  a  free  constitution,  to  which 
Ihey  considered  reform  essential.     Government  rejoiced  at  the 
dissolution  of  this  committee,  but  was  highly  offended  at  their 
offering  to  interfere  with  the  civil  concerns  of  the  nation.     (Vide 
Macneveo'i/u;^  of  Irish  hiaory,  7a    New-York,  IS07.) 
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1793.  Roman  Catholic  bishops  of  Ireland,  and  others,  on 
behalf  of  themselves  and  their  fellow-subjects  of  the 
same  persuasion,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table  *.  Then  Mr.  Hobart  said,  he  was  aware,  that 
many  of  those  gentlemen  whom  he  most  respected, 
were  not  likely  to  concur  in  the  measures  he  should 
propose ;  but  in  that  point  he  trusted,  that  he  differed 
from  them  for  the  real  advantage  of  the  country.  He 
was  also  aware,  that  in  the  last  session  of  parliament  a. 
petition  for  the  very  measure. he  should  now  propose 
had  been  rejected,  and  that  he  himself  had  voted  for 
that  rejection ;  but  the  sentiments  of  the  country  on 
that  subject  had  materially  altered  since  that  time :  the 
opinion  of  the  country  was  not  then  ripe  for  such  a 
measure.  Ihe  circumstances  of  the  present  time 
would  justify  a  material  alteration  in  the  sentiments  of 
that  house.  The  conduct  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
had  proved,  they  were  perfectly  attached  to  the  consti- 
tution ;  and  at  that  particular  period,  every  man  who 
was  attached  to  the  constitution  should  receive  en- 
couragement. He  then  went  through,  the  several  ob- 
jects of  the  intended  bill,  reasoning  upon  eachf.    He 

m 

*  15  Com.  Jour.  p.  141.  The  petition  is  to  be  seen  in  Hit- 
torical  Review,  vol.   II.  p.  408. 

+  When  Mr:  Hobart  touched  upon  the  army  and  navy,  lie  ex- 
pressly Slid,  (he  then  spoke  as  the  minister  of  the  crown)  that  it 
was  in  the  contemplation  of  the  government  of  England  to  admit 
Roman  Catholics  to  bear  commissions  in  these  departments  of  the 
state :  and  that  in  due  time  measures  for  the  same  purpose  would 
be  proposed  there,  when  a  communication  with  the  English  go- 
vernment should  have  been  had  upon  that  point.  This  pledge  to 
the  public  has  been  never  redeemed.    The  opening  of  the  British 
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assured  the  house  of  his  Majesty's  paternal  anxiety  to  /793. 
meet  the  wishes  of  his  Irish  people.  He  trusted  there- 
fore, that  he  acted  for  the  good  of  the  country,  by 
forwarding  such  measures,  as  would  best  carry  into 
effect  his  Majesty's  gracious  recommendation  to  par- 
liament. In  this  spirit  had  government  come  to  th^ 
resolution  of  easing  the  lower  classes  by  repealing  the 
iiearth-tax,  and  manifesting  a  disposition  to  accede  to 
every  measure,  that  tended  to  promote  the  happiness 
of  the  kingdom.  He  then  moved  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  the  further  relief  of  his  Majesty's  subjects 
professing  the  Rcnnan  Catholic  religion.  The  motion 
was  seconded  by  Sir  Hercules  Langrishe :  and  most 
vehemently  opposed  by  Dr.  Duigenan,  who  in  a  long 
speech  collected  together  whatever  the  acrimonious 
bigotry  of  the  last  two  centuries  had  heaped  together 
against  the  catholics,  and  retailed  it  with  enthusiastic 
bitterness.  He  and  Mr.  Ogle  were  the  only  two  upon 
the  division,  who  opposed  the  bringing  in  of  the  bill. 
Lord  Hilsborough  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
establish  a  militia,  nearly  on  the  same  plan  as  that  of 
England.  The  whole  number  of  men  he  proposed  to 
bi  16,000,  upon  a  rough  estimate  of  5O0  for  each 
county.  Mr.  Grattan  never  lost  an  opportunity  of 
bringing  the  subject  of  reform  before  parliament.  The 
9th  of  February,  17  98,  proved  a  considerable  check 
upon  the  confidence,  which  the  opposition  had,  during 
the  first  week  of  the  session,  placed  in  the  sincerity 

* 

army  and  navy  to  his  Majesty's  catholic  subjects  never  has  been 
brought  foni^'ard,  but  has  b?eo  coostaiitly  opposed  by  the  Tiry 
men^  who  then  bdd  it  out  as  a  national  pledge. 
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^7^  of  administration.  When,  according  to  ord^^  thi 
house  had  resoWed  itself  into  a  comn^ttee  to  cpquirt 
into  the  state  of  the  repre^tation  of  the  pwple  m 
parliament,  *Mr.  Gratfan  made  a  most  ^ppn^vt 
speech ;  observing,  with  his  peculiar  energy,  tl^  19 
1782,  the  que^n  was.  Whether  fjcdif^d  $)i9i44 
be  governed  by  the  parliament  of  another  couiUfy  • 
the  present  was^  Whether  she  should  enjoy  «|  par*" 
liament  of  her  own.  fie  fpUowed  up  bii;  sptec^ 
tfith  three  general  self-evident  resoIutioi|Si  wi^h  4# 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  got  lid  of  by  lurgppg 
the  d^ger  of  teaUrhIng  the  pubUc  to  despise  tW  ftW* 
sent  system  before  ^  jbetter  was  pix)vidie4#  T^  ^(^ 
mate  division  upon  reform  was  1S7  agfunfit  ^ 
Thenceforth  stood  tevived  the  old  sjfsteip  of  cif{>Q^ 
lion,  and  the  hope  of  coAlitioa  in  th;(t  great  Oalikxwi 
question  vanished. 
tkxhoVic  On  the  next  day  Mr.  Hobart  informed  tht  hovuse^ 

iL  ^.  that  he  was  directed  by  his  excdioncy  tp  4dUyer  ^ 
them  a  message,  importing  that  the  persons  ^e^erdsi^g 
the  powers  of  government  in  France,  had  without  ffitr 
vious  notice  directed  acts  of  hostility  to  be  commitf/et 
ilgain^  thep^-sons  aixd  property  of  ];^isffu^ty*^,$;Ldpje<^^ 
and  calling  upon  their  co-operation  in  the  cause.  After 
Mr.  Secretary  bad  delivered  this  messaige,  .and  th^.hpKse 
had  addressed  the  lord-lieutenant  for  his  g^cipmsycpio^ 
innnication,  Mr.  Hobart  presented  the  catholic  i3^i 
which  passed  without, a  division.  On  tbcf  S2d^  j^^ 
bruary,  it  was  read  a  second  time,  and  produced  a  warm 
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ddAt^w    The  quesdoft  was  carried  in  the  affimiat{te>     }7^ 
against  only  bne  negative :  and  the  bill  vtras  eommitted 
for  the  Monday  following  with  three  negatives.    Of  all 
8ttppmters  of  Catholic  emancipation^  Mr.  Grattan*  was 
the  most  consistent,  zealoasj  and  pertevering.    Hb 
sentiments  swayed  iliany  oj^nions  in  the  nation ;  they 
also  created  discontent  and  oppo»tion  in  another  part 
of  the  G0inimi»tty«     He  tRoshed  the  bill  under  their 
Cdllskterstioii  had  gone  further*     He  could  wish,  thai 
it  had  given  the  Ronuin  Catholics  the  privileges  of 
cAcr  dissenters.     3ure^  he  was,  that  was  the  only 
sound  policy.    He  thought  however  the  bUl  de$erve4 
thanks,  because  it  contained  much,  and  also  becauM 
k  led  to  much,  more ;  but  the  mover  would  have  dis- 
covered more  sen^,  if  he  had  then  given  to  the  ca:-» 
thoUcs  the  whole,  and  had  settled  with  them  for  ever.- 
When  the  bill  was  in  the  committee,  Mr.  George 
Knox  moved,    that  the  committee  might  be  em- 
{xTwered  to  receive  a  clause  to  admit  catholics  to  sit 
tod  vote  in  the  house  df  commons,    ^ajof  Doyle 
decondesd  the  motion,  which  was  strongly  supported  by 
Itfr,  Daly^  Cd.  Hutchinson,  Mr.  M.  Smkh,  Mr.  John 
O'Neile^  Mr«  Hardy,  aad  other  gentlemlen  liberally 

4  Mr.  Crcaltirti  not  onlj  persuaded  by  eloquence  tut  ia^tnictoj 
hj  historical  ioformaliQii.  He  iHuttrated  the  subject  by  his  state- 
ment of  the  Irish  bfigade  jn  the  service  of  ftttnct,  the  i^umber  of 
the  northern  dtflenters  fighting  against  lE.ti^^d  in  America,  and 
fbt^iahiom  of  teA  lri6iMi&  m  Hie  Mrt^  aM -ftrmy  tyf  'Great  Bri<« 
tlln«  0f9n  hi  %ve:?tli  of  ^^nc  law.  He  enspfaatieailjr  'Obtenfedy  tbst 
if  flM^  iKTitfbsd^m^fvr  to  meet  Irishmen  In  arms  m  other  countries, 
lliey'iM|^ld^gireth«rai  a  bettered  iX  bcftat.  HbtotMl 
Keritw,  vol.  II.  p.  410« 
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1799.     disposed  lo  their  catholic  countrymen  j  it  was  howevW 
rejected  upon  a  divisioa  by  1 63  against  69. 
Catholic  When  the  catholic  bill  had  passed  its  second  read- 

bill  UOSKt 

th«  lordf.  ing  in  the  lords,  the  Bishop  of  Killala  •  expressed  his . 
ready  and  most  cheerful  assent  to  a  bill  for  the  reUef 
of  his  long  oppressed  and  loyal  cathohc  brethren^  k 
was  no  part  of  protestantism  to  persecute  cathc^cst 
and  without  justice  to  the  catholic,  there  could  be  no- 
security  for  the  pro^tant  establishment ;  as  a  friend, 
theiefore,  to  the  permanency  of  that  establishment,  to- 
the  prosperity  of  the  country,  and  the  justice  due  tou 
his  catholic  brethren,  he  should  cheerfully  vote  for 
the  committal.  Many  lords  delivered  their  sentiments 
upon  this  important  subject.  None  so  vehemently  as 
the  Archbishop  of  Cashell,  and  the  lord-chancellor» 
His  .lordship  concluded  a  bitter  invective  against  the 
catholics,  with  a  reflection,  which  gives  strong  room 
to  believe,  that  the  committee  of  the  lords  receive<^ 
that  tint  of  crimination,  which  is  so  visible  in  their 
report,  from  his  lordship's  influence  and  suggestions f. 
He  mentioned  the  powers  assumed  by  the  popish  con* 
vention  of  levying  taxes  upon  their  community  for 
defraying  the  expenses  of  their  claims  and  proceed* 
ings,  which,  were  they  fair,  just,  and  open,  required 
no  such  support.     In  further  innovation  he  foresaw 

•  Dr.  Law,  a  brother  of  Lord  Ellcnborough. 

.  f  On  the  other  hand  Lord  Portarlington^  who  was  one.  of  that 
committee^  observed,  that  if  he  had  not  been  fully  convinced,  from 
the  evidence  there  adduced,  that  the  catholic  body  had  no  concern 
in  the  disturbances  of  the  defjpnders,  he  should  not  so  ^heerfiiUjr 
vole  for  the  committal  of  the  bill. 
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a  total  separation  from  England,  or  an  union  with  her:     ^93. 
each  to  be  equally  dreaded.    In  the  debate,  which  took 
place  upon  the  clause,  enabling  catholics  to  accept  mili- 
tary en  ployments,  Lord  Pamham  argued,  that  until  a 
similar  law  should  have  passed  in  England,  catholic  of- 
ficers could  not  attend  their  regiments,  if  ordered  on 
duty  into  that  kingdom.     His  lordship  was,  therefore, 
for  amending  the  clause,  by  wording  it  so,  that  a  Roman 
Catholic  should  not  be  eligible  to  a  military  commis- 
sion in  Ireland,  until  the  principle  were  adopted  by  a 
similar  law  of  England,  which  would  render  the  catholic 
eligible  to  military  service  in  any  part  of  the  British  em- 
pire, wherever  exigL  ncy  might  call  him.  The  chancellor 
opposed  the  principle  of  that  amendment.    The  clause 
merely  went  to  enable  catholics  to  accept  a  military 
employment ;  but  it  could  not  be  supposed  his  Ma- 
jesty would  appoint  u  man  to  such  a  post,  until  the 
laws  of  the  empire  should  fully  qualify  him  to  act  in 
every  part  of  it.    It  was  more  than  probable,  a  similar 
law  to  this  would  be  adopted  in  England,  before  the 
lapse  of  two  months,  and  on  this  ground  the  amend- 
ment would  be  wholly  unnecessary.     The  Duke  of 
l.einster  opposed  the  amendment  as  unnecessary,  and 
wished  to  have  the  loyalty  and  prowess  of  the  Irish 
catholic  attached  to  the  service  of  his  country.    Lord 
Bellamont  supported  the  amendment,  as  tending  to 
accelerate  a  law  in  England,  similar  to  the  present. 
Upon  those  grounds  the  amendment  was  withdrawn*, 
.^nd  the  bill  passed. 

*  Foarteen  yean  have  elapsed  tince  Lord  Clara's  as^uroptiQn  of 
a  similar  law  being  passed  io  England.    None  such  bat  yet  pasted. 
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^79'^'  Norwithstanding  government  had  consented  to  seve- 
S'rrnpmta  Td\  of  the  popular  measu»'es  being  brought  forward, 
Icrnnrrm^  Y^'t  they  Carried  with  a  high  hand  two  very  strong  mea- 
tfwi"con^cn^  surcs  :  the  gunpowder  bill  *,  and  the  convention  bill. 
tion  I ..     rj,j^^  general  motive,  which  induced  the  minister  to 

propose  the  convention  bill  \  was  to  prevent  the  pro- 
valence  of  the  successful  example  of  the  catholic  con- 
vention. The  particular  motive  was  to  prevent  the 
intended  national  convention  at  Athlone.  Mr.  G rat- 
tan objected,  that  it  was  a  false  declaration  of  law,  and 
deprived  the  subject  of  his  constitutional  right  of  peti- 
tionuig  against  grievances,  by  rendering  the  previous 
measure  of  consultation  and  deliberation  criminal :  and 
because  the  words  and  tendency  of  tlie  bill  went  re- 

The  GrenvUIe  administratioo  was  sacrificed  to  their  attempt  to  re- 
deem this  pledge  of  the  British  government. 

*  33  Geo.  111.  c.  2.  Mr.  Grattan  thus  spoke  of  this  bill: 
"  On  the  same  plan  of  ancun&tilutional  and  scandalons  influence 
did  they  sell  the  peerage  to  procure  seats  in  the  commons  for  the 
dependency  and  the  dishonour  of  both  houses  of  parliament :  and 
having  from  this  conduct,  aggravated  by  a  most  unseemly  and 
unbecoming  intemperance  of  manner  and  incontinence  of  Ian* 
guage,  lost  the  confidence  of  the  country,  and  greatly  agitated  tha 
same,  they  then  proceeded  to  a  system  of  coercion,  to  support 
their  plans  of  corruption,  and  to  dragoon  the  people,  as  they  had 
bought  the  parliament.  They  began  that  system  by  an  act,  which 
tended,  in  a  qualified  manner,  to  disarm  his  Majesty's  subjects, 
under  certain  regulations,  oaraed  a  gunpowder  bill,  and  had  prin- 
cipally in  view  to  put  down  the  Irish  volunteers.** 

t  33  Geo,  III.  c.  29.  An  Act  to  prevent  the  Election  or  Ap- 
pointmeot  of  unlawful  Assemblies,  under  pretence  of  preparing  or 
presenting  public  Petitions  or  other  Addresses  to  his  Majesty  or 
th«  Parliament. 
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trospectively  to  tieclare^  that  all  conventions  and  dele-  1793. 
gallons,  that  had  existed  in  that  kingdom,  were  illegal. 
He  objected  not  to  the  enacting  part,  which,  had  it 
been  properly  framed,  would  have  operated  prospect* 
ively  by  way  of  inhibition  against  future  conventions 
and  delegations*.  All  the  popular  bills  urged  by  the 
opposieion  since  the  last  parliament  were  passed,  except 
parliamentary  reform.  It  is  hardly  credible,  t^iat  the 
people,  who  had  been  so  long  crying  out  for  the  re- 
tonn  of  parliament  against  the  aristocracy  and  the  go- 
vernment, should  not  urge  it  when  both  gave  it  upf* 
This  important  session  was  put  an  end  to  on  the  16th 
of  Auguiit,  wlien  his  excellency  opened  his  speech 

*  When  this  bill  wa^  in  committee,  Mr.  Grattan  observed, 
(13  Pari.  Debates,  p.  546),  *'  Thii  bill  is  said  to  be  an  ex- 
j^edient  (o  restore  peace j  why,  then,  i%  it  a  reflection?  Why 
do  tlje  preamble  and  the  declaration  pronounce  every  tnanj 
who  has  been  a  delegate,  all  the  volanteen,  the  delegates  at  Dua- 
gjnnon,  the  delegates  of  the  convention,  the  coounittee  of  tht 
lawyers  corps,  and  the  corps,  that  appointed  that  committee /the 
committee  of  the  catholics,  their  late  convention,  and  all  th«  ca* 
tholics,  who  appointed  that  convention ;  that  is,  the  whole  catholic 
body,  offenders )  men  guilty  of  an  unlawful  assembly,  and  at  this 
moment  liable  to  be  prosecuted  ?  For  so  much  has  the  bill  in  ob- 
ject, not  the  peace  of  the  country,  but  reflections  on  great  bodies^ 
ard  the  gratification  of  spleen  at  the  expense  of  the  constitutionj 
by  voting  false  doctrine  into  law,  and  the  brightrjt  passages  o£ 
your  history  into  unlawful  assemblies." 

t  They  did  just  with  regard  to  refi>rm,  what  they  had  foimerly  * 
d<anc  with  regard  to  the  absentee  tax.     '^  A  mistress,  (said  Mr. 
Flood),  which  the  people  of  Ireland  sought  with  a  lover*s  ap« 
perils,  was,  when  brought  to  their  embraces,  repiadiated  with  A 
lover's  incouktapcy." 

Z3 
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1793.  fi-Qni  the  throne  with  these  words :  **  The  wisdom 
and  liberality,  with  which  you  attended  to  his  Majesty's 
recommendation  in  favour  of  his  Roman  Catholic  sub- 
jects, are  highly  pleasing  to  the  Eling/'  Although 
several  excellent  laws  were  passed  in  the  year  1793, 
yet  the  administration  did  not  gain  popularity  by  them. 
The  leading  measure  of  grace,  which  affected  the  great 
bulk  of  the  people,  was  attributed  to  the  pers6nal  in- 
terference of  the  sovereign  over  the  heads  and  agai&st 
the  wishes  of  those,  who  had  the  preceding  year  re- 
jected their  application  for  less  favour  with  indigna- 
tion and  insult.  The  passing  of  the  act  so  empha* 
tically  calculated  to  destroy  the  odious  distinctions 
between  Irishmen  of  different  religious  persuasions, 
altered  the  laws^  but  crushed  not  the  spirit,  which  kept 
them  up.  Great  difficulties  at  first  prevailed  in  ratdng 
the  different  regiments  of  militia ;  for  although  catho- 
lics were  rendered  capable  of  serving  in  them,  no 
catholic  officers  were  appointed.  This  marked  exclu- 
sion in  teeth  of  the  act,  diffused  general  diffidence, 
and  it  was  found  necessary  to  appoint  several  catholic 
officers,  before  the  militia  corps  could  be  completed*. 
The  le^slative  concessions  made  to  the  catholics  of 
Ireland,  in  submission  to  the  royal  recommendation, 
were  strongly  counteracted  by  the  exclusive  distinc- 

*  A  sdll  stronger  inttance  of  predominant  bigotry  occarr^  at 
the  qaarterly  meeting  of  the  guild  of  merchants  in  Dublin ;  wbeD 
the  application  of  thirty  Roman  catholic  merchants  to  be  admitted 
into  the  gmld  was  rejected  upon  the  ballot^  by  67  against  63. 
Bat  it  was  remarkable,  that  of  those  67,  42  were  pensioners^  plact- 
nsen^  or  custom-house  officejn. 
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tions  publicly  kept  up  in  corporations,  and  by  anony-  }^i 
nious  charges  and  slanders  circulated  against  them.  The 
catholics  met  these  anonymous  attacks,  with  fresh  re- 
solutions and  avowals  of  their  loyalty  and  affection  to 
the  King  and  constitution*.  The  growth  and  pro- 
gress of  delenderism  were  most  unwarrantably  charged 
on  the  entire  body  of  catholics.  The  murder  of  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Butler,  a  respectable  magistrate,  and 
chaplain  to  the  Bishop  of  Meath,  and  a  rising  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Athboy,  which  was  dispersed  in  the 
course  of  the  day,  were  attempted  to  be  fixed  upon 
them,  and  were  most  iniquitously  converted  into 
the  grounds  of  falsely  charging  and  imprisoning  Mf. 
Fay  and  some  other  highly  respectable  gentlemen  of 
the  catholic  persuasion,  who  were  tried  and  acquitted, 
notwithstanding  the  false  testimony  of  one  Lynch 
and  other  wretches,  raked  out  of  gaols,  and  suborned 
to  swear  away  their  livesf.  In  order  to  counteract 
these  attempts  to  calumniate  and  criminate  the  body 
of  the  catholics,  by  identifying  the, cause  of  Roman 
catholics,  united  Irishmen,  defenders,  French  levellers, 
and  sworn  enemies  to  the  constitution,  the  catholic 
bishops  presented  an  address  to  his  excellency  in  De- 
cember, 1 793,  to  be  transmitted  to  his  Majest)',  ex- 
pressive of  their  unshaken  loyalty  and  grateful  affection 
to  his  Majesty  *s  person  and  government.  And  in  Fe- 
bruary, 1794,  they  presented  a  very  impressive  me- 

^  The  resolntioDt  of  the  inliabitantf  of  the  town  and  neigh- 
bourhood of  Wexford,  are  givm  in  the  Hiktorical  Rcvicw,  p.  436. 

f  Tliese  iniquitous  transactions  are  rather  fully  narrated  io  iti^ 
Hifttorical  Review,  vol.  11.  p.  438j  &c. 
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1794-     morial  to  the  Earl  of  Westmoreland,  to  obtain  hi3 

Majesty's  license  to  found  and  endow  seminaries  for 

the  education  of  their  clergy  within  their  native  king* 

doni  *. 

Trial  of  Mr.      The  Confident  boldness,  with  which  the  popular  so* 

Hamilton        ^     ^  '  ^  .  . 

Eowtn.  cieties  had  lately  expressed  their  political  sentimeiitSj, 
induced  government  to  adopt  a  system  of  strong  mea-- 
sures.  An  information  was  filed  against  Mr.  A.  Ha- 
milton Rowan  for  distributing  fa  seditious  libel.  After 
a  trial  of  about  ten  hours,  he  was  found  guilty.  A 
motion  for  a  new  trial  was  argued  for  six  days,  and  at 
last  discharged.  He  was  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of 
500/.  to  be  imprisoned  for  two  years,  and  to  find  se- 
curity for  his  good  behaviour  for  seven  years,  himself 
in  2000/.  and  two  sureties  in  1000/.  each.  The  ver- 
dict and  judgment  gave  great  dissatisfaction  to  the 

*  These  addresses  are  to  be  seen  in  my  Historical  Review,  voK 
11.  p.  443,  This  address  of  the  prelates  to  the  lord-lieutenant  was 
not  relished  by  the  general  body  of  the  laity.  It  appeared  too 
adulator}'  to  the  system  of  government :  it  put  aq  end  to  a  plan 
•f  education^  which  had  been  for  some  time  in  r.egociation  between 
the  clergy  and  laity  j  and  thenceforth  checked  the  confidence,  that 
bad  latterly  subsisted  between  them.  The  genilemen  (^Dr.  Ryan, 
Dr.  Macneven^  and  Mr.  Lyons),  \fho  had  negociated  with  the 
prelates,  were  desired  to  desist  from  their  labours,  as  an  arrange- 
ment had  taken  place  for  a  plan  of  catholic  education  to  be  con- 
ducted solely  by  the  bishops,  under  the  auspices  of  governmenc 
and. the  sanction  of  parliament.     (Pieces  of  Irish  History,  p.  74). 

t  This  gentleman  was  universally  beloved  and  respected  by  all 
who  knew  him.  He  was  secretary  to  the  Society  of  United  Irish- 
men at  Dublin.  Their  Address  to  the  Volunteers  of  Ireland, 
(which  maybe  seen  in  my  Historical  Review,  vol.  II.  p  44S)^ 
signed  by  Mr.  Hamilton  Rowan,  was  the  libel  complained  of. 
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popular  party.     They  loudly  complained  of  the  judge     ^79^. 
and  jury  acting  under  court  mQuence. 

The  parliament  was  convened  on  the  21st  of  Janu-  Par-Lament 

corvci;cd 

ary ;  and  Mr.  Ponsonby's  reform  bill,  which  was  lost  »"'<  i»ro 
upon  a  division  of  142  against  44,  was  the  only  object 
of  interest  brought  before  them.  The  2.>th  of  March 
put  an  end  to  that  jejnne  session.  The  gentlemen  of 
the  opposition,  and  particularly -Mn  Grattan,  gave 
great  offence  to  the  United  Irishmen,  by  reprobating 
in  debate  the  system  of  universal  suffrage  and  annual 
parliaments.  Ten  days  after  the  debate  they  published 
an  address,  severely  reflecting  upon  the  failing  off  of 
Mr.  Grattan,  and  the  minority  in  parliament. 

Popular  discontent  and  turbulence  increased  through-  Troubled 
out  the  kingdom.  Defenderism  spread  rapidly  ;  the  country. 
Right  Boys  gained  confidence,  and  the  United  Irish- 
men assumed  a  tone  of  political  language,  that  shocked 
even  some  steady  supporters  of  constitutional  freedom, 
and  gave  too  plausible  a  handle  to  their  enemies  to 
fasten  upon  them  intentions  and  views,  which  that  so- 
ciety then  had  not.  The  defenders  were  of  the  lowest 
orders  of  society ;  enemies  of  course  to  all  that  pos* 
sessed  property  and  character.  In  Longford,  the  no- 
bility,  clergy,  and  freeholders  obtained  permission 
from  the  viceroy  to  levy  money  by  subscripiion  for 
raising  and  maintaining  a  body  of  horse  for  their  de- 
fence. Meetings  and  resolutions  tor  the  like  purpose 
became  frequent  in  other  parts.  Mr.  Hamilton 
y.owan*s  escape  out  of  pnson  on  the  1st  of  May, 
171)4,  made  a  deep,  thougii  very  opposite  impression 
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1794.  upon  different  parts  of  the  nation  One  thoosand 
pounds  re^'ard  was  offered  for  apprehending  him. 
About  the  same  time,  the  Reverend  Mr  Jackson*,  a 
protestant  clergyman,  was  committed  to  Newgate  on 
a  charge  of  high  treason.  The  rejection  of  the  ques- 
tion of  reform  tended  powerfuUy  to  increase  the  po- 
pular discontent.  The  people  at  large  were  all  for 
reform :  some  for  universal  suffrage,  most  for  a  tern- 
perate  improvement  of  the  state  of  popular  reprcsenta^ 
tion.  1  he  two  great  objects  of  political  attention  were 
parliamentary  reform  and  catholic  emancipation  Most 
persons  out  of  parliament  were  common  advocates  for 
both,  each  tending  to  promote  and  improve  the  other. 
piflFerence        About  ttiis  time  the  term  or  title  of  United  Irishmen 

between  the   ,  i-     1         «  •  t  i.  i_ 

first  and  last  became  pecuuarly  obnoxious.  It  ought  not,  bow- 
iruhmen.  evcr,  to  be  coufoundcd,  as  it  often  is,  with  the  guilt 
of  the  latter  rebellious  members  of  the  Irish  union. 
They  were  separate  and  distinct  societies :  their  prin* 
ciples,  objects,  and  engagements  were  different.  The 
one  was  extinct,  before  the  other  existed.  '  The  lead- 
ing traits  of  the  latter  were  separation  from  Great  Bri- 
tain and  republicanism.  And  up  to  this  time,  nei- 
ther of  those  objects  had  been  a  subject  of  discus- 
sion, debate,  or  even  conversation  in  the  first  society. 
Their  views  and  actions  were  simply  commensurate 
with  their  test.     The  very  spirit  and  terms  of  their 

•  This  gentleman  bad  a  delegation  from  Prance  to  enquire  into 
and  report  the  spirit  and  resources  of  the  nation  to  resist  invasion* 
He  confided  his  secret  to  Mr.  Cockayne,  his  attorney,  who  accoio- 
panied  him  to  Ireland,  and  informed  against  him. 
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1794. 
union  offended  the  frietids  of  protestant  ascendancy    ^""''^ 

and  unequal  representation*     They  never  presumed  an 
attempt  beyond  parliamentary  reform. 

So  turbulent  was  the  state  of  the  country,  that  the  intended 
British  cabinet  found  it  necessary  to  remove  the  Earl  loh  Wae^ 
of  Westmoreland  from  the  government,  and  to  aban-  °*'"*'^ 
don  the  system  of  coercion.  The  extraordinary  ac-^ 
cession  of  a  very  large  part  of  the  Rockingham  party* 
to  the  minister,"  in  July,  i794p,  was  an  event,  which 
Mr.  Ponsonby  said  in  the  Irish  house  of  commonsf 
would  never  have  taken  place,  had  not  the  Duke  of 
Portland  received  "ample  authority  to  reform  the 
abuses^  which  existed  in  the  Irish  government. 
;^When  the  Duke  and  his  friends  were  enticed  into 
the  coalition  with  Mr.  Pitt,  it  had  been  made  a  pre- 
vious condition^  that  the  entire  management  of  Ireland 
should  be  committed  to  his  grace.  And  so  far  did  Mr. 
Pitt  appear  sincere  in  these  terms,  that,  on  the  very 
day,  on  which  the  Duke  of  Portland  kissed  hands, 
which  was  in  July,  1794,  he  declared  the  deter- 
mination of  the  British  cabineCj  to  bring  forward  the 
question  of  catholic  emancipation  in  the  next  sessicm 
of  parliament.  The  lieutenancy  was  soon  after  pres^^ed 
upon  Lord  Fitzwilliam  by  the  Duke  of  Portland,  who 
declined  going  thither  in  person,  with  directions  for 
making  such  arrangements,  as  would  enable  him  to 
restore  tranquillity  and  order  to  the  country,  and  re- 

*  The  particolars  of  this  negocuitioDf  and  itt  consequent  changes, 
are  to  be  seen  at  large  in  my  historical  Review^  p.  465,  Src* 
t  15  Pari.  Deb.  p.  184. 
t  Lotd  FiUWiUiam*!  letter  to  Lord  Carlisle. 
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Trg^  cocalc  ih^  P^^T^  ^  ^  goieinBigpc,  Mr.  Pitt,  ic 
brfakscg"  cp  c!se  RcickfnrHaiR  party,  sought  more  to 
^^^i-r:  hh  ccTcii-rnr?.  than  to  snengthen  administra* 
roa  br  :h;  iccesji^n  of^  clur^cter  and  talent.  Not- 
'wi':stirsi;"'z  t!v:?^  sr-^ngefnects  with  his  new  a^soci- 
5rf%  M%  P.r  is^ura!  Lc»rd  WesDThireland,  in  August, 
^Vi:  he  5h?uy  n-x  b*  remcnred.  f^Jiiigit^  however, 
Iinp-acrxable  to  rrtiin  hid  in  tfaar  siniation,  he  ac- 
XvaJlr  fxed  upoa  Lord  Camden,  in  the  course 
cf  the  airurr.n.  zs  his  succ^ser-  Thtrse  circuni'* 
^ranees  de-n.^n^rrat*.  that  Ltrd  Fiizwiiiiam  and 
Ircliind  w.re  rr.xie  the  ?port  cf  cabinet  intrigue. 
Thit  his  iorifhip  was  sent  ro  tike  pc£Sissioa  of  a 
government,  which  he  was  net  inrciided  to  conti- 
nue in  ;  that  he  xrjs  pern.ired  to  raise  expictdrions 
in  the  Iri^h  nation,  wrifch  wrre  r.ct  ro  be  realized  ; 
and  that  he  was  encouraged  to  brir.^  fcruard,  as  a 
measure  cf~ovi.rT:n-.crr.  ¥»ha:i*  h^-i  been  preconcerted 
should  be  opijo^ed  b\  les  vhole  force. 
Svvcnvf  The  incidents  of  this  period  were  so  impcrtnrit  to 
lirl  i\;;.  ^  the  interests  of  Ireland,  that  she  still  has  to  lament 
their  baleful  consequences.  Every  instance  of  n^.inis- 
tcria!  duplicity  ertaiis  c:cre  misery  uron  posteritr, 
than  upr»n  t!:e  exiiting  gfi:er.?::o;:.  Mr  Pi.t,  know- 
Ini:  the  real  uews  and  ino.fvcs  of  his  new  fiiends,  in 
insistini^  U!:on  the  'rovernnient  cf  Ire  lend,  to  be  the 
complete  tmi^r.cipnrijn  of  that  enthntll.d  country,  the 
necessity  of  v.hich  his  cwii  wiid&ai  pointed  out,  as- 
sured them,  that  his  fullest  convictions  kept  pace  with 
||l|M|Bktbeir  plans  for  the  uelfare  of  that  country.  It  was  ge- 
^^^^^lerally  believed  in  Ireland,  not  only  bv  the  catholics, 
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who  had  now  coalesced  into  a  complete  union  amongst  '79** 
themselves,  but  by  the  old  political  friends  of  the  Duke 
of  Portland,  that  a  full  and  complete  emancipation  was 
intended  ;  and  his  grace*s  opinions  at  that  time  coin- 
cided wiih  those  of  his  Irish  friends.  In  order  to  the  set- 
tlement of  the  new  arrangements,  Mr.  Ponsonby  and 
Mr.  Grattan  were  sent  for  to  England,  and  frequently 
consulted  by  Mr.  Pitt*,  The  particular  marshalling 
of  the  treasury  bench  was  settled  by  Sir  John  Pamell 
and  Mr.  Pitn 

By  the  effects  of  the  late  convention  bill,  the  catho-  confiknc© 
lies  were  prevented  from  meeting  by  delegation.  'Ihey  Tho'iics  "* 
frequently,  however,  assembled  in  the  course  of  the 
summer,  for  the  purpose  of  forwarding  the  general 
plan,  in  which  they  were  unanimous,  of  total  emanci- 
pation, and  equalization  with  their  protestant  follow 
subjects.  These  meetings  were  necessarily  more  nu- 
merous, than  they  would  have  been  by  (ielegation,  and 
gave  great  umbrage  to  the  Irish  government.  Their 
confidence  had  arisen  to  conviction,  that  what  had  in 
the  preceding  session  been  lost  by  a  vast  majority, 

♦  Mr.  Gratt«in  hnssaiJ,  (answer  to  Lord  Clare,  7-1),  "  In  the 
session  of  l/Q^,  iIjc  catholic  subjrct  was  not  mrn  ioiieJ ;  but  in 
suaimc-r,  on  ailmnge  being  ipade  in  \\\c  Briii->h  cahinr*t,  b<ing  in- 
formed by  some  of  the  learned  persons  th.Tcin,  ihat  the  a'Jnruiis- 
Iration  of  the*  Irish  department  was  to  belong  to  ihem,  and  that 
they  sent  for  us  to  adopt  our  measures,  1  stared  the  catholic  eman- 
cipation to  be  one  of  them/'  This  pointedly  contradicts  the  uoXn- 
rious  falsehood  of  Lord  Ciare*s  assertion,  that  the  catiiolict 
'*  would  have  continued  contented  and  qniit,  if  they  Jiad  not  been 
brought  forward  as  an  engine  of  faction,  on  a  change  in  the  Iri>h 
government,  \7Q5.  "    (CI.  Sp.  Q'o.) 
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I79*-  would,  when  backed  by  gotemment,  be  carried  with 
unanimity.  The  catholics  of  Dublin  took  the  lead, 
and  by  unanimous  assent  resolved  to  commit  their 
cause  to  the  talents,  zeal,  and  long-tried  smcerity  of 
Mn  Grattan :  and  resolutions  to  that  effect  were  ac- 
cordingly published  *•  Their  example  was  followed 
by  most  districts  in  the  nation. 

The  latter  end  of  the  year  1 794  was  a  busy  scene 
of  intrigue*  Mr.  Pitt  had  several  objects  in  consenting 
to  the  new  arrangements :  first,  to  flatter,  then  de- 
grade his  proselytes.  He  knew  the  confidence,  which 
the  Irish  would  place  in  the  new  administration, 
and  the  readiness,  with  which  they  would  vote  the  ex- 
traordinary supplies  (1,700,000/.)  for  carrying  on  a 
war,  to  which  his  new  colleagues  were  more  sanguinely 
addicted  than  himself.  Mr.  Beresford,  who  foresaw 
that  in  the  change  of  the  Irish  government,  a  blow 
was  aimed  at  the  power  and  authoric)',  which  he  had 
exercised  successively  over  every  viceroy,  from  Lord 
Townshend  to  Lord  Westmoreland,  transported  him- 
self to  England,  and  there,  both  with  his  majesty  and 
Mr,  Pitt,  so  effectually  urged  the  merits  of  himself 
and  family,  as  to  have  fully  preconcerted  his  o\^ti  con- 
tinuance in  office,  the  miscarriage  of  the  catholic  ques- 
tion, and  the  immediate  recal  of  the  new  lord  lieute- 
nant, when  the  supplies  should  have  been  voted. 
With  these  assurances,  he  returned  to  Ireland,  where 
he  was  most  actively  employed,  in  conjunction  with 
Lord  Fitzgibbon  and  Mr.  Foster,    in  preparing  to 


*  These  resolution*  are  to  be  seen  Hist,  Rev.  vol.  II.  p.  4^. 
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counteract  all  the  plans  intended  by  the  new  admini-  17?1 
stration,  for  the  benefit  of  that  country.  Such  was 
the  reception,  which  Mr.  Pitt  had  insidiously  pre- 
pared for  Lord  Fitzwilliam,  when  he  was  deputed 
to  the  government  of  Ireland.  That  Lord  Fitz- 
william  went  over  with  a  plenitude  of  power  from 
the  British  cabinet  to  carry  the  measure  of  catholic 
emancipation,  stands  roundly  asserted  by  that  noble* 
man  himself,  and  by  Lord  Milton,  Mr.  Ponsonby, 
and  Mr.  Grattan.  It  was  contradicted  by  Lord  West- 
moreland*, who  said,  in  the  British  house  of  peers, 
that  Mr.  Pitt  had  assured  him,  ^'  that  Earl  Fitzwilliam 
had  no  authority  whatever  from  ministers  in  this  coun« 
try,  for  taking  the  steps  he  did  on  the  catholic  ques- 
tion :  they  were  tak«n  not  only  without  their  author- 
ity, but  with  their  positive  disapprobation.''  Lord 
Fitzwilliam  took  possession  of  his  government  on  the 
4tb  of  January,  1795. 

«  41  Par.  Deb.  p.  352. 
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Administralion  of  Earl  Fitzmlllam. 

^^P^-  Alth(;ugh  Ix)rd  FitzwiHIam  had  coalesced  with 
Mr.  Pitt  on  the  necessity  of  the  war  with  France,  and 
Limi  Fifjf.  the  general  call  to  make  head  against  the  pruriency  of 
tntM^x^  democracy,  he  still  retained  ail  those  valuable  princi* 
roent""  pl^9  ^"^  estimable  qualities,  which  so  peculbrly  sig- 
nalizcd  his  late  uncle,  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham, 
and  the  principal  supporters  of  his  party.  Alike  ho* 
nourable  and  inflexible  in  his  public  and  private  deal- 
ings, he  was  a'  stranger  to  that  system  of  pliancy  and 
insincerity,  which  Mr.lMct  required  of  his  creatures  and 
culleaj;ues.  He  played  not  the  intriguing  courtier,  but 
the  honest  minic^ter,  performing  upon  public  princi- 
ples his  public  duty,  equally  regardless  of  the  favour 
of  the  court  and  people.  He  had  no  sooner  arrived  at 
his  seat  of  government,  than  he  put  his  hand  earnestly 
to  the  work,  ii.sensible  cf  the  preconcerted  oppo- 
sition of  Mn  Pitt  to  the  whole  of  his  system. 
Yet  had  not  the  Duke  of  Portland  and  Mr.  Pitt  con- 
curred with  his  lordship  in  the  policy  and  necessity  of 
relieving  the  catholics  from  every  remaining  disqualifi- 
^aiion,  he  tells  us*^  he  never  would  have  undertaken 
f  !ie  government.     Before  his  departure  from  England^ 


*  Letter  to  Lord  Cailiile. 
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ir  ha:l  bc^cn  resolved,  that  if  the  catholics  should  ap-  ^79'^* 
p^^ar  d.t^Tnnn.Hl  to  fvr  the  business,  and  bring  it  be- 
fore parlinment,  he  was  to  give  it  a  handsome  support 
on  the  p\rt  of  government.  Three  days  after  his 
landinp;,  he  transmitted  the  result  of  his  observations 
to  the  Bri  ish  cabinet:  and  during  the  first  fortnight 
not  a  negative  idea  was  communicated  to  him  from 
England. 

The  first  public  acts  of  Lord  Fitzwilliam's  govern-  Dwrniwiis 
ment,  were  some  di^imissals  from  offices,  which  ere-  fuzwU- 
ated  general  apprehensions  through  all  the  departments  '*^"*' 
oi  the  castle*.     He  made  proposals  to  the  British  mi- 
nisters for  the  removal  of  the  attorney  and  solicitor 
general,  upon  large  provisions :  it  having  been  previ- 
ously arranged  with  Mr.  Pitt  and  the  Duke  of  Port- 
land,  that  they  were  to  be  succeeded  by  Messrs.  Pon- 
sonby  and  Curran.     He  also  removed  Mr.  Beresford,  • 
whoni  he  found  filling  a  situation  greater  than  that  of 
the  lord-lieutenant ;  sensible  that  any  connection  with 
a  person  under  universal  heavy  suspicions,  would  be 
subjecting  his  government  lo  all  the  opprobrium  and 
unpopularity  of  Mr.  Bercsford's  mal-administration  ; 
nor  would  he  cioud  the  dawn  of  his  administration,  by 
leaving  in  such  power  and  authority,  so  much  im- 
puted malversation ;  though  in  point  of  income,  he  left 

*  One  of  the*e  wa?  Mr.  Cooke,  of  whom  Lord  PitzwiJliam 
thus  writes  to  Lord  Carlisle.  "  Mr.  Cooke  iodeed,  whose  tone 
and  style  reoder  his  approach  to  a  su(}erior  not  to  be  supported, 
rejects  my  proposals  in  his  ^svonr,  and  thinks  a  retreat  upon 
1200/.  a  year  an  inadequate  rccompenct  for  the  magnitude  and 
importance  of  his  lervlces.** 
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179^     him  as  well  as  he  had  ever  been.     Mr.  Beresfbrd, 
£uiiily  and  friends  dien  were  ii|  the  full  enjoyment 
more  emolument,  than  ever  had  been  accumulated 
that  country  upon  any  one  £umly. 
CkthoTie         The  address  of  the  catholics  of  Dublin  was  p 
Lord  Ficz.   sen  ted  to  his  excellency  on  the  7  th  of  January*,  a 
was  foil  3wed  up  by  numerous  others ;  they  were 
of  one  tendency,  and  received  similar  answers, 
was  truly  observed,  that  the  catholics'  gratitude 
the  late  concessions,  appeared  less  prominem  in  tb 
addresses,  than  their  confidence  and  expectation 
their  extension. 
roHFite-       On  the  22d  of  January,  1795,  Eail  Fitzwilli 

wtlUam 

meets  the  met  the  parliament,  and  in  his  speech  alluded  to  i 
eventful  situation  of  the  British  empire,  and  cal 
uppn  them  to  lend  their  aid  to  its  suppcnrt  in  those  < 
.  traordinary  '  drcumstances.  Immediately  after 
speech  had  been  read,  Mr.  Grattan  moved  the 
dress*,  which  he  supported  by  a  brilliant  spee 
which  explicitly  pledged  the  principles  of  the  o 
lieutenant*s  government  to  the  Irish  nation.     Mr.  I 

^  Lord  Clare  gaTc  a  most  malicious  and  distorted  reprete 
tion  <sf  the  loyal  act  of  a  respectable  body  of  sutijectB,  evidc 
calculated  to  throw  a  suspicion  of  treason  upon  the  catholic  b< 
{Lofd  dare's  speech ^  p,  60.)  '*  An  address  to  Lofftl  FitxwtU 
in  the  name  of  their  body  was  voted,  and  at  the  fiont  of  the  c 
mittee,  appointed  to  g^eet  the  ktng*s  representative  under 
auspices  of  his  self-avowed  mini«ter,  stand  the  names  of  Dr  ^ 
liam  James  M'Neven,  Mr  John  Sweetman,  and  Mr.  Rid 
M'Ccrraick,  all  of  them  self- convicted  traitors." 

f  As  this  ge-ntlrraan  had  not  accepted  of  any  place.  Lord  C 
called  him  the  self-avowed  minister  of  Lord  Fitzwilliam. 
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tjUery  alone  reprobated  the  war  with  pointed  severity.  ^79^ 
The  motion  for  the  address  was  carried  wiihout  a  di- 
vision ;  as  was  also  the  motion  of  Mr.  Conolly  for  an 
address  *  to  the  lord  lieutenant.  The  unanimity  of 
the  whole  catholic  body,  for  an  immediate  application 
to  parliament,  for  the  unqualified  repeal  of  the  whole 
penal  code  was  too  formidable  to  be  damped  or  dis- 
appointed.  Lord  Fitzwilliam  judged,  it  could  not 
be  postponed  without  danger.  Mr.  G  rattan,  who  com- 
manded the  confidence  of  the  catholics,  and  of  the  lord 
lieutenant,  on  the  24th  of  January^  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  the  catholics  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  to  be  re- 
stored to  the  full  enjdynleat  of  the  constitution,  by  a 
repeal  of  all  the  penal  laws  still  affecting  the  catholics 
of  Ireland.  It  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  which 
was  soon  laden  with  similai-  petitions  from  every  dis- 
tinct body  of  catholics  through*.Lt  the  realm.  On 
the  12th  of  February,  17^5,  Mr.  Grattan  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  the  bill,  whiuh  was  opposed  only  by 
Dri  Duigeiian,  Mr.   Ogle,  and  Colonel  Blaquieref* 

♦  The  spieecheS  of  Lord  FitzwiMiam  ind  Mr.  Grattan,  and  the 
ditifereiit  Hddres<ie^,  are  to  be  seen  in  my  Hist.  Rev.  Vol.  il. 
I).  478,  &Ci 

f  Letter  to  Lord  Carlisle.  It  rarely  bapjK-.os,  that  such  mys  - 
terious  and  dark  transactions,  as  this  government  opposition 
to  the  open  and  avovi'ed  measures  of  the  king*s  ostensible  ministers 
are  fairly  brou^lit  to  light.  The  Irii^i  nation  and  the  public  are 
highly  indebted  ta  ibe  candour  and  inde{)endente  of  this  distin- 
guished noblemao>  for  having  disclosed  the  truth  in  his  invaluable 
letter  to  Lord  Carli&le.  It  defies  cavil,  doubt,  and  contradict ioa« 
and  must  hand  down  the  noble  and  patriotic  writer  to  the  love  and 
veneration  of  the  latest  posterity. 

VOL.  II.  2  A 
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•1^^  ihclr  viceroy  \^as  about  to  be  recalled.  If  it  arose 
from  anv  new  rtstricnon  on  his  wishes  to  realize  the 
profess  ens  of  his  aJniii.istraticn,  or  to  fill  his  high 
sfati*  n  virh  h  nciir,  his  resi'rivation  reflected  the  hL:h- 
est  lu>trc  :ii  the  dig:  iM  of  his  nature  and  the  puriiy  of 
his  pri:iv:ipljs  ;  h.it  a*^  h^-  ^till  hopi^J  measures  had  not 
prco. edtJ  il»  tliat  knjifj,  which  must  deprive  the 
c«:'iiitry,  in  ^o  critical  a  jar.c^i^ro,  of  the  auspices  of  a 
nobleiiian,  who  came  tlio  harbinger  an  J  the  hostage  of 
h^-r  poliiical  salvati  n,  lie  moved  for  an  address  to  his 
excellency  to  implc^re  his  coiitii-u.ir.ce  amonost  them. 
Mr.  Duq'ier)  sjcoiiJeJ  the  iiioiiiui.  He  and  the  h»>- 
nouiable  baronet  had  JiiFered  from  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  house  respecting  the  ruinous  war  ;  but 
if,  after  voting  the  enormous  supply  of  1,7*  0,000/.  to 
save,  if  po>sibIe,  the  empire  from  destruction,  they 
were  to  be  deprived  of  the  administration  of  that  no- 
ble:naii,  to  whom  the  people  loc^kcd  up  with  couHd- 
ence,  he  feand  the  gre-t  arid  j-aUitary  measures  of 
reform,  retrenchineut.  and  responsibility  would  vanish, 
and  the  cath  )Iics  ...f  Ireland,  instead  of  the  accomplish- 
ment of  .!ieir  hopi-e,  would  have  the  gate  cf  the  castle 
slapped  in  their  faces,  and  be  reluscd  the  blessings  of 
the  constitution.  He  severely  animadverted  upon  Mr. 
Piit's  conduct,  who,  not  satisfied  witn  having  involved 
ti-e  empire  in  a  disastrous  war  intended  to  complete 
the  mischief,  by  risking  the  internal  peace  of  Ireland, 
making  the  friends"  of  that  country  the  dupes  of  his 
fraud  and  artifice,  in  ordtr  to  swindle  the  nation  out  of 
1,700/MX)/.  to  support  the  war,  on  the  faith  of  mea- 
inures,   which   he  inleuJed  should  be  refused.     Oft 
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the  2d  of  March,  Sir  Lawrence  Parsons  moved  for  a  ^'^9^* 
three  months'  money  bill,  which  Mr.  Conolly  proposed 
to  compromise,  and  the  house  dividexi,  g4  for  and 
14G  against  Sir  Lawrence  Parsons' rnQtioHt  Mr  Co. 
polly  then  proposed  three  resolutions.  '^  1 .  That  his 
excellency  Earl  Fitzwiiliam  had,  by  his  conduct  since 
his  arrival  in  that  kingdom,  merited  the  thanks  of  that 
house  and  the  confidence  of  the  people.  %.  That  to 
prorogue  the  parliament  before  the  grievances,  of 
which  the  people  complained,  were  redressed,  would 
be  highly  inexpedient.  3.  That  the  foregoing  resolu- 
tions be  laid  before  his  majesty."  The  first  of  these 
resolutions  was  carried  unanimously ;  the  two  other^ 
at  the  instance  of  Lord  Milton  and  Mr.  Grattan*, 
were  withdrawn.  On  the  10th  of  March,  the  house 
adjourned  to  the  24th,  when  the  money  bills  were 
carried  up  to  the  lords,  and  the  house  then  further  ad-t 
journed  to  the  1 3th  of  April,  in  order  to  allow  timQ 
for  the  new  arrangements. 

1  he  report  of  Larl  Fitzwilliam's  intended  removal  ^^vo>n  of 

.  Lord  Fiiz- 

was  no  sooner  credited,  than  an  umversal  despond-  wiiham's 
ency,  m  some  mstances  bordcrmg  on  desperation,  »"fi  »ts  ef- 
seized  the  nation.  Meetings  were  formed  to  convey 
to  their  beloved  governor,  their  high  sense  of  his  vir- 
tue ajnd  patriotism,  and  their  indignation  at  his  and 
their  country's  enemies.  The  spirit  of  discontent  vras 
not  confined  to  the  catholiQs«  The  dissenters,  and  as 
many  of  the  protestant^  of  the  establishment,  as  had 
not  an  interest  in  that  monopoly  of  power,  which  Lord 

•  IS  Pari.  Deb.  p.  142. 
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1795.  FitzwQUam  had  so  openly  attaclLed  and  so  fearfullf 
alarmed,  felt  the  irresistiible  effect.  All  good  Irishmen 
beheld  with  sorrow  and  indignation  the  reconciliation 
of  all  parties,  interests,  and  religioDS  defeated,  the 
cup  of  national  union  dashed  from  their  eager  lips,  and 
the  spirit  of  discord  let  loose  upon  the  kingdom  with 
an  enlarged  commission  to  enflame,  aggrarate,  and 
destroy.  The  catholics  of  Dublin  took  the  lead  *,  and 
deputed  three  of  their  body  to  present  a  petition  to  the 
king  at  the  levee,  praying  on  behalf  of  their  body, 
that  his  majesty  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  con- 
tinue his  excellency  in  the  government  of  Ireland. 
On  the  5th  of  March,  the  Duke  of  Leinster,  in  the 
house  of  lords,  rose  at  a  late  hour,  and,  after  pre- 
facing what  he  was  about  to  propose  with  a  warm 
and  affectionate  eulogy  upon  the  character  of  Lord 
Fltzwilliam,  moved  the  following  resolution,  '^  that 
his  excellency  Earl  Fltzwilliam  since  his  arrival  in  that 
kingdom,  had,  by  his  public  conduct,  merited  the 
thanks  of  that  house,  and  the  confidence  of  the  coun- 
try.'* Lord  Dillon  (^posed  the  motion  :  upon  which 
a  warm  debate  ensued  ;  but  with  a  slight  amendment^ 
the  resolution  passed.  The  ferment  in  the  country 
was  greatly  increased  by  the  rumours  then  afloat  con- 
cerning the  extraordinary  movements  in  the  cabinets 
of  both  kingdoms. 
Catholics*  On  the  27th  of  February,  1 795,  the  catholics  of 
Mr.  Grat-    Dublin  appointed  two  gentlemen  of  their  body  to  pre- 


n 


*  The  rcsolutioiif  of  lUis  meeting  are  given  in  mj  Hist.  Rcf . 
yolr  II.  p.  503. 
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sent  an  address  to  Mr.  G rattan,  which  fully  spoke  179^< 
their  feelings  and  sentiments  of  the  political  posture  of 
afiairs :  to  which  they  received  an  immediate  answer, 
which  has  been  more  censured  by  the  enemies,  and 
applauded  by  the  friends  of  that  gentleman,  than  any 
thing,  that  ever  came  from  his  mouth*. 

*  Mr.  Grattan*8  reply  to  that  address  is  too  pointed  and  appro* 
priate  to  existing  circumstances  not  to  submit  parts  of  it  to  the 
reader.  ''  In  supporting  you,  I  support  the  protestant :  we  have 
but  one  interest  and  one  honour  ;  and  whoever  gives  privileges  to 
you,  gives  vigour  to  all.  The  protestant  already  t>egins  to  perceive 
it.  A  late  attack  rallied  the  scattered  spirits  of  the  country  finoni  the 
folly  of  religious  schism  to  the  reo>llec(ion  of  national  honour ;  and 
a  nation*s  feuds  ate  lost. in  a  nation's  resentment.  Your  emanci- 
pation will  pass,  rely  on  it;  your  emancipation  must  pass:  i/i 
may  be  death  to  one  viceroy ;  it  will  be  the  peace-offerir^  of  an- 
other i  and  the  laurel  may  be  torn  firom  the  dead  brow  of  one  go* 
vernoTy  to  be  craftily  converted  into  the  olive  of  his  successor. 

'*  Let  me  advise  you  by  no  means  to  postpone  the  consideration 
of  your  fortunes  till  after  the  war  :  rather  let  Britain  receive  the 
benefits  of  your  zeal  during  the  exigency  which  demands  it;  and 
you  yourselves,  while  you  are  Aghiing  to  preserve  the  blessings  of 
a  constitution,  have  really  and  bona  fide  those  blessings. 

"  My  wUh  is,  tliat  you  may  be  free  now :  there  is  no  other 
pdicy,  which  is  not  low  and  little :  let  us  at  once  instantly  embrace 
and  ^really  emancipate* 

^'  On  this  pr'mciple  I  mean  to  introduce  your  bill,  with  your 
permission,  immediately  after  the  recess. 

*«  His  excellency,  Lord  Fits wi'liam,  may  boast  that  he  offered 
to  the  empire  the  affections  of  millions,  a  better  aid  to  the  war 
than  htt  enemies  can  furnish,  who  have  forfeited  those  affections, 
and  put  themselves  in  their  place. 

''  So  decidedly  have  the  measures  of  Ireland  served  the  empire, 
that  those,  whp  were  concerned  in  them,  might  appeal  from  the 
cabals  of  the  British  cabinet  to  the  sense  of  the  Britiah  natioo.    J 
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Vfifi'         Addresses  and  resolutions  wore  daily  niultiplied 
lAifdFitx-   fxom  diflferent  bodies  of  catholics,  who  not  content 

witliani  *  "    •  ■  «  •  t  •       •  Jk 

ttavci  ke-  i^dth  having  addressed  his  Majesty,  his  viceregent^  9na 
parliament^  now  addressed  particular  chaiac;ters  of 
extraordinary  influence  or  supposed  power  in  the 
country,  as  the  last  resort  in  their  despondency  j 
callinff  upon  their  exertions  to  prevent  the  threatened 
catastrppher     All  wa2|  fruitless.     Qn  the   25th  of 

luK)w  of  no  came  afibrded  fat  the  displeatuiie  o£  the  British  cab:? 
net ;  but  if  semces  done  to  Irdaod.  are  crimen,  which  cannot  bo 
aioned  for  by  exertiohi  lor  the  empire,  I  most  larnmt  tlie  gloonay ' 
fifOflpecttof  both  kingdomty  and  receive  aditcbai^e  from  the  ser* 
vice  of  gofornment  as  the'  only  honour  an  Engiifb  minister  can 
confer  on  an  Irish  subject. 

•  '"I  conceive  the  continaance  of  Lord  Fitxwilliaro  is  neccssaiy 
'ftr  the  prosperity  of  this  kingdom :  his  firm  integrity  is  fbrmed  to 
correct,  hb  mild  manners  to  reconcile,  and  bis  private  example  to 
discountenance  a  progress  of  vulgar  and  rapid  pollution  :  if  he  is  tQ 
retire,  I  condole  With  my  country— for  myself,  the  pangs  on  that 
occrasion,  T  should  feel  on  rendering  up  my  small  portion  of  mint- 
pterial  breath  would  be  little,  vi*ere  it  not  for  the  gloomy  prospects 
afforded  by  those  dreadful  guardians,  which  are  likely  to  succeed. 
I  tremble  at  the  return  to  power  of  your  old  task-master  \  that  com- 
bination which  galled  the  country  with  its  tyranny,  insulted  her 
by  its  manners,  exhausted  her  by  its  rapacity,  and  slandered  her 
bj  ita  malice :  should  such  a  combination  at  oner,  inflamed  as  it 
must  be  now  by  ihe  favour  of  the  British  court,  and  by  the  repro- 
bation of  the  Irish  people,  return  to  power,  I  have  no  hesitation  to 
aay,  that  they  will  extinguish  Ireland,  or  Ireland  must  remove 
them;  it  is  not  your  case  only,  but  that  of  the  nation.  1  find  the 
country  already  committed  in  the  struggle ;  I  beg  to  be  committed 
along  with  her,  and  to  abide  the  issues  of  her  fortunes.  What- 
aoever  shall  be  the  event,  I  will  adhere  to  her  interests  to  the  lasl 
moment  of  my  life.** 
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^arch,  1795,  Lord  Fitzwilliam  took  his  departure  }'^^\ 
from  Ireland,  when  the  resentment,  grief,  and  indig- 
nation of  the  public  were  most  strongly  marked.  It 
was  a  day  of  general  gloom  :  the  shops  were  shut ;  no 
|>usiness  of  any  kind  was  transacted,  and  the  whole 
pity  put  on  mouming.  His  coach  was  drawn  to  the 
water-side  by  some  of  the  most  respectable  jcitizens^ 
and  cordial  sorrow  appeared  on  every  coimtenaiic^; 


.»^^ 
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^JjJPJ*^'  Earl  Camden,  who  before  the  aj^intment  of 
Lord  Cam-  \^\^  immediate  predecessor  had  been  destined  by  Mr. 
Pitt  to  fill  the  situation  of  viceroy,  as  the  best  calcu- 
lated to  continue  the  system  of  Lords  Buckingham 
and  Westmoreland,  arrived  in  Dublin,  five  days  after 
Lord  Fitzwilliam  had  left  it.  Mr.  Pitt's  two  grand  d> 
jects  had  been  carried  by  the  unprecedented  vote  of 
1,700,000/.  towards^  carrying  on  the  war,  and  the 
degradation  and  further  division  of  the  proselytes  he 
had  enticed  from  the  Rockingham  party.  So  much 
displeasure  appeared  on  Lord  Camden's  arrival,  that 
it  was  found  necessary  to  call  out  the  military  to  pre- 
vent outrage. 
Catholic         Still  the  rage  for  meetings  continued.   On  the  9th  of 

mcf  ting  ^'^  .,      ,  ,  , 

Francis-  Apnl  the  cathollcs  met  in  their  chapel  in  Francis- 
Street,  in  Dublin,  to  receive  the  report  of  the  dele- 
gates, who  had  presented  their  petition  at  St.  James's : 
when  Mr.  Keogh  reported,  that  in  execution  of  their 
mission  they  had  on  the  13th  of  March  presented 
their  petition  to  his  Majesty,  and  had  received  what 
was  generally  termed  a  gracious  reception.  That  they 
had  afterwards  felt  it  their  duty  to  request  an  audience 
with  the  Duke  of  Portland,  the  secretary  of  state  for 
the  home  department,  to  receive  such  information  as 
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he  should  think  fit  to  Impart  relative  to  his  Majesty's  iTO^ 
determination  on  the  subject  of  their  address.  That 
his  grace  declined  giving  any  information  whatever, 
save  that  his  Majesty  had  imparted  his  pleasure  thereon 
to  the  iord^iieutenant,  and  that  he  was  the  proper 
channel,  through  which  that  information  should  pass. 
Here  their  mission  was  determined.  Mr.  Keogh  spoke 
strongly  upon  the  critical  situation  of  affairs.  The 
failure  of  their  wishes  would,  he  hoped,  rouse  the  Irish 
legislature  to  a  sense  of  its  own  dignity.  It  shewed, 
that  the  internal  regulations  of  Ireland,  to  which  alone 
jm  Irish  parliament  was  competent,  were  to  be  pre- 
viously adjusted  by  a  British  cabinet.  A  very  ani* 
mated  debate  ensued ;  in  which  the  speakers  emulated 
each  other  in  enhancing  the  advantages  of  an  union 
of  Irishmen  of  every  description.  And  now  for  the 
first  time  they  spoke  of  and  deprecated  an  union  with 
Great  Britain,  to  which  they  saw  the  present  system 
of  measures  was  obviously  directed. 

Whilst  this  debate  was  going  on,  a  large  party  of  Admissioa 
the  young  men  of  the  college*  came  into  die  chapel^  yoanjr  men 

<  f  the  col* 
lege  to  the 

*  **  It  has  been  the  constant  custom  with  the  Unircrslty  of  meetini^ 
Dublin,  to  present  addresses  of  congratulation  to  every  newly  ar« 
rived  chief  governor :  that  dny  was  appointed  for  presenting  their 
offering  to  Lord  Camden.  While  tlie  procession  was  on  its  way, 
the  students,  as  if  with  one  consent,  broke  off*,  and  left  the 
provost  and  Fellows  to  make  what  appearance  before  his  ei^cel- 
lency  they  might  think  fit,  while  they  themselves  turned  into  • 
cofiee -house,  at  the  Castle  gate ;  and  there  prepared  an  address 
to  Mr,  Grattan,  approving  of  his  public  character  and  conduct* 
This  they  presented  directly,  and  having  done  so,  they  repaired 
\q  Frands-street  chapel^  where  the  catholics  were  as!»eaibled. 
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J^^     and  were  most  honorably  received.     The  freedom  of 
speech  used  by  the  gentlemen,  who  took  part  in  thia 
debate,  gave  heinous  offence  at  the  castle, 
jjord-iicu-         On  the  1  Sth  of  April,  1 795,  Lord  Cole  moved  a 

^nant  ad- 
dressed,      congratulatory  address  to  the  lord- lieutenant  on  his 

arrival  to  take  on  him  the  government  of  the  kingdom, 

which  was  carried  without  a  division.     Mr.  Grattan 

however  said,  he  felt  himself  much  more  strongly 

inclined  to  condole  with  the  country  on  the  recal  of 

Lord  Iltzwilliam,  than  to  congratulate  it  on  the  ap* 

pointment  of  Lord  Camden,   He  afterwards  moved  for 

^  committee  to  enquire  into  the  state  of  the  nation,  on 

which  occasion  he  confidently  asserted  what  he  knew 

\yas  generally  known,  that  the  Duke  of  Portland  had 

declared*,  ^  he  accepted  office  principally  with  a  view 

to  reform  the  abuses  in  the  government  of  Ireland ; 

that  the  system  of  that  government  was  execrable :  so 

execrable,  as  to  threaten  not  only  Ireland  with  the 

greatest  misfortune,  but  ultimately  the  empire;  that 

his  grace  would  have  gone  in  person,  if  he  had  not 

found  a  second  self  in  Lord  Fiizwiiliam,  his  nearest 


They  entered  while  Mr.  Keogh  was  speaking  ;  and  that  ready  as 
well  as  able  orator  instantly  seized  the  incident,  and  hallowed  the 
oraen.  They  were  received  with  the  most  marked  respect  and 
affection  $  the  catliolics  taking  that  opportunity  of  shewing,  that 
the  language  of  union  and  brotherly  love,  which  they  were  utter- 
ing, only  expressed  the  sentiments  nearest  their  hearts."  Pieces 
of  Irish  History^  p.  1 14.  The  address  to  Mr.  Grattan  and  his 
answer  are  very  interesting,  and  may  be  seen  in  my  Historical 
Review,  p.  5/2. 

*  15  Pari.  Deb,  p.  l65. 
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and  dearest  friend,  whom  he  persuaded  to  accept  the  }^'^\ 
Irish  govenlment,  and  to  whom  he  committed  the  im- 
portant office  of  reforming  the  manifold  abuses  in  that 
goveiulment.  That  the  removals  were  stipulated  for 
by  that  part  of  the  British  cabinet :  and  cathoUc 
emancipation  was  not  only  the  concession  of  that 
quarter  of  the  cabinet,  but  its  precise  engagement.*' 
'rhis  (list  division  under  I^ord  Cainden  of  48  for, 
and  158  against  the  motion,  shewed  the  strength  of 
government  in  the  house.  The  4th  of  May,  1795^ 
brought  on  the  important  debate  on  the  second  read- 
ing  of  the  Roman  Catholic  bill  for  their  total  eman^^ 
cipation.  The  solicitor-general  moved,  that  it  should 
be  rejected.  The  motion  was  seconded  by  Lord 
Kingsborough,  who  spoke  violently  against  the  bill. 
Almost  every  gentleman,  who  had  before  spoken  in 
parliament,  took  part  in  ihc  debate.  Mr.. Arthur 
O'Connor  made  one  of  the-  most  brilliant  speeches 
ever  heard  in  the  Irish  parliament  in  support  of  it*. 
'It  was  now  for  the  first  time  urgej,  that  if  the  bill 
should  pass,  the  King  would  infringe  his  coronation 
oath.  This  formed  the  chief  novelty  of  argument. 
Never  was  there  a  more  heated  debate  in  parlia- 
ment. Although  it  were  made  a  government  ques- 
tion^ some  of  their  usual  (more  indepeodent)  sup- 

♦  This  speech  first  raised  him  into  note;  he  was  broug^Iitinro 
parliament  by  his  uncle,  t^)nl  Louguevillcj  who  was  a  suppoiter 
of  a  J  ministration'.  Hi  j  !orriship  was  so  otfciided  with  the  speech  of 
his  nephew,  that  the  next  morning  he  sent  for  liim,  and  desirrd 
him  to  resign  bis  seat,  which  accordingl^r  he  did.     .     '      '        : 
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^^^  poitersy  left  them  on  this  occasion,  and  at  the  hal£|iast 
ten  o'clock  of  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  Bllay,  die 
house  divided*  155  for  rejecting  the  bill  and  S4  against 
it.  Thos  was  an  end  put  to  the  fond  and  omfident 
expectation^  uidi  which  the  great  bulk  of  the  Iridi 
nadon  had  been  encouraged  to  look  to  their  emand* 
pation* 

Sir  Lawrence  Persons  on  the  i  Sth  of  May,  mofed 
a  resolution,  of  which  he  had  long  given  notice,  which 
was  delated  with  more  personal  acrimony  than  any 
question  throughout  the  session.  The  resolution  was, 
*^^  that  John  Earl  of  Westmoreland,  by  audiorizing 
such  a  number  of  regular  troops  to  be  sent  out  of  tfa» 
country,  as  left  the  remsunder  considerably  less  than 
the  number  appointed  by  law  for  the  defence  thereof, 
had  been  guilty  of  a  violation  of  the  compact  entered 
into  with  the  crown,  and  of  dispensing  whh  the  law 
of  the  land."  It  was  met  by  the  question  for  adjourn- 
ment,  which  after  midnight  was  carried  by  a  majority 
of  83  against  23.  The  only  question  of  notice,  that 
occurred  during  the  remainder  of  the  session,  was  Mr. 
Curran's  motion  for  an  address  to  the  crown,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Grattan :  this  was  also  defeated  by  the  ques- 
tion of  adjournment  without  '^.  division.  fThe  address 
was  intended  as  a  recorded  publication  of  the  senti* 

•  15  Parramenlary  Debates^  p.  37O. 

•f  The  address  is  in  the  Historical  Review,  vol.  11.  p  520i 
where  also  may  be  seen  ao  account  o(  the  conduct  of  the  British 
parlbment  upon  ilie  singular  recall  of  Lord  fitzwDliam. 
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ments,  and  justification  to  posterity  of  the  conduct  of     1799. 
the  gentlemen  of  opposition  during  that  session  of  par^ 
liament. 

On  the  5th  of  June^  1795,  the  pariiament  was  pro-  '^'"*'JJ2! 
rogued  with  the  usual  formalities.  I'he  lord-lieut> 
nant*s  speech  from  the  throne  expressed  his  Majesty^s 
acknowledgments  for  the  very  liberal  supplies,  and 
commended  the  benevolent  relief  of  the  poor  from 
the  tax  of  hearth-money ;  the  wise  foundation  of  a 
college  for  the  education  of  the  catholic  clergy ;  and 
the  satis&ctory  arrangement  of  issuing  money  from 
the  treasury. 

During  the  summer  the  defenders  rapidly  encreased.  Encre««e  of 
Severe  outrages  were  committed  upon  the  primate.  The  *nd  United 
chancellor  was  wounded  in  his  carriage  on  the  hc*ad  by  a 
stone.  The  house  of  Mr.  John  Claudius  Beresford  was 
assailed.  The  chancellor  and  all  the  Beresfords  were 
particularly  obnoxious  at  this  time,  from  their  decided 
opposition  to  parliamentary  reform  and  catholic  eman- 
cipation; and  from  their  having  been  prominently 
acdve  in  procuring  the  removal  of  Lord  Fitzwilliam. 
The  British  cabinet  replaced  those  persons,  whom  the 
people,  at  that  time,  looked  upon  as  their  greatest  ene- 
mies, and  they  resumed  their  situations  ^^th  redoubled 
propensity  to  strong  measures.  Henceforward  the  po. 
pular  societies  began  to  settle  into  a  system  of  myste- 
rious secrecy.  The  secret  committee  of  the  lords  de* 
clared,  that  *"  the  attainment  of  what  are  called  par- 
liamentary  reform  and  catholic  emancipation  were  and 

*  7  Lordtf*  Journal^  p.  560. 
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- L -.fa- HIT  r^Them  merely  as  apreteDC^ 

^z:?.  3hL  viih  a  view  to  seduce  per* 

■  -rrmrjc  ::  their  traitorous  designs, 

leading  heads  of  these 
ire  to  separate  Ireland 
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fumstances  to  decide^  to  which  point  the  common  179^ 
strength  should  be  directed }  but  still  the  whole  body, 
we  are  convinced,  would  rejoice  to  stop  short  at  re- 
form/ Another  consideration,  however,  led  the  minds 
of  reflecting  united  Irishmen  to  look  towards  a  repub^ 
lic'atKl  separation  from  England;  this  was  the  war 
with  France ;  they  clearly  perceived,  that  their  strength 
was  not  likely  tb  become  speedily  equal  to  wresting 
from  the  English  and  the  borough  interest  in  Ireland 
even  a  reform  i  foreign  asdstance  would  therefore  per- 
haps become  necess<iry ;  but  foreign  assistance  could 
only  be  hoped  for  in  proportion*  as  the  object,  to  which 
it  would  be  applied  was  important  to  the  party  giving 
it.  A  reform'  in  the  Irish  parliament  was  no  object  to 
the  French :  a  separation  of  Ireland  from  England  was 
a  mighty  one  indeed.  Thus  they  reasoned :  shall  we^ 
between  two  objects,  confine  ourselves  to  the  least-  valu^ 
able,  even  though  it  be  equally  difficult  to  be  (JtitmsioAfTi 
we  considertberelationdflrelandwitb  the  rest  of  Europe. 

^'  Whatever  progress  the  united  system  had  made, 
among  the  catholics  throughout  the  kingdom,  untit 
after  the  recal  of  Lord  Fitzwilliam,  notwithstanding 
many  resolutions,  which  had  appeared  from  them, 
manifesting  a  growing  spirit,  they  were  considered  as 
entertaining  an  habitual  spirit  for  monarchy,  btlt  also 
as  being  less  attached  than  the  presbyterians  to  politi- 
cal liberty.  There  were,  however,  certain  men  among 
them,  who  rejoiced  at  the  rejection  of  their  claims, 
because  it  gave  them  an  opportunity  of  pointing'  out 
that  the  adversaries  of  reform  were  their  adversaries : 

you  II.  ^  ^ 
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^795.  and  that  these  two  objects  could  never  be  separated 
with  any  chance  of  success  to  either.  They  used  the 
recal  of  that  nobleman,  and  the  rejection  of  his  mea- 
sures, to  cement  together  in  political  union  the  catho- 
lic and  presbyteiian  masses. 

*^  The  modem  societies,  for  their  protection  against 
informers  and  prosecution,  had  introduced  into  their 
test  a  clause  of  secrecy.  They  did  more:  they 
changed  the  engagement  of  their  predecessors  into 
an  oath ;  and  mutual  confidence  encreased,  when  ro> 
ligion  was  called  in  aid  of  mutual  security." 
Test  of  the  From  reflection  and  experience,  the  people  became 
ifishx^cn.  convinced,  that  no  system  but  that  of  union  coul4 
succeed ;  they  thereft>re  filmed  th^nselves  into  afEli- 
tited  sodeties,  and  adopted  the  following  solemn  test ; 
♦*  In  the  awful  presence  of  God,  I,  j4.  B.  do  volunta- 
rily declare,  that  I  will  persevere  in  endeavouring  to 
form  a  brotherhood  of  affection  among  Irishmen  of 
every  religious  persuasion ;  and  that  I  will  also  perse- 
vere in  my  endeavours  to  obtain  an  equal,  full,  and 
Adequate  representation  of  all  the  people  in  Ireland* 
I  do  further  declare,  that  neither  hopes,  fears,  re- 
wards,  or  punishments  shall  ever  induce  me,  directly 
or  indirectly,  to  inform  of,  or  give  evidence  against, 
any  member  or  members  of  this  or  similar  societies, 
for  any  act  or  expression  of  their's  done  or  made,  col- 
lectively  or  individually,  in  or  out  of  this  society,  in 
pursuance  of  this  obligation.*'  In  the  course  of  this 
year  united  societies  were  formed  in  most  parts  pf  th? 
kingdom^ 
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Government  became  alarmed.     Agents  were  sent     ^79^» 
to  Armagh,  to  turn  the  ferocity  and  fanaticism  of  the  Religious 
Peep-of-Day  Boys  into  a  religious  contest  with  the  ^nged"* 
catholics  under  an  imposii)g  zeal  for  church  and  King,  m^^.^^ 
Personal  animbsity  was  artfully  converted  into  Veli-  ut^^ 
gious  rancour':  and  for  the  specious  purpose  of  taking 
oflF  the  stigma  of  delinquency,  the  appellation  of  Peep- 
of-Day  Boys  was  changed  into  that  of  Orange  Men. 
At  first  no  person  of  consequence  appeared  in  it :  the 
first  lodge  was  formed  on  the  21st  of  September, 
1795.     Like  the  United  Irishmen,  they  were  soon  af- 
filiated, and  their  numbers  increased.    They  pretended 
to  support  the  constitution  in  the  spirit  of  William  the 
Prince  of  Orange*    Their  practices  were  intolerant  and 
exterminating.     *  Their  original  test  was  said  to  have 
been :  "  In  the  awful  presence  of  Almighty  God,  I,, 
/jf.  JB.  do  solemnly  swear,  that  I  will,  to  the  utmost 
of  my  power,  support. the  King  and  the  present  go- 
vernment ;  and  I  do  further  swear,  that  I  will  use  my 
ptmost  exertions  to  exterminate  all  the  catholics  of  the 
kingdom  of  Irelaiid/*  The  great  increase  of  the  Orange 
insdtution  did  not  take  place  till  the  ensuing  year. 


*  Thii  form  of  test  is  what  is  genen\\[j  believed  to  have  been 
ia  uae  amongst  the  Orangenieht  but  the  author  has  no  authentic 
docoroent  for  it.  It  is  so  stated  in  a  pamphlet  published  in  1797* 
called,  A  View  of  the  present  State  of  Ireland,  by  an  Observer, 
«aid  to  have  been  written  by  Mr.  A.  O'Connor.  They  were  sai4 
to  have  had  0  secret  test,  which  they  called  their  JPur/^  OaM. 
The  secret  committee  oi  the  lords  in  1798  asked  Mr.  A.  0*Coki«' 
DOT,  if  goremment  had  any  thing  to  do  with  their  Oaih  ofExier^ 
TfiincUi^j^  which  presupposes  them  to  have  had  oce* 

3b2 
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1 79^-  The  boldness  of  the  d^enders  in  the  summer  of  1 79^ 
LoM  Or-  assumed  a  most  formidable  appearance.  So  far  were' 
tironKiacft-  they  from  being  countenanced  by  the  catholics,  that 


their  most  open  outrages  were  attempted  against  some 
catholic  magistrates  in  the  county  of  Kildare,   where 
they  appeared  in  bodies  of  several  hundreds.  Lord  Car- 
bampton,  impatient  or  dissatisfied  at  the  law's  delay, 
undertook  to  exert  a  vigour  beyond  it.     He  emptied 
sill  the  prisons  of  their  tenants^  and  without  form  of 
trial  deiit  themj  and  every  one  he  chose  to  su^ct  of 
Av^iiifAcf^i  on  hisi  own  authority,  to  serve  on  board 
the  fleet.     Above  IdOO  were  thu^  transported  from 
their  honfies  during  the  stimmer.     The  measure  was 
^  highly  applauded  by  government,  as  it  was  severely 
reprobated  by  the  opposition.     In  the  summer  assizes 
of  this  year  sevei^l  defenders  weire  tried  and  found 
guilty  of  high  treason ;  and  the  animosity  of  the  De- 
fenders and  Peep-of-Day  Boys  was  renewed  in  the 
county  of  Armagh,  to  such  a  degree,  that  on  the  21st 
of  September j  the  battle  of  the  Diamond,  so  called 
from  the  Village  of  that  name^  was  fought,  in  which 
the  defenders,  though  greatly  superior  in  number^ 
were  worsted  with  considerable  slaughter.     From  this 
defeat  of  the  defenders,  are  to  be  traced  the  increased 
rancour  and    ferocity  of  their  opponents,  who  bad 
formed  themselves  into  clubs  of  Orangemen,  and 
thereby  having  increased  their  strength,  meditated  the 
eictermination  of  the  whole  race  of  catholics  out  of 
the  county  of  Armagh, 
fcriitracnt       When  the  parliament  met  on  the  21st  of  January, 
^796,  the  lord-lieutenant  after  having  alluded  to  th^ 
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general  aflfairs  of  the  continent,  and  noticed  some  }7^\ 
domestic  occurrences,  and  prepared  them  for  a  heavy 
loan,  adverted  to  those  secret  and  treasonable  associa^ 
tions,  the  dangerous  extent  and  malignity  of  which  had 
in  some  degree  been  disclosed  on  several  trials,  and  to 
the  disturbances,  which  had  taken  place  in  some  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  and  called  upon  their  prudence  and 
wisdom  to  devise  such  measures  as,  together  with  a 
continuance  of  those  exertions,  and  the  additional 
powers,  which,  by  the  'advice  of  the  privy  council, 
he  had  thought  it  necessary  to  establish  in  different 
counties,  would  prevent  the  return  of  similar  ex- 
cesses. Upon  die  motion  for  an  address,  Mr.  GrattaA 
objected  only  to  that  part  of  the  address,  which 
expressed  a  confidence  in  the  present  administra* 
tion.  The  people  of  Ireland  were  loyal  to  their 
Sovereign,  for  which  they  had  been  treated  with  in- 
solence and  contumely.  The  system  of  the  admini- 
stration for  several  years  had  been  profligate  and  cor- 
rupt. The  hornets  qi  government  had  been  sent  out  to 
the  different  grand  juries,  in  order  to  procure  addresses 
and  resolutions  to  wall  out  the  catholics  from  the  con- 
stitution,  as  the  English  had  formerly  walled  out  the 
Scotch,  and  the  Chinese  the  Tartars.  The  British 
cabinet,  during  the  administration  of  Lord  FitzwilUam, 
had  broken  faith  with  Ireland.  He  reprobated  the 
conduct  of  Lord  Westmoreland  in  granting  the  rever- 
sion of  every  capital  employment  m  the  kingdom,  after 
his  successor  had  been  appointed ;  said  that  during  his 
administration,  fourteen  new  employments  had  been 
/created,  and  thirteen  reversions  granted  away.    The 
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179^-  conduct  of  ihc  British  cabinet  towards  their  country 
was  influenced  by  false  witnesses  against  Ireland ;  by 
b:ul  viceroys,  who  had  acted  in  their  admuiuitration 
unfavorably  to  Ireland ;  and  if  not  by  viceroys,  the 
British  cabinet  was  uifluenced  by  clerks,  by  spies^  and 
by  runners.  Fourteen  only  supported  his  amend- 
mcnt,  agtiinst  122. 
Strong  The  attorney-general  besides  bringing  in  two  bills, 

ir.troiruccd  fcr  preventing  insurrecdons,  tumuks,  and  riots,  and 
t.;r:!fy.gf.  for  indjinuifying  magistrates  acting  against  the  law, 
''■"■■        jiiovcd  the  foJiowing  resolutions : 

J.  "  Hesoheefj  Tbm  the  spirit  of  conspiracy  and 
outrage,  which  has  appeared  in  certain  parts  of  this 
kingdom,  and  has  shewn  itself  in  various  attempts 
to  assassinate  magistrates,  to  murder  witnesses,  to 
plunder  houses,  and  seize  by  force  the  arms  of  his 
Majesty's  peaceable  subjects,  requires,  that  more  ef- 
fectual powers  should  be  given  to  the  magistracy. 

J.  "  Resolved,  That  (in  such  parts  of  this  kingdom, 
as  the  said  spirit  has  shewn  itself,  or  to  which  there 
may  be  cause  to  apprehend  its  being  extended)  it  will 
be  necessary,  that  the  magistracy  should  have  enlarged 
po,jer5  of  searching  for  arms,  ammunition,  and  wea- 
p^of  pftnce,  and  of  seizing  or  securing  the  same, 
|.«e  preservation  of  the  peace,  and  the  safety  of 


^|«9a4  propprties  of  his  Majesty's  peaceable  and 


fiSThai  from  the  many  attacks,  which 
on  the  houses  of  Individuals,  by  large 
insurgents,  for  die  purpose  of  taking 
by  force,  and  murdering  those,  who 
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had  the  spirit  to  inforce  the  laws,  or  give  information     '  T9<5. 
against  ofFenders,  it  will  be  necessarj^,  that  the  magis- 
tracy should  have  enlarged  powers,  to  prevent  such 
bodies  hereafter  from  assembling  or  meeting,  either  to 
plan  or  execute  such  horrid  purposes. 

4.  "  Resolvedy  That  it  will  be  necessary  to  give  the. 
magistracy  further  powers  with  respect  to  vagabonds, 
idle  and  disorderly  persons,  and  persons  liable  to  be 
deemed  so,  or  who  have  no  lawful  trade,  or  any  honest 
means  to  obtain  a  livelihood/* 

These  resolutions  were  ushered  in  by  a  minute  de-  Effcctiof 

,  ,  the  Rcsolu- 

tail  of  the  outrages  committed  during  the  four  preced-  tionsomht 
ing  years  by  the  Defenders;  without  reference  to  the 
atrocities  committed  during  the  same,  period  by  the 
Peep-rof-Day  Boys«  Of  those  outrages,  Mr.  Grattan 
gave  a  minute  detail.  Their  object  was  the  extermi- 
nation of  all  the  catholics  of  that  county ;  it  was  a 
persecution  conceived  in  the  bitterness  of  bigotry,  and 
carried  on  with  ferocious  barbarity  by  a  banditti,  who 
called  themselves  Orange  Boys,  or  Protestant  Boys, 
committing  massacre  in  the  name  of  God,  and  exerr 
cising  despotic  power  in  the  name  of  liberty.  They 
formed  themselves  into  a  conmiittee,  tried  the  catho- 
lics, and  sent  them  either  on  board  a  tender  or  to  a 
recruiting  officer  as  deserters.  They  gave  them  short 
notices  to  quit  their  dwellings,  in  the  bconic  words, 
''  Hell  or  Connaught  ;'*  and  they  followed  them  by 
punctual  execution  of  the  horrid  threat.  The  mea- 
sure proposed  was  defective ;  it  was  a  partial  descrip- 
tion of  the  outrages  of  the  kingdom,  and  a  partial  re* 
fnedy:  it  proposed  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the 
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1796.  constitution,  with  a  view  to  produce  peace,  leaving 
at  the  same  time,  in  one  great  county,  violence  and 
insurrection  in  a  state  of  triumph.  About  800  catho  • 
Jlc  families  of  Armagh  were  forced  by  a  violent  mob, 
and  a  supine  magistracy,  to  abandon  their  dwellings, 
slnd  carry  theoiselves  and  families,  and  tales  of  woe, 
to  their  brethren  in  the  other  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
and  Spread  the  flames  of  discoritent,  and  spirit  of  reta- 
liation. The  evil  was  greatly  aggravated  by  the  ma- 
gistrates of  the  county  of  Armagh,  several  oT  whom 
refused  to  take  the  examination  of  the  injured  catho- 
tholics.  By  some  of  those  very  magistrates  they  bad 
been  cruelly  persecuted;  others  would  hear  them 
only  out  of  the  window,  and  some  actually  turned 
them  from  their  doors  with  threats.  These  circum- 
stances  produced  a  very  spirited  sind  propei"  letter,  or 
address,  from  Lord  Gosford,  which,  by  sbnie  oh  the 
treasury  bench,  was  complained  of  as  incautious*. 
Their  argument  for  not  taking  particular  notice  of  the 
county  of  Armagh  was,  that  the  existing  laws  were 
sufficient  to  pilnish  the  crimes,  by  which  that  country 
was  convulsed ;  whereas  the  enormities  there  com- 
mitted were  emphatically  admitted  by  Lord  Gosford, 
the  governor,  to  extend  beyond  the  reach  of  the  law. 
On  the  24th  of  March  the  money  bills  were  pre- 
sented, and  on  the  1 5th  of  April  the  parliament  was 
prorogued. 

•  For  this  letter,  which  is  a  most  valuable  piece  of  uninlj^cli- 

ible  evidence  of  the  spirit  and  nature  of  the  persecutions  then  go- 

forwaitl  in  Armagh,  vide  Appeo.  to  my  Hist.  Rev.  No,  XCIX. 
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The  ferment  of  the  public  was  encreased  by  an     i79^* 
tibusive  pamphlet  written  by  one  of  the  secretaries  of  p^^^j 
the  castle,  though  published  anonymously,  reflecting  JJ^^„?*'' 
upon  Mr.  Grattan  and  Lord  Fitzwilliam.    It  produced  ^ 
a  most  virulent  war  on  paper*     It  was  generally  be- 
lieved, that  7000  catholics  had  been  forced  or  burned 
out  of  the  county  of  Armagh,  and  that  the  ferocious 

* 

-banditti,  who  had  expelled  them  had  been  encouraged, 
connived  at,  and  protected  by  the  government.     At 
the  Lent  assizes  of  this  year  the  sheriff,  governor,  and 
grand  jury  of  the  county  of  Armagh,  published  an 
'address  and  resolutions,  to  soften  the  public  impres- 
sion of  the  ferocious  outrages  of  those  exterminators. 
Their  annunciation  of  impartial  justice  to  every  deno- 
mination ^as  rather  unseasonable,  when  there  re- 
xnained  no  longer  in  their  county  aay  of  one  denomi- 
nation to  commit  outrages  upon,  or  to  retaliate  injuries. 
«These  resolutions  were  chiefly  produced  by  the  prose- 
cutions, which  had  been  carried  on  by  the  provincial 
Vommittees  of  the  United  Irishmen  against  the  most 
notorious  oflFenders,  and  some  of  the  most  guilty 
magistrates  of  Armagh.     But  that  measure  encreased 
the  mischief  in  another  way.    Many  of  those,  who  at- 
tempted to  swear  examinations,  were  killed  or  forced 
to  fly,  and  others  compelled,  by  the  fear  of  death,  to 
retract  or  contradict  the  evidence  they  had*  given. 
Most  of  those  prosecutions,  which  proceeded  were 
either  permitted  to  be  eluded  by  legal  artifice,  or  de- 
feated by  the  hand  of  power.     The  only  eflfectual 
relief,  which  the  wretched  fugitives  experienced  was 
from  the  United  Irishmen  of  Belfast.    They  found 
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\7QI!i'  it  useless  to  look  up  (ox  any  redress  to  the  taw9  of 
the  land  or  the  government  of  the  country.  As 
they  spread,  they  carried  with  them  the  fame. of 
the  sincerity  and  cordiality  of  the  northerns  to- 
wards the  persecuted  catholics  of  Armagh,  and  in- 
spired all  their  brethren  with  a  confidence  in  their 
protectors.  Their  gratitude  and  sympathies  extin- 
guished form^  prejudices  against  the  northerns  and 
dissenters ;  and  taught  remote  districts^  to  which  the 
system  of  union  had  been  till  then  unknown^  to  admire 
and  adopt  it. 
txt^nsion        About  this  time  the  union  gamed  ccHisiderable 

of  the  ^  ^  . 

union.  Strength  from  ics  coalition  with  the  defenders,  par^ 
ticularly  in  the  counties  of  Down  and  Antrim; 
and  afterwards  extended  to  others*^  From  the 
first  formadon  of  the  union^  its  most  active  members 
were  anxious  to  learn  the  views  and  intendpns  of  the 
defenders.  The  latter  wished  to  redress  many  of  those 
grievances,  against  which  the  efforts  of  the  former 
were  directed ;  but  their  wishes  were  not  sufficiently 
seconded  by  intelligence,  nor  did  their  insutudon  ap- 
pear calculated  for  co-operation  on  an  extensive  scale: 
it  seemed  almost  exclusively  catholic,  and,  as  far  as 
could  be  ascertained^  was  not  sufficiently  representa^ 
tive.  Besides^  as  most  coundes  had  something  pecu« 
liar  to  themselves,  either  in  their  test,  their  formaliues, 
or  their  signs,,  a  defender  in  one  county,  therefore, 
was  not  one  in  another ;  and  the  association,  or  rather 
mass  of  associadons,  wanted  uniformity  of  views  and 


n 
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actions.  As  it  owed  its  origin  to  religious  animosities,  }^^\ 
and  was  almost  entirely  composed  of  illiterate  persons, 
there  was  reason  to  apprehend,  it  might  still  be  vitiated 
by  bigotry  and  ignorance,  and  that  instead  of  reserv- 
ing its  physical  force  for  one  object  and  one  effort^  ic 
might  waste  itself^  as  was  actually  the  case  in  Con- 
naught,  in  partial  and  ineffectual  insurrections  ag^nst 
local  grievances*  The  united  system^  on  the  ether 
;hand,  by  pursuing  only  one  thing,  '^  an  equals  full, 
aitd  adequate .  representation  of  the  people,''  secured 
an  uniformity  of  views,  and  by  fixing  attention  on  the 
state  of  representation^  as  the  fruitful  parent  of  every 
evil^  it  suggested,  wherever  it  gained  admission,  a 
remedy  for  the  oppressions,  by  which  the  inhabitants 
were  most  afflicted.  Proceeding  on  the  principle  of 
abolishing  all  polidcal  distinctions  on  account  of  re- 
ligion, and  of  establishing  a  brotherhood  of  affccti :)n 
among  Irishmen  of  every  persuasion,  it  struck  at  the 
root  of  bigotry,'  received  the  support  and  secured  the 
co-operation  of  every  sect,  that  was  not  rendered  hos- 
tile, by  an  immediate  interest  in  the  abuses  it  proposed 
to  remedy.  Organized  under  a  series  of  committees, 
which  were  connected  together  to  the  highest  rank^  it 
was  capable  of  perfect  co-operation,  and  had  in  itself 
all  the  advantages  of  a  provisional  representative  go- 
vernment, to  which  it  was  habituating  its  members. 
There  was  no  repugnancy  in  the  tests  of  the  two 
bodies,  and  many  catholics  had  from  the  commence* 
ment  belonged  to  both.  Many  protestant  United  Irish- 
mQU  rcsolve4  tp  break  the  excluavely  catholic  appear* 
ance  of  defenderism }  there  being  nothing  ia  the  test 
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^^^  or  regulations  to  prevent  them,  they  were  sworn  into 
that  body,  and  carried  along  with  them  thdr  informa- 
tion, tolerance^  and  republicanism.  They  pointed  out 
to  their  new  associates,  that  the  something,  which  the 
defenders  vaguely  conceived,  ought  to  be  done  for 
Ireland,  was  by  separating  it  from  England  to  establish 
its  real  as  well  as  nominal  independence ;  and  they 
urged  the  necessity  of  combining  into  one  body  all 
who  were  actuated  with  the  same  views.  The  de- 
fenders, by  specific  votes  in  their  own  sodeties,  agreed 
to  be  sworn  United  Irishmen,  and  incorporated  in  Urge 
bodies  into  the  union.  It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  in 
the  summer  of  1796  few  of  the  leaders  of  the  subse- 
quent rebellious  union  were  acting  with  the  membersof 
the  first  open  and  avowed  Society  of  United  Irishmen*. 
Annins  of       t  With  a  view  of  being  prepared  as  much  as  pos- 

the  anion, 

and  the  f 

people.  •  In  the  memoir  of  O'Connor,  £mmett,  and  M*Neven,  thiej 

say  (p.  9),  ''  None  of  us  were  members  of  the  united  system  until 

September  or  October,  in  the  year  1795."     Mr.  T.  W,  Tone  had 

fied  the  country  in  \795,  upon  suspicion  of  being  implicated  in 

the  treason  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Jackson,  who  was  found  guilty  of 

high  treason  on  the  23d  of  April,  1795.    When  he  was  called 

up  to  receive  sentence,  he  died  in  court  of  the  poison  he  had  pie« 

viously  taken.  Mr.  Hamilton  Rowan  about  the  same  time  escaped 

out  of  prison  to  the  continent.    Mr.  Napper  Tandy  having  been 

indicted  for  high  treason  about  the  same  time,  was  proceeding 

to  take  his  trial -at  Dundalk  ;  when  he  was  met  about  twelve  miles 

from  that  town  by  his  attorney,  who  apprising  him.  of  the  dead 

weight  of  evidence  against  him,  returned  to  Dublin,  and  fled  to 

the  continent. 

f  Report  of  the  Secret  Committee  XVII.  Com.   Joomalsy 

DCCCXXIX.    An  account  of  the  military  oiganisatioD  is  fobs 

seen  Historical  Review,  p.  56S. 
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$ible  to  co-operate  with  the  enemy  then  expected,  acnd    ^T^ 
in  order  to  counteract  the  effect  of  the  armed  associa^ 
dons  of  yeomanry^  established  in  October,  1796,  direct 
dons  were  issued  by  the  leaders  of  the  societies,  to 
form  themselves  into  military  bodies,  and  to  be  pro- 
vided widi  arms  and  ammunidon.     These  directions 
were  so  effectually  obeyed,  that  the  numbers  of  armed 
men  in  the  province  of  Ulster  alone  amounted  nearly 
to  one  hundred  thousand,  ready  to  take  the  field  on 
the  arrival  of  the  enemy  or  whenever  they  might 
receive  orders  to  that  effect  from  their  superior  oiScers. 
The  arming  of  this  society  was  not  originally  intend- 
ed :  but  was  only  introduced  after  the  passing  the  in- 
surrection and  indemnity  acts^  when  the  people  began 
to  be  more  than  ever  carried  towards  resistance,  and 
were  extremely  irritated  by  the  indemnified  violadons 
of  law  in  the  north  •.     The  whole  number  of  the 
united  body  now  consisted  of  500,000  men.     About 
the  end  of  the  year  1 796,  the  United  Irishmen  grew 
much  more  outrageous  and  formidable  throughout 
the  province  of  Ulster.    But  the  charge  of  their  hold- 
ing regular  committees  of  assassination  is  hlse.   Some 
private  murders,  and  the  survivors  of  the  most  ob- 
noxious characters,  tb  whom  members  of  the  union 
had  constant  access,  would  refute  the  charge  of  any  such 
organised  system  of  bloodshed,  had  it  not  been  formally 
denied  and  disclaimed  by  the  gendemen,  who  gave  in 
a  very  correct  memoir  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  the 
union.    The  public  fever  advanced  with  the  season. 

Many  outrages  of  the  defenders  were  punished  by  the 
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2£9^  mluiary  In  2  mas:  anwai.'snuble  Baanner  upoa  innocent 
uiiincd  perso:;?,  viEho.tt  co^rge  or  trial.  Upoa  mere 
su>THc:ofl  or  absence  of  a  landkHrd,  they  burned  houses, 
maimed,  a&d  someticies  murdered  the  natives,  for 
mere!  J  inhabiting  the  districts,  into  vhlch  they  were 
sent.  Terrible  is  the  conseqoeiice  of  protecting  crime. 
At  the  assizes  of  Anni^b,  Cotond  Sparrow  was  tried 
and  fcmid  guikv  of  muriering  a  ^Ir.  Lucas ;  upoa 
his  receiving  sentence,  he  prothiced  his  Majesty*s  par* 
don  to  the  court,  and  was  isstantlj  liberated.  This 
grea.Iy  irri:a:ei  :he  pci^Ie :  as  did  the  encouragement 
given  by  govcmmem  to  Orangemen^  in  allowii^  them 
ISO  ?  jL-;euS  p2r  man,  for  arms  and  accoutrements.  la 
the  ajrjmn  of  this  year  government  encouraged  the 
fonu^iion  of  armed  corps  of  yeomanry,  which  were 
at  first  sirorsgly  disrelished  and  c^iposed  by  many; 
a::d  the  came  lies  not  being  generaiiy  admitted  bto 
th:se  c?rp5.  resumed  their  rejecdoa  as  an  invidioas 
dLs:i."  :::3n,  teciing  to  question  their  loyalty  and  sin* 
c:;rl:y  :p.  ihcir  cour.rrv's  cause.  They  accordinglT 
^-i:::i  :a  Mr.  Pelham,  the  secreary,  fsr  leave  to  raise 
a  ci:I.:,Uc  ccrps,  but  were  tcIJ,  that  if  they  chose 
ihcy  mi^hi  jchi  :he  ccMps  then  raidbg  by  their  pro- 
t?£ur.:  fj'i^-w-sub'ecis.  Some  f eisr  cid ;  but  theshr- 
ne<s  sTiJ  rclucrance.  with  which  cithoHcs  were  ad- 
inl::ed  L-::^  ihe  prrrestin:  corps  of  yeomanry,  kept 
mc::  ZTzn  i-hung  them.  The  dread  of  a  French  in- 
rs>:  n  v.a.^  the  cstei^ble  reason  for  embodying  these 
co.~pr.  Nc:h;:>z  5o  much  reconciled  them  to  the 
public,  S3  ihvi  :":nnaue«n  of  the  lawyer's  corps.  At 
n  gez^eril  mecurg  cf  the  bar,  ca  the  1  ivh  of  Septeni* 
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ber,  1796,  it  was  resolved,  that  they  held  it  expedient,     J7d^ 
with  the  permission  of  government,  to  form  an  armed 
association  for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom. 

It  was  objected  to  the  administration^  that  whilst  ^JJJjJ^'* 
they  proclaimed  the  houghing  of  a  bollock  in  the  *^  orangtj 
south,  they  smothered  in  silence  the  murder  and  pro- 
scription of  hundreds  of  human  beings  in  the  north : 
that  no  statute^  proclamation^  or  resolutions  of  public 
bodies,  had  specified  or  punished  the  crimes  of  the 
Orangemen  in  Armagh,  no  perpetrators  of  them  had 
been  punished^  not  a  single  magistrate  had  been 
stricken  out  of  the  commission,  though  many  were 
known  to  have  connived  at  and  encouraged  those  outr 
rages :  and  that  several  were  rewarded  by  commands 
in  the  yeomanry  corps,  and  otherwise  favored  by  go- 
vernment. An  invitation  from  the  county  and  borough 
of  Armagh  to  Mr.  Pelham  and  Dr.  Duigenan,  to  re- 
present  them  in  the  ensuing  parliament,  riveted  in  the 
minds  of  the  great  mass  of  the  people  the  firmest  con- 
viction, that  the  impmiity  of  these  fanatic  extermi- 
nators of  Armagh  found  countenance,  support,  and 
fiavor  from  the  seat  of  civil  and  ecclesiastical  power. 
The  congenial  opposition  given  by  Mr.  Pelham  and 
Dn  Duigenan  to  the  question  of  catholic  emancipa- 
tioUj  recommended  them  to  Ajmagh.  The  coatmry 
spirit  of  toleration  endeared  Colonel  (now  I«ord) 
Hutchinson*  to  the  city  of  Cork. 

*  In  his  address  to  the  electors  of  Cork  on  the  6th  of  October, 
1796^  amongst  other  matters,  this  gentleman^  whose  gaUant  con- 
duct his  sovereign  has  since  rewarded  with  a  peerage,  thus  accost- 
#d  his  constituents  after  tb«  usual  introductory  compliments. 
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>796-  The  parliament  met  on  the  ISth  of  October,  ,1796;' 
Early  mert-  "^^^^  *^  lord-lieutenant  informed  them,  that  his  Ma- 
T^^tT''  J^  ^^^  required  their  attendance  thus  early  in  conse- 
quence of  the  enemy's  threatening  a  descent  upon  that 
kingdom,  which  he  confided  in  the  ^irit,  loyalty,  and^ 
zeal  of  his  faithful  people  of  Ireland  to  repel  t  now  for 
the  first  time  he  took  tender  notice  of  the  disturbances 
of  Armagh.    •  **  I  have  however  to  lament,  that  in  one" 

^  It  would  be  ridicoloctf  in  rae  to  nute  you  a  Tain  disfhj,'  wad 
an  idle  pageantry  of  tny  Ic^ty,  which  no  man  has  ever  presQined' 
to  doubt  or  deny.  Brought  np  in  the  army  almost  from  my  io« 
£incy>  and  now  a  general  officer  in  the  King*i  senrice,  I  must  be 
lojal  from  duty,  interest,  affection,  habit,  and  fiseling ;  it  would 
be  too  late  for  me  to  desert  that  cause,  for  which  I  lunre  fought^ 
and  for  which  I  am  ready  to  die. 

^'  I  love  and  revere  our  glorious  constitution ;  I  hafe  studied 
and  endeavoured  to  comprehend  its  principles,  and  have  yet  to 
learn,  that  th^  tend  to  exclusion  or  intolerance.  Sura  I  am,  that 
the  representation  of  all  freehold  property  is  the  basis,  upon  which 
it  is  erected }  and  that  every  departure  from  this  its  vital  principle, 
is  a  violation  of  that  constitution,  which  will  be  most  applauded 
by  those,  who  understand  it  best.  To  unite  all  sects  in  one  com- 
mon comprehension,  to  consolidate  the  nation,  in  order  to  give 
security  to  the  people,  strength  to  the  empire,  and  dignity  to  the 
crown,  has  ever  been  the  first  object  of  my  political  life.  These 
were  my  sentiments  open  and  avowed  long  before  I-  had  the  honor 
of  representing  you  in  parliament.  Your  own  eiperience  baa 
proved,  that  they  were  not  founded  in  ecror  3  you  must  have  uni« 
formly  observed,  that  the  prosperity  of  the  country  has  increased 
in  direct  proportion  with  the  relaxation  of  the  penal  code ;  and 
you,  must  be  convinced, .  that  the  circumstances  of  the  times,  and 
the  situation  of  surrounding  Europe,  imperiously  require  tho^ 
union  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  island,'* 

*  17  ^r.  Qom.  p.  9. 
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.  part  of  the  country  good  order  has  not  yet  been  en  ^9^- 
tirely  restored  j  and  that  in  other  districts  a  treasonable 
system  of  secret  confederation,  by  the  administering  of 
illegal  oaths,  still  continues,  although  no  means  within 
the  reach  of  government  have  been  left  untried  to  coun- 
teract it.'*  ♦Mr.  Grattan  objected  to  the  speech.  It  con- 
tained no  reconciling  matter.  After  a  brilliant  speech, 
h^  moved  the  following  aniendment :  "  To  represent 
to  his  Majesty^  that  the  most  effectual  method  for 
strengthening  the  country  and  promoting  unanimity 
was  to  take  such  measures,  and  to  enact  sucli  laws,  as 
to  ensure  to  all  his  Majesty's  subjects  the  blessings 
and  privileges  of  the  constitution,  without  any  distinc- 
tion of  religion."  The  amendment  was  only  sup- 
ported" by  12  against  149.  When  the  house  was  in  a 
committee  for  suspending  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act, 
Mr.  George  Ponsonby  observed,  that  were  he  to  stand 
alone,  he  should  exert  his  utmost  powers  to  resist 
the  measure.  After  a  long  and  intemperate  debate,  7 
only  voted  with  Mr.  Ponsonby,  and  137  with  the 
minister. 

The  preparations  of  the  French  for  a  descent  upon  French  in- 

fation. 

Ireland  had  been  spoken  of  throughout  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  during  the  whole  of  the  autumn,  with  a 
familiarity,  that  bred  discredit  in  the  people  and  neglect 
in  the  government.  The  armament  consisted  of 
twenty-five  ships  of  the  line,  including  the  seven  that 
composed  the  squadron  of  Admiral  Richery,  who  was 
to  join  it  with  all  speed,  fifteen  stout  frigates,  beside^ 

*  17  Pvl.  Deb.  p.  3. 
VOL, lu  2c 


C:*^      sls.'izs  iHvi  -nnspcrs  air  an  amy  cf  2J,OJO  nsm,  to 
he  c.::r.:3.izifei  by  &3xenl  K:xrie,  an  o^Ecer  of  dis- 
tzLr.-ahel  acilltr.     On  srmr  out  of  Brest,  oo  de 
i  5ti  cf  I>ic2c±e^,  ffioie  of  cie  largst  ships  struck 
i:p : a  ±e  r:<43  ai  tie  nn  icf  h  of  ie  harbour,  some  were 
Tc<t,  and  och^rs  re:difr?d  unfit  for  senice.     The  day 
afrff  is  depsm-?,  2,  jiol^sz  sccna  -arcse,  which  dis- 
persed i*  5-:et.  anil  damged  icanT  mere  of  the  Ships. 
This  rempesniGas  w^earber  Listed  ilunng  the  whole 
tiice  of  the  ezpeditioiu    On  the  24th,  Admiral  Bouret, 
coaunander  in  chief  of  the  Freeh  £eet,  anchored  with 
seven  ships  of  the  line,  and  ten  others,  in  Bantry  Bay. 
In  order  to  reconnoitre  the  country^  a  boat  was  dis» 
parched  towards  shore ;  but  it  was  immediately  cap- 
tured, and  multitudes  appeared  on  the  beach  in  readi* 
neta  to  oppose  a  bnding.     After  King  some  days  in 
this  bay,  the  stonniness  of  the  weather  increased,  and 
recelvin  T  no  intelligence  cf  General  Hoche  and  his 
staff,  who  were  in  a  frigate,  that  parted  from  the  fleet 
in  the  gale  of  win  J,  the  French  adiniral  determined 
t>  quit  his  position^  and  return  to  France.    The  land- 
cfficers  insisted  on  landing  the  troops ;  but,  as  Ge- 
neral Hoche  was  absent,  he  refused  to  comply  with 
their  representations,  and  set  siiil  for  Brest,  where  he 
arrived  on  the  last  day  of  Decemlvr.     The  other  di- 
visions of  his  fleet  had  also  the  good  fortune  to  reach 
that  harbour,  with  the  loss  upon  the  whole  of  five 
slilps,  two  of  the  line,  and  three  frigates.     Ireland, 
iK^t withstanding  the  superiority  of  the  British  fleet,  w.  $ 
bjxtecn  days  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy,  and  saved  frora^ 
atiack  only  by  the  elenjents.     For  it  is  shamef\|lljr 
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notorious,  that  no  preparation  was  made  by  land  or  179^- 
sea  to  resist  the  invasion,  on  behalf  of  either  the  British 
or  Irish  cabinet.  The  people  were  loyal,  because  left 
to  themselves.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  consterna^ 
lion,  which  the  report  of  the  arrival  of  the  French  fleet 
ofFBantry  Bay  created  in  the  capital,  except  the  loyalty 
and  zeal  of  all  ranks  of  people  to  go  out  and  meet  the 
enemy.  The  improvidence  of  government  in  not  pre- 
paring against  the  expected  attempt  of  the  enemy  was 
vehemently,  though  ineffectually,  urged  by  the  op- 
position in  the  house  of  commons*  The  peasantry 
vied  with  each  other  in  clearing  the  roads,  and  ad- 
ministering to  the  troops  whatever  comforts  their 
scanty  means  and  bountiful  hearts  enabled  them. 

The  fortuitous  failure  of  the  French  invasion  fur-  ^p<^  of 

^         the  Princ* 

Tiished  a  strong  test  of  the  loyal  disposition  of  the  Irish  ©^  waici* 

,  ,  .  ,  -  going  ovcf 

people }  and  gave  rise  to  reports,  that  measures  of  con-  ^tccroy  xq 
ciliation  towards  Ireland  had  been  resolved  on  by  the 
British  cabinet,  Catholic  emancipation  and  temperate 
reform  were  once  more  confidentially  spokrn  of:  and 
J^rd  Camden,  whose  administration  was  pledged  to 
riesist  those  two  questions^  it  was  generally  expected 
would  immediately  resign.  1  hese  flattering  prospects 
werQ  encouraged  by  a  further  report,  that  the  Prince 
of  Wales  had  offered  hi3  services  to  the  King  to  go  to 
Jreland  in  quality  of  lord* lieutenant,  and  to  exert  all 
hk  popularity  with  that  nation,  in  r^oring  it  to  tran- 

*  This  matter  wts  afterwards  brougfit  on,  and  very  warmlf 
dobated  in  both  houses  of  the  firitisJi  parliament :  but  with  tilt 
like  failare.  An  aropla  report  of  their  proceedings  may  be 
if^  historical  Review^  vol.  IL  p.  .^99,  &c. 
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fcig^iness  had  proposed   to  take 
Min  as  commander  in  chief,  with  a 
vortfay  cf  the  dignity  of  the 
'^^EW  rrral  sovereign  he  was  to  represeot. 
£  £  Us  tisi*  entered  cordially  into  the 

£  kmgdom ;  and  in  OTi& 
be  pretended,  rdative  to 


2E?  irrsL  Hari2B!»*5  sic^iasMs  upon  the  Irish  nation, 
itf  i=iI-'-j^i  X  jssxr  ^  i?  ESBsrer,  drawn  up  in  the 

language, 
sad  jad£;ment  in  favor  of 
minisrer  receiv- 
which  the  pa- 
id ^irrje  of  the  exalted  character 


wb3  =ii^  h.  ieserr^d-    It  was  the  subject  for  a  time 
:f  srsc  —prrs::  Ssct^^n  :  but  the  power  of  the 
bish   .izto  pre-Tiilei  :  the  system  of  coercion  prepon- 
denzzd  :  izi  :he  :rer  even  of  the  heir-apparent  to  the 
crown  tc  arempr  the  CDncilhtfon  of  the  Irish  pec^le  was 
rejected.  Boih  the  Brirish  and  Irish  ministefs  appeared 
to  dread  the  oppcrrjrJry,  which  Ireland  would  then 
have    of  testifying   their  predilection    and    admira- 
tion of  that  illustrious  prince  ;  and  the  occasicm,  which 
such  an  appointment  would  afford  to  his  Royal  High- 
ness  of  displaying  his  affection  for  the  people  of  Ire- 
land, in  a  mild  system  of  measures,  politic  at  all  times, 
necessary  at  that  time,  and  supereminently  congenial 
^Hth  his  own  disposition  and  sentiments. 
..  Mr.  Grattan  on  the  1 7th  of  February,  1797,  intro- 
luccd  the  question  of  catholic  emancipation-     To  his 
old  arguments  he  added  new  light  and  strength  :  he 
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discussed  all  our  continental  alliances  lost,  gained,  or  1797- 
retained :  ridiculed  the  idea  of  popish  tenets  entering 
into  the  grounds  of  their  formation  or  abandonmentt 
He  investigated  the  principles,  pretext,  and  method  of 
raising  the  Irish  brigade  of  6000  catholics,  under  ca*^ 
tholic  and  French  officers.  He  calculated  the  numeri- 
cal and  physical  advantages,  which  the  British  navy 
and  army  received  from  Ireland ;  and  concluded  by 
moving  the  following  resolution :  *  "  That  the  admis- 
sibility of  persons  professing  the  Roman  Catholic  re- 
ligion to  seats  in  parliament  is  consistent  with  the 
safety  of  the  crown,  and  the  connection  of  Great  Bri- 
tain with  Ireland/'  The  resolutbn  was  seconded  by 
Mr.  G.  Ponsonby.  Mr.  Knox,  Sir  B.  Roche,  Sir 
Frederick  Flood,  Sir  Hercules  Langrishe,  and  several 
other  members,  who  agreed  with  the  principle  of  the 
resolution,  voted  against  it,  merely  because  they  then 
thought  it  unseasonable  to  discuss  the  question.  Dn 
Duigenan  launched  into  a  diffuse  and  infuriated  phi- 
lippic against  popery,  abused  all  his  catholic  ^o>iatry- 
men,  and  treated  Mr.  Byrne  and  Mr.  Keogh  ^  noto- 
rious traitors.  The  resolution  was  negatived  upon  a 
division  of  143  against  J  9.  This  was.  the  last  time 
the  question  of  catholic  emancipation  was  brought 
before  the  hvAi  parliament. 

In  the  debate  upon  a  resolution  moved  by  Sir  L.  MrPeiham 

,  discliiiiift 

Parsons   for    encreasing   the  .yeomanry  to  50,000,  popularity, 
better  to  secure,  the  country  against  mvasion,   Mr.  Onttan't 
P^lham  said^  that  in  hearing  the  honorable  baronet^  ^^  ^* 

•  l^PulDeb.  p.  80. 

a.c3 
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*/P7-  he  had  fancied  himself  in  one  of  the  circles  in  Ger- 
many, where  different  parties  bid  for  the  people.  He 
assured  the  house,  that  were  the  French  to  come 
again,  such  measures  had  been  concerted  with  Great 
Britain,  that  a  large  body  of  troops  would  in  a  few 
hours  be  in  Ireland*  That  it  was  absurd  to  spppose, 
the  British  minister  would  not  be  interested  for  the 
safety  of  Ireland.  Mr.  Grattan  replied  to  Mr.  Pelham, 
with  grea.  animation.  ^^  The  English  servant  of  the 
English  minister  said.  What !  would  you  have  me 
bid  for  the  people  ?  He  would  say  to  that  English 
deputy  of  that  English  minister,  if  he  would  not  bid 
for  the  people,  he  might  go  about  his  business.  If 
he  would  not  bid  for  the  people,  the  monster  of  demo* 
cracy,  which  had  conquered  Spain,  Holland,  Ger- 
many, and  Italy,  by  bidding  for  the  people^  would 
bid  for  the  people  of  Ireland.  The  bidding  of  the 
minister  would  then  come  too  late.  He  had  asked, 
who  could  be  more  interested  for  the  safety  of  Ireland, 
than  the  British  minister  ?  He  would  answer,  Ireland 
herself." 
Kuri  On  the  21st  ef  March  Earl  Moira  introduced  his 

tnoti^n'in  pTOHiised  motiou  into  the  British  house  of  peers,  by  a 
pers^i^ut-  very  instructive  and  eloquent  speech  :  it  became  the 
ingtoiie-  ^^^^  interesting,  as  that  noble  lord  was  known  re- 
cently to  have  come  from  Ireland,  so  that  his  judg- 
ment could  not  be  misled  from  seeing  the  real  sute  of 
that  kingdom,  nor  his  candor  and  loyalty  be  suspect- 
ed  of  misrepresenting  it.  After  adverting  to  the  de- 
licacy of  agitating  questions,  in  which  independent 
legislatures,  and  their  respective  rights  and  privileges 
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were  involved,  he  observed,  that  if  it  appeared,  that  1797. 
the  counsellors,  more  immediately  about  his  Majesty's 
person  had  not  given  that  advice,  which  was  calcu- 
lated to  insure  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  Ii eland, 
it  was  the  duty  of  their  lordships  to  approach  the  throne 
with  advice  more  wise  and  salutary.  But  it  might  be 
said,  what  influence  could  such  an  address  carry  with 
it,  to  change  the  councils,  by  which  Ireland  was  go- 
verned ?  To  prove  the  influence  of  the  British  ca- 
binet, he  appealed  to  a  recent  fact;  he  meant  the 
recal  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam^  at  a  time  when  all  Ireland 
concurred  in  the  measures,  which  he  pursued,  when 
that  country  gave  the  fairest  prospect  of  tranquillity, 
and  the  surest  pledge  of  assistance  and  support  to 
Britain,  in  the  arduous  circumstances  in  which  she  was 
placed.  It  was  by  temper,  equity,  and  good  faith, 
that  the  distractions  of  the  Irish  were  to  be  appeased, 
and  their  affections  conciliated.  No  good  could  be 
expected  from  a  prosecution  of  the  present  system. 
He  was  confident,  however,  that  the  adoption  of  mea- 
sures, calculated  to  impress  the  people  with  confidence 
in  government,  would  quickly  call  forth  that  fond 
vaffection  of  the  inhabitants  of  [rcland  to  this  country, 
which  circumstances  might  cloud  but  could  not  extin- 
guish ;  inspire  that  zeal  so  necessary  in  the  present 
moment ;  and  furnish  those  resources,  which  were  re- 
quisite for  the  critical  situation,  in  which  the  empire 
was  placed,  and  the  arduous  contest  in  which  it  was 
engaged.  On  these  grounds  he  rested  his  motion, 
"  That  an  humble  address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty, 
praying,  that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  intcr- 

2c  4 
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^797*  pose  his  paternal  and  beneficent  interference  to  allay 
the  discontents,  which  at  present  subsist  in  his  king- 
dom of  Ireland,  and  which  threaten  the  dearest  in- 
terests of  the  British  empire."  Lord  Grenville  and 
the  rest  of  the  ministers  vehemently  opposed  the  mo- 
tion. After  a  very  interesting  debate,  the  motion  was 
rejected  by  72  against  20. 
Mr.  Fox's        Two  days  after  this  discussion  in  the  house  of  pee^^, 

•  motion  in  '  ^  ^  r 

the  Bricish   the  subjcct  \i'as  introduced  into  the  house  of  commons 

Commons. 

by  Mr.  Fox,  in  a  speech,  which  eminently  displayed 
his  liberality  and  constitutional  information.  He 
moved,  "  That  an  humble  address  be  presented  to 
his  Majesty,  that  his  Majesty  will  be  graciously  pleased 
to  take  into  his  royal  consideration,  the  disturbed  state 
of  his  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  to  adopt  such  healing 
and  lenient  measures,  as  may  appear  to  his  M«ijestj*s 
wisdom  best  calculated  to  restore  tranquillity,  and  to 
conciliate  the  affections  of  all  descriptions  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's subjects,  in  that  kingdom,  to  his  Majesty's  per- 
son and  government."  The  motion  was  seconded  by 
Sir  Francis  BurJctt  ;  and  strongly  opposed  by  Mr. 
Pitt  and  his  party.  It  was  negatived  upon  a 
division  of  2^0  against  84.  The  proceedings  in  the 
British  parliament  relative  to  the  state  of  Ireland  gave 
such  otfciice  to  Dr.  Duigenan,  that  on  the  SOth  of 
March  he  gave  notice,  that  after  the  recess,  he  should 
bring  forward  a  motion  tending  to  refute  the  lying  and 
malicious  as^^ertions  made  by  Mr.  Fox  in  the  parlia- 
meat  of  Grcai  Britain. 
McsMfTc  ^>on:e  days  after,  Mr.  Secretary  Pelham  presented 

wikncj?'    ^  mcssa^-e  from  I;is  excellency,  intimating  the  impos- 
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sibility  of  raising  the  sum  of  3,395,697/.  granted  to  '797. 
his  Majesty  upon  the  terms  mentioned  in  the  resolu- 
tion of  that  house  on  the  1st  of  March  *,  and  recom- 
mending such  measures,  as  should  be  most  prudent  to 
carry  the  intention  of  that  salutary  resolution  into  . 
effectf.  He  also  made  to  the  house  some  days  after  a 
more  important  communication,  *'that  two  committees 
of  United  Irishmen  in  Belfast,  had  been  arrested,  and 
their  papers  seized ;  which  contained  matter  of  so 
much  importance  to  the  public  welfare,  that  his  excel- 
lency had  directed  them  to  be  laid  before  the  house  of 
commons,  for  their  consideration.  That  he  should 
in  the  mean  time  pursue  those  measures,  which  had 
received  their  sanction  and  approbation,  with  unre- 
mitting vigour,  and  employ  the  force  entrusted  to  him 
in  the  most  efficient  manner  for  the  protection  of  his 
Majesty's  faithful  subjects  against  all  treasonable  de- 
signs, and  for  bringing  to  condign  punishment  those, 
who  were  endeavouring  to  overturn  the  constitution, 
and  betray  that  country  into  the  hands  of  her  ene- 
mies/* Upon  which  Mr.  Pelham '  proposed  to  refer 
them  to  a  committee  of  secrecy.  Mr.  Grattan  would 
never  agree  to  commit  the  people  of  Ireland  to  the 
mercy  of  a  secret  committee,  which  would  put  their 
lives  and  fortunes  into  the  hands  of  ministers,  whose 
misconduct  was  the  subject  of  general  complaint  in  both 
countries,  and  whose  measures,  whether  parliamentary 
or  military,  tended  equally  to  increase  the  calamities  of 

♦  17  P&rL  Debates,  p.  4(56. 
t  Ibid.  p.  477. 
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1797-  the  people.  Mr.  Pelham^s  motion  for  a  secret  committee 
was  carried :  the  committee  was  ordered  to  consist  of 
15*.  An  adjournment  of  some  weeks  took  place  to 
accommodate  those  members,  (many  they  were)  whose 
professional  duties  called  them  on  the  circuits.  Ar« 
magh,  which  had  been  for  years  the  centre  of  religi- 
ous  acrimony,  had  by  the  progress  of  the  unicMi  lost 
a  great  part  of  its  ferocity* 
f^m\  So  little  then  was  that  bond  of  union  cimsidered 

Qoioa.  treasonable,  that  at  the  Armagh  asazes,  when  the 
spirit  and  tendency  of  it  were  brought  before  the 
court  on  the  trial  of  Hanlon  and  Nogherj  who  were 
charged  with  having  tendered  an  unlawful  oath  or 
engagement  to  become  one  of  an  unlawful,  wicked, 
and  seditious  society,  called  United  Irishmen^  the  pri- 
soners were  acquitted  :  the  counsel  not  only  defended, 
but  commended  the  institution.  The  judge  thought 
the  obligation  illegal  under  the  late  act  of  parlia* 
mentf.     The  failure  of  these  two  government  prose- 

*  The  method  of  appoiniiog  the  committee  was,  for  each  mem* 
her  to  give  in  his  list  of  15.  The  persons  appointed  were  Mr. 
Pelham,  Mr.  D.  La  Touche,  Mr.  Ogle,  Mr.  J.  C.  Bcresford,  Mr. 
J.  Ste>*art,  Mr,  J.  Foster,  Mr.  Commissioner  Beresford,  Lord 
Castlereagh,  Mr.  Solicitor  Gew^ral,  Mr.  Prime  Serjeant,  Mr, 
Attorney  General,  Mr.  Maxwell,  Mr.  Alexander,  Mr.  D.  Browne^ 
Lord  Boyle 

f  Of  28  United  Irishmen,  then  in  jail,  two  trials  only  wcro 
brought  forward.  In  one  of  them,  a  soldier,  sabomed  to  prosecute 
Dogherty,  was,  upon  his  acquittal,  pot  into  the  dock  ia  his  place, 
to  abide  his  trial  for  perjury.  The  grand  jury  found  a  bill  against 
him,  and  he  remained  in  custody  to  take  his  trial.  Mr.  Cunan 
said,    in  defence  of  the  United  Irishmen  3  That  he  was  delighted 
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cutions,  and  their  backwardness  in  bringing  any  more    1797*' 
to  trial,  afforded  a  triumph  to  the  popular  party,  either 
in  the  rectitude  or  strength  of  their  cause. 

When  Mr.  Pelham  communicated  the  report  of  the  The  report 
secret  comnuttee  to  the  house,  on  the  1 0th  of  May,  comautti!**. 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  he  observed,  that 
what  then  transpired  must  convince  every  man, 
that  it  was  not  legislation,  which  should  be  resorted  to, 
to  repress  this  daring  and  dark  conspiracy,  but 
those  strong  measures,  which  the  executive  govern- 
ment  had  already  adopted,  with  the  approbation  of 
that  house.  Th^  committee  observed,  •  that  the 
United  Irishmen  made  a  pretext  of  reform  and  eman- 
cipation,  to  cover  a  design  to  subvert  instead  of  amend- 
ing the  constitution,  to  confiscate  property  and  extin- 
guish the  possessors  of  it ;  and  this  they  inferred  from 

• 

the  circumstance  of  those  two  objects  not  having  been 
mentioned  in  their  papers  as  the  end  of  their  institu-^ 
tion.  In  corroboration  of  which  opinion,  they  tran* 
scribed  a  paper  called  the  Dqnaghadee  Resolutions 
in  which  it  was  emphatically  stated  ^'  to  have  been 
the  opinion  of  the  best  statesmen,  philosophers,  and 
divines,  that  all   power  originates  with  the  people; 

to  find^  after  so  many  of  them  had  been  immured  in  dui^eonj, 
without  trialy  that  at  length  tlte  subject  had  come  fairly  before  the 
world,  and  instead  of  its  being  a  system  of  organised  treason  and 
murder,  it  proved  to  be  a  great  bond  of  national  union«  founded 
upon  the  most  acknowledged  principles  of  law,  and  every  sacred 
obligation  due  to  our  country  and  Creator. 

*  17  P^rl.  Deb.  p.  522.    Such  a  report  was  to  be  expected 
from  the  perK)ns,  vho  composed  ibat  committea 


fcforni. 
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^797'  that  when  tyrants  ufurp  power,  or  governors  legiti- 
mately constituted  degenerate  into  tyrants,  it  becomes 
the  right  and  the  duty  of  the  people  to  take  up  arms 
to  wrest  that  power  from  the  hands,  which  abuse  it^ 
and  restore  it  to  those,  to  whom  it  of  right  belongs.** 
JJ^lJJ^-  B.  Mr.  W.  B.  Ponsonby  was  urgently  pressed  by  go- 
rcsoiations  vemment  not  to  bring  forward  the  question  of  pariia- 
menury  mentary  reform,  in  the  momer.t  of  so  alarming  a  fer- 
ment of  the  public  mind.  He  deemed  it  indispensably 
necessary  then,  above  all  times,  to  agitate  and  adopt 
that  measure  as  the  only  efficient  means  of  ensuring 
the  restoration  of  peace,  confide.xe,  and  prosperity  to 
the  country.  'Ihj  galleries  had  ovl*. flowed  at  an  early 
hour^  and  the  speaker  took  the  chair  precisely  at  four 
o'clock,  when  Lord  CaLulereagh  pre-occupied  the  at- 
tention of  the  house  by  moving,  that  the  address  of  the 
lords  on  the  subject  of  the  treasonable  papers  should 
be  then  taken  into  consideration.  Ilo  proposed  an  ad- 
dress to  the  throne,  in  which  the  house  was  to  thank  his 
Majesty  for  the  measures,  uhich  had  been  already 
taken  for  restoring  the  due  obsen^ation  of  the  laws, 
and  recommended  the  adoption  of  the  most  severe 
measures  for  the  complete  suppression  of  those  dan- 
gerous disorders.  Mr.  Smith  moved  (though  respect- 
fully) an  amendment,  that  his  Majesty  would  use 
conciliatory  measures  to  remove  every  pretext  of  dis- 
content from  the  well-disposed,  as  well  as  measures  of 
coercion  for  the  prevention  and  punishment  of  con- 
spiracy and  treason  ;  urging  the  necessity  of  correct- 
ing abuses,  as  well  as  adopting  strong  laws  to  repress 
disaffection.     Mr,  W.  B.  Ponsonby  was  resolved  to 
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avoid  the  hackneyed  plea  of  no  specific  plan  df  reform  .  ^9^ 
being  proposed,  when  he  brought  forward  the  question 
of  parliamentary  reform.     He  first  read,  then  moved 
the  followhig  resolutions : 

*'  1 .  That  it  is  indispensably  necessary  to  a  funda- 
"  mental  reform  of  the  representation,  that  all  dis- 
**  abilities,  on  account  of  religion,  be  for  ever  abolish- 
"  ed ;  and  that  catholics  shall  be  admitted  into  the 
**  legislature,  and  all  the  great  offices  of  state,  in  the 
**  same  extent,  &c.  as  protestants  now  are, 

**  2.  That  it  is  the  indispensable  right  of  the  people 
**  of  Ireland  to  be  fully  and  fairly  n  presented  in  par- 
**  liament. 

**  S.  That  in  order  that  the  people  may  be  fully 
*'  enabled  to  exercise  that  right,  the  privilege  of  re- 
"  turning  members  for  cities,  boroughs,  &c.  in  the 

present  form  shall  cease;  that  each  county  be  divided 

into  districts,  consisting  of  6000  houses  each,  each 
**  district  to  return  two  members  to  parliament, 

"  4.  That  all  persons  possessing  freehold  property 
*^  to  the  amount  of  40s.  per  annum;  all  possessed  of 
**  leasehold  interests,  of  the  annual  value  of  — — ; 

**  all  possessed  of  a  house,  of  the  value  of ;  all 

*'  who  have  resided  for  a  certain  number  of  years  in 
^^  any  great  city  or  town,  following  a  trade ;  and  all 
**  who  shall  be  free  of  any  city,  &c.  by  birth,  mar- 
•*  riage,  or  servitude,  shall  vote  for  members  of  par- 
**  liament. 

"  5.  That  seats  in  parliament  shall  endure  for 

**  number  of  years.** 

Mr.  Pelham  thought  the  question  ought  not  to  be 
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[797'^  agitated,  whilst  a  part  of  the  country  was  in  a  state  of 
rebellion ;  he  therefore  moved  an  adjournment,  which 
at  five  o'clock  in  the  morning  was  carried  by  170 
against  30  who  were  for  reform  • . 

*  To  this  de'bate  Mr.Grattan  spoke  in  a  more  impressiTe  manoer 
thanasual.    Taking  up  the  language  of  the  report, which  referred 
to  the  alarm  of  government  at  the  number  of  prosdjrtes  procured 
by  the  two  popular  subjects — ^parliamentary  reform,  and  Catholic 
emancipation^  he  said>  ''  It  appears  then,  that  they  have  recruit- 
ed  by  these  topics,  and  have  spread  their  influence,  notwithstand- 
ing  your  system  of  coercion  eveiy-where ;  that  DOtwithitanding 
your  convention  bill  of  1793,  this  convention  has  g^rown ;  that  not- 
'withstanding  your  gunpowder  act,  it  has  armed  and  increased  its 
military  stores  under  that  act ;  that  notwithstanding  your  insur« 
rection  act,  and  another  bill  to  disarm,  it  has  greatly  added  to  its 
magazines ;  and  that  notwithstanding  the  suspension  of  the  habeas 
corpus  bill,  and  General  Lake's  proclamation,  it  has  multiplied 
its  proselytes.     I  should  have  asked,  had  I  been  on  the  secret 
committee,  whether  the  number  of  united  Irishmen  had  not  in« 
creased  very  much  since  General  Lake*s  proclamation,  and  by 
General  Lake's  proclamation.     It  appears,  I  say,  from  that  re- 
port, that  just  as  your  system  of  coercion  advanced,  the  United 
Irishmen  advanced;    that  the  measures  you    took    to   coerce, 
stfenglhened ;  to  disperse,  collected  j  to  disarm,  armed ;  to  render 
them  weak  and  odious,  made  them  popular  and  powerful :  where- 
as, on  the  other  hand,  you  have  loaded  parliament  and  govern- 
raent  with  the  odium  of  an  oppressive  system,  and  with  the  further 
odium  of  rejecting  these  two  popular  topics,  which  you  allow  are 
the  most  likely  to  gain  the  heart  of  the  nation,  and  be  the  beloved 
objects  of  the  people."     Mr.  G rattan  ck)sed  his  speech  and  tht 
debate  with  these  words :   "  We  have  offiired  you  our  measure  5 
you  will  reject  it :  we  deprecate  your*s ;  you  will  persevere :  hashing 
no  hopes  left  to  persuade  or  dissuade,  and  having  discharged  our 
duty,  tue  shall  trouble  you  no  more,  and  after  this  day  shall  nof 
attend  the  House  of  Commons.'*     17  Pari.  Deb.  p.  570. 
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The  extreme  rigour  of  military  government  was  en-     ^797- 
forced  by  General  Lake  in  the  northern  district,  in  the  cen.  ukc'i 

rro:lania« 

execution  of  which  barbarous  outrages  were  com-  ^ioiu 
mitted  by  the  military,  which  tended  to  exasperate 
the  minds  of  the  people,  already  too  highly  inflamed. 
Not  only  some  women  and  children  were  murderedj 
but  the  houses  of  several  respectable  persons  were  pil- 
laged and  demolished,  upon  the  bare  suspicion  of  their 
being  United  Irishmen.  Great  discontent  was  created 
by  a  proclamation  of  General  Lake*,  made  in  conse. 
quence  of  a  letter  written  to  him  by  Mr.  Pelham.  It 
was  greatly  enflamed  by  the  following  circumstance. 
The  newspaper  called  the  Morning  Star,  published  at 
Belfast,  was  the  only  paper  into  which  the  publications 
in  favor  of  liberty  could  find  their  way.  The  pro- 
prietors of  it  had  been  committed  to  Newgate  under 
the  suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act.  The  per- 
son, who  then  conducted  the  paper  having  been  re- 
quired, refused  to  insert  a  paragraph  in  it,  which  re- 
flected on  the  loyalty  of  the  people  of  Belfast :  the 
next  morning  a  detachment  of  the  military  iflued  very 
orderiy  from  the  barracks,  attacked  the  printing  office, 
and  utterly  demolished  every  part  of  it  t*  Other  out- 
X'ages  were  convnitted  by  the  military  on  the  inhabit- 

*  Both  this  lettftr  and  tlie  procUmation  may  be  seen  in  the  Ap« 
peodix.  No.  CIV. 

f  It  is  credibly  reported,  that  after  the  destruction  of  the  Mom" 
4ng  Star  Printing  Office,  the  commanding-officer,  under  whoso 
<ye  this  outrage  was  committed,  exclaimed  in  trtumphy  "  We 
may  now  do  as  we  please,  for  as  the  Star  is  demolished,  no  other 
J[>aper  datq^  to  puibllsh  uny  act  ve  ipay  dp.*' 
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^W*    ants  of  Belfiist :    the  house  of  Cunningham  Gregg, 
Esq.  was  destroyed  with  impunity,  and  without  any 
pretext  or  provocation.    The  harshness  of  this  military 
despotism  drove  many  to  desperation,  who  had  till 
then  been  loyally  and  peaceably  disposed. 
of^lhTi!"^       The  report  of  the  secret  committee  was  soon  after 
ft»*"^*^   followed  by  a  proclamation,  offering  pardon,  with  cer- 
tain exceptions,  to  all  guilty  persons  who  should  sur- 
render within  the  period  of  a  month,  and  give  security 
for  their  future  good  behaviour.     The  effiect  of  this 
measure  was  immediately  felt ;   the  arms  of  the  dis- 
affected Were  collected  in  great  numbers ;  the  loyal 
were  encouraged  to  declare  themselves  j  such  as  bad 
been  misled,  came  in  crowds  to  take  the  benefit  of  the 
proclamation  of  pardon,  which  was  now  extended  for 
another  month ;    outrage  ceased,  and  public  confid- 
ence was  so  far  restored  throughout  Ulster  in  the 
course  of  the  months  of  July  and  August,  that  ,the 
laws  were  administereS   with  effect  in  the  different 
counties  during  the  summer  circuit :    the  manufac- 
turing industry  of  the  country  v^ras  restored  to  its  usual 
vigor  during  the  remainder  of  the  year :    and  dur- 
ing  and    subsequent    to    the    summer  assizes,   the 
civil    authority  was    found    fully  adequate    to    the 
preservation  of  the  public  peace,    and    all    military 
interference   was   generally    discontinued   from  -that 
period.     Henceforward  also  the  inferior  societies  of 
United  Irishmen,  in  general,  discontinued  their  meet- 
ings ;  the  people  applied  themselves  to  their  ordinary 
occupations ;  and  though  some  of  the  higher  commit- 

« 

tees  VHhPc  kept  alive  by  some  of  the  more  active  leaders^ 
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were  apprehensive,  that  the  enemy  might  be  discou-  *797- 
raged  from  any  further  plan  of  invasion,  by  the  loyal 
disposition  manifested  throughout  Munster  and  Con- 
naught  on  their  former  attempt,  yet  they  persisted  in 
sending  emissaries  into  the  south  and  west,  where  their 
success  in  forming  new  societies  and  administering  the 
oaths  of  the  union,  was  very  visible  in  the  course  of 
some  few  months.  Here  they  revived  the  old  grievance 
of  tithes,  and  stimulated  the  senseless  rabble  to  resort 
to  the  ancient  practice  of  burning  com,  and  houghing 
cattle. 

With  a  view  to  excite  the  resentment  of  the  general  Means  of 
population  of  Leinster,  Munster,  and  Connaught^  re-  tbe^^pie^ 
ports  of  general  massacres  were  circulated  amongst 
the  catholic  peasantry.  This  fabrication,  however 
extravagant,  was  among  the  means,  by  which  the 
leaders  of  the  rebellion  endeavoured  to  prepare  the 
people  by  disaffection  to  unite  with  the  enemy  in  case 
of  a  future  landing,  and  to  dispose,  the  enemy  to  take 
advantage  of  the  discontents  of  the  people,  Whilst  they 
were  in  actual  fermentation.  None  of  these  deluded 
people  knew  the  game,  which  their  leaders  were  playing. 
The  design  of  separation  and  independence  was  still 
cautiously  suppressed  from  the  low  members  of  the 
union. 

In  the  summer  of  1 797,  Mr.  Lewins  acted  as  the  N«gociitio« 
accredited  minister  of  the  Irish  Union  to  negociate  with  French 
the  French  Directory,  and  the  court  of  Spain,  for  men, 
arms^  and  money.     Yet  was  the  executive  of  the  union 
decidedly  against  a  greater  force  being  sent  to  Ireland^ 
than  might  enable  them  to  subvert  the  govarfiment, 

VOL.  u.  2  0 
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^•7-     and  retain  the  power  of  the  country  in  their  own 
hands.     The  French  on  the  other  hand  shewed  a  de- 
cided disinclination  at  all  times  to  send  any  force  to 
Ireland,  except  such  as  from  its  magnitude  might  not 
only  give  them  hopes  of  subduing  the  kingdom, 
but  of  retaining  it  as  -  a  French  conquest.     It  is  a 
retnarkable  circumstance,    that  the  memoir  to  the 
French  Directory,   with   which  Dr,  M'Neven  was 
charged,  should  have  fsillen  into  the  hands  of  govern- 
ment.    It  proves  their  vigilance,  or  the  perfidy  of  the 
Irish  traitors,   or  of  their   French  allies.      Messrs. 
O'Connor,  Emmett,  and  M'Neven  tell  us  in  the  me- 
moir (p.  21.)  (they  were  nearly  petrified  at  their  first 
examination  to  see  it  lie  on  the  table  before  them), 
that  government  had  some  how  or  other  obtained  their 
original  memoir,  to  which  they  therefore  refer,  per- 
haps with  more  accuracy  under  that  circumstance, 
than  they  might  otherwise  have  done  *.     It  sets  forth 
with  tolerable  correctness  the  state  of  the  country. 
It  is  lamentable  to  find,  that  the  strongest  incentive 
to  instant  invasion,  was  the  assurance  given  to  the 
enemy  of  the  tyranny  and  oppression  of  the  Irish 
government.     The  demands  of  the  party  by  their  first 
agent  went  to  a  force  not  exceeding  ten  thousand,  nor 
less  than  five  thousand^  with  forty  thousand  stand  of 
^rras,  and  a  proportionate  supply  of  artillery,  ammu- 
nition, engineers,  experienced  officers,  &c.      But  a 
larger  supply  of  arpis  was  solicited  by  a  second  mes* 


*  For  the  full  subitaoce  of  that  important  document^  tee  Hlit. 
Rev.  vol.  II.  p.  ^a 
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senger,  on  account  of  the  growing  number  of  their  J  797. 
adherents,  and  of  the  disarming  of  the  north.  Above 
ten  thousand  stand  of  arms  and  as  many  pikes  had 
been  then  surrendered  to  the  King's  troops,  in  Ulster. 
A  second  memoir  was  presented  to  the  French  Di  rectory  • , 
urging  them  not  to  postpone  the  invasion,  and  assuring 
them,  that  so  favorable  a  disposition,  as  then  existed  in 
the  Irish  mind,  was  in  no  future  contingency  to  be  ex- 
pected. A  confidential  person  was  sent  over  by  the 
French  Directory  to  collect  information  respecting  the 
state  of  Ireland,  who  was  met  in  London  by .  Lord 
Edward  Fitzgerald.  In  consequence  of  their  com- 
munications, the  Directory  ordered  great  preparations 
both  on  the  Texel  and  at  Brest,  for  the  invasion  of 
Ireland ;  and  in  the  beginning  of  October,  the  ap- 
proach of  the  enemy  was  announced  to  the  societies 
as  at  hand.  The  troops  were  actually  on  board,  com- 
manded by  General  Daendells,  but  were  suddenly 
disembarked.  The  Dutch  fleet,  contrary  to  the  opi- 
nion of  their  own  admiral,  was,  at  the  mandate  of  the 
French  government,  obliged  to  put  to  sea,  which  led 
to  the  memorable  victory  oflF  Camperdowne,  gained 
by  Lord  Duncan. 

*  The  negociatioQ  for  peace  was  then  going  on  at  Lisle.  It  was 
candidly  told  to  this  agent,  that  the  Directory  did  not  think  the  £ng* 
lish  cabinet  sincere,  but  that  if  Fiiance  could  get  the  terais  she 
had  a  right  to  expect,  the  Directory  would  make  peace.  After  the 
rupture  of  the  negociation,  and  Xx)rd  Malmesbury's  return  to 
England,  assurances  were  given,  that  the  French  government 
would  send  a  new  expedition  to  Iieland,  and  that  they  would 
never  abandon  her,  till  she  was  separated  from  Graat  Britain; 
and  these  assurances  were  afterwards  renewed* 

2  d2 
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^7^7 •  It  was  reported  by  the  secret  committee,  that  in  the 
Internal  Spring  and  summer  of  1797,  the  mass  of  the  people 
the  union,  m  the  provmces  or  Lemster,  Munster  and  Con- 
naught  was  not  infected  with  the  union:  and  that  in  the 
north  tranquillity  was  fast  returning.  The  United 
Irishmen  of  the  north  were  chiefly  presbyterians  and 
other  protestants  ^  there  were  comparatively  few  ca- 
tholics amongst  them.  With  so  nmch  circumspectioa 
were  matters  managed  by  the  artful  northerns,  that  the 
heaviest  consequences  of  the  union  were  thrown  upon 
other  parts  of  the  kingdom.  The  system  of  coercion, 
induced  several  counties,  corporations,  and  districts 
to  apply  to  tl^e  sheriffs  (most  refused)  *  to  convene 

*  These  transactions  are  strongly  represented  in  the  petition  of 
the  Irish  Whig  Club  to  his  Majesty,  generally  ascribed  to  the  pen 
of  Mr.  Gi^ttan,  p.  9*   "  That  minister,  who  determines  to  entlafe 
the  p<iople,  DQUst  renounce  his  project  or  wade  through  their 
blood.     The  people  accordingly  in  the  spring  of  1797  resorted 
to  the  constitutional  ways  of  petition,  and  applied  to  the  different 
sheriffs  to 'summon  tbeir  counties,  and  on  recusal  by  the  sherifis« 
(a  dangerous  courtly  artifice  to  Stop  the  prayers  of  the  people  from 
reaching  the  throne)  they  summoned  themselves.     What  was  the 
consequence  ?     The  petitioners  were  (we  beg  to  represent  to 
his   Majesty)  confounded  with  rebels,  and  the  enemies  of  his 
ministers  were  represented  a*  the  enemies  of  his  person  ;  th^ 
petitioners  were  answered  by  fresh  troops  from  England  and  Scot* 
land  ;  in  some  instances  the  meetings  were  dispersed  by  the  army, 
and  in  others  were  deterred  by  the  threat  of  military  force  j  and 
thus  did  his  Majesty's  minister;  ratify  the  justice  of  the  petitions 
against  them>  by  adding  this  g^eat  and  impeachable  offence  to  all 
their  other  transgressions  j  and  thus  did  his  Majesty's  ministers 
reduce  Ireland  to  the  state  of  a  miserable  province,  whose  minisiers 
had  stopped  totally  and  absolutely  the  utterance  of  the  people  in 
parliament  by  corruption,  in  the  nation  by  «  convention  kill,  and 
in  the  counties  by  the  army," 
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ifieetings,  in  order  to  prepare  addresses  to  the  throne  ^797' 
for  the  removal  of  his  Majesty's  ministers.  These 
efforts  of  the  people  at  large  were  no  measures  of  the 
leaders  of  the  union.  They  always  considered  the 
ministers  as  promoters  of  their  views,  by  creating  dis- 
affection and  discontent  amongst  the  people :  they 
exerted  themselves  in  forwarding  the  resistance  to  the 
petitions  of  the  people,  and  triumphed  in  their  failure 
and  rejection.  The  business  of  the  union  did  not 
proceed  during  the  remainder  of  the  year  1797  with 
the  same  rapidity^  that  it  had  from  the  middle  of  the 
year  1 796.  For,  *  as  the  committee  reported,  the 
steps  then  taken,  as  mentioned  in  the  proclamation, 
had  an  almost  immediate  effect  in  repressing  the  auda- 
city of  the  rebels  and  restoring  tranquillity.  The 
loyal  inhabitants  were  enabled  in  many  places  to  return 
in  safety  to  their  houses ;  murders  became  less  fre- 
quent J  in  many  counties,  particularly  in  Kildare  and 
Tipperary,  the  people,  sensible  of  the  madness  and 
wickedness  of  their  conduct^  began  openly  to  acknow- 
ledge their  crimes,  surrender  their  arms,  and  point 
out  their  leaders  and  seducers ;  a  submission,  which 
invariably  obtained  for  them  pardon  and  protection. 

After  various  adjournments,  during  which  no  busi-  Prorojgiitioix 
ness  of  moment  was  transacted,  on  the  3d  of  July,  tion  of  par- 
]  797,  the  parliament  was  prorogued  f,  and  dissolved 
by  proclamation  on  the  11th  of  July.     The  result  of 

•  17  Jour.  Com.  Appendix  DCCCXXXILI. 

♦  His  excellency's  speech  is  to  be  sceu  in  Historical  Review, 
vol.  II.  p.  636. 
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1797*  the  summer  circuits  was  unsatisfactory  both  to  govern- 
ment and  the  people.  An  unusual  number  of  of- 
fenders at  most  of  the  assizes  was  found  guilty  :  but 
in  the  northern  coimties,  where  many  had  been  con- 
fined for  the  greater  part  of  the  year  upon  the  charge 
of  being  United  Irishmen^  they  were  mostly  acquittedj 
when  brought  to  trial.  At  Antrim,  after  several  of 
them  had  been  put  on  their  trial  and  acquitted,  Mr. 
Mark  Beresford  produced  a  warrant  filled  with  the 
names  of  all  the  prisoners  and  several  other  obnoxious 
persons  charged  with  high  treason,  by  virtue  of  which 
the  commission  of  gaol  delivery  was  superseded,  and 
those  unfortunate  wretches,  who  with  a  fond  hope  had 
looked  up  to  their  day  of  trial,  as  that  of  their  deli- 
very,  were  remanded  back  to  goal  without  any  trial, 
and  thence  removed  to  a  military  prison  in  Belfast. 
The  acerbity  of  this  measure  created  much  irritation, 
and  its  illegality  was  declared  by  the  King's  Bench  in 
the  next  Michaelmas  term  *.  Towards  the  close  of 
the  year  1797,  the  union  rather  abated.  One  un- 
equivocal symptom  of  it's  decline  was  the  renova- 
tion of  dissention  between  the  dissenters  and  the 
catholics  in  the  north.  Sir  Richard  Musgravef  re- 
ports,  that  most  of  the  presbyterians  separated  from 
the  papists  in  the  year  1 797  ;  some  from  "  principle, 

♦  In  B.  R.  20th  Nov.  1797.  For  the  proceedings  in  the, case  of 
Thomas  Huson,  and  eleven  other  prisoners,  who  had  been  brought 
up  by  Habeas  Corpus  from  the  Artillery  Barracks  at  Belfast,  to  have 
the  legality  of  their  detention  by  General  Lake  and  Colonel  Barber 
examined  by  the  court,  vide  Historical  Review,  vol.  11.  p.  639, 

f  Memoir,  p.  194. 
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some  because  they  doubted  the  smcerity  of  persons  in    }'^^'^\ 
that  order :  and  others  foreseeing,  that  the  plot  must  * 
fail  and  end  in  their  destruction,  took  advantage  of  the 
proclamation  of  the    17th   of  May,  and  renounced 
their  associates.     Numbers  withdrew  because  they 
doubted  of  success  without  foreign  assistance.     The 
presbyterians  of  the  counties  of  Down  and  Antrim, 
where  they  are  very  numerous^  and  where  they  are 
warmly  attached  to  the  union  from  pure  republican 
principles,  thought  they  could  succeed  without  the 
papists/'     Certain  it  is,  that  the  northern  unionists 
generally  held  back  from  this  time :  the  protestants  of 
Ulster  were  originally  Scotch,  and  still  retained  much 
of  that  guarded  policy,  which  so  peculiarly  charac- 
terizes the  inhabitants  of  North  Britain.     From  the 
autumn  of  1797  the  catholics  first  In  the  north  and 
afterwards  successively  throughout  the  kingdom  pub- 
lished *  addresses  and  resolulions  expressive  of  their 
horror  of  the  principles  of    the  United   Irishmen, 
and  pledging  their   loyalty  and  zeal  in  defence  and 
support  of  the  king  and  constitution.     The  northern 
addresses    adipitted    the    fact,,  and    lamented,    that 
many  of  the  catholic  body  had  been  seduced  into  the 
union,  and  they  deprecated  the  attempts,  which  were 
made  to  create  dissention  amongst  persons  of  different 
religions.    This  example  was  followed  by  the  generality 
of  the  dissenters.     If  addresses  were  tests  of  loyalty, 
his  Majesty  had  not  more  loyal  subjects  throughout 

*  Some  of  these  are  to  be  leen  in  the  Appendix  to  Historical 
Review,  No.  CVil. 
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1797'  the  British  empire,  than  the  Irish  at  the  close  of  1797« 
Scarcely  a  pari^  throughout  the  kingdom,  scarcely 
a  dissenting  meeting-house,  from  which  an  address  of 
loyalty  was  not  issued  signed  by  the  priest  or  minister 
of  the  flock* 
hcftd  ^  So  critically  alarming  for  some  time  had  the  situa- 

m  sVMti  in    tion  of  Ireland  appeared  to  that  inflexible  patriot,  £ari 

the  British  .  '^'^  -  7. 

bouse  of  Moira,  that  on  the  22d  of  November,  1797,  he  re- 
newed his  application  to  the  British  house  of  lords^ 
hoping  to  interest  them  iu  favor  of  the  Irish  people,  and 
induce  them  to  recommend  measures  of  leraty  and  con- 
ciliation. He  opened  a  very  interesting,  instructive,  and 
eloquent  speech,  by  taking  a  general  view  of  the  situa- 
tion of  the  British  empire,  and  lamented^  that  the  pro- 
spective view  of  his  coantr)',  which  he  had  given  in  the 
last  session,  had  been  more  than  realized*.  His  lord- 
ship* was  ready  to  excuse  Lord  Camden,  who  acted 
by  an  overbearing  impulse  of  others,  who  were  driving 
the'  country  to  ruin.     He  would  retail,  but  mention 

♦  The  testimonr«  which  the  noble  carl  here  gave  of  the  per- 
sonal feelings  and  sentiments  of  the  lord  lieutenant,  are  confirmed 
by  the  general  report  and  belief,  that  his  excellency  had  for  some 
time  been  disgusted  with  the  imperious  overbearing,  and  relent- 
less ferocity  of  the  majority  of  the  Irish  cabinet  :  that  having  in 
vain  attempted  to  assuage  their  rage  for  severity,  h«  had  so  secretly 
negociated  his  recal,  that  the  actual  appointment  of  his  successor 
was  the  first  suspicion  those  gentlemen  had  of  a  change.  The 
British  minister,  though  late,  found  the  necessity  of  a  firmer  go* 
vernc^r,  who  should  neither  be  seduced  nor  intimidated  into  the 
sanguinary  system  of  provocation^  which  had  brought  the  country 
to  tliat  dire  calamity,  under  which  it  then  laboured.  4  Pari. 
Rt£.  p.  238. 
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Ho  names.   His  lordship  made  a  most  moving  narrative     ^^97^ 
of  acts  of  atrocity  and  oppression,  adding  that,  from 
prudential  motives  he  wished  to  draw  a  veil  over  more 
aggravated   facts,  which  he  could  have   stated,  and 
which  he  was  prepared  to  attest  before  the  privy  coun- 
cily  or  at  their  lordships*  bar.     These  facts  were  well 
known  in  Ireland,  but  they  could  not  be  made  public 
through  the  channel  of  the  newspapers,  fdr  fear  of 
that  summary  mode  of  punishment,  which  had  beei^ 
practised  towards  the  Northern  Star,  when  a  party  of 
troops  in  open  day,  (and  in  a  town  where  the  general's 
head*quaiters  were),  went  and  destroyed  all  the  offices 
and  property  belonging  to  that  paper.     It  was  thus 
authenticated  accounts  were  suppressed.     Mis  lord- 
ship concluded,  with  entreating  the  house  to  lake  into 
serious  consideration  their  present  measures,  which, 
instead  of  removhig   discontents,  had  increased   the 
number  of  the  discontented.     The  moment  of  con- 
ciliation was  not  yet  passed  ;  but  if  the  system  were 
not  changed,  he  was  convinced  Ireland  would  not 
remain  connected  with  this  country  five  years  longer. 
Lord  Grenville  insisted,  that  his  Majesty ^s  government 
was  so  far  from  wishing  to  keep  up  a  system  of  coer- 
cion, that  he  confidently  appealed  to  the  house,  whe- 
ther it  had  ever  abandoned  measures  of  concession  or 
conciliation?     No  public  man,  placed  in  so  critical 
a  situadon  as  Lord  Camden,  had  ever  displayed  more 
exemplary  moderation  in  the  discharge  of  a  paintul 
duty.     If  severe  measures  had  been  adopted,  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  country  had  required  it  j  and  if  any 
partial  abuses  existed,  they  had  only  to  lament  them. 
The  question  was,  would  their  lordships  interpose  on 
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J  797*  the  present  occasion,  and  tell  the  parliament  of  Ire- 
land, and  the  Irish  magistracy,  that  we  were  more 
careful  of  the  interest  and  happiness  of  their  people, 
than  they  themselves  were  ;  and  that  the  English 
military  were  not  to  obey  the  Irish  laws,  but  arbitrary 
instructions  of  the  British  parKament  ?  Earl  Moira 
replied,  that  no  sentiment  had  fallen  from  him  to  that 
effect.  He  had  not  reprobated  the  troops  in  Ireland 
Tor  obeying  the  law,  but  the  conduct  of  the  executive 
government,  which  was  repugnant  to  the  feelings  of 
the  Irish  people,  inconsistent  with  the  British  cliarac* 
ter,  and  highly  injurious  to  the  real  interests  of  both 
countries.  The  chancellor  justified  all  acts  of  rigor, 
,  by  the  exivStence  of  an  horrid  conspiracy  in.  Ireland, 
and  by  the  printed  list  •  of  the  individuals  marked  for 

*  As  this  proscribed  list  was  never  acted  upon,  and  the  indi- 
viduals named  in  ii  never  found  it  necessary  to  resort  to  any  ex- 
traordinary caution,  or  means  of  self-preservation  ;  as  secrecy  was 
the  baneful  principle   of  the  union,  and  as  such   a  publication 
would  have  defeated  the  horrid  project,  had  it  ever  been  really 
formed,  much  credit  must  be  given  to  Lord  Moira*s  reply  to  the 
chancellor  on  thi^  point.    As  to  the  paper,  to  which  the  noble  and 
learned   lord,  and   the  noble  s^retary  had   alluded,  conceroinj; 
the  names  of  {)ersons   marked  out  for   future  assassination,  he 
confessed,   he   suspected   it  to  be  an  invention   lo  justify  or    to 
support  the  measures,  which  had  been  adopted  in  Ireland,  and  of 
which  he  had  already  complained.     He  suspected  this  the  more, ' 
because  no  printer  of  a  newspaper  could  have  had  it  from  any 
authentic  source :  for  no  man  concerned  in  a  conspiracy  for  assas- 
sination would  communicate  the  intention   of  himself  and  col- 
kiigues.     He  wished  to  speak  of  aesassins  as  he  felt,  with  the 
g^cat^^st  indignation  and  abhorrence  j  but  he  must  also  add,  that 
he  believed,  that  they  originated  in  Ireland  from  private  malice  and 
reveiigr,aiid  would  do  »o  from  any  party,  which  happened  to  be  pre- 
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assassination,  which  he  held  in  his  hand.    The  debate  -    ^797- 
was  put  an  end  to  by  a  motion  for  adjournment. 

That  the  public  had  lost  or  renounced  all  con-  P«^''c<Tir- 
fidence  in  parliament,  is  evident  from  the  apathy  and  pa>iianwmt. 
coolness,  with  which  the  elections  went  over  in  tlie  au- 
tumn. The  people  felt  no  interest  in  the  return  of  parti* 
cular  members,  having  been  so  repeatedly  foiled  in  all 
their  efforts  to  obtain  the  two  objects  of  iheir  wishes, 
parliamentary  reform,  and  catholic  emancipation.  Mr. 
Grattan  encreased  and  confirmed  this  apathy  of  the 
people,  by  declining  to  accept  a  seat  in  the  new  parlia- 
ment. Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald,  wlio  had  hitherto 
artfully  concealed  his  traitorous  designs,  and  by  his 
amiable  -manners  and  conduct  had  fascinated  most  of 
his  acquaintance  into  unqualified  confidence,  publicly 
alleged  his  reasons*  for  declining  to  ofK-r  hinivsclf  to 
the  consideration  of  the  citizens  of  Dublin,  as  it  once 
had  been  his  design.  By  adopting  the  sentiments  of 
Mr.  Grattan,  he  sought  to  disguise  his  treason  under 
the  shield  of  the  sublimest  virtue  and  patriotism. 

dominant,  while  the  present  dreadfal  system  continued.    It  was  not 
by  a  general  system  of  terror,  that  assassination  was  to  be  defeated. 

*  In  the  Appendix  to  Historical  Review,  No.  CVill.  may 
be  seen  Mr.  Grattan's  speech  to  a  meeting  of  freemen  and  frt«» 
holders  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  assembled  nt  the  Exchange  on  the 
20th  of  July,  1797.  And  also  Lord  Kdv\ard  Fitzgerald's  address 
to  the  citizens  of  Dublin.  About  this  time  Dr.  Duigcmau  pub- 
lished a  scurrilous  and  bitter  ai»s',ver  to  Mr.  Grattan*s  addr  ss  to 
his  fellow-citizens  of  Dublin.  Upon  iis  a{)pearancey  Mr.  Giattaa 
wrote  the  following  note  to  Dr.  Duigcnan  : 

"  Mr.  Grattan  lias  seen  a  very  gross,  a  very  unprovoked,  and 
a  ver}'  ludicroi^s  performance  written  against  him,  and  signed 
Patrick  Duigenan. 
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^Tffi'  The  new  parliament  met  according  to  proclama- 
New  Puim-  tion  on  the  9th  of  January,  1 798 :  Mr.  Foster  was  re- 
*'  elected  speaker :  and  on  the  1 5th  his  excellency  deli- 
vered a  s|>eech  from  the  throne  *.  The  Earl  of  Bective, 
in  a  maiden  speech,  disclaimed  every  idea  of  vexatious 
opposition ;  but  he  could  not  agree  to  that  part  of 
the  address,  which  approved  of  the  measures  of  ad- 
ministration. He  reprobated  the  system  of  coercion ; 
thought  Ireland  was  only  to  be  reclaimed  by  thnely 
concession;  and  strongly  recommended  catholic 
emancipation  and  temperate  reform.  The  chancellor, 
with  great  warmth  insisted,  that  these  objecticms  were 
but  catch-words  for  revolt  and  rebellion.  What  did 
the  noble  lord  mean  by  using  the  phrase,  "  imparting 
to  the  Roman  Catholic  body  the  blessings  of  the  ccm- 
slitucion  ?"  There  was  not  a  Roman  Catholic  in  Ire* 
land,  to  whom  the  benefits  of  its  constitution  were  not 

'  Mr.  G.  don't  explain  hU  public  conduct  to  individuals. 

''  The  statute  book  and  the  journals  <tf  the  house  of  commoof 
are  open. 

**  Were  lie  to  make  his  public  conduct  a  subject  of  explanatioo^ 
it  woiild  not  be  to  such  a  person  as  Dr.  D. 

*'  But  as  the  above  mentioned  attack  mixes  in  its  folly  much 
personal  rudeness,  Mr.  G.  judges  it  not  wholly  beneath  him 
to  take  some  sort  of  notice  of  it  ^  and  he  is  sorry  to  be  forced 
tQ  observe,  that  the  author  has  departed  from  the  manners 
and  language  of  a  gentleman^  and  has  thought  proper  to 
adopt  a  strain  so  false,  ko  \\\e,  and  so  disgusting,  as  to  render 

Dr.  D.   a  ,  too  ... .  and  ludicrous  to  give  an 

affront,  or  to  make  an  apolog)*. 

**  Mr.  Grattan  remains  in  Dublin  for  three  days,  and  is  to  be 
heard  of  at  Keara*s  hotel,  Kildare-strect.*' 

♦  It  may  be  seen.  Hist.  "Rev.  vol.  II.  p.  650. 
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extended  as  amply  as  to  the  noble  lord,  or  any  other  ^79^- 
peer,  who  heard  him.  The  government  of  Ireland 
had,  by  measures  necessarily  strong,  at  length  quieted 
that  part  of  the  country,  in  which  the  conspiracy  ori- 
ginated. These  measures  were^  lo  his  knoivledgej  ex* 
tor  ted  from  the  nobleman  who  governed  that  country: 
they  had  been  successful,  and  the  state  9f  the  north 
at  that  day  was  a  proof  of  their  wisdom.  The  county 
(Limerick),  from  which  he  had  lately  returned,  and 
which  had  Formerly  been  a  loyal,  industrious  county, 
"was  infested  by  emissaries  from  the  north,  exciting  the 
peasantry  to  insurrection.  Emancipation  and  reform 
were  not  the  means,  which  they  employed  for  the 
seduction  of  the  peasant.  The  suppression  of  tythes, 
the  abolition  of  taxes,  and  exemption  from  the  pay- 
ment of  rent,  were  the  rewards  they  promised.  Eman- 
cipation and  reforni  were  only  used  to  delude  the 
better  classes.  The  address  was  carried  without  a  di- 
vision. In  the  commons  Mr.  Smith  moved,  by  way  of 
amendment  to  the  address,  a  clause  to  recommend 
such  measures,  as  were  likely  to  conciliate  the  people, 
and  unite  them  against  the  common  enemy.  No 
serious  opposition  was  attempted  after  the  secession 
of  the  Whig  party. 

Various  causes  combined  to  force  the  union  to  an  Ctusft 
earlier  issue,  than  was   oridnally   intended.     Their  forward  the 

^  '  Union. 

Gallic  friends  had  long  neglected  them,  and  gone  by 
every  opportunity  of  succouring  them  with  effect. 
The  activity  of  government  had  encreased :  the 
greatest  and  most  respectable  part  of  the  population 
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cellor,  in  a  speech  of  four  hours,  violently  opposed  ^79^' 
the  motion.  With  great  assurance  he  asserted, 
that  the  system  of  government  had  been  a  system 
of  conciliation;  that  in  no  place  had  the  experi- 
ment been  so  fairly  tried  as  in  Ireland  ;  in  none 
had  it  so  completely  failed.  He  here  passed  some 
severe  and  indecent  reflections  on  the  respectable 
Bishop  of  Down,  who  had  prompted  a  petition  to  his 
Majesty  in  favour  of  conciliatory  measures.  Lord 
Moira  m  reply  admitted,  that  a  conspiracy  did 
^xist,  which  he  attributed  to  the  severe  and  un- 
i:onstitutional  measures  of  government,  particularly 
the  fatal  recal  of  Earl  Eitzwilliam.  The  motion  was 
negatived  by  a  large  majority.  The  parliament  con- 
tinued indeed  to  sit,  and  to  do  business ;  but  so  littk 
interest  did  the  public  take  in  the  debates,  that  the 
galleries  were  wholly  deserted,  and  scarcely  sufficient 
members  attended  to  make  up  the  house. 

On  the  27  th  of  February,  a  motion  of  the  chancellor  j^^^^ 
of  exchequer,  for  payment  of  20,G00l.  to  the  college  H'u'^sscf.'iic 
of  Maynooth,  was  vehemently  opposed  by  Dr.  Duige-  ^t^^o^lf 
nan,  v^ho  took  that  opportunity  of  inveighing  with  ^*^*"'<* 
great  bitterness  against  the  character  of  Dr.  Hussey, 
the  catholic  bishop  of  Waterford.     This  prelate  had 
in  the  preceding  year  pwblished  a  pastoral  letter  to 
his  clergy,  in  which  he  exhorted  them  to  attend  to 
the  spiritual  duties  of  the  flock  committed  to  their 
care.     He  condemned  the  practice  of  catholic  parents 
educating  their  children  in  the  charter-schools,  and 
catholic  soldiers  attending  the  protestant  service  at 
church.     He  stated  the  catholic   body  to  constitute 
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§ 

1706*    nine-tenths  of  the  nation  at  large,  and  ninety-nine  id 

'  the  hundred  in  Ym  own  diocese.     His  spirit  of  inde* 

pendente  and  freedom  of  language  offended  the  castle, 

and  alarmed  some  of  the  mere  dmid  of  his  brethren*. 

Mr.  Arthur      Tow  ards  the  end  of  February,  Mr.  O'Donnel  moved 

O'Conoor, 

Proprietor    for  a  Committee  to  enquire  into  the  nature  and  tffl- 
ofthcPiess  dency  of  a  newspaper  called  The  Press ^  which  had 

Newspaper.  '  *    *       ^ 

been  set  up  by  the  United  Irishmen,  in  order  to  repair 
the  loss  they  had  sustained  by  the  miiitarj  demoUtion 
of  the  Northern  Star  \  its  intemperate  language  had 
subjected  it  to  a  prosecution ;  the  publisher  was  im- 
prisoned, and  the  paper  in  danger  of  being  suppressed. 
In  this  crisis  Mr.  A.  O'Connor  annoimced  himself 
the  propi  ietor  and  editor.  He  had  lately  been  elected 
member  of  the  Irish  Directory,  in  conjunction  with 
Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald,  Mr.  Oliver  Bond,  Dr. 
M'Neven,  and  counsellor  Emmet.     Strong  suspicions 

• 

*  Few  ecclesiastics  ever  possessed  more  extensive  knowledge, 
profane  and  ecclesiastical^  than  Dr.  Hussey.  He  bad  long  to- 
joyed  the  good  opinion  and  peculiar  conf^encc  of  the  British 
ministry,  as  well  as  the  favor  of  several  foreign  courts,  particularly 
that  of  Spain.  Upon  his  first. entrance  into  his  pastoral  fimctioD, 
his  great  object  was  to  impress  his  flock  with  a  dignified  seme  of 
their  religion,  and  to  establish  a  free,  unchecked,  and  open  exer« 
cise  of  it,  after  the  legislature  had  given  it  toleration.  He  fre- 
quently ofHcia'.od  to  the  catholics  in  the  militia  regiments»  which 
were  encamped  at  Lehaunstown  :  he  incurred  much  displeasure 
at  the  cafstle  from  having  lodged  a  strong  remonstrance  against  the 
punishments  inflicted  upon  some  catholic  soldiers  for  having  dis^ 
obeyed  orders,  by  refusing  to  attend  the  protestant  service,  when 
their  regiments  were  ordered  to  church*  .The  pastoral  latter  is  to 
be  seen  in  the  Appendix  to  my  Hist.  Rev.  No.  CIX.  together  with 
some  interesting  letters  of  Mr.  Edmund  fiurke  to  thb  prelate. 
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fell  upon  Mr.  O'Connor,  and  also  upon  his  brother.    ^798. 
Mr.  Roger  O'Connor  was  apprehended,  and  lodged 
in  Cork  gaol,  on  a  charge  of  high  treason,  from  which 
he  was   liberated  at  the  spring  assizes,  from  a  total 
ifvant  of  evidence  against  him. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1 798,  Mr.  Arthur  Mr.  Arthur 
O'Connor  came  to  England,  with  an  intention,  as  it  trresteS)' 
afterwards  appeared^  of  proceeding  to  France,  in  con-,  acquittal  in 
junction  with  John  Binns,  a  member  of  the  London  "**"  ' 
Corresponding  Society,  James  Coigley,  an  Irish  priest, 
and  a  person  of  the  name  of  Allen.  In  the  latter  end 
of  February  they  went  to  Margate,  intending  to  hire 
a  vessel  to  convey  them  to  France.  Some  circum- 
stances in  their  conduct  exciting  suspicion,  they  were 
all  apprehended,  and  first  committed  prisoners  to  the 
tower,  afterwards  to  Maidstone  gaol.  There  they 
were  tried  by  a  special  commission  on  the  21st  and 
2 2d  of  May,  and  all  of  them  acquitted,  except  Coig- 
ley, on  whom  had  been  found  a  treasonable  and  most 
absurd  paper,  purporting  to  be  an  address  from  "  the 
Secret  Committee  of  England  to  the  Executive 
Directory  of  France.'*  Coigley  was  condenmed 
and  executed  i  and  Mr.  O'Connor  and  Binns,  after 
their  acquittal,  were  detained  on  another  charge 
of  treason.  In  the  mean  time,  and  in  consequence 
of  the  motion  of  Mr.  O'Donnel,  an  act  had  passed 
the  Irish  parliament,  authorizing  grand  juries  to 
present  any  newspapers^  containing  seditious  or  li- 
bellous matter,  as  a  nuisance;  and  also  authoriz- 
ing the  magistrates,  on  such  presentation,  to  suppress 
the  paper,  and  seize  and  destroy  the  printing  materials, 
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179s.     &c.     The  paper  called  The  Prrss  was  therefore  sup- 
pressed, and  some  of  its  principal  supporters  taken 
Mito  custody  ;  but  no  discovery  of  importance  resulted 
from  that  transaction. 
Orani^men       In  the  debates  upon  the  abuses  of  the  press,  both 
fenders       the  Defenders  and  Orangemen  were  alternately  com- 
of.  plained  of  by  the  opposite  parlies  in  parliament.     Mr* 

Pelham  assured  the  house,  that  no  disturbances  then  * 
existed  between  the  Orangemen  and    the  catholics. 
Both  parties  admitted,  that  they  had  been  deceived  by 
the  United  Irishmen.     Neither  the  Orangemen  nor 
Defenders  deserved  the  epithet  rebellious.     That  ap- 
plied to  the  United  Irishmen  alone.     On  the  5th  of 
March,  1798,  Sir  Lawrence  Parsons  brought  forward 
his  promised  motion  for  a  committee  to  enquire  into 
the  state  of  the  country,  and  to  suggest  such  measures 
as  were  likely  to  conciliate  the  popular  mind.     This 
was  the  Icnigest  and  most   interesting  debate  of  die 
sesdon.     At  five  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  house 
divided,   when  19  voted  for,   and   156  against   the 
motion. 
Sir  R.  Abet-      In  all  thc  dcbates  in  parliament,  whenever  the  abuses 
commAnd-  and  outrages  of  the  army  were  mentioned  they  were 
never  contradicted,  but  palliated  or  justified  by  the 
treasury  bench.     They  were  the  natural  effusions  of 
.a  loyal  army  in  a  rebel  country.     The  courts  of  law 
were  open  to  redress,  and  none  should  complain^  who 
refused  to  seek  it.   Insulting  solace!  To  remit  cottagers, 
labourers,  and  farmers  to  the  legal  right,  without  the 
means  of  prosecuting  either  civilly  or  criminally.    The 
British  cabinet  had  most  judiciouslly  appointed  the  gal- 
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lant  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie  cotpmander-in-chief  in  Ire*     1 798. 
land,  well  knowing,  that  he  would  require  the  duties, 
without  debasing  the  character  of  the  soldier.     Soon 
,  after  his  arrival  he  found  himself  under  the  necessity  of 
publishing  in  general  orders*,  that  the  army  was  in  a 
state  of  licentiousness,  which  rendered  it  formidable 
to  every  one  but  the  enemy.     The  liberal  and  genuine 
spirit  of  the  British  soldier,  so  prominent  on  the  face 
of  these  orders,  was  repugnant  to  the  coercive  system 
of  the  Irish  ministry.     The  niflexible  firmness  of  that 
gallant  veteran  was  not  to  be  subdued  by  extortion, 
fear,  or  adulation.     Corrupt  influence  prevailed,  and 
he  was  forced  to  resign.     The  eflfect  of  a  principal 
part  of  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie*s  orders  was  defeated 
by  Mr.  Pclham's  letter  of  the  Sd  of  March,  1 798,  in 
which  he  informs  the  officers,  that  his  excellency  au* 
thorized  them  to  employ  force  against  any  persons 
assembled  in  arms,  or  not  in  arms,  without  waiting 
for  the  sanction  of  the  civil  authority,  if  in  their  opi- 
nion the  peace  of  the  realm,  and  the  safety  of  his  ma- 
jesty's subjects  might  be  endangered  by  waiting  for 
such   authority.     The  parliament  in  the  mean-while 
prepared  the   money  and  some  other  pressing  bills 
without  opposition,  w  liich  received  the  royal  assent  on 
the  24th  of  March. 

The  leaders  of  the  Union  were  promised,  that  sue-  France  pro- 
cours  should  be  sent  from  France  in  April ;  but  they  cours,  and 
never  arrived.     The   French,    indeed,    confided   so 
little  in  thek  new  allies,  that  in  all  their  communica- 

*  The  order  bears  date  the  26th  of  Fehruar7,  J  798,  and  i»  to   " 
foe  found  in  mj  Hist.  Rev.  vol.  XL  p.  663. 
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1798-  tionsthey  never  informed  the  rebel  directory  of  the 
place^  where  they  meant  to  land,  or  (except  in  the 
first)  the  force  they  meant  to  bring.  However,  Messrs. 
O'Connor,  M'Neven,  and  Einmett  have  observed  in 

their  memoir*,  that  the  French  never  would  abandon 

• 

the  plan  of  separating  Ireland  from  England,  so  long 
as  the  discontents  of  the  people  would  induce  them  to 
support  an  invasion.  The  resignation  of  General 
Abercrombie  was  the  fetal  moment  of  renovating  and 
extending  the  reign  of  terrorism.     Mr.  Pelhamf  re- 

*  Memoir  23.  There  appean  no  weU-fouoded  reason  for  qtiet* 
lioning  the  truth  of  that  roemorialy  Fas  est  ci  ai  hosie  doceri* 
"  Let  us  then  (say  they),  whilst  Ireland  is  yet  our  country,  be  in- 
dulged in*  a  few  remarks,  which  we  deem  extremely  important  to 
its  future  prosperity  ',  no-  that  we  have  given  these  foil  and  faith- 
ful details  of  the  past,  we  canuot  be  subjected  cf  any  bat  pure  dis- 
interested motives  in  uhat  we  are  about  to  say,  ere  we  leave  it  foK 
ever.  The  parts  we  have  acted  have  enabled  u»  to  gain  the  most 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  dispositions  and  hearts  of  our  country- 
men. From  that  knowledge  we  ^peak,  when  we  declare  our 
deepest  conviction,  that  the  penal  laws,  which  hate  followed  in 
such  doleful  and  rapid  succession,  the  house  burnings,  arbitrary 
imprisonments,  and  free  quarters,  and  above  all,  the  tortures  to 
extort  confessions,  neither  have  had,  nor  can  have,  any  otlier  efiect 
but  exciting  the  most  lively  rancour  in  the  hearts  of  almost  all 
the  people  of  l^reland,  against  those  of  their  oountr)'men,  who  have 
had  recourse  to  such  measures  for  maintaining  their  powtr.  and 
against  the  connexion  with  Great  Britain,  whose  men,  and  whose 
aid  had  been  poured  in  to  assist  tbexu.** 

t  In  the  H  St.  Rev.  vol.  IL  p.  667,  it  is  stated,  that  Mr.  Pelham 
(nowEarl  Chi-hester)  had  retired  from  office  in  disgust  at  the  sys- 
tem. But  the  author  has  been  assured,  by  authority  froin  his  lordship, 
'that  this  was  an  erroneous  statement :  that  he  approved  of  the  system 
all  the  measures  of  government  at  that  time  $  and  was  most  re* 
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kictantly  resigned  his  situation  from  ill  health,  and    }79^ 
was  succeeded   by  Lord  Castlereagh,  who  brought 
with  him  into  office  full  as  much  fervor  for  the  sys- 
tem as  his  predecessor*. 

Ivctant]/  compelled  by  a  severe  illoess  to  withdraw  his  services 
in  forwarding  (hem. 

*  The  system  at  this  time  (5th  April,  1798^  has  been  thus 
strongly  etched.  (Pet.  W.  C.  p.  12.  )  "  Here  we  perceive  and 
lament  the  effects  of  inveteracy,  conceived  by  his  Majesty's  mi- 
nbters  against  the  Irish.  Irritable  and  queUahU^  devoted  to 
superstition,  deaf  to  law,  and  hostile  to  property,  such  was  the 
picture,  which  at  different  times  his  ministers '  in  Ireland  have 
painted  of  his  people,  with  a  latent  view  to  flatter  the  English  by 
the  degradation  of  the  Irish^  and  by  such  sycophantship  and  ma- 
lice, they  have  persuaded  themselves  to  consider  their  fellow  sub- 
jects as  a  difierent  species  of  human  creature,  faXx  objects  of  reli- 
gious proscription  and  political  incspacities,  but  not  of  moral 
relationship,  or  moral  obligation ;  accordingly  they  have  afforded 
indemnity  for  the  rich,  and  new  pains  and  penalties  for  the  peo/Je  ; 
they  have  given  felonious  descriptions  of  his  Majesty  s  subjects, 
end  have  easily  persuaded  themselves  to  exercise  felonious  prac- 
tices against  their  lives  and  properties  ^  they  have  become  as  bar- 
barous as  their  system,  and  as  savage  as  their  own  description  of 
their/Countrymen  and  their  equals  3  and  now  it  seems  they  have 
communicated  to  the  British  minister,  at  once  their  deleterious 
maxims  and  their  foul  expressions,  and  he  too  indulges  and  wantons 
in  villainous  discourses  against  the  people  ot  Ireland,  sounding  the 
horrid  trumpet  of  carnage  and  separation.  Xhos  the  language  of 
the  ministers  becomes  an  encooragen>ent  to  the  army  to  murder 
the  Irish. 

"We  leave  these  scenes;  they  are  dreadful;  a  ministry  in 
league  with  the  abettors  of  the  Orange*boys  and  at  war  with  the 
people ;  a  people  unable  to  procure  a  hearing  in  either  country, 
while  the  loquacity  of  their  enemies  besieges  the  throne." 
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179«-        The  readoptlon  of  the  system  of  coercion  xras  pe- 
NewdecU-  c^l^^^lj  coDgenial  with  the  spirit  of  the  Orange  boys* 
»Si^1>f  Under  the  countenance  of  government  they  now  as- 
^^^^^^  sumed  a  tone  of  affording  protection ;  and  in  order  to 
do  a\^'ay  the  odium  they  had  incurred  by  their  past 
conduct  with  the  mass  of  people,  who  were  Catholics, 
some  of  their  leaders  published  an  address  strongly  dis- 
claiming all  the  imputations  and  chai'ges  of  their  ene- 
mies, and  expressive  of  the  most  purified  loyalty.*    In 
this  public  fever  the  opposite  parties  availed  them- 
selves alternately  of  the  advantage  of  misrepresenting 
their  antagonists. 
Misch^cv-        The  mischief  of  the  association  of  Orangemen  Con- 
or the        sisted  in   the  principle  of  national  disunion,  which  it 
tociSonr  essentially   went  to  establish  in  perpetuity.       They 
were  all  Protestants,  and  their  reguhvUcns  precluded 
the  admission  of  Catliolics  among  them.   As  they  now 
avowed  their  sole  object  was  to  preserve  public  order, 
and  make  head  against  the   United  Irishmen   and  ail 
other  enemies  to  the  state,  the  exclusion  of  the  Ca- 
tholics from  their  society  was  considered  by  the  gene- 
rality of  the  people  (however  ic  may  have  been  really 
intended  by  the  Orangemen)  an  indirect  charge  or 
open  intimation,  that  the  Catholics  made  common  cause 
with  the  United  Irishmen,  and  abetted  those  princi- 
ples, to  combat  which   the  Orangemen  professed  to 

*  The  form  of  their  address  is  to  be  seen  in  Hi^t.  Rev.  vol.  IL 
6/0  It  was  signed,  I'homas  Vcmcr,  Edward  Ball,  John  Claudius 
Beresford,  William  James,  Isaac  Dejoncourt, 
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have  united.     In  fact  where  such  a  society  exists,  re-     179& 
ligious  distinctions  can  never  subside.* 

Notwithstanding  the  system  were  now  pushed  to  DiscoTery 
unprecedented .  severity ,  the  discovery  of  the  designs  beiuon! 
of  the  conspirators  was  not  the  result  of  any  measure 
of  government.  It  was  procured  from  the  infideUty  to 
their  cause  of  one  Thomas  Reynolds,  a  silk-mercer 
of  Dublin,  and  a  Catholic,  who  had  so  completely 
wound  himself  into  the  confidence  of  Lord  Edward 
Fitzgerald  and  Mr.  Oliver  Bond,  that  in  the  year 
1797  he  was  appointed  a  colonel,  then  treasurer 
and  representative  of  the  county  of  Kildare^  and  at 

*  Notwitlistandiiig  the  attempts  to  clear  the  principles  of  the 
Orange  confederacy  from  the  charges  of  cruelty,  it  is  incontest- 
able from  the  examination  of  Mr.  O'Connor,  that  government  bad 
no  doubt  of  their  oath  of  extermtnatioQ.  f  Mtm.  p.  52  ) 

Committee.  (Tovernmcnt  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Orange 
system,  nor  their  extermination. 

O'Connor*  You,  my  Lord  (^Castlereagh)  from  the  station  you 
fill,  must  be  sensible,  that  the  executive  of  any  country  has  it  id 
it's  power  to  collect  a  vast  mass  of  information,  and  you  must 
know  from  the  secret  nature,  and  seal  of  the  union,  that  its  exe- 
cutive must  have  the  nyjst  minute  inforaiation  of  every  act  in  the 
Irish  government.  As  one  of  the  executive,  it  came  to  mykuow-* 
ledge,  that  considerable  sums  of  money  were  ex()endcd  through- 
out the  nation,  in  endeavouring  to  extend  the  Orange  system, 
and  that  the  oath  of  extermination  was  administered  ;  when  these 
fects  are  coupled,  not  only  with  general  impunity,  which  hat 
been  uniformly  extended  towards  the  acts  of  this  infernal  as- 
sociation, but  the  marked  encoiuragtment  its  members  have  re- 
ceived from  government,  I  find  it  impossible  to  exculpate  tLc 
government  from  being  the  parent  and  pioiectv^r  of  these  sworn 
extirpators.  » 
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17^     last,  delegate  for  the  prpTince  of  Lanster.     This 
man   having  settled   his    terms  vodi  Mr.  Cope,  a 
Dublin   merchant^   and    having  received  five    hun- 
dred guineas  in  hand,  gave  information  that  the  Lein- 
8ter  delegates  were  to  meet  at  Mr.  Oliver  Bond's  on 
the  12th  of  March,  to  concert  measures  for  an  imme- 
diate insurrection. 
The  Letn.        In  consequeuce  of  this,  Mr.  Justice  Swan,  attended 
gfttes  and     by  twelve  Serjeants  in  coloured  clothes,  arrested  the 
icsced.        Leinster  delegates,  thirteen  in   number,  while    st- 
ring in  Mr.  Bond's  house.     They  seized  several  of 
their  papers,  which  led  to  the  full  discovery  of  the  in- 
tended insurrection :  and  on  the  same  day    Messrs. 
Emmett,  M'Neven,  Bond,  Sweetman,  Henry  Jackson^ 
and  Hugh  Jackson  were  taken  into  custody,  and  war* 
rants  were  granted  against  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald 
and  Messrs.  M'Cormick  and  Sampson,  who  having 
notice  made  their  escape. 
The  insur.       xhe  leaders  did  not  intend  to  brine  forward  the  in* 

rrction  pre-  ^  ^  •  ^ 

mttuieiy     surrcction  till  the  French  should  come  to  their  assist- 

forced  luto 

explosion,  auce^  and  meant  in  the  mean  rime  to  continue  to 
increase  their  numbers,  and  to  add  to  their  stock  of 
arms;  but  in  the  spring  of  1798,  the  loyalty  of  the 
people  was  so  strongly  marked,  that  the  chief  con- 
spirators perceiving  their  cause  was  losing  ground, 
had  no  alternative  but  to  hazard  a  general  rising,  or 
abandon  their  hopes.  To  prevent  despondency  a* 
mongst  {he  members  of  th<?  union  on  the  occasion  of 
this  discovery  and  seizure,  a  hand- bill  was  circulated 
mtlx  industry,  and  had  considerable  effect  in  keeping 
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up  their  spirits*.     Up<m  the  seizure  of  the  delegates    ^^ 
a  new  directory  was  chosen^  which  soon  experienced 
the  fate  of  the  former.     Their  proceedings  were  dis- 
closed by  another  informer ;  a  Captain  Armstrong,  of 
the  Ejng's  County  Milida^  who  had  pretended  to  ea« 

*  In  order  to  shew  the  feelingg>  confidence,  and  resolution  of  the 
rebels  at  this  period  the  form  of  this  hand-bill  is  given.  *'  For  us  the 
''  keen  but  momentary  anxiety  occasioned  by  the  situation  of  our 
''  invaluable  friends,  subsided,  on  learning  all  the  circumstaneea 
'*  of  the  case,  into  a  calm  tranquillity,  a  conscding  conviction  of 
**  mind,  that  they  are  as  safe  as  innocence  can  make  them  now  s 
''  and  to  these  sentiments  were  quickly  added  a  redoubled  energy, 
''  a  ten-fold  activity  of  exertion,  which  has  already  produced  the 
'*  happiest  effects^  The  organization  of  the  capital  is  perfect.  No 
''  vacancies  existlag,  arrangements  have  been  made,  and  are  still 
^*  making,  to  secure  for  our  oppressed  brethren,  whose  trials  ap« 
^'  proach,  the  benefit  of  legal  defence,  and  the  centinels,  whom 
*^  you  have  appointed  to  watch  over  your  interests,  stand  firm  at 
*'  their  posts,  vigilant  of  events,  and  prompt  to  give  you  notice 
^*  and  advice,  which,  on  every  occasion  at  all  requiring  it,  rely  on 
**  receiving.  This  recital.  Irishmen,  if  meant  to  guard  those  of 
'<  you^  who  are  remote  from  the  scene  of  the  late  events^  against 
<''  the  consequences  of  misrepresentation  and  mistake.  The 
**  most  unfounded  rumours  have  been  set  afloat,  fabricated 
*'  for  the  double  purpose  oC  delusion  and  intimidation.  Your 
<'  enemies  talk  of  treachery^  in  the  vain  and  fallacious  hope  of 
"  creating  it ;  but  you,  who  scorn  equally  to  be  their  dupes  or 
''  their  slaves,  will  meet  their  forgeries  with  dignified  contempt, 
'<  incapable  of  being  either  goaded  into  untimely  violence,  or 
''  sunk  into  pusillanimous  despondency.  Be  firm,  Irishmen, — 
**  but  be  cool  and  cautious  -,  be  patient  yet  a  while  -,  trusty  to  no 
**  unauthorized  communication  j  and  above  all,  we  warn  you— 
^'  again  and  again  we  warn  you — against  doing  the  work  of  your 
'^  tyrants,  by  premature,  by  partial,  or  divided  exertion.  If  Ireland. 
**  shall  be  forced  to  throw  away  the  scabbard,  let  it  be  at  her  own 
fj  time,  not  tfeeir^s/* 
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179^-     ter  into  the  conspiracy  with  the  intention  of  discover* 
ing  their  schemes  to  government  *• 
General  A  proclamation  t  was  published  on  the  '30th  of 

tionand  BfaTch  announcing  the  existence  of  a  conspiracy 
teringn,  and  against  the  government,  and  declaring^  that  orders  had 
mtioZ  ^  been  issued^  commanding  the  officers  of  his  majesty's 
forces  to  employ  the  most  summary  and  effectual 
measures  for  the  immediate  suppression  of  that  con* 
spiracy,  and  for  disarming  the  rebels  and  all  disaf* 
fected  persons.  On  the  3d  of  Aprils  a  manifesto; 
from  the  generars  head-quarters  addressed  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  Eildare,  required  them  to  surrender  their 
arms  in  the  space  of  ten  days,  threatening,  in  case  of 
non-compliance,  to  distribute  large  bodies  of  troops 
among  them  to  live  at  free  quarters,  promi^ng  re- 
wards to  such,  as  would  give  information  of  concealed 
.  arms  or  amunition,  and  denouncing  further  severities 
if  the  county  should  still  continue  in  a  disturbed  state* 
On  (he  advance  of  the  military  into  each  county,  the 
like  notice  was  gtven^  and  at  the  expiration  of  the 
ten  days,  the  troops  were  quartered  on  the  houses  of 
the  disaffected  or  suspected,  in  numbers  proportioned 
to  the  supposed  guilt  and  ability  of  the  owners.  Num- 
bers of  houses,  with  their  furniture,  were  burned,  in 


*  It  shews  the  inflexible  determination,  with  which  the  united 
Irishmen  entered  into  the  conspiracy,  that  ont  of  the  whole  nam- 
ber  Reynolds  the  informer  should  alone  have  betrayed  tbem. 
Armstrong  was  not  properly  an  united  Irishmap>  having  only  taken 
the  oalh  for  the  purpose  of  discovery. 

t  i;  Journ.  Com.  DCCCCXI. 
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which  concealed  arms  had  been  found,  in  Which  meet--  iTps- 
ings  of  the  union  had  beeil  holden,  or  whose  occu- 
pants had  been  guilty  of  the  fabrication  of  pikes,  or 
had  been  suspected  of  other  practices  for  the  pro- 
motion of  the  conspiracy.  Numbers  were  daily 
scourged,  picketed,  or  otherwise  put  to  pain,  to  force 
confessions  of  concealed  arms  or  plots.  Outrageous 
acts  of  severity  were  often  committed  by  persons  not 
in  the  regular  troops.  Men  imprisoned  on  suspicion 
or  private  information  were  sometimes  halMianged, 
or  strangled  almost  to  death,  before  their  guilt  or  in- 
nocence could  be  ascertained  by  trial.^  Persons,  who 
wore  their  hair  short,  or  happened  to  have  any  part 
of  their  apparel  of  a  green  colour,  were  considered 
as  displaying  emblems  of  republicanism.  The  term 
croppT/  was  adopted  to  signify  a  revolutionist.  A  most 
barbarous  practice  prevailed  of  applying  arbitrarily 
to  the  head  of  any  peron  wearing  a  short  head  of  hair, 
caps  of  coarse  linen  or  strong  brown  paper,  smeared 
with  pitch  on  the  inside,- which  in  some  instances  ad- 
hered so  firmly  as  not  to  be  disengaged  without 
laceration  of  the  hair  and  skin.  The  united  party 
retaliated  in  some  measure  by  seizing  and  crop- 
ping the  hair  of  such  as  they  wished  to  rends  r  liable 
to  the  application  of  the  pitched  cap.  Various  other 
violent  acts  were  committed,  and  the  best  members  of 
society  often  suffered  these  military  outrages  from  in- 
temperate or  affected  zeal,  secret  accusation,  and  pri- 
vate malice.  For  both  Magistrates  and  military  of- 
ficers  were  empowered  to  receive  informations,  to  keep 
the  names  of  the  informers  profoundly  secret,  and 
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172)8.  proceed  against  the  accused  according  to  their  cBs* 
cretion.  A  Mr.  Wright  was  seized  at  Clonmel  by  Mr. 
T.  Judkin  Fitzgerald^  and  flagellated  almost  to  death 
by  n^eiving  500  lashes,  merely  for  having  in  his 
pocket  a  letter  written  in  the  French  language,  upon 
an  indifferent  subject.  He  afterwards  recovered  5001. 
in  an  action.  The  matter  was  brought  before  par- 
liament, as  will  be  hereafter  noticed.  Many  such  ac- 
tions  would  have  been  brought  had  not  parliament 
passed  an  act  to  indemnify  magistrates  and  officers 
from  all  errors  or  excesses  committed  by  them  under 
color  of  public  service. 
Catholic  As  the  conspiracy  gained  ground  and    publicity, 

^n.*""  some  of  the  leading  catholics  thought,  that  an  act  of 
the  body  should  go  forth  to  the  public,  expressive  of 
their  abhorrence  of  it,  and  with  a  view  to  recall  such 
of  iheir  religious  persuasion,  as  had  been  deluded 
into  the  conspiracy  kgainst  the  government.  Ac- 
cordingly, on  the  6th  of  May,  Lords  Fingall,  Gor- 
nianstown,  Southwell,  Kenmare,  Sir  Edward  Bellew, 
41  gentlemen  and  professors  of  divinity,  and  the 
president  of  the  college  of  Maynooth,  published  a  de- 
claration* under  their  signatures,  as  a  protest  against 
any  imputation  of  their  bodies  abetting  and  favoring 
rebellion  and  treason. 
Discovery  Although  the  government  had  been  some  time  in 
ofUrdhd-  possession,  through  the  information  of  Reynolds  and 
jcraid.  Armstrong,  of  all  the  particulars  of  the  conspiracy, 
they  had  hitherto  encouraged  its  progress,  in  order, 

*  The  declaration  is  tp  be  scet),  Hibt.  Rev.  vol,  II.  p.  Q^Q. 
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as  it  has  been  boasted  of  by  their  confidential  servants^  ^70^- 
that  the  suppression  of  it  might  be  effected  with  more 
eclat  and  terror*.  As  the  expected  .explosion  however 
now  drew  so  near,  it  was  found  necessary  to  arrest 
more  of  the  principal  conspirators,  who  might  give 
directions^,  energy,  and  effect  to  the  insurrection.  Lord 
Edward  Fitzgerald  had  absconded  since  the  1 2th  of 
March  ;  and  on  the  1 9th  of  May  was  lodged  in  the 
house  of  one  Murphy,  a  featherman  in  Thomas-street. 
Thither  Major  Sirr,  attended  by  Captain  Swan,  of  the 
revenue  corps,  and  Captain  Ryan,  of  the  Sepulchre 's, 
and  eight  soldiers  disguised,  repaired  in  coaches. 
While  they  were  posting  the  soldiers  in  such  a  man- 
ner, as  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  an  escape,  Captain 
Swan  perceiving  a  woman  running  hastily  upstairs,  for 
the  purpose,  as  he  supposed,  of  alarming  Lord  Ed- 
ward, followed  her  with  the  utmost  speed  ;  and,  on 
entering  an  apartment,  found  I^ord  Edward  lying  on 
a  bed,  in  his  dressing  jacket.  He  approached  the  bed, 
and  infonned  his  lordship,  that  he  had  a  wairant  against 
him,  and  that  resistance  would  be  vain ;  assuring  him 
at  the  same  time,  that  he  would  treat  him  with  the 
utmost  respect.  Lord  Edward  sprang  from  the  bed, 
and  snapped  ^  pistol,  which  missed  fire,  at  Captain 
Swan :  he  then  closed  with  him,  drew  a  dagger,  gave 
him  a  wound  in  the  hand,  and  different  wounds  in 
his  body;  one  of  them  under  the  ribs  was  deep  and 
dangerous,,  and  bled  most  copiously.     At  that  mo- 

*  Quere !  To  what  chapter  of  Ethics  is  to  be  placed  the  poli- 
tical morality  of  encouraging  crimes  and  bloodshed  ? 
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i/ps.    mcht  Captain  Ryan  entered,  and  missed  fire  at  Lord 
Edward  with  a  pocket  pistol ;  on  which  he  made  a 
lunge  at  him  with  a  sword  cane^  which  bent  on  his 
ribs  ;  but  affected  him  so  much,  that  he  threw  him- 
self on  the  bed,  and  Captain  Ryan  closing  with  him, 
a  violent  scuffle  ensued,  during  which  Lord  Edward 
plunged  the  dagger  into  his  side.     They    then  fdl 
on  the  ground,  where  Captain  Ryan  received  many 
desperate   wounds;    one    of   which,    in   the   lower 
part  of  his  belly,  was  so  large,  that  his  bowels  fell 
out  on  the  floor.     Major  Sirr  having  entered  the  room, 
saw  Captain  Swan  bleeding,  and  Lord  Edward  ad- 
vancing t6wards  the  door,  while  Captain  Ryan  wel- 
tering in  blood  on  the  floor,  was  holding  him  by  one 
leg,  and  Captain  Swan  by  the  other;   he  therefore 
fired  at  Lord  Edward  with  a  pistol,  and  wounded  him 
in  the  shoulder,  on  which  he  cried  out  for  mercy,  and 
surrendered  himself.   His  lordship  was  then  conveyed 
to  the  castle.    Some  attempts  to  rescue  him  were  de- 
feated by  the  arrival  of  the  guards.     On  the  19th  and 
21st   of  May,    other  arrests  were  made.      Patrick 
Byrne,  the  bookseller,  and  Messrs.  Sheares,  brothers, 
both  barristers,  and  much  loved  and  respected  by  the 
profession,  were  committed  for  high  treason.     In  their 
house  was  found  a  proclamation*,  intended  to  have  been 
published  on  the  morning  after  the  projected  insurrec- 
tion should  have  taken  place.     The  severe  measurcsf 
to  which  government  had  lately  had  recourse,  ex- 

*  It  is  given  in  tlie  Historical  Review,  vol.  I£.  p.  689. 
t  Goi don's  Historj  of  the  Rebeilioo^  p.  66, 
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cited  a  spirit  of  revenge  and  cruelty  in  the  insurgents,     J798- 
which  the  former  members  of  the  directory  had  not*. 

*  Th*!  examination  of  Mr.  Emmett  before  the  committee  of  the 
lords  throws  the  trOe  light  upon  this  matter,  IJ  Com.  Journ, 
DCCCCIX. 

"  Question,  Was  John  Sheares  a  member  of  the  executive 
before  your  arrest  ? 

"  Answer,  He  was  not.  Says  tlw  eld  executive  never  meant 
to  spill  bloody  but  rather  to  retain  men  of  a  cerla'm  rnnk  as 
hostages;  and  if  they  found  them  hostile  to  the  rew  government, 
to  send  them  out  of  the  country.  That  it  was  also  determined, 
that  if  the  wives  of  such  persons  did  not  act  with  hostility  to  the 
new  government,  they  should  be  allowed  a  maintenance  out  of  the 
husband's  property,  and  that  each  child  should  have  a  pottion, 
the  residue  to  belong  to  the  nation.*' 

The  before-mentioned  memoir  gives  a  more  enlarged  account. 
Mem.  p,3l, 

"  Lord  Dillon,  Mr.  Emmett,  you. have  stated  the  views  of  the 
executive  to  be  very  liberal  and  very  enlightened,  and  I  believe 
your*s  were  so  5  but  let  me  ask  yow,  whether  it  was  not  intended 
to  cut  off  (in  the  beginning  ot  the  contest)  the  leaders  of  the 
opposition  party,  by  a  sumniary  mode,  such  as  assassination: 
my  reason  fof  asking  you  is,  John  Sheares's  proclamation,  the 
most  terrible  paper  that  ever  appeared  in  any  country  :  it  says, 
that  *  many  of  your  tyrants  have  bled,  and  others  must  bleed/  &c- 

''  Emmett.  My  lords,  as  to  Mr.  Sheares's  proclaniation,  lie 
was  not  of  the  executive  when  I  was. 

*'  Lfird  Chancellor,     He  was  of  the  new  executive. 

*'  Emmett.     I  do  not  know  he  w«9  of  any  executive,  except 

« 

from  what  your  lordship  says ;  but  I  believe  he  was  joined  with 
some  others  in  framing  a  particular  plan  of  insurrection  for  Dublin 
and  its  neighbourhood  :  neither  do  I  know  what  value  he  annexed 
to  those  words  in  his  proclamation ;  but  I  caft  amwer,  that  whi]» 
I  was  of  the  executive,  there  was  no  such  design,  but  the  con- 
trary J  for  we  conceived  when  one  of  you  lost  your  lives  we  lost 
an  hostage^    Our  intention  was  to  seize  you  all,  and  keep  you  ha 


433  The  Reign  of  George  II L  - 

1798.         On  the  2l8t  of  May,  Lord  Castlereagh^  by  direc- 

insurrcc-    tion  of  the  lord-HeutenaDt^  wrote  to  the   lord  mayor, 

ally  an       to  acquaint  hirt,  '*  That  his  excellency  had  discover- 

Puiiamcnt.  cd,  that  the  disaffected  in  the  city  and  neighbourhood 

of  Dublin,  had  formed  a  plan  of  possessing  themselves, 

in  the  course  of  the  present  week,  of  them  etropo- 

lis,   and  of  seizing  the  executive  government,  and 

those  in  authority  within  the  city/*     On  the  22d  of 


hosfnge^,  for  the  conduct  of  England  \  and  aAer  the  revolntion 
over,  if  you  could  not  live  under  the  new  government,  to  tend 
you  out  of  the  country.  1  will  add  one  thing  mure,  ^bich  tboi^ 
it  is  not  at)  answer  to  your  qnestion^  you  may  have  a  curiosity  to 
hear.  In  such  a  struggle  it  was  natural  to  expect  confiscations : 
our  intention  was,  that  every  wife  who  had  not  instigated  ber 
husband  to  resistance  should  be  provided  for  out  of  tbe  property, 
notwithstanding  confiscations  >  and  eveiy  child,  who  was  too 
young  to  be  bis  own  master,  or  form  bis  own  opinion,  was  to  have 
a  child's  poition.  Your  lordships  will  now  judge  bow  far  we 
intended  to  be  cruel. 

"  Lord  Chancellor.  Pray  Mr.  £romett>  what  caused  tbe  late 
insurrection  ? 

"  Emmett,  The  free  quarters,  the  bouse  burnings,  tbe  tor- 
tures, and  the  military  executions,  iu  the  counties  of  Kildare^ 
Carlow,  and  Wicklow. 

"  Lord  Chancellor.  Don't  you  think  the  arrests  of  tbe  l2tb  of 
March  caused  it  ? 

'^  Emmett.  No :  but  I  bdiave  if  it  had  not  been  for  tbese  ar« 
rests  it  would  not  have  taken  place;  for  the  people,  irritated  by 
what  they  had  suffered,  had  been  long  pressing  tlie  executive  to 
consent  to  au  insurrection,  but  they  had  resisted  or  eluded  it,  aod 
even  determined  to  persevere  in  the  same  line :  after  tbese  arrests^ 
however,  other  persons  came  forward,  who  were  irritated,  and 
thought  differently,  who  consented  to  let  tbat  partial  inaurrectioa 
'lake  place.** 
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May,  his  lordship  presented  a  message  to  the  House  ^^79^' 
of  Commons,  from  his  excellency,  to  the  like  effect ; 
and  that  in  consequence  he  had  taken  such  precautions^ 
that  he  doubted  not  the  designs  of  the  rebellious 
would  be  effectually  defeated.  The  House  voted  an 
address  expressive  of  their  horror  and  indignation,  and 
of  their  determined  resolution  and  energy  to  support 
government.  The  speaker  and  all  the  members  im- 
mediately waited  on  his  excellency  with  the  address ; 
and  to  shew  their  zeal,  and  to  increase  the  solemnity 
of  the  proceeding,  they  walked  through  the  streets  on 
foot,  two  and  two,  preceded  by  the  speaker,  the  Ser- 
jeant at  arms,  and  all  the  officers  of  the  house. 

Notwithstanding  by  the  late  discoveries  and  seizures.  Breaking 
the  rebels  were  left  without  heads  to  plan,  or  officers  rebellion. 
to  execute  their  designs,  yet  it  was  impossible  to  sup- 
press the  volcano  from  the  eruption,  which  had  been 
long  settled  for  the  23d  of  May.  On  that  day  Mr. 
Nelson  and  some  other  leading  conspirators  were  ar- 
rested; the  city  and  county  of  Dublin  were  pro- 
claimed ;  the  guards  at  the  castle  were  trebled,  and 
the  whole  city  converted  into  a  besieged  garrison. 
The  northern  and  Coimaught  mail-coaches  were 
stopped,  which  was  a  preconcerted  signal  of  insur- 
rection ;  and,  about  twelve  o'clock  on  the  morning 
of  the  24th,  a  body  of  rebels  attacked  the  town  and 
jail  of  Naas,  where  Lord  Gosford  commanded.  As 
the  guard  had  been  seasonably  increased,  in  expecta- 
tion of  such  an  attack,  the  assailants  were  repulsed, 
and  driven  into  a  narrow  avenue,  where,  without  or- 
der or  discipline,  they  sustained  for  some  time  the 

2f 
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179^  attack  of  the  Armagh  militia,  and  Sir  Watkins  Wil- 
liam Wymie's  fendble  corps  of  Ancient  Britons. 
The  king's  troops  admitted,  that  they  lost  two  officers 
and  about  thirty  men ;  and  the  rebels  were  reported 
to  have  lost  140  in  the  contest  and  their  flight.  They 
were  diq)ersed,  and  several  of  them  taken  prisoners  *• 
On  the  same  day«  a  small  division  of  his  majesty's 
forces  was  surprized  at  the  town  of  Prosperous ;  and 
a  detachment  at  the  village  of  Clane  cut  thdr  way 
to  Naas^  with  considerable  loss.  About  the  same 
time.  General  Dundas  encountered  a  large  body  of 
insurgents  on  the  hills  near  KUcullin,  and  130  of 
them  were  left  dead  upon  the  field.  On  the  follow*- 
^S  ^7'  ^hout  400  rebels,  under  the  command  of 
Ledwich  and  Keough,  were  defeated  near  Cloudalkin 
by  a  party  of  dragoons  under  Lord  Roden.  Their 
leaders  were  taken,  immediately  tried  by  a  court- 
martial,  and  executed,  having  pleaded  in  vain,  that 
they  had  been  forced  into  the  service.  These  failures 
on  behalf  of  the  rebels  did  not  damp  their  sanguine 
hopes  of  future  success :  so  deeply  rooted  was  their 

•  Tliroughout  the  rebellion,  it  was  the  unfair  and  mischievou* 
practice  of  government  to  exaggerate  the  losses,  and  misrepresent 
the  conduct  of  the  rebels.  On  this  occasion  not  more  than  nine  or 
ten  rebels  feW ;  but  in  three  or  four  hours  after,  5?  of  a  crowd  in 
the  street  were  kiJIed:  and  many  of  them  were  shot  when  escaping 
from  their  huts,  whicli  wera  set  on  fire.  Others  were  takea  out  of 
their  houses,  .and  instantly  hanged  in  the  street.  Such  was  the 
brutal  ferocity  of  some  of  the  king's  troops,  that  they  half  roasted, 
and  eat  of  the  flesh  of  one  man  ( by  the  name  of  Walsh)  who  bad  not 
been  in  arms.  See  a  verified  detail  of  the  conduct  of  the  king's 
troops  at  Naas.    Hist.  Rev.  vol.  III.  p.  708. 
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hatred  of  the  government^  by  which  they  felt  them-     *79d. 
selves  oppressed. 

General  Lake,  who,  lipon  the  resignation  of  Sir  Caoiionarjr 

mcasurciof 

Ralph  Abercrombie,  had  been  appointed  commander  Govem- 
in  chief,  published  on  the  24lh  of  May,  a  notice  that 
he  should  exert  in  the  most  summary  manner  the 
powers  entrusted  *  to  him  for  suppressing  the  rebeK 
lion ;  and  that  all  persons  in  anywise  aiding  or  as- 
sisting therein,  would  be  treated  as  rebels,  and  pu- 
nished accordingly ;  and  required  all  the  inhabitants 
of  the  city  of  Dublin,  with  certain  exceptions,  to  I'e- 
main  within   their  respective    dwellings   from    nine 
o'clock  at  night  till  five  in  the  morning,  under  pain  of  ^ 
punishment.     On  the  same  morning  also,  for  better 
securing  the  peace  of  the  city,  the  lord  mayor  pub- 
lished a  proclamation  for  delivering  in  a  list  of  their 
registered  arms,  and  for  delivering  up  all  arras  not  re- 
gistered.     These  measures  of  government  so  fkr  ap- 
peased '  the  turbulency  of  the  insurgents,  and  tran- 
quillized the  metropolis,  that  the  House  of  Commons 
uninterruptedly  went  through  the  business  of  the  day. 
Lord  Castlereagh  communicated  to  them  the  lord- 
lieutenant's   proclamation,  and   an   address   was   re- 
solved   upon,    to    express  their  approbation  of  his 
excellency's  measure.      Colonel   MaxWfeU   proposed 
the  instant  military  execution  of  the  principal  fbment- 
ers  and  leaders  of  the  rebellion  then  in  confinement, 
in  order  (o  cut  oflF  all   expectation  of  rescuing  them 
at  a  future  day*     This  was  opposed  by  Lord  Castle- 

*  i.  #.  By  tlic  Lord  Licut^hanfs  prdclamaiion  ot  that  mornihg, 
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I79I-     re^fa>  v^  moved  an  adjoumineat  to  that  day  '. 

night.  . 
1^^^^  Tbe^^Sacceofgoreminau  within  the  cental 
TfrnTat^M  such  ot  die  cunaptatMs  &oia  riaag,  as  remaine 
""^^  tbe  OCT  ;  and  the  saznre  of  so  many  of  thar  le 
pr£T«nted  anr  concert  vx  command,  and  conseqi 
W  eSexx.  in  their  moTemeots.  The  country  w 
the  m^aa  dme  beset  In  erery  diredioa  for  twen 
thiny  miks  around  vith  detached  bands  of 
undfidpUaed  nbble,  acting  for  the  most  part 
anned,  and  without  plan  or  command.  They  } 
nlly  awaited  the  signal,  which  they  eqiectec 
the  castle,  the  barracks,  and  the  whole  city  of  ] 
Un,  being  in  their  poEsession.  It  was  a  melanf 
ptcof  of  the  progress  of  rebdiion,  that  every 
son  almost  without  distinction,  in  aiul  about  ] 
lin,  whose  situation  in  life  placed  him  in  the 
casion  of  re!aii;inT  any  nunibvr  of  men  eith( 
sonants,  artiiktrs,  workmen,  or  labourers,  \?as 
denly  left  and  abandoned  by  those  persons  at 
ing  their  re?p-.ctive  posts  for  the  general  ri 
An  awful  itsson  of  the  power  of  combinauon 
people  at  first  linked  together  upon  fair  and  avi 
principles,  then  cemented  by  a  common  caus 
grievance,  and  at  last  goaded  into  revenge  and  de 
by  unnecessary  severity,  or  unwarrantable  en 
These  notorious  circumstances  loudly  acquit  the! 
ed  Irishmen  of. the  base  charge  of  systematic  ass: 
adon.  Had  such  been  their  design,  admission 
families  must  have  been  their  first  object :  yet  sea 
s  there  a  family  of  consequence  throughout  th 
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tion,  in  which  several  sworn  members  of  the  union  }'^^\ 
were  not  to  be  found.  War  having  now  been  openly 
commenced  by  the  rebels,  government  increased  their 
coercion.  Ahhough  no  public  act  sanctioned  the 
picketings^  stranglings,  floggings,  and  torturings  to 
extort  confessions,  yet  under  the  very  eye  of  govern- 
ment, and  with  more  than  their  tacit  permission, 
were  these  outrages  practised^  in  breach  of  the  con- 
stitution, and  in  defiance  of  humanity  and  policy. 
Even  to  this  hour  is  that  conduct  of  the  Irish  Go- 
vernment not  only  defended  and  justified,  but  pane- 
gyrized by  the  advocates  and  creatures  *  of  the  infu- 
riate drivers  of  that  system  of  terrorism.  In  Beres* 
ford's  Riding  House,  Sandy's  Prevot,  the  Old  Custom 
House,  the  Royal  Exchange,  some  of  the  barracks, 
and  other  places  in  Dublin,  there  were  daily,  hourly 
exhibitions  of  these  torturings ;  as  there  also  were  in 
almost  every  town,  village,  or  hamlet  throughout  the 
kingdom,  in  which  troops  were  quartered. 

*  Amongst  such  creatures  is  to  be  reckoned  Sir  Richard  Mus- 
grave>  >vho  has  loaded  a  heavy  quarto  volume  of  memoirs  of  th# 
different  rebellions  in  Ireland,  with  the  most  ofiensive  calomntefy 
notorious  falsehoods,  and  wicked  provocations  to  disturbaooe.  Lord 
Cornwallis,  on  this  account,  indignantly  disclaimed  the  acceptanct 
of  the  dedication  of  so  scandalous  and  mischievous  a  work.  This 
systematic  traducer  of  the  Irish  nation  has  had  the  exclusive  a» 
surance  to  publish  a  laboured  defence  of  the  tonure  to  extract 
confessions,  and  the  self- convicting  stupidity  of  asserting  that  tkit 
practice  itever  was  sanctioned  Ly  Government  5  as  they  on  the  con^ 
trary  used  their  utmost  endeavours  to  prevent  it,  and  the  evidence 
extorted  from  t  hit  person  whipped  never  was  used  to  convict  any 
person  !tf 
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1798.  Several  unsuccessful  attacks  were  made  by  the  re- 
Progress  of  bels  Oil  the  S^th  of  May,  namely,  on  Carlow,  Hack- 
lioo.  etstown,  and    Monastereven.     They  succeeded    no 

better  in  the  skirmishes  near  Rathfarnham,  Tallagh, 
Lucan^  Luske^  Collon,  and  Baltinglass :  but  at  Dun- 
boyne  and  Barretstown,  they  had  the  advantage.  The 
body,  amounting  to  more  than  a  thousand^  which  at« 
tacked  Carlow,  having  assembled  to  exercise  on  the 
lawn  before  the  house  of  Sir  Edward  Cro^ie,  a  mile 
and  a  half  distant  from  the  town^  marched  thence 
into  the  town  in  an  unmilitary  and  tumultuary  manner, 
shouting,  as  they  nished  in  with  vain  confidence, 
that  the  town  was  their  own ;  but  the  destructive  fire 
from  the  garrison  forced  them  to  recoil ;  and  finding 
their  flight  intercepted,  numbers  took  refuge  in 
the  houses,  which  were  immediately  fired  by  die 
soldiery.  About  eighty  houses,  with  some  hundred 
men  were  consumed  -in  this  conflagration.  Not 
a  man  of  the  king's  troops  was  evea  wounded. 
After  the  defeat,  executions  instantly  comm^ced; 
and  about  two  hundred  in  a  short  time  wer^ 
hanged  or  shot,  according  to  martial  law.  Among 
the  victims  on  this  occasion  was  Sir  Edward 
Crosbie,  who  had  not  accompanied  the  insur- 
gents in  their  march,  nor  had  ever  swerved  from  his 
allegiance ;  he  was  condemned  and  shot  as  an  United 
Irishman.  In  the  attack  upon  Slane,  several  of 
the  assailants  appeared  dressed  in  the  uniforms  of  the 
Cork  militia  and  Ancient  Britons ;  which  appearance, 
in  this  and  some  other  instances,  proved  a  fatal  deceit 
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to  the  king's  troops.  They  were  the  spoils  taken  at  V9^ 
Prosperous;  at  which  place  the  success  of  the  rebels, 
amongst  other  causes,  was  owing  to  their  having  been 
beaded  or  led  on  to  the  attack  by  an  officer  *  ;  as  their 
defeats  in  most  other  places^  with  immense  superiority 
of  numbers,  were  to  be  attributed  to  the  want  of  some 
intelligent  person  to  controul  and  direct  them.  Their 
discomfitures  in  general  were  not  the  effect  of  fear^ 
but  of  want  of  discipline, 

**  It  was  acknowledged  by  prisoners  taken  at  Naas,  Bloody 
and  it  appeared  by  written  directions  found  in  the  tho  rebels, 
pockets  of  the  slain  and  wounded,  that  their  orders 
were  to  put  to  death  every  officer,  lists  of  whom  were 
written  upon  these  papers ;  then  to  disarm  such  of  the 
soldiery,  as  would  not  instantly  join  them,  and  reserve 
them  fof  further  deliberation,  presuming,  that  their 
cooler  reflection  would  bring  them  over  to  their 
cause.  These  ^6anguinary  orders  providentially  failed 
at  Naas,  but  too  fatally. succeeded  at  Prosperous  and 
elsewhere,  from  want  of  timely  information  of  the 
intent  of  the  rebels.  Government  had  neglected  to 
send  to  the  different  posts  (they  knew  of  each  in- 
tended attack ) :  this  omission  was  the  cause  of  much 
blood  having  been  spilled  on  the  fatal  night  of  the 

23d  of  May,  and  tended  to  render  the  contest  more 
ferocious  and  cruel  on  both  sides.     Not  only  was  . 

*  This  officer  was  Dr.  Efinond,  who  was  lientenant  in  the 
Clane  cavalry >comraanded  by  Capt.  Griffith.  He  contrived  on  th« 
next  morniug  to  appear  on  parade  with  his  corps  :  whence  be  was 
taken  into  arrest,  and  afterwards  regularly  tried  and  executed  at 

Dublin. 
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1798, 
^'^'^^     quarter  refused  to  all  rebels,  who  had  arms  in  their 

hands,  but  many  others  were  put  to  death,  who  had 

given   no  symptoms  of  disaffection;    and  after  the 

heat  of  battle  others  were  coolly  executed  without  any 

form  of  trial  whatever  *• 

Declaration      fhe  chicf  of  the  Catholics  in  and  about  Dublin  \, 

oftheCa-  , 

thoiici.  exerted  their  utmost  endeavours  to  assert  the  un- 
shaken loyalty  of  themselves  and  the  respectable  part 
of  their  body,  against  the  malevolent  attempts  of  their 
enemies  to  fasten  the  guilt  of  rebellion  upon  the  whole 
Catholic  body,  and  to  render  the  present  disastrous 
contest  more  bloody  and  ferocious  by  throwing  in 
the  deadly  venom  of  religious  acrimony. 

c^mllTm^      Notwithstanding  this  laudable  endeavour,  the  con* 

£ih*sidcs "  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  became  henceforth  more  sanguinary 
and  ferocious  by  the  arts  and  exertions  of  the  leaders 
of  each  party.  The  Catholics*  long  sufferings  under 
the  penal  code,  and  the  recent  provocations,  which 

^  Instances  of  this  are  to  be  seen  in  Hist.  Rev.  vol.  III.  p.^9« 
f  On  tlie  24th  of  May  the  following  notice  was  given  in  the 
Dublin  Journal  and  other  papers.  '* Roman  Catholics,  An  addrest 
to  the  lord-litL tenant,  intended  to  be  immediately  presented,  and 
containing  a  declaration  of  political  principles  applicable  to  the  cir« 
cum;>tances  of  the  present  moment,  lies,  for  signature,  at  Fitz« 
Patrick's,  bookseller,  Ormond-qiiay  j  at  the  Earl  of  Fingal's,  Qreat 
Gecrge's-strcei,  Rutland's  square  j  Lord  Viscount  Kenmare*s, 
Great  Geur^e'^  btiett ;  Malachy  Donelan*s,  Esq.  MountjoyV 
squarej  and  Counsellor  Bellew's,  No.  6,  Upper  Gardiner's-strect, 
Mountjoy's-square.  All  signatures  must  be  given  in  on  or  befor« 
Saturday  next.'* 

Two  addrtsses  to  the  lord-lieutenant  from  the  Roman  Catholics, 
are  to  be  seen  in  Appendix  to  Hist.  Rev.  No*  CX. 
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they  had  received  from  the  picketings,  whippings,  ^^ 
half-hangings,  burnings,  ravishings,  and  free-quarters 
of  the  army,  all  operated  to  enflame  the  Irish  against 
those,  whom  they  in  their  native  language  called  Sa- 
sanagh,  which  *  meant  indifferently  English  or  protest- 
ants,  and  to  which  idea  it  was  lamentably  true,  that 
recent  circumstances  prompted  them  to  annex  the 
most  odious  and  sanguinary  epithets.  On  the  other 
hand  every  fiction,  exaggeration,  and  obloquy  of  popish 
superstition,  popish  massacres,  and  popish  cruelty, 
|>erfidy,  and  inhumanity,  were  eagerly  collected,  im- 
proved upon,  and  circulated  through  the  ranks  to 
deaden  humanity,  and  stimulate  the  ferocity  of  the 
troops.     The   military  executions,    which    generally 

*  The  answer  of  Dr.  M*Ne\en  to  the  Archbishop  of  Cashel>  ia 
the  secret  cominittee  of  the  lords,  elucidates  and  confinns  this 
statement.     Mem,  p*7^» 

"  Archbishop  of  Cashel.  Can  yon  account  for  the  massacres 
committed  upon  the  protestants  by  the  papists  in  the  countj  of 
Wexford  ? 

*'  M*Neven.  "My  lord,  I  am  far  from  being  the  apologist  of 
massacres,  however  provoked :  but  if  I  am  rightly  informed  as  to 
the  conduct  of  the  magistrates  of  that  county,  the  massacres  you 
allude  to  were  acts  of  retaliation  upon  enemies,  much  more  thnn 
fanaticism :  moreover,  ray  lord,  it  has  been  the  niiifortune  o(  this 
country,  scarcely  ever  to  have  kiK)wn  the  English  natives  or  set« 
tiers,  otherwise  than  enemies  ;  and  in  his  language  the  Irish  pea- 
sant has  but  pne  name  for  protestant  and  Englishman,  and  confounds 
them  ',  he  calls  both  by  the  name  of  Sasanagh ;  his  conversation 
therefore  is  les9  against  a  religionist  than  against  a  foe ;  his  pre* 
judic9  is  the  effect  of  the  ignorance  he  is  kept  in,  and  the  treat* 
ment  he  receives  :  how  can  we  be  surprized  at  it,  when  so  much 
pains  are  taken  to  brutalize  him  ? 

**  Lord  Chancellor,     I  agree  with  Dr.  Jd'Nevcn." 
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1 798.     took  place  immediately  after  the  engagements  with  the 
insurgents,  greatly  irritated  them^  and  necessarily  ther^- 
fore   increased  their  ferocity.     Wherever  any  rebels 
appeared  in  arms,  an  immediate  attack  and  general 
pursuit  usually  ensued  ;  in  which  none  was  spared. 
The  real  rebels  generally  escaped,  and  the  slaughter 
fell  on  the  disarmed  multitude,  who  fled  from  fear 
and  consternation.     This  indiscriminate  butchery  of 
the  unarmed   fugitive?,   upon   the  approach  of  the 
king's  troops,  swelled  the  numbers  of  insurgents,  and 
gave  soQie  truth  to  the  government  reports  of  the  slain. 
Rebels  de.       The  most  seHous  defeat  of  th^  rebels  hitherto  was 
rr^'ah.*      on  the  26th  pf  May.    A  body  of  three  or  four  thousand 
had  taken  post  on  the  hill  of  Tarah^  where  they  were 
attacked  and  defeated  by  three  companies  of  the  regi* 
ment  of  Reay  fencibles  ;  Lord  Fingal's  troop  of  yeo- 
man cavalry  ;  those  of  Captain  Preston  and  Lower 
Kells;    apd  Captain  Molloy's  company  of  yeoman 
infantry.     Lord  Fingall's  Troop  led  on  and  bore  the 
brunt  of  the  attack.     This  defeat  of  the  rebels  at 
Tarah  disconcerted  their  design  of  falling  upon  Trim 
and  Naas,  and  laying  open  the  communication  of  the 
liietropolis  withthe  northern  parts  of  the  kingdom. 
More  out-        By  tiie  Vigilance  of  government,   the  interior  of 
JJltiua  by     Dublin  was  kept  quiet :  the  province  of  Ulster  had 
ih^a'thc^'c-  ^ot  stirred :  but  so  beset  were  all  the  roads  and  com- 
munications to  and  with  the  metropolis,  that  it  had 
the  appearance  of  a  besieged  city.     The  mail-coaches 
had  ceased  to  run,  and  nothing  could  move  with  safety 
on  the  road  without  a  strong  military  escort.    It  would 
be  painful  to  wade  through  the  particular  instances  of 


bcU. 


Administration  of  Earl  Camderu 

outrage  and  barbarity  committed  during  this  rebellion,  1798^ 
Ui  burning,  plundering,  maiming,  torturing,  ravish-  ^"^^ 
ing,  and  murdering.  These  barbarities  were  generally 
practised  reciprocally :  althoogh  more  cold  blood  was 
shed,  more  property  destroyed,  more  houses  burned, 
and  more  women  abused  *  by  the  troops,  than  by  the 
insurgents ;  Yet  more  moderation  and  restraint  were 
to  be  expected  from  disciplined  troops^  than  from  a 
lawless  multitude  in  open  rebellion. 

Discouraged  by  defeats,  some  of  the  rebels  began  Somecifiht 
to  wish  for  leave  to  retire  in  safety  to  their  homes,  •ubmit. 
and  resume  their  peaceful  occupations.  On  the  28th, 
General  Punda$  received  a  message  from  a  reb^l  chief 
pamed  Perkins,  coinmanding  2000  men,  posted  on 
^  eminence  near,  the  Curragh,  that  his  men  would 
surrender  their  arms,  on  condition  of  their  being  per- 
mitted to  return  unmolested  to  their  habitations,  and 
of  the  liberation  of  Perking*  brother  from  the  jail  oJF 
Naas.  The  general  sent  for  advice  to  Dublin  Castle, 
9nd  received  permission  to  assent  to  the  terms ;  oq 
the  31st,  he  received  the  personal  surrender  of  Perkins, 
with  some  few  of  his  associates,  the  rest  dispersing 
homeward  in  all  directions  with  shouts  of  joy,  having 
left  thirteen  cart-loads  of  pikes  behind.  Three  day^ 
after.  Major  General  Sir  James  Duffe,  who  command* 
ed  a  corp^  of  six  hundred  men»  receiv^  intelligence 

*  At  to  thb  ipeciei  of  outrage^  it  b  untvena}1y  allowed  to  havn 
boBO  exc)usiv^y  pn  ttie  lide  of  the  militaiy.  Even  Sir  Richard 
Idosgrave  admits,  (p.  43g)  that  '' on  most  occasions  the  insur* 
genu  did  not  offer  any  violence  to  the  tender  sei^.'* 
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1799.  that  a  large  body  of  men  had  assembled  at  a  place 
called  Gibbet-rath,  on  the  Curragh,  for  the  purpose 
of  effecting  the  surrender,  to  which  they  had  been 
admitted  by  General  Dundas.  Unfortunately,  as  the 
troops  advanced  near  the  insurgents  to  recdve  their 
surrendered  weapons,  one  of  the  latter  foolishly  swear- 
ing that  he  would  not  deliver  his  gun  otherwise  than 
empty,  discharged  it  with  the  muzzle  upwards.  The 
soldiers  instantly  considering  this  as  an  act  of  hosth 
lity,  fired  on  the  unre^sting  multitude,  who  fled  with 
the  utmost  precipitation,  and  were  pursued  with 
slaughter  by  a  company  of  fendble  cavalry,  denomi- 
nated Lord  Jocelyn's  fox-hunters.  Above  two  hun- 
dred of  the  insurgents  fell  upon  this  occasion ;  and  a 
far  greater  number  would  have  shared  their  fate,  if  a 

• 

*  retreat  had  not  been  sounded  with  all  possible  dispatdit 
agreeably  to  the  instrucdons  of  General  Dundas. 

Firrnt;  n  Tho  robt^lUon,  notwithstanding  the  many  and  severe 
bf  i.on  ivL  defcatv^  v^r  the  insui'gents,  spread  itself  in  all  directiaos, 
mg  urtcAcs.  and  particularly  to  the  south.  Almost  the  whole  of 
the  county  of  Kiiuare  \i~as  in  open  rebellion.  Hitherto^ 
notw  itliStandir.g  the  attempts  of  too  many  persons  in 
hie::i  siruati.v.s  t:»  identify  the  terms  rebel  and  pa{HSt, 
it  h.ivl  nrt  yet  iNxroine  absolutely  a  religious  contes^ 
Alniost  ail  iho  cniofs  and  loaders  of  the  rebels  were 
protosr.tnts.  rho ugh  tho  greater  part  of  the  individii^ 
c.M.ocrn.vi  in  it  were  catholics ;  thatb^g  the  religion 
rt"  :ho  \  wtr  order?  of  the  people.  The  grett  and 
{\v\ ..:,!::;;  v-'stinction  hhhvino  acted  upon,  was  diat 
o    Ota  got^^ea  and  UuitoJ  Irishmen:  therespectivs 
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emblems  of  which  were  orange  and  green  cockades  *.  }]^ 
Whilst  rebellion  raged  aboUt  the  metropolis  and  to  the 
southward,  the  north,  which  had  heretofore  been  con- 
sidered the  hot-bed  of  disaflfecdon  was  perfectly  quiet : 
there  both  dissenters  and  catholics  were  prominent  in 
conveying  to  government  the  strongest  sentiments  of 
loyalty  and  zeal  for  preserving  the  constitution  againsf 
external  and  internal  foesf.  Insurrection  now  burst 
out  in  a  part  \  where  it  was'  least  expected,  and  was 
growing  into  such  formidable  force,  as  to  occasion  the 
most  serious  alarms  for  the  safety  of  governments 
The  county  of  Wexford  had  been  but  very  recently 

*  At  Eoniscorthy  on  the  28th  of  May,  so  fluctuating  for  some 
time  was  the  success  of  the  day>  that  to  avoid  the  fury  of  each 
prevailing  party  in  torn,  peraons  alternately  hoisted  the  orange  and 
the  green  ribbon.  (Gordon  94).  Sir  Richard  Musgrave  ha^ 
amongst  his  numerous  falsities  untruly  asserted,  that  the  rebeU 
apared  catholics*  houses,  property,  and  persons,  and  confined  their 
outrages  to  protestants.  On  the  contrary  they  were  furious  against 
•  some  catholic  clergymen,  who  strongly  opposed  their  principles 
and  reprobated  their  conduct :  they  termed  them  Orange  priests. 
It  is  not  true,  as  Sir  R.  Musgrave  states,  (p. 315,).  that  <' all 
the  protestant  houses  from  Baltinglass  to  Hacketstown,  Rath* 
drum  and  Blessington  were  burned  j  but  that  the  property  of  a 
Roman  Catholic  did  not  receive  the  smallest  injury  in  that  ex- 
tensive tract.*'  The  property  of  protestants  and  catholics  was 
plundered  indiscriminately  by  the  rebels*  The  Rev.  Mr.  Devoy, 
the  Rev.  Richard  Doyle,  Mr.  Cullen,  and  many  other  ca- 
tholics recovered  compentatioa  for  their  houses  and  property  de* 
■troyed  there  by  the  rebels. 

t  Amongst  many  such  addresses  a  sample  is  given  of  both  in 
the  Appendix  to  Historical  Review,  No.  CXI. 

\  Gordon,  pw  66. 


446  T/ie  Reign  of  George  HI. 

^79^  and  but  partially  organized,  and  many  of  its  Roiilad 
Catholic  inhabitants  had  addressed  the  lord*Iieutenaiit 
through  the  medium  of  the  Earl  Mountnorris,  pro* 
testing  their  loyalty,  and  pledging  themselTes  to  aim, 
if  permitted,  in  defence  of  govemmenty  vhenerer 
there  should  be  occasion.  Not  above  ax  hundred  of 
the  regular  army  or  militia  were  stationed  in  the 
county,  the  defence  c^  which  was  almost  abandoned 
to  the  yeomen  and  their  supplementaries,  while  die 
magistrates  in  the  several  districts  were  overzeal- 
ously  *  employed  in  ordering  the  sdzure,  imprisop* 

*  In  illustratloo  of  the  nature  of  that  system^  which  Lord 
Clare,  its  grand  projector  and  fupporter,  boasted  had  been  estoTted 
from  Lord  Camden,  we  select  one  out  of  nunieioiia  eiampki, 
which  took  place  in  the  country,  in  which  hit  lordibip'a  propertf 
and  influence  principally  lay.  Every  incident  of  it  hn  been  or 
can  be  verified  upon  oaiJL 

Mr.  Francis  Arthur  was  an  eminent  merchant   at  Limerick. 
When  the  French  attempted  to  land  at  Bantiy,  under  the  directioa 
of  General  Smithy  he  raised  and  trained  at  great  expense  a  corpi 
of  yeomen  artillery,  of.  which  he  had  ever  since  had  the  com- 
mand.    The  corps  was  disbanded  on  the  15th  of  May«  179^' 
without  any  alleged  reason  or  previous  notice.     Gfn  Thursday  the 
24th  of  May,  when  the  accounts  arrived  at  Limerick,  of  the  re- 
bellion having  broken  out  on  the  preceding  day  iu  Kildare,  ageo- 
tleman  in  Mr.  Arthur's  hearing  observed,  that  it  was  fortunate, 
tiie  spirit  of  reb/Uion  h^id  not  reached  Limerick.     Thai  is  noitke 
case,  remarked  Colonel  Cockell.     On  Tuesday  nexi,  parsons  ^l 
be  taken  up,  wliicli  will  astonish  the  public.     On  the  intermediato 
Saturday  (26(h  May)  Captain  Liddell  superintending  a  flago&latwo 
at  Limerick,  took  that  opportunity  of  proclaiming  200  guineas 
reward  for  any  person,  uho  would  inform  against  any  of  the  artil- 
lery corps.     On  Tuesday  tl'e  2yth,  according  to  Colonel  Cock* 
cH'b  prediction,  Mr.  Francis  iVrihur  was  apprtbeoded  in  hb  own 
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ment^  and  whipping  of  numbers  of  suspected  persons  t      iVpS 
these  yeomen,  being  protestants,  and  mostly  Orange- 

house  by  the  recorder  of  Limerick,  under  an  order  from  General 
Morrison.     All  his  k^ys,  papers,  and  property  were  seized,  and 
his  wife  and  family  driven  out  of  the  house,  which  was  imme- 
diately filled  with  soldiers.     Mr.  Arthur  was  conducted  to  prison 
by  the  sheriff,  Geneni  Morrison,  and  a  large  party  of  horse  and 
foot,  without  any  warrant.  Limerick  not  being  then  proclaimed. 
And  confined  to  a  smalt  garret,  out  of  the  window  oF  which    if 
he  looked,  the  centinel  had  orders  to  firr^  at  Rim.     The  weather 
was  iultr}s  and  Mr.   Arthur  was  refused  permission  to  break  a 
pane  of  the  window  for  admission  of  air.     He  applied  for  leave 
to  be  visited  by  Mr.  Thwaytes,  a  m;idical  genileman  iri  the  staff : 
It  was  refused.  Mrs  Arthur  sent  her  9er\'ant  with  some  whey  to 
her  husband  :  the  servant  was  recogoized  by  Mr.  Sheriff  Lloyd, 
and  sent  home  after  a  severe  bearing.     All  the  informa'ion  he 
could  acquire  fxom  Colonel  Cockell  warf,  that  he  was  ch'irged 
by  a  person  who  hal  never  setn  him  :  it  was  uncertain,  whether 
he  would  be  tried  at  Limerick  or  Dublin,  but  that  no  counsel 
would  be  allowed  him.    After  Ungtiishing  in  liis  cell,  under  severe 
illness,  debarred  from  the  use  of  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  and  all  human 
intei course  b>.t  the  turnkey  for   alK)\*e  three  weeks,  on  thr  22d 
day  of  June,  at  nine  o'clock  at  night,  he  received  notice,  th  it  he 
was  to  a;)pear  on  the  next  morning  to  take  his  tn.il.    Then  for 
the  first  time,  the  President  informed  Mr.  Arthur,  that  he  stood 
charged  witlj  having  aided  and  assisted  the  rebe-lion.     I  '>.  Fy  of- 
fering money  for  the  us^  of  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald,  after  notice 
of  hi.4  rebellious  purposes.     2o.  Employing  one  Higgins  to  raise 
men  in  the  west.    3<>.  Having  firelocks  ant!  pikes  concealed  in 
hogsheads.     The  only  witness  broaghl  to  substantiate  the  first 
charge  was  WillFam  Maume,  a  low  prrwn  then  actually  under 
conviction  and  sentence  of  transportation  for  life  to  Botany  Bay, 
for  treasonable  practices.     In  his  progress  to  Watcrford  for  this 
purpose,  he  was  stopped  by  an  order  oi  government,  and  imme- 
diately taken  into  the  protection  and  management  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Judkin  Fitzgerald,  sheriff  of  Tippcrary,  and  Colonel  Foster  of 
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^TSfi'     men,  acted  with  a  spirit  ill  fitted  to  allay  religious^ 
hatred^  or  reclaim  the  disaiFected.     To  excite  irrita* 


the  LoQtb  militia.  Mautne  from  his  arrival  at  Limerick, 
handsomely  maintained  and  permitted  1o  go  at  lai^.  Hifl 
evidence  was  prevaricating  and  inconsistent.  The  two  witnessei 
to  the  2d  and  3d  charges,  having  nothing  bat  hearvij  evidence  to 
offer,  and  declaring  their  utter  ignorance  of  Mr.  Arthur,  made 
no  impression  on  the  court.  The  court  declared  the  prosecution 
closed  on  Saturday,  and  ordered  the  prisoner  back  to  his  confine- 
ment under  a  double  gttard,  with  orders  to  prepare  for  his  def«>nce 
on  the  Monday  -,  but  he  was  not  allowed  in  the  intermediate  time 
to  speak  or  comipunicate  with  any  human  being,  not  even  the 
turnkey.  On  Sunday  the  prisoner  was  visited  by  Colonel  Cock- 
eli,  who  refused  his  pressing  entreaties  for  an  extrosion  of  time, 
iind  the  means  of  aid,  assistance,  or  counsel.  On  the  opening  of 
the  court  on  Monday  morning,  Maume  was  called  in  by  the  Pre- 
sident^ who  without  any  suggestion,  told  the  court,  that  Maome 
was  now  cooler  and  would  correct  his  evidence  of  Saturday.  He  was 
called  in,  and  prevaricated  still  deeper.  And  when  a  letter  written 
by  himself  to  Mr.  Peppard,  was  produced,  acknowledging  he  bad 
never  seen  Mr.  Arthur  in  his  life,  he  answered  in  confusion  to  the 
President,  You  know,  Sir,  that  it  was  but  lately  that  J  gave  informa- 
iion  against  Air.  Arthur,  and  that  I  did  not  wish  to  do  it. 
Between  the  close  of  the  prosecution  on  Saturday  and  the  open- 
ing of  the  defence  on  Monday,  Mrs.  Arthur  and  her  friends  pro- 
cured some  material  witnesses  from  Charlevillc  and  other  places; 
and  ten  of  his  witnesses,  all  r^^.spect^jble  inhabitants  of  Limerick, 
bad  engaged  a  room  in  the  hotel,  adjoining  to  the  court-house,  to 
be  at  hand  to  answer  the  call  of  the  court.  The  Rev.  Avril  Hill 
gave  in  a  paper  to  the  President,  and  the  court  declared  there  was 
a  revolutionary  committee  sitting  in  the  adjoining  tavern  :  on 
which  the  Judge  Advocate  was  dispatched  to  lake  them  into 
custody.  Centinels  were  placed  in  the  front  and  rear  of  the  houae, 
with  orders  to  let  none  escape  till  the  breaking  up  of  the  court. 
They  seized  all  the  papers  and  written  documents,  which  had 
been  procured  for   the  prisoners,  and    they    were    kept  by  the 
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tion  by  floggings,  stranglings,  imprisonments,  and  a     ^93.^ 
variety  of  insults,  more  especially  without  redundant 

President.     Mr.  Sheriff  Lloyd  complained  that  some   other  of 
the  prisoner*s  witnesses  were  in  waiting,  and  issued  orders  that 
all  papers  and  communications  relating  to  the  prisoner  should  be 
first  given  into  court.      All  Mr.  Arthur's  friends  were  forcibly 
kept  out  of  court ;  and  with  the  utmost  difficulty,  some  of  the 
first  characters  in  Limerick  prevailed  on  the  sheriff  to  permit  Mr. 
Arthur's  father  to  be  present  at  the  trial  of ^  his  son.    The  greatest 
part  of  Mr.  Arthur's  witnesses  having  hern  kept  out  of  court,  the 
defence  was  closed  on  the  same  day.  The  prisoner  was  remanded, 
and  a  sentinel  with  a  drawn  bayonet  quartered  upon  him  in  his  nar- 
row cell.     His  trunks  also  were  taken  from  him.    At  nine  o'clock 
on  that  night.  Colonel  Cockell  brought  him  tlie  following  sentence 
of  the  court-martial.     You  are  to  he  transported  to  Botany  Bai/ 
fir  life,  to  he  sent  off  to-morrotv  morning  at  six  o'clock,  to  pay 
a  Jine  of  5000 i,  to  the  King  forthwith,  or  your  entire  property 
will  he  cortfiscaied.     When   the   trial  was  over   Mr.   Arthur's 
witnesses,  who  had  not   been   examined,   were  called  in,   and 
•everely    rebuked   by   the    President  as  a   revoluiionary    com- 
mittee.    Hare,  a  permanent  sergeant,  who  had  received  Maum« 
Into  his  care  and  management,  and  who  had  deposed  that  Maume 
had  written  the  letter  from  General  Morrison's  apartments  to  Mr. 
Peppard,  which  the  sheriff  declared  had  saved  Mr.  Arthur's  life,  was 
committed  to  jail  without  any  charge  or  warrant,  and  on  tlie  next 
morning  was  tried  and  found  guilty  by  the  same  court-martial  of 
a  breach  of  trust,  in  having  permitted  Maume  to  write  tliat  letter  to 
Mr.  Peppard.    As  Mr.  Sheriff  Lloyd  was  conducting  Hare  to  prison, 
to  which  he  was  committed  as  well  as  dismissed  from  the  office  of 
permanent  sergeant,  he  told  him  explicitly,  that  that  severe  sentence 
was  not  passed  upon  him  for  having  permitted  Maume  to  write  • 
the  letter,  but  because  he  had  appeared  too  sanguine  in  favor  ot 
the  prisoner.    Hate  justified  his  obligation  of  obeying*  the  sum, 
mons :  observing,  that  had  he  not  appeared,  the  man  wcull  have 
been  hanged*     To  he  sure  he  would  was  the  sheriff's  reply  ;  and 
had  you  remained  at  home,  the  court  would  have  overlooked  it.   An 
VOL.  IL  2  Q 
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means  of  coercion  was  a  fatal  delusion  of  the  drivers 
oi'  ihj  system. 

application  was  made  by  Hare's  son,  through  Lord  Maltbew,  for 
the  liberation  of  his  father  \  which  was  acceded  to.     But  Colonel 
Cockell  admonished  the  young  man,   that  his  fatber's  \4ras  a  seri- 
ous breach  of  trust  and  grievous  offence  j  for  the  letter  he  hid  per- 
mitted to  be  written  by  Mauroe  had  saved  Mr.  Arthuf*s  life.     On 
the  20th  of  June  Lord  Comwdllis  arrived  in  Dublin  ;  and  it  acci- 
dentally happened,  that  a  young  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Gor* 
man,  a  nephew  of  Mr.  Arthur,  lately  arrived  from  London,  being 
unknown  to  any  of  those,  who  had  undertaken  to  keep  the  court 
clear  of  Mr.  Arthur*!  friends,  was  present  at  the  trial  on  Saturday. 
Anticipating  the  result  of  the  proceedings,  he  set  off  for  Dubiin, 
vbere  on  the  next  morning  be  presented  a  petition  to  Lord  Com- 
wallis,  Ktating  the  circumstances,   and  praying,  that   if  lentence 
should  be  given  against  the  prisoner,  the  execution  of  it  might  be 
respited,  till  his  exoollifncy  should  have  revised  the  minutes  of  the 
court-mart  ill.     This  prayer  was  granted.     It  also  occasioned  a 
general  order  from  Lord  Cornwallis,  tljat  in  future  no  sentence  of 
a  court- nun i:il  should  be  bumtnarily  executed,  as  was  then  usQ3<, 
without   the  confirmation  of  tlie   lurd-lieutenant.     On  Tuesday 
morning,  Mr.  Gtjrman  being  infonned,  that  General  Morrison  was 
dctermintxi  to  exact  the  fine  of  5000i.from  his  uncle,  waited  on 
hlni  to  remonstrate  against  the  manifest  infraction  of  his  exal- 
lency's  commands,  to  which  General  Morrison  laconically  replied, 
"  I  have  received  Lord  Catkreagh's  letter  respecting  Mr.  Arthur, 
and  sliall  use  my  discretion  for  the  coulents.     I  order  the  money 
fo  be  paid."    Accordingly  the  collector  of  his  Majesty's  rcvenre 
took  a   bag  from  Mr.  Arthur's  desk,  containing  lOOO  guineas  in 
sptvie,  and  compelled  bis  father  instantly  to  make  up  the  remaio- 
der.     Notwithstanding  the  remonstrances  of  General  Morriton  to 
Lord  Castlereagh's  communication  of  his  excellency's  remission  of 
the  sentence,  Lord  Cornwallis  sent  a  peremptory  order,  that  Mr. 
Anhur's  fine  should  be  repaid  to  him,  and  he  be  allowed  to  go  to 
Great  Britain,  or  any  otiier  part  of  his  Majesty's  dominions. 
Though  the  order  forMr.  Arthur's  acquittal  and  delivery  bore  dale 


N. 


Administration  of  Earl  Camden.  451 

The  insurrection  in  the  counties  of  Wicklow  and    ^798. 
Wexford  assumed  an  appearance  unusually  ferocious,  insurrec- 

Wicklow 

the  30th  of  Jane,  1798,  yet  was  he  kept  in  close  confinement  till  and  Wcjt- 
the  6th  of  July,  when,  for  the  finji  time,  Mr.  Arthur  was  made  ac- 
quainted with  his  excellency*8  order  for  the  repayment  of  his  fine 
and  hj8  liberation,  through  Colonel  Cockell,  by  order  of  General 
MorrisoQ.  Colonel  Cockell  said  to  Mr.  Arthur,  You  must  go  to 
your  house  in  a  hand^chair,  ifie  curtain  drawn  about  you.  You  art 
not  to  stir  out  of  your  house,  and  in  24  hours  you  are  to  quit  Ia^ 
meritk.  Mr.  Arthur  was  called  upon  to  give  security  for  his  quit* 
ing  Lindferick  within  that  time.  Bat  no  such  condition  having 
been  imposed  upon  him  by  his  excellency,  no  one  was  found  com* 
petent  to  take  his  recognizance.  The  limitation  of  time,  though 
not  required  by  his  excellency,  was  again  enforced,  and  Colonel 
Cockell  observed,  half  an  hour  mdre  or  less  will  not  he  taken 
notice  of,  Mr.  Arthur  set  ofi*  for  Dublin,  on  the  7th  of  July, 
where  he  remained  till  October;  constantly  urging  the  lord* 
lieutenant  te  reverse  the  sentence  of  th^  court-martialj  and 
allow  him  to  prosecute  Maume  for  peijur}',  that  he  might  be 
in  possession  of  formal  and  authentic  documents,  to  clear  and 
justify  his  own  character.  ,  Mr.  Cooke  and  Mr.  Taylor,  the 
under  secretaries,  as  well  as  Lord  Castlercagh,  threw  every  dif« 
ficulty  in  his  way.  The  evidence  of  Maume  they  alleged  was 
notoriously  known  to  be  false.  He  was  already  sentenced  to  Bo- 
tany Bay  for  life,  and  the  necessaiy  delay  of  prosecuting  Maume  in 
a  civil  court  would  break  in  upon  Mr.  Arthur's  wishes  to  go  to 

• 

England.  Grovernment  did  not,  however,  scruple  in  the  interme- 
diate time  to  employ  this  peijured  miscreant  to  give  evidence  at 
Cork  against  some  persons  there  under  military  prosecutions  Mr. 
Arthur  was  still  naturally  anxious  for  every  justificative  document 
that  he  could  procure.  He  pressed  to  have  copies  of  his  excel* 
lency*s  different  orders  for  respiting,  the  sentence  of  the  court- 
martial,  liberating  him,  and  repaying  the  fine.  He  was  assured, 
that  all  these  orders  bad  been  verbal ! ! !  and  that  his  excellency 
could  do  nothing  more  for  him.    Mr.  Cooke  to  put  an  end  to  Mr. 

2  G  2 
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}IP1^    In  the  county  of  Wexford  there  had  long  subsisted  a 
rivalry  bordering  on  rancour,  between  the  protestants 

Atthor's  further  itnportanity,  wrote  to  him  the  following  letter  oil 
the  lOih  of  October,  1798. 

Six,  CasUe,  lOtb  Oct.  \7gS. 

I  examined  William  Maume,  whose  evidence  I  am  clear  ii 
false ;  he  will  be  srnt  off  and  transported,  and  there  cannot  bean/ 
objection  to  your  going  whither  yoa  think  most  eligible.  As  far 
as  I  can  give  testimony  to  your  character,  I  shall  ever"  dQ  it  bj  say* 
fog,  that  I  thitjk  it  by  no  means  implicated  from  any  thing  asserted 
Ity  Maome  $  and  I  certainly  never  heard  any  aspersion  upon  you 
fix>m  any  one  else*  I  am,  &c» 

To  Francis  Arthur,  Esq.  E.COOKE. 

Maome  in  the  mean  while  was  daily  seen  walking  the  streets  of 
Cork.  In  January,  1799,  he  advertised  his  intention  of  publish, 
ing  the  whole  of  Mr.  Arthur's  |rial,  and  all  the  means  used  to  in- 
duce him  (Maume)  to  give  false  evidence  against  him.  He  was 
instantly  arrested,  and  thenceforth  confined  to  the  barracks 
(though  in  an  officer's  apartments)  where  he  was  frequently  visit- 
ed  by  Mr.  Judkin  Fitzgerald.  Thence  he  was  sent  on  board  the 
Minerva  transport,  bound  for  Botany  Bay.  Despairing  now  of  hit 
pardon,  and  repenting,  or  pretending  to  repent,  of  his  having  boriM 
false  testimony  against  Mr.  Aitliur,  he  swore  to,  and  signed  a  full 
and  minute  avowal  of  all  the  falsities  he  had  given  in  evidence 
against  Mr.  Arthur,  in  order  to  eliminate  him  capitally.  This  was 
done  in  the  presence  of  Joseph  Salkeld,  the  master,  and  Henry 
Harrison,  the  mate  of  the  ship  Minerva  ;  Thomas  Holmes,  Esq. 
late  captain  of  the  54th,  Kilner  Brazier,  Esq.  late  sberifTof  Cork, 
and  Arthur  Arthur,  and  Peter  Arthur,  Esqrs.  merchants  of  Cork. 
Mr.  Arthur's  last  resort  to  do  himself  justice  was  to  obtain  the 
consent  of  the  castle,  to  publish  in  tlie  newspapers  the  let  ten 
of  Messrs.  Cooke  and  Taylor.  This  was  refused  on  the  pretext 
of  the  temper  of  the  times.    Tha  most  inventive  novelist  could 
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and  catholics.  The  county  of  Wicklow  was  one  of  }  79\ 
the  most  thriving  districts  in  the  kingdom.  There 
persons  of  different  religions,  in  the  middle  and  inferior 
ranks,  lived  together  in  habits  of  cordiality.  The 
gentlemen  of  landed  interest  in  the  county  of  Wex- 
ford had  always  been  noted  for  their  antipathy  against 
catholics,  and  their  representatives  in  parliament  had 
uniformly  opposed  every  mitigation  of  the  popery  laws. 
In  these  circumstances  may  be  traced  something  of  a 
predisposing  cause  to  insurrection ;  but  none  such 
existed  with  respect  to  the  county  of  Wicklow.  The 
circumstance  which  brought  forward  the  insurrection  in 
the  county  of  Wexford  was  the  introduction  of  the 
Orange  system  by  the  North  Cork  militia.  There 
Colonel  Lord  Kingsborough  encouraged  his  men,  who 
were  mostly  Orangemen,  to  wear  medals  and  orange 
ribbons  triumphantly  pendent  from  their  bosoms.  Be- 
fore their  arrival  ia  April  there  were  but  few  actual 
Orangemen  in  that  county ;  but  soon  after  most  of 
the  protestants  became  open  and  sworn  Orangemen. 
Reports  were  artfully  circulated,  that  the  armed  pro- 
testants intended  to  'massacre  and  expel  the  catholics, 
as  they  had  from  Armagh.  This  alarm  was  so  preva- 
lent,  that  on  many  occasions  all  the  inhabitants  for  an 
extent  of  thirty  miles  deserted  their  houses^  and  slept 
in  the  open  fields*.     Many  joined  the  association  be- 

^  hardly  ha^  combined  a  cbain^  of  circumstances  so  peculiarly 
illustrative  of  the  coercive  system,  under  which  Ireland  now 
laboured. 

•  This  fact  was  proved  at  the  sumnaer  astizes  of  Wexford,  l/S^, 
before  Lord  Yelverton. 

2o  3 
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179^'  cause  they  had  no  alternative ;  die  armed  corpe 
generally  considered  every  catholic  a  rebd ;  who  re* 
ceived  no  credit  much  less  merit,  for.  any  act  of  loyalty. 
After  the  corps  had  been  put  on  permanent  duty,  and 
the  officers  and  magistrates  had  b^un  to  torture  and 
burn  houses,  ipultitudes  of  these  people  became  fugi- 
tives from  fear  or  actual  want  of  dwellings :  many  froooL 
being  exasperated  at  the  sufferings  of  their  acquaint- 
ance, friends,  and  kindred.  Common  sufferings 
brought  these  persons  together  and  formed  the  rebeU 
lion  of  Wicklow  and  Wexford.  Most  of  the  atroci- 
ties committed  in  that  rebellion  were  acts  of  retaliadon. 
The  rebellion  in  these  two  counties  was  more  a  sud- 
den gust  of  revenge,  than  a  preconcerted  design. 
Formal  The  general  insurrection  in  the  county  of  Wexford 

mMToTSc  was  occasioned  on  the  27th  of  May,  by  the  unpro- 
ti"or^  voked  aggression  of  some  yeomen,  who  entered  and 
cxford.  jjy^j^f  ^{^g  catholic  chapel  of  Boolavogue,  in  the  parish 
of  Kilccnuick.  Immediately  Father  John  Murphy, 
the  parish  priest,  at  the  head  of  some  of  his  parish- 
ioners, fell  upon  them;  and  several  of  the  yeomen,  with 
their  two  commanding  officers,  were  killed.  Father 
Murphy  and  some  other  priests  *,  who  were  driven  or 
seduced  into  the  rebellion,  when  once  embarked  in 
the  cau*e,  regularly  exercised  their  spiritual  functions 
in  the  camps.  Numbers  of  people  were  shot  in  the 
roads,  at  work  in  the  fields,  and  even  in  their  houses, 

*  On  if  20C0  priests,  of  which  the  catholic  clergy  in  Ireland 
•  coiioibti:.  vnl)  :.\nc  w  tie  kiicwn  to  have  joined  the  rebellion:   their 

napjes  apd  characier*  are  given  in  Hist.  Jlev.  vol.  III.  p.  71?^ 
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unarmed  and  unoffending,  by  straggling  parties  o^  i££f^ 
yeomen  j  which  naturally  drove  others  to  seek  refuge 
with  their  friends  in  arms.  Hence,  in  the  space  of 
twenty-four  hours,  two  large  bodies  were  collected, 
one  on  the  hill  of  Oulart,  the  other  on  Kilthomas 
HilL  They  were  confused  multitudes  of  both  sexes 
and  all  ages.  200  yeomen  from  Carnew  marched 
against  the  body  on  Kilthomas  Hill,  which  instantly 
fled  in  the  utmost  confusion^  and  above  a  hundred 
and  fifty  of  the  fugitives  were  killed  in  the  pursuit: 
the  yeomen  in  a  march  of  seven  miles  burned  two 
Catholic  chapels,  and  about  a  hundred  cabins  and 
farm-houses  of  catholics. 

The  event  of  the  attack  on  the  same  day  on  the  hill  Rebels  gtio 

&n  advan- 

of  Oulart^  where  Father  Muj:phy  commanded,  was  dif-  tacc  under 
ferent.  A  detachment  of  a  hundred  and  ten  men  of  Murphy, 
the  North  Cork  militia,  under  the  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Foote,  marched  from  Wexford,  and 
attacked  the  rebels  on  the  southern  side  of  the  hill. 
The  rebels  fled  at  the  first  onset  and  were  pursued  by 
the  militia,  without  rank  or  order.  Father  Murphy 
rallied  300  of  his  men  ^vith  so  much  vi^or,  thai  with 
their  pikes  they  killed,  almost  in  an  instant,  the  whole 
detachment,  except  the  lieutenant-colonel,  a  sergeant, 
and  three  privates.  Of  the  300  who  rallied,  only  six 
were  armed  with  firelocks,  the  rest  had  pikes.  Three 
of  the  insurgents  were  killed,  and  six  wounded  by  the 
disordered  soldiery.  Whilst  the  country  exhibited  a 
scene  of  distress  and  consternation,  houses  in  flames, 
families  flying  in  every  direction  for  asylum,  the  body  ^ 
of  rebels  under  Father  Murphy,  marched  from  Oulart, 
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179B.  flushed  with  victory,  and  encrea^ing  their  numbers  as 
they  advanced.  They  first  tcx)k  possession  of  Camolin, 
a  small  to^n  in  which  800  afmed  themselves  vnthguns, 
which  within  some  few  hours  had  been  there  deposited 
by  Lord  Mountnorris.  On  the  28th  of  May,  Ennis- 
corthy  was  attacked  by  this  multitude,  and  after  four 
hours'  resistance,  was  left  in  the  possession  of  the  insur« 
gents.  The  garrison  fell  back  on  Wexford :  they  lost 
about  fourscore  of  their  men;  and  set  the  town  on  fire 
in  several  places :  th(^  yeomen  intended,  and  would 
have  murdered  all  the  prisoners,  had  not  the  jailer 
accidentally  gone  to  Wexford  with  the  key*.  The 
sufferings  and  reports  of  the  fugitives  from  Ennis- 
corthy,  who  had  retired  with  the  troops  to  Wexford, 
and  the  discovery  of  the  smoke  and  flames  in  a  conti- 
nued line'  from  Wexford  to  Ennisconhy,  excited  the 
greatest  alarm  and  consternation. 
Deputation       Captain  Boyd  of  the  Wexford  cavalry,  in  cbnse- 

senf  to  the.  ,.  ...  ,  r     i  i        •#*• 

rcbcU.  quence  ot  a  requisition  to  that  purpose  or  the  shenff 
and  other  gentlemen,  on  the  27th  of  June  had  arrested 
Beauchamp  Eagtnal  Harvey,  John  Henry  Colclough, 
and  Edward  Fitzgerald,  all  respectable  gentlemen  of 
the  county  of  Wexford.  Visiting  them  in  prison  on 
the  29th,  Captain  Boyd  prevailed  upon  Messrs.  Col- 
clough and   Fitzgerald  to  go  to  the  rebels  at  Ennis- 

*  This  butc!iery  of  prisoners  witliont  trial  had  been  before  fre- 
qi:eii'ly  piaciised.  '*  Al  Carn<?w  28  prisonrtrs  were  brought  out  of 
**  the  place  ol  confinement  and  detiberalely  shot,  in  a  bull  alley, 
'•  by  the  yt  omen." — Insur.  Wrxf.  p.  76.  **  At  Dunhivin  34 
"  wcic  shot  witl.cut  trial,  and  among  them  the  informer,  on  whote 
♦*  evidence  they  were  arrested/* — IbiJ.  87. 
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corthy,  and  endeavour  to  persuade  them  to  disperse  tfge. 
and  return  to  their  homes ;  but  would  not  give  au* 
thority  to  promise  any  terms  to  the  insurgents  in  case 
of  submission.  On  the  arrival  of  these  two  gentlemen 
at  Enniscorthy,  about  four  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
same  day,  they  found  the  rebels  in  a  state  of  confu* 
sion,  distracted  in  their  councils,  and  undetermined 

• 

upon  any  plan  of  operation ;  some  proposing  to  attack 
Newtownbarry,  others  Ross,  others  Wexford,  others 
to  remain  in  their  present  posts:  the  greater  number 
to  march  home  for  the  defence  of  their  houses  against 
Orangemen  *.  They  thought  more  of  defence,  than  ag* 
gression.  f  It  was  but  the  resolution  of  a  moment  tq 
march  in  a  body  to  attack  Wexford.  Mr.  Fitzgerald 
they  detained  in  the  camp,  and  Mr.  Colclough  they  sent 
back  to  announce  their  hostile  intentions.  Mr.  GoU 
clough,  on  his  return  to  Wexford  in  the  evening, 
announced  the  insurgents'  determination  of  marching 
from  Vinegar  Hill  to  the  attack  of  Wexford. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  29th,  Colonel  Max-  tyaouSa^ 
well,  of  the  Donegal  militia,  with  two  hundred  men  ccn.  Faw 
of  his  regiment  and  a  six  pounder,  arrived  in  Wex-  pmc<L 
ford  from  Duncannon  fort,  dispatched  by  General 
Fawcett;  who  had  been  apprized  of  the  insurrection  on 
the  *27th.     An  express  sent  from  the  mayor  of  Wex- 

*  The  dread  of  Orangemen  not  of  Protestants  appears  to  have 
affected  those  lebels  throughout.  Even  Sir  Eicbaid  Musgrave  has 
•poken  truly  on  this  point,  (p.  335)    «*  On  Whitsunday  they  ro«e 

■ 

'*  in  mass,  armed  with  pikes  and  guns,  and  vowed  vengeaooo 
*'  against  the  Protestants  as  Orangimcn.* 

t  Hays^  p.  lOS. 


f 
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I 
179B*     ford  to  tliat  general,  requesting  an  additional  force, 

had  returned  with  an  answer,  that  the  general  himself 
would.commence  his  march  for  Wexford  on  the  same 
evening,  with  the  13th  regiment,  four  companies  of 
the  Meath  militia^  and  a  party  of  artillery  with  two 
howitzers.  General  Fawcett  h^ilted  on  the  evening  of 
the  29th  at  Taghmon^  seven  miles  from  Wexford ; 
but  sent  forward  a  detachment  of  88  men,  including 
J  8  of  the  artillery,  with  the  howitzers,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Captain  Adams,  of  the  Meath  militia.  This 
detachment  was  intercepted  early  in  the  morning  of 
.  the  5Cth  :  the  howitzers  were  taken,  and'  ainiost  the 

whole  party  slain.  General  Fawcett  retreated  to  Dun* 
gannon  fort^  and  Colonel  Maxwell,  who  had  marched 
out  to  join  him,  was  nearly  surrounded,  but  with  great 
address- made  gdod  his  retreat  to  Wexford,  with  the 
loss  of  Lieutenant-colonel  Watson  killed,  and  some 
privates  wounded. 
Internal  At  Wexford   all  were  in  desperate  consternation. 

confusion  at 

Wdfoni.  Some  yeomen  and  supplementanes  posted  nearly  op- 
posite the  gaol  were  heard  continually  threatening  to 
put  all  the  prisoners  to  death,  which  so  roused  the 
attention  of  the  jailer  to  protect  his  charge,  that  he 
barricaded  the  door,  and  delivered  up  the  key  to  Mr. 
Harvey.  This  gentleman  was  so  apprehensive  of 
violence,  that  he  had  concealed  himself  in  the  chim^ 
ncy,  and  it  was  not  without  great  difficulty  that  some 
magistrates  vcre  admitted  to  see  him  in  the  jail. 
They  forced  liim  to  write  a  letter  to  the  insurgents, 
intimating,  that  ho  had  been  treated  in  prison  with  all 
possible  humanity,  and  was  then  at  liberty.     That  he 


AimifdsLration  of  Earl  Camden.  459 

had  procured  the  liberty  of  all  the  prisoners ;  and  en-    ^^ 
treating  them  in  -Christian  charity,   not  to  commit 
massacre,  or  bum  the  property  of  the  inhabitants,  but 
to  spare  their  prisoners'  lives.     This  note  was  sent  to 
the  insurgents,  with  an  ofFer  to  surrender  the  towiu 
Scarcely  had  this  resolution  been  taken,  when  all  the 
niilitary  corps,  (a  part  of  the  Wexford  infantry  under 
Captain  Hughes  excepted)  made  the  best  of  their  way 
out  of  the  town  in  whatever  direction  they  imagined  they 
couli  find  safety,  without  acquainting  their  neighbours 
on  duty  with  their  intendons.  The  principal  inhabitants, 
whose  services  had  lattetrly  been  accepted  of  for  the 
defence  of  the  town,  were  mostly  catholics,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  prevailing  system,  had  been  continually 
subjected  to  obloquy  and  insult.     They  were  always 
placed  in  front  of  the  posts,  and  cautioned  to  behave 
well,  or  that  death  should  be  the  ccHisequence.     Per- 
sons were  even  placed  behind  them  to  keep  them  to 
their  duty,  who  were  so  rigorously  watchful,  that  they 
would   not  permit  them  to  turn  about  their  heads. 
Thus  were  the  anned  inhabitants  left  at  their  post, 
abandoned  by  their  officers,  and  actually  ignorant  of 
the  flight  of  the  soldiery,  until  all  possible  means  of 
retreating  were  cut  off.     The  North  Cork  regin^ent. 
on  quitting  the  barracks  set  them  oif  fire ;  but  it  was 
soon  after  exdnguished.     As  the  pbce  was  abandon- 
ed by  the  military,  the  muldtude  poured  in  with  ex- 
travagant exultation.      They  first   proceeded  to  tha 
jail,   released  the  prisoners,  and  insi^^ted,    that  Mr, 
Harvey  should  become  their  commar.der.     Ail  the 
houses  not  abandoned  by  the  inhabitants,  were  decor-r 
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J 79^  ated  with  green  houghs,  and  other  emblematic  sym- 
bols of  insurrection.  The  doors  \C-ere  thrown  open, 
and  the  multitude  regaled  with  spirits  and  drinks  of 
which  however  they  uniformly  refused  to  partake, 
until  the  persons  offering  them  had  first  drmik  them- 
selves, as  a  proof,  that  the  liquor  was  not  poisoned  ;  a 
report  ha\ing  prevailed  to  that  effect.  Those,  who 
did  not  throw  open  their  doors  suffered  by  plundtf. 
The  house  of  Captain  Boyd,  though  not  deserted,  was 
pillaged  and  dcmoUshrd. 
^^^  ^  '^^^  troops  who  had  fled  from  Wexford,  signalized 
twaytroofif.  themselves  in  their  retreat  by  plundar,  derastation, 
and  murder;  burning  the  cabins,  and  shooting  the 
peasants  in  their  progress;  and  thus  augmented  die 
number  and  rage  of  the  i-.surgents.  These  excesses 
were  seen  from  ihe  insurgents*  station  at  the  1  hree 
Rocks,  and  it  was  with  extreme  difficulty,  that  the 
enraged  multitude  were  hindered  by  their  chiefe  firoffl 
rushing  down  u[>on  Wexford,  and  taking  summary 
YOigeance  of  the  town  and  its  inhabitants.  The  in- 
surgents were  extremely  irritated  at  the  breach  of 
the  condition,  which  tiicy  had  insisted,  upon,  of  all 
the  arms  and  aramuniiion  being  delivered  up. 


Gorcy  era-  The  tum  of  this  rtbcllion  WOW'  rendered  both  sides 
letrcat'to  fcrocious,  cven  to  their  a^sovriates.  When  Gorer 
could  be  no  longer  deunded  by  its  slender  garrison, 
it  was  evacuated  on  the  next  morning  at  five  o'clock, 
and  the  inhabhants  were  ordure  J  to  retire  to  Arklow. 
Fainting  with  hun^^r,  thirs^  iLtigiic,  and  the  want  of 
sleep,  the  fugitives  wore  d.i:ieu  admittance  into  the 
town,  and  forced  to  seek  refi:ge  in  the  fields,  w here  ihej 
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remained,  till  the  rebels,  by  bending  their  course  to     1798- 
the  south,  left  Gorey :  and  then  they  returned  to  it 
unmolested. 

At  Vineecar  Hill,  which  commands  the   town*  of  Campatv 
Enniscorthy,   the  rebels  formed,  what  they  called  a 
camp,  from  which  they  daily  garrisoned  the  town, 
by  an  officer^s  guard.     They  wantonly  destroyed  the 
interior  of  the  church  *• 

The  King's  troops  gained  some  advantages  at  the  Alternate 

r    1        successes  i 

village  of  Ballycannoo,  where  they  fired  most  of  the  uw  Kingi 

troops  auai 

houses;  and  also  at  Newtownbarry,  which  gave  a  mo-  rebel*. 
mentary  check  to  the  rebels.  Disheartened  at  their 
recent  defeats,  they  took  post  on  Corrigrua  Hill  in 
great  force,  where  they  rested  on  their  arms  till  the 
4th  of  June*  In  the  mean  time,  a  corps  of  1500 
men,  with  5  pieces  of  artillery,  under  General 
Loftus,  arrived  at  Gorey.  Thence  they  marched  in 
two  divisions,  by  different  roads  to  Corrigrua.  The 
rebels  surprised  the  division  under  Colonel  Walpole  t, 
at  a  place  called  Tubberneering.     He  fell  on  the  first 

*  Thif  was  the  first  outrage  committed  by  the  rebels  on  a  pro. 
testant  church.  There  were  afterwards  some,  though  not  many 
more  such  instances.  In  order  to  avoid  the  odious  detail  of  the 
wanton  destruction  of  places  of  divine  worship,  a  list  may  be  seen 
of  the  catholic  chapels  destroyed  in  time  of  and  aAer  the  rebellion^ 
in  the  AppendiK  to  ray  Hbt.  Rev.  No.  CXIl. 

t  This  gentleman  was  a  relative  and  favourite  of  Lord  Cam* 
den-  He  was  no  soldier  ;  but,  through  importunity  at  the  castle^ 
had  procured  the  command  of  five  hundred  men.  He  refused  to 
employ  scouts  or  flanking  parties ,  and  was  not  aware  of  the 
enemy,  till  they  were  within  gun  shot  He  was  conspicuouJ/ 
moBnted  on  a  whiti  chaxger,  in  full  uniform  and  plumage 
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179^-  fire,  and  hiis  troops  fird  in  the  ntniosc  disorder,  leafing 
two  six  pounders,  and  a  smaller  piQce^  in  the  hands 
of  the  enemy.  They  were  pursued  as  far  as  Gorey; 
in  their  flight  through  which*  they  were  galled  by 
the  tire  of  some  of  the  rebels,  who  had  taken  statioD 
in  the  houses.  The  unfortunate  loyalist  cS  Gok] 
once  more  fled  to  Arklow  with  the  routed  armyi 
leaving  all  their  effects  behind.  While  Walpofc's 
division  was  attacked.  General  Loftus,  being  within 
hearing  of  the  musquetry,  detached  70  men,  the 
grenadier  co:::pany  of  the  Antrim  militia,  across  the 
fields  to  its  assistance ;  but  they  were  intercepted  by 
the  rebels,  and  almost  all  killed  or  taken.  The  ge- 
neral, still  ignorant  of  the  fate  of  C<)lonel  Walpole's 
division,  and  unable  to  bring  his  art  Uery  across  the 
fields,  continued  his  march  along  the  highway,  by  a 
circuit,  to  the  field  of  battle,  where  he  first  learnt  the 
fate  of  Colonel  Walpole  and  his  division.  He  re- 
treated to  Camew^  and  at  the  head  of  twelve  himdred 
efFjctive  men,  abandoned  that  part  of  the  country,  by 
retiring  to  Tullow. 
Sicjcof  Whilst  one  formidable  body  of  the  Wexford  m- 

Mew  Rott 

surgents,  under  the  command  of  Edward  Roche, 
was  advancing  towards  the  north,  another  still  more 
formidable,  under  the  command  of*  Mr.  Harvey,  pe- 
netrated to  the  south-west.  The  conquest  of  New 
Ross  would  have  opened  the  communication  with 
the  disaffected  in  the  counties  of  Waterford  and 
Kilkenny,  in  which  many  thousands  were  supposed 
ready  to  rise  in  arms  at  the  appearance  of  their  suc- 
cessful confederates.     This  latter  body  took  post  on 
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Carrlckburne  mountain,  \vithin  six  miles  oi  Ross,  1798- 
where  it  was  reviewed  and  organized  till  the  4th  of 
Jutie,  when  it  marched  to  Corbet  Hill,  within  a  mile 
of  that  town,  which  it  was  intended  to  attack  the  next 
morning.  Mr.  Harvey  possessed  much  resolution, 
and  a  good  understanding,  but  no  military  experience. 
He  had,  however,  formed  the  plan  of  an  attack  on 
three  different  parts  of  the  town  at  once,  which  would 
probably  have  succeeded  had  it  been  put  in  execution. 
Having  sent  a  flag  of  truce,  with  a  summons  to 
General  Johnson,  who  commanded  the  King's  troops, 
to  surrender  the  town,  the  bearer  of  it,  Mr.  Furlong, 
was  shot  by  the  sentinel  of  an  out-post.  •     This  so 

*  To  shoot  all  persons  canrymg  flags  of  truce  from  the  rebels 

appears  to  have  been  a  maxim  with  his  majesty's  forces.    The 

measure  if  wise>  was  certainly  less  productive  of  good>  than  evil 

consequences.     In  Mr.  Furlong's  pocket  was  found  the  following 

letter  to  General  Johnson. 

«  Sir, 

"  As  a  friend-  to  humanity,   I  request  you  will 

*^  surrender  the  town  of  Ross  to  the  Wexford  forces  now  assem* 

bled  against  that  town.  Yoar  resistance  will  but  provoke  rapine 

and  plunder,  to  the  ruin  of  the  most  innocent.  Flushed  with  vie- 

**  tarj,  the  Wexford  forces,  now  innumerable  and  irresistible,  will 

**  not  be  controlled,  if  they  meet  with  resistance.     To  prevent, 

'^  therefore,  the  total  ruin  of  all  property  in  the  town,  I  urge  you 

*'  to  a  s^cdy  surrender,  which  you  will  be  forced  to  in  a  few 

^  hours,  with  loss  and  bloodshed,  as  you  are  surrounded  on  all 

^^  tides.    Your  answer  is  required  in  four  hours.    Mr.  Furioog 

'^  carries  this  letter^  and  will  bring  the  answer. 

"  1  am.  Sir,' 

"  B.  B.  Harvev, 

"  General  commanding,  &c.  &c.  ice." 

''  Camp  at  Carbett  HUl,  half  past  ikret  o'clock 

inthemorningp  June  5,  179S." 
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^79^-^    exasperated  the  insurgents,  that  under  the  command 
of  Mr.  Kelly,  they  rushed  impetuously  into  the  tovrn, 
drove  back  the  cavalry  with  slaughter  on  the  infan* 
tr}*,  seized   the  cannon,  and  became   masters    of  a 
great  part  of  the  town;  upon  which  a  panic  seized  the 
King's  troops^  who  retired  to  the  Elilkenny  side  of  the 
bridge,  and  several  of  the  officers  fled  to  Waterford, 
with  the  alarming  intelligence.     Major  General  John- 
son, perceiving  that  the  insurgents  instead  of  following 
their  advantage,  gave  up  themselves  to  drinking^  with 
great  prudence  brought  back  to  the  charge  his  fugitive 
troops,  who  presently  recovered  their  post,  and  drove 
the  rebels  from  the  town.     The  rebels,  in  their  turn, 
rallied  by  their  chiefs,  returned  with  redoubled  fiiry 
to  the  assault,  regained  their  lost  ground,  and   relaps- 
ed   into    riot    and    intoxication.      Again    dislodged 
by  the  same  exertions  as  before,  and  a  thii  d   time 
mllied,    but    still    more   disabled  by    their    intem- 
perance, they   were  at  last  finally  repulsed,   after  a 
contest  of  above  ten  hours.     Lord  Mountjoy,   who 
commanded  the  Dublin  militia,  fell  early  in  the  day. 
Three  hundred  of  the  King's  troops  were  killed,  and 
above  four    times   that  number  of  the  insurgents; 
the  greater  part  of  them  after  the  action  was  over. 
When  the  rebel  army  marched  to  Corbet  Hill,  several 
prisoners  had  been  left  under  a  guard,  in  a  bam 
belonging  to  Scullabogue  house,  at  the  foot  of  Car- 
rickbume  mountain. 

In  the  Course  of  the  forenoon,  some  of  the  rebels 
ran  away  fi  cm  the  assault,  and  declared^  that  the  Royal 
anny  in  Ross  were  shooting  all  the  prisoners^    and 
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butchering  the  catholics,  who  had  fallen  into  theit     J£9^ 
hands;    they   even   forged   an  order    from    Harvey 
for  the  execution  of  those  at  ScuUabogue.    It  was  re- 
sisted by  the  officer.     But  the  runaways  were  brutal  as 
they  were  dastardly.   They  rushed  into  the  prison,  shot 

and  piked  37  at  the  hall  door  i  and  the  rest,  since 

• 

computed  at  above  100,  were  burnt  alive  in  the 
bam.  This  inhuman  barbarity  was  not  the  conse- 
quence of  any  regular  system,  but  perpetrated  by 
the  runaway  rebels,  to  palliate  their  own  flight,  by 
inventions  and  exaggerations  of  the  cruelty  of  Uie 
King's  troops.  On  the  day  after  the  rebels'  defeat  at 
Ross,  they  resumed  their  position  on  Carrickbum  hilK 
Discontent  pervaded  the  whole  army^  Loud  mur* 
murs  were  heard  against  their  commander  in  chief, 
who  in  consequence  resigned  his  command^  and 
retired  to  Wexford.  He  was  disheartened  at  the 
failure  of  the  preceding  day,  and  disgusted  at  the 
general  insubordination  of  the  forces.  His  last 
act  of  power  was  a  general  order,  denouncing  death 
against  such  persons,  as  should  murder  any  pri-> 
soner^  bum  any  house,  or  commit  any  plunder, 
without  special  written  orders  from  the  commander 
in  chief*. 

The  rebels  remained  two'days  at  Carrickbum ;  thfey  Father 
then  took  post  on  Sleeva  Keelta,  a  neighbouring  hill,  ctcds  Har- 
commanding  the  river  of  Ross^  where  by  a  tumul-  command, 
luous  election,  they  chose  for  gtneral,  in  the  room  of 

*  That  x>rder,  aikl  several  particdan  rdatihg  to  thr  mmmcre  of 
Seullabogue,  ore  to  be  teen  in  Hist.  Rev.  vd.  III.  p.  J^U  kQs 
/OL  II.  2  H       . 
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I79«.  Harvey,  Father  Philip  Roche,  a  man  of  athletic 
powers  and  boisterous  manners,  and  not  ill  adapt* 
ed  to  controul  the  disorderly  bands  he  had  to  deal 
with.  This  choice  gave  to  the  contest  a  new  tinge 
of  crusade.  The  term  United  Irishmen  was  sunk 
into  that  of  Popish  Rebels^  and  the  denomina- 
tion of  Orangemen  into  that  of  Protestants  and  He* 
retics.  This  circumstance  proved  how  little  the 
Wexford  insurrection  had  been  preconcerted.  Quit- 
ting the  post  of  Sleeva  Keelta  three  days  after 
their  arrival,  the  troops  under  Father  Roche  occupied 
the  hill  of  Lacken,  within  two  miles  of  Ross,  where 
for  some  days  they  lay  inactive,  regaling  themselves 
on  the  slaughtered  cattle  and  liquors  they  had  plun- 
dered* 
^ckiow  The  insurgents  of  the  county  of  Wicklow  had 
tion.  aiaie  with  extreme  difficulty  been  kept  in  check  by  Major 
Hardy,  who  had  notwitbsanding  been  repulsed  ia 
five  different  rencounters;  which  though  singly  of 
slight  importance,  eccreased  the  rebels'  assurance 
and  eagerness  to  co-operate  with  the  Wexford  insur- 
gents. On  the  9th  of  June,  the  rebels,  after  having 
wasted  some  time  in  burning  the  town  of  Camew, 
tning  prisoners  for  Orangism,  and  plundering  houses, 
collected  their  forces  ar  Gorey,  and  advanced  to 
attack  Arklow,  with  a  force  exceeding  twenty  thou- 
sand men,  of  whom  near  five  thousand  were  armed 
^-ith  guns^  the  rest  with  pikes,  and  furnished  with 
three  ser\iceable  pieces  of  artillery.  The  g^arrison 
consisted  of  sixteen  hundred  men^  including  yeomen 
and  artillery.     The  rebels*  attack  was  so  impetuQUSi 


insunec- 
tion.  Bat 
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ftat  the  piquet  guard ^of  yeoman  cavalry,  on  which  It  ^79^» 
first  fell)  instantly  fled  in  the  utmc  at  confusion.  The 
farther  progress  of  the  assailants^  though  equally 
fierce,  was  prevented  by  the  firmness  of  the  infantry, 
particularly  the  Durham  fencibles,  commanded  by 
the  brave  Colonel  Skerret,  who  when  General 
Needham  talked  of  a  retreat,  spiritedly  replied  that 
he  knew  the  spirit  of  his  corps,  and  could  never 
bear  the  idea  of  its  giving  ground.  This  magna- 
nimous answer  diverted  the  general  for  some  time 
from  his  plan  of  retreat.  In  the  mean  time  the 
rebels  retired  in  despair,  frustrated  in  their  furious 
assault  and  dispirited  by  the  death  of  Father  Michael 
Murphy^  who  was  killed  by  a  cannon  shot,  within 
thirty  yards  of  the  Durham  line,  while  he  was  lead* 
ing  his  people  to  the  attack.  The  battle  of  Arklow, 
though  not  the  most  bloody,  was  perhaps  the  most 
important  of  this  civil  war,  as  by  the  unfavourable 
turn  it  gave  to  the  rebel  arms,  it  probably  decided 
the  fate  of  Ireland. 

The  town  of  Wexford  was  the   prime  seat  of  Horrors  in 

the  town  of 

rebellion  in  the  south.  It  remained  in  the  possession  vwitord. 
of  the  rebel  force,  from  the  30lh  of  May  to  the  21  si 
of  June,  during  which  time  it  was  the  scene  of  many 
horrors.  The  sanguinary  and  vindictive  turn  the 
insurrection  had  very  early  taken,*  rendered  sub* 
mission  alike  dreadful  to  both  parties.  On  the 
evacuation  of  the  town  by  the  military,  tlie  vessels 
in  the  harbour  were  instantly  crowded  with  fugi- 
tives,    and    the    quays    with    men^    women,    and 

2  H  2 
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I79B-    children,   vho    to   avoid  falling  into  the    hands  d 
the  rebels,  begged    in  the  most   pitiable  manner  to 
be  admitted  on  board  the  ressds.     On  seeing   the 
flames  of  the  toll-house  and  bridge,  all  the  resseb 
weighed  and  stood  towards  the  mouth  of  the  harbour, 
where  they  cast  anchor.     About  one  o*clock,  a  white 
flag   was  seen  flying  in  Wexford  (a  signal  that  the 
rebels  were  in  possession  of  the  town) ;  all  the  cap- 
tains answered  the  agnal,  except  two,  who  sailed  far 
Wales.    They  then  again  weighed  anchor,  and  stood 
for  the  town,  where  they  soon  landed  all  their  passen- 
gers to  share   the  faite  of   their  neighbonrs.     The 
rebels,  who  entered  the  town,  were  headed  by  Edward 
RocLe,  who  had  been  permanent  sergeant  in  Colond 
Le  Hunte*s  corps  of  yeomen  cavalry,  from  which  he 
had  deserted,  and  become  a  rebel  general.     By  ac- 
clamation they  appointed  General  Keugh  governor 
and  commandant  cf  the   town;  and  bore   him  on 
their  shoulders  to  the  court-house.     This  man  had, 
f/oni  a  private,  risen  to  the  rank  of  captain-lieutenant 
in  the  6th  regiment,  in  which  he  served  in  America. 
Ke  was    cf   engaging  address,    had    long    been  in 
the  habit  of  freely  censuring  the  corruptions  cf  go* 
vemment,  and  \k~as  so  violent  an  advocate  for  reform, 
that  the  chancellor  had  strucken  him  out  of  the  coflh 
fTJSsion  of  the  peace,  in  the  year  1796.     In  order  to 
iatroduce  some  order  into  the  town^  certain  persons 
were  chosen  to  distribute  provisions,  in  jrateable  por« 
tions,  amongst  the  inhabitants.     The  habitations  of 
many  of  such  protestuts  as  had  escaped  were  pl«n« 
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dere^,  some  were  demolished,  and  few  houses  even  ^^^ 
of  those  Protestants  that  remained  were  spared.  The 
most  obnoxious  •  protestants  were  committed  to  pri- 
son :  yet  many  were  still  at  large,  who  were  really  at- 
tached to  thepopular  cause,or  who  from  fear  now  affected 
,to  be  so.  During  the  tumultuary  rule  of  this  en- 
raged  multitude,  many  murders  were  perpetrated  with 
a  savage  affectation  of  solemnity,  in  order  to  excite 
the  enthusiasm  of  the  mob. 

Most,  if  not  all  of  the  massacres  at  Wexford,  lay  Atrocities 

'01  Dixon. 

at  the  door  of  an  infuriate  monster  of  the  name  of 

♦  The  following  rebel  proclamation  seeais  to  justify  the  idea, 
that  they  had  no  intent  or  wish  to  spill  the  blood  of  ai^  who  had^ 
not  been  guilty  of  acts  of  cruelty,  violence,  and  oppression  against 
the  people.    All  Orangemen  tliey  considered  guilty. 

Proclamation  of  the  People  of  the  County  of  Wexford. 

''  Whereas  it  stands  manifestly  notorious,  that  James  Boyd^ 
"  Hawtry  White,  Hunter  Go w ran,  and  Archibald  Hamilton 
'<  Jacob,^  late  magistrates  of  this  county,  have  committed  the  most 
horrid  acts  of  cruelty,  violence,  and  oppression,  against  our  peace- 
able and  well  aflfected  countrymen.  Now  we,  the  people, 
associated  and  united  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  our  just  rights, 
'*  and  being  determined  to  protect  the  persons  and  propcnies  of 
**  those  of  all .  religious  persuasions,  who  have  not  oppressed  us, 
'*  and  are  willing  with  heart  and  hand  to  join  our  glorious  caaae^ 
"  as  well  as  to  shew  our  marked  disapprobation  and  horror  of  the 
**  crimes  of  the  above  delinquents,  do  call  on  our  countrymen  at 
*'  large  to  use  every  exertion  in  their  power  to  apprehend  the  bo- 
"  dies  of  the  afuresaid  James  Boyd,  Sec.  &c.  &c.  and  to  secure 
**  and  convey  them  to  the  gaol  of  Wexford,  to  be  brought  before 
'^  the  tribunal  of  the  people. 
^«  Dpoe  at  Wexford^  this  pth  day  of  June,  1798. 

*'  God  save  the  People. 
2hS 
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17P?«     Dixon,  a  car  tain  of  a  trading  vessel,  then  lying  in  the 
haiboar :  he  was  the  first  to  re-land  the  fugiives  he 
had  on  board,  towards  whom  (particularly  the  ladit  s) 
he  bchaw-d  with  brutal  ferocitv.     On  his  return  to 
shore  he  was  made  a  captain  in  the  r^bel  army  ;  \vhich 
ircroascd  his  influence,  and  extended  his  means  of  ex- 
citing the  rabble  to  those  atrocities,  in  which  he  de- 
li^rhttd.     The  wile  of  this  man,  as  inhuman  as  him- 
self,  had  puricinod  from  the  drawing-room  of  Mr.  Le 
ir.mtw^,  four  miljs  from  Wexford,  two  (ire-screens  with 
en"iblematicil  figures.    Dixon  informed  the  mob,  that 
this  room  Iiad  been  the  meeting-place  of  Orangemen, 
and  that  ilie  fi^^urcs  denoted  the  manner,  in  which  the 
Roman Tiatholics  were  to  be  put  to  death  by  these 
corspiratorsi    that    they   were  to   be    first   deprived 
of  thJr  ^:^^hl,  and  then   buried  alive,  without  the 
cxc  ;^*::r.    own    of   children;    and   particulv^y  that 
iI:j  s..!::-:^:!  c:  tn:it  C-^niri;;r:io:i  v.*:to  to  be   n^asted 
tvi  ^..^.-!i  c:i  r^J-1:.:  ar.chcrs.     Mr.  Le  Hume,  who 
h:.J  lii  i;.:\.-  V^^u  pcrmirtLd  to   rvMiiain  quietly  in  a 
1^1  Iv.:. J  :.:v.:.  ::\  the  tv>N\*n,  was  iastantly  dragged  into 
the  5:: Lti  bv  the  ir.bLIo,  v.ho  wcu-u  soon  have  torn  hira 
to  Y'  c:<,   !:«i  he  n^t  b;:vu  s:.v.J  by  re  exertions  of 
M:\  Ei  \a:\!  lLn\  cr.J  Mr.  Rvbcn  Cartv,  two  catholic 
r:r.:*Li.i:",  v.!::^  prsjuently  hu;i":ei  him  into  the  gaol, 
I.:.-.:..*  ;"r;.\r.c^^  r:  bri:c:ir;::  iiim  to  irial,  and  parried 
i::  :!::  v  ivv  vl  t;:  ;h:;>:<  of  the  p'-k*^,  two  of  which, 
iii  s. -re  v*"  :'r  -r:  :::.::avcurs,  v.  unJid  hrm  sli^^htly  in 
t!.e  !\.ck   .      ihi?  number  r:  pro:c5:a:.ts  in  the  town 

•  ll.^^v^v^  <ov^vJ   f.r.  i.'kn,  p.  1*?,     Mr.  E.    Hay,   in    1602j 
a  rtn-  ir.tfre.-;In^  Icitcx  to  M%  G:  den  on  some  misute* 


^^ 


Aimimstration  of  Earl  Camderim  471 

of  Wexford,  when  it  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels,  ^798. 
did  not  merely  consist  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  town 
and  Its  environs,  but  had  been  greatly  encreased  by  the 
assemblage  of  refugees  and  prisoners  from  more  distant 
parts  of  the  country.  Of  these,  about  200  were  secured 
in  the  jail  and  other  places  of  confinement :  some  were 
kept  in  their  own  houses :  the  dread  of  massacre  fell 
indiscriminately  upon  them  all.  On  the  6th  of  June, 
under  an  order  from  Enniscorthy,  ten  prisoners  at  Wex- 
ford were  selected  for  execution,  and  suffered  accord- 
ingly. The  limitation  of  the  victims  to  half  a  score, 
under  this  order,  was  made  upon  the  principle  of  retalia- 
tion :  those,  who  gave  it,  having  received  information, 
that  a  similar  number  of  their  people  had  suflfered  in  like 
manner  on  the  preceding  day,  A  •  general  slaughter  of 
the  prisoners  was  twice  attempted  by  the  sanguinary 
Dixon,  at  the  head  of  bands  of  peasants.  He  was  mag- 
nanimously opposed,  first  by  one  Hore,  a  butcher,  and 
next  by  one  Scallion,  a  nautical  trader;  the  former 
with  a  sword,  the  latter  with  a  pistol,  defying  him  to 
single  combat,  and  insisting,  that  he  must  shew  himself 
a  man,  before  he  should  dare  to  put  defenceless  men  to 
death.     Notwithstanding  the  brutality  and  influence  of 

ments  in  the  first  edition  of  his  history^  which  the  reverend  author 
has  had  the  caqdor  to  publish  at  fall  length  in  the  Appendix  to  his 
second  edition^  to  be  seen  in  Appendix  to  Historical  Review, 
No.  CXI  II.  The  Rev.  Historian  there  says  he  is  convinced,  that 
Mr.  Hay  had  no  command  among  the  rebels,  and  exerted  himself 
only  to  save  lives  and  property  Mr.  Edw^d  Hay  has.  since 
the  publication  of  Mr.  Gordon^s  second  edition,  published  a  very 
l^utheniic  and  interesting  history  of  the  insurrcctioQ  of  Wexford. 
f  ^ordpn,  second  edition,  p.  180. 
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JTos.     Dixon,  and  some  few  iadiWduals  of  his  cast,  over  the 
most  iniuriated  fanatics  of  the  multitude,  the  leaders 
of  the  rob^.  Is  solemnly  disclaimed  every  idea  of  cruelty, 
and  strongly  recommended  brotherly  love  and  affec- 
tion  to\^*ards  their  countrym^i    of  every    religious 
pcrsuasijn*.     An  inSox  of  fugitive  rebeb  from  the 
norihcm  parts  of  the  county,  by  retailing  some  and 
cxa(;gorating    or  inventing   other  &cts  of  baibarity 
commirtcd  upon  them  by  the  soldiery*  had  worked 
t*p  to  an  ui.aCCOunuble  degree  the  vindictive  fero- 
ciiv  of  the  Kvikest  rebels,  which  the  barbarous  Dixon 
cndamed  bv  \^  hi^kjv.  and  the  most  inhuman  exhorta* 
tions.     This  m^:ster  had  art  in  his  barbarxtr.     The 
Rev.  Mr*  Dixv^n,  his  reiaave,  a  carhclk  dezgyman, 
ha\~ing  been  cscntenced  to  transportarl;::^,  h^d  been  sent 
oa  to  P^nciuUion  Fort  the  day  preceiing  the  izsur- 
rvxi.^n :  he  vas  icuikd  ruiliv  on  the  lesczi  jct  of  one 


*      ■  •  • 
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the  town's  people  were  at  prayers,  and  was  utterly     179S% 
unknown  to  the  principal  inhabitants.    - 

Dr.  Caulfield*,  the  catholic  bishop  of  Ferns,  and  Eicrtiom 
others  of  his  clergy  in  that  diocese,  exerted  themselves  thoiic 
with  the  utmost  zeal  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives  to  pre-  present  . 
vent  bloodshed,  and  preserve  the  lives  and  property  of  and  save 

thelivcsdC 
the  pro- 

•  It  suffices  to  state  two  letters  written  to  Dr.  Troy  by  Colonel  ***^*"** 
Littlehales^  secretary  to  Lord  CornwaUis«  after  the  heat  of  the 
ferment  had  subsided^  and  after  the  publication  of  Sir  Richard 
Musgrave's  rancorous  untruths,  as  testimonies  of  his  loyalty  and 
meritorious  conduct  on  this  tr)  ing  occasion.  Some  very  curious 
and  interesting  details  of  ti)e  exertions  and  dangers  of  that  respect- 
able prelate,  who  is  since  deceased,  and  his  clergy,  afe  to  be  seeo 
in  Hiitorical  Keview^  vol.  III.  p.  750,  &c. 

Dublin  Castle,  May  nth,  180Q; 
"Sir, 

''In  answer  to  the  honor  of  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant^  . 
"  which  I  have  laid  before  my  lord-licutenant,  I  am  to  assum 
''  yoti,  that  government  will  give  to  Dr.  Oaul6eld  that  protection, 
**  which,  from  his  conduct  and  character  as  a  loyal  subject,  he 
''  appears  justly  to  merit. 

''  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
'•  Sir, 
**  Your  most  obedient  and  faithful  servant, 

£•  B.  LllTLEMALBS. 

*'  The  most  Rev.  Dr.  Troy,  tsfc.  Vc.  i^c. 
Nwth  King  Street. 


tt  '- 


Dublin  Cattle,  June  30/ A,  1600. 

**  SXH, 

'*  Your  letter  of  the  28th  current  having  reached  me, 
*'  with  its  enclosure  from  Dr.  Caulfield,  I  have  stated  their  oon- 
''  tents  to  my  iord-lieutenant,  who  desires  me  to  say,  that  bis  ex« 
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179^-  the  protectants.  Sir  Richard  Musgrave,  the  inde&d- 
gable  traduccr  of  ancient  and  modem  Ireland,  has  la- 
boured all  he  could  by  disseminating  false  calumnies, 
to  criminate  that  respectable  prelate  and  his  clergy. 


XiMdKincft.  So  radicallv  had  the  fatal  enthusiasm  extinguished 
ufcm  bf  all  sense  of  dutv  in  the  miscruided  wretches  in  this 
temporary  phrenzy,  that  it  became  a  service  of  as 
much  danger  to  dehort  them  from  their  wicked  pur- 
poses, as  to  hoist  an  orange  ccckade,  or  to  threaten 
to  flog,  strangle,  or  picquet  them.  Lord  Kings- 
borough  (now  Earl  of  Kingston),  the  colonel  of  the 
North  Cork  regiment  of  militia,  was  in  Dublin  when 
the  town  was  taken  possession  of  by  the  rebels.  Dis- 
believing the  report  of  this  disaster,  he  set  out  under 
obstinate  incredulity  to  join  his  regiment :  he  travelled 
by  land  to  Arklow,  and  thence  proceeding  by  sea  to 
Wexford,  was  taken  prisoner  with  two  officers  of  his 
regiment  off  the  harbour  of  that  town.  The  capi 
ture  of  Lord  Kingsborough  was  considered  by  ihc 
rebels  as  an  incident  of  peculiar  importance  to  them, 
not  only  on  account  of  his  situation  in  life,  but  more 
especially  as  his  lordship  had  ever  been  prominently 


'^  ccllcncjr  has  no  cause  whatsoever  to  alter  the  opinion  be  has 
f*  imbibed  of  the  loyalty  aiul  proper  deportinent  of  Dr*  Caulficld| 
f*  whose  letter  1  return. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
"  Sir, 
*'  Your  mobt  obedient  and  faithful  servant^ 

E.    B.    LlTTLEHALM, 

"  The  most  Rev.  Dr.  Troy,  i^c.  ^c,  ^c. 
North  King  Streetr 
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zealous  in  promoting  the  system  of  coercion  so  ob-  ^79^ 
noxious  to  the  United  Irishmen.  The  more  reflecting 
of  them  had  further  views  in  his  importance  as  an 
hostage,  in  case  of  their  being  driven  to  terms  of 
capitulation.  To  the  unremitting  and  hazardous 
exertions  of  Dr.  Caulfield  does  this  nobleman  owe 
his  lite. 

On  the  19th  of  June,  General  Edward  Roche,  and  Consteraa. 
such  of  the  insurgents  of  his  neighbourhood,  as  were  fo  a  on  the 
at  VinejGjar  liill,  were  sent  home  to  collect  the  whole  the  army, 
mass  of  the  people  for  general  defence.  By  the  march 
of  the  royal  army  in  all  directions,  towards  Vinegar 
Hill  and  Wexford,  a  general  flight  of  such  of  the  in- 
habitants  as  could  get  oflf  took  place.  The  alarm 
was  general  thoughout  the  country  ;  all  men  were 
called  to  attend  the  camps  j  and  Wexford  becam?^  the 
universal  rendezvous  of  the  fugitives,  who  reported 
the  approach  of  the  army,  marking  it's  movements 
uith  horror  and  devastation.  Ships  of  war .  were 
also  seen  off  the  coast :  gun-boats  blocked  up  the 
entrance  of  the  harbour:  and  from  the  commanding 
situation  of  the  camp  at  the  Three  Rocks,  on  the 
mountain  of  Forth,  the  general  conflagration,  which 
was  as  progressive  as  the  march  of  the  troops,  was 
clearly  perceivable.     General  Moore*,  who  advanced 

•  This  jj^rcat  and  ev«r  to  be  lamented  hero,  who  lately  fell  a 
vidim  to  thecounrJs  of  soaieof  those  very  men,  who  were  now 
driving  the  sysiem  m  Ireland,  was  an  clcve  and  favourite  of  Sir  R. 
Abercrombie,  who  i)ad  resigned  the  command  of  the  troops  act- 
ing ur.der  a  Hystem,  which  he  could  neither  support  as  a  Britoo  nor 
a^  a  soldier. 
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1798.^  with  a  part  of  the  army,  did  all  in  his  power  to  prevent 
these  atrocities,  and  had  some  of  the  outragers  im- 
mediately put  to  death.  This  humane  and  benevo* 
lent  conduct  ill  suited  the  intentions  and  views  of  the 
terrorists.  He  was  instantly  ordered  to  Wicklow, 
where  his  conciliatory  conduct  and  humanity  were 
conspicuous,  and  will  ever  be  remembered  with  grati- 
tude by  the  people  of  that  neighbourhood,  who 
eagerly  flocked  to  his  standard  for  protection.  The 
principal  inhabitants  of  Wexford  having  met  in  con- 
sultation upon  the  best  mode  of  defence,  issued  an 
order  for  all  the  armed  men  to  appear  in  camp  by 
break  of  day.  Captain  Dixon,  although  completely 
accoutred  for  battle,  refused  to  obey  the  order, 
which  was  communicated  to  him,  whilst  in  the  act  of 
sending  whiskey  to  a  picked  band  of  70  ferocious 
peasants,  whom  he  had  po:.ted  in  the  barrack,  and 
there  detained  for  his  abominable  purpose  of  a 
general  massacre.  He  had  formed  a  reserve  guard 
of  some  thousands  of  the  most  dastardly  and  un- 
duly, consequently  the  most  savage  and  cruel  of  the 
mob,  who  had  refused  to  march  to  the  camp. 
These  he  also  plied  with  liquor,  to  render  them  the 
fitter  for  the  work  of  blood.  I'he  victims  were 
conducted  from  the  prison  in  separate  detachments 
of  about  ten  or  fifteen,  with  horrible  solemnity, 
each  surrounded  by  a  guard  of  butchers,  and  pre- 
ceded by  a  black  flag  marked  with  a  white  cross^ 
to  the  place  of  execution,  where  they  were,  after  their 
names  had  been  separately  called  over,  put  to  death, 
one  aft^r  another.     One  was  slaughtered  at  the  door 
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of  the  jail,  the  rest  on  the  bridge.  A  multitude  of  1798- 
wretches  (the  greater  part  women)  assembled  to 
behold  the  scene  of  blood,  and  rent  the  air  with 
savage  shouts  of  exultation  on  the  arrival  of  each  de« 
tachment  at  the  fetal  ^  spot.  When  S5  had  been  thus 
butchered,  the  slaughter,  which  had  commenced  at 
two  o*cIock  in  the  afternoon,  was  stopped  at  seven 
by  the  mterference  of  Father  Corrin,  a  catholic  clergy- 
man, who  had  gone  thither  to  endeavour  to  stop  the 
shedding  of  blood.  On  his  arrival  on  the  bridge,  he 
for  some  time  .vainly  supplicated  the  assassins  to  desist. 
Then,  in  an  authoritative  tone,  he  commjuided  them  to 
pray,  before  they  should  proceed  farther  in  the  work 
of  death }  having  thus  caused  them  to  kneel,  he  dic- 
tated a  prayer,  that  God  might  shew  the  same  merc^ 
to  them,  which  they  should  shew  to  the  surviving  pri« 
soners.  The  respite  thus  procured  was  rendered  hap- 
pily efficient  by  a  report,  that  Vinegar  Hill  was  beset 
by  the  king's  troops.  This  intelligence  instantly  caused 
the  multitude  to  disperse.  The  surviving  captives  at 
the  bridge  were  after  a  short  pause  re-conducted  to 
prison  by  their  guard,  with  denunciations  of  a  general 
massacre  of  all  the  protestants  on  the  next  day. 

We  must  leave  the  tumultuary  horrors  of  Wexford  MoTememt 
to  follow  the  movements  of  the  army,  which  led  to  ^^"^^^ 
the  final  liberation  of  that  town  from  the  ruthless 
tyranny  of  the  rebels.  After  the  battle  of  Arklow  the 
royal  army  remained  some  days  close  within  its  quar* 
ters ;  but  when  the  country  about  Gorey  was  evacu- 
ated  by  the  rebels.  Major-general  Needham  movedi 
from   Arklow    thither    on  the  19th  of   June,   and 
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1798-  tlience  towards  Enniscorthy  on  the  20th,  according  tOi  1 
concerted  plan  of  General  Lake,  that  the  great  station 
of  the  rebels  at  Vinegar  Hill  should  be  surrounded 
by  his  majesty's  forces,  and  attacked  in  all  points  at 
once.  This  eminence,  with  the  town  of  Enniscorthy 
at  its  foot,  and  th^  country  for  nmmy  miles  round  had 
been  in  the  possession  of  the  rebels  from  the  28di  of 
May,  during  which  time  the  face  of  affairs  had  been 
indescribadily  horrid.  Of  the  prisoners^  who  had 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  vebels,  between  three  and 
four  hundred  were  put  to  death }  several  after  a  sham 
trial ;  many  without  any  trial  at  all*. 
Bkttie  of  The  army  employed  to  surround  the  rebel  post  of 
uaL  Vinegar  Hill,  constituted  a  force  of  about  thirteen 
thousand  effective  men,  with  a  formidable  train  of  ar- 
tillery, with  which  the  whole  insurgent  army  at  that 
post  might  have  been  completely  surrounded.  The 
attack  began  at  seven  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
21st,  with  a  firing  of  cannon  and  mortars.  All  the 
divisions  were  at  their  re^ective  posts,  except  that  of 
General  Needham,  who  either  from  neglect  or  ac- 
cident, arrived  not  at  his  appointed  position  till  nine, 
ivhen  the  business  was  over.     The  rebels,  after  sus« 

♦  In  these  unfortunate  civil  contests^  retaliation  took  place^ 
without  any  reciprocity  of  right  or  law.  At  the  same  time  the 
Tcbcl  General  Murphy  experienceil  similar  treatment  from  the 
army.  Being  a  priest^  be  was  tauntingly  desired  to  work  mi- 
rackss,  scoffed  at,  and  particularly  insulted  by  a  young  officer, 
who  went  tlie  length  of  offering  indecent  insult  to  his  person, 
which  so  irritated  his  feelings,  that,  though  on  the  brink  of  eter- 
nity, with  his  fist  he  knocked  down  the  officer  at  a  blow.  He 
was  then  flagellated  and  instantly  hanged. 
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taining  th#  fire  of  the  artillery  and  small  arms  for  an  J^^ 
hour  and  an  half^  fled  through  the  passage,  which  lay 
open  from  the  non-arrival  of  General  Needham. 
They  directed  their  course  towards  Wexford,  Some 
hundred  stragglers  after  the  battle  were  killed; 
most  of  the  real  rebels  escaped.  As  the  flight  of 
the  rebels  was  precipitate,  they  left  behind  .them  a 
quantity  of  rich  plunder,  with  thirteen  pieces  of  ord- 
nance. The  loss  on  the  side  of  the  king's  forces  was 
inconsiderable,  *  Exce^ps,  to  be  expected  in  such  a 
crisis,  were  committed  by  the  soldiery,  particularly  by 
the  foreign  corps,  who  made  no  distinction  bet^^'een 
loyalist  and  rebel.  A  house,  used  as  an  hospital  by 
the  rebels,  was  set  on  fire,  in  which  many  sick  and 
wounded  were  burned  to  ashesf. 

On  the  21st  of  June,  Capt#  Macmanus,  of  the  An-  Wcxford*. 
trim,  and  Lieut.  Hay,  of  the  North  Cork  Militia,  who  render  rc- 
were  priscMiers  with  the  rebels,  were  sent  with  pro- 
posals from  the  inhabitants  of  Wexford,  to  surrender 
the  town,  and  return  to  their  allegiance,  provided  their 
lives  and  properties  should  be  guaranteed  by  the  com- 
manding   officer.     The   acceptance  of  these  terms 

*  Great  discontents  prevailed  in  the  army  upon  General  Need- 
ham's  conduct  on  this^  as  on  a  former  occasion.  It  raised  a  per- 
sonal contest  between  Sir  Richard  Musgrave  and  Mr.  Gordoif. 
The  sarcastical  allusions,  which  became  general  afler  the  action  of 
the  late  General  Needham  and  General  Needham*s  gap,  shew  on 
Which  side  (perfiaps  unwarrantably)  the  weight  of  inculpation  lay. 

I  The  Rev.  Mr.  Gordon  says,  he  was  informed  by  a  surgeon^ 
that  the  burning  was  accidental,  the  bed  clothes  having  been  set    ^ 
on  fire  by  the  wadding  of  the  soldxer*s  guns^  who  were  shooting 
the  patienta  in  their  beds. 
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1798*    Lord  Kingsborough  had  undertaken    personally  to 
amswer  for.    They  were,  however,  disdainfully  re- 
jected by  General  Lake,  who  returned  for  answer, 
that  no  terms  could  be  granted  to  rebels  in  armt; 
but  that   the  deluded  multitude  might  have    peace 
and  protection  when  their  arms  and  leaders  should 
have  been  delivered  into  his  hands. 
Wexford         The  iusiirgents  were  with  difficulty  prevailed  on  by 
^the       their  chieb  to  quit  the  town.     They  divided  them*' 
ttftup*.       ^Ives  into  two  bodies :  on^j^nder  the  command  of 
the  Reverend  Philip  Roche^  marched  into  the  barony 
of  Forth,  and  encamped  that  night  at  Sledagh ;  the 
other,  under  the  conduct  of  Messieurs   Fitzgerald, 
Perry,  and  Edward  Roche,  proceeded  over  the  bridge 
to  Peppard's  Castle,  where  they  took  their  station  for 
that  night.     After  the  approach  of  the  king's  troops 
upon  the  rebels  evacuating  the  (own.  Captain  Boyd, 
the  representative  of  Wexford,  returning  under  thdr 
convoy^  made  many  cautious  inquiries,  from  Captain 
Bourke,  who  had  come  recently  from  that   town, 
and  having  himself,  from  the  commanding  elevation 
of  the  road,  observed  the  retreat  of  the  insurgents 
over  the  bridge,  entered  the  town  attended  with  eight 
yeomen,  almost  with  as  much  precipitancy,  as  he  had 
formerly  abandoned  it,    loudly  declaring  the    army 
at  his  heels.     The  face  of  the  town  was  instantly 
changed  j  pereons,  who  the  moment  before  had  ap» 
peared   anxious   to  demonstrate  their  friendship  for 
the  insurgents,  instantaneously  exhibited  stronger  at* 
tachment  to   the   king's    troops.     General    Moore, 
thinking  it  most  adviseable  not  to  l^t  the  troops  into 
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the  town,  in  order  to  prevent  its  being  plundered  J 798. 
and  destroyed,  took  his  station  on  the  Windmill 
Hills,  which  commanded  the  town.  However,  shortly 
after,  the  rest  of  the  army  not  under  his  command, 
entered  the  town,  and  immediately  all  the  wounded 
men  in  the  hospital  were  put  to  the  sword,  as  were 
many  straggling  inhabitants  and  others,  who  thought 
themselves  in  security.    ' 

Relying   on   the    faith    of  Lord    Kings'borough's  Capture  of 

^.  ,  .  r  1  Father  Philip 

promises  or  complete  protection  or  ^persons  and  pro-  R;x:hc. 
perties,*  several  remained  in  the  town  of  Wexford, 
unconscious  of  any  reason  to  apprehend  danger^  but 
they  were  soon  taken  up  and  committed  to  jail. 
'I  he  Reverend  Philip  Roche  had  such  confidence 
in  them,  and  was  so  certain  of  obtaining  similar 
terms  for  those  under  his  command,  that  he  left 
his  force  at  Sledagh  in  ftjll  hopes  of  being  per- 
nutted  to  return  in  peace  to  their  homes,  and  was 
on  his  way  to  Wexford  unarmed,  coming,  as  he 
thought,  to  receive  a  confirmation  of  the  conditions, 
and  so  little  apprehensive  of  danger,  that  he  ad- 
vanced within  the  lines,  before  he  was  recognized. 
He  was  instantly  dragged  from  his  horse,  and  in 
the  most  ignominious  manner  taken  up  to  the 
camp  on  the  Windmill  Hills,  pulled  by  the  hair, 
kicked,  buffeted,  and  at  length  hauled  down  t6 
the  gaol  in  such  a  condition,  as  scarcely  to  be  re- 
cognized. The  people,  whom  he  had  left  in  ex- 
pectation of  being  permitted  to  return  quietly  home, 
being    informed   of  his  fate,  abandoned    all    idea 

VOL.  II.  2  I 
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1793.    of  peace,  and    set  off  under  the  command  of   the 
*^"^     Reverend  John  Murphy  to  the  county  of  Cai*  w. 
iTorroni  of        Death  and  desolation   now  visited  the  county  of 

the  County  r       1  1  1  f  j 

otwexfnid.  Wexford  so  sevcrviy,  that  scarcely  a  man  escaped; 
the  old  and  harmless  suffered,  whilst  they,  who  had 
the  use^of  their  lin;bs  and  were  guihy,  had  previously 
made  off  with  the  main  body  of  the  people.     The 
northern  part  of  the  county  was  deserted  by  most  of 
its  male  inhabitants  on  the  19th,  at  the  approach  of 
the  army  under  General  JJecdham.     Some  of  the 
yeomaniy,  who   had   formerly  deserted-  Gorey,   re- 
turned thither  on  the  2:st,  and   finding  no  officer 
of  the  army  as  was  expected  to  command  there,  li- 
^     ccntioiisly  scoured  the  country,  killed  great  numbers 
in  their  housfcs,  and  all  the  stragglers  they  met,  most 
of  whom   were   making  their   way  home    unarmed 
from  the  insurgents,  then  generally  believed  to  be 
totally  discomfited.     These  transactions  being  made 
known  to  a  body  of  the  insurgents,  encamped  at  Pep- 
pard's  castle,  they  resolved  to  retaliate,  and  marched 
directly  tor  Gorry,  whither  they  had  otherwise  no  in- 
tention of  proceeding.  The  yeomen  on  their  approach 
,  fled  with  precipitation  towards  Arklow,  but  were  pur- 
sued as  far  as  Coolgreney,  with  the  loss  of  forty-seven 
men.     The  day  was  called  bloody  Friday.     The  in- 
surgents had  been  exasperated  to  this  vengeance  by 
discovering  through  the  country,  as  they  came  along, 
several  dead  men,  with  their  skulls  split  asunder    their 
bowels  ripped  open,  and  their  throats  cut  across    be- 
sides some  dead  women  and  children,  whose  carcases 
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the  pigs  were  devouring,  or  preying  upon  some  sdll     1798. 
t^xpiring. 

In  the  midst  of  these  scenes  of  blood  and  slaughter,  Anivai  of 
the  Marquis  Cornwallis  arrived  in  Dublin  on  the  SOth  CornwaUit. 
of  June,  1798,  with  a  plenitude  of  power  exceeding 
that  of  his  predecessor,  by  the  supremacy  of  the  mili- 
tary command  having  been  superadded  to  the  civil 
government  of  the  country.     Yet  as  in  the  first  days 
of  his  administration  the  old  system  was  completely 
acted   upon  *  in  the  settlement  of  the  Wexford  re- 
bellion, it  will  be  fitting  to  lay  these  posthumous  acts 
of  the  extorted  system  of  coercion  rather  at  the 
close  of  Lord   Camden's^  than  the  commencement 
d(  Lord     Cornwallis*6    administradon.      After    the 
total  evacuation   of  the  town  of  Wexford  by.  the 
rebel  forces,  under  a  general  confidence^  that  their 
proposal  and  Lord  Kingsborough's  undertaking  would 
,  have  been  attended  to  and  observed,  General  Lake 
entered  the  town  on  the  22d  of  June,  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  remained  there  with   his  staff  for  several 
days.     Almost    all    the    principal   inhabitantsr  were 
immediately  taken  up,  confined  to  gaol,  and  arraigned 
for  treason.     Two  days  Captain  Keugh  remained  at 
Lord    Kingsborough's    lodgings,    under    two  senti- 
nels, before  he  was  removed  to  gaol.     Mr.  Cornelius 
Grogan  was  taken  at  his  seat  at  Johnstown  where  he 
had  remained,  unconscious  of  any  danger,  until  con- 
ducted to  prison.    Mr.  Bagenal  Harvey  had  gone  to 
his  residence  at  Bargycastle^  in  such  confidence^  that 
the  terms  agreed  upon   with    Lord  Kingsborough 
would  be  ratified,  that  he  sent  some  fat  cattle  into 

SIS 
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179®.  Wex&rd  fot  the  use  of  the  army  ;  but  learning  froi* 
the  messenger,  who  drove  them  thither,  that  no  con- 
ditions whatever  would  be  obtained,  he  haistened  with 
the  fetal  news  to  Mr.  Colclough.  This  gentleman 
had  previously  taken  his  wife  and  child  to  one  of  the 
Saltee  islands,  where  he  thought  to  have  weathered 
out  the  angry  storm  in  a  cave,  which  he  had  resort-- 
ed  to  for  concealment.  Thither  Mr.  Harvey  also 
repaired;  they  were  all  soon  discovered,  and 
brought  to  Wexford,  where  they  were  confined  in  the 
condemned  cells.  Courts-martial  sat  upon  the  Rev. 
Philip  Roche,  Captain  Keugh,  Mr.  Grogan,  Mr.  Har- 
vey, Mr.  Prendergast,  and  Mr.  Kelly,  who  had  be- 
haved with  such  intrepidity  at  the  attack  on  New  Ross, 
where  he  was  wounded :  they  were  all  found  guilty, 
and  successively  executed.  Their  bodies  were  treated 
with  indecent  barbarity.  It  was  afterwards  discover- 
ed, that  the  court-martial  had  been  so  precipitate  as 
not  even  to  have  sworn  in  the  members, 
lawfiection      The  province  of  Ulster,  where  insurrection  had 

in  UJf  ter. 

been  most  of  all  dreaded,  and  where  from  the  spirit 
of  the  inhabitants  it  would,  if  extensive,  have  been 
the  most  formidable,  had  hitherto  remained  undis- 
turbed. On  the  7th  of  June,  a  meeting  of  magistrates 
having  been  appointed  in  the  town  of  Antrim  for  the 
prevention  of  rebelUon,  some  insurgents,  with  design 
of  seizing  their  persons,  attacked  the  town  at  two 
o  clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  soon  overpowering  the 
troops  within  it,  had  possession  of  it  for  some  time, 
but  were  dislodged  by  Colonel  Durham,  who  battefi^ed 
the  town  with  some  artillery,  and  obliged  the  insur- ' 
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gents  to  abandon  it.  On  this  day  Lord  O'Neil  was  ^9?. 
mortally  wounded  *.  Some  other  feeble  attempts  were 
made  at  Bally  mena  and  Ballycastle. '  The  main  body 
of  these  northern  insurgents  retired  to  Donegar  hill, 
where,  disgusted  with  their  want  of  success  and  other 
circumstances^  they  surrendered  their  armls  and  dis- 
persed. On  the  8th  of  June  a  more  considerable 
body  of  insurgents  in  the  county  of  Down,  near  Saint- 
field,  nearly  surrounded  a  body  of  troops  under 
Colonel  Stapleton,  consisting  of  York  fencibles  and 
yeomen  cavalry,  of  whom  they  killed  about  sixty ; 
the  infantry,  however,  rallied  and  dispersed  the  rebels, 
and  after  a  stay  of  two  hours  on  the  field  of  battle, 
retreated  to  Belfast.  Little  discouraged  by  this  defeat, 
in  which  their  loss  was  trifling,  the  rebels  reassembled, 
and  took  post  at  Ballynahinch  on  the  Windmill  hill^ 
at  the  house  and  in  the  demesne  of  Lord  Moinu 
On  the  1 2th  General  Nugent  matching  from  Bel&st^ 
and  Colonel  Stewart  from  Downpatrick,  formed  a 
junction  with  fifteen  hundred  men  near  the  Windmill 
hill,  and  with  a  policy  wholly  unaccountable,  set  fire 
to  the  town  before  the  action.  The  action  was  main- 
tained about  three  hours :  the  artillery  did  little  execu- 
tion ;  at  length  the  Monaghan  regiment  of  militia, 
posted  with  two  field  pieces  at  Lord  Moira's  great 
gate,  was  attacked  with  such  determined  fury  by  the 

*  lie  rode  into  ihe  town  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  magis- 
tratM,  not  knowing  that  the  rebels  were  in  possession  of  it.  He 
shot  one,  u  ho  seized  the  bridle  of  his  horse,  afier  which  he  was 
dragged  from  his  saddle^  and  iq  wounded  with  pikcSf  that  ht  died 
in  a  tew  days. 
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^^  pikemcn  of  the  insurgents,  that  it  fell  back  in  confu- 
sion on  the  Hillsborough  cavalry,  which  fled  in  dis* 
order.  The  want  of  discipline  in  the  insurgents  lost 
what  their  valour  had  gained.  The  disordered  troops 
found  means  to  rally,  while  the  Argyleshire  fendbles, 
entering  the  demesne,  were  making  their  attack  on 
another  side.  The  insurgents  confused  and  distracted 
retreated  up  the  hill,  and  making  a  stand  at  the  top, 
2^  a  kind  of  fbrdficadon,  defended  the  post  for  some 
time  with  great  courage,  but  at  length  gave  way  and 
dispersed  in  all  directions.  Their  loss  exceeded  a 
hundred;  that  of  the  royal  army  threescore.  The 
main  body  of  these  insurgents  redred  to  the  mountains 
of  Slyeeve  Croob,  where  they  soon  after  surrendered 
and  returned  to  their  several  homes.  Thus  ter- 
minated this  short  but  acdve  northern  insurrection,  in 
the  course  of  which  some  slighter  acdons  'took  place, 
particularly  at  Portafthy,  where  the  insurgents  were 
repulsed  by  the  yeomanry.  They  set  fire  to  a  revenue 
cruizer,  in  which  forty  men  perished, 
inittrgency  In  oue  Other  part  of  the  kini):dom  only  did  the  in- 
^ofcoik.  surgency  break  out  during  Lord  Camden's  adirnni-; 
strktion^  namely,  in  the  county  of  Cork.  Tne  prin- 
cipal acdon,  and  the  only  one,  which  government  has 
thought  proper  to  communicate  to  the  public,  took 
place  near  the  village  of  Ballynascarty,  where  on  the 
i  9th  of  June,  according  to  their  account,  two  hundred 
and  twenty  men  of  the  Westmeath  regiment  of  militia, 
with  two  six  pounders,  under  the  command  of  their 
Lieutenant-colonel,  Sir  Hugh  O'Reilly,  were  attacked 
on  t^eir  march  from  Clognakelty  to  Bandon,  by  a 
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body  of  between  three  and  four  hundred  men,  placed  }*^^\ 
in  ambush  and  armed  almost  all  with  pikes.  The  attack 
was  made  from  an  height  on  the  left  of  the  column, 
so  unexpectedly  and  rapidly,  that  the  troops  had 
scarcely  time  to  form ;  when  at  that  criiical  moment,  a 
hundred  men  of  the  Caithness  legion  arrived  on  the 
spot,  and  by  a  brisk  fire  helped  to  put  the  assailants 
to  flight.  Their  loss  amounted  to  about  fifty  men ;  that 
of  the  royal  troops,  by  the  commander's  account, 
only  to  a  sergeant  and  one  private  ;  which  is  highly 
probable,  ts  the  insurgents  had  no  iire-arpis. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

AdTT.iriistration  of  MaTquu  ComuaJism 
17PS. 

Maqnis  Ok  the  21  Ft  of  Tune,  1708,  Marquis  Comwaiiis 

•wm*! the  assumed  the  civil  government  and  supreme  military 
^*"^  command,  which  it  was  found  necessary  to  unite  in 
the  same  person.  Tliis  appointment  under  Providence 
was  the  salvation  cf  Ireland.  His  lortlship  had  it 
in  his  special  commission  to  put  down  the  rebellion  in 
Ireland  by  moderation,  and  to  check  the  ferocity  of 
the  Orange  system  by  firmness,  A  change  in  the 
whole  system  of  govemin;^  that  country  had  become 
imperiously  necessary,  and  this  Robleman  was  select* 
ed  by  Mr.  Pitt  for  the  purpose.  AVhat  ulterior  com- 
missicn  he  had  from  the  British  cabinet  .viih  referenct 
to  the  union  of  the  two  kingdoms,  subs^^quent  events 
may  shew  •. 

•  It  is  tiie  fii^liionablc  cry  of  a  certain  partr,  which  srstemsti- 
cally  opposes  every  proposal  brought  forward  for  the  adraniage  of 
Irtlaml,  to  iJeniify  the  principles  of  ihe  system  of  ihc  two  govern- 
ments of  lilail  Cannlen  and  Lord  Cornwallis.  For  m»nj  iniereit« 
ing  facts  and  a^srnions  upon  this  siihjvct,  the  rendrr  U  r^frrretl  to 
the  posiliniinious  prefice  to  ihe  Hi^toiical  Re\icw  of  ihe  State  of 
IrebnJ,  publish'.-.!  in  IbO-I.  He  w.ll  ii»er  iiMil,  ihat  the  author 
was  a-.siv.(cl  Ly  the  prime  iiiii'sitr  ot"iI..«t  J:iy  ( Li  rj  SiJiuoulh), 
thnt  it  was  an  ivltiiiliy  of  -p!iir  md  prncijle  ^^j-piirablr  to  the 
varyinij  iircrini-r.:;i/cs  of  a  i»s  n.:^,  inqin.x,  aiul  expiring  rebellion. 
And  ]ie  vt^y  bl^Tifiririthj  assured  the  nuthur,  that  he  knew  not  the 
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On  the  28th  of  June  General  Lake  was  recalled     ^79S. 
from  Wexford,  and  General  Hunter  appointed  in  his  R^c«i  of 
stead,  to  the  inexpressible  joy  of  the  surviving  inhabit-  Lake,  and 
ants.     The  main  body  of  the  Wexford  insurgents,  m^ntof 
reckoned  to  be  fifteen  thousand^  had  directed  their  Hunter, 
march,  under  Father  John  Murphy,  into  Carlow,  with 
intention   to   penetrate  into  Kilkenny,    in   hopes  of 
raising  the  colliers  about  Castlocomer,  who  had  been 
in  a  state  of  disturbance  in  the  year  ni)S.   Upon  en- 
tering the  gap,  they  dispersed  some  troops,  who  op- 
posed their  progress,  and  defeated  a  body  of  the  4th 
dragoon  guards,  and  of  the  Wexford  militia,   who 
disturbed  their  passage  over  the  river  Barrow }  some 
few  were  killed,  and  twenty-seven  taken  prisoners,  of 
whom  seven  condemned  as  Orangemen*  were  shot. 

grounds^  views,  or  mot'wes  of  Lord  Cornwallis'  actions.  The 
author  has  in  his  possession  a  letter  frnin  Lord  Cornwallis,  in 
which  his  lordship  says,  his  sentiments  with  regard  to  Irelamiwere 
well  known  hy  the  measures  he  pwsited,  and  those  which  he  rec^m* 
mended.  The  reader  will,  under  these  opposite  assumptions,  mark 
the  conduct  of  this  noble  viaroy^  throughout  his  administratioQ^ 
with  double  interest  and  caution. 

*  Notwithstanding  the  constant  charges  of  this  contest  having 
become  a  religioa^  war,  it  must  be  allowed,  that  to  the  last  the 
cordial  enmity  of  the  rebels  was  to  the  Ovungeman,  and  not  to  the 
Protestant.     Even  Sir  Richard  Mu!igrave  affords  evidence  of  this 

I 

as  late  as  the  day,  on  which  the  rebels  evacuated  Wexlord,  fiono 
a  certificate,  which  he  says  was  given  on  that  day  by  Father  firoe. 
*'  I  h^reby  certify  that  A.  of  B.  in  the  parish  of  C  hns  done  his 
''  duty,  and  proved  himself  a  Roman  Catholic,  a: id  has  maiie  a 
«<  voluntary  oath,  that  he  never  was  an  Orangeman,  nor  took  the 
*'  Orange  oath, 

"  Dated  mxford,  June  21,  i;98.  F.  John  Qioi." 
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1798.  Major-genenl  Sir  Charles  Asgill,  who  bad  marched 
with  a  force  of  about  a  thousand  men  to  seize  the  post 
of  New-bridge,  arrived  too  hte  to  stop  the  progress  of 
the  rebel  army,  which  by  a  rapd  moveaient  had  pre- 
occupied that  post,  where  they  passed  the  night.  Oa 
the  next  muruiiig  that  gt^neral  arrived  too  late  to 
protect  the  town  of  Castlecomer,  upon  which  the  re- 
bels descended  from  the  heights,  having  in  their  route 
defeated  a  body  of  about  two  hundred  and  h  tr  meo 
at  Coolbawn.  The  town  was  set  oti  fire,  and  of  tiib 
conflagration  each  party  accuses  the  other.  In  die 
morning  of  the  25th  of  June,  having  taken  post  at  a 
place  called  Kilcomny,  they  were  assailed  by  a  font 
of  nearly  twelve  hundred  men,  under  General  Sir 
Charles  Asgill,  and  that  of  Major  Matdiews,  of  about 
five  hundred,  from  Maryborough^  After  an  houi^s 
firing  of  cannon,  the  rebels,  fearing  to  be  surroundedi 
fled  towards  the  gap  with  their  usual  celerity,  leaving 
all  their  plunder  and  artillery  behind  them.  Their 
artillery  consisted  of  ten  light  pieces,  and  among  the 
articles  of  plunder  were  seven  hundred  horses.  They 
forced  their  way  back  to  the  mountains  of  Wicklow, 
The  other  body  of  Wexford  insurgents  being  joined 
by  the  forces  under  Mr.  Garret  Byrne,  made  an  un- 
successful attack  upon  Hacketstown,  and  finding  it 
impracticable  to  effect  their  design,  without  cannon,  (rf 
which  I  hey  had  not  a  single  piece,  retreated  from  the 
place,  alter  an  aciion  of  nine  hours.  During  the  en- 
gagement a  con.siJ.Table  force  of  our  cavalry  and 
inlantry  stood  on  a  hill  at  a  small  distance,  in  view  of 
the  scene  of  action,  but  did  not  join  in'  the  batde. 
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Shortly  after  they  surprized  a'  corps  of  the  Ancient  1798. 
British,  and  Ballaghkeen  cavalry ;  of  whom  they  slew 
about  eighty  without  losing  a  single  man.  On 
the  2d  of  July,  they  were  pursued  by  a  body  of 
yeoman  cavalry  and  infantry,  before  whom  they  re* 
tired  to  an  eminence,  called  Bally rakeen-hilU  Here 
they  took  post.  As  the  'yeomen  moved  up  the  hill, 
the  insurgents  poured  upon  them  with  such  impe- 
tuosity, that  they  were  in  an  instant  utterly  discom- 
fited, with  the  loss  of  seventy  privates  and  two  officers. 
The  cavalry  escaped  by  flight. 

The  first  prominent  act  of  Marquis  Comwallis,  to  First  act  of 
put  a  close  to  the  sy^stem  of  blood    and  terror,   was  ot  sytum. 
a  proclamation*  authorizing   his  majesty's  generals 
to  give  protection  to  such  insurgents  as,  being  sim- 
ply guilty  of  rebellion,  should  surrender  their  arms,  ab- 
jure all  unlawful  engagements,  and  take  the  oath  of  al- 
legiance to  the  King.    How  necessary  at  that  time  such 
a  step  was,  could  be  a  question  of  no  difficulty  to 
those,  who  viewing  dispassionately  the  state  of  affairs, 
considered  what  numbers  had  been  seduced  into  the 
conspiracy  by  artifice,  and  forced  into  rebellion  by 
unfortunate  circumstances.     To  give  the  full  sanction 
of  law  to  that  necessary  measure,  a  message  was  de- 
livered from  his  excellency  to  the  house  of  commons, 

*  The  form  of  it,  together  with  the  certificate  and  oath,  are 
to  be  secD  in  my  Historical  Review,  vol.  11 L  p.  JJS.  It  was 
publiihed  in  the  Dublin  Gazette  only  on  the  3d  of  July  :  but  aa 
it  bears  date  the  29th  day*of  June,  179b,  it  was  probably  com. 
municated  to  General  Lake  before  publication,  as  that  general  left 
Wexford  on  the  28th. 
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^79^'     on  the  17th  of  July,  signifying  his  Majesty's  pleasure 
to  that  effect  \  and  an  act  of  amnesty  uas  ac cordingly 
passed  in  favor  of  all  engaged  in  the  rebellion,  who 
had  not  been  le«iders,    vho  had  not  committed  man- 
slaughter, except  in  the  heat   of  buttle,    and    who 
should  comply  with  the  conditions  mentioned  in  the 
proclamation* 
Fin:>?rti«-        The  Wexford  insurgents  had  fixed   their  station 
ibc  wcj-    near  the  White  Heaps^  at  the  foot  of  Croghan  Moun- 
ctnts.        tain;    whence  they   moved,    during    the    night  of 
the  4th  of  July,  toward  Wicklaw  Gap ;  but  on  the 
morning  of  the  6th,  the  army  under  Sir  James  Duff 
from  Carnew,  under  cover  of  a  thick  fog,  surrounded 
them  in  four  powerful  divisions^  before  they  could 
perceive  the  approach  of  any  enemy.   Finding  them- 
selves unable  to  withstand  a  battle,  they  broke  through 
the  pursuing  cavalry,  of  whom  they  slew  about  eighty, 
and  moved  with  their  usual  velocity  in  the  direction 
of  Carnew.     Upon  their  arrival  at  Ballygullen^  they 
resolved  to  await  the  approach  of  the  troops,  and  try 
the  issue  of  a  battle.     Their  force  was  then  consider- 
ably  reduced.     They  maintained  the  contest  for  an 
hcur  and  a  half  with  the  utmost  intrepidity.     They 
repulsed  the  cavalry,  and  drove  the  artillerymen  three 
times  from  their  guns  j  but  fresh  reinforcements  of 
tl'ie  army  pouring  in  on  all  sides^  they  were  obliged  to 
give  way,  quilting  the  field  of  battle  with  little  loss  to 
themselves,  and  notwithstanding  their  fatigue,  retreat- 
ed with  stupendous    celerity  in   different   directions. 
They  assembled  again  at  Carrigrew,  where  upon  con-  | 
sidering  the  reduced  state  of  their  forces  and  the  ad- 
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vantages  gained  by  the  army,  they  thought  it  advise-     1793- 
able  to  disperse,  and  thus  put  an  end  to  the  warfare  in 
the  county  of  Wexford. 

The  cessation  of  hostilities  unfortunately  did  not  Xnqtii- 
close  the  miseries  of  that  devoted  district :  a  bloody  coun  of 
and  vindictive  spirit  seized  upon  many  of  the  gentle- 
men of  that  county,  and  was  carried  into  effect  with 
outra5:eous  barbarity.  Their  former  claims  to  re- 
spectability  in  life  for  a  length  of  time  gave  credit  to 
their  falsehood,  procured  countenance  to  their  fana- 
tidsm,  and  secured  them  the  means  of  executing  in- 
justice. •General  Lake,  previous  to  his  departure 
from  Wexford,  had  appoinreJ  a  committee  to  super- 
intend prosecutions,  and  to  grant  passes  to  leave  the 
country,  consisting  of  the  prin^al  gentlemen  then 
resident  there.  The  appropriate  duty  of  this  body 
was  to  enquire  specially  into  thecases  of  such  prisoners, 
as  they  shopld  hand  over  to  be  tried  by  court-martial, 
to  procure  evidence  for  prosecution,  and  to  commit  dif- 
ferent persons  to  gaol.  It  vjras  not,  however,  deemed  ne- 
cessary to  send  a  committal  to  a  jailer,  as  the  word  of 
any  of  them  was  considered  sufficient  for  the  deten- 
tion of  any  of  those  given  in  custody.  They  were 
also  to  act  as  a  kind  of  council  to  General  Hunter, 
whose  benevolent  disposition  they  thwarted  in  many 
instances.  This  was  in  fact  so  well  known,  that  many, 
upon  being  put  into  confinement,  wer6  induced,  by 
their  apprehensions,  to  petition  for  transportation, 
rather  than  abide  a  trial  under  their  direction.     The 

*  Hay's  Hiito^  of  tlw  lusuixectioa  of  Wexford,  p.' 266. 
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1799.    tyrannical,  unjust,  and  inhuman  disposition  of  this 
body  is  strongly  exeoiplified  in  their  unwarrantablf 
treatmr  n:  of  iruny,  besides  the  writer  and  eye-wiin5v  \ 
of  the  insurrection  of  Wexford,  which   he  has  ue- 
tailed  In  his  preliminary  discourse*. 

*  Thr  p|iiotation  I  Save  mid^  from  thw  anthor,  aa  an  rJ^ 
viitnr^  auJ  a  ni'^t  aggrieved  sutfrrpr  under  this  prrsecuiin^  ipin 
or  i::e   Wtr\!cird    Oangemen,    seems  10  baffle  all  poft«ibiliif  u 
rertii.i':nn.     'i'he  unparalleled  niiJ  ahiimt  ifHrredib^e    iRsiance«, 
^■Htch  Mr.   Hav  detatU  of  \\\%  own  fafK.-no»t  frv>in  fhii  imra- 
«it  irial  court  in  I  he  iulmduciion  fo  h's  historj.  cliill   tlie  fakx^ 
of  the  reader      Yrt  as  ibey  necessarily  eKcitr  indignation  agaimt 
a«l   support  CIS  of  the  sysf  rm,  it  brcomes  more  candid  to  ooim 
such  an   the   author  has  given  to  ihe  pnbliCy  than  to  permil  ibe 
foul    iniputaticin    to    light   upon    the   gentrr  of  tlie  cxMinty  at 
)flrge  :    "  ( Inirod.  ixviiL)    Six  magistrates  of  the  count j  after- 
war  :s  formed  themsrhes  into  an  inqniiitorinl  coorta  consiMiogoi 
tlie  Riglit  Honorable  George  Ogle,  .lames  Bof  dj  Ricbard  Nevm 
King,  Edward  Percivdl,  Ehenrzer  Jacob,  M.  D.  aod  John  Hrnn 
Lifter,  Esquires.     Thry  as<embled  at  the  hoiisa  of  Jaoaes  Roy.i. 
4nd  suninioucd  hundreds  before  them,  whom  they  ftwore  to  give 
such  infonnatioD  a«  they  could  cor.o  ming  the  rebeUion.     Abi.ut 
^fiy  persons  have  informed  me,  that  ibey  were  principally  ques- 
tioned concerning  me ;  so  that  I  have  strong  reason  to  behe%-e» 
tliai  no  means  were  left  antrird  to  criminate  me.     My  conduct 
has  certainly  undergone  strictrr  investigation  than    that  ot  anr 
other  ])'.Tson  111  Ireland,  and  such  as,  I  believe,  that  of  the  murf 
unexceptionable  of  my  persecutors  would  not  pass  through  un- 
blemiabed;  while  mine  is  irreproachable  10  the  utiTi«.st  degiec, 
having  passed  with  unimpeaclied  honor  the  ordeal  of  the  Wesfurd 
inquisition.     We  read  of  nothing,  that  has  gone  such  lengths  in 
foreign  ctmntries.     Even  the  inquisitors  are,  by  duty  and  oath,  to 
sec-k  ant  all  evidence  as  well  for  as  against    their   prisoners !" 
Amongst  the  victims  devoted  to  the  violence  of  the  times  was  the 
Rev.  John  Redmond,  who  had  been  piomiDeotly  sealous  in  en- 
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A  party  of  insurgents  in  the  connty  of  Kildare,     i^gB. 
under  the  command  of  Mr.  William  Aylmer,  still  held  ^^""'^^ 
out  in  arms.     Thither    the  ren^aini  ti):   body  of  the  «n»isur- 

'  render  of 

Wexford  men,  commanded  by  Mr.  Fitzererald,  ac-  the  out 

'  ^  stamlin.i^  in- 

companied  by  Mr.  Garret  Byrne,  and  some  Wlcklow  lurjcms. 
men,  directed  their  course  and  formed  a  junction, 
but  were  stopped  in  their  progress  at  Clonard  by  a 
body  of  troops  from  Kinaegad  and  MuUingar,  which 
forced  them  to  retreat.       After  this  repulse  the  few 
remaining  Wexford  men  separated  from  their  W'ck- 
low  associates,  whom  thev  deemed   less  warlike  than 
themselves,   and  made  different  incursions  into   ih« 
counties  of  Kildare,  Meath,  Louth  and  Dublin,  elud- 
ing, as  well  as  ihey  could,  the  pursuit  of  the  army, 
with  different  parties,  of  which  they  had  several  skir- 
mishes.    They  were  finally  routed  and  intercepted  by 
Captain  Gordon  of  the  Dumfries  light  dragoons,  at 
the  head  of  a  strong  parry  of  horse  and  foot,  at  Bally- 
boghill,    near  Swords,   and    never   again   collected. 
Some  Wexford  insurgents,  however,  remained  with 
Mr.  Fitzgerald  and  Mr.  Aylm^r,  who,  as  outstand- 
ing chiefs,  ncgociated  with  General  Dundas,  to  whom 
they  surrendered  on  the  J  2th  of  July,  on  condition, 
that  all  the  other  leaders,  who  had  adventured  with 
them,    should  be  at  liberty  to   retire  whither    they 
pleased   out   of  the   British  dominions.     The  same 
terms  were  afterwards  secured  by  General  Moore  to 

deavouring  to  protect  the  house  of  Lord  Monntnorris  from  plunder. 
The  particulars  of  his  case  are  fuliy  retailed  iu  my  Historical 
Review,  partly  from  Mr.  Gor^on^  and  partly  fiom  Dr.  CauliiclJ« 
Tol.  III.  p.  776. 
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1793.    Mr.  Garret  Byrne,  who  was  sent  into  confinemott 
in  the  castle  of  Dublin,  together  with  Messrs.  Fitz- 
gerald and  A>Imcr,  by  which  they  fared  much  betta 
than  those,  who  laid  down  their  arms    in  Wexford, 
depending  on  the  £uthfid  fulfilment  of  the   terms 
entered  into  with  Lord  Kingsborough. 
Terms  of        'I'he  plan  of  proposing,  terms  for  saving  the  lives 
proposed     of   Mr.  Oliver  Bond  and  Mr.   Byrne    was  brouffat 
Mr.  Dobbf.  forward  by  Mr.  Dobbs,  a  member  of  parliament.  That 
gentleman,   with  the  sheriff,  went  to  the  prison,  in 
which  Mr.  A.  O'Connor  was  confined,  <hi  the  24dl 
of  July,  with  a  paper  *,  signed  by  seventy  state*pri- 
sonersy  purposing  to  give  such  information  as  was  ia 

*  The  following  was  the  agreement  signed  by  aeveDty-three  en 
the  29th  of  July,  179S,  ''  That  the  undersigned  stale  prisoner!, 
*'  in  the  three  prisons  of  Newgate,  Kilmainbam,  and  BrideweU, 
"  engage  to  give  every  ii.formation  in  their  power,  of  the  whok 
**  of  the  internal  traiivictions  of  the  United  Irishmen,  and  that 
"  each  of  the  prisoners  shall  give  detailed  information  of  every 
*'  transaction,  that  has  passed  between  the  United  Irishmen  and 
*'  foreign  states  ;  but  that  the  prisoners  are  not,  by  naming  or 
''  describing,  to  implicate  any  person  whatever,  and  that  they 
'*  are  ready  to  emigrate  to  such  country,  as  shall  be  agreed  on 
**  between  them  and  government,  and  give  security  not  to  re* 
"  turn  to  this  country  without  the  permission  of  government, 
*'  and  not  to  pass  into  an  enemy's  country,  if  on  tbeir  so  doing 
"  they  are  to  be  freed  from  piosecution,  and  also  Mr.  Oliver 
**  Bond  be  permitted  to  take  the  benefit  of  this  proposal.  The 
*'  state- prisoners  also  hope,  that  the  benefit  of  this  proposal  may 
**  be  extended  to  such  persons  in  custody,  or  not  in  custody^  as 
**  may  chuse  to  benefit  by  it." 

Si^ed  by  seventy-three  persons, 
agih  of  July,  1798. 
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their  power,  of  arms,  ammunition^  their  schemes  of  179^- 
warfistre,  the  internal  regulations  and  foreign  nego- 
ciations  of  the  United  Irishmen,  provided  the  lives  of 
Messrs.  Bond  and  Byrne  should  be  spared.  In  con- 
sequence of  ttiis  agreement,  some  of  the  rebel  chiefs, 
who  were  still  in  arms^  among  whom  was  Mr.  Ayl- 
mer  of  Kildare,  surrendered  themselves  *•  Several 
principals  of  the  Union,  particularly  Arthur  O'CoUr 
nor,  Thomas  Addis  Emmett,  Dr.  M'Neven,  and 
Samuel  N^^lson,  gave  details  on  oath  in  their  exanii* 
nadons  before  the  secret  committees  of  the  two  houses 
of  parliament,  in  whose  reports  publist^ed  by  author- 
ity of  government  is  contained  a  mass  of  information 

*  Id  a  pamphlet,  stiled  A  Letter  from  Arthur  0*Connor,  to 
Lord  Castleresgh,  dated  from  prUon,  January  the  4th,  1799#  that 
minister  is  directly  charged  with  a  violation  of  the  contract,  and  a 
znisrepresentation  to  parliament  of  the  transactions  between  him 
and  the  prisoners  of  state.  Other  charges  are  made,  one  of  which 
is,  that  the  information  given  by  these  prisoners  to  governments 
was  garbled  to  serve  the  purposes  of  the  ministry,  and  particularly, 
that  of  a  hundred  pages,  delivered  by  O'Connor  himself,  only  one 
had  been  published  in  the  reports  of  the  secret  committees.  His 
lordkhip  is  peremptorily  challenged  to  disprove  any  of  the  charges 
in  the  pamphlet  No  reply  has  appeared.  The  boldness  and  no- 
toriety of  the  charges  made  by  a  prisoner  whilst  in  the  power  of 
government  stand  in  competition  with  the  honour  and  veracity  of 
Lord  Ca^tlereagh.  Mr  .O'Connor  assens,  that  Lord  Castlereagh  in 
their  first  conference  assured  him,  that  Lord  Comwallis*s  honour  was 
pledged  to  them  for  the  religious  performance  of  the  agreement ; 
and  that  Lord  Qare  made  use  of  these  remarkable  expressions : 
(p-  9)  "  ^t  comes  to  this,  either  you  must  trust  the  government, 
or  the  government  must  trust  you:  a  government  that  could 
violate  engagements  thus  solemnly  made,  neiiher  could  atand  nor 
deserved  to  stand." 

2k  / 
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0$  -^ne  tUigii  of  Geti^  tit, 

vlylL  concerning  the  coiupiraqr*  Yet  certain  it  is,  that  wliitf;* 
ever  might  hare  been  the  original  terms  of  the  contract^ 
and  by  whatever  subsequent  events  the  contractors 
might  have  been  influenced  or  aiSScted,  the  principal  pri« 
soiiers  ( 1 5  in  number)  were  not  liberated,  and  a  powar 
ivas  reserved  or  assained  by  ministers  to  detain  them 
In  custody^  at  least  during  the  continuance  of  the  war 
"mMk  France.    Oliver  Bond  died  in  the  mean  time  ill 
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prison  of  an  apoplexy* 
Tridmd  The  triah  and  executions  of  some  of  the  prindpal 
or  Mv^  leaders  in  the  rebellion  tended  to  prevent  further  at« 
tempts  of  individuals  in  that  desperate  cause.  On  the 
18th  of  July^  Henry  and  John  Sheares  were  brought 
to  trials  condemned,  and  soon  after  put  to  death.  The 
trial  of  John  M'Caiiii»  who  had  been  secretary  to  the 
provincial  comnuttee  of  Leinster,  followed  on  the 
17th ;  that  of  Michael  William  Byrne*,  delegate  from 

*  Of  the  exeeatioD  of  Bjrrnef  Mr.  O'Connor  that  speaks  in 
liis  letter  to  Lord  Castlereagh.  «« On  the  24th  of  July  fast,  Mr. 
Ubhbs  and  the' sheriff  entered  mj  prison  with  a  written  paper, 
rigned  by  seventy  stat^prisenen,  purposing  '  to  give  such  in* 
fbrmation  as  wis  in  their  power  of  arms,  ammonition»  and  schemes 
of  war&re,  (of  which  it  is  no  xr  manifest  they  knew  little  or 
nothing)  and  to  eonsenl  to  leave  Ireland,  provided  the  Uvea  of 
Bond  and  Byrne  (both  under  sentence  of  death)  should  be  spared.* 
I  refused  to  sign  it.  not  only  from  a  detestation  of  entering  into 
any  conditions  with  t|ios^  who  composed  the  councils  of  Lord 
Oomwa11is*s  administiationi  but  becaose  in  the  massacre  of  my 
■mamied  countrymen  still  raging,  I  did  not  think  that  any  objectt 
vhich  was  not  general,  ooold  warrant  me,  in  whom  such  con* 
ildeiice  was  placed  by  so  many  millions  of  my  countrymen,  to 
enter  in(o  any  such  compact,  and  because  the  possibility  of  its 
being  attri«buted  to  a  deiire  to  save  mj  own  life,  in  the  pecnUar 
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the  county  committee  of  Wicklow,  and  that  of  Oliver     1798* 
Bond,  on  the  2Sd.     The  two  former  were  executed^ 
the  third  was  reprieved,  as  has  been  mentioned. 

Some  of  the  more  desperate  rebels,  reinforced  by  de-  Somestrv 
-terters  from  some  regiments  of  Irish  militia,  remained  nA^^  in^ 
•in  arms  in  the  mountains  of  Wicklow,  and  the  dwarf  coanoy. 
woods  of  Killaughram,  near  Enniscorthy*    These  de^ 
sperate  banditti,  who  had  stiled  themselves  Babes  of  the 
Wood,  compelled  the  neighbouring  inhabitants  to  take 
-  refuge  in  towns.  The  woods  were  scoured  by  the  army^ 
and  cleared  of  their  predatory  inhabitants,  and  tranquil- 
lity was  restored  to  that  part  of  the  country.     The 
party  in  the  Wicklow  mountains,  whose  range  and 
-haunts  were  much  more  extensive   and  difficult  of 
access^  continued  under  two  cHIeis  of  the  names  of 
Holt  and  Hacket,  to  annoy  the  country  for  a  longer 
time,  and  in  a  more  formidable  degree ;  issuing  sud* 
denly  from  thdr  fastnesses  to  perpetrate  burnings  and 
massacres^  and  retiring  before  troops  could  arrive  to 
intercept  them.     Harassed  incessantly  by  the  pursuit 
of  the  yeomen  and  soldiery » the  numbers  of  the  banditti 


iitoatioQ  I  ttood  iD»  was  in  my  mind  an  intoperable  objection,  if 
there  had  been  no  other.  Beiidet,  it  seemed,  that  to  save  th« 
lives  of  Bond  and  Bjrne,  enough  had  signed  their  sdf-sacrifioe  to 
induce  the  ministers,  already  sated  with  blood,  (as  yon  and  Lord 
Clare  appeared  to  be  when  we  met)  .to  aoqaiesce  i  bat  in  this  I 
was  deceived  j  a  council  sat  on  (he  Ate  of  Bymc-»he  was  eiecuted. 
In  this  barter  of  blood,  although  joa  had  lesitened  your  quantum 
by  half,  yet  you  raised  your  demands  for  the  price  of  the  other^ 
and  proposed  to  thoaei  who  had  signed  the  paper,  that  Ihey  should 
deliver  up  aaoocsk" 

2x3 
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rywff,  «iio  bf 
.L^  —   _-  ^^^2  ,.^    i^«— i^^  Egg   bai   bees 


ci3QS  c^cf^Dcc  or  grarrn-;  is  peoerai  and 

for  2II  c£ei>:zs  coaarrgre-i  ca  cr  befbce  at  cemzn  dsr, 

ucoti  such  cca£S?ci5,  azd  wit  s-ci  excrxioas.  » 

*        ■  *       •  ^^^^ 

?»!i-e=r7  his  d^zir.td  his  zraorus  ir^^snaca  e:  sar.c- 
^ijr-in^,  in  ihe  usuii  forr..  by  his  rcini  Simirure.  : 
Ll^  ;or  :hi:  p'^oi-^e,  previous  :o  i:s  belii^  iubmitreJ 
to  p::riiEieLt  icT  ihrir  concurrtiice.  And  ih-ii  his 
Mije<t)-  had  also  cirectevi  his  exceilMcv  lo  Uv  Ufbre 
them  several  important  papers,  reiating  to  the  rrtrl- 
i:',n.  The  message  also  recommended  measures 
r.r  a-vrerilnin?  the  losses  of,  an  J  iaJer^inifvui: 
me  suLenng  loyalists;  and  pledged  imcea^ag  ac- 
tivity and  viTor  against  such,  as  should  remain  h 
ann^  agaiiist  his  Majesty's  peace.  Thb  message  vas 
ordtrcd  to  Lc  catered  on  the  journals,   and  to  be  re- 
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f erred  to  a  secret  committee  of  thirteen,  inclttding  the    179^* 
speaker  and  the  law  officers  of  the  crown,  before  which 
the  papers  mentioned  in  the  message  were  laid. 

The  attorney-general  on  the  17th  of  the  month  Acts  of  tt- 
brought  forward  a  bill  for  the  attainder  of  Lord  unncscy, 

UKJI  in- 

Edward  Fitzgerald,  Cornelius  Grogan,  and  Beau-  demnifict. 
champ  Bagenal  Harvey  deceased :  for  which  purpose 
several  witnesses  were  examined  at  the  bar.  Simibr 
proceedings  were  also  had  in  the  house  of  lords.  This 
act  of  severity,  and  supplementary  vengeance  upon  the 
unoffending  widow  and  orphan,  appeared  to  many  rather 
the  posthumous  issue  of  the  late,  than  the  genuine 
ofispring  of  the  present  system.  A  bill  of  general 
amnesty  was  passed  in  the  course  of  the  session,  with  the 
exception  of  Mr.  Napper  Tandy^  and  about  thirty 
others,  chiefly  fugitives-  in  France.  A  bill  was  also 
passed  for  granting  compensation  to  such  of  his  Ma^ 
jesty's  loyal  subjects,  as  had  sustained  losses  in  then: 
property,  in  consequence  of  the  late  rebellion,  and 
commissioners  were  n^med  for  carrying  it  into  effect. 

The  system  of  moderatiofi  and  mercy  pursued  by  ^rMem  of 

mOQCfBtKMI 

Lord  Comwallis  was  particularly  seasonable  at  thi^  |otroduccd 
crisis,  particularly  in  the  comity  of  Wexford.     Ge-^  conwaiiit. 
neral  Hunter  wais  indefimgable  in  his  exertions  to , 
restore  confideqce  to  the  people;  in  which  he  was 
aided  by  the  judicious  and  zealous  exertions  of  Major 
Fitzgerald,  who  by  the  special  appointment  of  the 
British  government,  was  sent  over  to  Ireland  to  act . 
undier  the  commander  in  chief,  in  the  laudable  work, 
of  doing  impartial  justice  and  quieting  the  minds  of 
his  Majesty V  subjects.   .The  country^  people  were. 
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W^    generally  deterred  fix)fn  applyinp  for  protection,  as  the 
yeomen  continued  with  indiscriminate  barbarity  to  fire 
the  cabins  and  shoot  every  inhabitantthat  moved  out 
of  them:  the  melancholy  consequence  of  which  had 
nearly  brought  on  the  extermination  of  an  extensive 
and  populous  tract  of  the  county  of  Wexford,  railed* 
the  Macomores.  Applications,  support  d  by  affidavits, 
had  been  made  to  government,  by  different  magistrates 
in  Gorey  and  its  vicinity,  complaining,  that  this  range - 
of  country  was  infested  with  constant  meetings  of 
rebels,  who  committed  every  species  of  outrage;  the 
viceroy  crediting  the  magistrates  was  justly  indignant, 
that  his  clemency  was  abused ;  and  orders  were  sent  * 
to  the  different  generals  and  other  commanding  of- 
ficers,  contiguous  to  the  devoted  tract,   to  form  a- 
line  along  its  extent  on  the  western  border,  and  at 
both  ends,  north  and  souths  on  the  land  side,  so  as- 
to  l-3ave  no  resource  to  the  wretched  inhabitants,  who 
were  to  be  indiscriminately  slaughtered   by  the  soU 
diery,  or   driven    into  the  sea.     The  execution  of 
this  severe  and  exemplary  measure  was  fortunately 
entrusted  to  the  discretion  of  General  Hunter,  who, 
through  the  honest   exertions  of  Major  Fitzgerald, 
discovered,  in  time,  the  inhuman  tendency  of  the 
misrepresentation,  that  had  produced  these  terrific 
orders.     Whenever  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
district  attempted  to  stir  out  of  it  to  obtain  protection, 
the  soldieryand  yeomanry  waited  their  return  in  ambush, 
and  slaughtered  every  one  they  could  overtake.     They 
mod  '  incurnions  into  the  country,  fired  into  the  houses, 
and  never  failed  to  aim  at  every  living  creature^  that 
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ventured  abroad.  By  the  frequency  of  these  out-  ^79^- 
rages,  such  houses  as  remained  unbumed  were  of 
course  crowded  with  several  families  ;  and  this  aggre* 
gation  encreased  at  each  succeeding  incursion.  At 
last  most  of  the  inhabitants  from  necessity  took  refuge 
on  the  hills,  and  armed  themselves  with  every  weapon 
they  could  procure.  Major  Fitzgerald  went  into  the 
midst  of  this  hara^ed  peasantry,  ensured  them  pro- 
tection from  military  depredators  and  murderers,  and 
no  subjects  could  be  more  loyal  and  subordinate. 

Mr.  Hawtrey  White,  captain  of  the  Ballaghkeen  ca-  Eirects  o( 
valry,  and  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county,  gave  m^.on.  ' 
such  specific  and  alarming  information  to  government^ 
as  induced  the  conimsinding  officer  at  Gorey  to  quit 
the  town,  and  encamp  on  a  hill  above  it.  Major  Fitz- 
gerald enquired  into  and  reported  the  information  un« 
founded.  Upon  this  Mr.  liawtrey  \Yhile  was  ordered 
to  Wexford,  and  put  under  arrest ;  on  his  persisting 
in  his  information,  he  was  conducted  to  the  spot  (an 
island)  where  he  asserted  the  rebels  were  encamped. 
No  such  island,  however,  was  to  be  discovered.  Mr. 
Hawtrey  White  was  conducted  back  to  Wexford,  and 
General  tf  unter  determined  %q  bring  him  to  a  court- 
martial.  Many  gentlemen  and  ladies  interfered  to 
prevent  such  investigation,  representing  that  Mr« 
White's  age  might  l^ave  su^yected  him  to  the  impo- 
sition of  fabrications :  and  the  firfipess  of  the  general 
gave  way  to  solicitation.  Notwithstanding  Lord  An- 
cram,  and  after  him  Sir  James  ^owlis,  acted  as  pre- 
sidents of  courts  martial  with  the  utmost  honour  and 
integrity,  which  inspured  confidence  throughout  the 
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ir9^;  country,  and  induced  many,  who  vere  conscious  of 
their  integrity,  to  submit  to  trial,  vhich  they  would 
not  otherwise  have  dared  to  do ;  yet  in  too  many 
instances  elsewhere  the  grossest  perjuries  were  encou- 
raged against  truth  and  jusdce,  to  the  shedding  of 
much  innocent  blood  *• 

*  As  to  this  Mr.  Hay  ioftaiices  in  the  ^Kecotion  of  Mr.  Kesrofr, 
abrever,  for  attcndiog  the  execution  of  seme  aoid'ers,  at  tltf 
distance  of  30  miles  from  Wexford^  and  the  btiming  of  the  ham 
at  Scollabogixe,  when  he  was  actoallj  in  prisoo  at  Wexford, 
and  teen  there  on  the  very  daj  and  hour,  to  which,  the  him 
witnesses  swore.  He  recoanis  the  like  eaecatioo  of  a  Mt» 
Devereuz  at  Cork,  whose  tri^l  is  published^  after  wh-  *:  -x 
peijured  witcescs  informed  against  anothe*' r  v-r  p  >-f  tLe  c^wwi 
name  alleging,  that  they  had  rovi-  disco'-^.^f  fh?  ri^ht  Mr.  Dev^ 
reux.  It  will  be  satisfactory  to  the  reader  to  levn  the  character 
of  Mr.  Hay's  history  from  Major  FitzgcnU,  who  had  aoch  ample 
noeans  of  knowing  the  truth. 


€f 


«*  Duhlin,  December  14,  1802. 

Sir, 


'*  I  RETURH,  with  my  tliarks  for  yoar  polite  attention, 
^*  the  mauuschpts  you  were  so  kind  as  to  leave  for  mr  perusaL 
"  Am  exceedingly  glad  to  find,  through  the  whole  of  your  com- 
*'  pilation,  so  strict  an  observance  of  facts,  which  chiefly  caroe 
"  under  my  cognizance  as  brigade- msjor*  It  is  with  pleasure 
"  I  obser\-e  al«o  your  adherence  to  truth  and  impartiality,  free 
"  from  the  r.mcorous  spirit  of  party -fabrication,  which  is  tha  trae 
"  criterion,  that  exalts  the  his!orir.n  above  the  class  of  partv  scrib* 
*'  biers,  who  dissipate  as  rapitHy  as  unerring  truth  unveils  itself, 
•'  strongly  exemplified  in  the  p.iat  and  present  times.  I  give  yon 
*'  much  credit  in  not  retorting,  as  you  might  for  your  unrrmitted 
"  mifft;rings,  by  exposing  the  crimei  of  some  respectable  persons; 
"  for,  indeed,  if  they  are  not  very  forgetful  and  very  in&ensiblr, 
*'  llie  com  J.  unctions  of  their  consciences  must  be  sufficiemh-  tor- 


I        / 
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Happy  for  the-  interests  of  the  British  empire  the    ^79^- 
French  government  was  at  that  moment  in  the  hands  Humbert 

o  ,  lands  ac 

of  feeble  politicians,  who,  though  well  acquainted  Kiiuu. 
with  the  state  of  Ireland^  had  unaccountably  neglected 
to  avail  themselves  of  it.  With  that  lazy  afterthought, 
that  marks  the  folly  of  a  bad  statesman,  the  French 
detached  a  small  force  to  the  North  of  Ireland,  under 
the  command  of  General  Humbert,  who  on  the  22d 
of  August  landed  at  Killala.  They  entered  the  bay 
under  English  colours,  and  the  feint  succeeded  so  well  % 
that  two  sons  of  the  Bishop  of  Killala^  who  had  thrown 
themselves  into  a  fishing  boat,  were  presently  surprized 
to  find  themselves  prisoners.  The  whole  armed  force 
in  the  place  did  not  exceed  fifty  men,  all  protestants. 
About  eight  on  that  evening  a  terrified  messenger  an- 
nounced to  the  bishop^  that  300  of  the  French  were 
within  a  mile  of  the  town.  The  cavalry  officers  rode 
off  directly  to  Ballina.  The  yeomanry  and  fencibles 
drew  up  before  the  castle  gate^  but  seeing  two  of  their 
corps  fall,  they  were  seized  with  a  panic  and  fled. 
Nineteen  yeomen  were  taken  and  ordered  into  close 
custody  at  the  castle.  The  French  general  marched 
into  the  castle-yard  at  the  head  of  his  officers,  and 

• 

'^  menting.    There  is  little  doubt  of  joat  labours  meeting  tbeir 
*'  due  reward  from  an  unprejudiced  public,  which  is  the  wish  of 

**  Your  obedient  bumble  servant, 

''  B.  E.   FlTZGiaALD.^' 

"  To  Edward  Hay,  Esq. 

*  See  the  Bishop  of  Killala*s  interesting  and  autlientic  nanntiro 
«f  this  transaction  throxighout. 
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WB-  assured  the  bishop,  that  he  and  his  people  should  be 
treated  with  respectful  attention,  and  that  nothing 
should  be  taken  by  the  French  troops,  but  what  was 
absolutely  necessary  for  their  support;  a  promise 
which*  as  long  as  those  troops  continued  in  Killala, 
was  religiously  observed.  I'he  bishop's  castle  was 
made  the  head-quarters  of  Humbert,  who  on  the  morn- 
ing alter  his  arrival  began  his  military  operations  by 
pushing  forward  to  Bailina  a  detachment  of  one 
hundred  men,  forty  of  whom  he  had  mounted  on  the 
best  horses  he  could  seize.  A  gi  een  flag  was  moimted 
over  the  castle  gate,  with  the  inscription  Erin  go  Bragh^ 
importing  an  invitation  to  the  country  people  to  join 
the  French.  Their  cause  was  to  be  forwarded  by  the 
immediate  delivery  of  arms,  ammunition,  and  clothing 
to  the  new  levies  of  the  country.  Property  was  to  be 
ihviobble.  -  Ready  money  was  to  come  over  in  th# 
ships  expected  every  day  from  France.  In  the  mean 
time,  whatever  was  bought  was  paid  for  in  drafts  on 
the  future  directory.  The  first  J  800  of  the  natives, 
that  offered  their  service  received  complete  clothing. 
The  next  1000  received  arms  and  clothing,  but  no 
shoes  or  stockings.  Arms  were  given  to  5500. 
Humbert         Humbert  left  Killala  with  a  quantity  of  ammunition 

puts  Gene*    ,  •  r  •  n' 

rai  uke  to   m  the  possessiou  of  200  men   and  six  ofncers,  and 

flight  at 

Cwtiebir.  ou  the  25th  took  possession  of  Ballina,  whence  the 
garrison  fled  on  his  approach.  The  next  morning, 
with  eight  hundred  of  his  own  men,  about  fifteen 
hundred  Irish,  and  two  small  curricle  guns,  he  ad* 
vanced  over  the  mountains  to  Castlebar,  by  ways 
generally  deemed  impassable  to  an  army.    The  French 
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were  at  seven  o'clock  within  two  miles  of  the  town,  }'[^^ 
before  which  our  army  had  taken  their  position 
on  a  rising  ground.  Our  artillery  at  first  made 
such  execution  among  the  French,  that  they  in- 
etantly  fell  back  some  paces.  They  then  iiled  off* 
in  small  parties  to  the  right  and  left,  and  assailed 
our  troops  in  flank,  who  had  scarcely  fired  a  second 
round,  when  the  royal  army  seized  with  a  panic 
broke  on  all  sides,  and  fled  in  extreme  confusion 
through  the  town  on  the  road  to  Tuam.  General 
Lake  is  reported  to  have  given  an  order  for  retreating, 
although  he  had  under  him  6000  men  *•  Such  was 
the  panic  of  our  troops  on  this  fatal  occasion,  that  they 
never  halted  till  they  reached  the  town  of  Tuam, 
nearly  forty  English  miles  from  the  scene  of  action. 
Our  loss  in  artillery  consisted  of  fourteen  pieces,  of 
which  four  were  curricle  guns  :   of  that  of  the  cara* 

*  Thtt  disgracefal  conduct  of  our  troops  in  the  face  of  to 
small  a  force  bat  been  variously  represented  by  different  writers, 
whose  motives  we  cannot  develop.  The  Bishop  of  Killala 
thus  evades  direct  censure.  (Narrative^  p.  45.)  *<Tbe  writer 
of  this%arrative  professes  only  to  describe  what  he  saw  and  felt. 
It  is  not  his  business  therefore^  if  he  were  competent  to  the  task« 
to  trace  the  ei'ents  of  an  invasion,  the  first  successes  of  which 
caused  so  much  astonishment,  or  to  shew  by  what  means  a  hand- 
ful  of  men  continued  so  long  to  brave  the  force  of  a  whole  king« 
dom  f  men,  who,  from  the  time  thry  missed  their  reinforcements 
from  home,  confessed  their  belief,  that  they  were  no  more  than 
a  forlorn  hope  sent  to  annoy  the  enemies  of  their  country  )  and, 
that  duty  done,  expected  every  hour  to  be  forced  to  surrendsr 
themselves  prisoners  of  war/' 

Gordon*!  History  of  the  Irish  Rebellion^  p.  2S6. 
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I79^»  bioeerSy  xx)  return  wa§  made ;  our  loss  of  men  wsks 
never  stated^  nor  that  of  the  French  ever  known. 
i/trd  Com-  The  Marquis  Comwallis,  from  the  fu-st  intelligence 
iMrehct  of  the  invasion,  had,  notwithstanding  the  smallness 
oT^/  of  the  invading  army,  been  so  sensible  of  the  danger 
of  rekindling  the  smothered  flame  of  rebellion,  as  to 
have  determined  to  march  in  person  against  the 
enemy^  with  so  formidable  a  force^  as  effectually  to 
intimidate  the  abettors  of  rebellion  in  the  country,  he 
was  about  to  march  through.  He  arrived  on  the  4th 
of  September  at  HoUymount,  fourteen  miles  from 
Castlebar,  where  he  received  intelligence,  that  the 
enemy  had  abandoned  his  post  and  marched  to 
Foxford .  After  the  victory  at  Castlebar,  the  French 
received  great  accessicms  of  Irish  peasantry  to  their 
standard^  who  encreased  indeed  the  numbers  of  the 
enemy,  but  proved  of  no  effectual  aid ;  they  had  been 
taugh:  to  expect  far  more  powerful  co-operation  from 
the  Irish, 
progress  of  The  advanced  {^uard  of  the  French  at  Coloony, 
Itiuriai.  received  an  important  check  from  Colonel  Vereker, 
of  the  city  of  Liuierick  Militia,  who  had  marched 
from  Sligo  with  about  two  hundred  infantry,  thirty 
dragoons,  and  two  curricle  guns.  After  an  action  of 
about  an  hour,  he  was  obliged  to  retreat,  with  the 
loss  of  his  artillery,  to  Sligo,  whence  he  withdrew 
his  little  army  to  Baliyshannoh.  This  opposition  is. 
supposed  to  have  caused  the  French  general  to  relin- 
quish his  design  on  Sligo.  He  directed  his  march  by 
Drummahair  toward  Manorhamilton  in  the  county  of 
Lcitrim,  having  for  th^  sake  of  expedition,  left  three 
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six-pounders  dismounted  on  the  road,  and  thrown  J^9^ 
five  pieces  of  artillery  into  the  river  at  Drummahair. 
In  approaching  Manorhamilton  he  suddenly  wheeled 
to  the  right,  taking  his  way  by  Drumkerim,  per- 
haps with  design,  if  possible,  of  reaching  Granard 
in  the  county  of  Longford,  where  an  alarming 
insurrection  had  taken  place.  Crawford's  troops  hung 
so  close  on  the  rear-guard  of  the  French,  as  to  come 
to  action  with  it  on  the  7th,  between  Drumshambo 
and  Ballynamore,  in  which  they  were  repulsed 
with  some  loss.  The  French  are  said  to  have  mis- 
taken this  force  for  the  van-guard  of  the  British  army, 
and  to  have  been  thereby  prevented  from  attempting 
to  surround  it. 


The  French  army  passing  the  Shannon  at  Ballintra,  The 
arrived  at  Ballinamuck  on  the  8th  of  September,  so  **"'"* 
closely  followed  by  the  troops  of  Colonel  Crawford 
and  General  Lake,  that  its  rear  guard  was  unable  to 
destroy  the  bridge  at  Ballintra,  to  impede  the  pursuit ; 
while  Lord  Cornwallis,  with  the  grand  army,  having 
crossed  the  same  river  at  Carrick-on-Shannon,  inarched 
by  Mohill  to  Saint- Johnstown,  in  the  county  of  Long- 
ford, in  order  to  intercept  the  enemy  in  front,  on  their 
way  to  Granard  ;  or  should  they  proceed,  to  surround 
them  with  an  army  of  thirty  thousand  men.  In  this 
desperate  situation,  Humbert  arranged  his  forces,  with 
no  other  object,  as  it  must  be  presumed,  than  to  main- 
lain  the  honor  of  the  French  arms.  The  rear-guard 
having  been  attacked  by  Colonel  Crawford,  about  two 
hundred  of  the  French  infantry  surrendered.  The 
rest  continued  to  defend  themselves  for  above  half  an 
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1798'^  hour,  when,  on  the  appearance  of  the  mam  body  of 
General  Lake's  army,  they  also  surrendered,  after 
they  had  made  Lord  Roden,  and  a  body  of  dragoons 
prisoners.  His  lordship  had  precipitately  advanced 
into  the  French  lines  to  obtain  their  surrender,  llie 
rebel  auxiliaries,  who  had  accompanied  the  French  to 
this  fatal  field,  being  excluded  from  quarter^  fled  b 
all  directions :  five  hundred  of  them  were  killed  in 
the  pursuit;  about  one  thousand  escaped.  The  loss 
of  our  troops  was  officially  stated  at  three  privates 
killed^  twelve  wounded,  three  missing,  and  one  officer 
wounded.  The  troops  of  General  Humbert  were 
found,  when  prisoners,  to  consist  of  seven  hundred 
and  forty-six. privates^  and  ninety-six  officers,  having 
sustained  a  loss  of  about  two  hundred  men  since  their 
landing  at  Killala  on  the  22d  of  August^.  The  re- 
maining efforts  of  the  rebels,  were  an  unsuccessful 
attempt  to  seize  the  town  of  Granard.  Their  plan 
was  in  case  of  success  to  attack  the  town  of  Cavan, 
where  considerable  stores  of  arms  and  ammunition 

*  As  it  is  within  the  possibilities  of  this  eventful  en,  that  so 
invasion  may  be  attempted  either  in  Ireland  or  Great  Britain,  it 
may  be  useful  to  reflect,  that  in  the  heart  of  an  armed  kingdom 
«  pitiful  detachment  of  eleven  hundred  French  infimtry,  routed  a 
select  body  of  six  thousand  men  posted  to  receive  them,  provided 
themselves  with  ordnance  and  ammunition  fi^om  our  stores,  took 
several  towns,  marched  150  miles  through  a  country,  in  which 
there  was  an  army  of  150,000  men,  and  kept  arms  in  their  hands 
for  seventeen  days.  But  it  was  that  army,  which  the  untem* 
porising  and  gallant  Abercrombie  had,  on  the  26th  of  the  preoed* 
ing  February,  fouful  in  such  a  state  of  licmttausness,  thai 
render  it  formidahU  to  every  one  iut  the  enemy. 
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were  deposited.     In  the  county  of  Mayo,  where  they    ^9^ 
had  first  risen  to  assist  the  invaders^  they  still  perse- 
vered in  a  state  of  insurrection.     Castlebar,  which  on 
its  evacuation  by  the  French,  had  been  occupied  by 
the  King's  troops,  was  also  unsuccessfully  attacked  by 
a  body  of  two  thousand  rebels.     On  the  22d  of  Sep* 
tember.  thirty  two  days  after  the  landing  of  the  French 
force,  and  fifteen  after  its  capture  at  Ballinamuck,  a 
body  of  twelve  hundred  men  with  five  pieces  of  cannon^ 
arrived  at  Killala,  under  the  command  of  Major  Ge» 
neral  Trench.     After  a  more  spirited,  than  judicious 
resistance  for  about  half  an  hour,  the  rebels  were  forced 
to  disperse.     In  the  action  and  flight  they  lost  about 
four  hundred  men.    The  town  of  Killala,  thus  recover- 
ed by  his  Majesty's  forces^  had  been  32  days  in  the  pos* 
session  of  the  French  and  rebels*.    The  court-manial 
began  the  day  after  the  battle,  and  satin  the  house  of 
Mr.  Morrison.     It  had  to  try  seventy-five  prisoners 
at  Killala,  and  a  hundred  and  ten  at  Ballina,  besides 
others,  who  might  be  brought  in  daily.     The  two  first 
persons  tried  at  this  tribunal  were  General  Bellew  and 
Mr.  Richard  Bourke.     Their  trial  was  short.     They 
were  found  guilty  in  the  evening,  and  hanged  th^ 

*  Of  the  traniactions,  which  occurred  at  KiHala  during  that 
period,  the  bishop's  candid  narrative  is  a  most  interes'ing  and 
authentic  historical  document,  and  extiemely  honorable  to  the 
writer.  It  evinces  a  genuine  goodness  of  heart,  and  a  mind 
so  coltivatedj  so  candid,  so  elevated  above  vulgar  prejudices  and 
the  lervile  fear  of  party,  as  to  discern  and  publicly  acknowledge 
the  virtues  of  an  enemy. 
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j^gs,  next  morning.  Roger  Macgdirewas  found  guiltf, 
but  remanded  to  prison,  and  afterwards  transported 
to  Botany  Bay.  His  father,  the  brewer,  was  hanged ; 
some  others  were  executed.  Thus  ended  the  rebel- 
lion, or»  more  properly  speaking,  the  various  insur- 
gencies in  Ireland  in  the  year  1798,  in  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  most  probable  accounts,  the  loss  of  the 
army  amounted  to  19,700;  that  of  the  rebels  and 
fugitives  exceeded  50,000. 


qamccf  of  i      «• 

the  rebel  The  consequcnces  and  effects  of  the  rebellion  now 
put  down,  command  attention  to  the  progress  towards 
that  important  event,  the  incorporate  union  of  the  two 
kingdoms,  which  so  closely  followed  it.  Fierce  as 
was  the  contest  during  this  unfortunate  warfare,  the 
parliament  continued  to  legislate  during  the  whole  of 
its  continuance.  In  the  months  of  August  and  Sep- 
tember the  examination  of  the  chiefs  of  the  rebeh 
went  forward  before  the  secret  committees  of  both 
houses,  and  their  reports  were  then  published.  Go- 
vernment was  anxious,  that  these  reports  should  gain 
universal  credit.  On  the  other  side,  advertisements 
appeared  in  the  more  popular  prints  cautioning  the 
public  against  giving  them  credit.  On  the  Cth  of 
September,  Lord  Clare  made  a  special  report  from 
the  committee  of  secrecy  founded  on  these  advertise- 
ments, informing  the  house,  that  they  had  thought 
it  their  duty  to  examine  Mr.  A.  O'Connor,  Mr.  Em- 
met, and  Dr.  M'Neven,  with  respect  to  such  advertise- 
nienis,  in  order  to  ascertain,  whether  they  intended 
to  contradict  or  retract  any  thing,  which  they  hai 
theretofore  deposed  before  the  committee.     And  thtir 
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(ieveral  examinations  and  oaths  made  and  signed  on  V9^» 
that  day,  were  submitted  to  the  house  •.  Lord  Corn- 
tvallis^  anxious  to  convince  the  nation^  that  a  real 
change  of  system  was  adopted  by  government, 
published  a  proclamation  to  that  eflfect.  Al- 
though this  measure  had  not  the  desired  success,  yet 
was  it  not  followed  up  by  harshness  or  cruelty  to 
inflame  the  expiring,  or  to  provoke  a  ne\^  insurgency. 

On  the  6th  of  October  the  parliament  was  pro-  Prorofjatk** 
rogued  in  the  usual  form,   and   his  excellency  de-  mcnt. 
livered  a  very  interesting  speech  from  the  throne  t- 

It  could  not  be  expected,  that  the  sudden  change  of  Cause  of 
system  should  gratify  the  supporters  of  the  late  mea*  waiis being 
sures  of   coercion  and  blood.     The  most  devoted  thcOraugc- 
friends   of  Lord  Camden  were  the  first  to  oppose 
and  reprobate  the  measures  of  his  successor.     The 
£arl    of  Enniskillen,   who  ranked  as   a  colonel  in 
the    army,   had  been  a  zealous  advocate  for  rigor 
and  severity.     Disliked  at  first.  Marquis  Cornwallis 
soon  became    execrated  by  the   Orangemen:    they 
attempted  to  vilify  him  by  the  appellation  of  Croppy 
Corny.     On  the  13th  of  Octpber  a  court-martial  J, 

^  S  Lords'  Journal,  p*  I7t' 

t  It  if  to  be  seen,  Hist.  ReT.  Tol.  III.  p.  808. 

j:  Tbis  court  martial  was  boldeo  in  the  barracks,  at  Dublin,  by 
order  of  Lieutenant  Gentral  Craig.  Besides  the  president  it  con* 
si  8  ted  of 

Major  Brown,  R.  I.  D.  Captain  Irwin,  Fermanagh. 

Captain  Onge,  ditto  Captain  Carter,  R.  I.  D« 

Captain  Leslie,  Fermanagh        Lieutenant  Summers,  69tli. 

The  particulars  of  this  moving  cafe  are  r«taiied^  Hist.  Rev.  v^. 
IIL  p.  810« 

8l 
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1798«  of  which  the  Earl  of  Eimiskillen  was  the  presideni; 
sat  on  the  trial  of  Hugh  Wollaghan,  a  yeoman^ 
charged  with  the  most  atrocious  murder  of  Thomas 
Dogherty.  Every  aggravating  circumstance  was  fully 
proved.  No  attempt  was  made  to  contradict  any  part 
of  the  evidence^  but  a  justification  of  the  horrid 
murder  was  set  up,a8  ha^ng  been  committed  undier  an 
order  of  the  commanding  officer :  that,  if  the  yeomett 
should  meet' with  any,  whom  they  knew  or  suq>ected 
to  be  rebels,  they  needed  not  be  at  the  trouble  of  bring* 
ing  them  in,  but  were  to  shoot  them  on  the  spot.  That 
it  was  almost  the  dsuly  practice  of  the  corps  to  go 
out  upon  scouring  parties  \  This  defence  was  con- 
firmed  by  one  private,  one  sergeant,  and  two  lieu* 
tenants  of  yeomanry.  Captain  Archer  swore,  Aat 
he  had  always  found  Wollaghan  a  sober  and  diligent 
man;  ready  to  obey  his  officers,  and  looked  upon 
him  as  an  acquisition  to  the  corps.  Captam  Gore 
deposed  in  like  manner,  that  it  was  the  practice 
of  the  corps  to  scour  the  country  with  an  officer,  and 
verily  believed  the  yeomen  understood  it  was  theur 
duty  to  shoot  any  rebel  they  met  with,  or  suspected 
to  be  such ;  and  the  deponent  had  heard,  that  other  corps 

♦  These  wouring  partici  were  so  moch  matters  of  comse, 
that  it  appears  from  the  tcatimocy  of  the  officers  on  this  tral, 
they  were  considered  as  acta  of  mtlitaiy  duty :  nay,  so  bru- 
talized were  many  of  these  corps,  that  they  spoke  of  them  as  a 
diversion,  which  they  called  partridge  shooting  and  grousing  f 
they  banted,  not  unfrequently,  with  dogs  in  the  brakes^  hedges, 
ditches,  and  woods  to  spring  any  unfortunate  peasant,  tbat  might 
have  concealed  himself  from  the  fury  of  theae  blood  hunters,  whonc 
$^y  instantly  shQt, 
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Jbad  amilar  direcdons  in  other  districts.     Here  the    ^798. 
defence  closed^  and  the  court  acquitted  the  prisoner. 
When  the  minutes  of  this  court-martial  in  the  usual 
way  were  laid  before  the  lord-lieutenant^  his  excel'* 
lency  was  pleased  *   to  disapprove  of  the  sentence^ 

^  The  foUowIog  is  the  official  lettet  to  General  Craig* 

*'  DulUn  CasiU,  18/ A  October,  1798; 

"Sir, 

'*  Hating  laid  before  the  16rd-lieatehant  the  pro* 
^'  ceedings  of  a  general  court-raartiaU  held  by  jour  orders  in. 
*"  Dublin  Barracks,  on  Satnrday  the  13th  instant,  of  which  Colonel 
'^  the  Earl  of  EnnisliUlen  is  president^^  I  am .  directed  to  acquaint 
*^  70Q  that  his  excellency  entirely  disapproves  of  the  sentence  of 
•'  the  above  codrt  martial,  acquitting  Hugh  Wollagban  of  a 
*^  cruel  and  deliberate  murder,  of  which,  by  the  clearest  evi- 
**  dence,   he  appears  to  have  been  guilty. 

'*  Lord  Comwallis  orders  the  court  martial  to  be  immediately 
*"  dissolved,  and  directs  that  Hugh  Wollagban  shall  be  dismissed 
*'  from  the  corps  of  yeomanry  in  which  he  served,  and  that  ho 
''  shall  not  be  received  ihto  dny  other  corps  of  yeomanry  in  this 
'^  kingdom. 

**  His  excellency  further  desires,  that  the.  above  may  be  read  to 
''the  president  and  the  members  of  the  court-martial  in  open 
••  court,  . 

*^  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

«  Sir, 

''  I  our  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

*'  H.  Taxlor,  Sec. 
**  Lieut,' Gtn»  Craigt  ^c.  &e. 

*'  P.  S.  I  sbn  also  directed,  that  a  new  court-martial  may  be  im- 
**  me<£ately  oontened  for  the  trial  of  such  prisoners,  as  may  be! 
*'  broaght  before  them,  and  that  nooeof  theoffice/s,  who  sat  apotf 
^  Hug]h  Wollagban  be  admitted  as  members.'' 

2h^ 
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ij^     dissolve  the  court  manial^  and  incapacitate  the  ineaf« 
bera  fipom  sitting  on  any  other. 
Triiiand        Mr.  Theobald   Wolfe  Tone   was  proberly   the 
Mr.Tb«»  founder  c^  the  Irish  Umon,  which  termiiiated  in  the 

bttld  WoUe 

Tone.       late  final  rebellion.    After  he  had  fled  £roni>  the  ami 


of  justice  in  the  year  1 795,  he  was  of  all  the 
fugitives  the  most  favored  and  anaided  to  by^  the 
French  government.  He  obtained  a  commisdon  in 
their  army.  He  was  taken  prisoner  on  board  a  frigate 
in  the  autumn  of  17989  and  brought  to  trial  by 
court-martal  on  S«tujrday»  the  10th  oi  Nareaiber. 
He  appeared  in  court  in  his  French  uniform,  and 
pleaded  guilty  to  the  crime,  with  which  he  stood 
charged ;  alleging,  that  what  he  had  once  done,  be 
should  be  ashamed  to  deny.  He  thes  delivered  in 
several  documents,  which  prwred  his  bfevet  fiMrthe 
rank  of  chefde  brigade^  and  a  letter  of  service,  both 
having  the  signatures  of  the  president  of  the  French 
Directory  and  the  minister  of  war.  He  expressed 
his  desire  to  be  indulged  with  death  in  the  most 
honorable  manner,  the  death  of  a  soldier,  and  vv^th  the 
utmost  dispatch  to  be  shot  by  files  of  grenadiers,  as 
were  Charette  and  SombreuiL  The  next  evening  he 
was  informed,  that  he  must  suffer,  on  the  next  day  as 
others  taken  in  war  against  their  King.  He  des- 
perately attempted  to  anticipate  the  execution  by 
cutting  his  own  throat.  A  military  surgeon  pronounced 
the  wound  not  mortal,  though  extremely  dangierous. 
In  the  mean  time  a  motion  was  made  in  his  naatjesty's 
court  of  King's  Bench,  then  skting,  to  arrest  eaiecu^ 
tion,  grounded  6b  an  aftdavit  sworn  by  the  fttfier  of 
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the  priscmer^  that  he  had  been  tried,  convicted,  and  179^ 
sentenced  to  death,  on  a  charge  of  high  treason,  be- 
fore a  court-martial,  though  he  did  not  belong  to  his 
Majesty^s  army,  while  his  Majesty's  court  of  King'$ 
Bench  was  sitdng,  before  which  the  prisoner  might 
have  been  tried  in  the  ordinary  way.  Mr,  Curran 
moved  for  an  Habeas  Corpus  to  bring  up  the  prisoner 
mstanter,  which  was  granted,  but  he  could  not  be 
removed  ijito  court  without  danger  of  instant  death* 
The  return  of  the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  was  post* 
poned  for  some  days,  during  which  he  died.  Thus 
ignominiously  ended  a  man,  whpise  qualities  and 
talents,  if  rightly  directed,  would  have  graced  the 
noblest  cause. 

Notwithstanding  Ireland  had  suffered  so  much  from  Encre^se  of 
the  violence  and  cruelty  of  both  pardes,  yet  in  deft-  iJ,dby  whit 
ance  of  the  conciliatory  exertions  of  the  chief  gover#  ***"* 
nor,  in  many  parts  of  the  kingom,  and  particularly 
in  the  county  of  Wexfgrd,  the  Orange  associations 
were  multiplied,  and  disunion,  hatred,  and  religious 
acrimony  increased  vpon  the  suppression  of  the  re- 
bellion •.     The  continuance  2^ld  extension  of  Orang- 

*  There  may  be  seen  in  the  Historical  Review,  vol.  III.  p, 
815,  the  proceedings  in  the  Kii^*s  Bencbj  upon  an  informatioo 
against  Messrs.  White  and  Gqring,  two  magisitrates  of  the  connt^ 
of  Tipperarj,  for  obstructing  loyal  magistrates  and  officers  ia 
their  endeavours  to  preserve  the  peace  of  (he  most  turbulent 
parts  of  the  county. 

It  appeared  that  to  keep  op  a  semblance  of  disturbance  in 
the  country,  they  procured  and  employed  yeomen  to  fabricatf 
pike  handles,  which  they  afterwards  pretended  to  discover  ia 
consequence  of  secret  ioformation.  That  these  corps  ofyeo^^niy 

SlS 
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1790-    ism  necessarily  perpetuated  religious  differences,  riretej 
disaffection,  and  sharpened  rancour  through  the  nation. 

• 

consisted  of  the  indigent  tenantry  of  their  captain,  to  whom  thej 
paid  rack-rents  for  lands  bolden  of  hinii  and  had  no  other  way  of 
discharging  their  rents  but  by  their  pay,  which  the  captain  usually 
tccei?ed  and  retained  in  discharge  of  his  rent ;  and  that  they  were 
kept  on  permanent  duty  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  thia  per* 
xnancnt  pay.    That  there  was  no  appearance  of  tumult  or  insor- 
rection  in  the  countiy ;  but  that  these  persons  circulated  £dse 
reports   of  it's  disturbed  Mtnation,  in    order  to   answer  their 
own  purposes  \    that  persons  were  taken  up,  detained  in  pri- 
son,  and  fined   under  the  timber  act  for  th^  concealment  of 
these  pike  handles,  which  were  afterwards  discovered  to  havo 
been  hidden  by  the  procurement  of  the  persons,  who  found  them. 
The  impunity,  connivance,  and  countenance  from  the  magis- 
trates,  and  the  acquittals  of  the  guilty  by  Orslnge  Juries  and 
Orange  Courts  Martial,  weve  attended  with  the  worst  of  conse« 
quences«  as  appears  in  the  case  of  Doyle  v.  Fitzgerald,  which  pro- 
duced a  degree  of  alarming  provocation  throughout  that  part  of  the 
country.     The  plaintiff  was  a  respectable  tradesman  of  Canick 
upon  Su)r,   the  defendant  Mr.  Thomas  Judkin  Fitzgerald,  the 
sheriff  of  Tipperary.  The  plaintiff  had  been  seized  in  the  street  by 
the  dcfffndant^  in  order  to  be  flagellated.     In  vain  did  he  urge 
his   innocence,  which  was  supported  by  some  of  the  most  re<« 
spc'ctablc  inhabitants  of  the  place.     He  begged  to  have  Captain 
JephsoD  sent  for,  the  commancer  of  the  ycomanr}',  of  which  he 
was  a  member ;  that  was  refused.     He  offered  to  go  to  instant 
execution,  it  the  least  trace  of  guilt  appeared  against  him  on  en- 
quiry :  that  was  also  refused.     Bail  was  offered  to  any  amount  for 
bis  appearance  :  No,  says  the  sheriff ^   I  know  by  his  face  that  he 
is  a  traitor,  a  Carmelite  scoundrel.    The  plaintiff  was  tied  to  the 
whipping  post :  he  received  one  hundred  lashes  till  his  ribs  ap- 
peared :  he  then  had  Lis  breeches   let  down,  and   received  fifty 
more  lashes  on  his  posteriors.     The  young  man's  innocence  was 
aft'  I  wards  established.     He  applied  to  a  court  of  law  for  redress  : 
the  action  was  tried  at  Clonmell   assizes :    the   facts   were  fully 
\  roved,  and  he  defendant  was  acquitted  by  an  Orange  jury. 
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The  systematic  perseverance    of  Government  in     1798» 
the  wicked  policy  of  dividing  the  country,  by  keep*  First  at- 
ing  up  an  English  or  Protestant  ascendancy^  had  taken  ?nTonwar 
too  deep  root,  to  be  suddenly  moved  by  any  system      "''^^^ 
however  plausibly  or  powerfully  introduced.     It  was 
in  the  special  c6mmission  from  the  British  Cabinet 
to   Marquis  Comwallis,    to  avail  himself  of  every 
rising    circumstance,   to    forward   and  bring   about 
the  important  political  measure    of  an  union  with 
Great  Britain.      A   more  arduous  undertaking   was 
never  attempted.     It  produced  instantly  a  new  fer- 
ment in  the  public   mind,  and  engaged  every  man 
having  a  stake  in  the  kingoom  in   a  new   political 
contest.     It  commenced,    however,    in   a   moment, 
when    the   nerves  of  several    of  the    members  in 
both  houses  of  parliament,  as  well  as  of  others  out 
of  parliament,    were   from  the  shock  of  the   late 
rebellion  so  much  weakened,  that  they  uncondition- 
ally gave   up  the  exercise  of  any  discretion  upon 
the  subject. 

For  the  last  twenty  years  no  political  character  on   j^^  ^^^ 
either  side  had  ever  touched  upon  the  question  of  'J^^^T 
union,  but  in  terms  of  marked  reprobation.     Waving  "*****^ 
all  other    considerations,   it  is  manifest,  that  terror 
had  produced   an  influence,    which  had  not  before 
operated  upon  many.     Even  before  the  fury  of  rebel- 
lion had  subsided,  the  British  ministry  had  recom- 
mended preparatory  steps  to  enable  the  Irish  govern- 
ment to  introduce  the  proposal  of  a  legislative  union 
with  plausibility   and  effect  on  the  >first   favorable 
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1799-    opening.     In  pursuance  of  this  recommendadoiiy  t 
pamphlet  was  >^Titten  or  procixred  to  be  written  by 
Mr.  Edward  Cook,  the  under  secretary  of  the  civil 
department.     It  was  published  anonymously  ;  but 
well  understood  to  speak  the  sentiments  of  the 
as  well  as  the  new  Irish  administration.     It  was  forced 
into  extensive  circulation,  and  artfully  called  oa  the 
Irish  nation  still  terrified  with  the  unallayed  horroa 
of  blood  and  carnage,  to  compare  the  cruelty  and 
vindicdve  ferocity  of  the  Irish  yeomanry  towards  their 
countrymen,  with  the  pacific,  orderly,  and  humane 
conduct   of  the    English    militia,   of  which    about 
eighteen  regiments  weiv  then   in  that  country.     It 
magnified  to  excess  the  confidence,  which  the  concilia* 
tory  conduct  of  their  chief  governor  had  inspired.  Thi? 
pamphlet  was  considered  as  a  kind  of  official  procla- 
mation of  the  sentiments  of  government  upon  the 
question,  and  had  no  sooner  appeared,  than  it  pror 
duced  a  general  warfare  of  the  press,  and  threw  the 
whole  nation  into  a  new  division  of  parties. 
Mertini^of       The   most    interesting   public   meeting  upon    the 

against       subject   of  the  Union  was  that  of  the  gentlemen  of 
^«"on.        ^j^^  j^jgj^  j^^j,  ^^  ^^^  g^j^  ^£  December,  when  Mr, 

Saurin  opened  the  business.  After  stating  the 
question,  96  to  the  measure  and  period  of  proposing 
it,  when  the  country  was  but  just  delivered  from  a 
rebellion,  the  most  savage,  that  had  ever  scourged  a 
country,  he  moved,  ^'That  the  measure  of  a  legislative 
union  of  this  kingdom  and  Great  Britain  is  an  innovar 
lion,  which  it  would  be  highly  dangerous  and  impror 
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per  to  propose  at  the  present  juncture  to  this  country."     1798- 
The  motion  after  a  long  and  animated  debate,  was 
carried  by  a  majority  of  1 34  }  32  only  opposed  it, 

A  post  assembly  of  the  lord  mayor,  sheriffs,  com-  CityofDuV 

,  .  ^  ,  .  ''"  against 

nions,  and  citizens  of  the  city  of  Dublin  was  con-  Union. 
vened  on  the  17th  of  December;  which  referring  to  a 
variety  of  rumours,  that  were  then  in  circulation,  of 
an  intended  Union  of  Ireland  with  Great  Britain,  came 
tp  the  following  resolutions.    '^  1  hat   by  the  spirited 
exertions  of  the  people  iind  parliament  of  Ireland,  the 
trade  and  constitution  thereof  were  settled  on  prin- 
ciples so  liberal,  that  the  nation  had  risen  ever  since 
rapidly  in  wealth  and  consequence.     And,  that  hav- 
ing boldly  defended  the  constitution  in  king,  lords, 
^nd  commons,  against  the  open  and  secret  abettors  of 
rebellion,    they  were  determined  steadily  to  oppose 
any  attempt,  that  might  be  made  to  surrender  the  free 
legislation  of  that  kingdom,  by  uniting  it  with  the 
legislature  of  Great  Britain."     On  the  next  day,  at  a 
numerous  meeting  of  the  bankers  and  merchants  of 
the  city  of  Dublin,  (the  Lord  Mayor  in  the  chair) 
the  following  resolutions  were  unanimously  agreed  to: 
**  1  hat  since  the  renunciation  of  the  power  of  Great 
Britain  in  the  year  of  1782  to  legislate  for  Ireland, 
the  commerce  and  prosperity  of  that  kingdom  had 
eminently  encreased.  That  they  attributed  these  bless- 
ings under  Providence,   and  the  gracious  favour  of 
their  beloved  sovereign,  to  the  wisdonii  of  the  Irish 
parliament.     That  they  looked  with  abhorrence  oa 
finy  attempt  to  deprive  the  people  of  Ireland  of  their 
parliament^  and  thereby  pf  their  constitutional  rigljt. 
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179^-     and  immediate  power  to  legislate    for   iheinselTa. 
That  impressed  with  every  sentiment  of  loyalty  to 
their  king,  and  affectionate  attachment  to  British  con- 
nenon,  they  conceived  that,  to  agitate  in  parliament 
a  question  of  the  legislative  Union  between  that  king- 
dom and  Great  Britain,  would  be  highly  dangeroof 
and  impolitic" 
^^^^^        The  question  of  a  legislative  Union  with  Great 
ftjMwt  the    Britain,  produced  a  fever  in  the  public  nund  almost 
'  equal  to  that,  which  once  raged  upon  the  Irish  Umoo. 
All  means  of  proselytimig  were  resorted  to  by  both 
parties.     The  new&joumals  henceforward    teemed 
with  essays,  addresses,  protestations^  pu£&,  sqmbbi, 
censures,  and  enconuums  on  both  sides  of  diis  great 
polidcal  quesdon.     Meetings  were  advertised  of  coun- 
ties, baronies,  parishes,  and  of  every  spedes  6i  m- 
corporation :  religious  discriminations  indeed  were  luH 
resorted  to.     Protestants^  diss^ters,  and  catholics  in 
this  instance,  for  the'first  time,  were  fairly  amalgamated 
into   the   general  mass,  and  marshalled    theniselves 
according  to  their  interests  or  their  convictions. 
v»'i'^ti«  re*      The  fellcws  of  Trinity  College,   and  such  of  the 
•i;  run      students  2S  enjoyed  scholarships,  had  also  a  meeting, 
the  result  of  which  was,  a  request,  that  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  University  would  oppose  with  firmness 
the  projected  Union.     The  gentry  and  freeholders  of 
the  counly  of  Dublin  Ihet,  and  protested  against  an 
Union,  as  hostile  to   the  rights,  libertfes,  and  inde- 
pendorce  of  Ireland.     The  freeholders  of  the  county 
of  Westmeath   declared   against  it,   as  cdculated  to 
«^.  c^aust  Ireland,  and  debase  her  from  her  ccnse» 
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^uence  and  prosperity,  and  to  increase  the  influence  ?799. 
of  the  court  in  a  formidable  degree."  The  resolutions 
of  a  meeting  at  Galway  were  particularly  strong) 
reprobating  the  attempts  of  the  unionists  as  unconsti- 
tutional and  arbitrary ;  denying  the  power  of  the 
representatives  of  the  people  to  vote  away  the.  inde« 
pendence  of  the  realm ;  condemning  the  transfer  of 
the  right  of  legislation  to  any  foreign  country,  without 
the  gener^J  consent  of  the  people,  as  equivalent  to  ^ 
dissolution  of  the  existing  government^  and  as  a  pro^ 
ceeding  whigh,  from  its  tendency  to  anarchy,  ought  to 
be  resisted;  and  stigmatizing,  as  enemies  to  their 
country,  all  the  supporters  of  such  a  measure.  Mr. 
Poster  inspired  his  constituents  in  the  county  of 
Louth  with  his  own  repugntoce  to  the  measure.  Nu- 
merous were  the  resolutions  entered  into  and  published 
by  different  meetings  against  it  before  the  sitting 
of  Parliament. 

On  the  22d  of  January,  1799,  the  parliament  met  Pariitm<riit 
according  to  the  last  prorogation,  when  his  excellency  onp^o^oed 
in  a  very  mterestmg  speech  upon  this  import^t  oc-  <d  >«  ai« 
casion,  recommended  to  their  peculiar  consideration 
the  mpst  effectual  means  of  consolidating  the  strength, 
power,    and  resources  of   the  two   kingdoms.     An 
addr^^ss  was  moved  in  the  lords»  which  as  usual,  was 
an  echo  of  the  speech.     An  amendment  was  proposed 
by  Lord  Powerscourt  strongly  tending  to  reprobate  the 
measure  of  a  legislative  Union.     Other  motions  of  the 
li)Le  tendency,  were  afterwards  made  by  Lords  Glan« 
dojre  and  Bellamqnt,  which  were  negatived  by  a  divi* 
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pfocestcd*. 

iMve  n        In  the  comnxffis  Lord  T^ioiie  inored  the  addics. 

■w,  ».vi  bj  vhich  he  did  doc  mean  to  pLtdge  himself  ia  any 

0i  4ne  i(  f   manner  to  iopfpan  the  Uniosi.    That  qiiesrian  would 

stand  upon  irs  own  merits.    In  this  debate,  which 

bsted  22  hours^  almoBt  every  member  spoke  widi 

mere   than  ordinary  interest  and  warmth.      Upon 

the  diTiaion  the  ministry  carried  it  by  a  single  votef* 

During  the  whole  of  this  fint  debate  the  avenues  to 

the  house  were  crowded  with  penoixs  awaiting  the 

result  of  the  debate,  which  though  the  qocstioo  were 

OS  t,  was  con&idsred  a  victory  by  the  AntKUnitaiistSi 

and  proclaimed  as  such  by  various  demonstrations  of 

joy  through  the  metropolis.    Some  insults  were  of* 

fered  to  members  supposed  to  be  Unionists,  as  diey 

went  into  or  came  out  of  the  house. 

fcconi  rkr-       When    the  address    was    reported,    on    readmg 

wh£h  tic  such  part  of  it,  as  rebtcd  to  Union,  Sir  l^.  Parsons  ob' 

fii'n*«t?rK  ■ 

barf  2  ma-    i*rcted  to  that  part,  which  went  to  pledge  the  bouse. 

•niQft  under  metaphors  to  adopt  the  principle  of  a  legislative 
Union  between  the  two  kingdoms.  He  therefore 
moved    to    reject    the    whole    qf    the    paragraph^ 

*  V;3.  Lciniler,  BeDamoot,  Be  Vetc^ 

Granard,  Mountecasbrll*  Wm.  Dowa 

Belvedere,  Kilkenny,  &  Connor. 

Arnin,  Bclmore,  Dunsanr^ 

Charlemont,  pDM'erscourt,  lismore, 

1  A  very  minute  report  of  ihii  fint  debate  is  given  in  Hiit, 
Jlev.  vol.  III.  p.  S27  to  852. 


them. 
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^hich  related  to  the  subject.  This  motion  brought  1799* 
on  another  most  interesting  debate,  which  closed 
in  a  division  of  111  for  the  rejection  against  106 
who  opposed  it.  The  public  exultation  rose  to 
a  great  height  on  this  defeat  of  the  ministry.  The 
Unionists  were  every-where  insulted  by  the  lower 
orders  of  the  people,  and  the  popular  journals  were 
lavish  in  their  panegyrics  of  the  Anti-Unionists: 
printed  lists  of  the  voters  were  circulated  gratis 
amongst  the  people,  in  order,  as  the  'superscription 
imported,  that  they  might  know  their  glorious  and 
virtuous  defenders,  that  every  honest  man  might  en- 
grave their  names  and  their  services  on  his  heart,  and 
hand  them  down  to  his  children's  children*. 

So  sanguine  was  the  British  minister  in  his  expec-  Union  rr- 

,  ,  commcnd- 

tation  of  carr)'mg  the  measure,  that  he  would  not  cd ly the 
even  await  the  result  of  the  deliberations  of  the  Irish  pariumcnu 
senate.  Presuming  on  his  strength  in  the  Irish  as 
much  as  in  the  British  houses  of  parliament,  he 
opened  his  plan  of  operations  in  both  on  the  same  day. 
On  the  22d  of  January,  1799,  a  message  from  the 
sovereign  was  delivered  to  the  British  peers,  by  Lord 
Grenville,  recommending  an  Union  in  the  following 
terms.  "  His  majesty  is  persuaded,  that  the  unre- 
mitting industry,  with  which  our  enemies  persevere  in 
their  avowed  design  of  effecting  the  separation  of 
Ireland  from  this  kingdom,  cannot  fail  to  engage  the 
particular  attention  of  parliament:  and  his  majesty 

• 

*  tliis  list  ii  to  b«  leen  in  Appendix  ta  Histor'.cal  Beviem 
No.  CpCVI. 
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^799-  recommttkls  it  to  this  hatne  to  consider  of  the  motf 
effectual  means  of  connteractiug  and  finallf  dcfieating 
this  design;  and  he  trusts,  diat  a  review  of  all  die 
drcumscanceSy  which  have  reccndy  occwnred  (joined  to 
the  sentiments  of  mutual  affectioQ  and  common  in- 
terest) will  dispose  the  parliaments,  of  botli  Idngdoos 
to  provide  in  the  manner,  which  thej  shall  judg^* 
most  expedient^  for  arttling  such  a  complete  and  final 
adjustments  as  may  best  tend  to  improve  and  perp^ 
tuate  a  connexion  essential  to  their  commoa  secuiiti^ 
and  to  augment  and  consolidate  the  strengdi,  powers 
ilnd  resources  of  the  British  empire.'*  Tbis  messaige 
having  been  read.  Lord  Grenville  proposed,  that  it 
should  be  taken  into  consideration  on  the  ensuing  dqv 
and  the  lords  sunummed,  to  which  the  house  agreel 
A  similar  message^  on  the  same  day,  was  presented  ID 
the  commons  by  Mr.  Dundas,  who  moved,  that  it 
KiiKi't       should  be  considered  on  the  morrow,  which 


taken  into   agreed  to. 

tion  hy  the  On  the  following  day  Lord  Grenville  in  the  house 
luxneoc  of  peers  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  taking  his 
Majesty *s  message  into  consideration ;  no  debate  oc-' 
curred ;  and  the  peers  voted  an  address  of  thanks  for 
his  Majesty's  gracious  communication,  assuring  him^ 
that  they  would  maturely  deliberate  on  the  subject  re- 
commended to  their  notice,  and  promote  any  adjust- 
ment for  consolidating  the  general  interests  of  the 
British  empire.  When  Mr.  Dundas  moved  for  a  fike 
address  in  the  commons, he  observed,  that  it  was  then 
unnecessary  to  dwell  on  the  subject,  as  a  future  day 
uld  be  appointed  for  discussing  it.     But  Mr.  S)m^ 
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ridan  made  a  very  animated  speech  against  ministers     1799. 
bringing  forward  so  precipitately  a  plan  of  Union,which 
he  concluded  by  moving  an  amendment*,  expressing 
the  surprise  and  deep  regret,  with  which  the  house 
learned  from  his  Majesty,  that  the  final  adjustment, 
which  upon  his  gracious  recommendation  took  place 
between  the  kingdoms  in  the  year  1782,  and  which, 
by  the  declaration  of  the  parliaments  of  both  countries, 
placed  the  connexion  between  them  upon  a  solid  and 
permanent  basis,  had  not  produced  the  effects  expect- 
ed from  that  solemn  settlement ;  and  also  intimating, 
that  hiS  Majesty's  faithful  commons,  having  strong 
eason  to  believe,  that  it  was  in  the  contemplation  of 
his  ministers  to  propose  an  Union  of  the  legislatures 
of  the  two  kingdoms,  notwithstanding  the  said  ad- 
justment, felt  it  to  be  their  bounden  duty,  impressed 
as  they  were  with  the  most  serious  apprehensions  of 
the  consequences  of  such  a  proceeding  at  this  time,  to 
take  the  earliest  opportunity  humbly  to  implore  his 
Majesty  not  to  listen  to  the  counsel  of  those,  who 
should  advise  or  promote  such  a  measure  at  the  pre- 
sent crisis,  and  imder  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
empire.     The  debate  upon  this  amendment  continued 
with  great  warmth,  and  was  closed  by  Mr.  Pitt  in  the 
folio  wing  words,**  I  seethe  case  so  plainly,  and  I  feci  it 
so  strongly,  that  no  apparent  or  probable  difficulty,  no 
fear  o£  toil,  or  apprehension  of  a  less  of  popularity, ' 
§hall  deter  me  from  making  every  exertion  to  accom* 
plish   the  great  work,  on  which,  I   am  persuaded, 
depend  the  internal  tranquillity  of  Ireland,  the  general 

*  7  fttfU  Reg  p.  59». 
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1709.  interest  of  the  British  empire,  and  perhaps  the  happi* 
ness  of  a  great  part  of  the  habitable  world.'*  The 
question  for  the  amendment  having  been  rejected 
without  a  division,  the  address  was  immediatelj 
voted. 
Mr.  Pitt  On  the  31st  of  January,  the  message  having  been 

fCToiuiionf  again  read,  Mr.  Pitt  after  a  yery  elaborate  speech  in 
tbc  Union,  support  of  the  grand  object,  which  the  sovereign  had 
recommended,  presented  to  the  house  eight  resolu- 
tions, which  he  had  prepared,  embracing  the  general 
plan  of  the  Union. 

L  *'  In  order  to  promote  and  secure  the  essential  in- 
terests of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  to  consoli'S 
date  the  strength,  power,  and  resources  of  the  British 
empire^  it  will  be  adviseable  to  concur  in  such  mea- 
sures, as  may  best  tend  to  unite  the  two  kingdoms  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  into  one  kingdom,  in  such 
manner,  and  on  such  terms  and  conditions,  as  may  be 
established  by  acts  of  the  respective  parliaments  of 
his  majesty's  ^aid  kingdoms. 

II.  "  It  would  be  fit  to  propose  as  the  first  article^ 
to  serve  as  a  basis  of  the  said  Union,  that  the  said 
kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  shall,  on  a 
day  to  be  agreed  upon,  be  united  into  one  kingdom^ 
by  the  name  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland. 

III.  "  For  the  same  purpose  it  woilld  be  fit  to  pro- 
pose, that  the  succession  to  the  monarchy  and  the 
imperial  crown  of  the  said  united  kingdom,  shall 
continue  limited  and  settled,  in  the  same  manner,  as 
the  imperial  crown  of  the  said  kingdoms  of  Great 
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Britain  and  Ireland  now  stands  limited  and  settled,     J799« 
according  to  the  existing  laws,  and  to  the  terms  of 
the  Union  between  England  and  Scotland. 

IV.  "  For  the  same  purpose  it  would  be  fit  to  pro- 
pose, that  the  said  united  kingdom  be  represented 
in  one  and  the  same  parliament,  to  be  stiled  the 
Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland ;  and  that  such  a  number  of  lords  spi- 
ritual and  temporal,  and  such  a  number  of  members 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  as  shall  be  hereafter 
agreed  upon  by  the  acts  of  the  respective  parliaments 
as  aforesaid,  shall  sit  and  vote  in  the  said  parliament 
on  the  part  of  Ireland,  and  shall  be  summoned^ 
chosen,  and  returned,  in  such  manner,  as  shall  be 
fixed  by  an  act  of  the  parliament  of  Ireland  previous 
to  the  said  Union ;  and  that  every  member  hereafter 
to  sit  and  vote  in  the  said  parliament  of  the  united 
kingdom  shall,  until  the  said  parliament  shall  other- 
wise provide,  take,  and  subscribe  the  ssdd  oaths,  and 
make  the  same  declarations,  as  ^e  by  law  required  to 
be  taken,  subscribed,  and  made,  by  the  members  of 
the  parliaments  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

V.  "  For  the  same  purpose  it  would  be  fit  to  pro- 
pose, that  the  churches  of  England  and  Ireland,  and 
the  doctrine,  worship,  discipline,  and  government 
thereof,  shall  be  preserved  as  now  by  law  established. 

VI.  "For  the  same  purpose  it  would  be  fit  to  pro- 
pose, that  his  majesty's  subjects  in  Ireland  shall  at  all 
limes  hereafter  be  entitled  to  the  same  privileges, 
and  be  on,  the  same  footing  in  respect  of  trade  and 
navigation,  in  all  ports  and  places  belonging  to  Great 
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1799.     Britain,  and  In  all  cases  with  respect  to  which  treft* 
ties  shall  be  made  by  his  majesty,  his  heirs  or  suc« 
cessors,  with  any  foreign  power,  as  hk  majesty's  sub- 
jects in  Great  Britain ;  that  no  duty  shall  be  imposed 
on  the-import  or  export  between  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  of  any  articles  now  duty  free ;  and  that  on 
other  articles  there  shall  be  established,  for  a  lime  to 
be  limited,  such  a  moderate  rate  of  equal  duties  as 
shall,  previous  to  the  Union,  be  agreed  upon  and 
approved  by  the  respective  parliaments,  subject,  after 
the  expiration  of  such  limited  time,  to  be  diminished 
equally  with  respect  to  both  kingdoms,  but  in  no  case 
to  be  increased ;  that  all  articles,  which  may  at  any 
time  hereafter  be  imported  into  Great  Britain  from 
foreign  parts,  shall    be  importable   through    either 
kingdom   into  the  other,   subject  to  the  like  duties 
and  regulations,  as  if  the  same   were  imported  di- 
rectly from  foreign  parts:  that  where  any   articles, 
the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  either  king- 
dom, are  subject  to  any  internal  duty  in  one  king- 
dom, such  countervailing  duties  (over  and  above  any 
duties  on  import  to  be  fixed  as  aforesaid)  shall  be 
imposed,   as  shall   be  necessary  to   prevent    any  in- 
equality in   that  respect ;    and  that   all    matters  of 
trade  and  commerce,  other  than  the  foregoing,  and 
than  such  others  as  may  before  the  Union  be  spe- 
cially agreed  upon  for  the  due  encouragement  of  the 
agriculture  and  manufactures  of  the  respective  king* 
doms,  shall  remain  to  be  regulated  from  time  to  time 
by  the  united  parliament. 

VII.  "  For  the  like  purpose  it  would  be  fit  to  pro^ 
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pbse,  that  the  charge  arising  from  the  payment  of  ^790- 
the  interest,  or  sinking-fund  for  the  reduction  of  the 
principal  of  the  debt  incurred  in  either  kingdom  be* 
fore  the  Union^  shall  continue  to  be  separately  de^ 
fiayed  by  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  respectively; 
that,  for  a  number  of  years  to  be  limited,  the  future 
ordinary  expenses  of  the  united  kingdom,  in  peace 
or  war,  shall  be  defrayed  by  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land jointly,  according  to  such  proportions  as  shall 
be  established  by  the  respective  parliaments  previous 
to  the  Union ;  and  that,  after  the  expiration  of  the . 
time  to  be  so  limited,  the  proportion  shall  not  be 
liable  to  be  varied,  except  according  to  such  rates  and 
principles,  as  shall  be  in  like  mamicr  agreed  upon  pre« 
vious  to  the  Union* 

VIII.  "  For  the  like  purpose  it  would  be  fit  to  pro** 
pose^  that  all  laws  in  force  at  the  time  of  the  Unioni 
and  all  the  courts  of  civil  onecclesiastical  jurisdiction 
•  within  the  respective  kingdoms,  shall  remain  as  now 
by  law  established  within  the  same,  subject  only  to 
such  alterations  oV  regulations  from  time  to  time,  as 
circumstances  may  appear  to  the  parliament  of  the 
united  kingdom  to  require.** 

Mr.  Pitt  at   the  same  time  moved  an  address  to  Addrwtto 

accompany 

accompany  the  resolutions^   stating,    that  the  com-  th.  rc^ula. 

tions. 

mons  had  proceeded  with  the  utmost  attention  to 
the  consideration  of  the  important  objects  recom- 
mended in  the  royal  itiessage;  that  they  entertained 
a  firm  persuasion  of  the  probable  benefits  of  a  coni' 
plete  and  entire  Union  between  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  founded  on  equal  and  liberal  principles  \  and 
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that  they  were  therefore  induced  to  lay  before  hii 
majesty  such  propoations,  as  appeared  to  them  to  be 
best  calculated  to  form  the  basis  of  such  a  settlement, 
leaving  it  to  his  wisdom,  in  due  time  and  in  a  proper 
manner,  to  communicate  them  to  the  lords  2aid  com« 
mons  of  Ireland^  with  whom  they  would  be  at  all 
times  ready  to  concur  in  all  such  measures,  as  might 
be  found  most  conducive  to  the  accomplishment  of 
that  great  and  salutary  work* 
Mr.  shcri.  Mr.  Sheridan  tenaciously  persisted  in  oppodng  the 
^  ^     conduct  of  the  minister^  and  concluded  a  most  ani- 


and  pro.'  mated  speech,  with  propoang  the  two  following  re- 
S^QtkMH.  solutions,  to  which,  he  thought,  no  true  friend  of 
other  country  would  object.  **  That  no  measures 
can  have  a  tendency  to  improve  and  perpetuate  the 
ties  of  amity  and  connexion  now  existinl^  between 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  which  have  not  for  their 
basis  the  manifest,  fair,  and  free  consent  and  appro- 
bation of  the  parliaments  of  the  two  countries;" 
and  *'  that  whoever  shall  endeavour  to  obtain  the 
appearance  of  such  consent  and  approbation  in  either 
country,  by  employing  the  influence  of  government 
for  the  purpose  of  corruption  or  of  intimidation,  is 
an  enemy  to  his  majesty  and  the  constitution.'*  The 
house  then  dirided  upon  the  question  for  the  speaker's 
leaving  the  chair,  when  the  ayes  were  140,  the 
noes  15. 
Mr.  shrri-        In  confident  assurance  of  final  success,  the  minister 

4lin  renews      n  i     i       •  «  r        i 

hit  motion  allowed  the  mterval  of  a  week  for  the  consideration  of 

'the  ooosent  the  resolutions  he  had  submitted  to  the  house,  and  on 

itaicn»     the  7th  of  February  he  proposed  a  full  discussion  of 


Admimsiration  of  Marquis  Comwallis.  .  .   58S 

the  subject  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  house,  but  ^1^- 
before  it  was  formed^  he  consented  to  dispose  of  Mr. 
Sheridan's  motions  respecting  the  fair  and  free  con- 
sent of  both  parliaments.  Mr»  Sheridan  then  re- 
newed his  resolutions,  which  were  disposed  of  by 
the  minister's  putting  the  previous  question^  which 
was  carried  upon  a  division  of  141  against  25.  A  very 
interesting  debate  took  place  on  the  committee  being 
formed  for  the  discussion  of  Mr.  Pitt's  propositions, 
when  the  question  for  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair 
was  carried  by  149  against  24.  A  committee  of  the 
whole  house  was  immediately  formed,  and  the  reso- 
lutions were  moved  and  carried. 

On  the  11th  of  Fejjruary,  the  minister  having  Mr.  fiheri- 
moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  house  going  into  JSii^SJ^b* 
lif  committee  for  the  further  consideration  of  his  ma-  un?^^^' 
jesty's  message,  Mr.  Sheridan  recommended  a  substi- 
tute for  legislative  union.  He  was  of  opinion,  that 
the  abolition  of  all  disabilities,  which  had  been  fai^ 
(purred  in  civil  a^airs  by  religious  distinctions,  would 
tend  more  to  the  improvement  of  the  connexion  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  ths^  the  measive 
brought  forward,  pe  had  the  authority  of  the  pre* 
m^e^  himself  for  the  expediency  of  emancipating  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland  Irom  tlie  incapacities,  to  which 
they  were  subjected.  Such  was  the  opinion  of  the 
leaders  of  the  cabinet  in  the  year  1 795 ;  and,  though 
Earl  Fitzwilliam  were  not  then  desired  or  permitte4 
to  propose  the  emancipation,  he  is  allowed  to  have 
^een  expressly  authorized  to  give  it  a  hiandkoim 

2m3 


5M  TkBeigm^fCetrg^BL 

1789'  support  on  the  part  of  pmerwmmnU  He  tliai 
moved,  that  it  diould  be  an  instmctioo  to  the  cooh 
mittee  to  onsider  ^  how  fiur  it  would  be  conartewr 
with  justice  and  poliqf;  and  conducive  to  die  genenl 
interestBy  and  eq)eciall  j  to  the  consolidation  of  the 
strength  of  the  British  empire,  were  all  dvii  incapa- 
cities on  account  of  religious  distinctions  to  be  done 
away  throughout  his  majesty's  dominions.**  Mr.  Fitt 
objected  to  the  proposition,  as  breaking  in  upon  die 
independence  of  the  Irish  Parliament,  by  a  direct  act 
of  dictation  and  controL  He  denied,  that  the  rebd- 
Jious  disturbances  in  Irdand  originated  in  any  degree 
from  the  refusal  to  grant  emanciparion  to  the  Ca» 
tholics.  The  motion  was  rejected  without  a  di- 
vision. 

li^Qien  all  the  resolutions  had  been  agreed  to,  the 
next  proceeding  was  a  communication  of  the  votes  of 
2!bj"c?!rf    ^^  commons  to  the  lords  at  a  conference,  which  took 
•*"*^        place  on  the  1 8th*     The  peers  ordered  the  resolu- 
tions to  be  printed,  and  some  illustrative  papers  to  be 
produced.     In  order  to  avoid  precipitancy  on  so  im- 
portant a  subject,  they  allowed  a  month's  interval  for 
consideration,    before  they  entered   upon   the    dis- 
cussion, 
ifr.FoMcr't      hi  DubUu  tfac  defeat  of  the  mimster  i^  the  House 
IS^^    of  Commons  was  considered  as  the  death*blow  of  the 
fJLm.        Unionists,  and  was  celebrated  in  every  quarter  of  the 
city  with  bonfires  and  other  demonstrations  of  joy. 
The  viplent  opposition,  which  Mr,  Foster  gave  to  the 
piea8ure>  had  suddenly  translated  hun  from  very  ge* 


oftbc  two 
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neral  dislike,  to  the  acme  of  popularity  ••  The  lord  ^Jj^ 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  common  council,  and  a  nu- 
merous body  of  merchants  of  Dublin,  delivered  ad- 
dresses to  him,  as  an  honest  man  and  lover  of  his 
country,  for  not  voting  away  the  liberty  and  inde* 
pendence  of  Ireland, 

On  the  28th  of  January  Lord  Castlereaeh  moved  Adjourn- 

'  ^  mem  of  th« 

an  adjournment  to  the  7th  of  February,  in  order  to  insh  par- 
engraft  his  further  parliamentary  proceedings  upon  order  to 
the  issue  and  result  of  the  debates  in  the  British  house  ihe  retoiu- 
of  commons.     Sir  John  Parnell  opposed  the  motion,  British  hu. 
as  there  never  was  a  moment,  m  which  it  was  more 
necessary  for  the  parliament  of  Ireland  to  remain  vigil- 
?int  at  its  post.     There  was  a  credited  report,  that 
the  British  minister  had  declared,  he  would  unceas^^ 
ingly  persevere  in  a  measure  respecting  the  internal 
situation  of  Ireland^  to  which  the  parliament  of  Ire- 
land had  so  recently    given  its   decided   negative. 
It  was  impossible  the  British  minister  or  parliament 
could  have  previously  known  the  sentiments  of  the 
parliament  of  Ireland,  when  they  had  discussed  the 
measure  on  the  very  same  day  it  was  rejected  here. 
The  British  n^inister  had  too  much  wisdom  to  per« 
severe,  after  the  sense  of  the  Irish  parliament  and  Irish 
people  were  known  to  him,  without  putting  in  immi- 
nent  hazard  the  continuance  of  British  connexion. 
I^ord  Castlereagh  persisted  in  his  motion,  declaring 


•  The  public  prdceediogs  of  the  county  of  Louth  on  the  14tb^ 
9nd  of  the  citj  of  Dublin  on  the  ISih  of  January,  1799,  are  to  b^ 
leen  in  the  Appendix  to  Hist.  Rev.  No.  CXVII, 
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}799*  Union  to  be  a  measure  so  indispensable  to  perpe- 
tuate the  connexion  between  both  kingdoms,  to  con^ 
solidate  their  qiutual  strength,  and  promote  their 
mutual  prosperity,  that  he  should  never  lose  sight  of 
it;  though  he  did  not  mean  that  he  would^  or 
could  press  it  against  the  Irish  parliament  and  the  Irish 
people.  After  several  gentlemen  had  spoken  in  the 
strongest  terms  against  the  Union,  upon  which  the 
sense  of  that  house  had  been  unequivocally  expressed, 
the  question  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  without 
division.  Lord  Castlereagh  then  solemnly  assured 
the  house,  that  he  should  never  bring  forward  the 
question  of  Union  so  long,  as  )t  appeared  to  him  re« 
pugnant  to  the  sense  of  parliament  and  th^  country^ 
Colonel  Maxwell  Barry  observed,  the  noble  lord  could 
not  himself  answer  for  what  he  might  do,  as  h^ 
must  act  according  to  the  instructions  he  received 
from  England,  He  m  ved  a  call  of  the  house,  which 
wa3  fixed  for  the  1 1th  of  February.  Sir  H.  Cavendish, 
after  having  stated,. that  the  house  had  been  degraded 
by  personal  outrage  and  insult  to  several  of  its  mem- 
bers, in  consequence  of  votes  given  in  that  house, 
moved,  "  That  any  insult  or  assault  offered  to  any 
member  of  parliament  coming  or  going  from  that 
house,  in  consequence  of  any  thing  said  or  done  iii 
parliament  j  or  any  attempt  to  intimidate  any  member 
from  any  vote  in  that  house ;  or  any  tumultuous  as- 
semblage of  persons  meeting  in  the  passages  to  that 
house,  to  awe  or  intimidate  its  members,  to  or  from 
any  vote,  or  any  measure,  is  an  high  infringement  on 
the  privileges  of  that  house.*'    The  debate  on  the  ne- 
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^essity  for  such  resolutions,  brought  under  the  consider-  1799- 
^tion  of  the  house  a  ministerial  determination  to  remove 
the  parliament  to  Cork,  in  order  to  secure  safety  in  its 
deliberations.  Upon  which  the  attorney-general  said 
it  was  notorious,  that  the  persons  of  members  had  been 
assaulted  and  abused,  their  houses  attacked,  and  them* 
selves  declared  traitors  to  their  country,  for  having 
voted  in  favor  of  Union ;  and  that  certainly  such  at* 
tempts  to  overawe  the  parliament  would  warrant  its 
removal  to  Cork.  To  confirm  M^hich  was  read  a 
paragraph  in  a  popular  paper,  calling  the  minister  of  the 
coimtry  and  those  members  who  voted  fqr  an  Union 
**  a  corrupt  minister  arid  his  corrupt  phalanx.''  Out 
of  parliament,  the  viperoy  applied  the  whole  strength 
of  the  castle,  to  promote  the  gn^id  object :  he  gained 
occasional  proselytes.  On  the  other  hand  he  was 
strongly  opposed  by  many  even  of  his  former  friendst 
and  found  the  decided  majority  of  the  nation  (however 
desirous  of  a  continuance  of  connexion)  hostile  to  the 
measure  of  Union. 

Meetings    in    th^   different     coun  tie  were   en-  Exfrtiont 

*  1  of  the  Antv* 

couraged  by  the  Anti*unionists ;  and  strong  reso-  nnionisct 
lutions  adopted  with  few  dissentient  voices.  The  country, 
military  commanders  sometime^  interfered,  on  pre- 
tence of  preventing  the  intrusion  and  violence  of 
the  lower  classes;  and  very  frequendy  ofEcers  used 
menace  and  intimidadon^  iii  order  to  check  free  discus- 
sion. The  freeholders  of  Fermanagh,  King's  County, 
Limerick,  Monaghan,  Clare,  Cavan,  Tyrone,  and 
other  shires,  made  strong  resoludons  against  the  mea« 
^urei  and  thanked  their  members  for  opposing  it }  but. 
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1799.     ia  the  county  of  Galway,  the  archbishop  of  Tuam 
^''^    had  interest  enough  to  prcrure  a  warm  declaration  in 
favor  of  Union.     In  the  commercial  city   of  Cork 
great  disunion  prevailed,  many  of  the    traders  and 
other  inhabitants   were    zealous  for  the   ministerial 
scheme.    In  opposition  to  them  above  700  signed  and 
published  an  address  of  thanks  to  the  parliamentary 
Anti-unionists  in  general,  and  to  the  Earl  of  Charle- 
mont  and  Mr.  Foster  in  particular.     While  the  public 
mind  was  in  that  state  of  agitation,  the  speech,  which 
Mr.  Pitt  delivered  on  the  23d  of  January,  was  circu- 
lated  through  the  nation  with  more  than  ordinary 
industry,  and  some  of  that  minister's  remarks,  as  in< 
terpreted  by  the  Anti-unionists,  increased  the  public 
ferment* 
p^Viament       When  the  Irish  house  of  comfhons  met  according 
SJourn-**'  to  adjournment,  a  complaint  was  made  to  the  house  of 
"*^"''         several  paragraphs  •  in  an  English  newspaper,  under 
the  immediate  controul  of  the  minister.     This  was 
considered    by    the   Anti-unionists    a    part    of   the 
scheme  of  the  British  ministry  to  force  the   Union 
upon  them,  and  they  unanimously  resolved,  that  those 
English  newspapers,  in  which  the  false,  scandalous, 
and  malicious  libels  were  contained  and  published, 
should  be  burned  by  the  hands  of  the  common  hang- 
man, in  College  Green,  and  that  the  sherifis  of  Dublin 
should  attend  to  see  the  same  done  accordingly.     The 
horrors  of  the  late  rebellion  had  now  given  place  to  a 

♦  Thcie  paragraphs  maj'  be  seen  in  Historical  Review,  vol.  IH. 
p.  920. 
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new  irritation  created  by  the  question  of  Union :  and  1 79Q 
the  old  means  of  proclaiming  different  districts  in  a 
state  of  disturbance  were  resorted  to.  The  first 
county  proclaimed  to  be  in  that  state,  was  the  County 
of  Gal  way  on  the  12th  of  February,  in  which 
the  earliest  and  most  successful  exertions  had  been 
made  in  favor  of  Union.  This  was  conclusive  evi- 
dence,  that  the  advocates  for  Union,  such  as  were  the 
Earl  oF  Clanricarde,  and  most  of  the  nobility  and 
gentry  of  Galway,  considered,  that  it  would  be  more 
effectually  carried  by  *  military  coercion,  than  delibe- 
rative persuasion. 

Personal  applications  were  made  by  Lord  Com- 
wallis to  such  members  of  the  Irish  parliament,  and  ^^^  ^'^f"- 
persons  of  influence  and  power  in  the  country,  as  were  »^-^«nai  in. 
considered  most  open.      The  amiable  qualities  of  the  f^^'^r\  ih« 

•  It  •  %  c     t        n         Union. 

Viceroy,  and  the  promises  and  prospects  ot  the  flat- 
tering  fruits  of  Union  plausibly  made  by  him,  pro- 
cured a  preponderance  of  interest  in  &vor  of  the 
Union  from  many,  who  probably  would  otherwise 
have  opposed  it. 

The.predetennination  of  the  British  minister  to 
carry  the  measure,  was  not  to  be  checked  by  any  Irish  ^^  "^^*" 
opposition.     On  the  19th  of  March,  Lord  Grenville  f^'^fljfjn 
opened  the  business  in  the  British  House  of  Peers,  f^c  British 

^  house  of 

In  the  performance  of  his  duty,  it  afforded  him  some  ^^'**»- 
relief,  he  said,  to  find,  that  the  two  main  points  on 

*  It  appears  from  a  paper  prexented  by  f  iord  Castlereagh  on 
the  11th  Feoruary,  tiiat  li^e  regim^iiU  then  serving  in  Ireland^ 
and  belonging  to  the  BrtUh  e>iabii«hnneiit.  aniounttd  to  23>201 
men.    (18  Com.  Journ.  Appendix^  Mo.  XLIX.) 
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^)709>^  which  the  resolutions  were  founded,  had  beeasuffi* 
cicntly  -established  to  preclude  the  necessity  of  dwell- 
ing upon  them.  These  were,  that  the  legislature  of 
Ireland  had  an  independent  right  of  deciding  upon 
any  proposal  of  Union,  as  fully  as  the  parliament  cf 
Great  Britain,  and  that  the  interest  of  the  emfure  at 
large,  and  of  every  branch  of  it  in  particular,  re- 
quired the  maintenance  and  improvement  of  the  con- 
nexion between  the  countries.  So  far  from  being 
ynseasonable>  ifw^  highly  expedient  s^nd  politic  to 
enter  iipon  a  speedy  inquiry  into  the  merits  of  tfa^ 
mesisure.  His  lordship  went  into  the  matter  much  at 
large,  and  amongst  othei^  inducements  to  render  the 
subject  desirable  to  the  majority  Of  the  Irish  peopk^ 
he  held  out  catholic  emancipation  as  one  of  the  first 
find  most,  beneficial  cofisequenp^  of  tl^e  Union.  A 
free  admission  of  the  catholics  into  the  Irish  parlia- 
ment ipight  lead  to  a  subversion  of  its  constitution ; 
|)ut  all  fear  of  their  preponderancy  would  vanish 
linder  a  general  legislature,  as  they  then  would  be  bx 
outnumbered  by  t|ie  protestants.  The  animosities  of 
these  rival  parties  would  be  allayed  ;  and  a  tranquil* 
^  lity,  which  Ireland  had  rarely  enjoyed  would  be  the 
pleasing  result.  His  lordship  then  moved  the  first 
resolution,  and  intimated,  that  he  should  afterwards 
request  the  house  to  vote  an  address  favorable 
to  the  adjustment  of  a  complete  Union«  A  long 
and  interesting  debate  *  ensued :  the  house  agreed  to 

.  *  Which  may  be  seen  much  at  large.  Hist.  Ren  vol.  IIL  p.* 
923  to  947, 
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the  resolution,  and  a  day  was  fixed  for  proposing  an  J  "99^ 
address  to  the  throne  upon  the  subject ;  the  introduc- 
tion of^  which  by  Lord  Grenville  gave  rise  to  another 
warm  debate ;  in  which  Lord  Minto  took  a  leading 
part  in  favor  of  the  Union  j^  and  emphatically  rested 
the  great  benefit  of  that  measufe  to  Ireland  upon  the 
assumed  emancipation  of  the  Iri:4.  catholics.  Laws 
therefore  beneficial  to  the  mass  of  the  people  of  Ire- 
land, and  promoting  its  general  prosperity  and  happi- 
ness, were  to  be  expected  from  the  united  parliament, 
in  which  right  might  be  done  unaccompanied  by 
wrong,  and  Irish  catholics  invested  with  their  political 
capacities,  without  the  slightest  danger  to  protestanC 
establishment  or  property.  He  advised  therefore  the 
insertion  of  an  explicit  article  in  the  treaty  or  act  of 
Union,  providing  for  the  just  claims  of  the  Catholic 
Irish  J  but  he  was  not  strenuous  or  decisive  in  his  re- 
commendation i  for  he  added,  that,  "  if  any  poli- 
tical peculiarities  of  the  present  time  should  render  it 
impracticable  to  engross  these  wholesome  provisions 
in  the  written  treaty  itself  •,  he  would  rather  repress 

*  Mn  Pitt  to  aToid  difficulties  and  dclayi^  retolTcd  not  to  intro« 
duce  any  stipolation  for  the  catholics^  but  reserve  that  measure  for 
the  imperial  parliament.  He  sent  over  therefore  to  Lord  Corn* 
wallis  the  following  communicationt  to  be  made  to  some  of  the 
catholic  body.  The  paper  bespeaks  the  induceroenli^  under  which 
many  of  the  catholics  were  allured  ta  support  the  Union :  and  ht 
aotbenticity  is  verified  by  a  letter  from  Lord  Comwallis  to  the 
author,  of  the  6th  of  Aprily  1 805.  The  verification  of  this  im- 
portant historical  fact  is  to  be  seen  at  lai|;e  in  an  hiitoiica!  letter 
from  the  author  to  Sir  Richard  Musgrave,  Bart.  p.  72  to  60, 
1605.  That  letter  fully  exposes  the  falsehoods,  malice,  and  de- 
ception of  that  Gentleman's  writiiif;s. 
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1799*      ^^^  wishes  for  the  immediate  accomplishment  of  tUf 
desirable  end,  'than  expose  this  great  transacdoQ  to 

'<  The  leading  part  of  his  majesty's  mioiften  finding  ansar- 
m^untable  obttaclrs  to  the  bringing  forward  measures  of  oonoes* 
tion  to  the  catholic  body,  whilvf  in  office,  have  felt  it  impoatiUe 
to  continue  in  administratioD  under  the  inability  to  propoie  it  with 
the  circumstances  nccc^^ry  to  carrying  the  meafure  with  aOia 
advantages,  and  they  hav^*  retired  from  his  majesty's  service,  coo* 
sidering  this  line  of  conduct,  as  most  likely  to  cxmtribate  to  its 
ultimate  success.  The  catholic  body  will>  iberefore,  see  bow  modi 
their  future  hopes  must  de{.«ad  upon  strengthei  ing  their  cause  bf 
good  conduct  in  die  mean  time  t  they  will  pnidently  consider  theff 
prospects  as  arising  from  the  prrsoo^,  who  now  espouse  their  io* 
terests,  and  compare  them  wi*h  tho*«e,  wliich  they  could  look  to 
from  any  other  quarter ;  tliey  niay  with  confidence  rrly  on  the 
zealous  support  of  all  those,  who  retire,  and  of  many,  who  rem^ 
ib  office,  when  it  can  be  given  with  a  prospect  of  aucoess.  They 
may  be  assured,  that  Mr.  Pitt  will  do  his  utmost  to  eatablish  their 
cause  in  the  public  faVvT,  and  prepare  the  way  for  finally  attaining 
their  objects  :  and  the  catholics  will  feel,  that  as  Mr.  Pitt  could  not 
concur  in  a  hopeless  altenjpt  to  force  it  now,  he  must  at  all 
times  repress  with  the  same  decision  as  If  he  held  an  aH  verse  opi- 
nion, any  unconstitutional  conduct  in  the  catholic  Ixjdy. 

«'  Under  these  circumstances  it  cannot  be  doubtod  that  the  ca- 
tholics will  take  the  most  loval,  dutiful,  and  patient  line  of  con- 
duct, that  they  will  i-ot  sutfer  themielves  to  be  led  into  measures 
which  can,  by  any  construction,  give  a  handle  to  the  opposers  of 
their  wishes,  either  to  misinterp:et  their  principles  or  to  raise  an 
argument  for  resi  ting  their  claims  j  but  that  by  their  prudent  and 
exemplar)'  demeanour  they  will  afford  additional  grounds  to  the 
growing  number  of  their  advocates  to  enforce  their  claims  on 
proper  occasions,  until  their  objects  can  be  finally  and  advan- 
tageously attained/* 

"  Tlie  Sentiments  of  a  sincere  Friend  (i.  e.  Marquis  CornwaliisJ 

io  the  Catholic  Claims, 
*'  If  the  catholics  should  now  proceed  to  violence,  or  entertaia 
any  ideas  of  gaining  their  object  by  convulsive  measures^  or  form- 
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needless  and  unprofitable    hazard   by  unseasonable     3^22i 
pertinacity  or  impatience,  and    would  be  conteift  to 
leave  it  to   the   mature  deliberation    and  impartial 
judgment  of  the  imperial  legislature." 

ITie  address  beincc  voted,  a  conference  was  holden  Conference 

-  with  the 

With  the  commons  on  the  following  day ;  and  the  Commons 
deputed  lords  then  proposed,  that  it  should  be  offered 
to  the  throne  as  the  joint  address  of  both  houses. 
Before  the  commons  concurred  in  the  address  to  the 
King,  they  once  more  brought  the  plan  of  Union 
to  a  fresh  discussion.  On  the  2'Jd  of  April,  Mr.  Pitt 
moved,  that  the  house  should  join  in  .the  address  voted 

ing  asftociations  with  men  of  Jacobinical  principles,  thev  mu«t  of 
course  lose  the  support  and  aid  of  thoK>  who  have;  sacrificed  theit 
own  situations  in  their  cause>  bat  who  would  at  the  same  time  feel 
it  to  be  their  indispensable  duty  to  oppose  every  thing  tending  to 
confiuion. 

«'  On  the  other  hand,  should  the  catholics  he  sensible  of  the 
benefit  they  posses3  by  having  so  many  characters  of  eminence  pledg- 
ed not  to  embark  in  the  scnice  of  government,  except  on  the  terms 
of  the  catholic  privileges  being  obtained,  it  is  to  be  hoped^  that  on 
balancing  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  their  situation  they 
would  prefer  a  quiet  and  peaceable  demeanour  to  any  line  of 
conduct  of  an  opposite  description.'* 

The  originals  of  these  two  declarations  were  handed  to  Dr. 
Troy,  and  afierwardr  to  Lord  Fingall  on  the  same  day  by  Marquis 
Comwallis,  in  the  presence  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lit(lehale<i,  in 
liie  beginning  of  May,  1801,  siiorlly  before  his  departure  from 
the  government  of  Ireland,  and  before  tlie  arrival  of  Lord  Hard- 
wicke,  his  successor.  His  excellency  desired  they  should  be 
discreetly  communicated  to  the  bisho|)s  and  principal  catholics,  but 
not  inserted  in  the  newspapers.  They  appeared,  neverihelei^,  in 
the  English  prints  soon  afterwards,  and  were  copied  into  the  Irish 
papers. 
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^799\  rebellion,  not  justifiable  in  common  law.  The  ob« 
ject  of  it  was  to  do  away  the  effect  of  the  verdict 
found  against  the  petitioner  in  an  action  at  the  suit  of 
one  Wright  before  mentioned.  His  prominent  zeal 
in  suppressing  rebellion,  was  highly  emblazoned  by 
the  advocates  of  the  system  of  coercion.  Mr.  Yel* 
verton,  before  whose  father  the  trial  came  on,  and 
who  was  himself  present  at  it,  gave  so  lively  a  picture 
of  the  brutal  copduct  of  the  petidoner,  as  proved  in 
evidence  at  the  trial*,  that  his  friends  thought  prudenr 


ft 


*  Mr.  Wright  Mras  emp\oyed  as  a  teacher  of  the  Freo<:h  lap* 
guage  by  several  boarding-bchools  and  faoiilies  of  re«pectabiiitf. 
Having  heard,  that  Mr.  Fitzgerald  bad  received  some  charges  of  a 
seditious  nature  against  him»  he  went  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Fi'ts- 
gendd,  and  being  shewn  into  his  preseiice .  explained  the  purpose 
of  his  coming,  when  Mr.  Fitzgerald  drawing  his  sword,  said» 
down -on  your  knees>  you  rebellious  scoundrel,  and  receive  your 
sentence,  which  was  fint  to  be  flogged,  and  tJien  shot,  llie  un- 
fortunate man  surrendered  bis  keys  to  have  his  papers  searched, 
and  expressed  his  readiness  to  suffer  any  punishment  the  proof  of 
guilt  could  justify.  Mr.  Fitzgerald*s  answer  was,  '*  What»  you 
Carmelite  rascal,  do  you  dare  to  speak  after  sentence?**  He  then 
struck  him,  and  ordered  him  to  prison.  The  next  day  being 
brought  forth  to  undergo  his  sentence,  he  knelt  down  in  prayer^ 
with  his  hat  before  his  face.  Mr.  Fitzgerald  snatched  his  hat  from 
him  and  trampled  on  it,  seized  the  man  by  the  hair,  dragged  him 
to  the  earth>  kicked  him  and  cut  him  across  the  forehead  with  his 
sword,  then  had  him  stripped  naked,  tied  up  to  the  ladder,  and 
ordered  him  fifty  lashes.  Major  Rial,  an  olEcer  in  the  town« 
came  up  as  the  fitty  lashes  were  completed^  and  asked  Mr.  F. 
the  cause.  Mr.  Fitzgerald  handed  him  a  note  written  iu  Frendi| 
saying,  he  did  not  himself  understand  French,  though  he  under- 
stood Irish,  but  he  [Major  Rial]  would  find  in  that  letter  what 
would  justify  him  iu  flogging  the  scoundrel  to  death.     Major 
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to  drop  the  matter.     Mr,  T.  Judkin  Fitzgerald  after-     1799. 
wards  received  a  considerable  pension  for  his  active 
services  in  quelling  the  rebellion. 

Flushed  wilh  confluence,  the  Anti-Unionists  were  Regency 
determined  to  remove  every  obstacle,  that  they  con- 
ceived their  opponents  might  avail  themselves  of^  in 
bringing  the  measure  to  bear.  In  order  therefore  to 
shut  out  the  passibility  of  any  future  difference  be* 
tween  the  parliaments  of  the  two  kingdoms  in  the  ap- 
pointment p{  a  regent,  in  case  that  necessity  should 

Rial   read   the  Icrttir.     He  found  it  to  be  a  Dot«  for  the  victim^ 
which  he  thiu  translaled : 

••   SiK, 

"  I  AM  extremely  sorry  1  cannot  wait  on  you  at  th« 

hour  appointed^  being  unavoidably  obliged  to  attend  Sir  Laurence 

Par;»on3p 

Yonr's, 

Baron  de  Clues.** 

Notwitlstanding  tliis  translation,  ^'Ir.  FitzgcralJ  ordered  htm 
fifty  mor«  bshrs,  which  were  inflicted  wiih  such  peculiar  leve* 
rity,  thatthe  bowels  of  the  bleeding  victini  could  be  perceived  to 
be  convulsed  and  working  through  his  wounds !  Mr.  Fiizgerald 
finding  te  could  not  continue  the  application  of  bis  cat-o'-nine  fails 
on  that  part  without  catting  his  way  into  bit  body>  ordered  the 
waistbaid  of  his  breeches  to  be  cut  open,  and  fifty  more  lashes  to 
be  inflcted  there.  He  then  left  the  nnfortunnte  man  bleeding 
and  suspended,  while  he  went  to  the  hanack  to  demand  a  file  of 
men  D  come  and  shoot  him  ;  but  being  refii^xi  by  the  com* 
mandng  officer,  he  came  back  and  soQgbt  for  a  rope  to  hang  hini, 
bat  could  get  none.  He  tiicn  ordered  him  to  be  cut  down  and 
sent  back  to  prison^  where  he  was  confined  in  a  daik  ftmal)  roomj 
witi  no  other  furniture,  tlian  a  wretched  pallft  of  straw,  without 
eorering,  and  there  he  remained  six  or  seven  days  without  me* 
4Jca]  assi<itance  3 

2n  2 
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^99^  recur,  they  brought  forward  a  regency  bill  to  pnv 
vide  for  the  government  of  Ireland,  whenever  that 
of  Great  Britain  should  be  administered  by  a  regent 
or  regency ;  that  the  regal  power  of  the  realm  of 
Ireland  should  beezerdsed  or  administers  by  the  same 
person  or  persons,  in  ^om  the  exercise  and  adminis* 
tfation  of  the  regal  powers  of  the  imperial  crown  of 
Great  Britain  should  be  vested.  This  bill  was  fre- 
quently and  violently  debated.  The  majority  did  not 
find  it  an  adequate  remedy  for  die  evila  of  parlia> 
mentary  variance,  and  it  was  postponed  CO  the  1st  of 
August,  and  thus  lost  for  the  sesaon. 

Though  mimsters  had  gained  an  advantage  in  the 
^^f^  rejection  of  the  regency  bill,  it  did  not  insjMre 
!^f^  them  with  sufficient  confidence  to  risk  another  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject,  while  the  public  mind  was 
so  much  on  the  fret.  It  was  resolved  therefore,  that 
the  full  development  of  the  measure  should  be  de- 
ferred to  the  next  sesaon.  At  this  time  commenced 
the  singular  measure  of  shifting  seats  in  parliament*, 
for  the  open  accommodation  of  those,  who  wished 
to  vote,  and  those,  who  wished  to  avoid  voting  on 


•  An  instance  oocnrrcd  on  the  15th  of  May,  in  whidi  Lord 
Gastleieagh  manifeated  the  moat  bare^M^ed  partiality  of  govern- 
ment  in  refusing  the  escheatorship  of  Munster«  which  (Uce  our 
Chiltem  Hundreds)  vacates  the  seat  of  the  member  acoeptiDg,  la 
Colonel  Cole^  who  was  ordered  to  join  bis  corps  then  in  Cbrib ; 
hut,  who  being  a  strong  anti -unionist,  wished  to  introduce  JKr. 
Balfour,  who  entertained  the  like  sentiments ;  thus  compeliog 
Colonel  Cole  either  to  resign  his  commission,  or  to  give  the  aii- 
nister  the  advantage  of  a  vote  on  this  important  queation. 
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this  important  measure.  It  Is  matter  of  notoriety^  1^99^ 
that  the  whole  powers  q(  government  patrbiuigey  In* 
fluence,  and  emolument^  were  devoted  to  the  pro- 
selyti^sing  for  Union.  An  accommodadng  casuistry 
reconciled  some  of  the  polidcal  combatants  to  quit 
the  field  for  a  valuable  consideradon^  in  order  to 
let  in  others  to  fight  the  battle  they  were  ashamed 
to  engage  in:  tlius  squeamishly  refusing  the  wages 
of  prostitution^  whilst  they  enhanced  their  demands 
for  procuration. 

When  the  parliament  was  prorogued  on  the  1st  J^"^'**^ 
of  June,  the  commons  ?-t: ended  their  speaker  to  the  mcnt.and 

*  the  lord- 

House  of  Lords,   whLivi  his  excellency  delivered  a  lieutcnmi's 

,  tpccch, 

^eech  *  from  the  throne,  which  contained  the  fol- 
lowing special  communication  from  his  majesty,  that 
a  joint  address  of  tiie  two  houses  of  parliament  of 
Great  Britain  had  been  laid  before  his  majesty,  ac^ 
companied  by  resolutions  proposing  and  recommend* 
ing  a  complete  and  entire  union  between  Gre^t  Bri* 
tain  and  Ireland,  to  be  establbhed  by  the  mutual 
consent  of  both  parliaments,  founded  on  equal  and 
liberal  principles,  on  the  similaiity  of  laws,  consti* 
tution,  and  government,  and  on  a  sense  of  mutual 
Interest  and  affections.  The  session  of  the  British 
parliament  closed  on  the  ISth  of  July,  when  his 
majesty  assured  them  that  the  ultimate  security  of 
Ireland  could  alone  be  established  by  its  intimate  and 
entire  union  with  Great  Britain^. 

Ireland  was  now  neither  convulsed  with  rebellion,  JSJ^'^iy^ 
nor  perfectiy  tranquil.     Several  counties  were  pro-  ^•"^ 

*  19  Com.  Joura.  p.  HS.  f  9  Eng.  Deb,  p.  578. 
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•799'  clsumed.  The  presence  of  numerous  troops  kept  thtf 
malecontents  in  awe;  the  extraordinary  powers  of 
courts-martial  diffused  through  the  realm  effective 
terror.  Insuhs,  outrages,  and  depredations,  were  not 
infrequent.  The  quesnon  of  union  fanned  the  old 
or  raised  a  new  flame  of  discord.  On  both  sides  ar- 
tifices were  practised  to  obtain  signatures  to  addresses 
for  and  against  the  measure.  The  influence  of  go- 
vernment was  forwarded  by  the  presence  of  the  lord- 
lieutenant,  in  a  tour  he  made  through  many  counties 
with  that  view.  In  the  meanwhile  the  legislature 
of  Great  Britain  re-assembletl  on  the  24th  of  Sep* 
tember,  when  his  Majesty  expressed  his  confidence, 
that  the  disposition  of  the  parliament  of  Ireland  would 
be  found  to  correspond  with  that,  which  the  national 
council  of  Britain  had  manifested  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  an  union.  The  Marquis  of  Buckingham 
moved  the  address  of  thanks,  and  enforced  the  ex- 
pediency of  the  measure  from  his  experimental 
knowledge  of  Ireland. 
Efforts  to  In  January,  1800,  the  Marquis  of  Downshire,  Lord 
umo^!  *  Charlemont,  and  William  Brabazon  Ponsonby  sent 
circular  letters  to  the  gentry  and  yeomanry,  (as  au- 
thorised by  a  number  of  gentlemen  of  both  houses  of 
parliament,  thirty-eight  of  whom  were  representatives 
of  counties)  to  recommend  petitions  to  parliament 
against  a  legislative  union.  It  was  falsely  given  out 
that  the  anti-unionists  had  formed  a  stock-purse  *  for 


*  The  conduct  of  the  Marquis  of  Downshire  was  so  displeasing 
U>  govemmcDt,  that  he  was  remoyed  from  the  governmeDt  of  the 
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defraying  the  expenses  of  opposing  the  measure.     At     i^w* 
a  ineeiing  of  some  of  the  heads  of  the  party  in  Dub- 
lin, Lord  Dillon  made  such  a  proposal^  but  it  W2^  not 
followed  up. 

The  conduct  of  Lord  Comwaliis  was  politically  How  the 
kind  and  liberal  towards  the  Catholics,  in  order  to  acted  as  to 
engage  them  in  favour  of  the  union*  No  description 
of  persons  had  such  strong  reasons  for  opposing  that 
measure  as  the  body  of  Roman  Catholics,  who  by  it 
forfeited  all  the  constitutional  advantages  of  a  de* 
cided  majority .  of  an  independent  nation,  to  sink  into 
an  insignificant  minority  of  the  miited  kingdom.  At 
Dublin  a  large  portion  of  the  Catholic  residents  came 
forward  in  thfir  distinct  capacity  of  C:irhc:lics,  to  op« 
pose  it,  and  on  the  1 3th  of  Jnriuary^  held  a  numerous 
meeting,  at  which  they  pn:  ^d  and  published  some  re- 
solutions against  union*.  In  other  paits  of  the  king- 
dom Catholic  individuals  had  signed  addresses  and 
resolutions  promiscuously  with  their  Protestant  bre* 
thren  against  the  measure*  This  step  was  productive 
of  some  disunion  in  the  Catholic  body,  as  the  clergy 
and  several  respectable  Catholic  inhabitants  of  the 
city  of  Dublin  warmly  supported  the  lord-lieutenant  in 
the  measure*  The  Orangemen  more  wary,  in  order 
not  to  weaken  their  body  by  disunion^  published  an 

couDty>  from  the  colonelcy  of  the  royal  t>owntliire  regiment  of  1200 
men,  and  erased  from  the  list  of  privy  counsellors.  In  open  par- 
liament he  disclaimed  the  charge  of  any  oontributton. 

*  The  resolutions  of  the  Catholics  against  union,  and  of  tht 
Grand  Orange  Lodge,  to  abstain  from  discmung  th«  qiiettion,  art 
tm  be  seen  Hist.  Rev.  vol.  III.  gS3,  &c. 
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3^^    advertisement  from  their  grand  lodge  to  prevent  even 
the  discus^on  of  the  question  amongst  them. 


Effects  of        The  lord- lieutenant  was  satisfied  with  die  sacoes 

thr  prepa* 

ntiKy  steps  of  his  summer  excursion  through  the  kingdom.  The 
great  horror  of '  the  measure  had  abated  in  many 
places ;  in  some  the  original  opposers  had  now  be- 
come warm  advocates  in  its  favour.  It  had  not  be- 
come generally  popular,  although  it  had  ceased  to  be 
generallj  unpopular.  Preparations  were  made  on 
both  sides  for  the  parliamentary  contest  on  the  15th 
of  January,  on  which  day  Mr.  G  rattan  had  been 
elected  for  the  borough  of  Wicklow,  on  the  death  of 
Mr.  Gahan  deceased,  and  was  swora  in.  The  lord'^ 
lieutenant  made  a  long  speech  from  the  throne^ 
which  avoided  any  mention  of  or  reference  to  the 
union  *•  After  the  address  had  been  moved  and  ae- 
conded.  Sir  Lawrence  Parsons  inveq^hed  warmly 
against  the  ministerial  manceuvres  to  pack  a  paiiia- 
ment,  and  influence  its  members.  It  mattered  not 
whether  the  representatives  of  the  nation  were  turned 
out  of  thai  door  by  the  sword  of  the  army,  or  the 
gold  of  the  treasury ;  by  a  Cromwell  or  by  a  secre- 
tary; the  treason  against  the  constitution  was  the 
same.  He  then  moved  an  amendment  to  the  ad« 
dress,  connecting  the  desire  of  a  continuance  of  Bii^ 
tish  connexion  with  the  wish  for  the  preservation  of 
an  independent  resident  parliament.  This  brought 
on  a  most  mteresting  debate  f.     On  the  division,  (at 

*  It  may  be  seen.  Hist.  Rev.  vol.  III.  p.  984. 
t  Mr.Grattan  enterad  thit  boaie  betvrren  Mr.  WilHam  B.  Pon« 
fonby  and  Mr.  Arthur  Moore^  whilst  Mr.  Egaa  waa  on  hia  ]egt' 


ucncei;  of 
mini- 
ster'* ma* 
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ten  o'clock  m  the  morning)  96  voted  for  the  amend-  i^oo- 
ment,  138  against  it.  This  majority  of  42  exceeded 
the  warmest  expectations  of  government.  The  viceroy 
hoped  to  increase  it  by  allowing  an  interval  of  some 
weeks  to  pass,  before  he  sent  to  either  house  a  copy 
of  the  resolutions  of  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain. 

A  majority  of  42  flushed  government  with  confid-  conte. 
ence^  and  drove  the  Anti-unionists  almost  to  despe-  tile ! 
ration.     The    members  were  now  so    immoveably  jwlty.' 
marshalled,  that  further  changes  were  not  looked  to 
by  either  ade.     Some  solitary  instanoM  of  conversion 
did  appear.    In   order  to  counteract  the  first  effects 
of  this  ministerial  triumph  in  the  capital,  within  an 
hour  or  two  after  the  adjournment  of  the  house  of 
commons  (at  ten  o'clock,  on  the  1 6th  of  January)  an 
aggregate  meeting  of  the  freemen  and  fteehoUers 
of  the  city  of  Dublin  was  convened  by  instant  requi* 

actually  rcfenring  to  the  coostitution  of  1782.  The  re-appearance 
ID  parliament  of  the  founder  of  that  constitution  at  that  critical 
moment  and  under  those  awful  circumstances,  electrified  tho 
house  and  galleries  with  an  indescribable  emotion  of  terrific  jojT 
and  expectation.  On  rising  to  speak,  he  referred  to  the  adjust- 
ment of  1/82.  The  minister  of  Great  Britain^  he  said,  had  come 
forward  in  two  celebrated  productions }  he  declared  his  intoler- 
ance of  the  pariiamentaiy  constitution  of  Ireland ;  that  consti- 
tution, which  he  ordered  the  several  viceroyi  to  celebrate,  in  de» 
fence  of  which  he  recommended  the  Freiwh  war,  and  to  which 
he  swore  the  yeoman  ;  that  constitution  he  now  dedared  to  be  a 
miserable  imperfection,  concurring  willi  the  men,  whom  he  had 
executed  for  thinking  the  Irish  pariiament  a  grievance  5  differing 
from  them  in  the  remedy  only :  thcj  proposing  to  substitute  a 
republic,  and  he  the  joke  of  the  British  parliament.  This  great 
and  good  patriot  tallied  ail  the  powers  of  his  youth,  and  In  a  long 
speech  outstepped  his  usual  brilliaiicT:. 
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\^^^    sition,  at  which  they  passed  very  strong  resolutions  • 
against  Union. 
Mfctine:  nf      ^j  fj^g  meciinz  of  parliament  after  the  adjourn- 

parhanicrit  Or  J 

•ftir-d-  ment,  on  the  J  5th  of  February-,  1800^  petirions 
agdinst  a  legislative  Union  with  Great  Britain  were 
received  from  the  counties  of  Dublin^  Limerick, 
Wexford,  Cavan,  Longford,  Tipperary,  Galway, 
Meath,  and  Fermanagh ;  also  from  the  city  of  Li- 
merick, the  town  of  Belfast,  and  several  others. 
On  the  introduction  of  the  Tipperary  petition.  Sir 
L.  Parsons  took  occasion  of  stating  to  the  house, 
that  Major  Rogers,  who  commanded  at  Birr,  having 
been  toId«  that  there  was  an  intention  of  assembling 
the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  to  deliberate  on  the 
propriety  of  petitioning  against  a  legisdative  Union, 
the  major  replied  he  would  disperse  them  by  force  if 
they  attempted  it ;  he  had  applied  to  government  for 
directions  And  on  Sunday,  whilst  several  magistrates 
and  respectable  inhabitants  were  assembled  in  the 
session-house,  the  high-sherilT  (Mr.  Derby)  ordered 
them  to  disperse,  or  he  would  compel  them  j  they 

*  The  proceedings  of  that  nieeting  shew  the  spirit  of  the  dayi 
and  are  to  be  seen,  Hist.  Rev.  vol.  IJI.  p.  999.  Amongst  these  re- 
solutions there  was  a  most  enihusiasilc  panegyric  on  the  talents, 
virtue,  and  patriotism  of  Mr.  Grattan,  their  late  member.  Tbe 
quick  shifiings  of  the  popularis  aura  should  not  here  pass  ud* 
noticed,  llic  ingratitude  and  calumnies  of  Mr.  G rattan's  late 
constituents  hud  weighed  not  T^htly  in  the  scale,  which  turned 
that  gcniicnian's  resolution  to  retire  from  parliament.  They 
now  placed  hirn  at  the  head  of  the  triumvirate  of  their  (in* 
terestedj  afftctions  and  adoration^  with  Messrs.  Foster  and  Ogle, 
who  had  been  unceasing  objects  of  Mr.  Grattan*s  opposition  dur« 
ing  the  whole  course  of  his  political  career  in  parliament* 
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were  about  to  depart,  when  Major  Rogers  appeared    J^^o. 
at  the  head  of  a  column  of  troops^  with  four  pieces 
of  cannon  in  front,  with  matches  lighted,  ahd  declared 
that  he  waited  but  for  one  word  from  the  sheriff,  that 
he  might  blow  them  to  atoms !  These  were  the  dread- 
ful measures,  Sir  Laurence  said,  by  which  govern- 
ment endeavoured  to  force  the  Union  upon  the  people 
of  Ireland^  by  stifling  their  sentiments  and  dragooning 
them  into  submission.     He  then  proposed  two  reso- 
lutions to  the   house  of  the  following  effect:  1st* 
**  That  to  prevent  by  military  force  the  freeholders  of 
any  county  from  meeting  to  petition  parliament^  is  a 
gross  violation  of  the  privileges  of  this  house,  and  a 
subversion   of  the  constitution.      2d.  That    Verney 
Derby^   Esq.  and  Major  Rogers  do  attend  at  the  bar 
of  the  house  on  Wednesday  next.''     Lord  Castle- 
reagh  said,  that  he  had  never  before,  either  in   his 
official  or  parliamentary  capacity,  heard  a  syllable  of 
the  matter  then  stated  to  the  house.    As  an  acknow* 
ledged  truism,  Sir  Laurence  Parsons  withdrew  his  first 
resolution,  and  the  second  passed  unanimously.     No- 
thing however  appears  to  have  been  done  upon  it. 

Lord  Castlereagh  acquainted  the  house,  that  he  had  Mcssif^c 
a  *  message  from  his  excellency  the  lord-lieutenant,  loid-iieute- 

nant  -bout 
Union*  • 
*  ''  CoRi«WALLIf« 

'*  At  the  close  of  the  last  session,  in  obedience  to  the 
particalar  coramaods,  which  I  received  from  hi4  Majesty,  I  ac- 
quainted this  parliament^  that  a  joint  address  of  the  two  houses  of 
parliament  of  Great  Britain  had  been  laid  before  lii<  Majesty,  ac- 
companied by  resolutions  propos'<ng  the  recommending  a  complete 
and  entire  Union  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  to  be  es. 
tablishcd  by  the  mutual  consent  of  both  parliaments,  founded  on 
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i8oa  which  he  read;  and  then  proceeded  to  lay  cpcA 
the  plan  of  the  Union,  which  he  now  looked  up  to 
as  a  certainty;  he  spoke  witn  peculiar  confidence  of 
the  change  of  sentiment,  which  had  taken  place  in 
the  minds  of  many,  who  were  last  year  hostile  to  the 
measure*  He  concluded  a  detailed  exposition  of  the 
plan  nearly  in  the  fbilowikig  words :  ^^  Having  now 
gone  through  the  outline  <^  the  plan  with  as  nuich 
conciseness  as  possible^  I  trust  I  have  proved  to  everj 


equal  and  fibend  prindples,  on  the  simlljiriijr  of  constituyoo  and 
govenunent,  and  on  a  lenae  of  mutual  interests  and  aflTectioni. 

'*  I  have  it  now  further  in  command  from  bis  Majesty  to  hjr 
those  resolutions  before  this  house»  and  solemnly  to  recommcni 
to  the  consideration  of  bis  ftitbful  coinaxxis  tbc  great  objects  thq^ 
embrace. 

*'  His  Majesty  bas  obaerved  with  iocrea<$ing  satislaction«  that 
the  sentiments  which  have  continued  to  be  manifested  in  fiiTor  of 
thift  important  and  salutaiy  measure  by  such  numerous  and  respect- 
able descriptions  of  his  Irish  subjects,  confirm  the  hope  be  bai 
expressed,  that  its  accoropliflbment  will  prove  to  be  as  much  the 
joint  wish  as  it  unquestionably  is  the  common  interest  of  both  his 
kingdoms:  an  event  to  which  his  Majesty  looks  forward  with  the 
utmost  earnestness,  as  the  only  means,  by  which  the 
interests  of  all  his  people  can  be  indissolubly  united,  and 
curity  and  happiness  can  be  permanently  established. 

*'  Mis  Majesty  therefore  relies  on  the  wisdom  of  his  parliaraentSf 
and  the  lo)  al  concurrence  of  his  people  for  the  complc^tion  of 
this  great  work,  with  a  firm  persuasion  thst  a  fnW  and  unreserved 
participation  of  constitutional  and  comiDercial  advantages  will 
augment  and  perpetuate  the  prosp'  rity  of  his  subjects  of  liis  anited 
kingdom,  and  that  under  the  favour  of  Divine  IVovidence  the 
frecdoin  and  power  of  the  BriUih  empire  will  be  eatablisbed  on  a 
foundation  not  to  be  shaken  by  the  eflforts  either  of  iU  foreign  or 
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man,  who  hears  me,  that  the  proposal  is  sach  a  one,  as  isoo. 
is  at  once  honourable  for  Great  Britain  to  offer,  and 
for  Ireland  to  accept.  It  is  one,  which  will  entirely 
remove  from  the  execudve  power  those  anomalies^ 
which  are  the  perpetual  sources  of  jealousy  ynd  dis- 
content. It  is  one,  which  will  relieve  the  apprehen- 
sions of  those,  who  feared  that  Ireland  was,  in  conse- 
quence  of  an  Union,  to  be  biirthened  with  the  debt 
of  Britain.  It  is  one,  which,  by  establishing  a  fair 
principle  of  contribution,  tends  to  release  Ireland 
from  an  expense  of  one  million  in  dme  of  war,  and 
of  500,0001.  in  dme  of  peace*  It  is  one^  which 
increases  the  resources  of  our  commerce,  protects  our 
manufactures,  secures  to  us  the  Bridsh  market,  and 
encourages  all  the  produce  of  our  soil.  It  is  one^ 
that^  by  uniting  the  ecclesiasdcal  establishments^  and 
consolidating  the  legislatures  of  the  empire,  puts  an 
end  to  religious  jealousy,  and  removes  the  possibility 
of  separation.  It .  is  one,  that  places  the  great  ques- 
don,  which  has  so  long  agitated  the  country,  upon 
the  broad  principles  of  imperial  policy,  and  divests  it 
of  all  its  local  difficulties.  It  is  one,  that  establishes 
such  a  representation  for  the  country,  as  must  lay 
asleep  for  ever  the  question  of  parliamentary  reform, 
which,  combined  with  our  religious  divisions,  has 
produced  all  our  distractions  and  calamities."  The 
house  divided,  at  a  very  late  hour,  1 58  for,  and  115 
against  the  measure  of  Unicm*^* 

*  When  the  munber  of  the  plaoenien«  pentionen,  and  other  in« 
floenced  memben^  who  voted  on  the  kte  diviaoD  is  oomidered,  the 
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>8oa  On  the  10th  of  February  Lord  Clare  brought  on 
The  pim  ^^  matter  on  the  order  of  the  day  for  taking  his 
th"i»«j!  Majesty's  message  into  consideration.  His  lordship  • 
bad  frequently  and  pubtickly  pledged  himself  to  carry 
it  throm(h,  and  he  effected  it.  He  concluded  his 
elaborate  and  animated  speech  with  the  following 
observation :  '*  that  if  he  lived  to  see  that  measure 
completed,  to  his  latest  hour  he  should  feel  an  honor- 
able  pride  in  reflecting  on  the  share  he  might  have 
had  in  contributing  to  effect  it  !•*'     The  majority  of 

minister  had  bat  ilendrr  gpremiidt  for  triumphing  in  his  majority  of 
43,  if  from  it  were  to  be  collected  the  genuine  tense  of  the 
independent  part  of  that  bouse  and  of  the  people  of  Ireland^  whom 
they  reprcMrnled.  So  predetermined  however  was  the  BritUi 
cabinet  to  force  the  measure  upon  Ireland  in  that  favorable  op- 
portunity of  her  weakness  and  fears,  that  lavish  recourse  was  had 
to  the  powers  of  patronage  and  ioflui-nce.  Many«  it  is  to  be  feared^ 
in  b(^lh  houses  sacrifici:d  thtir  convictions.  Twenty  seven  new 
titles  were  added  to  the  peerage  j  promotinus,  grants,  concessions, 
arrangements,  promises  were  lavished  with  a  profusion  never  before 
known  in  that  country.  Pity  for  both  sides,  that  so  great  and 
important  a  political  measure  should  owe  any  part  of  its  success, 
to  other  than  the  means  of  temperate  reason  and  persuasion. 

♦  Having  heretofure  referred  to  parts  of  this  noble  lord's  speech 
delivered  on  that  occasion,  and  al<o  to  Mr.  Grattan^s  written 
answer  to  it.  we  recommend  them  both  as  valuable  repertories  of 
true  and  interesting  repre<entations  of  facis  and  characters  pecu- 
liarly important  to  the  modern  history  of  Ireland. 

t  Notwithstanding  this  declaration,  it  is  repor^cd^  tliat  this  nobl* 
lord  felt  so  sensibly,  after  the  Union,  the  loss  of  his  own  power 
and  consequence,  of  wlucli  he  was  inordinately  fond,  that  it  preyed 
upon  hifl  spirits^  and  contribnted  to  iia^ten  his  dissolution.  He 
avowed  in  his  laiit  illness,  that  of  all  the  political  actions  of  his 
life  he  most  repented  of  his  exertions  to  bring  about  the  Union- 
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49  (the  numbers  being  75  against  26)  in  the  lords     1800. 
shewed,  that  the  British  cabinet  had  more  strength  in 
the  lords  than  the  commons.     The  further  considera- 
tion of  the  measure  was  postponed  by  the  lords  to  the 
14th,  and  by  the  commons  to  the  17th  of  Miich. 

On  the  1 7th  of  March,  the  chancellor  of  the  ex-  Debated  in 
chequer,  Mr.  Corry,  opened  the  subject  by  retracing  mons! 
his  old  ground  of  argument,  which  he  interspersed 
with  much  personal  acrimony  and  abuse,  directed 
particularly  at  Mr.  Grattan,  who  vindicated  himself 
in  strong  language,  and  retorted  upon  his  opponent 
the  insinuations  of  unconstitutional  and  treasonable 
conduct.  Mr.  Corry  replied  with  redoubled  severity ; 
and  Mr.  Gnittan  rejoined  with  such  increased  power 
of  censure,  as  threw  the  onus  of  resentment  com* 
pletely  on  Mr.  Corry  *.     After  a  long  debate,  a  mo- 

His  ambition  aspired  to  rule  the  British  councils,  as  he  had  so  long 
directed  those  of  Ireland.    There  he  failed. 

*  The  house  saw  the  inevitable  consequences.  The  speaker 
(tlie  house  was  in  committee ;  sent  tor  Mr.  Grattan  into  his  cham« 
ber,  and  pressed  his  inlerpositiou  fur  an  amicable  adjustment, 
which  Mr  Grattan  positively  refused^  aayingj  he  saw,  and  had 
been  some  time  awurc  of  a  set  made  at  him,  to  p'siol  him  off  on 
that  question  ;  therefore  it  was  as  well  the  ezpr'riment  were  tried 
then  as  at  any  other  time.  Botti  pnrties  had  instantly  left  the 
house  upon  Mr.  Graitan's  firi&hing  liis  speech.  Matters  having 
been  speedily  adjusted  by  the  secon  s,  they  proceeded  in  h:ickney 
coaches  to  a  field  on  the  Ball's  Bridge  road,  which  they  reached 
about  twiiight.  It  was  agreed,  that  they  should  level  and  fire  at  their 
own  option.  The  first  shot  on  both  sides  did  no  mischief;  Mr. 
Grattan's  passed  through  Mr.  Corry's  coat.  On  the  second  level 
there  was  much  science  and  pistol  play.  Mr.  Grattan,  with 
nnshakeo    steadiness^   kept   his   man   accurately   covered^   and 
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^Mo.  tion  wa»  made  for  adjournment,  which  bemg  rejected, 
the  first  day  of  the  following  January  was  fixed  for 
the  commencement  of  the  Union  of  the  kingdoms. 
Various  objections  were  ineffectually  taken  by  some  of 
the  Anti-unionists  to  the  different  provisions  of  the 
bill,  as  they  were  discussed  in  the  committee.  Sir 
John  Pamell  moved  for  an  address  to  the  King  to 
convoke  a  new  parliament  before  any  final  arrange- 
ment cf  Union  should  be  adopted.  This  motion  pro- 
duced a  vi-arm  debate^  which  ended  at  four  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  in  a  division  of  J(M  for  the  motion. 
irifth  Piir.  A  mcssage  was  sent  to  the  House  of  Lords^  im* 
Ki!Tm  th^  pot^ng,  that  the  conummt  had  agreed  to  the  articles* 


articlct  of 
Unioo. 


rcferved  hit  shot  to  make  it  more  ^Bcne,  which  Mr.  Conj  per- 
ceiving, called  to  his  aeooiid»  and  it  vai  lettled  upon  the  hoaonr 
of  the  parties,  that  both  should  fire  together.  Mr.  Cony  miocd 
his  ainif  and  Mr.  Grsttan's  ball  hit  his  aotagonist  on  the  fcoackle 
of  his  left  band«  which  be  had  extended  across  his  breast  to  protect 
hii  right  side^  and  taking  a  direction  along  his  wrists  did  no  other 
injur) . 

Ttie  populace,  notwithstanding  the  quickness  and  aecrecj,  widi 
which  the  btisiiiess  ^aa9  conducted^  followed  the  parties  to  the 
ground,  and  there  was  reason  to  fear,  had  Mr.  Grattan  fidlen,  that 
hi«  antagonist  would  hare  been  sacrificed  on  the  spot  to  the  le- 
senimetit  of  tl)e  populace,  so  enthusiastically  were  they  devoted  to 
thcfii  favourite.  The  issus  of  this  afFtir  reached  the  House  of 
Commons,  whilst  tlic^y  were  still  in  debate  at  half-past  eight  in  the 
morning^.  Before  Mr.  Grattan  went  to  the  ground,  a  most  aficct- 
ing  and  truly  Roman  meeting  took  place  between  him  and  Mrs. 
Grattan.  That  gentleman  was  as  eminent  for  the  endearments 
of  domestic  felicity,  as  he  was  conspicuous  for  his  exertiona  io  the 
cause  of  ih.;  people. 

*  These  articles  ars  to  be  seen  in  the  Appeodis  to  Historical 
Review,  No.CXIX 
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of  the  Union;  and  on  the  27th,  the  peers  intimated  >800. 
to  the  other  house,  that  they  had  adopted  them  with 
some  alterations  and  additions.  The  amendments 
were  approved  of  by  the  commons ;  and  Lord  Castlo* 
reagh  immediately  proposed  an  address  to  his  Majesty, 
in  which  both  houses  concurred*  In  this  address  they 
declared,  that  they  cwdially  embraced  the  principle  of 
incorporating  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  into  one  king- 
dom, by  a  -complete  and  entire  Union  of  their  legis* 
latures;  that  they  considered  the  resolutions  of  the 
British  parliament  at  wisely  calculated  to  form  the 
basis  of  such  a  settlement ;  that  by  those  propositions 
they  had  been  guided  in  their  proceedings ;  and  that 
the  resolution3  now  offered  were  those  articles,  which 
if  approved  by  the  lords  and  commons  of  Great 
Britain,  they  were  ready  to  confirm  and  ratify,  in 
order,  that  the  same  might  be  established  for  ever  by 
the  mutual  consent  of  both  parliaments.  The  plan  of 
the  Union  was  thus  left  to  the  final  consideration  of 
the  British  legislature. 

The  articles  of  Union   passed  through   the  Irish  Articles  of 
parliament,  as  they  had  been  originally  framed  by  the  ^^^^yh  b». 
British  ministry,  and  were  broughr  forward  in  the  BrTiilh*pM^ 
House  of  Lordsy  as  terms  proposed  by  the  lords  and  ^^*°^^ 
commons  of  Ireland,  in  the  form  of  resolutions  on  the 
2d  day  of  April,  1800,  by  the  Duke  of  Portland,  with  a 
message  from  the  King.     The  articles  went  through  a 
long  and  minute  discussion  in  both  houses,     rhe  op- 
position to  them  was  firm,  but  proceedeti  from  few. 
A  joint  address  from  both  houses  was  presented  to  his 
Majesty.    The  plan  was  then  transmitted  to  Ireland ; 
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1800/    and  each  parliament  proceeded  to  carry  into  efect  the 
articles  by  a  bill.     Although  the  AntJ-nnJonislK  had 
been  so  constantly  baffled,  they  persisted  in  duyttfing 
every  inch  of  the  ground.  As  a  separate  bill  was  thought 
necessary  for   regulating   the  election  of  the  repre> 
sentatives  of  Ireland  in  the  imperial  parliamlent,  Loid 
Castlereagh  moved  for  leave  to  introduce  it  before  the 
•general  bill  of  Union*  Amongst  others  this  singular  ob- 
jection was  raised  by  the  Anti-unionists  to  the  measure: 
that  as  the  clergy  was  only  shut  out  of  their  right  to 
agistment  tithe  by  a  vote  of  the  Lriak  Houseof  Coaunon^ 
from  the  moment   of  the  abcdition  of  that  houses 
which  passed  the  vote^   there  would    be  an  end  te 
any  authority,  which  could  preserve  the^grazing  land 
of  the  kingdom  from  the  common  law  right  of  the 
clergy  %o  their  agistment  tithe.    That  thenceforth  die 
Irish  clergy  would  be  in  a  situatbn  of  demanding  and 
enforcing  their  agistment  tithe  in  Ireland,    as  effec* 
tually  as  the  English  clergy  could  in  England.     Lord 
Castlereagh  greedily  obviated  the  objection    by   sa- 
crificing the  rights  of  the  church  to  the  policy  of  the 
British  ministers  in    carrying    the  Union.     An  act 
was  instantly  passed  *  by  acclamation  to  counteract 
in  this  particular  the  18th  article  of  the  Union  then 
approved  of  by  the  houses  of  each  legislature ;  viz« 
that  the  churches  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  should 
be  united,  subject  to  the  same  regulations  as  are  at 
present  by  law  established.      After  the  several  arti* 

♦  Ou  the  12th  of  June,  ItOO,  was  passed  an  act  io  quiet  and 
lor  all  claims  of  tithe  agistment  for  dry  ond  barren  cattle.  Vid, 
l>ef.  p.  |08,.tcc« 
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cles  had  been  adjusted  and  agreed  to  by  each  house^  i<oo. 
the  resolutions  were  formed  into  a  bill>  and  the  mo- 
tion for  bringing  in  a  bill  for  the  Union  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  was  carried  by  160  against  100, 
When  it  was  in  the  committee.  Lord  Corry  moved  a 
long  address  to  his  Majesty  against  the  completion  of 
the  bill  \  which  after  a  heated  debate  was  negatived 
by  a  majority  of  58.  The  bill  was  carried  up  to 
the  House  of  Peers  by  Lord  Castlereagh,  where  it 
was  read  a  third  time  on  the  1 3th  of  June  f.  A  pro- 
test was  entered  by  the  Duke  of  Leinster  and  the 
other  dissenting  peers. 

No  part  of  the  plan  now  remained  for  the  secretary  Compcn$«. 
to  bring  forward,  but  the  scheme  of  compensation,  rough  pro- 
This  he  plausibly  ushered  in  upon  a  principle  of 
justice  \  he  proposed  a  grant  of  1,26090001.  for  those, 
who  should  suffer  a  loss  of  patronage,  and  be  de- 
prived of  a  source  of  wealthy  by  the  disfranchisement 
of  84  boroughs  at  the  rate  of  15^0001.  for  each# 
Mr.  Saurin,  Mr.  J.  Claudius  Beresford,  and  Mr. 
Dawson  maintained,  that  the  grant  of  compensation 
to  those,  who  had  no  right  to  hold  such  species  of 
property,  would  be  an  insult  to  the  public  and  an 
mfnngement  of  the  constitution.  Mr.  Prendergast 
defended  the  proposition,  alleging,  that,  though  such 

*  This  address,  which  ii  ^nerally  attributed  to  the  pen  of  Mr. 
Grattan,  aod  was  moved  for  by  the  Anti -unionists  as  their  solemn 
prottst  to  posterity  against  the  measure^  is  to  be  sren  in  the  Ap- 
pendix to  Hist  Rey.  No.  CXX.  and  is  highly  interesting. 

f  8  Lords*  Journ.  p.  463.  The  division  was  41  against  14, 
The  protest  is  to  be  seen  in  the  Appendix^  to  I^st  Rev.  No.CXXr. 
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^^  possessioiis  nughi  ha^e  been  Tidoiis  in  thor  drigin^ 
yet,  from  prescripdve  usage,  and  from  baring  beea 
the  subjects  of  contracts  and  fiuouly  settlements,  tbef 


ooold  not  be  confiscated,  widiout  a  breach  of  bonor 
and  {Hopriety.  In  tbe  House  of  Peers  diis  bill  ^ras 
chiefly  opposed  by  the  Earl  of  Famham;  but  tt  pasnd 
into  law  with  little  opposition  in  eidier  house;  die 
Anti-unionists  having  now  given  up  the  question  u 
lost*. 

Soon  after  die  Unicm  bill  had  passed  through  bocb 
^^^^^  houses  of  the  Iridi  pariiament,  Mr.  Htt  brought  a 
^British  \^  Jq  iIi^  same  form  into  the  Briti^  House  of  Com- 
mons* It  proceeded  through  the  usual  stages,  with- 
out occasioning  any  important  debate ;  and  was  sent, 
on  the  24th  of  June,  to  the  peers.  On  the  SOrh, 
Lord  Grenville  moved  for  its  third  reading,  declar- 
ing, that  he  rose  for  that  purpose  with  greater  plea- 
sure, than  he  had  ever  before  felt  in  makmg  any  pro- 
position to  their  lordships.  The  Marquis  of  Down- 
shire  merely  said,  that  his  opinion  of  the  measure 
remained  unaltered,  and  that  be  would  therefore  give 
the  bill  his  decided  negative.     It  passed  without  a 

^  Abso  much  heat  and  z<a)  attended  this  inleirsting  cocmt 
throughout,  it  maj  be  gratifyiog  to  tbe  curious  reader  to  see  tbe 
list  of  those,  who  voted  oo  tbe  o(.posite  udes,  A  correct  list  is  also 
given  of  the  different  writs,  which  issued  iD  tbe  bst  jear  of  the 
Irish  parlianaent,  viz.  in  1800,  with  a  view  to  parliamentaij  ar« 
rangcments  in  voting  for  tbe  Union  (Vide  Index  to  the  Appendix 
of  Vol.  XiX.  of  Ccm.  Journ.  Pan  II.  and  also  a  list  of  the  Irish 
Parliamentary  Annuitants.)  All  are  to  be  seen  in  the  Appendix  to 
liist.  Ucv.  No.  CXXII.  together  with  ample  details  of  \ht 
debates  on  the  qucstiou  of  Union* 
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division ;  and,  on  the  2d  of  July,  it  received  the  royal  ^*JJ^ 
assent,  when  his  Majesty  thus  iddressed  the  two 
houses*  ^'  With  peculiar  satisfaction  I  congratulate 
you  on  the  success  of  the  steps,  which  you  have  taken 
for  effecting  an  entire  Union  between  my  kingdoms^ 
This  great  measure,  on  which  my  wishes  have  been 
long  earnestly  bent,  I  shall  ever  consider  as  the  hap«' 
piest  event  of  my  reign."  The  royal  assent  was  given 
in  Ireland  to  the  Union  bill  on  the  1st  of  August^  the 
anniversary  of  the  accession  of  the  House  of  Bruns- 
wick to  the  thrones  of  these  realms.  The  next  daf^ 
the  lord- lieutenant  put  an  end  to  the  session  with  an 
appropriate  speech  from  the  throne  *. 

*  "  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

"The  whole  business  of  this  important  seskion  being  at 
length  happily  concluded,  it  is  with  the  most  sincere  satisf^jction^ 
that  I  communicate  to  you  by  his  Majesty's  eiipress  command, 
his  warmest  acknowledgments  for  that  aident  zeal  and  unshakea 
perseverance,  which  you  have  so  conspicuously  manifested  in  ma» 
curing  and  completing  the  great  measure  of  a  legislative  Union  be- 
tween this  kingdom  and  Great  Britain. 

"  The  proofs  you  have  given  on  this  occasion  of  your  uniform 
attachment  to  the  real  welfare  of  your  country,  inseparably  con- 
nected with  the  security  and  prosperity  of  the  empire  at  large,  not 
only  entitle  you  to  the  full  approbation  of  your  sovereigQ,  and  to 
the  applause  of  your  fellow-subjects,  but  must  afford  you  the  surest 
claim  to  the  gratitude  of  posterity, 

«'  You  will  regret  with  his  Majesty,  the  reverses  which  his  Ma- 
jesty's allies  have  experienced  on  the  Continent ;  but  his  Majesty 
is  persuaded^  that  the  firmness  and  public  spirit  of  his  subjects  will 
enable  him  to  persevere  in  that  line  of  conduct,  which  will  best 
provide  for  the  honor,  and  the  essential  interests  of  his  domiuionSi 
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noa         The  example  of  the  Scotch  Union  was  followed  bf 

Selection  of  Irebnd  in  the  iormgtiun  of  their  first  quota  of  the  im* 

lAic  Union 

■Kmbers.  penal  parJiamcnt.  No  new  election  was  resorted  to, 
but  the  most  zealous  supporters  of  the  measure  were 
generally  rewarded  with  seats  in  the  imperial  legisla- 
fiiire  *•  In  consequence  of  the  proclamations  issued  ia 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  for  the  purpose,  a  selection 
was  made  of  the  persons  to  represent  the  boroughs 
of  Ireland  in  the  imperial  parliament.  At  ten  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  the  deputy  clerk  of  the  crown  and 
h%[iaper  and  several  members  attended  in  the  place  of 
meeting  of  the  1  louse  of  Commons,  where  the  names 
of^ch  members^  as  were  to  be  ballotted  were  written 

whose  means  and  resources  have  now  by  your  wisdom  been  moir 
*  closely  and  intimately  combined. 

*•  Gentlf  men  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

'*  I  AM  to  thank  you  in  his  Majesty's  name^  for  the  li- 
beral supplies,  whicli  you  have  cheerfully  granted  for  the  various 
and  important  branches  of  the  public  servxe  in  the  present  year. 

"  His  Majrsty  his  also  witnessed  with  pleasure  that  Mise 
liberality,  whicii  will  enable  him  to  make  a  just  and  equitable 
retribution  to  those  bnclics  and  individuals,  whose  privileges  and 
interests  are  ?«Hec(cd  by  the  Ui)ion,  and  he  has  also  seen  widi 
satisfaction  that  atiention  to  the  internal  prosperity  of  this  CouDtry» 
which  I)as  been  so  conspicuously  tesiiik'4  by  the  encouragement 
ycu  have  given  to  the  improvement  and  extension  of  its  inland 
navigation." 

*  Not  one  of  the  28  p-ers,  who  opposed  the  Union,  was  elected. 
Amoncjst  the  100  commoners,  some  ie\s'  of  the  An ti  unionists 
apn<  a;  5  such  as  Mr.  Foster,  Sir  John  Pnmell,  Mr.  Ogle,  Sir 
Lf.wrence  Pa'^sons,  Mr.  W.  B.  Ponsonby,  Mr.  J.  C.  Beresford> 
Lord  Corry,  &c. 
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upon  slips  of  paper,  and  drawn  from  a  glass  placill  v!f??# 
upon  the  table. 

On  the  SiSt  of  December,  1800,  his  Majesty  eOk  Compietii^ 
tered  the  House  of  Peers,  when  the  usher  of  the  blac^  Unioai  ^ 
rod  was  sent  to  desire  the  attendance  of  the  commoner 
Several  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  appeared  >  ^ 
at  the  bar,  preceded  by  the  speaker,  who  addressed 
his  Majesty  in  a  dignified  and  impressive  speeciv 
That  part  of  it,  which  related  to  Ireland  was  as  follows  : 
^'  These,  Sire,  the  last  proceedings  of  your  parliament 
previous  to  the  great  era  now  on  the  point  of  cpui* 
mencing,  are  the  indication  and  result  of  that  ooa»- 
mon  interest  and  fellow-feeling  with  the  people, j^bf 
which  it  has  ever  been  actuated,  and  which  are  the 
best  safeguard  of  all  that  is  most  valuable  in  society. 
To  that  era  your  commons  look  forward  with  si  cotf- 
fident  expectation,  that  the  consolidated  wisdom  and 
authority  of  the  legislature  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, under  the  auspicious  government  of  your  Ma- 
jesty, and  your  illustrious  house,  will  diffuse  through- 
out every  part  of  the  united  kingdom  the  full  be- 
nefits of  that  constitution,  which  has  been  proved  to 
be  favorable,  in  an  unexampled  degree,  to  the  enjoy- 
ment  of  civil  liberty  and  pUbKc  prosperity  ;  which 
cannot  therefore  fail  to  animate  the  zeal  and  deter- 
mination of  those,  who  may  share  its  blessings,  to 
cherish  and  maintain  it  during  their  own  times,  and  to 
transmit  it  as  the  best  inheritance  to  their  posterity." 
His  Majesty  was  then  pleased  to  make  a  most  gracious 
speech  from  the  throne  to  both  houses  of  parliament : 
iifterwards  th^  lord- chancellor^  by  his  Mijcsty's  com* 
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**W*^  'mand,  prorogued  the  parliament  to  the  2 2d  day  of 
January,  1801,  when  the  members  were  summoned  by 
a  proclamation  read  by  the  clerk  at  the  table,  to  attend 
in  their  places.  Immediately  after  his  Majesty  had  left 
the  house^  he  held  a  grand  council,  in  which  several  ar- 
rangements required  by  that  grand  event  were  settled. 
In  honor  of  the  Union  many  promotions  were  made, 
and  several  new  titles  created.  On  the  next  day,  viz. 
the  first  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
one,  the  incorporate  Union  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  was  formally  announced  by  proclamation.* 
Thus  was  accomplished  the  incorporate  Unioo  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 

*  On  the  lame  day  was  pnblished  ■nother  prodamatioo,  de- 
daring  what  ensigns  and  colours  should  be  borne  at  sea,  in  mer- 
chant ships  or  vessels  belongipg  to  his  Majesty'a  sobjects  of  tht 
united  kingdonij  for  which  see  Appendix^  No.  CXXIV.  His 
Majrsty's  sj^eech  and  the  several  proclamations  here  referred  t« 
are  to  be  seen,  Hist.  Rev.  voL  III.  lO^l  to  X076. 
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Absentii^tax,  proposed  by  Lord 
Harcourt,  and  rejected,  ii.  168 
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further  growth  of  popery,  ii.  85 
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—  -  his  knowledge,  how  trans- 
mitted, L  %S 

Address  of  the  Commons  to  the 
throne^  upon  pensions,  negativ 
ed,  ii.  149 

ditto,  for  redress  of  griev- 
ances, ii. 

to  I/)rd  Lieutenant,  for  pa* 
pers  about  septennial  bill,  ii. 
130 

—  on  the  septennial  bill  being 
arrested  in  England,  ii.  151 

the  King's  ungracious  an- 
swer to  it,  ib» 
Adbua's,  discovery  of  Ireland,  i.  1 1 
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Pope  Alexander's  confirma- 
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ii.  501 
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insincerity  and  duplicity  of 
herself  and  ministers,  iu  37>  49 
oppresses  her  catholic  sub- 


jects with  a  severe  code  of  laws^ 
li.  41 
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the  Presbyterians,  ii.  47 

adverse  to  the  whig  party  in 
Ireland,  ii.  54 

creates  12  new  peers,  ii.  56. 

favours  and  commends  chan- 
cellor Phipps,  ii.  60-1 
—  averse  from  the  Hanover  suc- 
cession, ii.  6i 

irritated  at  being  forced  to 
proclaim  a  reward  of  50,000/.for 
apprehending  the  pretender  her 
brother,  ib» 

hurt   at  Leslie's  failure  to 


convert  her  brother  to  the  pro- 
tectant faith,  ib. 

mortified  at  the  conduct  of 


her  council,  ii.  63 

taken  ill  and  dies  within  S 
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to  the  throne  on  retrenchment^ 
11.251 
Brou/n,  opposed  by  the  tttomey- 

general  (Filz  Gibbon),  ii.  «52 
Bruce^  Robert,  beaU  the  English 
at  Bannockbum,  i.  f04 

Edw.  lands  in  Ireland,  i.  205 
crowned  at  Dundalk,  r^. 
falls  in  battle,  i.  909 
Bmckingbam,    Marquis  of,    vide 

Temph. 
Buckingbamsbire^  Lord,  succeeds 
LordHarcourt,  ii.  177 

admits  the  financial  difficuU 
ties  of  the  kingdom,  ii.  1 78 
weak  gmtrnment  of,  ii.  186 
prorogues  parliament,  ii.  1 96 
unpopular  m  Ireland  and  dis- 
appio*  <  d  of  in  England,  ib. 
'•^—  recalled    and  succeeded  by 

Lfird  CarliOe,  i3. 
Burdfttf  Sir  Francis,  second?  Mr. 
Fox's  motion  for  an  address  to 
the  throne  for  allaying  the  dis- 
turbanc'  5  of  Ireland,  ii.  393 
Burgby  Mr.  Hussey,  proposes  nn 
amenJmeiU  for  free  trade,  ii.  1 S5 
—  his  amiable  character,  ib. 
Burgundy^    Duchess   of,   her  in- 
trigues against  Henry  VII.    i. 
267,  570^  2S0 
Buriiy  Edmund,  his  ideas  of  pub- 
lishing Irish  annals,  i.  1*85 
—  his  opinion  of  the  revolution 
of  1688  as  to  Ireland,  ii.  2 

his  opinion  of  the  penal  code 
under  Ann,  ii.  35 

hischaracterofGeo.II.ii.I53 
hi-  opinion  of  Mr,  Gardiner's 
catholic  bill,  ii.  216 

his  book  on  the  French  Re- 
volution and  defection  from  the 
Whig  party,  ii.  309 

his  letter  to  Sir  Here.  Lang- 
rishc  on  the  catholic  claims,  ii. 
308 


Burke^  Richard,  Agent  \o  the  Ca- 
tholics, ii.  308 

—  imprudently  ventures  into 
the  House  of  CommoiMS  ii. 
314 

Bursicm,  Counsellor,  his  opinion 
of  the  lej^lity  of  catholic  dele- 
gation, ii  394* 

Buil^Tj  Simon,  chairman  to  the 
society  of  united  Irishmen  sf 
Dublin,  ii.  306 

publishes  digest   of  papciy 
laws,  ii.  523 

his  opinion  of  legality  of  ca- 
tholic delegation,  ii.  S84 
■      Rev.  Mr,,  bis  nnufder  ding- 
ed on  the  catholics,  ii.  S4I 

Bfn?r,  Pat.  the  bookseller^  cosi- 
mittcd  for  birb-treason,  ii.  4S0 

■  Michael  Vi^illiam,  executed 
contra;  y  to  agreement  with 
guvemment,  ii.  498 

Cabal y  why  so  called,  i.  433 
,  their  plans  to  alter  the  con- 
stitution of  Great  Brit,  i,  437 
,  encourage    plots   and    plot- 


ters, il\ 
Cabinet y  vide  English, 
Cabyrhiy  what,  i.  867 

,  their  antiquity,  i.  878 

,  indccencv  ot^  i.  130-I 

Camden^    his  authority  in  fa\'our 
of  Ireland,  i.  lil6-7. 

Earl   of.  his  speech  in  the 

British  Peers  in  favour  of  Ire- 
land, ii.  1 8(1 

arrives   in  Dublin   as  Lord 


Lieutenant,  ii.  36*2. 
-^  ill  received,  ib. 
—  addressed  by  the  Commons, 
ii.  364 

his   speech  on   prorogueirK^ 
the  parliament^  ii.  367 

ditto  on  meeting  of  Parlia- 
ment,  sist  Jan.  ii«  373 
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Camden^  ditto  on  13th  October, 

1 796,  ii.  384 
■         tends    a    message    to    the 

Commons  that  he  cannot  raise 

;f  3,395,697.  ii.  393 

sends  a  message  about  papers 


seized  at  Belfast,  ii.  393 

issues  a  proclamation  of  par- 


don, its  good  effects,  ii.  400 
dissolves  the  Parliament,  nth 


July,  1797,  ii.  405 

system  of  coercion  extorted 
from  him,  ii.  408,  413 
Cambrensis,  who,  i.  4 

■  admits  the  Irish  (o  have  been 
musical,  i.  97*8 

Cambridge,  Duke  of,  petitions 
Ann  for  his  writ  of  summons, 
to  sit  and  vote  in  Parliament,  ii. 
62  to  65 

■  his  conduct  offensive  to  the 
Queen,  ii.  64-5 

Capelj  Lord,  favours  the  English 
interest  and  convenes  a  new 
parUament,  ii.  20 

Carbampton,  Lord,  vide  huttrell. 

Carlisle,  Lord,  lord-lieutenant, 
ii.  196 

»■        meets  the  Parliament,  ii.  199 

■■  sends  bis  resignation  by  his 
'  secretary,  ii.  218 

■  ■       supports    Lord   Shelbume's 

motion  for  legislative  independ- 
ence, ii.  225 

Carlow,  defeat  of  the  rebels  at,  ii. 
438 

Camew,  rebels  defeated  at,  by  200 
yeomen,  ii.  455 

Carterety  Lord  Lieut,  no  friend  to 
Ireland,  ii.  90 

CasbtU,  synod  of,  i.  162 

specious  articles  of,  i.  164 

■  ■  ■     Arch-Bish.  of,  violent  against 

the  catholic  claims,  ii.  336 
Castlecomer,   taken  by  the  rebels 
and  bumt^  ii.  490 


Castlehaven,  Earl  of,  imprisoned, 
i.  376 

his  testimony  of  the  loyalty 

of  the  catholics,  i.  377 

CastUreagbf  Lord,  moves  an  ad- 
dress to  the  throne,  and  the 
adoption  of  coercive  measures, 
ii.  396 

succeeds  Mr.  Pelham,  11. 421 

writes  to  the  Lord  Mayor  of 

Dublin  upon  the  breaking  out 
of  the  rebellion  in  1798,  ii.  432 

— <  communicates  the  same  to 


the  House  of  Commons,  ii.  433 
opposes  Colonel  Maxwell's 


motion   for  executing  the  pri- 
soners, ii.  435 

delivers  a  message  from  his 


Excellency  about  indemnifying 
loyalists,  occ.  ii.  500 

moves  an  adjournment,   op« 


posed  by  Sir  John  Pamell,   ii. 
535 

commends  the  union,  and 


assures  the  house   that  he  will 
not  bring  it  forward  against  the 
sense  of  the  country,  li.  536 
his  partiality  in  granting  and 


revising  the  escheatorship  of 
Munster  for  corrupt  purposes, 
ii.  548 

proposes  and  carries  the  plan 


of  union,  ii.  556-7 

proposes  compensation  to 
borough  proprietors,  ii.  563 
Catbalj  the  bloody  handed,  asserts 
the  ancient  honours  of  his  fa* 
mily,  i.  173 
CatbolicSf  civil  establishment  re* 
stored,  i.  305 

the  exercise  of  their  religion 

opposed  by  Mountjoy,!.  334 

send  agents  to  James,  i.  346 

tolerated  by  Charles,  i.  352 

their  offer  to  maintain  5000 

infaatr}',  and  500  cavalry^  for 
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Charles^  rejected  as  idolatrous, 
i.  352 
Caibolicsj  testimonies  of  their  loy- 
altv  to  Charles,  by  StrafTord  and 
others,  L  365-8,  893 

-  first  and  last  in  arms  for  King 
Charles,  notwrithstamhng  their 
persecutions,  i.  368,  ^93 

-  confederate  for  support  of  the 
King  and  constitution^  i.  369, 
S76 

t resent  a  remonstrance  drawn 
y  Bishop  Bedel,  i.  37 1 

assert  their  loyalty  with  len- 
ders ot  service  in  164? I,  t£. 

proclamation  that  Irish  pa- 
pists had  universally  rebelled, 
ft. 

corrected  by  Lords  Justices 
in  a  subsequent  proclamation, 
that  they  meant  only  some  mere 
Irish  in  Ulster,  i.  378 

their  offer  to  put  down  the 
rebellion  of  1641,rejected,i«873 

—  goaded  into  arms,  H» 
LordCastlehaven  imprisoned 

and  Sir  John  Read  racked  for 
officious  interference,  i,  376 

—  acted  as,  and  were  true  loy- 
alists, f^. 

—  present   a  remonstrance  at 


Trim,  i.  377 

assert  their  loyalty,  i.  379 
make  a  voluntary  payment 


of  30,000/.  for  the  King,  i.  381 
desire  Ormond  to  lead  them 


against  the  King's  enemies,  i. 
383,  390 

make  peace  publickly  with 
Ormond,   privately  with   Gla- 
morgan, i.  387 
—  their  internal  divisions,  i.  389 

their    declaration  that  the 


king  was  under  duress,  and  that 
I  bey  ought  to  oppose  his  ene- 
ipies,  i.  3^1 


Catholics  honourably  receive  Or- 
mond at  Kilkenny^  and  put  him 
at  their  head,  it. 

persevere  in  the  nyyal  cause 
after  Charles's  execution,  i.  394 
— —  those  who  served  under  Phe* 
lim  O'Nial,  declared  rebels  by 
the  confederates,  i.  396 

the  only  body  armed  in  de- 
fence of  royalty  in    1650,   i. 
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defeated  under  Mac  Mahoni 


by  Coote,  i.  403 

-    their  proceedings  at  Jt 

town,  ib. 

their  deigy  exoominnicate 


such  as  adhere  to  Omood  or  tbe 
King's  enemies,  i.  4OS9  7 

their  perseverance  in  the 
Royal  cause  attested  by  Oncry, 
1.406 

reject  all  temiB  with  the  re- 
I,  i.4Q7 

driven  into  Connaught  by 
Cromwell,  i.  409 

persecution  of^  renewed  oxh 


der  Cromwell,  i.  413 

their  meritorious  conduct  tO| 


and  return  ef  ingratitude  from 
Charles^  ii.  41 9 

excluded  from  parliamtnti 
i.4«l 

modes  of  preventin|^  tbem 


fi-om  redress, '}^. 

Eersecuted  and  ealumniatc' 
eep  i.hem  out  of  the  act  of 
oblivion  and  general  pardo% 
i.  422 

injustice  done  them  by  the 
act  of  settlement  and  explana- 
tion,  and  court  of  claims,  i. 
423,  4,  5,  430 

their  persevering   loyally  to 


Charles  II,  i.  435 
admitted    into 
James  II,  i.  444 
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Cdibolicsj  their  allegiance  to  James 
II.  pure,  ii.  460 

reject  the  favourable  terms 
offered  by  William,  ii.  IS  ^ 

their  feelings  on  them,  ii.  14 

excluded  from  Parliament  by 
an  act  of  William  and  Mary, 
ii.  16 

their  degraded  state,  and  se- 
veral peuaflaws  against  them, 
ii.  16,21 

persecuted  by  Queen  Ann, 
ii.  SS,41 

holden  out  as  enemies  to  the 
state,  ii.48 

their  oppression  under  the 
Stuarts,  ii.  52 

reduced  so  as  to  have  no  po- 
litical weight,  ii.  49, 53,  81 

honourabh;  testimony  of  their 
loyalty  by  the  Lords  Justices  in 
1715,  iL  69 

stiied  common  enemy,  ii.  70 
severely  persecuted    under 
George  I.  li.  71-2 

address  George  II.  but  Lords 
Justices  stop  the  address,  ii.  87 
deprived  of    elective  fran-* 
chise,  ii.  89,  91-2 

side  with  the  patriots,  ii.  92 
—  prevented  from  practising  as 
solicitors,  ii.  93 

collection  to  oppose  the  bill 
causes  a  renovation  of  rigor 
against  them,  f&. 

enjoy  some  years  of  relative 
indulgence  under  the  Duke  of 
Devonshire,  ii.  104-6 

enlisted  in  the  English  army 


and  navy,  ii.  106 

—  their  loyalty   in   1745,  ii. 
107-8-9 

—  tolerated  under  Lord  Ches- 


terfield, ii.  110 

iiivoured  under  the  Duke  of 
Bedford,  ii.  125 


Catholics  meet  about  redress  and 

disagree,  ii.  126 
—  address  the  Lord  Lieutenant 

on  the  expected  invasion,  ii.  128 
their  address  well  received. 


ii.  129 

internal  dissentions  among 


them,  tb. 

charired  with  the  riots  and 


cleared  from  the  chair   by  the 

speaker,  ii.  ISo-l 

address  George  III.  ii.  136 
Mr.  Mason's  bill  for  enabling 


them  to  lend  money  on   mort- 
gage, negatived,  ii.  147 
—  enabled  to  take  leases  for  5 1 
years  for  reclaiming  of  unprofit- 
able bogs,  ii.  166 

the  popish  mortgage  bill. 


and  lease  bill,  brought  forward 
by  Lord  Harcourt  and  lost,  ii. 
169 

enabled  to  take  an  oath  of 
alledance,  ii    l7o 

Lord  Beauchamp  favourable 


to  them,  ii.  179 

Sir  George  SavilPs   moiion 


in  favour  of  the  English  catho- 
lics, ii.  180 

•Mr.  Gardiner's  motion  in  the 
Irish  house  in  favour  of,  ib. 

bill  in  their  favour  passed 
with  difficulty,  ii.  182 

-  Mr.  Gardiner  gives  notice  of 
bringing  in  a  bill  in  their  favour, 
ii.  204 

brought  in  by  Mr.  Dillon  on 
the  indisposition  of  Mr.  Gardi- 
ner, ii.  206 

opposed  by  Mr.  Flood,  ii. 
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—  Mr.  Gardiner  divides  his  bill 
into  three*,  two  he  carries  and 
loses  the  third,  ii.  215 

nature  of  the  opposition  x.9 
them,  ii.  216    - 


^76 
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Caibolics,  Lord  Cbarlemoiit  ob-  I  Caibolics,  their  delegates^  ii.  32) 

'      '  '      I  -— *  alarm  and  resisuocc  lo  thai 


jects  to  admit  them  lo  the  rights 
of  election,  ii.  260 

efforts  of  their  clergy  against 
Payne's  doctrines,  ii.  S03 
-committee  begin  to  act  in 

1791,  ii.  304 

resolve  to  apply  for  relief,  ib. 
secession  from  the  commit- 


tee^ ii.  305 

—  intimacy  between  the  ca- 
tholic committee  and  some  dis- 
senters of  the  north,  ib. 

pass  resolutions  rcfltxting  on 
tbesecedcrs,  ib> 

publish  declarations  of  their 
tenets,  ii.  305,  391 

—  secession  of  64  from  the 


committee,  ii.  307 

the  seceders  address  the  Lord 
lieutenant,  and  are  censured  in 
a  declaration  of  the  united  Irisb- 

men^  ii.  307 

committee  chose  Mr.  Burke 
jun.  for  their  accnt,  ii.  308 

embraced  all  protcstants  that 


wished  them  well,  ii.  310 

confine  their  exertions  to  the 


relaxation  of  the  penal  code,  ib. 
their  bill  introduced   by  Sir 


H.  Langrishe,  ii.  313 

their   [)etition  presented  by 


Mr.  O'Hara,  il;. 

pass  resolutions  to  counter- 


act  the    misrepresentations   of 
their  enemies,  li.  Si 5 

dissatislled  with  the  conces- 


sions contained  in  the  bill  of  Sir 
Hercules  Langrishe,  ii.  316 
present   a  petition   by  Mr. 


Egan,  stating  their  claims,  and 
to  meet  the  prtjudices  of  the 
public  against  them,  ii.  31 7 
their  petition  on  the  motion 


of  Mr.  Latouche  rejected,  ii 
318 


measure,  ib. 

violently  opposed  by  the 
grand  juries^  ii.  39S 
—  publish  a  justification  of 
Jlheir  conduct  in  reply  to  the 
grand  juries,  ii.  333 
-^  not  admitted  into  tlie  popular 
societies,  ii.  324p    . 

the  whig  club  refuses  to  agi- 


tate their  question^  t^* 

take  the  opinions  of  counsel* 


lors  Butler  and  Burston  on  the 
legality  of  their  delegation^ii.  324 
attempted  to  be  confounded 


with  defenders,  ii.  326^  341 
delegates  meet  in  Back  Lane, 


and  called  in  derision  the  Back 
Lane  parliament^  ii.  325 

•frame  a  petition  to  thetbrooe, 
and  depute  5  to  present  it,  ii.  327 
—  the  reception  of  the  5  dele- 
gates at  Bel&sty  ib» 

present  their   petition,  and 


graciously  received  by  the  King, 
il.  328 

recommended  in  the  speech 


from  the  throne,  ib» 

sub-committee,  their  resolu- 


tion about  reform^  ii.321 

petition  to   the   commons, 


presented  by  Mr.  Hobart,  ib. 
bill  for  their  relief  brought 


in  by  Mr.  Hobart,  ii.  333 
their  bill  passes  the   house, 

ii.  335 

Mr.  G.  Knox's  motion  in  the 


committee,  that  catholics  might 
sit  in  parliament,  negatived,  ib- 
their  bill  before  the  lords,  ii. 


336 


—  how  disabled  by  enlisting  ia 
the  British  service,  ii.  337 
owe  their  relief  to  the  bounty 

1       •  •  •  •        .-fc  ^^ 


of  their  sovereign,  ii.  $29,  340 
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Catbolictf  admission  of  catholic 
merchants  into  the  guild  of 
Dublin  rejected,  ii.  340 

traduced  and  calumniated, 
ii.  341 

the  bishops  address  the  King 
and  viceroy,  ii.  341-9 

diffidence  between  the  bi- 
shops and  laity,  ii.  342 

corfident  of  cmanoipation, 
ii.  347 

agreed  on  by  the  British 
cabinet,  ii.  345 

commit  their  cause  to  Mr. 
Grattan,  ii.  348 

address  Lord  Fitzwilliam  in 
confidence  of  emancipation^  ii. 
352 

petition  for  relief  against  all 
penal  laws,  ii.  353 

British  cabinet  secretly  op- 
poses the  measure,  ii.  354 

depute  3  delegates  to  address 
the  throne  against  the  recal  of 
Lord  Fitzwilliam,  ii.  359 

address  ;yir.  Grattan  on  the 
recal   of  Lord  Fitzwilliam,    ii.' 
858 

his  answer  to  it  censured  and 
commended  by  opposite  parties, 
ii.  359 

meet  and  debate  in  Francis- 
street  chapel,  ii.  363 

students  of  the  university  ad- 
mitted, ii.  363 

second  reading  of  their  bill, 
4th  of  May,  1795,  rejected,  ii. 

stated  for  the  first  time  to  be 
contrary  to  the  coronation  oath, 
ib, 

—  their  emancipation  last  time 
before  parliament,  ii.  389 

—  coolness  between  them  and 


the  dissenters  in  the  North,  ii. 
406 
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I  Catholics  J  fall  oflTfrom  the  union 
in  1797,  ii.  406 

reject  and  renounce  it  thro'- 


out  the  nation,  it.  407 

publish  declarations  of  loyal- 
ty, ii.  428,  440,  445 

their  emancipation  assumed 


by  Lord  Greuville  and  others  as 
a  consequence  of  the  union,  ii. 
540-1-2 

their  emancipation  pledged 


for  by  Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord  Corn- 

wallis,  ii.  341*2-3 

divided  as  to  the  measure  of 

union,  ii.  bi\ 
Caulfield^  Doctor,  Roman  Catho« 

lie  Bishop  of  Ferns,  justified  by 

government,  ii.  473 
Cavendish^  Sir  Henry,  his  motion 

for     economy     against    Lord 

North  i  ngtoii's    ad  m inist ration^ 

ii.  247 

■     ■  supported  by  Mr.  Flood,  ih^ 
complains  of  outrages  from 

the  mob,  ii.  536 
Chalmers  J  Mr.,  his«ideas  of  first 

population,  i.  75 
CnarUmonty  Earl  of,   attends  the 

Dungannon  meeting,  ii.  2O9 
appointed'  general  of  the  vo- 
lunteers of  Ulster,  ii.  233 
■■       appointed  chairman  of  the 

national  convention,  ii.  249 
opposes  the  admission  of  ca« 


tholics  to  the  rights  of  election^ 
ii.  260 

thanked  by  the  corporation  of 


Dublin  Qji  that  account,  ib. 
proposes  the  address  to  the 


Prince  ut  Wales  in  the  Lords, 
ii.  ^84 

resigns  the  government  of 


Armagh,  ii.  306 

his  predilection  for  the  dis 


sentcTs  displeasing  to  govern* 
ment,  ii.  30? 
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Ciarlemonif  Earl  of,  bis  exeitkms 

against  unions  ti«  550 
CbarUi  L   hit  accetaion  to  the 
throne,  i.  S51 

foieratea  the  catholica,  i.  958 

actuated  by  the  odious  policy 
of  tbeStuarta^f^. 

bia  graoea^  i.  355 

persceotea  the  catholica|t^54 

concura  with  Wentworth  in 
a  direct  ayatem  of  fraud  and  de- 
cott  ••  859 

reealla  Weniwortbybot  aenda 
him  back  wtth  additional  honor 
and  power^  i.  864 

bia  apeech  condemning 
Wentwortn  aa  guilty  of  high- 
miademeanora^  i.  S66 

reiiewa  bia  promiae  of  the 
gracea^  tfr* 

ghuul  lebeHion  proclaimed^ 
1.867 

bia  opfaiion  of  that  rebellicMi^ 
K  969 

causes  of,  ib. 

comnitssionsOrmond  to  meet 
the  confederates,  i.  877 

aflfected  by  ihe  remonstrance 
of  Trim,  orders  Ormond  lo  ne- 
gociate  a  cessation  of  arms,  i. 
S78 

again  comnrrands  Ormond  to 
meet  the  confederates,  iL 

his  eagerness  for  the  peace, 
881,884 
—  the  cessation  concluded,  i. 

381 

the  northern  army  reject  the 
cessation  and  take  the  covenant, 

publishes  grounds  and  mo- 
tives of  the  cessation,  i.  868 

his  reliance  on  the  loyally 
of  the  conlederates,  i.  383 

cives  large  powers  (o  the 
£an  of  Glamorgan^  i.  885 


Ckafla  L  pled^  himaelf  lo  rstify 
the  terms  mintedl  by  Ohflioffgan 
to  the  conrederates»  L  S80 

bia  inaincerity  and  fabity  to 
Glamorgan  and  the  confcde- 
rates,  i.  888 

ia  bebeadedy  i.  399 
Chartef  IL    confirma  the  peace 
'from  the  Hague^  u  895 

takea  the  eovenant,  ib. 

revokes  the  peace  inade  with 
the  catholics,  i.  896    . 

-  appliea  to  the  Duke  of  Lor- 
raine to  aaaiat  him  in  Iieland^ 
i.  405,  408 

reatored  to  the  duoney  L  415 

bia  ingratitude  to  the  Irish, 

419 

dreatea  Broghill,  Earl  of  Or- 
rery, Coote,Earl  ofMontrathiii. 

his  character,  i.  497,  489 
>Ormbnd'§  influnQce  orer  hisi 
i.  480 

court  of  warda  ab<diahed|  and 
tax  upon  beartha,  i.  48 1 

bia  favorable  wiabes  to  the 
catholics  thwarted  by  Ormond, 
1.482 

—  a  dangeroua  conapiracy  iu 
consequence  of  the  acta  of  set* 
tlement,  i.  434 

removes,  then  confirms  Or- 
mond in  the  govemmeiit,  i.439 

intends  to  displace  him^  and 
why,  i.  440 

dies  in  the  Roman  Catholic 


faith,  ib. 

pensioned  by  Louis,  on  con- 


dition of  his  professing  the  Ca« 
lliolic  belief,  i.  448 

Chesterfield,  Earl  of,  ford-lieute- 
nant  in  1745,  ii.  107 

bis  prudent  and  upright  con- 
duct, it.  108^  110 

meets  the  parliament,  ii.  IO9 
tolerates  the  eaiholica^  ii.  jllO 
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Cbesigrfi^lJ^  Earl  of»  addressed  by 
lords  and  commons,  t^» 

'  inbtantly  recalled,  when  thir 
danger  was  over,  ii.  1  i  1 

Churcbf  abuse  of  spiritual  power, 
i.  153,  S07,  256 

Clancartjj  Lord,  ^Is  in  reversing 
his  attainder,  ii.  105 

■         joins  the  Pretender  in  con- 
sequence, ii.  106 

CianrkarJf,  Earl  of,  receives  the 

giwemment  from  Ormond,  i. 
398,  405 

bis  testimony  of  the  loyalty 
of  the  catholics,  i.  405 

quits  Ireland     with   3000 
men,  i.  408 
Clari,  Earl,  his  ideas  of  the  Eng- 
lish policy  to  Ireland   in  the 
days  of  Henrv  VJII,  i.  293 

ditto  in  the  days  of  Edw^d 
VI.  and  Elizabeth,  i.  313 
—-his  account  of  the  transplant- 
ation of  the  Irish,  by  Crom- 
well, itito  Connaught,  i.410 
—  his  commendation  of  its 
policy,  1.410,  429 

his  representation  of  the  act 
oF  settlement,  i.  425 

his  representation  of  thelrish 
forfeitures,  i.  478 

his  representation  of  the  dif- 
ference between  the  English 
and  Irish  parliaments  under 
William,  ii.  30 

his  commendation  of  Crom- 


well, ii»  52 

his  opinion  of  the  necessity 


of  an  English   ascendancy   in 
Ireland,  ii.  79 

his  representation  of  Primate 
Stone's  administration,  ii.  116 

attributes  to  Primate  Stone's 
intrigues  the  party  heats  of  the 
Irish  parliament,  ii.  147 
—  stiles  Ld  Buckinghamshire's 
(oyeinmem  imbecile,  ii.  187 


Clari,  Earl,   opposes  the  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  volunteers,  ii.  199 
■     starts  objections  to  the  ca- 
tholic bill,  which  he  afterwards 
abandons,  ii.  206 

— —  speaks  in  support  of  Irish 
legislative  independence,  iu 
223-4 

proposes  an  address  to  Lord 


Carlisle,  ii.223 

opposes  Mr.  Flood's  bill  for 


reform,  ii.  250 

opposes  Mr.  Brown's  motion 


for  an  address  to  the  throne,  oa 
retrenchment,  ii.  252 

gives  an  account  of  the  Right 


Boys,  ii.  269 

his  accountof  the  poverty  of 


Munster,  ib. 

moves  for  further  provisions 


against  outrages  and  unlawful 
oaths,  ii.  270 

in  his  new  riot  bill,  a  clause 


for  prostrating  catholic  chapels 
disapproved  of  by  the  secretar)', 
ii.  271 

arraigned  for  insolence  to 


country    gentlemen,    by    Mr. 
O'Neilc,  and  apcilogizes,  ii.  273 
admits  Lord  Townshend's 


majority,  cost  half  a  million,  ii. 
268 

opposes  the  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  ii.  288 
—  made  Ld  Chancellor,  ii.  291 

Lord  JusticCi  with  Mr.  Fos- 
ter, ii.  992 

his  false  account  of  the  ca- 


tholic bill,  ii.  309 

violent  against  the  catholic 


claims,  ii.  3b6 

vouches  for  British  parli- 
anient  opening  the  army  to  ca- 
tholics, ii.  337 

his  malicious  representatioK 
of  the  catholic  address  to  Lord 
FitzwiUiam,  ii.  352 
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Clare,  Earl,  boaits  oJF  the  eflRecM 
of  coercton.  and  admits  that  the 

Sstem  was  extorted  firoin  Lord 
amden,  ti.  4IS 
opposes  Li)rd  Moira's  mo* 
tion,  and  eensures  the  Bishop 
of  D6wn»  iu  415 
— —  carries  the  plan  of  union 
through  the  Iri^h  Peers,  ii.  558 
said  to  have  repented  ot  the 
*  union  on  his  death-bed,  it. 
Ctarendm,    Earl  of»  contradicts 
-■  bimseliP,  i.  S7S 

admits  the  proteslants  be- 
gan the  massacre  in  1641,  ib. 

bewails  his  advice  to  the 
King  to  neglect  his  friends^  i. 
4S7 

the  only  considerable  gainer 
by  the  restoration,  i.  436 

appoi  n ted  Lord-  lieutenant, 
by  James  II.  i.  449 

complains  of  the  King's 
want  of  confidence  in  him,  i» 
444 

complains  of  the  presumption 
of  Tyrconnel  and  the  caibo^ 
lies,  i.  445 
Clergy^  proteslant,  their  declara- 
tion against  accepting  the  ca- 
tholics offer  of  5000  int'antry 
and  500  cavalry,  i.  352 
—  catholic,  excommunicate 
such  as  adhere  to  Ormond,  or 
the  King's  cncniies,  i.  403 

their  efforts  to  prevent  blood- 
shed, and  save  the  proUdtants, 
ii.  473 
CoiTcion^  system  of,  li.  426-7 
•—    extorted   from   Lord   Cam- 
den,   ii.  408,  413 

commended  bv  Lord  Claie, 
ii.  413 

recommended  by  Lord  Cas- 
tlcreagb,  li,  396 

account  of  in  the  PeU  W. 
%  ,^  C.ii.421 


C^efciottf  miicImnimI  by  govern* 
ment,  ii.  4S7 

(kigUy^  an  Irish  priest*  tried  ^ 
Maidstone  and  bangedy  iL 
417 

Coigns  and  Lipenfy  iu  mischiev- 
ous effects,  i.  SIO 

— —  renovation  of,  occasicMis  in- 
sorrection,  i.  937 

—  renewal  of,  ^50 

Colclamghf  Mr.  Henrf  i  sriscd  bf 
Capuin  Boyd,  sent  to  Enws- 
corthy  on  an  enibassv  to  the 
rebels,  and  returns  witli  the  re- 
sult, ii.  456-7 

*— — '  tried  and  ezecaacd,  ii» 
484 

Cole,  Lord,  mores  an  address  to 
Lord  Camden,  ii.  M4 
'  '  Colonel,  ordered  to  CoHo, 
and  refused  theeschcatorshipof 
M  unster,  because  aninti  unioo, 
11.  548 

Comwurciiil  propositions  broaght 
forward  by  Mr.  Orde,  ii.  303 

pass  both  houses,  and  com- 
mitted, i^. 

introduced  into  British  house 
of  commons,  by  Mr.  Pitt,  ti. 

numerous  petitions  agaioiti 

ii.  264 

Mr.    Pitt    brin^    foni'ard 
twenty  new  propositions,  it. 

pass  the  British  houses  of 
parliament,  ib. 

Mr.  Pitt  in  the  British,  Mr. 
Orde  in  the  Irish,  introduce  a 
bill  founded  on  them,  ii.  265 

—  Mr.  Orde  remits  it  to  next 
session,  ih. 

public   rejoicinga    at   their 
i  ail  are,  ib. 

—  revival  of,  unpopular,  ii.  266 
propositions  with  France,  ii« 

273 

I  Commissionersy  parliamentary,  re* 
Tivt  the  act  of  Elizabeth,  aid 
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renew  the  perwcution  of  the 
Irish  catholics,  i.  413. 
Commissioners  jthtATperMyfi9  seized 

bv  Sir  Charles  Coote,  i.  418. 
Commons  J  vide  House 
Confederates^  vide  Catholics 
Connaught ^ihe  catholics  all  driven 

thither  by  Cromwoll,  i.  409. 
Conolly^  Mr.  charges  government 
with  exaggerating  disturbances 
for  bad  purposes,  ii.  26S 

declines  moving  for  the  re- 
peal of  the  hearth-tax,  till  the 
people  should  behave  more 
peaceably,  ii.  27O 

his  motion  for  repeal  of 
hearth  tax  rejected^  ii.  277 

moves  three  resolutions  in 

favour  of   Liord    Fitzwilliam  ; 

one  passed,  two  withdrawn  at 

'  the  request  of  Lord  Milton  and 

Mr.  Grattan,  ii.  357 
Convention ,  National^  at  Dublin, 
ii.  949 

not  numerous,  ii.  261 
bill,  opposed  by  Mr.  Grat- 
Un,  ii.  938-9 
Cooke,  Mr.   dismissed    by  Lord 

Fitzwilliam,  ii.  351 
•  ■      •  Edward,   his  pamphlet  on 

the  Union,  ii.  3'iO 
Coote,  Sir  Charles,    rebels,   and 
goes  over  to  Cromwell,  i.  398 

-  defeats  the  confederates  un- 
der Mac  Mahon,  bishop  of 
Clogher,  who  was  taken  and 
executed,  i.  403 

unites  with  Lord  Broghill, 
in  favour  of  Charles  (I.  i.  4l7 
their  insidious  conduct  to 
each  other,  ib. 

seizes  the  castle  at  Dublin, 
and  the  parliamentary  commis* 
stoners,  i.  418 

created  Earl  of  Montrath 
by  Cbarlci  IL  u  419 


Cork,  city  of;  parliament  debates 
uponthe  office  of  Weigh  Mas* 
ter,  ii.  319 

the  disposal  of  it  by  govern* 
ment  opposed  by  Mr.  G.  Pon- 
•onby  and  Col.  Hutchinson,  tb^ 
Earl  of,   his  rapacity   and 
cruelly,  i.  375 
ComwaUisy  Marquis,   arrives  ia 

\Dublin,  ii.  483 
— —   assumes   the  government, 
dlstjune,  179^4  and  changes 
the  system,  ii.  488 

different  opinions  upon  hit 


system  ii.  489 

issues  a  proclamation  to  en-^ 
courage  surrenders,  ii.  491 

marches  with  great  c^utioa 


against  Humbert,  li.  ,108 

obliges  Humbert  to  surren* 
der,  ii.  510. 

prorogues   the  parliament^ 


ii.  513 

—  incurs  the  odium  of  Oranffc- 
mcn,  and  disgraces  Lord  Ennis^ 
killen.  ii   51!5,  515 

recommetids   Union,  in  a 
speech  from  the  throne,  ii.  523 
promotes  Union  out  of  par- 


liament, ii.  5S7-9 

his  pledge  to  the  catholics 


for  procuring  them  emancipa- 
tion, ii.  542-3 

his  speech  from  the  throne 


on  prorogation  of  parliament, 
ii.  549 

advances  Union  by  his  pro- 


gress  through  the  kingdom,  ii. 

550-2 

—  mentions  not  Union  in  his 

speech  from   the    throne,    ii. 

552 

sends  a  message  to  the  Irish 
parliament,  ii.  555-6 

last  speech  to  the  Irish  par-- 
liamentj  ii.  565 


iH 
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Cmfyf  Lord,  moves  an  address 

^inst  Union  bill,  ii.  565 
—       Mr.  challenges  Mr.  Graiuui, 

and  is  wounded,  ii.  559 
(kxt  Sir  Richard,  a  courtly  hisio- 

rian,  i.  S 
«—  his  conduct  as  to  tlie  articles 

of  Limerick,  iL  10 
Cnfmu^U^  Ohver,  his  address  in 
availing  himselFof  the  entbu;»i- 
aam  oAbe  day,  i.  399 

lands  at  Dublin  wiih  1 8,000 
men,  ib^ 

sic^  and  massacre  at  Drog- 
beda,  tb. 

ditto,  of  Wexford,  i.  4oo 
marches  to  the  south,  i.  401 
his  success  various,  ib. 
gains    over  the   protestant 
army  of  Inchiquin,  ibm 
— *  r^iei^e  and  surrender  of  Kil- 
kc^iny,  i.  408 

ap'iilauds  the  bravery  of  its 
dt  fence,  tb. 

—  itravc    Ireland,  ib. 

—  deputes  to  Ireton  the  com- 
mand of  his  English  forces,  tb. 

his  camp  well  supplied  on 
account  of  his  good  discipline, 
i.  407 

his  system  of  transporting 


the  Irish  loyalists,  i.  403 

transplants  all  the  Irish  ca- 
tholic s  into  Connaughty  under 
pain  of  death,  i.  40y 

asiiumes  the  title  of  Pro- 
tector, i.  411 
—  op|K>aea  by  Ludlow,  ib* 

the  country  divided  by  lots 
among  the  bolditry,  iui»tead  of 
pay,  i.  4.2 

his  death,  i.  4i4 

Henry,  possesses  the  go- 
vernment of  Ireland,  ib. 

his  httmaae  and  pure  cha- 


CrmttwiU^  Riclwrd,  dissabei  Ibe 
parliament,  and  thus  pots  an 
end  to  his  own  pfotcdontr,  L 

416 
*—  his  charader^  s&» 
Cropfjft  teim  aad  iaiport  of,  iL 

497 

CroibUf  Sir  Edward^  condcnmEd 
and  executed,  though  geocfiHf 
supposed  ioQooent,  ii.  438 

drum  Cruadi,  dcacription  o&  L 
67 

CuwumoH  Sybil,  account  of,  i.  $9^ 
90-1 

Curran^  Mr.  opposes  .  the  luola 
tions  of  the  lonb  00  the  ■Boacy- 
bills,  and  asserts  the  right  rf 
the  commons  to  originate  aai 
frame  money  bills,  b^  amoiioa 

.   which  viras  rejected,  n.  959 

■  »  presents  a  seat  to  Mr.  Long* 
field,  who  had  eoQeorer  totfie 

*   Marq^uis  of  fiuaunghani,ii.f76 
— -  hts  motion  on  diviaioa  of 
stamps  and  accountSy  ii«  997    • 
his  motion  for  an  address  ta 


the  crown,  ii.  298-9,  86G 

De  Courcy^  John,  last  gcyvemorof 
Ireland,  under  Henry  II.  i;  170 

supplanted  by  Hugh  DeLa*^ 

cey,  i.  173 

joins  De  Lacey  against  King 
John,  i.  1 76 

—  taken  by  treachery,  f7». 
restored  to  his  possessions, 


racier,  ib. 


i.  177 

Definders^  origin  of,  ii.  979,  eSO 
eiicrease  of,  ii.   S80,  9^, 

8«5^.  343,  367,  372 

defeated  by  the  Peep  of-Day 

Boyi,  at  Diamond,  ii.  3^9 

— -  Umpered  with    by    United 

Irishmen,  ii.  878-9 

—   not   Rebels,   according   to 

Mr.  Pelham^  ii.  1 84 


tmmxi 
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De  Laceyf  vide  De  Qmrcy 
Dermodj    his  intrigue  with    the 

Queen  of  Briefuey  i.  153 
■         his  description^  i.  135-8 

— -  driven  from  Leinster,    i. 

156 


—  seeks  the  protection  of  Hen. 
II.  ib. 

•*  returns  to  Ireland,  i.  147 
hisdeath,  i.  159 
Desmond^  Lord  Deputy,  i.  <ibo 
■■■       made  prisoner,  and  released 
by  O'Connor  of  Offaly,  ib. 
attainted  and  beheaded,   i. 


257 

rebels  against  Queen  Eliza- 
beth, i.  3)7 

killed  by  a  common  soldier, 
i.  320 

DiVifdux^  Mr.  found  guilty  and 
executed  through  direct  perjury, 
ii.  50i 

Devonshin^  Duke  of,  succeeds  the 
Duke  of  Dorset,  ii.  103 

his  administration  quiet,  his 

pomp  and  luxury,  ii.  104 

DiamonJy  battle  of,  ii.  372 

Dillon^  Lord,  oppa<)es  the  Duke  of 
Leinster's  motion  of  thanks  to, 
and  confidence  in  Lord  Fitz- 
william,  ii.  358 

—  proposes  a  contribution 
against  union,  ii.  55 

Dissentersj  punished  by  the  sa- 
cramental test,  deceived  by 
the    protestant    parliament,  ii. 

39 

flattered  and  deceived  by  tlie 
Earl  of  Wharton,  ii.  45 

tory  administration  of  Queen 
Ann  agaiubt  them,  ii.  4",  58 

favoured  under  George  I.  ii. 
72.5 

—  present  a  memorial  of  their 
grievances,  ii.  97 

a  measure  of  toleration  in 


their  favour  opposed  by  Boulter^ 

ii.  99 
DtsienierSj   their  application  for 

indulgence  remitted  to  another 

session,  ii.  180 
— —  Lord  Charlemont'g  predilec- 

tion  for  them    displeasing  to 

government,  ii.307 

motion  by  Mr.  Stewart  se- 


conded  by  Mr.  G.  Ponsonbj 
for   further  provisions  (or  the 
ministers  of  Ulster,  ii.  316 
coolness  in  the  north  be« 


tween  them  and  the  Catholics 
in  1797,  ii.  406 
—  fall  off  from  the  union,  !*• 
multiply  their  addresses  of 


loyally,  ii.  407,  445 
DixoHf  a  rebel  captain  at  Wez« 

ford,  ii.  470 
his  character  aud  conduct. 

ib. 


— ■  attempts  to  massacre  all  the 
prisoners,  ii.  471 

executes   nummary  justice 


on  one  Murphy,  through  whose 
evidence  the  ft.cv.  Mr.  Dixon, 
his  relative,  had  been  condemn- 
ed and  sent  to  Botanv  Bay, 
ii.  472 

disobeys  the  orders  of  the 


gencml,and  prcpareshis  wretch- 
ed n)iscreants  for  a  general  mas- 
sacre*, ii.  47G-7 

DobbSf  Mr.  intermediates  for  pr(W 
po^ais  for  saving  the  lives  of 
Messrs.  Oliver  Bond  and  Byrne, 
ii.  496 

»•  makes  a  motion  for  com- 
mutation of  tithes,  ii.  545 

Dofset^  Duke  of,  succeeds  Lord 
Carteret,  ii.  98 

not  unfavourable  to  the  Ca- 
tholics, ii.  99 

his  testimonyuf  ihcirloyaliy. 


n.  100 


IM 


Avsfly  Dake  of /piitt  Trelandsid 
Rtums  lord  lieiileiiant»  ii^ 

again  nwde  lord  Imtenant 
•n  purpose  to  oppoae  the  Pa- 
triots, ii.  118 

dwiiked  oo  account  of  hit 
inbaenriency  to  Stone,  ii«  190 
friffhtened  out  of  the  king- 
doniy  ii.  191 
D9wn€$hiref  Marquis  of»  hit  ex* 
crtionf  against  the  union,  ii^M 
displaced  in  consc^oencey  i£. 
denies  having  contributed 
against  it,  ii.  551 
Dogk  versus  Fitigerald,  case  of, 

n.  518 
■         Major,  votes  for  Catholics 

sitting  in  parliament,  ii.  335 
Ikt^heSat  sicjge  and  massacre  by 

Cromwell,  i.  399 
DruUism^  what,  i.  70 

its  antiquity,  i.  71 — i 
its  etymology,  i.  79 
Cvsar's  account  of,  i.  7S 
intrf>duccd  into  Gaul  from 
Britain,  i.  74 

traduced  by  the  Romans, 
i.  76.7 

—  Mnna,  chief  se«t  of,  i.  78 
— —  Hume's  account  of,  i.  79 
-»- probably  passed  from  Ireland 
into  Britain,  i.  82 
—-,  further  account  of,  i.  81 

Lucan's  account  of,  i.  9^-3 
Dublin,  citizen9  of,  address  Mr. 
Pitt  (late  Lord  Chatham)  on  his 
resignation,  ii.  144 

resolutions  in  favour  of  sep- 
tennial bill,  ii.  KM 

—  address  Lord  EfHngham  on 
resigning  his  command  not  to 
act  against  America,  ii.  17'1' 

pass  non- importation  reso- 
lutions, ii.  183 

corporation  of,  addresses 
Earl  Temple,  ii.  241 


ijumuMf  naDOBaa   coanpconoo  ■ 
fiifoor  of  lefijnn^  ii.  849 
Lotd  Chukamat  dmmmDf 


lions,  and  addreaacsinfiRourof 
rcnxuif  ii»SS9 

shcriflF  of,  impriscmed  fcr 
heading  the  mecUnfc  iLSiQyM 
—   cornaracion.    mank  hod 


Cbarleinoot  for  o|i|iouiig  the 
admiiipion  of  CsHbiilka  to  As 
righu  of  ekdioiiv  iL  960 

insimct  Mr.  Giaittan  t»op> 
pose  the  Catholic  bill,  ii.  Sli 
»-  atodenla  of  oaivcni^,  ad- 
dress  Mr.  Grallan  and  leccife 
an  answer,  ii.  36S 

—  procUimedy  ii*  4SS 
quiet  by  the  ««lioce  of 

govemmcm*  ii.  4S§^  . 

alt  maatera  deserted  hf  thdr 
aenranta,  ii.  486 

resolutionsagainet  theiiiiioo» 
n.  5S1 

—  Catholics    of,    oppoae  the 


union,  ii.  551 

— —  pnx:eedings  of  the  aggregate 
meeting  against  union,  iL  5534 

Duigenanj  Doctor,  opptises  the 
introduction  of  the  Catholic 
bills,  ii.  SSS,  S5S 

city  and  county  of  Armagh 
offer  to  elect,  ii.  %SS 

gives  notice  of  a  motion  to 
refute  the  malicious  and  lying 
assertions  of  Mr.  Fox,  ii.  398 

answers  Mr.  Grmttan*s  ad* 
dress  to  the  citiaena  of  Dublin 
and  Mr.  Grattan'a  note  to  Doe- 
tor  Duigeoan  in  conaequcncei 
ii.  411 

Dundalk^  battle  of,  S09 

Dundatj  general,  defeats  the  re- 
bels near  Kilculliny  ii,  433 
accepts    the  auneodtf  of 


lifJ>£X« 


«&5 


iPerkiiu,  near  the  Curragh,  ii. 
443 

Dundatf  Mr.  introduces  the  q^iiM- 
tion  of  union  inio  the  British 
house  of  commonSy  ii.  526 

Dung^nnon^ mttXivig  and  resolu- 
tions of  Tolunteers^  ii.  W8 

Duqiurry,  Mr.  and  Sir  L.  Par- 
sonS|  the  only  opponents  of 
Lord  Fitswilliam's  administra- 
tion, ii.  335 

•  ■I  ■■■  bis  speech  on  seconding  Sir 
L.  Parsons'  motion  to  address 
Ix>rd  fitzwiiliam^  severe  on 
Mr.  Pitt,  ii.  956 

DuiUs^  protecting,  brought  be- 
fore the  bouse  of  commons^  ii. 
S48 

—  what,  ii.  355 

£d4nj  Mr.  (now  Lord  Auckland) 

Sfs  over  as  secretary  to  Lord 
rlislc,  ii.  196 

speaks  in  favour  of  perpe- 
tual mutiny  bill,  ii.  ao2  , 

precipitate  in  moving  for  the 
repeal  of  6  Geo.  I.  ii.  S18 
—  refuses  tocommunicate  with 
ministers  on  the  situation   of 
Ireland,  ii.  219 

debate  upon   his    motion, 
ft. 
toward  L  called  the  English  Jus-> 
tinian,  i   I90 

his  answer  to  the  Irish  pe- 
tition, i.  ]  09 

his    intentions    to  Ireland 
thwarted,  i.  193 

his  ministers  drive  the  peo- 
ple into  insurrection,  i.  195 

obtains  a  fiftetrnth  froQi  the 
Irish  laity,  i.  lt^7 

bi<;  dtrath,  i.  200 

II.  his  character,  i.  201 

bis  tViendship  for  Gavaston, 


I  Edward  II.  the  best  legislator  to 
Ireland,  i.  212 

—  ///.  passes  ordinances  in  fa- 
vour of  Ireland,  i.  217,  220 

—  hisremtdial  writs,i.8199  2fi5 
petitioned     by    the    Irish 


it. 


against  his  officers,  i.  220 
establishes  perpetual   vicar- 


ages, i ,  222 

issues  other  ordinances  and 
statutes,  i.  222-3-4 

his  anxiety  towards  Ireland^ 
i.  225 

IF.  his  bloody  reign^  1.  254 

F.  bis  coronation  and  mur- 
der, i.  962 

FL  his  efforts  to  forward  the 


reformation,  i.  301 
Effingham^  Earl  of,  addressed  1)y 
the  citizens  of  Dublin-,  for  re- 
signing his  command  on  the 
American  war,  ii.  174 
Egan,  Mr.  against  union,  ii  55^ 
Elective  Franchise,  catholics  first 
deprived  of  under  George  IL 
ii.  81,  91-9 
—  the  disqualifying  clause  insi- 
diously passed,  ii.  91 
Eleuiynian  myi^teries,  what,  i.  88 
EUzabit^f  Queen,  orders  a  survey 
of  all  lands,  i.  310 

her  tfibrts  to  promote  the  re* 
formation,  i.  Sll 

—  repeaU  the  acts  of  Mary  re- 
s|)ectmg  religion,  i.  3 1 9 

convenes  a  second  Irish  par- 
liament, i.  313 

—  haird  by  the  I^i^h,  i.  317 
attempts  to  levy  money  by 

order  ol  council,  i.  618 

convenes  a  new  Irish  parlia- 

ment,  i.  320 

institutes  the  system  of  plan* 


tation,  i.  322-3 

makes  peace  with  the  Irish, 


who  had  risen,  i.  394 
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Elhabeibf  Queen,  her  death  and 
character,  i.  329,  330 

Emmcttf  Mr.  his  examination  be- 
fore the  secret  committee,  and 
his  evidence  as  to  the  views  of 
the  union,  ii.  431 
■  cautions  the  public  not  to 
credii  the  repol^ts  published  by 
the  secret  committee,  li.  312 

English  cabinet  consents  to  the 
reversing  of  Lord  Gancarty's 
attainder*  ii.  105 

— —  at  issue  with  the  Irish  com - 
monS)  about  the  appropriation 
of  the  revenue,  ii.118. 

alters  the  scptenniarbill  into 


octennial)  hopine  the  Irish  par- 
•  liametit  would  therefore  reject 
it,  ji.  15G 

alters  the  judges*  bill,  which 
is  on  that  Account  rejected,  ib. 
'. —  claims  a   right  to  originate 
Irish  money  bills,  ii.  158 

it's  proceedings  against  ho- 
nour and  conscience,  (according 
to  tarl  Gower,)   ii.  1«9 

makes  the  Irish  mutiny  bill 


perpctUil,  ii.  191 

—  its  influ^.nce  over  the   Irish 


parliament  complained  of,  ii. 
320 

ascendancy^  supported  by 
Primate  BonUcr,  ii.  SB  to  96 

instances  of  its  prevalence 
in  the  case  of  iheBrodcricks  and 
Lord  Clanr'carde,  ii.  94-.'J 

n.anrgemcnt  of,  tntruslcd  to 


Primaic  Stone,  ii.  1 !  5 

Privy  CouyicilsLTTcst  the  pro- 


grcssof  the  sepi:  imial  hi!  ,ii.  1 .50 
Enfiiscorfhy  taken  by    the  rebels, 

ii.  456 
Enntsnilleny   Earl   of,  disqualified 
frofij  silting  en  any  future  court 
martial    'or  his  conduct   on  the 
trial  of  VVollaghan,  ii.  514: 


Escheaiorship  of  Munster,  the  in* 
tent  and  use  of,  ii.  548 

Esmond,  Doctor,  cominanded  tde 
rebels  at  Prosperous,  and  is  exe- 
cuted, ii.  439 

EsseXf  Earl  of,  appointed  governor 
of  Ireland  by  Elizabeth,   i.  S^ 

— —  his  disastrous  govemnientaad 
execution,  S2(J-T-8 

Eusebiusy  who,  i.  59 

Fable,  sometimes  corroborative  of 
fairt,  i.  15 

Falkland,  Lord^  his  character,  L 
352 

recalled,  i.  353 

Fambam,  Lord,  remarks  the  in- 
consistency of  opening  the  Irish 
army  to  catholics,  and  not  the 
English,  ii.  337 

against  the   recompense  to 

borough  proprietors,  ii.  56^ 

Faivcetty  general,  loses  part  of  his 
men  gou)g  to  the  relief  of  Wex- 
ford, and  retreats,  ii.  458 

Fcry,  Mr.,  falsely  accused,  impri- 
soned,  tried,  and  acquitted,  i*u 
341 

Feniusa  Farsa,  inventor  of  letters, 
1.37 

F'tatSy  vide  Judges, 

Flngal,  Lord,  sides  with  Lord 
Kenmare  in  seceding  from  the 
catholic  committee  in  1791,  ii. 
305 

F'UzgcraUy  Lord  Edward,  opposes 
the  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Duke 
of  Rutland,  ii.  <?63 

move"!  for  an  addressof  thanks 

to  the  IVince  for  his  gracious 
airswer  to  their  address  on  the 
regency,  ii.  29 S 

meets  the  French    acent  in 

1        • •        ^%  o 


London,  ii.  403 
declines  a    seat 


parliament,  ii,4l  1 


in   the  new 
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TiiicgeraldfLd.  Eldw.,  arrested  and 
mortally  wounded,  ii.  429-SO 

attainted,  ii.50l 

Major,  invested  with  extra- 
ordinary powers  to  forward  a 
system  of  conciliation,  ii.  501 

his  testimony  of  Mr.  Hay's 
history,  ii.  504 

Mr.  Henry,  seized  by  Cap- 
tain Boyd,  and  sent  to  Ennis- 
corthy,  and  detained  by  the 
rebels,  ii.  556-7 

Thomas  Judkin,  his  cruelty 
to  Doyle,  ii.  518 

—  petitions  the  commons  for 
indemnification,  hut  drops   it 
at  the  instance  of  his  friends,  ii 
64^5^6 

his  inhumanity  in  the  case 
of  Wright,  ii.5f6-7 

rewarded  with  a  pension,  ii. 
547 
FitzMbtm,  vide  Clare 
FUsAerttrt,  secretary,  (afterwards 
Lord  St.  Helen's)  brings  in  a  bill 
to  enable  the  clergy  to  recover 
tithes,  ii.  275 
■        supports  the  address  to  the 

Prince  on  the  regency,  ii.284 
Fitzpatrichy  Colonel,  opposes  the 
restoration  of  Mr.  Flood,  ii.  999 
FUzwUliamy  Sir  William,  oppres- 
sive  system  of,  i.  32S 

Earl,  coalesces  with  Mr.  Pitt, 
ii.  945 

deceived  by  Mr.  Pitt.  ii.  346^ 
848 

goes  over  with  power  to  carry 
catholic  emancipation,  ii.  349 

—  assumes  the  government,  ii. 
350 

—  his  character,  ib» 
asserts  that  catholic  emanci- 
pation was  one  of  the  conditions 
on  which  he  consented  to  accept 
the  government,  ii.  349-30 


FUz%villiam^Yjas\  dismisses  Mesjs, 
Bercsford,  Cooke,  and  others^ 
ii.  351 

his  speech  to  parliament^ 


II.  352 

addresses  of  the  commons 
to  him,  ii.  353 

Mr.  Beresford's  dismissal, 
not  the  catholic  question,  the 
cause  of  his  recall,  ii.  355 
—  effects  of  his  recall  on  the 


nation,  ii.  357,  361 
quits  Ireland,  ii.  360 


Flood,  Mr.  opposes  ministers,  ii. 

201 
secondsMr.Grattan'smotion 

against  a  perpetual  mutiny  bill^ 

ii.  202 

speaks  with  much  eloquence 


on  Poynine's  law,  ii.  204 
his  resolutions  for  legislative 


independence  negatived,  ii.  214 
motion  for  his  bein^  restored 


to  his  place  rejected,  ii.  229 
—  opposes  simple  repeal,  ii. 
supports  Sir  Henry  Caven- 


dish's motion  for  retrenchment^ 
ii.  247 

his  contest  with  Mr.  Grat- 
tan>  ib. 

his  motion  for  reform,  ii.  249 

—  panegyrizes  the  volunteers, 
ii.  250 

—  goes  over  to  England,  ii.  251 
his  character  by  Mr.  Grat- 

tan,  it. 

brnigs  in  a  bill  for  parlia- 


mentary reform,  ii.  256 

speaks  on  commercial  pro- 
positions in  the  British  house  of 
commons,  ii.  273 

admits  a  controlling;  supe- 


riority in  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, ibm 

Forbes,  Mr.,  makes  a  motion 
against  pensions,  ii.  ^67 

r2 
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thriiSiWr.,  losor  hi^  pent  ion-bill, 
ii.  «72 

renews  his  efTorts  against  the 
pention  list  and  other  govern- 
xnent  extravagances,  ii  $76 

—  moves  an   address   to  the 
crown  in  17889  ii.  ^7 

fails  in  bis  motion  about 
places  and  pensions,  ii.  297 

moves  for  the  2d  reading  of 
bis  place  bill,  ii.  898 

obtains  leave  to  bring  in  a 
fesponsibiiity  bill  and  a  pension 
bill,  ii.  831 
TiMtTj  Mr.,  introdjuces  a  biH  to 
carb  the  licentiousness  of  the 
press,  ii.  95? 

succeeds  Mr.  P^  in  the 
chair,  ii.  266 

Lord  Justice  with  Lord 
Ittxgibbon,  ii.  299 

recommends  the  keeping  up 
of  the  Protestant  ascendancy, 
ii.  S«0 

opposes  the  union  ;  his  con- 
sequent popularity,  ii.  534,  554 
FbXf  Charles,  his  opinion  of  the 
Irish  volunteers,  li.  J90 

his  speech  on  the  mutiny 
bill,ii.  198 

Secretary  of  State,  delivers 
to  the  British  Parliament  a 
message  from  the  throne  relative 
to  Ireland,  ii.  2I8 

makes  a  motion  in  the  Eng- 
lish house  of  commons  for  the 
legislative  independence  of  Ire- 
land, ii.  *^25 
-  resigns  his  office,  ii.  231 

—  coalesces  with  Lord  North, 
ii.  239 

moves  in  the  British  com- 
mons  for  an    address    to    the 
throne  to  allay  discontents  in 
Ireland,  ii.  392 
t)ree  quarttringSf  ii.  426 


FttncB  fleet  intended  ior  the  iiw 
vasion  of  Irela^id  defeated  by 
Sir  Edward  Hawlte,  ri.  191 

Thurot  arrives  oflTIrelttnd,  it; 

takes  Carriclrfiergua,  it  152 

sails  thence,  is  overtaken  by 
Captain  Elliot,  atid  is  kiRed  in 
the  action,  ib, 

iuTasion  notprovtded^janis^ 
ii.  885-6 

—  fiiils  through  the  stomnness 
of  the  weather,  ii.  SSS 

wealnees  of  tberr  govern- 


ment prevents  their  tttvading 
Ireland,  it.  305 

land  tinder  Hamfccil  in  Kil- 
lala  Bay,  H. 

their  good  conduct  aadXsci- 


ate. 


pline,  ir.  505 

deliver  clothings 
to  the  natives,  ib. 
Friends  of  the  constitution,  liberty 

.  and  peace,  ii.  320 
— — -Dof  Leiaster  in  the  chair,  x^ 

Galw^f  coimty  of,  in  fiwFor  of 
union,  ii.  538 

proclaimed,  ii.  599 

Gardiner^  Mr.  (afterwards  Lord 
Mountjoy)  his  mention  in  fivor 
of  Cathorics,  ii.  1 80 

■  his  bill  in  their  fisiTor  passed 
with  difficulty,  ii.  189 

gives  notice  of  his  bill  in 


favor  of  catholics^  ii.  805 
—  vide  Coiholics 

moves  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
Earl  Temple,  ii.  240 
Gat^eu^n, favored  by£dw.n.i.209 

made  protector    rf  Great 

Britain,  ib^ 

banished   the  ktngdom  of 

Great  Britain,  ib. 

made  vrcegerentof  Frelaml,  ih. 

his  popularity  and  luccesf 


in  Ireknd,  i.  208^ 
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Geneva,  New,  origin  of  that  eo-  I 
lony,  ii  941  ' 

abandoned  by  government, 
ii.  242 

hazard  of  introducing  tur- 
bulent   democratic    principles 
with  the  Genevese,  ii.  24S 
George^   Saint,    brotherhood   of, 
i.  «58 

/.  comes  to  the  throne,  ii.  67 
his    ckath  and   character, 
ii.  85-6 

//•  his  accession  to  the 
throne,  ii.  87 

his  exclamation  on'  loosing 
the  battle  of*  Fontenoy,  ji. 
106 

his  death  and  character,  ii. 
152.S 

his  reign  the  era  of  whig- 
gism,  tb, 

II L  comes  to  the  British^ 
throne,  ii.  135 

addressed  by  the  Catholics 
and  Quakers,  ii.  1 86 

S'lvcs  an  unKnicioiis  answer 
e  address  of  the  Irish  faotxse 
of  Commons,  ii.  1^1 

sends  a  message  to  the  Irish 
pm-liameat  about  the  increase  of 
the  army,  ii.  157 

ditto  for  4000  troops  off 
their  establishment  for  America 
with  an  offer  to  replace  them 
with  foreign  Protestants,  ii.  172 
-*^  ditto  on  the  French  alliance 
with  America,  ii.  178 

sends  a  message  to  the 
Irish  parliament  that  Great  Bri- 
tain should  pay  the  charge  of 
Irish  regiments  serving  out  of 
the  kingdom,  ii.  182 

ditto  to  British  pariiament 
about  Ireland,  ii.  219 

his  answer  to  the  Irish  address 
reprobates  the  attempts  of  the 


vohniteers  to  overawe  the  par« 
liament,  li.  96^ 

George  III,  his  illness  id  17889 
ii.  281 

— —  his  recovery,  ii.  288 

—  addressed  by  the  Irish  par- 
liament, anid  returns  a  gracK>ua 
answer,  ib. 

sends  a  message  to  the  Bri^ 


tish  parliament  about  onioB>  ii. 

his  speech  on  passing  the  act 

of  union,  ii.  463 

makes  a  speech   to   parlia* 

ment,  9 1st  December,  1800,  and 

prorogues  it,  ii.  ^^67 
Gifikell  takes  Limerick,  i.  477 
Glamorgan^  Earl  of,  receives  laige 

powers  from  the  king,  i.  385 
'  charged  with  high  treasoa 

by  contrivance  of  Ormond,  and 

imprisoned,  but  soon  releasedj 

i.  388 
Goi-ey,  its  inhabitanta  retreat  to 

Arklow,  and  are  cruelly  tffcated 

by  the  army,  ii.  460 
Gosfordf  Lord,  his  address  om  the 

disturbances   in    Armagh^    is« 

976 
commands  at  Naas,  prepared 

for  the  rebeh,  it.  1 34 
Government^  English,  inconsistent 

in  not  applyme  revolutionary 

principles  to  Ireland,  ii.  22 
tardy  aiul  rehictant  te  giaai 

relief  to  Ireland,  ii.  165-9 

— » Irish,  wishes  to  disband  tha 

volunteers,  ii.  248 

—  attempts  to  discredit  the  vo- 
lunteers, li.  25€ 

encoura^s    dissentions  a- 


am» 


mong  them  in  order  to  wealtMk 
them^  ii.  261 

charged  by  Mr.  Conolly  with 
ezafgerating  disturhancn  for 
bad  purposes,  ii.  2^ 
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Oauernment  J^n^VishtStizes  on  and 
gives  to  mem brrs  o<  parliament 

«  the  office  of  the  weighers  of 
Corky  ii.  319 

oppose  parliamentary  reform  y 
ii.  834 

encourage  the  progress  of  re- 
bellion, ii.  489 

Ooct/^yEar),  (late  Marquis  of  Staf- 
ford) declares  he  can  no  lonj^er 
take  part  with  ministers,  ii.  189 

6ro/fcm,Dukeof,  hisharhr.ess  to 
the  Catholics,  ii.  76-7 -S^ 

Gratiariy  Henry,  opposes  the 
speech  of  the   lord  lieutenant, 

i'ttuckingham shirt:)   and  moves 
or  freel7ade,  ii.  185 

makes  a  resolution  in  favor 
of  the  independence  of  Ireland, 
li.  193  ' 

makes  a  motion  against  per* 
petual  mutiny  bill,  xxl^lQ^ 

moves  for  an  enquiry  into 
the  financial  state  of  the 
kingdom,  ii.  2o!). 

—  speaks  in  favor  of  the 
Catholicsji.  20.5,212. 

moves  for  ati  address  to  the 
throne  on  legislative  independ- 
ence, ii.  213 

-^  moves  an  amendment  to 
Mr.  G.  Ponsonby's  vote  of 
thanks     to     the     Ihrone,      ii. 

221 

opposes  the  address  to  Lord 

Carlisle,  ii.  2'i3  * 

—  moves  an  address  to  the 
throne  alter  the  Duke  of  Port- 
land's speech,  *»i.  226 

receives  a  patriotic  donation 
of  j£50,000,  ii.  ii28. 

—  abused  by  souie  volunteer 
corps  and  in  the  public  papers, 
ii.  233 

his  contest  with  Mr.  Flood, 
ii.  247 


Grif//tfff,Henry,  supports  the  priiK» 
ciple  of  Mr.  Flood^s  bill  for  re- 
form, ii.  830*6 

■  recommends  union  between 
parliament  and  the  volunteers, 
li.  2M> 

bis  character  of  Mr.  Flood, 


ii.  251 

opposes  Fitzgibbon's  riot  act, 


in  1787,  ii.  271 

his  resolution  on    tithes  ne- 
gatived, ii.  272 

makes  a  motion  on  tithes. 


ii.  275 

movesan  address  to  the  Prince 


of  Wales  on  the  regencv,  tL  S64 
moves  resolutions  for  a  new 


Eolice  bill,  a  place  bill^  a  pensioa 
ill,  a  responsibility  bill,  an  ab- 
sented bill,^  fails  in  all,  ii.  988 
—  brings  in  a  bill  to  appoint 
commissioners  to  enquire  into 
ihe  state  of  tithes,  ii.  289 
speaks  strongly  against  the 


Marquis  of  Buckingham's  go- 
vemmenl,  ii.  295 

moves  for  the  names  of  the 


advisers  of  the  nieasure  of  muK 
tiplyingofficersofrevenue,ii.296 
severely  arraigns   the  Irish 


government,  ii*  297 

— -  his  motion  for  East  India 


trade,  ii.  301 

opposes  that  part  of  the  ad- 


dress which  thanked  his  Ma- 
jesty for  continuing  Lord  West- 
moreland, ii.  310-1 

observes  on  the  rejection  of 
the  catholic  petition,  ii.  315 

censures  the  government  of 


Ireland  since  17 BS,  and  moves 
an  amendment  to  the  address  to 
the  crown,  li.  3:^9 
— •  obtains  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  the  improvement  of  bar^ 
rea  land,  ii,  331 
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Graitan^  Henry, his  resolutions  for 
reform  of  parliament  negatived, 
ii.  334 

his  account  of  Irish  brigades, 
&c.  ii.835 

supports  the  catholic  bill,  ib. 
— opposes  gunp'jwder  bill,  li. 338 
—  opposes  convention  bill  as 
criminating  retrospectively,  ii. 

339 

reprobates  universal  suffrage, 


ii.  3*3 

united  Irishmen  publish  an 


address  reflecting  upon  his  fall- 
ing off,  ib. 

—  sent  for  to  England  to  advise 
upon  the  Irish  government,  ii. 


847 


— -  presents  the  petition   of  the 
Dublin  catholics  against  penal 
laws,  ii.  353 
—  his  answer  the  catholic  ad- 


dress to  him,  ii«  359 

addressed  by  the  students  of 
the  college,  ii.  363 

opposes  the  address  to  Lord 


^-^ 


Camden,  ii.  364 

—  his  motion   on  the   state  of 

the  nation,  ii.  365 

against  the  address  of  Lord 


Camdeti,  ii.  373 

his  account  of  the  outrages 
of  the  Orangemen  in  Armagh, 
ii.  375 

proposes  an  amendment  to 
the  address,  ii.  385 

brings  on   the  question   of 


Catholic  emancipation,  ii.  38Q 
holds  strong  language  to  Mr. 


Pelham,  ii.  3^0 

opposes  a  secret  committee, 
ii.  393 

speaks  on  reform  and  Catho- 


lic emancipation,  ii.  39B 

declines  a  seat   in  the  new 
parliament^  ti«  411 


Gratfart^  Herirv,  his  note  to  Doo- 
tor  Duigenan,  ii.  iv. 

elected  for  the  borough  of 
Wicklow,  and  speaks  against 
union,  ii.  552-3 

—  returns   to   the  favor  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Dublin,  ii.  554 
fights  Mr.  Corry,  ii.  559 


GraydoHf  Mr.,  his  motion  for  the 
reform  of  ahu&cs,  ii.  355 

GrenvUUy  Lord ,  o  pposes  Lord  Moi- 
ra's  motion  for  address,  ii.  39« 

defends  Lord  Camden's  sys- 
tem, ii.  409 

introduces  the   question  of 


union  into  the  British  house  of 
peers,  ii.  5  5 

Speaks  on  introducing  Mr. 


Piit's  resolutions  on  union,  ii* 

541 
Grogan^  Mr.  Cornelius,  taken  and 

executed,  ii.  483 

attainted,  ii.  5ol 

Gunpowder  bilU  directed  to  put 

down  the  volunteers,  opposed 

by  Mr.  Grattan,  ii.  338-9 

Habeas  corpvs  act,  moved  for  by 
Mr.  Rradstreet,  ii.  200,  231 

■  suspended,  ii.  385 

Hackel,  outstanding  rebel,  killed 
-  near  Arklow,  ii.  500 

Hacketstou/n,  rebels  defeated  at,  ii. 
4:58,  499 

HaiifiiXy  lord-lieutcnan't,  his  salary 
raised  to  j£  16,000  a  year,  ii. 
142 

recalled   to   be  secretary  of 

state,  ii.  ]45 

Hnrcourf,  Lord,  succeeds  Lord 
1  o«  nshend,  easy  in  his  tcmi>cr, 
finds  all  done  as  to  parliamen- 
tary interest,!'.  167 

popular  if!l  he  too  glaringly 

followed  up  Lord  Townshend'j 
system,  ii.  168 
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Umrcmrtf  TjarAf  fiivorably  dutposed 

to  tliecatholics,  ib, 
w        bis  corxluct  as  to  the  4000 
men  sent  to  America,  censured 
in  the   British   house  of  com- 
mons, ii.  17^ 
Hardy f  Mr.,  votes  for  catholics  sit- 
ting in  parliament,  ii.  335 
Hofiingion^  Earl   of,  lord-Iieute- 

nant,  ii.  1 12 
Sarvifff  Bagenal^  seized  and  im- 
prisoned by  Capt.  Boyd,  ii.457 
conceals  himself  in  the  (.him- 
ney  for  fear  of  massacre  by  the 
yeomen,  ii.  456 

elected  commander  of  the 
rebels,  ii.  459 

summons  the  town  of  New- 
Ross,  ii.463 

—  his  flag  of  truce  killed  by  a 
sentinel,  ib. 

—  resigns  the  command,  li.  465 

—  his  last  orders  humane,  it. 
taken  and  executed,  ii.  484 
attainted,  ii.  oOi 

Haufke^  Sir  Edward,  defeats  the 
French  fleet  in  Quiberun  bay, 
ii.  131 
Hay,  Edward,  his  history  of  the 
insurrection  in  Wexford;  never 
had  a  command  with  the  rebels, 
ii.  471 

obnoxious  to   the  Wexford 
inquisition,  ii.  494 

Mrjjor  Fitzgerald's  testimony 
of  his  histoiical  vcraciiy,  ii.504 
Henry  II.  prepares  to  invade  Ire- 
land, i.  J6l 

lands  at  Waterford,  i.  162 
his  progress  in  Ireland,  i.  J  65 
eflfects  of  his  invasion,  i.  167 
his  death,  i.  170 
III.  his  character,  i.  184 
procures  the  diath  of  Richard 
Eari  of  Pembroke,  i.  !  86 

—  affects  sorrow  for  liisdcath,/7'. 


Henfy  III.  grants  Irelas^  to  his 

son  Edward^  i.  187 

applies  to  Ireland  for  money, 

i.  188 

his  death,  i.  1 89 

IF,  looks  upon    Ireland  as 
insigniBcant,  i.  232 

appoints  his  sou  lord-Iieate- 


nant  for  30  years,  u  233 
gives  his  son  singular  powers, 


i.^34 

V.  withdrawn   frooi  Ireland 


by  the  war  in  France,  i.  236 

gains  the  battle    of  Agin^ 
court,  i.  237 

his  death,  i.241 

FL  proclaimed  kiiig  at  PariS| 
1.242 
—  his  political  intrigues.  L  24? 

is  made  prisoner  by  the  Duke 


of  York  at  St.  Alban's,  i.  250 
Fit  crowned  at  Bosworth,  I 


264 


ib. 


his  system  of  reooneilialioD, 


269 


gains  the  battle  of  Stoke,  L 


—  takes  Simnel  prifiooer,  ii. 

—  pardons  Kildare,  i  270 

—  his  policy  to  Ireland,  i.  274 

—  his  death,  i.  282 

—  FIIL  his  accession   to   thf 
throne,  and  character,  i.  283 

—  inattentive  to  Ireland,  i.  284 
uses  strong  measures  to  for- 


ward the  reformation,  u  2M 
assumes  the  title  of  king  of 


Ireland,  i.  296 

his  death  and   character,  i. 


299 
Hertford^  Earl  of,  lord-lieutenant, 

ii.  149 
succeeded  by  Lord   Towns* 

hend,  ii.  152 
Hilshoronghy    Elarl   of,    a    British 

Minister,  consents  to  Lord  Shel- 


INDBX« 


i99 


Iburne's  motion,  for  free  trade^ 

ii.  139 
Hilsborongbf  Earl  of,  brings  in  a 
bill  to  establishan  Irish  militia^ 
'  ii.  333 
History^  use  of,  i.  2,  5 

confined  to  few  nations,  i. 
54 

of  Ireland  misrepresented,  i. 
1,2,  7,351 

authenticity  of,  disputed,  i. 
'5,6 

treated  as  fabulous,  i.  8,  9 
not  overset  by  mere  denial, 
i.  16,  105 
Hobarty   Mr,  Secretary,   defends 
government  against  the  charge 
ofsale  of  peerages,  ii.  298 

■  goes  to  England  for  fresh 
instructions,  ii.  300 

seconds  the  motion  of  Sir 


Hercules  Langrishe  for  leave  to 
bring  in  the  Catholic  bill,  ii.  313 
proposes  to  repeal  the  hearth 


tax,  ii.  331 

presents  the  Catholic  peti- 
tion, 4th  Feb.  1 793,  ih. 

brings  in  a  bill  for  their  re- 


lief, ii.  333 
Hocbe,   General,   commands  the 

French  expedition,  ii.  386 
Holty  outstanding  rebel,  surrenders 

to  Lord  Powerscourt,  ii.  500 
House  of  commons,  differences  in, 

about  the  election  of  a  speaker, 

i.  314 

Mr.  Hooker  raises  a  ferment 

in,  i.  316 

their  remonstrance  to  Charles 

about  his  promised  graces,  ir 

360 

—  ditto  against  Wentworth's 
administration,  i.  364 

—  protest   against   the  enco- 
mium of  Wentwortb  surrepti- 


tiously entered  on  their  jour- 
nals, 1. 365 

House  of  commons  pass  strong 
resolutions  ajgainst  the  English 
parliament,  ii.  19 

—  insist  on  their  right  to  ori- 
ginate money  bills,  w. 
— -  pass  resolutions  against  va- 
cating seats  to  avoid  votltag  for 
odious  measures,  ii.  36 

address  the  lord-lieutenant 
for  further  penal  laws  against 
the  Catholics,  ii,  40—4 

strong  address  of  the  house 


of  peers  against  them,  ii.  49 
Whigs  command  a  majority> 


11.  59 

address  the  Queeu  (Ann) 


against  Chancellor  Fhipps,  ii. 
53,60 

present  an  address  against 


the  Earl  of  Anglesey,  ii.  6S 
pass  resolutions  against  the 


Catholics,  ii.  77 

their  bill  for  castrating  their 


priests  stopped  in  England,  ii.  78 
resolutions  of  their  commit- 


tee against  the  reversal  of  any 
attainder  passed  in  1641^  or 
1688,  ii.  95 

say  that  Irish  forfeitures  are 


the  ground  of  Irish  loyalty,  ii. 
96 

—  pass  resolutions  against  agist- 
ment tithe,  ii.  101-— 3 

refuse  to  reverse  Lord  Clan- 


carty's  attainder,  ii.  105 

vote  Mr.  Lucas  an  enemy  to 


his  countrv,  ii.  114 

contests  with  the  English 
cabinet  the  appropriation  of  the 
revenue,  ii.  118 

their    proceedings    against 


Nevil,  a  notorious  embezzler, 
ii.  119 


s 
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Houu  of  commons,  bill  for  va« 
eating  the  scats  of  pensioners 
negatived^  ii.  124 
— -  negative  Mr.  Mason's  bill  to 
enable  catholics  to  place  out 
money  on  mortgasre,  ii.  148 

address  his  Nfajesty  on  the 
septennial  bilU  and  receive  an 
ungi|cious  answer,  ii.  130-1 

—  eoontcr  resolutions  of  the 
court  party,  ii.  150 
-^  pass  two  patriotic  bills  that 
were  not  returned,  ii.  151 

—  appoint  a  committee  to  in* 
qnire  into  the  state  of  the  mili* 
tary  establishment,  ii.  137 

carry  a  resolution  in  favour 


of  their  own  right  to  originate 
money-bills  against  the  cabinet^ 
ii.  158-9 

order  the  Public  Advertiser 
to  be  burnt  bv  the  common 
hangman  for  iioelling  the  Irish 
parliament,  ii.  160 

negative  and  address  Lord 


Harcoiirt  on  the  proposal  to  in- 
troduce fc)rfign  troops,  ii.  172 

Mr.  Graitan  pr(»po?es  an 
amcnilment  to  the  address  in 
1779,  ii.  1«.^ 

—  Aujcni'Ti  t''\{  f'T  free  tndc 
proposed  ^v -'m r.  ilussey  niiipli, 
and  cnrriixl.  .•/•. 

pass  a   MX  month'*  money 


bill,  ii.  ipi 

—  voLe  a  h merer  monev  LiiK  ii. 


194 


—  vcrsitility  of,  ii.  1?.*'^ 

—  vote  of  50,000/.  to  Mr.  Grat- 
tan,  ii.  i*28 

how  compo^L'd  in  17 S3,   ii. 
943 

cen  me    '^nrn^^    ncv^p.ipers 


and  the  h^rd- mayor  of  Dublin, 

ii.  957  .        j 

—  deliver  |)?rson<<  in  custody  of  I 


their  serjeant-at-armSj  over  to 

the  militarv.  ii.  258 
Hottff  of  Commonsexpect  to  bedi^ 

solved  ontheking*sillnessii«28S 
association  test  for  the  new 

members,  ii. 
— ^-  address   to   the 


of 

Wales  on  the  regency  carried 
against  the  miniaters,  ii.  284 
appoint  members  to  presciU 


the  address,  ii.  886 

out  of  SOO  memberty  110 
placemen,  ii.  298 

address  the   lord-lieutenant 


on  the  breaking  out  of  the  re- 
bellion, and  present  their  ad- 
dress in  a  body,  it.  433 

order  some  English  papen 


to  be  burnt   by  the  common 
hangman,  ii.  538 

majority  of  42  for   union, 


IGih  Jan.  1799»  ii.  553 

send  a  message  to  the  lords 


that  they  had  approved  of  the 

articles  of  union,  li.  560 
English,  address  King  Wil- 


liam on  the  abuses  of  the  Irish 
government,  ii.  5 

Earl  ol  Upper  Ossor\*  moves 


for  ! he  free  trade  of  Ireland,  ii. 
190 

Iluml'frt^  General,  mrtkes  the 
ni?hr  p's  ^.nsile  at  Killala  hii 
held  qmrters,  ii.  506 

marches  to  Ballina,  thence 

to  Castlel'ir,  and  defeats  Gene- 
rJ  L;ikc  with  a  much  superior 
fcrcc,  ii.  rnP-7 

joined  by  many  Irish  pea- 
sants, ii.  50S 

checked  by  Colonel  Vereker 
with  200  men,  il/, 

fnrrendcrs  at  Ballynamuck, 


n.  500 
IltiTue,  Ills  disregard  to  truth,  i.  1, 

351 
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Hunter,  General,  succeeds  Gene- 
cal  Lake,  ii.  489 

—  his  humane  conduct,  ii.  501 
Hussey,  Catholic  bishop  of  Wa- 

terford,  his  conduct  and  cha- 
racter, ii.  415-6 

—  censured  by  Doctor  Duige- 
nan,  ii.  415 

Hutcbinsoriy  Hely,  speaks  in  favour 
of  legislative  independence,  and 
particularly  commends  Mr. 
Grattan,  ii.  221 

Lord,  opposes  the  appoint- 
ment by  Government  to  the 
place  of  weigh-niaster  of  Cork, 
li.  319. 

votes  for  Catholics  sitting  in 
parliament,  ii.  335 

his  constitutional  address  to 
the  city  of  Cork,  ii.  383 

JlicA5o«,Rev.  Mr.  convicted  of  high 

treason,  ii.  344 
James  1.  seeks  popularity  with  the 

Irish,  i.  333 

—  favourable  to  the  Catholics, 
ib. 

'  receives  the  Irish  under  his 
protection,  i.  336 

his  commission  of  grace,  i. 
337 

begins  his  system  of  plan- 


tationi^,  i.  342 
—  convenes  a  parliament,  i.  344 
his  oppression  of  the  Irish, 


i.  349 

—  his  death,  i.  350 
II.   his    accession   to    the 

throne,  i.  441 

—  removes  Ormond,  lb, 
appoints  the  Earl  i)f  Granard 


and     Lord    Chancellor    Boyle 
Lord  Justices,  ib. 

the  Irish  miliiia,  consisting 


of  Protestants,  disarmed,  i.  442 


James  IL  appoints  Lord  Clarendon 
lord«lieutenant,  ib. 

disclaims  any  intention  of 
altering  the  Acts  of  Settlement^ 
i.  444 

—  disliked  by  the  Irish  Pro- 
testants, i.  446 

his  character  and  religious 


enthusiasm,  i.  447        « 

abdicates    the    throne    of 
England,  i.  451 

declines  the  French  offers  of 


succour,  i.  454 

sails  from  France  to  head  hia 


army  in  Ireland,  ib. 
—  bis  conduct  at  Dublin,  it* 
issues  several  proclamations. 


and  convenes  a  parliament,  i. 
455 

by  abdicating  the  throne  of 
England,  did  not  abdicate  that 
of  Ireland,  i.  450-8 

commencement  of  open  war- 


fare between  him  and  William^ 


1.  455 


— -  allegiance  due  to  him  longer 
in  Ireland  than  in  England,  i. 
458 

disliked  the  Irish,  and  dis- 


liked by  them,  i.  460 
-  forced  to  act  against  his  own 


inclinations,    and    imposed  on 
by  Tyrconnel,  i.461 

nature  of  contest  between 


him  and  William,  i.  463 

passes  an  act  for  encouraging 


an  Irish  navy,  i.  464 

the  battle  of  the  Boyne,  i. 


469 


—  his  cowardice,  i.  470-1 

—  quits  Ireland   and  flies   to 
France,  i.  471 

—  difference  between  his  Irish 


subjects,  and  French  allies,  i. 
474-6 
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James  II.  sends  back  TiTcoanel  as 

chief  g  »vemcr,  i.  47  5 
— —  biuie  ot  A^riTj.  li-. 
Inchi^uin^  Earl  oi,  it <  oh s  against 
the  King  (Charlo),  i.  3Se,  39:? 
Ind£mn':tj^  Ka  of,  i.  335 
Jnsur^fnts  ittack  Naii,  and  are  re- 
pul^r  J,  ii    483 

ditlo  ProsperouSy  and  sue- 
ceedy  ii.  434 

defeated  by  General  Dundas, 
ib. 

ditto,   by  Lord  Roden,  at 
Cl^mdalkin,  il. 

fi\\  at  Carl  jw,  Hacketstown, 
MoDiitereveny  Rathfamham, 
Tall^h,  Lucan,  Luske,  Collon, 
and  Baltindass,  ii.  438 

succeed  at  Dunbo)  ne  and 
Barret stott'n^  ib. 

ibeir  blood v  measures,  ii. 
440 

—  quarter  refused  to  them^  Ih, 
defeated  at  Tarah^  ii.  442 
respeci  the  sex,  ii.  443 

—  somt  of  iheai  submii  under 
Perkins,  il. 

—  those  wh')  had  assenibk  J  to 


LumrMis  encaoDp  on  Vbm^ 

hiU,  ii.46l 
destrov  the  chcrdi  at  &iius« 

earthy,  ib. 

defeated  at  BalKcannoQ^  and 


surrenJer,  at  lacked  bv  ni  is  lake 
under  Sir  James  DiiiTc,  ii.  1  ^4- 

defeated  on    Kihhoma^Lill 
by  20O  yeonien,  ii-  4.>5 

succeed  undtr  Murphv,   at 
Ouldft,  ii, 

march  to  Cam'-linjand  th'.re 
sr-izc  800  stand  of  arm<,  ii. 
456 

attack  and  carrvEr.niscorthv, 


ib. 

—    surprize   a   dL-tachment    of 
General  Fawcett'?,  ii.  458 

enter  Wcx^jrd,  and  elect 
^Ir.  llarvcv  lor  cji;iu.a..d>  r,  ii. 
459 

how  rec5.;v:d  at  Wtxfurd,  ii. 


I 


460 


Xcwto«T!barrv,  ib, 

Si.rpnzt  Coloori  Walpok'f 
oiviiK'n  at  Tubbcmecrivj  ad 
drive  General  Ldofui^  firofli  G»- 
rey,  ii,  462 

uni'er  Hanrey  march  to  tt- 


tack  Ross,  1^. 

—  defeated  bv  General  Johnsea, 


iL464 

—   massacre 


the 


:  ^ 


Scullabogue»  ii.  465 

—  defeat^  at  Acklow,  ii.  461^7 
enter  Wexford,  ii.  46S 
issue  a  proclamation  against 


obnoxions  persons,  ii.  469 
professed  retaliation^  ii.  471 


—  defeated  at  Vinegu^iill,  a. 

478-9 

rise  in  Ulster,  ii.  48S 

take  Antrim,  ii.  4S4 

the  main  bodv  of  the  nonh- 


ern  insurgents  disperse,  ii.  455 
defeaitd  bv  General  Nuceni 


at  Ballynahinch,  ib. 

—  the  remaiuvitr  of  the  north- 


eriis  disperses,  ii.  486 

—  defeated  atBallvnascarthv,  ii. 
4S7 

—  penetrate  into  Carlow,  ii.  4S9 

—  defeat  some  troops  in  their 


progress,  ib. 

—  Take  Casilecomer,  ii.  490 
defeaitd  bv  Sir  Charles  As* 


gill,  at  Kiikennv,  ib. 

unsuctessUiliv  attack  Hack- 


etstown, il'. 
—  surj-rize  a  corps  of  cavalrVi 
;nd  dti'eat  a  body  of  troops' at 
BAllyi.ikten-hill,  ii.  49 1 

d.fedted  near   White-heaps 


t      by  Sir  Jaracs  Duffe^  ii.  492 
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Insurgents  assemble  at  Carrigrew, 
and  resolve  to  disperse,  ii.  499 
of  Kildare,  under  William 
Aylmer,  ii.  495 

some  Wexford  men  under 
Messrs.Garret,  Byrne,  and  Filz- 

Serald  still  hold  out,  and  then 
isperse,  ih^ 
Messrs.  Aylmer,  Byrne,  and 
Fitzeerald  surrender,  ii.  496 

all  subdued  except  Holt  and 
Hacket,  ii.  499 

—  fail  in  an  attack  on  Granard, 
ii.  510 

ditto  on  Castlebar,  ii.  511 
defeated  at  Killala  by  Major 
General  French,  ih. 
Insurrection  of  the  White  Boys,  ii. 
136 

of  the  Oak  Boys,  ii.  142 
of  the  Steel  Boys,  ii.  143 
of  the  Right  Boys,  ii.  26S-9 
bills  brought  in  by  the  At- 
torney-general, ii.  347 
Invasion f  vide  French^ 
Ireland f  discovered  by  Adhua,  i. 

11 
— —  inhabited  before  the  deluge, 
i.  11,  17,  27 

peopled  before  Great  Britain, 


i.  SO 

f)eopled  from  Spain,  i.  34-9 
iterary  in  the  6th  century, 


i.  35 

free  from  venomous  crca-- 
tures,  i.  106-7 

traducement  of,  ever  coun- 
tenanced, i.  1 10 

its  superior  civilization,  i. 
122-3-4 

of  the  same  religion  as  Eng- 


land, i.  146 

internal  calamities  of,  i.  173, 


185-8,  190,  200,  210-4,  241, 
252^  288,  Slljf/  aim. 


Ireland  divided  among  10  English 
families,  i.  195 

freed  from   Pelerpence,    i. 


211 


her  hidependence  asserted 
by  the  Yorkists,  i.  251 

state  of^  during  Eldw.IV.j. 


861 


—  lordship  of,  converted  into 
kingdom,  1.  296 

state  of,  under  Henry  VIIL 


according  to  Sir  John  jDavieSj 

i.  998 

—  state  of  in  1651,  i.  407 

impolitic  government  of,  un- 
der Queen  Ann,  ii.  44 

internal     distresses    under 


Boulter,  ii.  92-6 

affected    by   the  war  with 


America,  ii.  171-4 

distressed  state  of  in  1777 
and  1779,  ii.  177,  186 

eased  of  the  payment  of  her 


troops  serving  out  of  the  king* 

dom,  ii.  182 
Ireton  appointed    commander   of 

the  English    forces  in  Ireland 

by  Cromwell,  i.  402 
-         his  death,  ib. 
Irisby  antiquity  of,  i.  3 
their  descent  from  Japhet,  i. 

20 


their  idolatry  less  obscene 
than  that  of  other  nations,  i« 
6p,  87,  92 

their  paganism,  i.  94 
acquainted  with  astronomy. 


i.  95-6 

—  encouragers  of  music,  i.  97 
their   annals    reformed,    i* 


129 


their  genealogies  authentic 
and  genuine,  i.  143 
—  admitted  to  Englisli  laws,  i. 
183-7,  191 


89S 
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Irish  oflTcr  the  sovereignty  to  a 
Scotch  monarch,  i.  20% 

their  remonstrance  to  Pope 
John  XXII.  i.  2089 
- —  misconduct  of  their  ministers 
J.  2S9 

their  remonstrance  to  Henry 
V,  1.240 

oppressive  laws  against^  i. 
245 

declare  for  Richard,  Duke  of 
York,  i.  250 

-  apply  in  vain  to  the  King  of 
France  for  assistance,  i.  S99 

apply  for  an  extension  of 
English  law;  i.  So3 

received  into  the  King's  pro- 
tection, i..S36 

their  loyalty  to  Charles  I. 
1.365-8,371-0  9,  393 

ditto  to  Charles  II.  i.  394-7, 
406,419,435 

ditto  to  James  IT.  i.  460 

deserted  hy  their  King  at  the 
Boyne,  i   470 

their  loyalty  to  the  house  of 


Hanover,  ii.  43 

state  of  I  heir  representation 


in  pailianient,  ii.  24 1 

expect  the  King'd  illncf^s  to 
occasion  a  dissoiution  of  parlia- 
ment, ii.  282 

tests  to  be  thereupon  requir- 
ed, ib, 

their  $orro\y  on  the  departure 


of  Earl  Fitzvvilliam,  ii.  .'^59,  361 
call  the  English  Sasana^hy 
and  know  thcni  only  as  enemies, 
ii.  441 
Is/andSf  peopled,  1.  27,  SO 
Jobriy  vide  AJorton,  Earl  of. 
—  displaces  and  fines  Hamo  de 
Valois,  i.  175 

fearful  of  excommunicalion^ 
i.  178 

lands  in  Ii eland,  it. 


Jobn,  frames  laws  lor  Irtliiiil»  lI  n 
resigns  hit  kingdom  to  the 

see  of  Rome,  i.  ISO 
his  deathy  ib, 
Jobfison,  Geneni^   defends  Ij)^ 

Ross  against  the  rebels,  ii.  401 
Jose^hu  confirms  the  auteqile* 

sian  annak,  i.  S8 
Judges f  fiats  for  unasoertaiaed  db- 

meges,  ii.  298 
Juries^  grandj  violent  against  tk 

Catholics,  ii.  3$d 
Justices^  Lords,  chancellor  Ely  and 

Earl  of  Cork  persecute  the  Ca« 

tbolics,  under  Charles  1.  i.  35S 
—— *  Borlase  and    P^rsonT  ditio, 

even  against  the  royal  wish^uSdB 
publish  a  false  proclamatian 

that  all  Irish  papists  had  rebel- 
•led,  i.  371 

qualified  after  the  remod- 


strance  of  the  Lords  of  the  pal^ 
i.  872 

reject  the  offer  of  the  Ci« 


tholics  to  put  down  the  IrcbeU 

lion,  i.  375 

their  severity  to   goad  the 


Ciitholies  into  arms,  1.  374 
Sir  John    Burlase    and  Sir 


Henry  Tichborne,  i.  378 

character  of  Sir  Henry  Tich- 


borne, ib, 

—  Earls  of  Orrery  and  Mon- 


irath,  i.  420 

hostile  to  the  Irish  Catho- 


lics, ib. 

Lord  Chancellor  Boyle  and 


Earl  of  Granard,  i.  441 

Lord   Sydney,  Sir  Charles' 


Porter,  and  Thomas  Coniiigsby, 

ii.  17 

—  iheir  corruption,  ii.  1 8 

Lord  Capel  Sir  Cyril  Wychc 
and  Mr.  Duncombe,  ii.  so 

the  first  a  pliant  courtier, 


wormed  out  the  others^  ib. 
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Jusiicis^  the  Duke  of  Grafton  and 
Earl  of  Galway,  their  testimony 
of  the  loyalty  of  the  Irish  Ca- 
tholics, ii.  69 

recommend  enmity  between 
Protestants  and  Papists,  ii.  70 

Primate  Boulter,  Thomas 
Windham,  and  William  Co- 
nolly,  smother  the  address  of 
the  Catholics  to  George  II.  ii.88 
— Primate Hoadley, Lord  Chan- 
cellor Newport,  and  Mr.  Boyle, 
w.  112 

Lord  Chancellor  Bowes  and 
Mr.  Ponsonby  the  Speaker,  ii. 
225 

Lord  Fitzgibbon  and  Mr. 
Foster,  ii.  292 

Kelhj  Synod  of,  in  1152,  i.  150 
Kelly ^  Mr.  commands  in  the  at- 
tack on  New  Ross  by  the  rebels, 
ii.  464 

■  ■      tried  and  executed,  ii.  4-81? 
Kenmare,  Earl,  secedes  from  the 

Catholic  committee  inl791,with 
Lord  Fingal  and  others,  ii.  305. 

Keiighy  chosen  governor  of  Wex- 
ford by  the  rebels,  ii.  468 

'     ■     his  origin  and  character,  il. 

— '- —  tried  and  executed,  ii.  483 

Ktldare^  Thomas  Earl  of,  attainted 
and  imprisoned,  i.257 

■  maae  Lord  Deputy,  i.  258 
dismissed,  i.  260 

Gerald,    appointed    to   the  | 
government,  ib, 
—  recalled,  i.  265 

declares  for  Sininel,  i.  266 

pardoned  and  continued  in 
the  government,  i.  270 

removed,  i.  271 

arrested  on  a  charge  of  high 
treason,  i.  273 

attainted,  tried,  and  ac- 
quitted, i.  278 


Kildare,  Earl  of,  restored  to  the 
government,  i.  279 

his  fidelity  to  Henry  VIL  i. 


281 


ib. 


gains  the  battle  of  Klnoctow, 

his  death,  i.  284 
—  succeeded  in  the  government 
by  his  son  Gerald,  tb. 

Gerald,  deprived  of  his  office 


and  imprisoned,  i.  285 

is  restored  to  favor  and  again 


confined,  i  286 

his  son  Thomas  and  his  five 


brothers  executed,  i.287 
—  his  death,  i.  288 

Earl  of,  presents  a  spirited 


memorial  to  George  II.  about 
his  country,  ii.  122 

its  good  elFects,  ii.  123 


Kilkenny^  convention  of,  i.  218 

statute  of,  i.  22i 

Killala^  Bishop  of  (Law)  spciiks 
strongly  in  support  of  the  Catho- 
lic claims,  ii.  336 

his  faitliFul  account  of  the 

French  landing  at  Killala,  ii.511 

town  of,  French  land  there 

under  Humbert,  ii.505 

left  in  the  hands  of  the  re- 
bels louff  after  Humbert's  sur- 
render, li.  511 

Klng^  doctor,  his  work  against  the 
Catholics,  i.  413 

guilty  of  gross  faUitv,  i.416, 

4.':;3-6 

Kingsbo  rough,  Lord,  violent 
against  the  Catholic  bill,  ii. 
tiG5 

fills  iulo  the  hands  of  tho 

rebels,  ii.  iTt 

— —  liaJ  been  a  supporter  of  the 
system  of  coercion,  ii.  \7.'i 
his  undertakiug  for  the  safety 


ii['  llie  iiihauiliuils  of  Wexford 
disrei^ardal;  il.  479,  4Sp 
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Rughfs  of  St.  Patrick  instituted^ 

ii.  241 
KnoctoWj  battle  of,  i.  281 
Knox,  Mr.  his  motion  that  Catho- 
lics might  sit  in  parliament  ne- 
gatived^ ii.  353 . 

lMk<,  General,  enforces  rigorous 
military  government,  ii.  399 
issues  a  strong  notice,  ii.  435 
continues  the  old  system,  ii. 
483 

is  recalled,  ii.  489 
his  disg:raceful  conduct  at 
Castlebar,  ii.507 
hangrisbey  Sir  Hercules,  chosen 
to  bring  forward  the  Catholic 
till  in  1792,  ii.  308 

obtains     leave     to    bring 
in  the  Catholic  bill,  ii.  312 
brings  in  the  bill,  ii.  315 
Language^  the  pedigree  of  nations, 
i.  44 

Irish,  antiquity  and  preser- 
vation of,  i.  4.5 

—  same  as  the  Scythian,  ih. 
Scvthian  prior  to  the  Greek, 

ih. 

—  construction  of,  ^iiflcreut  in 
Ireland  and  Wales,  i.  47 

antiquity  of,  proved  by  im- 


memorial use,  i.  5.S 

—  Waldensc  same  as  Trish,i.6l 
Irish  whence  derived,  i.  63 
Latouche^  Mr.  David,  opposes  the 

Catholic  petition,  ii.  318 
iMwyers   corps,    instituted     14th 

September,  1796,  ii.  382 
Ledwubj  his  scepticism,  i.  34 
— —  his  abuse  of  Valianccy,  &c.  i. 

Le  Huntey  Mr.  attacked  by  the 
rebels,  through  the  malice  of 
Mrs.  Dixon,  and  wounded,  ii.4  70 

preserved  by  Mr.  E.  liay  and 

Mr.  Carty,  il\ 


Lnnster  delegates  arrested,  ii.  424 
Duke  of,  head  of  the  friends 

of    constitution^    liberty,    and 

peace,  ii.  326 

moves  in   the   Lords   that 

Lord  Fitzwilliam  had  deserred 
the  thanks  and  confidence  of 
the  country,  ii.  358 

-  protests    with     the    Lords 
against  union  bill^  ii.  363 

Lttand,  his  difficulties  in  avowing 

truth,  1.7 
Ledey,  his  answer  to  Dr.  King,!. 

443 

his    impartial    opinion  of 

James  II,  i.  446 

his  account  of  the  versatility 

of  the  Irish  Protestants,  i.  450 
anecdotes  of  James  II.  £»- 


vouring  Protestants,  i.  462 
Letters,  when  first  used,  i.  57 
Irish  same  as  Scythian,  i.61-2 

—  ancient  Irish,  i.  .101-2 
introduction  of  Roman,  i.lOl 

ancient  use  of,  i.  103-4 

Lcivinsy   Mr.    the   accent  of    the 

united  Irishmenwitn  the  French, 

ii.40l 
Liaghfail,  what,  i.  108-9 
Limerick  surrenders  to  Ginkell,  i. 

477 

terms  of  capitulation,  ib, 

articles  of,  violated,  ii.  3,  14 

ncgociation  of,  ii.  7 

—  contcdicd  from    the   pulpit, 

ii.9 


—  conc'uct  of  Sir  R.  Cox  in  re- 
fcrcncc  1(1  iheui,  ii.  lo 

—  rccognizod  by  the  English 
act  of  13  William  and  Marv,  ii. 
1(3 

confirmed  (or  ratherahridged) 
by  the  Irish  parlianjent,  ii.  21 
petitions  against  the'  act  re* 


jectcd,  ib, 

some  persons   comprised  in 


tKDBX. 


6di 


the  articles,  petition  against  the  j 
act  of  Ann,  heard  by  counsel, 


II.  38 

Loftus^  Gen.,  fails  in  his  attack  on 
the  rebels,  loses  part  of  his  army, 
and  retires  from  Gorey,  ii.  462 

Longevity  no  patriarchal  privilege, 
i.  94 

Lougbborougbf  Jjordj,  opposes  Lord 
Snelburne*s  motion  for  Irish 
independence,  ii  225 

LucaSf  starts  upon  the  right  of 
Dublin  election,  ii.  1 13 

forced  to  fly  from  Ireland, 
returns,  and  is  again  chosen  to 
represent  the  city  of  Dublin  in 
Parliament :  his  patriotism,  ii. 
114 

— -  heads  the  patriots  in  moving 
for  shortening  the  duration  of 
parliaments,  ii.  144 

brings  in  heads  of  a  septen* 
nial  bill,  ib» 

— —  brings  in  two  other  bills  for 
securing  th*'  freedom  of  parlia- 
ment, and  fails  in  all,  ii.  143 

commanded  the  personal 
esteem  of  several  lord-lieute- 
nants, ii.  1.02 

LudloWi  opposes  the  proclamation 
of  Cromwell's  prottctoratt'ji. 4  i  I 

X^/Zr/'//, General,  (afterwards  Lord 
Carhampton)  brino;:»  in  a  bill 
against  houghing  soldiers,  ii.^56 

—  establishes  the  system  of 
sending  persons,  untried,  on 
board  the  tenders,  ii.  2(72 

Mac  Miihorif  chief  of  Monaghan, 

unjustly  executed,  i.  324 
■         Ever,   bishop  of  Clogher, 

taken  prisoner,  and  executed,  i. 

403 
Mac  Neven^  his  examination  in 

the  Lords,  ii.  441 

sigus  an  advertisement  to  the 


public,  not  to  credit  the  reports 
published  by  the  secret  com- 
mittee, ii.  512 

Macomores,  who,  and  how  quieted^ 
ii.  503 

Macpberson  admits  the  existence 
of  St.  Patrick,  i.  39 

Maghtratesy  dangerous  powers 
given  to  them  by  the  insurrec- 
tion bills,  ii.  374 

—  of  Armagh,  their  conduct 
unjust  and  cruel  to  the  catholics, 
ii.  376 

—  infamous  conduct  of  White 
and  Goring,  ii.  517-8 

Magna  Char  la  extended  to  Ire* 
land,  i.  182 

Magog  the  founder  of  the  Scy'^ 
thians,  i.  36 

Mail-  coaches f  stoppage  cf,  signal 
for  rebelliv)n,  ii.  433 

Man,  his  days  abbreviated,  i.  21 

Marche,  Edmund,  Earl  of,  ap- 
pointed lord- lieutenant  in  1423, 
i.  842 

his  death,  i.  24f) 

Margaret i^f  Awym  defeat?  Richard 

Duke  of  Yuik,  on  liiore-hcath, 

i.  240 
Miirlboniugh,    I^rd,    lakes    Cork 

and  Kinsale,  i.  47. 'i 
Mary,  proehtinied  Queen,  i.  305 

revokes  the  latr*  ecclesiastic 

eal  innovuliot.s,  :ind  rvSton-o  he 
civil  cstabli>lnncMU  of  the  Ro- 
man cat  hoi  c  relii^inn,  i    t50(> 

her  civil  government  nnpo- 


puUr  in  Ireland,  i.  o06 

Mason ^  Mr.  Monk,  Ins  bill  to 
enable  cat  holies  to  pljct  out 
morey  on  mortgage,  negtiived 
by  a  large  majority,  ii.  147 

MassuiTtf  at  bmervviek,  by  Sir 
W.  ItaleiL^h,  i.  319 

— —  in  Macgec,  i   373 

— —  by  Ormond,  i.  377 


Ma'uscrt  rf  Droghedi  md  Wei- 

rt  orf  r-.f  an  fntendcd  TB2&* 
SKre  nf  ihe  p-ocesuntJ  onder 
Janmll.  i.  452 

of  ih«  ca«KoKc$  propofcti  in 
council,  tn  iT45.  ii.  107 
^  rrpr^ns  of  :D'enift.d  massa- 
cres ei^cii  OQT,  ii.  401 

nf  fute  prisoners  prnposed 
by  Qilonrl  Vaiwell,  i:.  4S5 

of  the  prisoner*  by  the  yeo« 
men  at  Camew  and  Dunlarin 
ii.  456 

ditto  by  tbe  rebels  at  ScuIIa- 
boguc,  ii.  465 

at  Wexford  by  Dixonj  iL 
476-7 

icopped  by  Father  Corrin,  a 
catholic  clere\*n.en.  li.  477 
3fajrit-^//.  Colonel  moves  tbeCom- 
mons  that  all  prisoners  ^hoold 
be  instaatK'  exrcnied,  ii.  435 
opposed  by  Ld  Castlereaghyi^. 
agjin^t  uni'in,  i.  536 
Afffyioo;/-,  m-jtion  fur  the  payment 

ot  20,^X,K.'/.  :n,  ii.  415 
MUf-ii-^n:^  w  r.«.  cailed  Phocr/ician>, 

i.  3S-0 
^—  rea'.irv  of,  objected  to,  i.  53 
M'lei'tus  cul'*iiizv5  f  relanri,  ill 
Military,  ouir^L-es  of,  ii.  3^2   399 
—    deienM'  n  of  prisoners  de- 
clared iiUsal,  ii.  4(  6 
—  extc-iKiii=,  ii.  426-7,  437-8, 


,  Hiilsy  Lord,  in  Eavoor  of  muoa, 

'     "■*♦*  \ 

Mmrw,  Earl,  in  the  Bridsh  pan, 

mofci  for  an  addfoi  to  die 
throne  for  allaying  dttODOfenfei 
H.  390-1-9 

speaks  in  tbe  British  |koi  an  j 
hwoar  of  conciDatioo,  iL  40M 
410 

iitto  ioibcTrishLonk|iL4l4 
u«x,  his  book,  is.  tS    • 
conocinneOi  by  the  EBfm 
pariiaoMnt,  ii.  S4 
;  Momm^  Isle  of,  atCAdccd  by  S» 
1      niuSy  i.  77-9 
;  — — —  whv  called  sacred,  i.  904 

Momiraik^  vide  CO0U. 
:  Mom'tf  General,  hia  baoHMCB- 

duct,  ii.  476 
'  Mviang  Siar^   dcatiuyeJ  hf  h 
miiitarr,  and  wbv,  ii.  an 
3/orM,  Eari  of,  lo^oflichidii 
>      169 

' wentoverto  IrdandiDiilfi 

i.  170 

recalled,  ib. 

acts  as  sovereien  of  Irtli^i. 
i.  171 

his  power  not  over  thevii 


kingdom,  i.  172 


▼ide  J^^hn, 


441-2 

brutality  of,  ii.  434 

more  savage  in  some  in- 
stance^  than  the  rebels,  ii.  44S 

savage  in  their  ret: -.at  from 
Wexford,  ii.  459,  460 

vide  Y-'/manry, 


Ahs^Sf  his  history,  what^  1.  50 

con>€qucnce  of  to  Insh  hb' 

tory,  i.  26 

cures  Niul's  son  firom  i^ 


Mditiay    bill   for,   introduced   by 
L/jrd  liiUboroiigh,  ii.  333 
-—  recruitiiig  for,  impeded,  bv 
exchidiTsg  cathnlics  from  com- 
ons,  li.  3^ 


serpent's  bile,  i.  107 

yioufiipjj   Deputy,    concludes  i  ^ 

peace  with  Tyrone,  i.  329       • 

marches    into  Munster  t; 

check  the  exercise  of  thecatb^ 
he  rcheion,  i.  334 

EarT,  falls  at  New  Ross,  i).464 

il/:<;:j.vr,  disturbances  in,  ii.s66^ 

poverty  of,  ii.  969 

yiurphy^  Rev.  John,   how  drives 

into  rebellion,  ii.  454 

rallies  his  men,  and  cuts  v  I 
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pieces  a  detachment  of  theNorth 
Cork  militia,  near  Oulart,  ii. 455 
Murpfyi  Rev.  John,  niafched  to 
Camolio,  and  seizes  800  mus- 
kets, ii.  4f56 

takes  Enniscorthy,  ib. 
msulted,  whipped,  and  exe- 
cuted, ii.  478 

at  the  head  of  15,000  rebels 
marched  into  Carlow,  ii.  489 

Rev.  Michael,  killed  at  Ark- 
low,  ii.  467 
Musgrave^  Sir  Richard,  defends 
terrorism  and  cruelty,  ii.  447 

the  acceptance  of  his  book 
disclaimed  by  Lord  Cornwallis, 
it. 

his  falsities,  ii.  445 
endeavoured   to    criminate 
Doctor  Caulfield,  ii.  474 
IdutiCf  profession  of,  honourable, 

'  i.  98,  lOO 
Mutiny  bill,  perpetual,  passed,  ii. 
195 

gives  great  discontent,  and 
resolutions  against  it,  it. 

Mr.  Fox's  speech  un  it,  ii. 
198 

-debate  in  the  Irish  Commons, 
ii.  909 

Naas  attacked  by  the  rebels,  ii. 
334 

National  guards  it's  nature,  ii.  395 

Nations  J  origin  of,  u  SB 

m  ■  their  derivations  proved  by 
religious  institutions,  i.  63*4 

Needbamj  General,  commanded 
at  the  battle  of  ArUow,  ii.  467 

■  too  late  at  his  post  at  Vine- 
gar-hill, ii.  478 

Nelson^  Mr.  a  rebel,  arrested,  ii. 
433 

Ninniui,  his  judgment  of  Irish 
history,  i.  34 

Newspafers^  the  Public  Advertiser 


burnt  by  the  common  hangman^ 
ii.  160 
Newspapers  censured  by   parlia* 
meiu,  ii.  195 

Morning  Star-office  destroy* 
ed,  ii.  399 

—  the  Press,  complained  of  by 
Mr.  O'Donnel,  ii.  416 

Arthur  O'Connor   its  edi- 


tor and  pmprietor,  f^. 

the  Press,    suppressed,   ii. 
418 

some  English  newffpiper9 
ordered  by  ihe  Hoii*>c  ot  Com* 
m  >ns  to  be  burnt  by  the  hands 
of  the  common  hangman,  ii« 
538 
Niul^  his  descendants  driven  from 

the  Red  Sea,  i.  11,38 
■        his  son  cured  of  the  serpent's 

bite  by  Moses,  i.  107 
Noah^  the  earth  divided  among  his 
progeny,  i.  21-3-9,  30 

cotemporary  with  Abraham^ 
i.  84 

probably   acquainted    with 
Ireland,  i.  96 
Norib,  Lord,  disposed  to  relax  the 
penal  laws,  ii.  178-9 

opens  the  Iri&h  propositionSf 
ii,  191 

downfill  of  his  administra* 
tion,  ii.  8)7 

coalesces  with  Mr.  Fox,  ii. 
939 
NortbingteHj  Earl  of,  succeeds  Earl 
Temple,  ii.  t244 

v-^  resigns,  and  is  succeeded  by 
the  Duke  o^  Rutland,  ii.  953 
—  vote  of  thankii  \{x%  proposed 
by  W.  B.  Ponsonby,  ii.  ii54 
additional  salary  of  4000/. 


voted  to  him,  but  decUoed,  ii. 
Northumbtrlandt  £arl  of,  succeecs 

Lord  Halifax,  ii,  14^ 
Nugent,  Earl  of^  speaks  strongly 
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in  favour  of  ihc  commerce  of 
his  country,  in  i he  British  House 
of  Comiiif'niS.  ii.  17U 
Kugtrtf^  Earl  of  conformed  in  his 
yoiilhi  but  died  a  catholic^  ii. 
S36 

"Oak  boys,  who,  ii.  142 

— —  supi^ressed,  ii.  1'I3 

Oafesy  TituS;  favoured  by  the  Eng- 

libh  government,  i.  438 
■  con\icted  of  perjury,  fined, 

whipped,  and  pilloried,  i   4r^9 
UCoinwjy  Charges,  his  origin  of 

the  lri^h  lantruagc,  i.  47-8-9 
—  Lord  Lxllleion's  honourable 

testfinony  of  him,  i.  142 

Rtv.  Nir.  his  propnstd  trars- 


latii'U  ot   the   Irish  annals,    i. 

133-4--5.6 

what  to  consist  of,  i  137-6-9 
his  c  'liection  nf  Irish  matiu- 


scripls,  i.  13^),  140 

hi-  earnest  in  favour  of  the 


atMiqniry  of  Irish  annal>,  i.  141 

—    ^Krihur.   ni.  k>s    a    biilhaiii 


speech    on  catholic  en  sane  t  pa- 
tic  n,  ii.  iJO'.i 

—  ofTf :  cl<  hi<  iinclv,  L'-rd  Lon- 
jriitvilie,  aixl  rt^igns  his  st»at, 
//•. 

—  prnpi ivtor  of  the  Press  new s- 
paper,  li.  \\(y 

—  aric-'.ed,  iri'd  at  Maidstone, 
anr'  iuciiitleii,  ij.  4-17 

—  \\r^  itrios  on   wliich  he  and 

clht-r  iclxis  <iihn;iJvd  to  jrive 

....  t 

evklenci,  n.  -ip7 

cJjai?it<     I. Old    CrstliTfnch 
wiili  diAu.'i'ie tit'ni  iiii^cn-Hge-  ^ 
Pient,  li^  1>;7-S  "       ' 

—  sipns   :ui    ;jdv(ni.>em(]il    to  ! 

>  •  i 

caiiti.-.n  th(t  ri'.i'iH    ;itT:^il;^^  i-rc-    I 

clair.ii  il-e   i epulis.  p':l.>l;>l!ed  b\    i 

thf  strret  ciin^uiil  ce,  ii.  51iJ        j 

OcloLcr  club,  what,  ii  .59    -  j 


Ogham  characters,  whar,  i.84-5-0 
Oglff  Mr.  with  Doctor  Dutcmao, 

opposes  the  Catholic   bills,  it 

SSf*,  353 
O'Hara.  Mr.  presents  the  Gather 

lie  petition,  rejected,  ii.6l3 
0*NeU,  Mr.  moves  a  voteof  thanks 

to  the  volunteers,  ii.  199 
— ^  moves   an    address    to  the 

Duke  of  Portland,   ii  993 
strongly  rebukes  Fitzgibboa 


for  insolence,  ii.  273 

presents  a  pcii  ion  from  Bel- 


fast tor  the  repeal  of  all  poial 
laws,  ii.  315 

—  votes  for  Catholics  fitting 
in  parliament,  ii.  SS3 

Lord,  killed  at   Antrioi,  ii. 


485 

0*Ntaly  vide  Tyrmne. 
I'helim,    forged    the  King'f 

commission,  i.  37$ 
templed   by  the  rrgicidei  to 

acknowled^    hiif    coiumi^'oa 

genuine, retuscs,  and  isextcultd, 

I,  :>97 
Opposition,  to  Lord  Norihington, 

popular,  11.248 
it'ud    gainst  government  ex* 

peiiditures   under    the    Duke  of 

iualand,  ii.270 

(  ppo^e  Fiizgibbon'a  riot  act, 


ii.  27 J 

—  to  the  Marquis  of  Bucking- 
ham, strong,  iu277 

larsicst    division    on    Mr. 


Porbi's':?  ]^lace  bills,  ii.  ^9S 

determined  to   ixrrscvcre,  ii. 
301, yi8 

Orangenttn^  first  instituted  in  1 795, 
find  how,  their  oath  or  icsi,  ii* 
SVl 

increase  in  number  and  fe- 
rocity in  Armagh,  u   :i72 

encouiagcd  by  govcrun^eot^i 

ii.  38:^-3 
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Orangemen^  their  loyal  address  to 

thepubiiCyii.  422 
———mischief  of  such  societies,  ib. 
•—  according  to  Mr.  O'Connor 
they  adminisiered  the  oalh  of 
ex'.crinination,  and  received 
money  and  encouragement  from 
government,  ii.  4-23 

dislike  Lord  Cornwallis,  ii. 
513 

—    encrcasc  in  spile  of  Lord  I 
Cornwallis,  ii.  517-8 

warily  abstain  from  the  ques- 
tion of  union,  ii.5ol 
Ordt\  Mr.  introduces   his   com- 
mercial   propositions   into    the 
Irish  house  ot  commons,  ii.263 

disapproves  of  ihe  clause  Un 
prostrating  Catholic  chapels, 
and  denies  the  riots  of  the  Kiglu 
boys  to  be  a  popish  conspiracy, 
ii.271 

submits   to  the   house   his 
plan  of  education,  li.  !^73 
Ormondy  James,  l'.arl  of,  accused 

of  intideiity,  i.  246 
executed  on  a  scaffold,  i. SSI- 
John,  restored  to  favor  and 
his  estates,  i.  ^{iO 

Marquis  of,  devastates  part 
of  the  pale,  i.  \il^ 

his  eommis-^ion  to  meet  the 
confederates,  i.  377 

obeys  the  parlianientiirian 
committee  against  the  King's 
commands,  ib. 

Ik  IS  massacre  iu  cold  blood, 
ib. 

marcius  to  Ross  with  6000 
men  m  obedience  to  the  l\ir- 
liamcurarian  committee,  ib. 

comm;;ndeU  by  the  King  to 
negociate  one  year's  cessation  of 
^ruis,  i,  378 

again  cominanded  to  meet 
(he  confederates,  i.  379 


Ormondf  Marquis  of,  opposes  the 

cessation,  i.  379 
Sir  Henry  Tichborne's  ac* 

count,  ib, 

disobeys   the   King's  com- 


mands, i.  380  3-4 

procures  f^m  the  confeder- 


ates   a    voluntary    payment   of 
30,0001.  and  a  reinforcement  of 
some  thousand  men,  i.  381 
his  army  opposes  the  cessa- 


tion, and  takts  the  Odvenant,  i. 
382 

is  desired  b\  the  confederales 


to  lead  them  against  the  King's 

enemies,  i.  :5S3 

—  treats  with  the  Scots  to  join 

him  against  the  confederates,  i. 

384 

his   perfidy    to     Glamor- 


gan  and    the  confederates,    i« 
386 

refuses  to  lead  the  confedcr*- 


ates  against  the  parliamenuri- 
ans,  i.  SSO,  390 

delivers    the   sword,   castle. 


Sec.  to  the  rebels,  i    389 

reaiis  a  forced   letter  to  the 


lord  mayor  of  Dublin,  to  induce 
him  io,^ive  up  the  city  sword^ 
i.  390 

settles  the  price  of  his  trea- 


chery, ib, 

commended  by  the  Irish  par<- 


liament,  ib, 

leaves  Ireland,  and  is  then 


forced  to  quit  England,  ib, 
returns  to  Kilkenny,  is  ho- 


J  9      —  • 
nourably   received,  dissembfes, 

and     heads     the    confederates 

against  the  parliamentarian  rcr 

fa^^ls,  i.  391 

opposes  the  catholics  to  the 


last,  1,  392 

—  concludes  a  peacs  u  ith  (he 
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D  nfetif  ra:«  only    a    Icrmighi 
bcfciT  Char:c>'»  deaih,  i.  Spi 
Cr pir*?«/.  Marquis    of,   p'-'Cijiiiid 
Crar:c5  U.  kii-.g  at  Vr.j^h  J  , 
i.  393 

shamer.:'.!v  defeatci  at  Ilaib- 
minesy  i>y  Jones  i    .-9^ 
-^  CKCv'U'^.i^i.s  Chjrii*    IF.   to 
take  I  he  ^.-.^veruni,  i.  591 

rfccivfxi  SChW.  a  >eir  fn)m 
Cromvicrlly  i.  597 

his  scandalous  miscoDducty 
i.  597-8 

surrenders  his  powers  in  Lnrd 
Clanricardeiaud  goes  to  Fr^uct^ 
i.  39Si  44)3 

his  testimony  cf  Cromwell's 
cruelty,  i.  400 

mist  rusted  bv  the  confcde- 
rates,  i.  395,  *0i-5 

reasons  tor  his  quitting  Ire- 
land, i.  404 

—  encrurage?  Chir'es  II.  to  ap- 
ply to  the  Pope,  i.  40d 

'  d:.ke  of,  dis  hcvs  Charles 
II. '5  c^.mn^^^.^l^  abojt  jLJic  ca- 
tholics, i.  4'J:> 

resumes  the  government  of 
Irelani^  ii\ 

—  injurt.*s  his  catholic  cniinir\-- 
men  by  ihe  act?  of  sci: lenient 
and  explanation,  ar.d  co^irt  of 
clain:s,  i.  424 

his  ingrain ude  and  injustice 
to  the  Iri>h,  i   4^3 

hi>  gains  by  ihc  rebcllisin,  i. 


I 


428,  436 

—  his  influence  over  Charles  IL 


J.430 

—  opposes  the  enlargement  of 
time  for  holding  the  court  of 
claims,  i.  43t) 

—  thwarts  Ci'.arle*'?  wishes  10 


favour  ihe  carhoii^s,  ;/•. 

— ^   boasts  of    his    endeavours 

to  secure     a     true     proteatant 


English  interest  in  Ireland,  i. 
43S 
Ormonde  Duke  of,  detects  a 
dangerous  conspiracy  in  coose- 
q*ience  of  the  acu  of  •etiknicm, 
i.  434 

opposes  the  further  penenh 
tion  of  the  catholics,  and  win, 
I.  435-7 

—  his  system  of  policy,  i.  439 

—  displaced  atid  n-stoncd,  it. 
renHMCu  by  Jafires  II  i.l41 

—  2d  duktr  ofy  grandson.  a|^ 
pointed  Ir.id  lieutenant,  hmtiBs 
the  act  to  prrvcat  the  gromthot 
poj  er\-,  ii.  40 

10^000/.  put  upon  hia  Ileal, 
and  aitaintid  for  adhering  tri 
popish  pretender^  ii. 

durst  not  attempt  10  scdxe 


his  tenants,  or  any  of  the  IrA 
into  his  rebellion,  ii.  3:2,  IS 
heads  an  expediticminfaTOor 


I 


of  the  pn-tendcr,  ironi  >piin> 
against  Grt-at  Bniain,  ii  74 

0*-rir\^  x'u'.e  BrogbiiL 

0>^usr,^  dU  henticit)  of,  di>p*Jt;i, 
i.  5^ 

Osscry^  Upper,  earl  of,  morf^i3 
the  hriti^h  house  ut  comin«i;>i 
in  fiViuir  ot  the  free  traJc  ct 
Ireland,  1:.  1 90 

Parliament^  English,  pastes  an 
ordinance  againsi  givinfirquinfr 
to  an\  Irtshnun  taken  m  hrs- 
tiliiy  to  the  parliament,  1.  SSS 

— ^  under  Wilham  deciarts  ihc 
acts  of  tne  Insh  parliaineur  ud- 
der  Jamv.s  II.  10  ha\e  b^-en  ac's 
of  r.b--li'o:i  and  treason,  1.459 
■  ■  u>u:psthe  nghi  of  irgi^la  ng 
t)vtr  Ireland,   i.   1.5,    i:3- 7,    35 

—  >'  le>  such  of  the  Irsh  a>^ 
hered  10  James  II.  rebels  aoJ 
traitors,  ii.  87 


ivliKii, 


for 


ParUsrmMf  BrStu^,  pASMs  ah  act 
IpaMure.the  crown  in  the  pro- 
testant .  line^  iu  Si 

passes  the  schism  bill^  in 
1714,11.55 

-1—  grants  tbe  Irish  propositions, 
passes  the  bill  for  union,  ii. 

iniperial,  members  of,  how 
selec][cd,  ii.  566 

Irish,  the  firsts  i.  igs 

.  several  at  Kilkenny  and 
I^ublin,  i.  dl6 

several  during  Henry  IV.  i. 

234 

offensive  to  tne  Irish,  ih. 

ofDrogheda,  i.275 

servility  of,  i.  292 

proctors  excluded  from,  i. 
S94 

improvident  acts  of,  i.  816 
— -  managed  by  Wentworth,  i. 
357 

the  first  under  Charles  II. 
how  constituted,  i.  420 
—  had  been  none  (except  that 
of  James  *IL)  for  26  years  till 
Lord  Sydney  convened  one  iq 

1692,  ii.  18 

reprimanded  and  prorogued 
by  Lord  Sydney,  ii.  19 

a  new  one  convened  by  Lord 


Capel,  ii.  20 

passes  resolutions  against  the 
resi{ination  of  members,  ii.  36. 

dissolved  on  account  of  whig 
prevalence,  ii.  53 

sets  a  price  of  50,000l.  on 


the  Pretender,  ii.  68 

addresses  the  thro^ against 


Wood's  patent,  i»/^3 
—  resolves  ^^  lin  address  of 
thanks  f^^ae  throne,  for  ap- 
point*  v^ird  Chesterfield  lord- 


ParJtfitnefdf Irish,  all  who  d|jpo8ed 
the  minister  (under  Stone)  dis- 
missed,  ii.  121 

message  to  psLrlijUfheht  about 
French  invasion,  and  its  dfects, 
ii.  127 

motion  for  shortcniog  dura- 
tion of,  ii.  144 

—  two  hills,  brou^t  In  by  Mr. 
Lucas,  for  securing  its  freedom 
lost,  ii.  145 

octennial  bill  established,  ii. 
156 

—  rejects  the  judges*  bill,  on 
account  of  aherations  intro- 
duced into  it  by  the  English 
cabinet,  ib, 

unconstitutionally  prorogued 


by  Lord  Townshena,  ii.  161 
unconstitutional  act  for  try. 


ing  offenders  out  of  their  coun- 
ties, passed  under  Lord  Towns- 
hend,  and  repealed  under  Lord 
Harcourt,  ii.  167 
—  first  octennial  parliament 
dissolved  in  four  years,  ii. 
175 


—  Mr.  Grattan*s  motion  for 
legislative  independence  nega- 
tived, ii.  213 

dissolved   in  July  1783,  ii. 


244 


—  vote  of  thanks  to  the  volun- 
teers in  17B3,  ii.  246 

reasons  for  not  convening  it 


on  the  regency,  li.  282-3 

desires  the  lord-lieutenant 
(Marquis  of  Buckingham)  to 
transmit  its  address  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  which  his 
Excellency  refuses,  ii.  285 
addresses  his  Majesty  on  his 


recovery,  and  receives  a  graci- 
ous answer,  ii.  288 

no  placemen  out  of  300 


I     -members,  ii.  998 


f»*r¥- 


'.  *.. 


■aefi*s  !  .  3- " 
ii.  MT 

p-riTor'^'i,  15:h  Af  rl  ITM, 

ii.  3S4 

dissoSrf^,  I  !;h  jd\  1 7 17-  T;. 

proroetjcd,  CthOrtoocT  I  r&8, 
ii.  5:3 

nK«t5,  S3d  JiDcirv  1799,  H. 
5-23 

mot  inn  for  ihe  parllamtnt  to 


• 


remove  lo  Cort,  ii.  517 

memben  of,  shift  iheir  seats. 


ii.  5\H9 

—  v^TitT'iSMfd  on  the  1  «i  of  Jane, 
I7!>&,  ii.  .54-^ 

—  a^-':re*«  '•'  b'/*"  h-i:-c«,  wi:h 


rr'ir  rv=// L:*.i',n*,  *p^rf»-.ing  o- 

':.':  ar-ir./i  '  f  un*";n,  pri ^cii'^d  . 

i'/  the  Brii>h  parliament  by  the  ; 

Duk-.'  of  Pr inland,  u.  561  i 

p-'i^sts  i:.e  bill  for  unijn.  ii.  1 


^  '•  *^ 


the  i2*t  sess'on  put  an  end  ' 

to,  i^d  .M.g'j.i  ISOO,  ii.  065 

Pamei/^  Sir  John,  against  union, 
ii.  5^5 

opposes  an  adjournment,  ii.  j 
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moves  for  a  dissolution  of 
parliament,  U'. 
Parrcriij  Sir  William,  ind-cted  for 
h  gh  crimes  aiid  inisdemeanors. 

Sir  Lawrence,   opposes   the 
address  wbiah   saoctiuacd   the 


'rvrs  Dc:  ci  ibe 

—  rx  res  fz  r  ir^crena^  4 
Yeo:r.Ar.rT  to    50,000  mo^  i 

—  rxs  morion  to  po  inlv  At 
s-i  e  cf  :he  natica,  5ek  li 
March  1798,  zienriT^  i.  Ill 

—  rroTfs  for  cxpcssiat  fro* 
the  address  ihc  pancr^  » 
latTD?  *o  unioa.  ii.  524 

arr.i-grs  ihc  niinisccr  fa 
r-JcVi-g  a  pirlunK^pt,  tai 
n^''?>in  arrtT  dm-.n:  fcr.sh 
tinii '^  the  ir!-.e7ier:;.-.nreora 
IrTsV  pjrlarr.e-^.i*  ii.  ^^S'i 

n-.ove<  for  llje  a!*en*.'iflc«ci 

Maj  r  Rogers  aiij  Sheriff  Dcr- 
bv.  li.  5  35 

Fc^rus,  i-isAc  of,  in  I»-eIanJ,  mviiS 
J.^mes  I.  i.  S 14 

PctrUk,  Sa  •'.!,  !iis  existence  cues' 
::r  lud.  i.  i«    1  1 1 

s.r.i  srvni  Home  to  IrelaDu 

i.  !5 

bs,  I :ze?  Kin^  Loagaire,  iS 

jT'Ots  ^t    his   eaister.cc,  i 

I  lb-7-S 

h>  existence  dcDied  bv  Led 


vich,  i.  .  ei 

believed    by    Campbcliri 


1-23 


I bis  civil  estimation,  i.  129 


t'stintJ 
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r  in  Ireland^  who  under 

ge  I.  ii.  79 

Fry  important  questions  on 

y-bills,  ii.  98,  117 

eir  cause  advanc^  by  the 

larity  of  Lucas  and  convic- 

)f  Neville,  ii.  1 19 

eir  majority  of  five  on  the 

ly-bill,  ii.  120 

ai^  of  them  recreant  from 

principles,  ii.  W4 

rry  an  important  question 

St  the  minister^  ii.  125 

itvoted  on  the  septennial 

i.  145 

il  in  their  motion  about 

)ns,  ii.  146 

-attack  the  pension  list,  ii. 

1  oflT  in  numbers,  iL 
eir  motion  to  enquire  into 
ippression  of  the  heads  of 
tor  securing  the  freedom 
rliament  negatived,  ii.  1 50 
ong  address  upon  the  heads 
le    septennial  bill   having 
arrested   by  the  English 
council  negatived,  ii.  ]51 
rry  a  more  moderate  ad- 
next  davy  ii.  152 
0  popular  bills  lost  in  Eng- 
ii.  151 

ove  addresses  and  resolu- 
descriptive  of  the  distress 
!  country,  ii.  173 
cceed  in  rejectmg  the  fo- 
troops,  ii.  172 
pose  Fitzgibbon's  riot  act, 
2 

srsevere  in  pressing  upon 
^pular  subjects,  ii.  S94-5, 
318 

Fhomss,  his  doctrines  per- 
is, ii.  30i 

-day  Boys,  who,  why  so 
,  ii.  279,  280 


PeeP'of-day  Boy6,  acquire  an  as* 
ccndaucy  iver  the  dtrfcnders  in 
the  north,  ii.  294 


encrease,  ii.  325-6 


—    become    Orangemen,  and 
why,  ii.  371 

defeat  the  defenders  at  Dia^ 


mond)  in  Armagh,  ii.  372 
Pif^rtf^i5,twelve,creaiedby  Queen 

Ann,  ii.  56 
unusual  creation  of,  in  1777, 

ii.  176 

sale  of,  under  the  Marquis  of 

Buckingham,  ii.  29O 

—  charged  on  ministers,  and 

defended  from  wantof  evidence, 

ii.  301 

twenty-seven,  created  on  the 

union,  ii.  557 
PearSf  Eln^lish,  34,  protest  against 

the  schism  bill,  ii.  57. 
dispute  with  the  Irish  peers 

about  appellant  jurisdiction,  ii. 

73 

Lord  Moira  moves  for  an 

address     to     the     throne,    ii. 
390-1-9 

Irish,   thank  the  Duke  of 


f  —  —  ^—  —  — — 

Ormond  f>r  furthering  the  act 
to  prevent  the  growth  of  popery, 
ii.  41 

Tories  command  a  majority. 


ii.49 


—   address  the   Queen  (Ann) 
against  tlie  con)mons,  ib» 

a<idress  the  Queen  in  -favor 


of  chancellor  Phipps,  ii.  CO 

dispute  with  the  English 
peers  about  appclUnt  jurisdic- 
tion^ ii.  73 

5,  with  lord-lieutenant,  pro- 
test against  the  ri^ht  ot  the 
Irish  commons  to  originate  mo- 
ney bills,  ii.  159 

15,  protest  ajpinst  the  ad^ 
dress  to  bis  majesty,  for  coq- 
V 
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tinning  Lord  Townsend  in  the 
government,  ii.  164 
Peers    pass     fttrong     resolutions 
a^inst  lacking  to  money-bills, 
ii.  £5£ 

address  to  the  Prince  to  ac- 
cept of  the  regency  voted,   ii. 

—  protest  against  it,  ib^ 
protest  against  union,  ii.  524 
plan  of  union  carried,  ii.  558 
make  some  amendments  in 

the  articles  of  union,  ii.  561 
Duke  of  Lcinster  and  others 

protest  against  the  union*  bill^ 

li.  563 
pelbaniy  Mr.,  county  and  city  of 

Armagh  oflfer  to  elect  him,  i  i. 

383 

moves  for  referring  papers  to 

a  secret  committee,  ii.  89S 
says  neither  Defenders  nor 

Orangemen  are  rebels,  ii.  418 

—  resigns  his  office,  ii.  420 
Pembroke^   Earl  of,  protector  of 

England,  i.  ISl* 

extends  Magna  Charta  to 

Ireland,  i.  182 

his  death,  i.  183 

Richard,  offends  Henry,  i. 
Ill,  185 

treacherously  murdered,   i. 
186 

Earl  of,   lord-lieutenant  in 
1707,  terms  the  catholics  ene- 
mies, ii.  (v'J 
Pensions^  motions  against,  negji- 

tivcd,  ii.  146-9 
— -    resolutions    against     their 
shameful  encrease,  ii.  177 

attacked  by  Mr.  Forbes,  ii. 

266,  276 

—  bill  lost,  ii.  272 
list  encTcased    13,000/.  per 

annum  under    the  Marquis  of 
Bipckini^bam,  ii.  291 


P€ry$  Mr,  gained  over  by  Lofd 

Towhshend,  ii.  163 
elected  speaker,  ift. 

succeeded  in   1786  by  Mr. 

Foster,  ii.  266 

P^fo/,  Sir  John,  his  prudent  ad- 
ministration, ii.  S20 
PbenieianSf  who,  i.  40 

their  mode   of    preserving 

their  records,  i.  144 

Pbibps,  Sir  Constantine,  )or(!« 
cnancellor,  bi^  character,  ii.  53 

the  Irish  Commons  present 

an  address  against  him,  ii.  53, 
60 

supported  by  the  boose  of 

peers  and  convocation,  11.  60 

Pibacbirotb^  idem  quod  Capercbi' 
rotb,  i.  140-1 

Pitt^  Mr.  (afterwards  Lord  Chat- 
ham), addressed  by  the  citixen5 
of  Dublin  on  his  resiguation,  il 
144 

William,  his  adminrstratioft 

established,  ii.  255 

gives  a  disconragring  answer 

to  the  inhabitants  of  Belfast  oa 
reform,  ii  260 

introduces  Mr.  Orders  pro- 
positions into  the  British  house 
of  commons,  ii.  26S 

reprobates  the  former  svistem 
of  governing  Ireland,  ii.  264 
abandons  Orde's,  and  frame? 


r  — 
20  other  propositions,  ib, 
his  restrictions  on  the  regen- 


cy, n.  i'81 


sees  the  necessity  of  recon- 
ciling Ireland,  ii.  345 

(icclares   the  determination 


of  the  British  cabinet  to  bring 
forward  catholic  emancipation, 
ib. 

assured  Lord  Westmoreland 
he  should  not  b«  removed,  ii. 
S46 


IHDBZ. 
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Pi//,  William,  fixes  on  Lord  Cam- 
den as  his  successor,  ii.  S46 

hif  dupliciiy  about  Lord 
Fitzwilliam,  ii.  S46-8-9 

secretly  opposes  his  Lord- 
f  hip,  writes  to  him  on  the  dis- 
missal ofMiessrs,  Wolfe,  Toler, 
and  Beresford,  ii.  354 

declares  his  determination 
never  to  abandon,  the  question 
cif  union  till  Carried,  ii.  5fi8 

proposes  his  resolutions  fbr 
union,  li.  528  to  531 

his  ardour  for  union  not 
checked  by  opposition,  ii.  539 

his  pledge  to  the  catholics 
for  procuring  their  emancipa- 
tion, and  cause  of  his  resigna- 
tion, ii.  54^1-2 
Plantations^  system  of,  instituted 
under  Elizaueth,  i.  322   .    . 

■  ■.     ditto,  under  James',  i.  342   ' 

■  extension  of,  i.  348 
Plautusj  his  Punic  scene  intelli- 
gible to  the   Irish   scholar,   i. 

48-9 
Plunkett,  Oliver,  his  execution, 

i.  439 
Police  bill,  unpopular  and  oppos- 
ed, ii.  266 
— —  report  of  committee  rejected, 

ii.  289 
Ponsonlj^  John,  elected   speaker 
of  the  house  of  commons,  li.  158 

resigns,  ii.  163 
—  George,  supports  ministers, 
ii.  201 

moves  a  vote  of  thanks  tb 
the  throne,  ii.  221 

makes    a  motion  on   the 
multiplication  of  places,  ii,  297. 
violent  against  the  appoint- 


ment by  government    to   the 
<sffice  of  weigh-mastcr  of  Cork, 
ii.  319 
—  sent  for  to  England  to  advise 


about  the  Irish  Govefmnent,  ii. 
347 
Pomon^y^  G.«  opposes  thesuspen* 
si  on  of  Habeas  Corpus  ^  ii.  385 

—  William  Brabazon,  moves 
thanks  to  Lord  Northington,  ii« 
234 

—  his  bill  for  reform  in  jsarlia* 
ment  lost,  ii.  343 

introduces  his  resolutions  on 


reform,  ii.  896 

his  exertions  against  union 
in  concert  with  the  Marquis  of 
Downeshire,  and  Lord  Charle-^ 
mont,  ii.  5^0 
Po^e,  vide  Adrian. 
—   dem'inds  tithes  of  spiritual 
promotions  in  Ireland,  i  189 
excommunicates  the  lawless 


Irish,  217 
-  excommunicates  queen  Eli- 


zabeth, 320 

PortarlingtoTif  Lord,  for  the  ca- 
tholic bill,  ii.  336 

Por/er,  Sir  Charles,  his  probity: 
accused  of  treason,  and  acquit- 
ted, ii.  92 

Portland,  Duke  of.  lord-lieute- 
nant in  1782,  ii.  918 

niakos  a  speech   from    the 

throne  to  the  Irish  parliament, 
ii.  Q26 

resigns,  ii.  231 

coalesces  with  Mr.  Pitt,  on 
condition    of     reforming    the 
abuses  in  Ireland,  ii.  345 
in  Ikvonr  of  union,  ii.  561 

Portugal^  checks  on  the  trade 
with,  ii.  200 

^— -  Qiotion  on,  negatived,  ii, 
201 

Pou/ersamrtf  Earl,  moves  an 
amendment  against  the  address 
for  union,  ii.  529 

P^yningSf  Sir  Edward,  chief  go- 
vernor of  Ivekind,  i.  873 
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FqynH^gs,  Sir  ^ward^  grounds  of  I 
hib  appointment,  i.  874 

defeats  Warbeck*8  atteippt, 

i.  875 

bis  laws,  ib. 
Prejudice f  force  of,  i«  14 
■         in  favour  uf  Greece  and  Rome, 

-i,  J** 

Press,  liberty  of,  Mr.  Fostec's  bill 

'  toreftrain,  ii.  S57 

newspaper,  censured  "by  Afr. 
O'DonQQll,  ii*  416 
suppressed^  ii.  418 
Fretendbf^SOfiOOL  seton  bis  bcfd, 
ii.  61,  65,  68 

proposal  toproclaim  him  king 
on  the  dt*ath  of  Queen  Ann,  ii.67 
rrcruiting  for  big  service  at 
Dublin^  ii.  69 

—  expedition  in  hi»  favour  un- 
der Orniond,  planned  by  Cardi- 
nal Alberoni,  ii.  74 

the  young,  lands  in  Scotland, 
ii.  106-7 

death  of  the  old,  at  Rome  jn 
1765,  ii.  149 
Pri^5/^, cat  hulii ,  rcceive40/.per  an- 
num on  I'ontorming,  ii.  163  . 

out  of  2000,  only  9  engage 

in  rebellion,  ii.  454> 
Prince  of  Wales  accepts  of  the 
regency  under  restrictions,  ii. 
28^3 
-: his  answer  to  the  Irish  ad- 
dress, ii.  287 

spoken  of  a^lord-Iicutenapt, 


irt  order  to  intrpduce  a  system 
of  conciliation,  li.  387 

writes  to  Mr.  Pitt  on   the 
subject,  ii.  388 

Prospertus    rcbils  attack  it  suc- 
cessfully, ij.  434 

ProlestavU,  alarmed  on  the  acces- 
sion 0'  James  II,  i.  443 

di8toval   to  Janjes  II.  before 
his  aodicationj  i,  449a  ^0*  J 


Proiesiants^  theirVf  rsiLMJitya  im  4M 
— -  nature  of  their  ascendancy  in 

Ireland,  ii.  51 
emigrate  from  the  North  of 

Ireland  during  Boulter's  admi« 

nist ration,  ii.  96 
Punic,  weapons  same  ^  Irish,  L 

95 
Puritans^  ascendancy  of^  L  558, 

567 
— —  oppose  the  catholics,  i.  SK 
attach  the  protestants  to  their 

cause  against  the  king  noder 

pretext  of  opposing  popery,  h 

867 

ibeir  spirit^  U  S7l 

QufitHf  wiAt'Mary 

Elizaletlu 

— —  Ann. 

RaUigh,  Sir  Walter,    matiacres 

600  men  at  Smerwick,  i.  SJ9 
Rebellion  of  Tyrone  and  Tyrtoo* 

nel,  i.  340 

: in  1641,  proclaimed,  L  567 

— -—  King  Charles's  opinions  of, 
ib. 

difierent  accounts  of,  L  578 

begun  by  the  massacre  of 

3000  men,  women,  and  children 

in  Mac  Gee,  i.  373 

— -  not  precoucertcci  by  the  Irish, 
ii 

— --in  1641,  offer  of  the  catho-. 
lies  to  put  it  down,  rejected,  i. 
373,  376        ^ 

in  1713  in  Scotland,  ij.  70 

—  fixed  for  the  23d  Mav,  aod 
brciks  out  in  5  798,  ii.  433 

—  becomes  nu^re  ferocious  by 
bting  industrioii&Iy  'tinctured 
u  iih  rt:llgious  acrinion\  ,  ii  441 

4*2    ^ 

extends  towards  the  South, 


ii.  444 ' 


IV^DMXf 
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Reieliitm  breaks  out  in  UUter, 
ii.484 

R$hels^  vide  Insurgents. 

jftidmoady  Revd.  John,  condemned 
and  executed,  ii,  494 

Jte/orm^  of  parliament,  national 
convention  at  Dublin  in  favour 
of,  ii.  949 

— —  Mr.  Flood's  motion  for  it,  it. 

the  Irish  confide  in  the  new 

ministers,  Mr.  Pitt,  and  the 
Duke  of  Rutlandf  to  obtain  it, 
ii.  256 

petitioned  for  by  several 
counties  and  boroughs,  it. 
—  resolutions  in  favour  of  it  by 
the  aggregate  meeting  of  Dublin 
signea  by  the  sheriflfsj>  ii.  259 
-—  commitiee  appointed  by  par* 
liament  to  enquire  into  the  abu- 
ses of  the  state  of  representation, 
ii.  330 

Mr.  Grattan's resolutions  ne- 
gatived, ii.  334 

not  supported  by  the  people 


I  MegencTfj  the  address  presented  to 
and  answered  by  the  Prince,  it. 
287 

bill  brought  forward  by  the 
i^nti unionists,  lost,  ii.  548 
Repeal,  simple,  proposed  by,  Mr.. 
Eden,  ii.  918 

opposed  by  Mr.  Flood,  and 
supported  byMr.Grattiin,ii.28^ 
—  resolutiows  in  favour  of,  by 
the  volunteers,  ii.  232 

agitated  and  debatad  by  the 


without,  ii.  339 

Mr.  W.  B.  Ponsonby's  bill 

•  •  •  •  - 


for  it,  lost,  ii.  343 

his  resoUuiops  in  its  favour 
rejected,  ii.  398 
Refonnation  begun  in  Ireland,,  i. 
289 

■  opposed  by  Cromer,  i.  290 
—  its  progress,  i.  295,  30« 

— '-'^  enacted  by  parliament,  i.  31 1 
vide  Henry  FIIL,  Edward 

Fl.f  Mary,  and  Elizatett. 
R^gf^cyt  limited,   carried  by  Mr. 

ritt,  ii.  281 

■  submitted  to  by  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  ii.  283 

tlie  feelings  of  Ireland  upon 
It,  ii.  282 

address  to    the    Prince  of 


Wales  voted  unanimously,  ii. 
984 


volunteers,  ii.  934,  237 
Resuwption  of  Irish  grants,,  made 

by  Kin£  William,  ii.  26-7 
Revenue,  Mr.  GrattSn's  motion  on 

rncre^^e  of  revttue  officers^  ii. 

296 
Revolution,  of  1668,  brought  no, 

liberty  to  Ireland,  ii.2 
a  mere  conquest  of  Ireland, 

n.  2,  15 

Edmund  Burke's  opinion  of. 


ib. 


of  France,  its  eflfects  on  Ire* 
land,  ii.  303 

celebrated  by  the  volunteers 


at  Belfast,   14th  oi  July,  1792, 
ii.  307 
Reynolds,  the  informer,  account 

of,  li  423 
Richard  L    interferes,  not    with 
Ireland,  i  171 

his  death,  i.  174 

//.  sketch  of  h'ls  reign,  i.  228 
-—  gives  i\^e  regal  dominion  of 
Ireland  to  Robert  de  Vere,  iL. 

invades  Ireland  with  much 
pomp,  i  229 

is  satisfied  with  the  ^pnarent 
•iibmisiion  of  tl\e  Irish,  ii. 
-^  agfin  invades  IreLs^viU  i-  430 
is  taken  prisoner  ip  VV^Icb;, 


and  deposed,  i.  231 

///.   bis  leign   ^ofi  /d^ath. 


i.  2(52 
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Itigfyf  secretary  to  the  Diike  of 
Bedford,  niainiains  the  risht 
of  the  British  Parliament  lo  tax 
Ireland,  ii.  170 

—  defend  J  the  unusual  promo- 
tion 10  peerage^,  in  1777,  ii.  1 76 

Rii^/it  I'oys  a\^d  Cap\.R\g\\\^  what 

and  wno,  ii.  268 
Riotous  proceedings  in  1784,  ii. 

3.)  8 
Roche,  Father  Phillip,  diosen  to 
*  succeed  Harvey,  ii   466 

—  deceived  by  the  acceptance 
of  terms  ])r()mised  by  Lord 
Kingshorou^h  and  not'raiilkd, 
and  taken,  n.  4 Si    ' 

Eldward,  a  rebel  general,  ii. 


468 


— ^ —  goes  to  Wexford  to  summon 
all  to  Vinegar  hill,  ii.  475 

Roderic  O'Connor,  invades  Lein- 
sier,  i.  \hb 

J—  his  uafit  of  resolution,  i.  161 

n his  death,  i.  \  74 

Mcgcrsj  Miijor,  liircatens  to  blow 
up  the  8CJi:>i()n.s  houae,  at  Birr, 
where  sonic  ami  uniunibts  had 
assembled,  ii.  554 

Rowariy  IJamiiton,  found  guilty  of 
fl  libel  in  an  address  to  thi'  vo- 
lunteers, fined  and  imprisoned, 
ii.  342 

■  escapes  from  prison  ;  lOOO/. 
set  on  his  head,  ii.  343 

Rutland^  Duke  of,  succeeds  Lord 
Northington,  ii.  255 

— —  addressed  by  parliament,  ii. 
256 

addresses  and  prorogues  the 
parliament,  May  4,  i764,  ii.  S58 
—  his  answer  lo  the  Sheriffs  of 


Dublih  on  presenting  the adilrcss 
from  the  ai^Gfreoaie  meelinir, 
n.  s»j9 

in  his  speech  to  parliament 


tion  of  the  commercial  proposi- 

ticns,  ii.  266 
Rutli/idj  Duke  of,  becomes  un« 

popular,  and  is  insulted  at  the 

theatre,  ii.  267 
his  death  and  character,  ii. 

274 


••11^ 


Sampson f  William,  his  reasoos 
fir  Crom well's  hatred  to  the 
Irish,  i.  41 1 

SancbofiiatbOy  who,  i.  58 

his  history   how   preserved, 

i.  59 

— 7—  accords  with  the  Irish  annals, 


recommends  lurilicr  considcra- 


1.  C6-7.8 

his  authenticity,  and  ctymo- 

locv,  i   72 

Suuiy  Mr.  prosecuted  for  protect- 
ing Miss  Toole,  a  catholic 
yonuglady,  ii.  lt?6 

Schom/'etg^  Duke  of,  lawless  state 
of  hi-  armv,  i.  456 

killed  at  the   battle  of  the 

Royr»e*,  i.  470 

Scotland  coionized  from  Ireland, 
i.  .s2  3 

Sio//,  altorney  -  general,  (after- 
wards Lord  Clonmel)  opposes 
the  vole  of  thanks  tolhe  volua«» 
teers,  ii.  199 

in  favor  of  Iriih   legislative 

independence,  ii.  224 

Scytnavs^  their  consequence,  i.37 

language  immutabie,  j.  102 

Secret  Commit tt^e,  their  report  on 

Defcndcr.-,yniicd  Irishmcn,&c« 
ii.  30« 

• r  appointed  to  examine  the  pa- 
pers seized  a  I  Belfast,  ii.  394 

« their  rejU)rt,  ii.  395 

ewamine   the  chiefs    of  the 


rebels  in  Aug.  and   Sepu  1798, 
ii.  512  ^ 

—    caution*;   against    their   re- 
port signed  by  Mcsi. O'Connor, 


INOIUC. 


ai5 


EmmetyandMacNeyen,  appear 
in  the  newspapers^  ii.  512 

Settlement  of  Irish  lands,  how 
contrived  under  Charles  II.,  i. 
42S.5 

injustice  of,  i.  423-4-5,  4S0 
James  II.  disposed  to  repeal 
the  acts  of  settlement,  i.  445-9 

Sbearesj  Miessrs.  committed  for 
high  treason,  atid  a  bloody  pro- 
clamation found  in  their  house, 
ii.  4SQ 

Mr.&mmett's  evidence  about, 

ii.  431. 

executed,  ii.  498 


Sheehy,  a  Roman  calhblic  clergy- 
man, unjustly  executed,  ii.  140 

Sfulhurne^  Lord,  his  motion  in 
favour  of  Ireland  in  the  Brili>b 
Peers  negatived,  ii.  1 89 

—  his  motion  for  Irish  independ- 
ence in  the  British  Lords,    ii. 

Sheridan,  R*  B.  in  the  British 
Commons,  moves  an  amend- 
ment to  the  address  on  the  ques- 
tion of  union,  ii.  527 

— —  his  resolutions  about  the  free 
consent  of  parliament  rejected, 
ii.  532-3 

hif  substitute  for  union  re- 


jected, ii.  534 

Sheriffs,  of  Dublin,  Mr.  Reilly, 
fined  and  imprisoned,  ii.  259, 
261 

■  petitioned  to  convene  meet- 
ings to  prepare  addresses  to  the 
tlirone  for  the  removal  of  mi- 
nisters, and  mostly  refuse,  ii.404 

Simnel,  Lambert,  who,  i.  265 

his  arrival  in  Dublin,  i.  S66 

proclaimed  king,  and  crown- 
ed, ib, 

—     again  crowned  with  more 
solemnity,  i.  268 
his  parliament,  ii; 


Simnelf  Lambert,  taken  prisoner 
in  the  battle  at  Stoke,  i.  'QSg 

Speaker  of  the  house  of  Commons^ 
contest  about  the  election  of 
Stanyhnrst  and  Sir  Christopher 
Bamewall,  i.  315 

— ^  Mr.  John  Ponsonby  elected, 
ii.  158 

resigns,  ii.  163 

Mr.  Sexton  Pery,  elected,  ib. 

of  the  imperial  parliameni. 


his  speech  to  the  King  on  the 
union,  ii.  567 

Staffhrd,  Colonel,  betrays  Wex- 
ford to  Cromwell;  i.  400 

Statutes  of  KdwarJ  I.  i.  198 

of  Kiikennv,  i.  224 

about  the  King's  supremacy^ 

i.  291 

Steel  boys,  their  origin   and    sup- 
pression, ii.  143 

Stoke,  biittle  of,  i.  269 

Stone,  Primate,  his  testimony  of 
Irish  loyalty,  in  1745,  ii.  lo's 

isentru-ied  with  the  manage- 
ment of  the  English  interest,  ii. 
115 

his  character,  ib. 

opposed    by   his    colleague, 

Mr.  Bovle,  ii.  116 

Lord  Clare's  re  presentation  of 


his  administration,  ib. 

wholly  manages  the  Duke 


of  Dorset,  ito*ieo 

violent  in  his  measures,  ii. 


121 


—  disgraced  and  struck  off  the 
list  ot  privy  counsellors,  ii, 
123 

his  death,  in  1764,  ii.  149 
Strafford,  vide  IVentworth. 
StrongbotL',  engages  for  Dermocl, 
i.  157 

his  success  rouses  Henry's 
jealousy,  i.  159 

—  his  letter  to  Henry,  ib. 


€1« 


tit**. 


Strmgitkv^  rttohtSei  «dlh  Henry, 

appointed  sole  governor  of 
Ireland,  i  169 
Yih  death ,  iB. 
Sussexy  Earl  of,  ejttetids  the  fiale, 
i.  507 

■  represents  to  Elizabeth  the 
bad  effects  of  her  tneauirei  re- 
tfpectins  the  rerormation,  i.SlS 

Su/an^  Air.  Justice,  arrests  the 
Leinster  delegates  in  the  house 
of  Mr.  Oliver  Bond,  ii.  424 

Swi/tf  Dean,  his  characCer  of 
doctor  Lesley,  i.  44S 

— -  his  character  of  the  Earl  of 
Wharton,  ii.  46 

his  patriotism  and  character, 
ii.  80 

his  Drapier's  letter,  tb. 

Tandy^  James  Napper,  secretary 
to  the  societv  of  united  Irish- 
men in  Dublin^  ii.  306 

— -^  fled  to  the  continent,  ii. 
S60 

■  excepted  out  of  the  act  of 
Amnesty,  ii.  501 

Tat  ah,  defeat  of  the  rebels  at,  ii. 

442 
Temple,  Earl,  succeeds  the  Duke 
ot  Portland  as  lord- lieutenant, 
ii.  286  i; 

his  general  character  and  po- 
pularity, ib- 

adi tressed  bv  the  corporation 
ofDublii.,  ii.241 

quits   the    government  Sd 
June,  1785,  ii.  243 

—  thanks  of  the  commons  to 
hiin  opposed  only  by  3  mem- 
bers, ii.  246 

—  succeeds  the  Duke  of  Rut- 


land, ii.275 

commends  the  late  system  in 


bit  addVtM  li>  the  PifliatriAit, 

^-  .  . 

Tsm^te,  Earl,  his  secret  si^lein,  li. 

276 

pursuers  the  plan  of  hb  pre- 
decessor, it. 

prorogues    the   parfiaipcnt 
premattireT),  11.277 
—  his  rigorous  scrutiny  int«  fix 
subaltern  departmental  it.  2?8 

afraid  to  convene  parliament 


on  the  regency,  ii.  281 
—  instructed  from  Eng^d  to 
prepare  Ireland  for  a  nmitcdre* 
gency,  ii.  28S 

refuses  to  transmit  the  aif- 
dress  of  parliameot  to  tbePnnoe 
of  Wales^  ii.  285 

announced  to  the  Irish  par- 


liament the  King's  fteovery,  ii. 
288 

appoints    a   day  of  public 
thanksgiving,  ii. 
—  opposed  and  disliked  in  his 


government,  ii.  290 

corruption  of  his   govern- 


ment, ib. 

displaces  all  who  voted  for 


the  address  to  the  Prince,  ib. 
encreases  the    pension  list 


by  13,0001.  perannum^  ii.291 
celebrates  the  King's  reco- 


very by  a  superb  gala,  and  in- 
vites none  who  voted   for  tbe 
address  to  the  Prince,  ib. 
retires  secretly  from  Ireland, 


ii.  292 

severe  charges  against  him 
by  Mr.  Grattan,  ii.  295 

his  attempt  to  gain  over  Mr. 


G.  Ponsonby,  ii.  319 


for  union,  ii.  550 


ThurloWf  Lord,  recommends  the 
Irish  judicature  bill  to  be  put 
off,  ii .  240 
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'thurloWi  Lord,  commends  Earl 

Temple,  ii.  940 
Ticbborne,  Sir  Henry,  vide  Lords 

Justices. 
•— -  fais  account  of  Ormondes  op- 
position to  the  cessation^!.  379 
J^igbermasf  -killed  by  lightning, 

1.67 
TiibeSf    abolition  of    agistment, 
II.  101 

-^ resolutions  of  the  grand  jury 

of  Armagh,  in  1808,  as  to  tiuies, 
ii.  103 

Mr.  Grattan^s  resolutions 
negatived,  ii.  272 

Mr.  Fitzherbcrt's  bill  for 
clerCT  to  recover,  ir.  275 

dijI  introduced  by  Mr.  Grat- 
tan  appointing   commissioners 
'  to  enquire  into  the  stateof  tithes, 

11.  289 
■■        act  to  quiet  and  bar  all  claims 
of  agistment  for  diy  and  barren 
cattle,  and  cause  of,  ii.  562 
Tone,  Theobald  Wolfe,  his  trial 

and  lamentable  end,  ii.  516 
Tories,  address  Queen  Ann  against 
"  the  Presbyterians,  ii.  47 

prevalent  in  the  Irish  Peers, 
ii.  49,  79 

ditto  in  the  English  Corn- 
mons,  ii.  56-9 

dismissed  from  the  councils 
of  Geoi^e  I.,  ii.  68 
Tovmshend,  Mr.  Thomas,  (after- 
'wards  Lord  Sydney)  in  the 
British  Commons  censures  Lord 
Harcourt's  conduct  as  to  the 
4000  men  sent  to  America,  ii. 
175 

proposes  a  bill  to  take  away 
appellant- jurisdiction  from  the 
courts  of  Great  Britain,  ii.  238 

Marquis,  lord  lieutenant, 
S3rstem  of  governing  Ireland 
when  he  went  over,  ii.  152-3 


Tofi/nsbend,  Marquis,  attempts  to 
destroy  it,  ii.  i54 

his  address  in  managing  the 
system  and  his  character,  ii« 
155 

countenances  the  cry  for  sep* 
tennial  parliaments,  iL 
—  drawn  by  the  populace  on  tht 
passing  of  the  septennial  billj 
li.  156 

— ^  loses  his  popularity^  ii.  157 
sends  a  message  to  parlia^ 


ment  about  the  increase  of  the 
army,  ib. 

aissolves  the  parliament,  and 


after  a  lapse  of  16  months  con- 
venes a  new  ohe,  ii.  158 

irritated  at  the  resolutions  of 


the  commons  in  favor  of  the  r 
originating  money  bills,  ib. 
—  IS  prevented  Ijrom  protesting 
against  them  in  their  journals, 
ii.  15dsl62 

protests  in  the  lords,  ib. 

mcition  against  his  sudden- 


ly proroguing  the  parliament 
carried  by  106  against  73,  ii. 
161 

— :  prorogues  the  parliament  in- 
stantly, w* 

makes  many  proselytes,  ii» 


163 

secures  a  majority  of  one 
third  of  the  house,  ii.  164 

finds  the  fiscal  resources  of 
Ireland  insufficient,  ii.  165 

procures  an  increase  of  lol. 


per   annum   to   popish  priests 
conforming,  ib. 

-—  makes  an  interesting  speech 
on  commercial  propositions,  ii. 

!264 
Trade,  resolutions  of  Dublin  and 

Wateribrd  about  trade,  ii.  J  83 
1—  Mr.  Graitan  moves  for  a 

free  trade,  ii*  185 
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Trade,  Lord  North's  3  proposi- 
tions upon  free  trade,  ii.  191 

—  debates  upon  ii  in  the  British 
pacliamenti  ii.  188- 9 

Tradition,  facility  of,  i.  18-9,  22- 
4-5 

—  not  confined  to  one  line  of 
patriarchs,  i.  19,  20 

Tro^j  Catholic  Bishop  of  Ossory, 
quiets  theWhitp-boys,  for  which 
he  is  thanked  by  government, 
ii.  963 

Tyrconmly  Earl  of,  head  of  the 
armv,disl;kedby  the  protestantSi 

445-6 

disposes  the  King  f  JamesIF.) 
to  the  repeal  of  the  acu  of  set- 
tlement, i.  445-9 

appointed  lord  deputy,   i. 

445 

—  his  character,  i.  446-9 

sun^mons  the  loyal  Irish  to 

arm  against  the  rebels,  i.  459 
his  proclamation  to  persuade 

the  rebels  to  lay  down  their arms^ 

1.  453 

imposes  on    the  King,    i. 

461 


— r-  appointed  chief  governor  by 

James,    after  he   had    left    the 

country,  i.  475 
Tyrone,  Earl  of,  his  insurrection, 

i.  303 
■     '     forced  to  submission,  1.827-9 
^11 —  his  insurrection  encouraged 

by  James,  j.  33^ 

Union  of  Ireland  with  Great  Bri- 
tain fi'-st  pnjccicd  under  the 
Duke  of  Bedford,  ii.  199 

opposed  by  the  Irish  interest, 
aufl  productive  of  riots,  ib, 
—  I/)ri!  Cornwallis  insiructed 
to  bn  )j2;  it  aliout,  ii.  519 

Mr.  Cooke's  pamphlet  on 
poion^  iit  52Q 


Unum^  it  divides  the  nation  into 
new  parties,  ii*  560 

resolutions  of  the  bar  against 
it,  ii,  520-1 

—  ditto  of  Dublin   against  if, 
ii  521 

ditto  various  against  it,  ii« 
522-3,  554 

recommended  in  speech  from 


the  throne,  ii.  52S 

first  question  of,  carried  iu 


the  Irbh  Peers,  ii.  524 

ditto  in  the  Commons  by  i 


majority  of  one,  ib^ 

rejected  in  the  Commons  by 


a  majority  of  6,  ii.  525 

introcuced  into  the  British 


Parliament  by  Lord  GrenviUc. 
and  Mr.  DundaS|  ii,  52$    , 
—  Mr.  Pitt  proposes  bis  reso- 
lutions on    union,    ii.    S2B  to 
531 


-^votesof  the  British  Commoos 
in  favour  of  union  communict- 
tcd  to  the  British  Peers,  ii.  534 
various  resolutions  and  ex- 


ertions against,  ii.  5^7-8 
wished  by  some  to  be  car- 


ried by  awe  of  military  disci-^ 
pline,  ii.  539 

conference   of    the    British 


houses  upon  it,  ii.  543 

British   Parliament   address 


the  crown  for  union,   ii,  544-5 
—  government  patronage  em- 
plo\od  in   proselytizing  for  it, 
li.  549,  557 

unjust iGible  means  for  ^ 


the 


against  it,  ii.  550 
articles   of,    carried    in 

Irish  Cou)mons,  ii.  557 

. diiio  in  the  Lords,  ii,  55B^ 

introduced  mio  the  British 

parlianjciit,  ii,  ^61 

plan  of,  ^pprove^  ancj  §ei\J 


to  Irejand,  ii.  5$i-^ 
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tfiiioTij  bill  for^  passes  the  Irish 

parliament^  ii.  56$ 
—  ditto  the  British  parliament! 
\l  564 

receives  the  royal  assent,  ii. 
665 

is  announced  by  proclama- 
tion, ii.  568 
United  Iriithmen,  first  institution 
of,  in  1791,  ii-  S05-6 

publish  a  declaration  of  their 
political  tenets^  test,  and  consti- 
tution, ii.  S07 

address  the  volunteers,  ii. 
S42 

offended  at  Mr.  Grattan's 
reprobating  their  system  of  an- 
nual parliaments,  and  universal 
suffrage,  ii.  S4>S 

not  criminal  in  1 794,  f3. 
—  difference  between  the  first 
and  the  last,  ii.  S44p 

their  t€5t  originally  confined 


to  parliamentary  reform,  ii.  345 
- —  encrease  ih  numbers,  ii. 
867 

their   views    according    to 
Mess.  O'Connor,  Emmett,  and 
Mac  Neven,  ii.  368-9 
—  their  oath,  ii.  370 

how  far  connected  with  de- 
fenders, ii,  S78-9 

how  armed  and  organized, 


ii.  381 

—  not  guilty  of  having  a  com- 
mittee of  assassination,  ib. 
two  committees  arrested  and 


their  papers  seized  at   Belfast, 
ii.  893 

acquitted  in  Rex  tr.  Hanhn 


and  Nogber^  ii.  394 

diminish  in  Ulster  in  the 


summer  of  1797,  ii.  400 

their  leaders  give  out  reports 
of  intended  general  massacres, 
ii.  401 


t7/2f/^rftrishniert,theirnegociationS 
with  the  French,  ii.  403-3 

-^-' —  engage  the  Dutch  to  prepare 
for  the  invasion  oi  Ireland, which 
leads  to  Lord  Duncan's  victory^ 
11.  403 

wish  the  ministefs  to  remain 


in  office,  ii.  405 

in  1797  the  secret  committee 


reports  their  cause  to  be  on  the 
decline,  it. 

charged  in  the  British  par* 
liament  with  intentions  of  as- 
sassinations, ii.  410 
—  resolve  on  a  desperate  effort^ 


ii.  414 

memoir  of  Messrs.  O'Con. 


nor,  Emmett,  and  Mac  Neven^ 
ii.  368,  403,  420 

betrayed  by    Reynolds,   ii* 


423 


—  their  conduct  on  the  seizure 
of  the  Leinster  delegates,  ii. 
424-5 

choose  a  new  directory,  ii. 


425 


—  betrayed   by  Captain  Ann- 

strontTj  ilf- 

bifl  for  disquAlifying  all  who 


had  taken  th^*  oath  frcnn  sitting 
and  voting  in  parliament,  reject- 
ed, ii.  345 

Vsbeti  Archbishop,  he^ds  the 
clergy  in  declaring  against  the 
kings  acceptance  of  the  cathcv 
lies  offer  of  5000  infan«ry  and 
500  cavalry  as  the  price  ot  idol- 
atry and  superstition,  i.  352 

'  enters  a  catholic  chapel,   in 

time  ot  divine  service,  dem')« 
listies,  and  disperses,  &c.  i»354k 

Feraciit/j  arrountis  of,  i.  50 
Fereker^  Colonel,    makes   an  ho- 
norable stand  agaia8Ubi:Fr<;nch|^ 
ii.  508 


62P 


IHPBX, 


Vfrsey    used  to    coinmnnorate, 

past  events,  i.  51-2 
Vinegar  hill,  rebels  encamp  on, 

ii.  461 

battle  of,  ii.  478-9 

Volunteers^   origin  and  cause  of^ 

ii,  183-4  186 

encouraged  by  government, 

ii.  186 

in  1779  amount  to  42,000,ii.. 

Mr.  Fox's  opinion  of^   ii. 

190 

—  their  progitsss  and  system^ 

ii.  192-3 

assert  the  independence  of 
their  country,  ii.  193 

votes  of  thanks  to^  ii.  199) 
246 

-: —  government  wishes^  but  frars 
to  disarm  them^  ik  199^ 

conduct  and  resolutions  of^ 
ii.  207,  209 

their  first  meeting,  ii.  208 

address  the  minority  in  par- 
liament, ii.  210 

—  their  resolutions  in  favor  of 


simple  repeal,  ii.  232 
their  addrcsiies,  ii.  233 


-  their  delegates  graciously  re- 


ceived in  England,  il\ 
—  disscntions  among  them,  il. 
debate  about  simple  repeal^ 


ii.  234 

agitate  the  question  of  sim- 
ple repeal  with  more  violence 
than  the  parliament,  ii-  237 

convention  at  Lisburne,  ii. 


245 

—  their  resolutions, and  address- 
es for  reform,  ii.  245-6 

—  supported  by  opposition,  ii. 
248-9 


•^ 


—  supposed  to  have  given  Mr. 
Flood  mstructions  to  move  for 
parliamentary  reform,  ii.  250 
panegyrized  by  Mr.  Flood, ii. 


Volunteirif,  govemmAt  attempti' . 

to  discredit  them,  ii.  1tS6 
——  Lord  Charlemont  objects  to 
admit  the  catholics  to  the  rights 
of  election,  ii.  360 

decline  by  dissention,  ibm 
2d  meeting  of  theirdelegatesi 
their  proceedings  less  animatedly 
ii.  262 

King*s  answer  unfavorable  to 
the  delegates,  ii.  s63 
— -  celebrate  the  French  revdur 
tion  at  Belfast,  li.  307         .    ' 

addressed  by  the  united  In«h«  . 
menj  for  which  Mr.  Hamilton 
Rowan  was  imprisoned^  iu  S4#  ^ 

Walefiddj  battle  of»  i.  859 

IPales,  vide  Princg. 

Waltoliy  Colonel,  killed  by  the  . 

reoels,  ii.  461 
Walsh,  a  confidant  of  Ormond, 

who>i.  432 
Warheckj  Perkin,  who^  i.  270 
appears  in  Ireland,  i.  272 

—  his  short  stay  there,  and  its 

effects,  fi. 

his  first  attempt  defeated  by 


Poynings,  i.  S75 

marries  Lady  Catharine  Gor- 


don, i.  280 

lands  in  Cornwall,  surren^ 

ders,  and  is  hanged,  ib. 
Warwick y  Earl  of,  executed,  i.  281 
IVeritwtjrtb^   (Earl  of  Straflbrd),  . 

dislikes  Ireland,  i.  333 

his  duplicity  to  the  catholics.  - 

i.  336 

-7—  disapproves  of  maintaining 

the  army   with   catholic  fines, 

ib. 

—  his  pride  and  arrogance,  ib. 

—  manages  parliament,  i.  357 
concurs  with  Charles  in  a 


direct  system  of  fraud  and  d&» 
ceil,  i.  359 
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nSmhvwibj  (iM'of  Sutfford)  his 
falsehoods,  u  860 

institutes  a  high  comnussion 
courlj  i.  361 

sets  about  the  inquisition  into 
the  titles  of  all  Connaught 
agsinst  the  act  of  James  I.  i.^1 
— —  his  corrupt  and  despotic  deaU 
ings  with  juries,  sheriffs,  judges, 
&c.  i.  369*3 

recalled,  but  returned  with 
additional  honor  and  power, 
1.364 

alarmed  at.the  Scotch  cove- 
nanters, ib. 

raises  9000  men,  8000  of 
whom  were  catholics,  i.  S65 

his  testimony  of  the  loyalty 
of  the  catholics,  i.  365*8 

procures  surreptitiously  bis 
own  encomium  to.  oe  entered  on 
the  iournals,  i.  365 

the  commons  protest  against 
it  next  session,  ib. 

impeached,  attainted,  and  be- 
headed, i.  366 

his  attainder  reversed  in  1660, 
ib. 
Westmoreland,  Earl  of,  succeeds 
the  Marquis  of  Buckingham,  ii. 
293 

adopts  the  Marquis  of  Buck- 
ingham's system^  iv, 

f>rorogues  and  dissolves  the 
^      iament,  ii.  300 
— •  seeks  popularity,  ib. 

communicates  to  parliament 
the  Kings  approbation  of  the 
indulgencies  conceded  to  the 
Roman  catholics,  ii.  320,  340 

communicates  a  message  to 
parliament  on  the  commence- 
ment of  hostilities  with  France, 
ii.  334 

his  speech  to   parliament, 
August  10,  1793^  ii.  340 


Wettmorelani,  Earl  of,  address- 
ed by  the  catholic  bishops,  ii. 
343 

succeeded  by  Lord  Fitzwil- 
liam,  ii.  350 

asserts  in  the  British  house 
of  peers,  that  Lord  Fitzwilliam 
countenanced  catholic  emanci- 
pation with,  the  disapprobation 
of  the  British  cabinet,  ii.  349 

Sir  L.  Parsmis  moves  a  vote 
of  censure  upon  him,  for  having 
sent  troops  out  of  the  country, 
366 
Weiford,  Oliver  Cromwell's  mas- 
sacre, i.  400 

rising  in  that  county,  and 
why,  ii.  446  to  450-3 

abandoned  by  the  troops  and 
entered  by  the  rebels,  ii.  459^ 
468 

their  conduct  during  3  weeks 
possession,  ii.  468  to  480 

—  atrocities  committed  by 
Dixon,  ii.  470-1-2 

—  number  of  protestants  en- 
creased  by  the  fngilivei<,  ii. 
471 

ten  murdered  by  the  rebels 


on  the  Cth  of  June,  ib. 

consternation  on  theapproach 


of  the  King's  troqds,  ii.  475 
sick  and  wounded  massacred 


by  the  King's  troops,  ii.  479 
evacuated  bv  the  rebels,  ii. 

460 

final  dispersion  of  the  Wex- 


ford rebels,  ii.  492 

—  vindictive  ciuelty  of  the 
Wexf'oid  men  composing  the 
committee  to  superintend  pro- 
secutions, il.  493-4 

JVharton,  Earl  of,  lord-licutcnant, 
flatters  and  deceive*^  the  dissent- 
ers, and  o;Yresses  the  catholics, 
ii.  45 
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Wbariorii  Earl   of,  bU  profligate 

character,  by  Swift^  ii.  46 
lV/,.gir:sfn,  prmciple  of,  •?.  23fi 
H^btgSy     taken    into    favour    by 

George  J.  ii.  68 
•-^—  great  detection   from  that 

^rty  in  Englandy  ii.  S09 
—  t)rant)ed  as  Democrats  and 
Jacobins,  ii.  S02-d 

their  principles  in  Ireland 
different  from  tbioNie  in  England^ 
ii.  17 

command  a  majority  in  the 
commons^  ii.  5S-3 
ff^big  C/ub,  established  inlreland> 
ii.  293 

refuses  to  agitate  the  catholic 
question,  ii.  S24 
-  petitions  the  JLing,  ii.  404 
IFbiie  BotfSy  origin  hf,  ti.  1 36 
— ^ —  attempt  to  fix  the  catholics 
with    the  disloyalty   attending 
their  insurrections,  ii.  140 
— —  bind  themselves  by  ^oaih  to 
each  other,  ii.  141 

called   the  Popish  insurrec- 


tion, ib. 

—  suppressed,  ii.  M2 
revival  of,  ii.  262 
WliiU^    Elawtrey,   gives  fal^e   in- 
formation to  create  alarms, ii .  503 
— — .  arrested  in  consequence,  ft. 
Wbitsbed^  chief-justice,  improper 

conduct  of,  ii.  80 
IVicklow^  rising  in  that  county, 

and  why,  ii.  453 
William^  (Prince  of  Orange),  na- 
ture of  his  contest  with  James 
II.  i.  463 

his  difficulties  after  his  ac- 
cession to  the  English  throne, 
i.  465 

sides  with  the  Tories,  ib. 
adt;rc&scd  not  to  expose  his 
person  in  Ireland,  i.  466 

in  consec^uence  prorogues. 


and  dissolfM  tlie  English  psiw 
1  lament,  ib, 
IViUiamy  (i'rinee  of  Orange)  sails 
for  Ireland^  with  fais  army,  i. 
467 

the  battle  of  the  BoyiK> 
William  is  wounded,  i.  468 

his  brave  conduct,  i.  47o 

his  progress,  after  the  battle 
of  theBoyne,  i.  472 
-—  invests  Limeric^   fails,  and 
returns  to  England,  i.  473 
-—  anxious  to    terminate  the 
y$nx  in  Ireland,  i.  474 
—  battle  of  Aghrim,  i.  475 

n«t  naturally  intolefant,  iL 
4,  SI 

difference  betweeti  him  and 
his  parliament,  ii.  4 

is  addressed  bv,  and  ansvvers 
the  Enjglish  bouse  of  commons, 
ii.  5 

willing  to  observe  the  articles 


of  Limeric,  ii.  9 

—  offered  to  the  Irish    terms 


more,  favourable  than  the  arti- 
cles of  Limeric,  ii.  12 

thwarted    by    his    English 


parliament,  particularly  in  the 
resumption  of  Irish  grants,  ii.26 
seriously  affected  by  the  act 


of  resumption,   ii.  29 
—  his  death,  ii.  32 

disliked  by  the  Irish,  ib: 


Windsor y  peace  of,  i.  166 
lV(H)dy  his  halfpence,  ii.  82 
'  opposed  by  all  parties  in  Ire- 

land, ii.  S2-3,  90 
—  his  patent  revoked,  ii.  84 
iVollagburiy  his  trial   lor  murder 

and  acquittal,  ii.  514 
If'^riglilj  Mr.,  whipped,  and  reco- 
vers  500/.   against   Mr.  Judkin 
Fitzgerald,  ii.  428,  446-7 

YelvertoTif  Mr.,  (late  J^ord  Avon- 


